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4 Ji Made-to-measure, NPA rebels storm Gov't declares Fans whisper Oil firms reject Palace declares £ 
i precision-fit Nueva Ecija town ceasefire from ‘thank you, à “Î calls for price Dec. 24 and Dec. 27 
hall, police station Dec. 16 to Jan. 5 d rollback special non-worl 


SC orders gov't to return mm j RI 7 INE Шш Funeral convoy to stop 
Journal group to owners 3 DMAIL Î byaplaceloved by FP] 
By Philip C. Tubeza ^ дате Sr ù WA, 

and Juliet Labog-Javellana 


‘THE SUPREME Court has ordered the govern- | bi ds 
ment to return control of the debt-ridden the funeral convoy that would bring Fernando 
Philippine Journalists Inc. (РЛ) to its private Poe Jr. to his final resting place on Dec. 22. 4 
shareholders once they pay its debt. Stopping bya place known to have had much 
PJI owns the tabloids People's Journal, Peo- BALANCED R meaning to the deceased in his lifetime is part of 
SCORDERS/AS E na Err pr 5 FUNERAL A2) 
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Angry Susan speaks out 


Widow hits " | Mourners 
ABS-CBN stream on; 


for biased i i EM orderly lines 


election de restored 
reporting 


By Ester Dipasupil, Fe Zamora 
and Luige A. del Puerto X THERE has been no letup in the 
А stream of people coming to view 
SUSAN Roces, dubbed as " the body of Fernando Poe Jr. at 
“the face that refreshes” of / the Sto. Domingo Church in Que- 
Philippine moviesin the late nc 
^" " ч 3 "We never thought there 
os Hanay looked ш iba would be so many people,” Rez 
lemure debutante of "a Cortez, chair of the National Co- 
numerous flowers and frills " ordinating Council of Volunteers 
movies she had starred in, (for Poe), said yesterday, refer- 
but a woman who “was ting to the queue of mourners 
ready to tell everything that that had not been broken since 2 
my husband had prevented Wu ME 
ing.” y ody arrived at the church from 
me fram ше е 5 the Arlington East funeral home 
Ima fighting mood on the day à in Pasig City. 
she and her late husband Fernan- E Linggoy Alcuaz, a Poe ally and 
do Poe Jr. considered their "true" T 4 j one of the wake organizers, said 
wedding anniversary (the couple ^ he had suggested that a second 
marked their elopement 36 years queue be formed to accommo- 
ago yesterday, and were married : ji date the large crowds expected in 
in church rites on Dec. 25, 1968), A tà 3 the next few days. 
Roces categorically asked for an THE LOOK of love and loss defines the face ‘of Susan Roces as she goes straight to her husband's casket upon arriving at Sto. Domingo Church Organizers made à few 
accounting of the "persons re- on Thursday, which also marked the couple's 36th wedding anniversary. weMzawom, Changes yesterday morning, in 
sponsible for besmirching my reaction to a stampede that oc- 
husband's name" on nationwide DD . curred earlier, resulting in in- 
television, and lashed at critics C t OKs E t FP k b t t b ] juries to a dozen Poe supporters. 
оноо, те te tuada VOUT rap visit to wake but not puna! Kiers now neve o ener 
mere actor” who had no business the St. Martin's Chapel, where the 
being in polities. By Armand N. Nocum Dec. 21 and travel to the Sto. the North Cemetery in Manila, will stay until the funeral Mass on coffin lies, through a small gate on 
Ina rare outburst of anger, the Domingo Church in Quezon City The 24-hour pass for Estrada Dec. 22. Sto. Domingo Avenue that is di- 
aces asked what had come of OUSTED President Joseph Estra- for the last day of Fernando Poe also covers a visit to his mother, After the Mass, he will be rectly across from the chapel. 
those who had besmirched her da may attend his best friend's Jr's wake and the burial Mass set Магу, at her house in Greenhills, brought back to his rest house They exit through another gate, 
husband's name, adding that her wake, but not his burial, for the following morning. San Juan. where he is detained on plunder the one near Quezon Avenue, 
family would not allow theirhon- Led by its new presiding jus- But the antigraft court ejected Рег the Sandiganbayan ruling, and perjury charges. making a near loop in the process. 
or to be trampled upon. tice, Teresita de Castro, the Estrada's ‘request—made through Estrada will be taken to his moth- Saguisag had earlier justified In a press conference, Cortez 
“What has been the punishment Sandiganbayan yesterday issued Rene Saguisag, one of his ers house at 9 am on Dec, 21. Estrada's request to attend Pos and Poe's younger brother, Con. 
ofthosewho faked (ту husband's) а ruling allowing Estrada to leave lawyers—to be present when his He will remain there until he de- interment by saying that the Au. rad, appealed to mourners to be 
ANGRY/A21_ his rest house in Tanay, Rizal, on buddy of 40 years is laid to rest at cides to go to the wake, where he COURT/ A4 MOURNERS/A2I 


zg ma.) | Lowering flag 
Ab smoKINe] | for Poe violates 
law, rules NHI 


By Ambeth R. Ocampo 
Chair, National Historical Institute 


By Luige A. del Puerto 
and Christine O. Avendaño 


SHOULD Fernando Poe Jr. be honored by hav- 
ing the Philippine flag lowered at half-staff all 
over the archipelago as an expression of na- 
tional mourning? 
A motion was recently made in Congress 
for this to be done, 
COMMENTARY leading to a d 
4 bate that left the 
Cigarette matter unresolved. Under Republic Act No. 
8491, more popularly known as the Flag and 
wreath for Heraldic Code of the Philippines, there are 
specifie places, and persons to be so honored 
- - and the late actor does not fall under any of 
105-year old these categories: heroes, government officials 
(both high and low, past and present, every- 
smoker опе from the president to a public school 
teacher can be honored nationally and local- 
LONDON—Nursing home ly), military and police personnel, and others 
staff paid tribute to a 105- decorated with national awards. THE COUNTDOWN BEGINS: The “simbang gabi" (dawn Masses) on Thursday, Dec. 16—this one at the University of Sto, Tomas 


Tieren rj st who 10 aai grounds marks the start in the country of the nine-day novena in preparation for the birth of Jesus Christ. mamo RINIAUN 
had smoked since the age of Sel BAA) ka hest the country of the nine-day novena in preparation Й 


о 1 fei hill i 1 
cz: | GMA to sign ‘sin tax’ bill into law before Christmas 
"Mare Els ded of naru- 
ral causes—at the Eaton 
Lodge Nursing Home in Kent, 
southeast England, in early 
December and was cremated 
on Tuesday, clutching a pack- 
et of her favorite Benson and 


By Michael Lim Ubac the bill before Christmas Day amending Sections 131, 141, Senate finance committee, said tal revenue from 2005 to 2011 
"As soon as the enrolled bill is 142, 143, 144, 145 and 288 ofthe revenue from the "sin taxes" would be P125.908 billion, bro- 
BOTH chambers of Congress rati- sent [to Malacafiang], Ithink that National Revenue Code of 1997,” (those imposed on tobacco and ken down as follows: cigarettes, 
fied yesterday the bicameral com. it will be signed immediately” is the first of the eight proposed alcohol) would reach P15 bilion P69.027 billion; fermented 
minae version of the higher ех. said Bunye, who was at the Sen- tax measures approved by ayear not P17.5 billion as earlier liquor P45.672 billion, and dis- 
cise taxes on tobacco and alcohol, ate to attend a hearing on the Congress. projected by Sen, Juan Ponce En- tilled spirits, P11.210 billion. 
СДА paving the way for its signing into proposed budget of the Office of “The measures seck to raise те. Seventeen senators adopted 
pases cigaren. law by President Macapagal-Ar- the Press Secretary. about P80 billion in additional In his report to the Senate, the bicameral committee report. 
"We will always remem- | royo, "The measure, titled “An Act In- revenues a year to avert a debt Ralph Recto, chair of the Senate Only Senators Jamby Madrigal 
CIGANETTEAM | Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye creasing the Excise Tax Rates Im. default. ways and means committee, said and Alfredo Lim—who earlier 
said Ms Macapagal would sign posed on Alcohol and Tobacco, - Sen. Manuel Villar, chair of the the cumulative annual incremen- maya 
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0-day holiday truce is оп 


р 

ly Christian V. Esguerra country's 115,000-strong police ^ Presidential spokesperson Ig- _ “The opportunity to be with their Muslim separatist group, the Mo- 

5 force will strictly observe the sus- nacio Bunye said in a statement families wil grant the rebels ample ro Islamic Liberation Front, as part 

WEARY soldiers and policemen yesterday welcomed pensionofpaliceand militaryop- the government was expecting time to reflect on the робу of ofa peace process with the rebe. 
alacafang's declaration of a 20-day unilateral Christ. erations nationwide. the communist leadership to re- embracing the govemments call for Administration Rep. Antonio 

йаз ceasefire with communist insurgents. But Abu said the military would ciprocate “in respect to the unityandreconcliationandachance Cuenco (Lakas, Cebu City) yester- 


a not hesitate to ask the President to essence of the Yuletide season.” to permanently enjoy a more peace- day called on the communist insur- 
Armed Forces Chiefof Staff Gen, ceasefire declaration camejust after lithe ceasefire ifthe New Peoples Не did not mention the latest fullife,” Abu sald ina statement. | gents to match the Presidents dec 
m Abu said the ceasefire would the insurgents raided the municipal Army guerrillas continued “to en- NPA raids. But the military stressed that aration of a Christmas ceasefire. 
low “government forces and the hall in Caranglan town in Nueva danger the lives of our people.” Reacting to the raid on the police despite the ceasefire, the Armed Cuenco, chair of the House com- 
[Бар tobe with their families and Ecija late Wednesday and carted off There was no immediate eac- station, Abu мате he would ask Forces would remain on alert to mittee on foreign affairs, said that a 
үле period" five MIG rifles, police cel phones ton from the Communist Party of Ms Arroyo to lift the ceasefire ifthe thwart any major attacks expect- temporary cessation of hostilities 
Ehe ceasefire took effect after and vehicles, a military report sald. the Philippines and its 6000-srong NPAcontinuedtostageattacs, eas the GPP marks its 36th an- would allow the two sides to ox 
Midnight yesterday and will run (See story on page A17.) armed wing, the NPA, but in pest Не said the truce would allow. niversary on Dec. 26. plore the possibilty of resuming 
il Jan. 5. Philippine National Police years the group has called its own soldiers to spend the holidays The government already has a peace negotiations. With reports 

"President Macapagal-Arroyo's chief Edgar Aglipay said the ceasefire over the Christmas season, with their loved ones. ceasefire in place with the main from Carlito Pablo and AFP 


5 in GenSan 
D CONSUMER & OIL PRICE WATCH f blast arrested 


Private Sector 


By Christian V. Esguerra ongoing investigation." 
PNP Task Force Miko (named 
FIVE persons, including twowom- after the 5-year-old child who 
en, were arrested Wednesday іп died in the blast), backed by sev- 
A Message to Our Consumers - Part 4 | "ото meme 
public market in General Santos tralian Federal Police, conducted 
City that killed 16 people and a “final quadrant search” last 
wounded 70 others last Sunday. Wednesday at the blast scene. 
As we have said, we will demand full disclosure and transparency in all NEW infrastructure The death toll rose to 16 from Found were а three-inch 


|. projects and on public utilities. This is to prevent a repetition of the sins of the past. In dee ea заня а Ug ы 
‚ this light, may we inform you of our progress on the following projects: Gensan City Social Welfare ofcastiron believed to have been 


chief Rebecca Magante identified the bomb's metal casing, and 
OIL PRICE ROLLBACK the latest fatality as 17-year-old shards of hard plastic. 
. The two oil refiners, Shell and Petron, should rollback this week the price of gasoline — B Precious Galo, who died in the — Central Mindanao police director. 


hospital where she was being Chief Supt. Antonio Billones said 
by 98 centavos and diesel by 92 centavos. treated for shrapnel wounds. the Australians joined the probe to 


. The rollback is because of the drop in world prices in November from October by $2.67 Armed with a search and find out if the bomb used was simi- 


i seizure order, a joint police and ar to the ones that blew up two 
for Dub; і со $2.28 for MOPS (Singapore) gasoline and $1.70 for diesel. HX "tay task force raided the nightclubs in Bali, Indonesia, in 

- Despite OPEC's decision to reduce production by one million barrels a day, oil prices house of Hadja Norma Facturan 2000 killing more than 200 people, 
went down between November and December 1-12 by $1.32 for Dubai crude, $6.63 in Barangay Labangal, General most of them Australian tourists. 


for MOPS gasoline and $5.90 for diesel a at around 3 p.m. й "They will be staying here for 
5 rr Aside from Facturan, arrested about three days to help our po- 
. The total decrease in world prices from November 1 to December 12 is a STAGGERING @ were connie Formenti; Sali Tee investigato s, Billones sald 


$3.39 for Dubai crude, $8.91 for MOPS gasoline and $7.60 for diesel. Тай, alias Salili; Karias Катай, The MILF has formed a team to 


. The Consumer & Oil Price Watch (COPW) supports Energy Secretary Vince Perez in Td раша ара 


seeking a review of the Oil Deregulation Law to prevent abuses in pricing. Philippine National Police report. i 
- However, the COPW wants an independent body composed of members from the асаа аа Mir rese 
academe and economists. Their recommendations should be submitted to the fragmentation grenade, detonat- they were looking at several an- 
Department of Energy and the Office of the President. ing cords and a pack of C4 plastic gles in the attack, including the in- 


» explosives, the report said. volvement of some MILF rebels 
PETROLEUM TAXES - A “TRIPLE WHAMMY’ Out to exact revenge for the recent 


. Three tax measures (higher tariff from 3% to 5%, an additional P2 excise tax, and higher Empty-handed — kiling of one of their leaders, 
b ‘The day before, authorities raid- Тре military also floated the 
VAT from 10% to 12%) on petroleum products will be a triple whammy against the ed the Muslim Lodge in Barangay theory the explosion was the 
people. Their proponents equate petroleum products, which are basic and essential Dadiangas South to arrest the two handiwork of local terrorists al- 
consumer items, on the same level as sin products like cigarette and liquor. primary suspects in the explosion, lied with the Jemaah Islamiyah, 


" f wh identified only he Indonesia-based M 
- Taxing petroleum products is highly inflationary and has a domino effect on prices of уш аша ы iorn mee NONE 


basic commodities, electricity, transport fares, wages, shipping and trucking charges. the guy who left the bomb in the But Mohagher Iqbal, chair of 
The COPW believes only the excise tax on petroleum products should be increased. We meat section of the public market. the MILF Information committee, 


1 The Gens: lice came emp- said his "stands bel 
are not in favor of a higher VAT and higher duty on petroleum products. Vindel Rove NE P ше к, 


Be the PNP , poli aniz а M 
PROPOSAL ON THE NAPOCOR (NPC) RATE INCREASE and an ошаш yesterday ing Uis lust carnage that eh 


ing this latest carnage that dehu- 


were tight-lipped on the progress  manizes human life and dignity 
We support an increase in the generation charge that will give NPC a break even rate Fp d Ee ERE Roe GEO te 


of return but not an 8% RORB. ‘Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. government, especially the police 

. We support that the ERC allow the NPC to recover the P8 billion revenue loss it incurred Efren Abu irum RS pe and military, as er p the 
i suspects were affiliated with the peace process, not to make hasty 

from October to December when the ERC issued a provisional authority of 98 centavos Abo Sayyaf the MorolslamicLiber. conclusions or wild specula- 
instead of the original P1.87 petition. ation Front, or with either of the tions,” Iqbal said in a statement. 

+ We will only support a third rate increase that will provide NPC an 8% RORB when the feuding factions of market vendors, With Aquiles Z. Zonio, Edwin О. 


following conditions have been met: “We're still not definite,” Abu Fernandez and Anthony S. Alla- 


told reporters, “There's still ап da, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
4. With the National Government assuming the P200 billion debt of the NPC, PSALM 
must present the remaining debt that it will assume when the following have * 
been sold: a) proceeds from the sale of the GenCo assets, & b) proceeds from the Britons warned anew 


sale of TransCo. ‚ 
2. TransCo, which is the crown Jewel of NAPOCOR earned P15.3 bllllon or a rate of against travel to South 


return of 16.6% RORB based on Its 2003 financial statements. By T] Burgonio ый the Abu $аууаЁ as the 
rains behind the attack, but 
3. TransCo is being sold by PSALM for an estimated $2 billion and will require the ‘THE UNITED Kingdom has cau- did not rule out the possibility 


à is dizens against that this was an offshoot of 
concesslonalre to pay only 25% upon closing of the transaction. arang Ara can ed nen ee 


- As an Incentive to Investors, It will allow payment of the balance In Installment over danao in the wake of last Sun- There had been intelligence 
a 25-year period. к explosion at a Em dcs that the. ge ered 
t that killed 15 of ing ties with al-Qaida an: 

- The concession agreement will be for a 25-year period renewable for another 25 mM Кы moving boni teda in sume 

years. Inits latest bulletin, the British parts of Mindanao in the past 

- With such a high return and very little equity requirement, the Gover ee ТДА kaan 

ler making TransCO an independent corporation managed by professlonals western Mindanao, particularly the national police announced 

fered up to 49% of the shares to OFW's and local Investors to make It attractive Basilan, TawiTawi and Sulu, that security would be tight- 

to forelgn investors. where bombings had taken place ened іп Metro Manila through- 
and operations against terrorists out the holiday season. 

and kidnappers were continuing, “There continues to be threats 


"You should take particular against Western interests and 

Apublic service message of: care in the rest of Mindanao, there isa danger of being caught 
Д ‘ Manila, Palawan and at coastal up in a terrorist atack,” the gov- 

= ‘ernment said even as it noted 


resorts and tourist centers 


RAUL T. CONCEPfION throughout the Philippines,” that the Abu Sayyaf, communist 


the government added in its rebels and secessionist guerrillas 


= Chairman travel advisory issued two remained active, 
days after the attack, ‘On Jan. 4, a bomb exploded 


^ bomb explosion ripped at a sports hall in Parang, in 

Text your comments to Hotline 0917-8103363 trough he ment secon of he Lanao del Sur killing 22 peo- 

or call Direct Line 844-8785; Fax: 818-6203 public m pra aha a Dem ROCA 

mall: hoon, kiling 13 and wounding triggered by a bom! n, 

E-mail: rte@cll.com.ph 53 others, Two others died later hit a Superferry en route to 

To better serve the public, this ad appears in major newspapers and tabloids, ‘while being reared ata hospital, Mindanao from Manila, killing 
Local authorities were eye- more than 100 passengers, 
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Justice in Erap 
case appointed 
Sandigan chief 


By Armand N. Nocum in favor of the controversial Dec. 23 

decision allowing Estrada to go to EXPRESS CREDIT 
MALACANANG has elevated the US foran operation. 

Sandiganbayan Associate Justice Estrada had to forego the US wip 
Teresita Leonardo-de Castro to when he failed to get a US visa, 
the post of presiding justice of the prompting him to again ask the 
anti-graft court. court this year for permission to go 

Colleagues and prosecution to Hong Kong for the operation, 
and defense lawyers congratulat- which the court granted on Dec. 1. 
ей De Castro on her appointment De Castro voted to approve 
during yesterday's hearing of the both petitions for “humanitarian 
plunder case against ousted Pres- considerations.” She gave cre- 
ident Estrada. dence to the claim of Estrada's 

De Castro, who twice voted to doctors that he faced possible 
allow Estrada to travel abroad for paralysis from the waist down 
a knee-replacement operation without the operation. У 
Was chosen over acting Presiding Sandoval voted against both 
Justice Edilberto Sandoval, the resolutions, warning that Estrada 
‘most senior member of the Sandi-. remained a flight risk and that 
ganbayan, who twice voted the decision could open the 
against allowing Estrada to go floodgates for other prisoners 
abroad for treatment. wanting similar treatment. 

“| think she deserves it," said ‘Sandoval was absent in yester- 
Special Prosecutor Dennis Villa-Ig- day's hearing on Estrada's petition $ NING 
macio of De Castro's appointment. asking the court to be allowed to y 

He said De Castro's good attend the burial of his friend Fer- Г latest Plasma TVs, 10 IV's Projection TVs 
"record, integrity and court deco- nando Poe Jr. on Dec. 22. Бин y * 
rum makes her a very suitable е Castro, a cum laude gradu- n Country's First-EverfPlasma Show! 
justice of the Sandiganbayan.” ate from the University of the یا‎ 

Estrada's lawyer Jose Flamini- Philippines, has been in govern- 1 | in OR 
ano also welcomed De Castro's ment service for 31 years. € - = dix 
appointment even as he dis- ‘She started out as a law clerk in 
missed speculations that she is the Supreme Court in 1973. She 
Mee eters Avail of great discounts, unbelievable installment deals and lots af fantasti freebi 

Such talks were fueled by De becoming chief of its legal division. Pius oe А Ls eal SORS Til 
Castro's efforts to be “correc” in De Castro was also the legal ШЫН Жы SCAG ЈУС kolm: Là: Panasonic. PHILIPS Prineor «mmm s NY YOSMIOA 
her decisions, Flaminiano said. adviser of the government panels ж 18538 = " " и ia bad 

De Castro, a known protégé of in the peace talks with the com- SIS ж i 
the Sandiganbayan’s former Presid- mumist National Democratic 
ing Justice and now Supreme Court Front and the separatist Moro Na- 

Justice Minita Chico-Nazario, voted tional Liberation Front in 1997. 
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DOJ on new д Great X'mas Gift For Yourself: 
Nida witness: 


‘Explosive’ 


| 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


PER These sexy celebrities have one slimming center to thank CAL Marie 


PLOSIVE. justice Secretary Raul боп. fOr their sexier curves: Marie France. This X'mas, treat yourself to За se 
zalez described the testimony of a possible а slimmer shape with this special promo: 
.new witness in the brutal murder of actress 
Nida Blanca. 
ELM: йй he was een willing ЖЕШ. Enroll now and get 3 FREE PLASTI-DERMI Avail of our X'mas offer and reveal a new, sexier you for the 
the witness to the United States so she could — | TREATMENTS (Marie France's "non-surgical liposuction} coming new year. Call Marie France today! 
testify once the government files its second technology’) from Dec. 13-18, 2004 опу! 


extradition request against Rod Lauren ) 
Strunk, the principal suspect in the case. INIHI кыск, 
"The justice secretary said he had personally 
talked to the witness twice and he was convinced 
that she would “withstand cross examination." 
“Vs explosive," Gonzalez said referring to 
the testimony of the witness. "This witness 
will break the case wide open.” 
The witness, whom Gonzalez described asa 
“hospitality girl,” allegedly saw Strunk and an- 
other person transfer an "unconscious" Blanca 
from a van into her car, a Nissan Sentra. 
Blanca, Dorothy Jones in real life, was 
found dead with multiple stab wounds in her 
body inside her car at the Atlanta Centre 
building in San Juan on Nov. 7, 2001. 
"Her testimony is very positive. It’s about 
95 percent sure that she is willing to testify" 
Gonzalez said. 
The witness has yer to execute a sworn affi- 
davit, according to Gonzalez. 
Gonzalez said that once she agrees, the 
woman would be interrogated by National 
Bureau of Investigation agents and placed un- 
der the Witness Protection Program. 
“If necessary, | will send her to the (United) 
States to testify in Strunk's extradition,” Gon- 
zalez said. К x 
Gonzalez earlier admitted that the govern- 4 ў f 
ments evidence in the murder case were only : ает 
circumstantial and this would further delay jit ws apr om! 
the filing p second extradition petition effortlessly: 
against Strunk. iw. ` sand Ive: Me yretto 
The government has charged Strunk and ا‎ ayan Cpu ka ara sis Ў ARES 
Philip Medel Jr. for the killing. lost ki of fsb $ iru 
‘Strunk left che country on Jan. 21, 2002 to - Cristina Gonzalez- id maintained 500, $ 
attend to his ailing mother in Califomia. He Romualdez phapay curves 
had since refused to go back to the Philippines, 
saying he would nor get a fair trial here. 


Long Christmas 
break declared is 


ww.marieffance,gom.ph 


+ Gina Alajar 


FILIPINOS will enjoy a long Christmas break 
after President Macapagal-Arroyo yesterday 
declared Dec. 24, a Friday, and Dec. 27, a 
Monday as special non-working days 
throughout the country 

In Proclamation Order 750 issued yester- 
дау, Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita said 
the special days would be in addition to Dec. 
25, Dec. 30 (Rizal Day) and Jan. 1 which are 
regular holidays and Dec. 31, last day of the 
year which is a special holiday. 

‘This leaves only two days for work in the 
week leading to New Year. 


nad 


—— ! 


Corrections 


IN YESTERDAYS is- 

sue, a photo caption 

on Page A13 erro- 

neously identified 

the person standing 

next to San Miguel 

Corp. chair Eduardo 

“Danding” Cojuang- 

co and his wife 

Gretchen at Fernan- © 

do Poe Jr's wake at the Sto. Domingo Church on Wednesday as 

Noel Trinidad, the actor. The man was SMC vice chair and presi- 

dent Ramon Ang. 

IN THE DEC. 15 issue, a caption of a front-page photo of the Ban- 

со de Oro bank robbery in Valenzuela City misstated that the city 

was part of Bulacan. Valenzuela was made part of Metro Manila 

on Nov. 7, 1975, by virtue of Presidential Decree No. 824. It be- 

came a city on Feb. 14, 1998, by virtue of Republic Act No. 8526. 
Readers may send their requests for correction of factual errors in writ 

ces Avenue corner Mascardo Street, Makati City: fax Nos. 897-4793/94; 

mail addressesglirio@inquirer com ph and daydesk@inqurecon ph 
Complaints about lack of fairness or objectivi 

abrica, readers advocate, the same address and fax numbers as those of the 

Фу editor and e-maLadáressrpalabricaGinquirercom.ph. 


may be sent to Raul Pal- "| 


By Armand Nocum 


IT'S ALL systems go for ousted President 
Joseph Estrada's trip to Hong Kong to un- 
dergo knee surgery after the Sandigan- 
bayan yesterday rejected the prosecution's 
motion for reconsideration. 

With the issue of the trip resolved, the 
court has one more issue to tack- 
Je—whether or not to grant Estrada's new 
desired departure date of Dec. 23. 

‘Again voting 4-1, the Sandiganbayan 
said the prosecution not only failed to 
present new arguments but also used 
“contemptuous language” when it ac- 
‘cused the antigraft court of making itself 
“subordinate to the prerogative of the 
surgeon to decide where to perform the 
surgery.” 

The prosecution had made the state- 
ment after the court said in its resolution 
of Déc. 1 thatitrecognized Estrada's right 
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All systems go for Erap surgery in HK 


to undergo stirgery by a doctor of his 
choice. 

Estrada wants his American doctor, 
Christopher Mow, to perform the opera. 
tion at the Hong Kong Adventist Hospital 
late this month. 

"The prosecution should have submit- 
ted substantial arguments that would 
persuade this court that the doctor of 
choice does not have the prerogative to 
decide where to perform the surgery. This 
the prosecution failed to do. Instead, the 
prosecution resorted to finger-pointing,” 
the court said. 

The resolution was signed by Associate 
Justices Teresita J. Leonardo de Castro, 
Francisco Villaruz Jr., Efren N. de la Cruz 
and Teresita V Diaz-Baldos. 

Outgoing Sandiganbayan Presiding 
Justice Edilberto Sandoval voted to grant 
the prosecution's motion for reconsidera- 
tion. 
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Erap visit 
to FPJ wake 
but not burial 


From page Al 
gust 1983 burial of the assassinated opposi- 
tion leader Benigno "Ninoy" Aquino Jr. was 
peaceful and orderly. 

But at yesterday's hearing, Associate Justice. 
Francisco Villaluz Jr. of the Sandiganbayan Spe- 
cial Division warned that Estrada's presence at 
the wake would present a "security nightmare" 
forthe Philippine National Police. 

"We must remember that he is under the. 
custody of the state, and anything [unto- 
ward) that may happen to him [will be 
blamed on the state],” Villaluz said. 

In view of the security concerns, Saguis- 
ag said the Estrada camp had agreed to 
“submit to the discretion of the honorable 
court.” 


Discipline 

Estrada lawyer Jose Flaminiano pointed 
out that he had been to the wake at Sto. 
Domingo Church, and the people there were 
“disciplined.” 

“There was no pushing and shoving,” he 
said by way of rebutting the concern that the 
Poe family would not be able to control the 
‘crowd that had earlier torn apart the wreaths 
sent by President Macapagal-Arroyo and 
Speaker Jose de Venecia. 

But Special Prosecutor Dennis Villa-Ignacio 
cited reports that 13 people were injured 
when Poe fans tried to scale the church gates 
оп Wednesday night. 

“The crowd was not even big,” Villa-lgna- 
cio told the court. “Let's imagine a scenario 
[with] about 200,000 or more people attend- 
ing the burial." 

Villaluz agreed, saying the situation at the 
wake would be far different from that at the 
North Cemetery, where Poe's parents and 
brother are buried. 

“We cannot compare the Sto. Domingo 
area to the funeral site,” he said. 


Destabilization 

Villa-Ignacio stressed that he was not op- 
posed to Estrada attending the wake. He said 
his only concern was that the PNP might not 
be able to provide sufficient security for the 
ex-President given the huge crowd expected 
to turn up for the burial. 

He voiced fears that some groups might 
“take advantage of the situation to sow a 
destabilization scenario." 

In an interview after the hearing, Villa-Ig- 
nacio said it would be better if Estrada did not 
attend the funeral “lest people create trouble 
or harm him—and the government will be 
blamed for it. 

"Lets not forget that he's still under the 
custody and responsibility of the state, and it's 
the duty of the state to ensure his safety" he 
said. 

Estrada had also asked that the Sandigan- 
bayen allow him to stay at his mother's house 
until his departure for Hong Kong on Dec. 23. 
But the court decided not to touch on the is- 
sue pending its resolution of Estrada's motion 
to travel to Hong Kong on that date. (See 
box.) With reports from Christine O, Aven- 
daño and Leila B. Salaverria 


Cigarette ... 


From page Al 


ber her for her smoking because the first thing 
she asked when she got up was ‘Can I have a 
cigarette,” said matron Maria Kallis, who 
commissioned a large wreath in the shape ofa 
cigarette, made with white and yellow 
chrysanthemums, for the spinsters coffin. 


Enigmatic 

The enigmatic Ellis, an ex-typist, arrived at 
the nursing home 15 years ago. 

Арап from her habit of smoking 15 
cigarettes daily, she was also notorious among. 
жай for her unhealthy eating habits, often ask- 
ing forsugarin her soup and always demanding 
three sugars in her coffee, ^ Reuters 
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Press freedom comes at high price for endangered RP journalists 


‘THE PHILIPPINES 
likes to boast that since 
the downfall of dicta- 
tor Ferdinand Marcos 
in 1986 the country 
has the freest press in 
Asia. But with 13 jour- 
nalists murdered this 
к: T 5 year, freedom has 
. H B RD IL ‘come at a high price 
joy of owning a brand new Mitsubishi this Christmas. Ng EN 
€ 4 1 pines earned the 
tinction of having 
more journalists 
killed than any other 
country in the world 
with the exception of 
Iraq, according to the 
New York-based 
Committee to Protect 
Journalists and the 
Paris-based Reporters 
Without Borders. 

Since democracy 
‘was restored nearly 19 
years ago, 61 journal- 
ists have been mur- 
dered in the Philip- 
pines, almost twice the. 
mumber slain during 
the two decades of 
Marcos rule. 

Of that 61 not one 
individual has yet to 
stand trial for any of 
the murders. 

"On paper the 
numbers look pretty 
bad," Carlos Conde, 
secretary general of 
the National Union of 
Journalists of the 

illippines, told АЕР. 

"But there are a 
confluence of factors 
at play here. 

“Most of the jour- 
nalists murdered 
here have been killed 
outside of the capital, , 
Manila. 

“Once your move 
outside Manila every- 
thing changes, What» 
you and I take as being 
normal disappears. 

“In many parts of. 
the country it is al- 
most feudal with: 
warlords controlling 
everything from 
drugs and gambling 
to illegal logging. 


Sad fact 
"Against this back- 
ground it is a very 
brave journalist who 
speaks out against 
these sorts of people 
x and their activities. 
у 254 "Those that do set. 
themselves up to be 


killed and that is the 
E d Luis Teodoro, for- 
pines College of Mass 


3 sad fact of life. 
MG mer dean of the Uni- 
Wa S. Blu Communication, said 
М. ۵ in a recent interview 


E 
E 
4 versity of the Philip- 
| 
that: "Ies not that Fil- 


ipinos are any more 
unfriendly to journal- 
ists than in other 
parts of the world. 
“Из a cultural 
thing. At the local lev- 
el, the justice system is 
Weak. Prosecutors 
You've been good and worked hard the whole year. Now it's time to give yourself an extra special Christmas treat. might be afraid. Or 
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2 coal 
miners 
rescued 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—Two of six miners 
trapped in Tuesday's collapse of a coal mine in 
Diplahan, Zamboanga Sibugay, have been 

Nescued after more than 30 hours under- 
ground while their four colleagues died. 

Chief Supt. Vidal Querol, Western Min- 
danao Area Police Office commander, identi- 
fied the two miners as Roger Lawan Jr, 20, 
and Antonio Torres, 39. 

“The only things that helped us were our 
prayers, the water that was sipping in and our 
urine,” Lawan told a local television station here. 

On Tuesday evening, the bodies of Pruden- 
cio Martinez and Felix Limbaro were recov- 
ered by a search and rescue team organized 
by the Philippine National Oil Company 
(PNOC), operator of the mine. 

Querol said the survivors confirmed that 
their two other colleagues had died after they 
were buried by boulders on Tuesday. 

The bodies of Leo Ricaforte and Daniel 
Catamco had yet to be recovered, however. 

Earlier, it was reported that all the miners 
had died when the portal of the shaft collapsed. 
as they were descending 57 feet below ground. 

Authorities said the mine shaft collapsed 
because of loose soil. The mining project is a 
joint undertaking of the PNOC and Taiwan 
Overseas Mining Corp. 

Danilo Gacutan, PNOC operations officer 
in Diplahan, said the rescue operation was 
continued even after it was believed that all 
the miners had died after the rescue team no- 
ticed some movement and heard noises. 

“Somebody from inside the rubble was try- 
ing to pull the hose of the compressor used for 
breathing," Gacutan said. 

Other rescuers reported hearing metalli 
sounds coming from the tunnel. Julie S. Ali- 
pala, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Pagasa to issue 
gale warnings 


By Norman Bordadora 
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THE PHILIPPINE Atmospheric Geophysical and 
Astronomical Services Administration yesterday 
started its gale warning system to wam small 
fishing operators and inter-island shippers on the 
sudden rise of coastal waters as a result of weath- 
er disturbances other than tropical cyclones. 
Pagasa came up with the first gale warning 
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ito produce air with an oxygen level of up to 30% 
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Catechin Air Purifying Filter 
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Beyond trapping common pollutants ika dust 
miles and cigarette smoke, it also inactivates 98% 
ot captured viruses and bacteria. Thus, preventing 
the spread of contagious diseases. 


and incorporated it with the severe weather 
bulletin on tropical storm "Zosimo" (intema- 
tional code name: Talas). Zosimo has entered 
the Philippine area of responsibility but was stili 
too far to affect the archipelago, according to a 
weather bulletin issued at 10:45 a.m. yesterday. 

Gale warnings will be issued during fore- 
cast severe weather conditions expected to 
cause gales with wind strength of at least 34 
knots or 64 kph within the Philippine seas. 

"This is intended for strong winds generat- 
ing high waves associated not only with 
weather disturbances but also with the mon- 
soons-southeast and northwest," said Pagasa 
officer in charge Dr. Prisco Nilo. 

"It is intended not only for small fishermen 
but also for small vessels carrying up to 60 
people,” Nilo said. He said huge shipping ves- 
sels were not usually affected by gales. 

Pagasa came up with the gale warning sys- 
tem in response to growing concerns on sea 
safety during impending threats of strong 
winds and high waves associated with the 
monsoons, low pressure areas, the inter-trop- 
ical convergence zone, squalls, severe thun- 
derstorms and other intense weather systems 
besides cyclones. 

Gale warnings will be issued twice a day at 
5 алп. and 5 p.m. and will be regularly dis- 
seminated through fax or e-mail to shipping 
companies and other interested parties. 
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GMA to sign ‘sin tax’ bill into law before Christmas 


From page Al governments projected deficit ө Those made from other raw percent plus 16 centavos (or a P2 the rest would fund health pro- to spend some more,” he said. 
for next year. materials will pay P126 to P504 per increase in 2005, P2.23 in 2007, grams addressing diseases With the sin tax problem over, 
voted against Senate Bill No. For alcohol, the new excise tax proofliendependingontheNRP  P2.47in2009andP2.72in 2011). caused by smoking and drinking. Malacahang is not keen on pushing 
1815, which sought a tax take of rates are as follows: For fermented liquor (bee, Cigarettes packed by ma- “Only 55 percent will address for the passage before the end of 
thore than double the House ver- ө Sparkling wines and cham- lager beer, ale, porter and other chine, adjusted every two years the fiscal deficit. At best, this is the the year of the other seven mea- 
KON .voted against the bicamer. pagne regardless of proof, fermented liquors except tuba, (same rate for low-tier brands), first step, the beginning. We have sures proposed by the President, al- 
‘al committee report. P145.60 per bottle (net retail basi, tapuy and similar! fermented but for medium, P6.35 to P7.56, to view this as only the start of a though the House of Representa- 
a price or NRRoFPS00or less): and liquors), the excise tax ranges for high, P10.35 to P12, and for longjoumey ahead of us,” hesaid. tives had already passed the bills on 
First, most important P436.80 per bottle (NRP of P500 from P8.27 to P16.33. premium, P25 to P28.30. > 3 lateral attrition, tax amnesty and 
Bunye said the passage of the or more). The bill also lifted the excise Effective after holidays rationalization of fiscal incentives. 
‘sin tax” bill would lead to a e Stil wines containing 14 Rates for tobacco tax exemptions of duty-free to- The higher prices.of cigarettes, 
rosier fiscal outlook. percent alcohol by volume or less, For tobacco products, the new bacco and alcohol products, and tobacco and alcohol prod- P5-B new revenues 
“We have overcome the first P17.47 per bottle. excisetaxes are: funded health programs—2.5 ucts—including the season's fa- Оп Wednesday night, the 
and most important hurdle inthe © Still wines containing more ө P1 for tobacco (twisted by percent of the total revenue take vorites, wines—brought about by House of Representatives ap- 
тай, of vital revenue measures. than 14 percent to 25 percent al- hand, partially prepared, goes directly to the Philippine the increased excise taxes will be proved on second reading the 
The approval of the tax on coholby volumeor less, P34.94,  stemmed-leaftobacco) and P0.79 Health Insurance Corp. and 2.5 effective after the holiday season, proposed “Rationalization of Fis- 
‘igarettes and alcohol certainly e Still wines containing more per kilogram of tobacco intended percent to the account of the De- Recto s cal Incentives” bill, 
brightens the outlook on our fis- than 25 percent alcohol by volume for chewing. partment of Health, Recto said that it was mandato- ^ Speaker Jose de Venecia said 
cal situation,” Bunye said. willbe taxed as distilled spirits. * For cigars and cigarettes, а Forty percent will go to local ry for any new measure to be pub- he was optimistic that the enact- 
‚ Trade and Industry Secretary For distilled spirits: 10-percent increase for those sold government units in the form of lished in a newspaper of general ment of House Bill No. 3295 
Cesar Purisima, in a text message * P11.65 per proof liter (made at P500 or less, and P50 plus 15 internal revenue: allotment. circulation within 15 days from the would result in at least PS billion 
tothe Inquirer, said the increased from the sap of nipa, coconut, cas- percent for those sold above P500. Villar said only about 55 per- timethePresidentsignsitintolaw. in new revenues for the govern- 
proceeds from the sin taxes sava, camote or buri palm or from igaretzes packed by hand, centofthetotaltaxtakewouldgo “So lets be happy this Christ- ment, With reports from Cyn- 
оша further narrow down the thejuice, syrup or sugarcane). adjusted every two years by 3.6 to the national coffers because mas because by January, we have thia D. Balana and AFP 


SC orders gov't to return Journal group of newspapers to owners 


From page Al Besides Olivares, the other allegedly constituted ill-gotten (DBP), the deed of assignment of interview. publisher of People’s Journal and 
A stockholders of PJI when it was wealth of Benjamin “Kokoy” Ro- voting shares signed on June 17, Afable, who heads the Office of chair of PJI, was non-committal 
ple Tonight and Taliba, and the taken over by the government in mualdez, brother of Imelda Mar- 1977, and the supplement to the Communications Director that onthe decision. 

magazines Insider and Women's 1986 were Augusto "Gus" Vil- соз. deed of assignment signed on oversees all government informa- “I will do whatever the Presi- 
Journal Magazine, which report- lanueva (then editor of People's “[Upon full payment, the gov- Jan. 16, 1979 are “automatically tion offices, said the administra- dent tells me todo," Capco said in 
‘edly have combined physical as- Journal), Jose Luna Castro, ernment] is directed to immedi- cancelled," the court said. tion's privatization thrust also ap- a phone interview, but he said he 
ез. worth P200 million. The Manuel Salak Jr., Alex Maramag ately turn over the management E m plied to the media. had not yet received any instruc- 
group employs 389 people. and Domingo Flores. Luna, and control of PJI to private re- Palace abides by decision He said the return of the Jour- tions from the President. 

- In a six-page resolution on Salak, Maramag and Flores аге spondent and/or her representa-  Malacafang yesterday said it nal Group to the group of stock- Не said the decision would be 
Tuesday, the tribunal ordered the all dead. tives and/or other stockholders would abide by the decision of holders would not affect the dis- made by Malacafiang officials, in- 
‘Assets Privatization Trust to re- The Presidential Commission of record of PJI,” the resolution the Supreme Court. semination of President Macapa- cluding Secretary Cerge Re- 
tumthe publishing firm to former on Good Government se- said. “That has been adjudicated for gal-Arroyo's policies and pro- monde, head of ће OCD's gov- 
PJI president Rosario Olivares questered all the shares of stock Once the debt is fully paid, the a long time. We accept the dec grams. emment media group. The In- 
and other stockholders after pay- of РЛ private shareholders on deed of chattel mortgage execut- sion of the high court,” Presiden- “We can do that even with the  quirer called up Remonde four 
ment of the P33.36 million that Feb. 19, 1987 and April 28, 1987 ed by PJI in favor of the Develop- tial Communications Adviser Sil- private media,” he said. times but he did not take the 
PJI still owes the government. on the grounds that these shares ment Bank of the Philippines vestre Afable Ш said in a phone But Roberto “Bobby” Capco, calls. 
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'WASHINGTON- President George W. Bush's drive to de- 
ploy a multibillion-dollar shield against ballistic missiles 
was set back on Wednesday by what critics called a stun- 
ning failure of ts first full flight test in two years. 


of unknown origin, the Pentagon's 
Missile Defense Agency said. 

About 16 minutes earlier, a tar- 
get missile had been fired from 
Kodiak, Alaska, in what was to 
have been a fly-by test chiefly de- 
signed to gather data on new 
hardware, software and engage- 
ment angles, said Richard Lehner, 
a spokesperson. 

For instance, a booster built by 


The abortive $85 million exer- 
cise raised fresh questions about 
the reliability of the first elements 
of the plan, an heir to former 
president Ronald Reagan's vision 
of an space-based missile defense 
that critics dubbed “Star Wars.” 
The interceptor missile never left 
itssilo at Kwajalein Atoll in the Pacif- 
ic Ocean, shutting itself down auto- 
matically because of an "anomaly" 


Bush warns Iran, 
Syria to stop 
‘meddling’ in Iraq 


BAGHDAD—Campaigning for the first post- 
Saddam Hussein elections in Iraq was under- 
way on Thursday after US President George 
W. Bush warned neighboring Iran and Syria to 
stop “meddling” in the country s affairs. 
- ‘And a powerful blast 
outside a revered Shiite 
| shrine in Iraq that 
killed seven people late 
Wednesday fanned 
] fears of sectarian vio- 
lence in the run-up to 
the Jan. 30 elections, 
“We will continue to. 
make it clear, to both 
Syria and Iran, that— 
as will other nations in 
our coalition, including 
our friends the Ital- 
jans—that meddling in 
the internal affairs of Iraq is not in their inter- 
est," Bush said in Washington after meeting Ital- 
ian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi. 

His comments came after Iraq's Defense Minis- 
ter Hazem Shaalan accused those two countries 
of orchestrating terrorist attacks, branding Tehran 
in particular the "most dangerous enemy of Iraq.” 

"The deputy commander of the US Central 
Command Lt. Gen. Lance Smith, however, said 
the extent of either country’s activities was un- 
clear because “our intelligence functions on 
that side of the border are very, very dificult.” 

Iraqi authorities and US-led forces are batting 
to flatten Iraq deadly insurgency ahead of the first 
multiparty pols in the country in half a century. 

Violence continued to rock Iraq as a bomb 
blast outside one of Shiite Islam's holiest shrines 
in the central city of Karbala killed atleast seven 
people and wounded 32, in an apparent at- 
temptto fan intercommunal tensions. 

Sheikh Abdel Mehdi Karbalai, the local rep- 
resentative of Shiite spiritual leader Grand 
Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, was in intensive care 
after the bombing outside the Imam Hussein 
mausoleum, a senior medic said. 

And early Thursday the director of Iraq's 
state-run telecommunications company and a 
bodyguard were killed by armed men as he 
was leaving his home in Baghdad, the com- 
munications ministry said. 

Senior officials working for the Iraqi inter- 
im government have been the target of nu- 
merous attacks by insurgents. 

Prime Minister lyad Allawi was among more 
than 5,000 hopefuls to register for landmark 
elections by Wednesday's deadline, with a total 
of 83 separate candidate lists registered. AFP 


Pakistan, India 
agree to start 
nuclear hotline 


ISLAMABAD—Pakistan and India agreed to 
push forward plans for a nuclear hotline after 
two days of talks but failed to reach a deal on 
advance warning of ballistic missile tests, offi- 
cials said Wednesday. 

The South Asian rivals said they would 
“operationalize... as soon as possible” the 
hotline between their foreign secretaries, 
which had been agreed on in principle at 
earlier talks in June. 

However, the meetings on so-called confi 
dence-building measures did not produce an 
accord on giving each other prior notification. 
of missile test-fires, officials said. 

Both sides insisted they had made progress 
during the meetings between senior officials 
in Islamabad, which are the latest stage in a 
step-by-step peace process begun in January. 

"We have agreed to operationalize it as 
soon as possible,” Tariq Osman Hyder, addi- 
tional secretary at Pakistan's foreign ministry, 
who led Pakistan's delegation told reporters 
when asked about the hotline. 

‘The results ofthe talks would be submitted 
to the Indian and Pakistani foreign secre- 
taries, who are scheduled to meet on 27-28 
December, according to a joint statement is- 
sued by the two parties. 

"When pressed why the talks had failed to 
produce both agreements as had been pre- 
dicted by officials earlier, the two sides 
blamed the “complex” issues involved. AFP 
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US missile defense plan ends in failure 


Base, California. 


Orbital Sciences Corp. was to have 
been exercised for the firs time in 
the way it would actually be field- 
ed. One of the tests goals was to 
show it was ready for production. 
“Obviously it isnt,” said Philip 
Coyle, who was the Pentagon's 
chief weapons tester under Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton, “and now they 
also will have to fix the boosters 
that have been installed їп silos in 
Alaska and Vandenberg” Air Force 


‘The Pentagon plans to spend 
more than $50 billion over the next 
five years on all aspects of missile 


defense, aiming to weave in air- 
borne, ship- and space-based as- 
sets. The system that failed on 
Wednesday is know as the ground- 
based midcourse system, or GMD. 
By some estimates, the Pentagon 
has already spent $130 billion on 
missile defense efforts. 

Despite widespread doubts 
among physicists about the tech- 
nical readiness of the system, 
Bush had sought to have a rudi- 
mentary capability against North 
Korean missiles on alert by the 
end of this month. 

"We say to those tyrants who 


believe they can blackmail Ameri- 
ca and the free world—you fire, 
мете going to shoot it down," he 
said at a campaign stop in Ridley, 
Pennsylvania, on Aug. 17. 

But all eight of the system's 
intercept tests, the last of which 
failed in December 2002, have 
fallen far short of replicating re- 
alistic war scenarios, experts in- 
side and outside the govern- 
ment have said. Of the total, five 
have succeeded in highly script- 
ed conditions, never at night or 
in severe weather. 

Coyle described as wrong- 
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headed any decision to dec 
the system operational despite 
the latest failure, з 
"Premature declaration of op- 
erationa status could mislead the. 
Congress and US taxpayers that 
they are being protected by the 
GMD system, when they are not," 
he said in an e-mail. 3 
Todevelop the system, the Mfs- 
sile Defense Agency has planned 
20 or 30 more flight intercept 
tests, each different from tile 
next, before it will be ready for 
“realistic operational testing,” 
Coyle said. Reuters 
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World seeing worst weather, disasters, experts say 


BUENOS AIRES—Experts wamed Шоп this year, after hurricanes 80 countries met on Wednesday the agreement in 2001. percent of the world's emissions, United States, China and India. 
on Wednesday that the world is lashed the Caribbean and south- for the final days of a UN confer- The US delegation has also the United States rejects legally Kyoto, which will reduce emis- 
seeing some of its hottest weather eastern United States and a record ence on climate change. said repeatedly over the last nine binding rules that could hurt eco- sions by five percent in industrial- 
se боз natural disaster dam ten typhoons soaked Japan, the Тһе conference of nearly 200 days that it is “premature” to ne- nomic growth. ized nations, is only a first step and 
Oe аз environment ministers UN's Environment Program said. nations has tumed into a polar. gotiate anything for when Kyoto "Тһе (UN) climate change сот. excludes developing countries like 
tried to crack US resistance to “It is, I believe, unquestioned ized айай; with the European expires in 2012, vention cannot make countries ac. China and India, who are already 
Jing ‘international efforts that climate change is happening Union and nations supporting the | Thatstonewallinghaseamed the cept approaches that are not con- among the top five polluters, 
‘against global warming. now and itis happening at an even Kyoto protocol to cut greenhouse United States few friends at this sistent with their national circum- The European Union, the 
The UN's World Meteorologi- higher speed than we expected gase onecamp and the United 10th United Nations meeting, stances,” US head delegate Paula world leader in the fight to cut 
cal Organtzationsaid ints ала. before,” program director Klaus States, the world’s biggest pol. where many of the 6,000 partici- Dobriansky told delegates, adding heat-trapping gases, tried to quell 
al report that 2004 would be the Toepfer said. uter in the other. pants wear cords around their necks that she disagreed with itsempha- notions of dissent in its ranks. 
four hottest since record-keep- Overall destruction costs in Just two months before Kyoto saying "Noto Bush, YestoKyoto.” sis on "top-down" mandates. “What the kalian minister said is 
Wd began 150 years ago and 2004 will surge to $95 billion goes into force thanks to Russia's BritshPrimeMinisterTony Blair Те US position got a boost quite right, We have to involve the 
ЮДЫ warming would continue worldwide compared to an aver- recent ratification, the United willbe working to soften Bush on from italy in Buenos Aires as it. fase growing developing counties 
Boal TE eather like nge of $70 billion a year during States has made it very dear itwill climate change during its G8 presi- called for an end to the binding and the United States in the after- 
hurricanes or droughts. the last decade. not sign up for Kyoto's mandatory dency next year, but analysts be- agreements of the Kyoto protocol 2012 regime,” said Dutch Environ- 
Natural disasters will end up ‘The alarm bells sounded came caps on emissions after President lieve he will be unsuccessful. after 2012 in favor of voluntary ment Minister Pieter van Geel, 
cong insurers a record $35 bil- as environment ministers from George W Bush withdrew from Although responsible for 25 targets that would entice the heading the EU delegation, Reuters 
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a, ~|Japan eyes economic 
OF sanctions vs N. Korea 


TOKYO—Economic Calls are growing should exercise that 
sanctions against fom the Japanese option immediately 
North Korea are “one public and politicians or not would warrant 
option,” but care is for the government to very careful analy- 
needed in deciding impose sanctions оп sis,” Machimura told 
whether to take that Nonh Korea after anews conference. 
step, Japanese For. Tokyo said bones Py. North Korea 
eign Minister Nobu- ongyanghad identified warned Japan оп 
taka Machimura said as those of Japanese it Wednesday that it 
on Thursday, a day had kidnapped would treat econom- 
i afer Pyongyang decadesagowerefrom icsanctions asa 'dec- 
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Enjoy safe & 
happy holidays! 


$ Only use lights and electrical decorations approved by the Bureau of Product 
Standards. 


€ : p 
æ ‘Do not overload wall outlets and extension cords. Any excess load might 
result in heating which could cause fire. 


$ Check new and old sets of Christmas lights for broken or cracked sockets, 
frayed or cracked wires and loose connections. Discard damaged sets. Also, 
check if all lights are securely fastened. 


# Only use lights and decors designated for outdoor use outside your office and 
home. 


$ ways unplug Christmas lights before replacing light bulbs or fuses. 

# Do not install electrical lights on metallic Christmas trees. 
FS Keep all combustible materials like curtains and carpets away 
from electric light sources. All incandescent light sources produce 


heat no matter how small they are and may cause fire. 


® Do not smoke or place lighted candles near Christmas trees 
or decorations. An open flame may cause fire. 


* Keep children at a safe distance from Christmas lights 
and other electrically operated decorations. 


ж Aum off all Christmas lights and decorations before 
leaving the house or going to bed. 
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- 100% CFC FREE 

= Extra Thick ABS door & body liner 

- Moisture-stop door lining 

- 12stage metal coated parts. 

= Built-in rollers & adjustable floor levelers 
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- 100% CFC FREE 

= 12-stage metal coating progress 

- Foamed-in place insulation 
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= Available in: 
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almond, light green & stainless colors. 
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Politics of grief 
'S a paradox that in his death, Fernando Poe Jr. has 
I: what he sought out to attain in his failed 
presidential bid: to unite a severely fragmented na- 
tion. And it is the paradox of unity that in a people's com- 
ing together, politics should debase the national cleans- 
ing brought about by a catharsis of grief and sorrow, fur- 
ther causing pockmarks and rifts in the tenuous peace we 
have built for ourselves in loving defer- 

EDITORIAL ence toa dear departed icon. 

It is saddening that Poe had barely 
given up his ghost when some of his more rabid support- 
ers and certain sectors of the political opposition that he 
headed have chosen to profane his memory by bad be- 
havior and tasteless partisan gestures. 

At the Santo Domingo Church Tuesday night, some of 
Poe's fans went berserk upon spotting the funeral wreath 
sent by President Macapagal-Arroyo. They grabbed the 
wreath, tore it apart, crushed the flowers, trampled the 
foliage and cursed the name of the President, accusing 
her of robbing Poe of his victory last May 10. The show of 
vehemence and violence was in stark contrast to the 
solemnity of the surroundings, the national shrine to boot 
of Gur Lady of the Most Holy Rosary. Obviously these peo- 
pledid not know how to respect hallowed ground. 

One could ascribe such behavior to raw rage typical of 
masf'Hiysteria, thus forgivable of people feeling extremes 
of grief and anger. But what is not forgivable is the poli- 
ticking of opposition figures who have chosen to ride on 
the crest of widespread grief over the death in order to 
bodst the fortunes of the opposition and by extension, 
their political standing. 

Foremost among these are Ilocos Norte Rep. Imee Mar- 
cos, Sen. Edgardo Angara and former President Joseph 
Estrada. Marcos, with her heavily engineered angular 
chin, has injected a Botox shot of numbing propaganda 
into the mournful atmosphere by sounding off the possi- 
bility that Poe's widow, the well-liked Susan Roces, would 
take on the mantle left by her husband and head the op- 
position. 

Angara, who perhaps couldn't resist reconnecting with 
his Marcosian past, said amen to Imee Marcos’ Botox-in- 
duced ruminations. It is quite a relief that sectors of the 
opposition have admonished Angara against fueling po- 
litical talk at a time when the opposition and the nation 
are in grief. 

But trust Estrada to try to score political points against. 
the Arroyo administration at the cost of the death of Poe, 
whom he calls his best friend. Estrada made the incredi- 
ble claim that Poe died of disappointment and despair 
over his loss to Ms Arroyo in allegedly fraudulent elec- 
tions. He explained that it was typical of Poe to keep 
things to himself and not express his hurt to friends. 

The claim by the deposed president is incredible for 
two reasons. One, if indeed Poe kept matters to himself, 
then its inconceivable how Estrada could have known 
that his friend was utterly depressed about his electoral 
loss. And second, all accounts of those close to Poe during 
his last days showed that he had moved on after his de- 
feat last May 10. 

‘Although he had contested the election result, accusing 
the administration of fraud, which in itself was a gentle- 
manly gesture that showed he was willing to allow 
democracy and the law to do their function, Poe, accord- 
ing to those around him, had been busy planning new 
film’ and television projects. He had in fact supervised ће 
packing of relief goods for the victims of the last two ty- 
phgons. Against the claim of Estrada, Poe seemed to be a 
remarkably well-adjusted person, not wont to wallow in 
self-pity. 

Perhaps all of these divisive sectors should emulate the 
grace of Susan Roces, who, when asked if the President 
was welcome to visit Poe on her husband’s wake, replied, 
"Everyone is welcome.” In fact, when she received a 
rosary and letter of condolence from Ms Arroyo, she 
thanked the President for her gesture. 

Even former Sen. Tito Sotto, Poe's campaign manager, 
was composed and gracious to expressions and gestures 
of condolence, even if they came from political enemies. 
‘These people do credit to the memory of Poe, a proper 
веШетап who was an unfailingly gracious person and a 
singular unitary figure—which cannot be said of certain 
cantankerous people who highhandedly call themselves 
his pals and allies. 
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IN THE PREVIOUS column, I wrote that even 
with a total log ban, ilegal cutting of trees from 
public forests will continue if demand for forest 
products doesn't ease and people are provided 
with other means of livelihood. In the barangays 
of Real, Infanta, Nakar and Dingalan, for exam- 
ple, the residents, hardest hit by the landslides 
and floods admitted that they had illegally cut 
trees for lumber, firewood and charcoal because 
that was “their only means of livelihood.” 

I said the Philippine construction industry is 
very wasteful in the use of wood and that the 
government should have a policy like those of 
other countries, such as the United States, now 
already using wood substitutes that are cheap- 
erand more durable. 

As for the big demand for charcoal and fire- 
wood, this can be satisfied with tree farming. 
But the trouble with government policy on tree 
farming is that it encourages the planting only 
of fruit trees and the more expensive hard- 
wood trees, such as narra and mahogany, 
which take decades to mature. So why not 
plant, in between, the hardwoods and fruit 
trees, fast-growing and easy-to-grow trees like 
giant ipil-ipil and kakawati for firewood and 
charcoal? They will be big enough to harvest 
within one year. The farmers will earn some in- 
come while waiting for the fruit trees and 
hardwoods to mature. 

Gut only the branches in summer and the 
trunks will sprout new branches when the 
rains fall. What's more, these two trees are self- 
propagating. Leave a few branches to bear 
pods; when ripe, these pods will pop open and 
scatter their seeds to grow with the first drops 
of rain. Even better, these trees are legumes 

se fallen leaves fix nitrogen in the soil, fer- 
tilizing it for the hardwoods and fruit trees. 

‘Tree farming for firewood is already being 
done in some barangays of Laguna. You see 
bundles of ipil-ipil firewood for sale stacked 
along the highways. 

As for charcoal, we now have the technolo- 
gy and machines to make charcoal out of farm 
wastes such as rice hull, coconut coir, twigs 


Neal H. Cruz 


and leaves. They are compressed into charcoal 
bricks that are now being sold, even exported, 
though still in a very small volume. Right now, 
the rice hulls, coconut coir, twigs and leaves 
are just burned in the farms. Thats like burn- 
ing money. The government should help and 
encourage farmers and hill people to make 
charcoal bricks. 

The coconut plantations are a rich source of 
charcoal and firewood. Coconut shells make 
very good charcoal; coconut coir can be com- 
pressed into charcoal bricks along with other 
farm wastes; and palm fronds, when chopped 
into ewo-foot-long pieces and dried in the sun, 
make good firewood. 

Strangely, these are already known to farm 
folk but they don't doit in commercial volumes 
because nobody encourages them to do so. The 
government should encourage them by lend- 
ing farmers money to buy the machines to 
compress farm wastes into charcoal bricks that 
hundreds of thousands of sidewalk barbecue 
and lechon manok stands and ihaw-ihaw 
restaurants can use. 

The Ilocos hills and mountains, as well as 
the backyards, are now bereft of trees because 
ofthe big demand for firewood to feed the Vir- 
ginis tobacco flue-curing bams. Even fruit- 
bearing trees were cut down because the own- 
ers were tempted with big sums of money for 
the firewood. 

The same thing will happen to the hills and 
mountains near poverty-stricken barangays if 
the government doesn't do something. 

Several kind-hearted groups are getting 
widespread publicity for relief missions to 
flood-ravaged areas, but I would like to con- 
gratulate another group that has been help- 


ing flood victims quietly and without fanfare, 
This is the SM Foundation, which has been 
distributing relief goods and bringing volun- 
teer doctors and medicines to provinces af- 
fected by typhoons Winnie and Yoyong. 

Using the private helicopter of the Sy family 
and an Air Force Huey chopper, the found: 
tion has been sending relief goods and me 
cal missions to Camarines Sur, Quezon, Nue- 
va Ecija and parts of Bulacan. Five bridges 
have collapsed in Quezon, making the strick- 
еп barangays inaccessible by land. Supplies 
can be brought in only by helicopter. Weeks 
after the typhoons, hungry residents are still 
fearfal when the next supplies would come as 
thecollapsed bridges have isolated them. 

So far, 10,000 families have been benefit- 
ей and P1.85 million spent to purchase re- 
lief goods and medicines. The relief goods, 
contained in plastic pails, consist of rice, 
noodles, cans of sardines, laundry soap and 
blankets, Medicines for cough, fever, diar- 
thea, hypertension, parasitism, typhoid 
fever and topical ointments for skin dis- 
eases are also included. 

Inall its relief missions, the governors of 
the affected provinces are actively involved, 
as well as the Department of Social Welfare 
and Development, the National Disaster Co- 
ordinating Council and the Army Reserve 
‘Command. 

That's not the only thing the foundation is 
doing. Through its Health and Medical Pro- 
grams under former Quezon City Vice May- 
от Connie Angeles, it will start the renova- 
tion of and donate equipment to the pedi- 
atric ward of the Jose Fabella Memorial 
Hospital where the Cervantes twins died 
due to the lack of equipment and facilities, 

Although not yet formally inaugurated, the 
Front Page piano bar on Teodoro M. Kalaw Street. 
in Manila is now open for business. President 
Macapagal-Arroyo has been invited to be the 
guest of honor during its inauguration as well as 
of the clubhouse of Samahang Plaridel, the asso- 
ciation of veteran journalists. The lounge is their 
watering hole but iis open to the public. 


Requiem for a reluctant hero 


IFIRST met Fernando Poe Jr. earlier this year 
when he was about to run for president. He 
had invited a few professors, myself included, 
to ask about our views from our specialized 
disciplines. 

‘tthe outset, Iwas impressed by his humility, 
his candid confession that he had a lot to learn. 
But in the course of later conversations, I was 
even more impressed by his questions. We had 
begun talking about international issues and I 
mentioned a key foreign policy concer, the US 
‘opposition to the proposed International Cri 
nal Court (or ICC) for war criminals, Indeed, 
the subsequent US presidential debates, George 
W Bush would twice dare John Kerry to discuss 
this issue, asking why the Democrats would 
“surrender American soldiers to be tried by for- 
eign judges." 1 was struck by FPJ's immediate 
question. Was the ICC like the Nuremberg Tri- 
bunal that tried the Nazis? he asked. Several 
topics later, having turned to the prisoners of 
war in Guantanamo at the US military base in 
Cuba, he asked: So those prisoners, would they 
have been protected by the ICC? FPJ had been 
caricatured as a high school dropout, and yet 
here he was, self-taught on issues that the pedi- 
greed and the Ph.D-d often ignored for issues 
more hip and chic. 

Above all, 1 was impressed by his sincerity. 
Atsome point, many of these experts would be 
politically pressured to shun him, unlike other 
academics actually involved in political cam- 
paigns of other candidates who did not seem to 
have suffered for it. A traditional politician 
‘would have rushed to promise the goodies, the 
glory and perks of high office, anything to neu- 
tralize adverse pressure from a powerful oppo- 
nent, but not FPJ. To his eternal credit, not 
once did he extend any promise of a future ap- 
pointment. In his quiet, low-key manner, he in- 
stead apologized to the professors that they 
had been harassed on his account. All he 
would offer was that he would honor their sac- 
rifice by standing by his pledge to be an honest 
and activist president—and by that response 
ennobled those he addressed and showed him- 
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self to tower above the competition. How 1 
wished the Filipino public had a chance to see 
the candidate in this light, not che reticent FPJ 
who shied from public debate, but the reflec- 
tive FPJ, focused and ethically steadfast. 

T came into these meetings a doubter, and left 
a believer PPJ presented the possibility of a lead- 
er who through sheer popularity could rise to the 
presidency without owing any debts to the politi 
cos, and by the power of sincere conviction, lead. 
Given our politics, by the time a candidate 
comes и, even the most genuine and 
‘well-meaning would be so indebted to the politi- 
cians that his government is already hostage to 
vested interests even before he is sworn into of- 
fice. Yer here was a man who was already made, 
his place in society widely recognized and his es- 
tate secure. His buddy, former President Joseph 
Estrada, would have granted him any favor but 
he had sought none. The presidency had litle to 
offer to Da King yet at the moment the challenge 
‘was cast, he obliged, 

FPJ's decision to step down from his 
pedestal and enter his valued name into a 
nasty and dirty contest spoke nobly of the man. 
His slim but dubious loss spoke less nobly of 
the people for whose cause he was fighting. 

The Filipino elite never truly gave the man a 
break. All the presidential candidates present- 
ed their platforms, evidently with the assis- 
tance of teams of experts and writers, Yet only 
FPJ would be asked if he wrote It himself. His 
citizenship was questioned, and it was said 
that he was either American or Spanish, but 
not Filipino. The irony was that he was also ac- 
cused of not speaking English (and certainly 
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nor the Spanish of old money), and was de- 
meaned for speaking only Filipino, the native 
tongue of the nation from whom he was 
sought to be disowned. Filipino voters would 
act like they were choosing the captain of the 
debating team, or searching for the top policy 
wonk. We failed to recall another actor-presi- 
dent, Ronald Reagan, who unified a fractious 
nation. 

But these are issues on which we can all dif- + 
fer because they belong to the “sovereign pre- 
rogative of choice.” What is disturbing is that 
FPJ's officially declared defeat shows that our 
system of governance is fundamentally flawed. 
It is so beholden to the politicians and com- 
pletely unforgiving of outsiders that even a 
popular candidate like PPJ cannot hope to win 
without relying on professional politicians. 

He has been lampooned for being Da King 
who reigns only in the world of make-believe. 
But why mock FPJ fans for wishing to escape 
reality, but not the desolate reality they wish to 
escape? Why scoff at the desperate who persist 
in dreaming yet exalt the elite who have frus- 
trated their dreams? 

“Beneath the chest of every Filipino presi- 
dent beats the heart of a tribal chieftain.” Ours 
is a nation of disparate tribes, including those 
at Edsa Il and Edsa Ш. The tribes at Edsa ll may 
look more familiar to anyone reading the op- 
ей pages, but certainly not those at Edsa III I 
saw on TV their fury as they besieged Mala- 
cafiang; their anger was raw, their indignation 
incoherent, inarticulate. They were sure that 
they were aggrieved, but seemed clueless why 
and how their grievances could be redressed. 
FPJ was one leader who had earned their faith 
and deserved it. 

"The one lesson we must learn from the re- 
cent genocidal horrors in Yugoslavia and many 
other places is that the world, as we know it, is 
fragile and that it takes so litte for our civiliza- 
tion to unravel. FPJ's death leaves a dangerous 
gap, one that requires that intuitive bond with 
the Filipino soul that FPJ above all others had 
most genuinely forged. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2004 


чч шу nr cE 


CC OPINION sed. 


Highest lake in the world 


LAKE TITICACA, Bolivia—Peru and Bolivia are 
like twins in the Andes, boasting some of the 
highest and most spectacular mountain peaks in 
the world, In fact, Bolivia was once part of Peru 
occupying what is known as the "altiplano" (high 
plateau). Then known as "Upper Peru,” Bolivia's 
modern history dates back to 1545 with the "dis- 
covery" of Potosi by the Spanish conquistadores 
searching for gold and silver. But earlier, in 1200 
AD., the Inca Empire in Cuzco, Peru, conquered 
what is now known as Bolivia and held it until the 
Spanish conquest. 

"The only landlocked country in the Andes, Bo- 
livia has other bragging rights. It has the highest. 
navigable fresh water lake in the world, the high- 
est airport, the highest ski run, the highest capital 
city and, according to Peter McFarren, a native 
Bolivian, the "highest concentration of cosmic 
rays on earth.” La Paz, the capital, sits at an alti 
tude of 11,900 feet and its greatest landmark 
looming above it is the 21,000-foot lllimani 
mountain. tis an amazing sight. 

But the country's other landmark, Lake Titica- 
ca, takes away your breath. And 1 mean literally 
You just go higher and higher until you reach 
Incredible lake in the sky at an elevation of 
12,507 feet. The air gets thinner and you wonder 
if your lungs will hold out. It is 200-km long and 
110 km at its widest section. It is owned by both 
Peru and Bolivia and covers a total area of 8,300 

‘km. Getting here is one of the sagas of my trav- 
eling life. You seem сету suspended between 
earth and sky like being in another world. 

‘We took a train from Cuzco to Puno, both in Pe- 
ти, covering 351 km in nearly 10 hours on one of 
the most breath-taking countrysides Гуе ever 
seen. The train snakes through mountain peaks as 
high as 12,000 feet, but your anxiety is allayed by 
the great beauty of the Peruvian landscape and 
the wide variety of flora and fauna dotting the 
highlands. Imagine our Cordillera two or three 
times higher stretching for miles on end with the 
most artistic terraces, carved cliffs and sloping 
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fields planted to com, cotton, wheat, potatoes, 
barley and other crops. 1s а natural panorama 
that complements the country’s most famous 
landmark, the Machu Picchu. 

But going back to Lake Titicaca, we got up 
bright and early the following day to catch a bus 
from Puno to the border of Bolivia, On reaching 
the lake, we transferred to a catamaran (ferry) in. 
Copacabana (not to be confused with its Brazilian 
counterpart). The lake forms part of the bound- 
ary between Peru and Bolivia and has an exten- 
sive fleet of motorboats carrying goods and pas- 
sengers, especially between the ports of both 
countries. It has many bays and small islands, no- 
tably those named after the sun and the moon. In 
Inca mythology, the sun and the moon hold an 
important place. Sun Island has remnants of Inca 
palaces, gardens and temples, and Moon Island 
has magnificent views of the Andes mountains. 

So, what does this lake have to do with Boli- 
vian culture? Because ofits strategic location and 
environmental richness, Lake Titicaca has been 
one of the major human settlement centers in 
South America since prehistoric times. Remains 
found at the lake's southeastern end attest to the 
previous existence of one of the continent's oldest 
Civilizations, even preceding the Aymara and Inca 
cultures, The Spaniards, the first Europeans to 
reach the lake area, found it to be one of the most. 
densely populated in South America. 

Instead of climbing some more to see the lake 
ata higher altitude, I stopped to talk, in my bro- 
ken Spanish, with a vendor selling all kinds of wo- 
ven materials from blankets to sweaters. I saw her 
Tun up the steps like an antelope with a huge 
backpack of things, which must have been heavy, 


to sell to tourists. I thought she was only in her 
mid-205, but when I commended her about her 
amazing feat on those rugged steps, she said she 
was 45. She reminded me of our Cordillera sis- 
ters features, headgear, dress and all, 1 asked if 
she had children and she said she had two, She 
volunteered the information that her husband 
was in their house working, mostly weaving the 
products she sold to lake visor. 

Approximately 50 percent of the lake people 
and of Bolivia are descended from the Aymara and 
Quechua pre-Columbian cultures. About 20 per- 
cent are mestizos and 25 percent are white. The 
antiplano groups still cling to indigenous practices 
and tend their llamas, alpacas, sheep and vicunas, 
which are environmentally pro 

For all its natural beauty, Bolivia is probably 
the poorest country in the Andes. Ithas a popula- 
tion of seven million spread over 98 provinces 
and 1,272 cantons. For more than 160 years after 
regaining its independence, the government 
changed hands 78 times, mostly through military 
coups. But in 1952, the National Revolutionary: 
Movement (MNR) was formed and some funda- 
mental reforms were launched. 

‘And—surprise!—in 1979, after a failed coup, 
the Bolivian Congress elected the first woman 
president, Lydia Gueiler Tejada, who was sup- 
posed to serve until elections scheduled for 1980. 
But she was toppled in another military coup in 
1982, a former MNR president came to power. 

As we left La Paz for Buenos Aires, a demonstra- 
tion was taking place in the town square. Lack of 
time prevented me from “poking” some more into 
this frontier in the sky, and as we descended into 
Buenos Aires, I breathed a virtual sigh of relief. 
"This time, I will have to deal with only a couple of 
thousand feet above sea level, not 13,0001 


Belinda A. Aquino is professor of Political Science 
and Asian Studies at the University of Hawaii at 
Manoa where she is also director of the Center for 
Philippine Studies. 


Policy is also to blame 


ALMOST forgotten in the wake of the nation's 
mourning for “Da King” of Philippine movies is 
the ongoing suffering of our brothers and sisters 
in Aurora and Quezon, and in Nueva Ecija and 
Mindoro previously, due to floods and mudslides 
brought on by typhoons and heavy rainfall. 

‘These natural phenomena may have been the 
proximate cause ofthe disasters, but as everyone, 
from the highest officials of the land to ordinary 
citizens, assert, the deaths and destruction are re- 
ally attributable to the wasteful and wanton ex- 
ploitation of the forests. . 

“There's still some controversy whether it was 
“illegal” (or legal) logging that is to blame for the 
loss of our forest cover, or the slower but incre- 
‘mental destruction caused by the encroachment 
and settlement of landless folk on the mountain 
slopes. Little mentioned in the course of the de- 
bate is the role played by national resource policy 
їп the uncontrolled exploitation of natural re- 
sources, including the forests. 

The issue is discussed in great detail in the in- 
troduction to the book "Communities at the Маг- 
gins” by editors Germelino Bautista and Hiromit- 
su Umehara in their introduction, excerpts of 
which are quoted below. (Many thanks to Mari- 
cor Baytion of Ateneo Press for the excerpts and 
commentary) 

THROUGH particular postwar policies, the 
postcolonial state maintained and promoted 
the country's specialization in particular natu- 
ral resource and agricultural exports. As a 
case in point, it allocated most of the public 
lands to the forestry sector for purposes of re- 
source extraction rather than conservation. 
Apart from granting permits for mining, live- 
stock grazing, and industrial tree plantations, 
the state issued timber license agreements to 
private individuals and corporations for com- 
mercial logging purposes. Thus, from only 802 
thousand hectares (ha) of forest lands re- 
leased to logging concessionajres in the 1951 
to 1960 period, the area under timber license 
agreements expanded threefold by an addi- 
tional 3.2 million ha from 1961 to 1970, and 
another 5.5 million ha from 1971 to 1980. By 
1990, the government had granted a total of 


COMING from a court hearing in Bulacan, I made 
a side trip to buy plants in Guiguinto. Content 
with having made some good bargains, 1 told the 
woman who sold me the plants how lucky she 
was to have a hobby for a business. She certainly 
looked older than me with her face heavily lined 
with wrinkles and some of her teeth missing. 
Which prompted me to ask how old she was. "64 
years old,” she replied. 1 was dumbfounded. 
“why thats my age? hough tomysel 

‘Anyway, I'm a late bloomer, sort of—a probin- 
syana from Bulacan who got married at 31, 
moved to Metro Manila, helped in the fami 
business and went shuttling between the Philip 
pines and the United States fosabout eight years 
to keep an immigrant visa active before finally 
deciding to sertle for good in our dear country. 

At the age of 54, with my children having fin- 
ished college and with more than enough free 
time in my hands to spend doing some account- 
ing, crocheting, sewing, cooking and reading, 1 
decided to take up law——"to exercise my mind,” I 
thought. 1 chose one of the country’s three top 
Jaw schools based on information that its passing 
average in the bar was quite high; and, sure Î 
wanted the best, 

Alter finishing college as a working student 
and scholar, then passing the accountancy board 
immediately after graduation, I had the wrong 
notion law school would be a breeze. I never 
imagined the law school teeming with so-called 
"terror" professors. There simply was no lawyer 
in our family who could have warned me. 

Studying law in that school made me more re- 
ligious. Every day before the start of classes, 1 
made sure to pass by a church and to pray that I 
be spared from class recitations, vowing before 
God that would study harder the next day, while 
making all kinds of promises. When I was not 
well prepared for the recitations, Pd go to school 
with goose bumps. 

I didn't mind the stares of classmates who must 
have wondered (at the start of the first semester 
of my first year in law) what 1 was doing in their 
midst; or, | was a professor, why 1 was in jeans! 
‘To steel myself against their questioning, if piere- 


Rina Jimenez-David ,N. \ 


10.2 million ha, or about 68 percent, of classi- 
fied forest lands to timber license agreement 
holders. 

State incentives were given to exporters of 
natural resources. To boost the production of 
wood for export, for example, among the in- 
centives were “liberal annual allowable cuts, 
zero export taxes, low and declining forest 
charges that amounted to only 2 to 6 percent. 
of log prices from the 1960s to the 1980s, and 
high protective tariffs on imported processed 
wood products. State functionaries also pro- 
vided incentives indirectly by inaction, 
through the non-enforcement of penalties 
against logging damages, failure to undertake 
replanting and forest rehabilitation, and ille- 
gal logging practices. 

SIMILARLY there were no policy restrictions for 
the export of mineral and marine resources. Ex- 
cept for a low permit fee, commercial fish catch. 
and the export of exotic aquarum fieh species fish 
fries and fingerlings were not taxed. The mining 
industry was also subjected to low taxes. With the 
lobbying efforts of the Chamber of Mines, the tax 
imposed on the industry even declined through 
time, The mining ban was also lifted in particular 
reserve areas. Moreover, mining companies re- 
ceived subsidies in the form of price supports, 
Funds for stabilization, and tax amnesty for dis- 
tressed companies, in addition to the benefits they 
obtained from government infrastructure projects. 

‘Thanks to these incentives, the wood and min- 
ing industries experienced phenomenal growth 
in thé 1950s and 1960s, consequently increasing 
the flow of people to resource extraction and pro- 
cessing areas in the frontiers where logging- 
sawmill and mining operations were established. 


Late bloomer 


HicH BLooD 
Lilia P de Vera 


WE'D also like to know the concerns of the six- 
tysomething and above, what makes their 
blood pressure rise or makes them sit back, con- 
tent that all's well with their world and with 
themselves. —Ed. 


ing, looks, I told myself it was 1 who was paying 
for my tuition, it was my life, am responsible on- 
1y to myself. 

My husband had told me, also at the start of 
the first semester, to pay my tuition in installment 
as he did not believe I'd be able to finish it. He 
seemed to have forgotten that I have always been. 
а go-getter. By the way, Lama certified public ac- 
countant; thats why I find law interesting. 

To make a long story short, I made friends in 
school. I became "Tita" or "Mommy" to everyone. 
They turned to me when they felt hungry, and it 
became a usual thing for me to bake and bring 
them their favorite oatmeal cookies. They also 
confided to me problems of the heart, perhaps be- 
cause they looked up to me as someone who has 
weathered the storms of life. I enjoyed being in 
school, I even joined a sorority, the League of La- 
dy Barristers, of which I remain а member. 

I commuted either by jeep or by bus, later by 
FX from our office, as it was costly to bring my 
driver. 

finished law when was 59, taking the bar right 
afer graduating in 1999—after attending summer 
classes and review classes for minor subjects I was 
not allowed to overload. I remember a note the 
dean attached to my шоп slip when I was 
asking to take 23 units, during my last semester in 
1999. On it was this question, "Why are you in a 
huny vo flunk the bar?" printed in bold, red ink, 
mind youl I cried in the ladies room, I just wanted 
to be with my batch mats in aking the bar 

During the testimonials the school gave us for 


The entry of migrant workers in these frontier ar- 
eas in turn pushed indigenous communities out 
of the extraction areas, deeper into the uplands. 
APART FROM THE unsustainable, unmindful 
levels of natural resource use, extractors did 
not plough back their rents for the reproduc- 
tion of the resource base. Despite the high eco- 
nomic rents effectively realized by commercial 
logging, fishing, and processing industries 
from the combined effects of a tax regime and 
the favorable movement of demand and 
prices, the incomes were not reinvested in re- 
forestation, tree plantation development, fish- 
ery management, and marine reserves protec- 
tion. Instead, extractors converted their rental 
incomes into consumer durables, luxuries, re- 
al estate, and financial assets in the Philip- 
pines and abroad. 

(Such an economic structure has led to the 
creation of “core poor”): indigenous commu- 
nities in the uplands who have been pushed i 
to the interiors by loggers, miners, and low- 
land migrants; former workers of logging con- 
cessions who engage in subsistence produc- 
tion; municipal fisherfolk displaced by com- 
mercial fishers; the farm or nonfarm workers 
who have been displaced from a declining sec- 
tor-industry like wood or sugar; farm house- 
holds in calamity- or drought-prone areas; 
farm workers without adequate water or func- 
tioning irrigation system; and landless work- 
ers who have moved to the coastal areas, 
towns or cities but remain unemployed by the 
informal economy. 

Indeed these groups have been the most 
vulnerable to disasters, both natural and man- 
made, as the horrific tragedies in the recent 
weeks have shown. 

State authorities and various interest 
groups—which have controlled policy making 
and implementation as well as the allocation 
and use of the country’s resources—must be 
made to answer for these crimes that they re- 
peatedly commit against communities who 
only emerge from the margins when attention 
is dramatically called to their plight, often a 
little too late. 


passing the bar, I teased the dean about that note, 
without rancor. I knew that he just wanted to 
make sure 1 would not be one of those in the 
statistics of flunkers. Fortunately, after studying 
and praying hard to my favorite patron saints, go- 
ing as far аз Manaoag, Pangasinan, I was among 
the 16-something percent would-be lawyers who 
made it that year. 

When the results of the bar were released, I per- 
sonally went to look at the list of successful exami- 
Tiees, doing it after almost all the other examinees 
and onlookers who had gone there earlier had left. 
1 did not want people to see me cry just in case I 
found the list without my name on it. But when 1 
saw my name, [couldn't help but throw a fis in the 
air and, with the feeling of exhilaration all over 
me, told the person next to me I passed the bar. 

То my surprise, the very next day, somebody 
was requesting me for an interview. Ї was sort of 
puzzled for 1 couldn't imagine how they even 
came to know my name. Some media people are 
simply resourceful. 

Three days later, I was featured in the "World 
Tonight"; then later in “Balitang K.” And so it 
came to pass that the secret I have kept from my 
classmates for so long—my age— became public 
knowledge. Even my friends abroad were calling 
me, 

Tama practicing lawyer now. A daughter who 
had a masters degree in marketing from an 
‘American school passed the 2003 bar. My second 
son took the 2004 bar with his Dad who is now 64 
years “young.” I am now keeping my fingers 
crossed and praying hard for them, br who could 
doubt the power of prayers? 

As for that old plant vendor of my age whom 1 
met in Guiginto, Bulacan, she may be exposed to 
the sun most time of the day—not caring at all 
about sun block creams, moisturizers and the 
like. But Just the same, she must be happy with 
her life surrounded by beautiful flowers and 
plants; and the way she looks is no more impor- 
tant to her than making a living. 


Lilia P de Vera, 64, is a senior partner at the Pilares- 
De Vera & Associates Law Offices. 


T m 
Hard sell, no sale 


“BILI na, bili na, libreng kanta.” 

‘was amused by the tiangge (bazaar) vendor. She was ob- 
viously doing this tongue-in-cheek, offering a free song for 
anyone buying stuff from her, but she did remind me that 
even with the influx of cheap goods from China, there are 
just too many sellers these days, and not enough people buy- 
ing. Times are hard and people are careful with their shop- 
ping budgets. 

Since it takes so 
much more now to 
catch а potential 
consumers atten- 
tion and to keep that 
person interested 
enough until a pur- 
chase is made, 
you're going to find 
more and more marketing gimmicks, mostly hard-sell tac- 
tics. Sometimes they work but more often they don't. 

Tthought Pd compile a few tips for my friends in business, 
as well as Bong Austero and others at the Personnel Manage- 
ment Association of the Philippines (PMAP) who train the 
business people, my way of making up for not being able to 
speak at their last convention. 

Song-and-dance routines 

‘The vendor offering a free song with purchases was prob- 
ably kidding, but the other week I saw a literal song-and- 
dance routine used to attract customers. 

Thad just delivered a lecture at a convention and was on 
my way home, when I noticed the record store, and thought. 
Td drop in to pick out some Christmas gifts. As I drew closer 
to the store, 1 was greeted with really loud hip-hop music 
blaring away. Right at the entrance was a young couple, 
dressed punk-style, gyrating away like the world was coming 
to an end. I stood by to wait to get in but the music and the 
dancing continued, and eventually people drifted away, as. ` 
did. You just couldn't get into the store. Я 

The hip-hop dancing was ап example of marketing 
overkill. You catch people's attention then prevent them 
from moving on to browse and buy. These fancy marketing 
song-and-dance routines attract people but the novelty 
‘wears off easily and you lose potential customers. In other 
cases, as with this loud hip-hop display, people may actually 
be driven away. 

Not quite a song-and-dance routine, but a totally wasted 
routine nevertheless, is the insistence of tiangge vendors on 
using obsolete hawking techniques, calling customers to buy. 
You see it all the time, vendors singing out every few sec- 
onds, “Sir, Mam, bili na, rubber shoes.” Goodness, I want to 
tell them, everyone in the entire block is selling rubber shoes 
so it serves no purpose to call out your wares. In fact, I avoid 
those who call out because I suspect they'll be too aggressive 
in trying to sell their goods. 

Ahead and stalkers 

Rather than expending so much energy to call in cus- 
tomers, business people should invest more to improve cus- 
tomer assistance. Again, whether it’s a sidewalk stall or a 
large department store, many of our businesses make the 
mistake of emphasizing quantity: hiring too many people 
and not training them properly. 

‘You get several varieties here. Again, maybe it's because 
we're such a musical nation, I've been in several business es- 
tablishments where the sales clerks are idly sitting in a cor! 
ner singing away. Okay, so Тт being unfair; they're not total- 
iy idle, some will sing while filing their nails. 

‘Then you have the cell-phone addicts. I was recently in a 
shop where the manager suddenly swooped in and confis- 
cated all the employees’ cell phones. Apparently, a customer 
had complained about poor service because the sales staff 
were all busy talking or texting away. 

‘On the other end of the spectrum, you have the busybod- ,, 
{es who stalk you as you browse, telling you this yellow pol- 
ka-dotted, itsy-bitsy bikini is really cute (favorite adjective 
with our sales clerks) and will look great on your wife. Okay, 
thank you, goodbye. Sómetimes, if ће store does have good 
products, [stay on, but! have found that when some product 
does interest you and you need to ask for more information, 
the busybodies turn out to be airheads who know nothing 
about what they're selling. 

‘Quality standards for customer assistance should apply as 
‘well to phone inquiries. Local businesses pour so much mon- 
ey into ads announcing new products, with phone numbers , 
to call, and yet invest so litle on the people who will receive 
potential customers’ calls. For a country that prides itself 
with so many call centers, we're really very bad with phones, 
even with basic courtesies like asking customers to hold the 
line. 

Tm going to have to name one company with a particular- 
iy bad record when it comes to phone customer assistance: 
Globe handyphone. Ive had people who can't speak in En- 
glish but insist on doing so, then when I ask them: ito switch to 
Filipino, it turns out they can't speak Filipino as well. 

Management bottlenecks 

It isn’t just the bad starts that get you into trouble. Don't. 
think that you've got it made just because someone finally 
reaches for his or her wallet. You can still botch a sale at the 
last minute, even as the customer is about to pay. 

Again, we overdo things here. 1 was in a long queue at a 
National Bookstore branch the other day and counted nine 
women cramped behind three cash registers. Its the same 
thing with SM and many other large chains, where they hire 
someone to handle the cash register, as well as a checker and 
a wrapper. The women at National are fine. They're courte- 
ous and helpful, and 1 mention them because they really de- 
serve better working conditions. in other business establish- 
‘ments, Гуе seen staff who are adversely affected by the 
crowding, which translates to slow service and grumpy 
faces. There's always the temptation to dump what you 
wanted to buy and look for another shop with shorter lines 
and more pleasant service. 

Problems can crop up anywhere along the marketing pro- 
cess. 1 call these management or business bottlenecks. All 
you need to ruin a business is one incompetent person han- 
dling a vital function, That includes marketing people hatch- 
ing up schemes like hip-hop at the door. 

‘Make sure you have staff who can quickly take over 
when there's a weak link, like a good manager who can 
crack down on the cell-phone addicts. I would have given 
up on Globe a long time ago if it were not for the efficient 
staff in their service centers (thanks, Patrick, at the Rock- 
well center), who I would turn to after battling a call-center 
operator. 

"To sum up, you don't need to sing or dance to make a sale. 
Hard sell can mean no sales. Stock quality items, hire a few 
good people who can work as a team and who know more 
adjectives besides “cute,” and you'll have customers coming 
back far more. 

Last chance for Christmas shopping 

Last call before Christmas: Drop by Market One, the week- 
end market at the Lung Center (near the Quezon Memorial 
Circle) where you should be able to complete your holiday 
shopping with food items, plants, handicrafts, toys, clothes. 
For the holidays, coordinator Susa Arcega tells me they're 
open as well Saturday mornings although ies still Sunday 
when they have the most stalls. 


Michael L. Tan 
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Plebiscite on mining urged 


/THE DECISION of the Supreme 
Court to reverse itself on Repub- 
lic Act 7942 (the Mining Act of 
1995) raises fundamental ques- 
tions. 
First, how much—what per- 
centage—of the wealth to be 
mined by foreign companies 
‘would go to the Filipino people, 
the owner of the country's miner- 
Cl resources? The National Bco- 
‘homie and Development Authori- 
'ty has all the figures—$840 bil- 
Jion worth of mineral wealth em- 
; bedded in our part of the earth, 
$10 billion in foreign investments 
expected to come in, and 251,826 
jobs to be generated. But there is 
no figure whatsoever on the Fil- 
sipino people's share from the bo- 
;panza. Is it because the Filipino 
people, God's chosen owner of 
‘the mineral resources, stand to 
get nothing? Does the decision 
take the whole caboodle from the 


Filipino people and turn it over to 
foreigners? 

Second, since opening our min- 
eral wealth to foreign exploitation 
is not new, why didnt the 
Supreme Court take into account. 
Our experience? From 1898 to 
1946 when we were an open 
American colony, and from 1946 
to 1974 when we were a disguised 
US colony under the Parity 
Amendment, our mines were 
open to exploitation by 100-per- 
cent American-owned companies. 
American mining firms—Benguet 
Consolidated, Balatoc Mining, 
Baguio Gold, Philippine Iron 
Mines, Big Wedge Mining, Coco 
Grove, Surigao Consolidated, 
Hixbar Gold, Samar Mining, 
ete—amassed fabulous fortunes 
from our mines, but in the end left 
nothing but devastated lands, poi- 
soned rivers and toxic waste in our 
country. 


Third, what made the Supreme 
Court reverse itself on the uncon- 
stitutionality of RA 7942? From 
January 2004 when the Court de- 
clared RA 7942 unconstitutional 
to November 2004 when it made 
the law constitutional—a period 
of 11 months—nothing changed 
in the objective conditions: una- 
mended, the Constitution and RA 
7942 remained as they are. The 
change of position, therefore, 
could have involved subjective 
factors only. 
mining lobby waged by Mala- 
cafiang and the foreign mining in- 
terests worked. 

Fourth, instead of declaring 
constitutional what it had itself 
earlier found unconstitutional, 
why didn't the Supreme Court let 
the Filipino people themselves de- 
cide? After all, they are the owners 
of the wealth. Moreover, eli 
ing Article 12 of the Constitution, 


shields the national econo- 
my and patrimony from transna- 
tional greed, is high on the agenda 
of the Charter change being 
pushed by Speaker Jose de Vene- 
Jr. If plans don't miscarry, it 
will be held next year (2005). 
Can't the interests behind the min- 
ing lobby wait? 

‘Mineral wealth is not renew- 
able. Once we lose our minerals 
to foreigners, they are lost forev- 
ex. Why must the Supreme Court 
decide what to do with them and 
not the Filipino people them- 
selves in a plebiscite? 

—AMADO GAT INCIONG, 
Unit301 Union Square 
Condominium, 

145 15th Avenue, 
Cubao, Quezon City 
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NPAs double-faced war 


ALLOW u$ to borrow a quotation 
from Confucius, “Woe to those 
who caused misery to other peo- 
ple's lives.” We, the people from 
Natonin and Sagada, Mountain 
Province, condemn the dastardly 
Killing of 2nd Lt. Ben Tamate 
Puyao and his men by the New 
People's Army. Puyao was leading 
a team of Army troops on a mercy 
mission to bring supplies and save 
people in flooded areas in San 
Rafael, Bulacan at the height of ty- 
phoon "Winnie," when they were 
ambushed by the NPA in San 
Rafael, Bulacan. 

T attended the wake and burial 
of Puyao here at a local Baptist 
Church at Camp 7, Baguio City 
and I was very moved to see the 
three little kids and the wife he 
left behind. Hundreds of relatives, 
friends, townmates and former 
students also came to condole 
with his family. Before he earned 
his commissionship, he taught for 
10 years at the San Vicente High 
School, Baguio City, where he was 
liked and loved by his students 


Why just now? 


AS we all know, the Philippines is 
blessed with different types of nat- 
ural resources. As citizens of this 
country itis evidently our duty to 
take care of these natural re- 
sources. Buta lot of people would 
rather abuse and misuse these 
God-given gifts. 

This can be seen, for example, 
in illegal logging. This practice is 
not only against the law but it 
causes alot of damage to our envi- 
ronment. Illegal logging can also 
be blamed for the devastation 
caused by the recent typhoons. 
These typhoons left a series of 
flash floods and landslides that 


and co-teachers. 

It was really revolting to hear 
the NPAs Ka Roger Rosal declare 
that the massacre of the 10 Army 
soldiers led by Puyao was a legiti- 
mate encounter, Did Ka Roger 
and his band of terrorists think 
that kiling Puyao and his men 
helped the flood victims that 
needed the soldiers’ help that 
very moment, the very same peo- 
ple whom the NPA claims it is 
fighting for? The least Ka Roger 
and his minions could have done 
was apologize and express sym- 
pathy to the families of the sol- 
diers they massacred "at the 
height of a calamity. 

Who would have imagined 
that, in the middle of a vicious 
storm, someone would carry his 
war to his unsuspecting "enemies" 
who were only helping and trying 
tosave their fellow human beings, 
and then shoot them cold? 

—NARCELINO BALASO JR., MM, 

Market Compound, 
Poblacion, Bontoc, 
Mountain Province 


left hundreds of people dead or 
missing. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo 
consequently ordered a renewed 
crackdown on illegal loggers, The 
question is: Why just now? Do we 
really have to wait for hundreds of 
people to die or go missing before 
Our government enforces our 
laws? 

It is sad to say that these prob: 
lems are attended to only after 
tragedies occur. I think it is time to 
change our attitude before its too 
late. 

--ALDRICH LIM, 
aldrich_dlim@yahoo.com 


On the passing 
of ‘Da King’ 

1JOIN the nation in mourning the death of the great king of Philip- 
pine cinema. He deserves to be called “Da King.” He touched the 
lives of so many people, especially the Filipino masses who looked 
up to him. My heart goes out to his wife Susan Roces who is suffer- 
ing so much pain due to her loss. May God giver her the strength 
she needs at this most difficult time. Let us remember Fernando 
Poe Jr. and his legacy as a true and great Filipino Wilma Delos 
California, USA 

1 would like to 
extend my sincerest 
condolence to Poe's 
family. He was one 
of my favorite actors in the country. His way of life is worth emu- 
lating. His kindness and generosity will always be remembered. 
Paalam Ronnie [Farewell, Ronnie].—Anna Marie Ауалсей; 
Kemp Hamilton, 75 Graywood Rd., Hamilton, Ontario, Cat 
da 


Voices 
ON INQ7.NET 


Has it come to this point? Nincompoops in the House of Repre- 
sentatives are proposing to Пу the national colors at half-staff as a 
gesture of national respect for the actor-turned-presidential candi- 
date. Trivializing the national flag for a popular actor? How low 
can we go? Let's face it. | was also an admirer of the actor as ап 
artist, when better actors were not around. But do not want to see 
the flag desecrated by flying it at half-staff to honor an actor just 
because of his movie accomplishments. —Jose Orozco, Calamba, 
Laguna 

Regarding the proposal to fly the Philippine flag at half-staff in 
honor of Poe who died on Dec. 14, it is ridiculous that some mem- 
bers of the House could think they can just declare nation in com- 
plete mourning. They should know that we have rules, regulations 
and laws to keep things in order. Perhaps, people need to realize 
that he is а “king” in the movies and not in reality— Vernon Lee 
Ferrer, 3412 Hollygreen Drive, 102 Virginia Beach, VA 23451 

1 pity the lare Fernando Poe Jr. When he ran for president, | had 
no doubt that he was sincere. However, other than his total lack of 
education and experience in politics, what really kept me from 
voting for him were the traditional politicians who surrounded 
him. From the very beginning it was obvious that they urged him 
to nin because he would just be putty in their hands. They egged 
him to run because they were bankrupt—morally and political- 
ly—as leaders. In short, they tried to use him. 

Now, even in his death, they want to use him again. It leaves a 
bad taste in the mouth when the same traditional politicians issue. 
presumptuous statements about how Poe was so depressed be- 
cause he felt cheated out of victory in the last presidential elec- 
tions. Please refrain from squeezing oit Poe's death for whatever 
political mileage or publicity. Poe died because it was already his 
time as determined by the Maker. Leave it at that. Let Poe rest in 
peace —Eyriche Cortez, 111 West Avenue, Quezon City 

Like millions of others, I have watched practically all of Poe's 
movies since 1 was a kid. He was the favorite actor of my dad who 
would drag me along to the cinema whenever Poe had a new 
movie out, So even now, seeing his movies being replayed on TV 
brings back fond memories of bonding with my dad. 

And his movies were not so bad, whether they were fantasy, ac- 
tion, comedy or all of the above, they were all pretty OK. 

admired Poe, the gentleman, the man's man, the idol and the 
action star. That is, until he ran for president, In that brief span of 
time when he was used as a puppet by scheming politicians, I lost 
all respect for him. 1 was working for Sen. Panfilo Lacson's cam- 
paign back then, and I even wrote an article that came out in the 
papers stating why people shouldn't vote for Poe, 

In retrospect, | feel bad about having to be the one to discour- 
age people from voting for the overwhelmingly popular actor, 
but do not regret that in some small way І contributed to his de- 
feat in the elections. If he had won, we wouldn't be mourning the 
death of an actor today, we would be mourning the death of a na- 
tion. Perhaps, Divine Providence took “Da King" at this time, so 
that unscrupulous politicians can no longer take advantage of 
him. Shortly after his loss in the polls, there was talk among op- 
position members to make him run for senator in the next elec- 
tion. They should have learned to leave the man alone.--Mark 
Cabilangan, Quezon City 
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Baguio 
to patent 
festival 

name 


By Vincent Cabreza 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau. 


BAGUIO CITY—Threatened by flower 
festival projects being lined up by other 
towns, the city council voted to patent 
the name and concept of the Panagbe- 
nga, Baguio's flower festival, that has 
drawn crowds of tourists every February 
for the last nine years. 

‘The council's immediate concern was 
lawyer Damaso Bangaoet, a former pres- 
ident of the defunct John Hay-Poro Point 
Management Corp. PDC). 

Bangaoet started the festival in 1995, in 
tandem with the developers of Camp John 
Hay, and had been chairing the Baguio 
Flower Festival Foundation Inc. (ВЕРЕ) to 
sustain the projects momentum. 

Councilors here said Bangaoet was 
scheduled to manage a similar festival 
Project called Adivay for neighboring La 
“Trinidad, Benguet, which grows most of 
the flowers sold in the city 

Bangaoet said he designed the Adivay 
festival as a "complementary" activity to 
Baguio's Panagbenga. 

He also resigned from the executive 
committee, and accepted a consultancy 
offer from La Trinidad Mayor Nestor Fong- 
‘wan to run the Adivay festival in February. 

Bangacet resigned from the committee 
over policy differences with some members. 

Councilor Erdolfo Balajadia said the 
city must protect its proprietary rights 
‘over Panagbenga to stop anyone from the 
BFFFI from wrestling back control over 
the festival to offer it to other towns. 

BFFFI records show that the annual 
Panagbenga has drawn up to six million. 
tourists since 1995. 

Leticia Clemente, city budget officer, 
said BFFFI earnings in 2003 and 2004 
reached P2.4 million. 

This was based on an independent au- 
dit that was conducted for the BFFFI, she 
told the council on Monday. 


4 Garcia cars 
can’t be found 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ILOILO CITY—The Sandiganbayan is still 
tracing at leastfour vehicles owned by retired 
Major Gen. Carlos Garcia and his family that 
remain unaccounted for and was sequestered 
by the anti-graft body. 

Sandiganbayan chief sheriff Edgardo Uri- 
ега said a three-member team from the sher- 
iff's division failed to locate the vehicles when 
the team served the courts seizure order of 
the vehicles in Iloilo and Guimatas last week. 

‘The sheriffs found a Honda CRV sport utility 
vehicle (SUV) in a repair shop on Delgado 
Street in lloilo City. The vehicle, owned by Gar- 
cats eldest son Tan Carl, was impounded and 
brought to Manila on Monday with the help of 
the Traffic and Management Group and the 
Land Transportation Office in Western Visayas. 

He said they are still looking for a Mit- 
subishi L300 van, a Honda Civic sedan, a Toy- 
ога Rav 4 SUV and a Toyota 4x4 pickup. The 
vehicles could have been transferred to near- 
by islands like Negros, said Urieta in a tele- 
phone interview with the INQUIRER- 

‘The former military comptroller is facing 
charges of amassing P143 million in stolen 
wealth. 


Former Batangas 
vice mayor slain 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—A former vice 
mayor of Agoncillo, Batangas was shot dead by 
two unidentified gunmen in front of a girlie bar 
inthe neighboring town of Taal early yesterday. 
Senior Supt. Don Montenegro, Batangas 
police director, identified the victim as former 
Vice Mayor Raul Perez, 50, a resident of 
Barangay San Jacinto, Agoncillo. 
Montenegro said Perez had just gone out of 
the Lady Anne Disco Pub in Barangay Cawit, 
‘Taal at about 3 a.m. and was about to board 
his car when the suspects suddenly appeared 
from nowhere and repeatedly shot him. 
Montenegro said residents in the area rushed 
Perez to the Don Juan Dimayuga Hospital 
where he was declared dead on arrival after suf- 
fering atleast 12 gunshot wounds in the body. 
Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau. 
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NPA rebels raid N. Ecija town hall 


By Tonette Orejas and Anselmo Roque 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 5 


CAMP OLIVAS, Pampanga—Commandeering the cars of the mayor, 
parish priest and two traders, 50 New People’s Army rebels stormed 
the municipal hall and police station of Carranglan, Nueva Ecija, 


some 180 km northeast of here, on Wednesday night. 


‘The attack came shortly before Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo declared a cease- 
fire on the part of government soldiers. 

The daring raid, the fourth since last 
‘week in Central Luzon, lasted only five 
minutes, Senior Supt. Alex Monteagu- 
do, Nueva Ecija police chief, said. 


In Tarlac City, 10 heavily armed NPA 
rebels shot and killed a policeman in 
Barangay San Isidro on Tuesday night. 
SPO2 Froilan Biag, 42, was reportedly 
killed for his “crimes against the peo- 
ple" according to the NPAs Nelson 
Mesina Command, which owned re- 


sponsibility for the murder. 

In the Nueva Ecija attack, 50 rebels 
conducted checkpoints in Barangay 
Padilla, about 3 km from Carranglan 
town proper, before launching the raid. 

It was through the checkpoints that 
they seized four vehicles, including 
those of Carranglan Mayor Luvimindo 
Otic and the parish priest identified on- 
iyas Father Pisico. 

Three of the vehicles were later 
abandoned in a remote place in Car- 
ranglan while a van was used by some 
rebels in their escape. 

The rebels fled with four M-16 rifles. 
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They also destroyed the police station's 
computer sets and communication 
equipment. 

It was the second rebel attack in Car- 
ranglan following an ambush in 1995 
where four people were killed, 

Theseriesof renewed offensives came in. 
the runup to the 33rd founding ofthe Com- 
munist Party of the Philippines on Рес. 26. 

In Tarlac City, police said Biag, together 
with SPO2 Eduardo Jarillo, went to investi- 
gate a traffic incident in Sitio Molave when 
they were stopped by several armed men 
along the highway _ Withareportfrom 
Ronald Dizon, PDI Central Luzon Desk 
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Beautiful moments. 
Elegantly yours. By Carla P. Gomez. BACOLOD CITY—Consumers of the Central 
PDI Visayas Bureau Negros Electric Cooperative can expect lower 
electric rates next 
year after the Energy 
Regulatory Commis- 
sion approved its ap- 
plication to have its 
loan condoned. 
This was disclosed 
by ERC chair Rodolfo 
Albano Jc in a letter re- 
ceived on Wednesday 
by Bacolod City Rep. 
Monico Puentevella. 
Ceneco manager 
Henry Sia said the 
amount condoned is 
close to P300 million. 
The reduction im 
electric rates would 
be implemented in 
February 2005 after 
the ERC shall have 
made permanent the 
resolution that co: 
doned the loans 
curred by Ceneco. 
Albano said in the 
letter that the ERC 
approved Ceneco's 
application for its 
loan to be condoned 
during its board 
meeting on Nov. 19. 
This is in line with. 
Executive Order No. 
119 signed by Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Ar- 
= % kB тоуо on Aug. 28 that 
Sk Opa Lam 24 Coor Quat Корк» айу wagas cna anga eatery ше: ФО; rosa 2703 daraan E 8 supported the ге 
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ах Optic Ziom 20 Calor барів. Ауу. ЖУР smart coa sege Carp Eatery Eie} 2р waghipo tuna] SEAS LTE FA: Under EO 119, the 
28x Optical Zoe. 2 Coler Dey Аска. V? septa n sario drcuatur Ut in regio bath ЕЕ Tamas A "мт Power Sector Assets 
pepe ` 5 i: and Liabilities Man- 
= agement Corp. was 
mandated to assume 
the outstanding loans 
‘on Cay Tet a THRE Fae цагт ү ofall electric coopera- 
pagi a X : tives from the Nation- 
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cured to finance 
For reservations please call: 372-4485 or 411-8640 their respective rural 
electrification pro- 

grams, he said. 
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Defensor dared: Run 


after Quezon loggers 


LUCENA CITY—The environmentalist group 


1 nx 


Congratulations to the NOVEMBER winners of 


" 
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ipinos must work hand in hand to combat the 


Crusade for Sustainable Environment based 
in Mauban, Quezon has dared Environment. 
Secretary Michael Defensor to vigorously pur- 
sue the fight against all illegal logging syndi- 
cates based in the town, some 157 km east 
southeast of Manila. 

“Were more than willing to help in identifying 
the names ofthe syndicate members and the loca- 
tion of their ples of hot logs? CSE president Beth 
Escueta-Mossman said in an interview here. 

Mossman furnished the Inquirer at least 10 
names of Mauban residents, who, she alleged, are 
all involved in ilegal logging in Sierra Madre. 

She also handed a sketch of the locations of 
the different stockyards of hot logs and sever- 
al unlicensed sawmills in the area that, she 


said, cater to the 


menace of illegal loggers. The government, es- 
pecially the military, would surely welcome 
any information from Ms Mossman's group,” 
Rosario said, 

The activist group Pambansang Lakas ng 
Kilusang Mamamalakaya ng Pilipinas also 
pressed Defensor to file criminal charges 
against members ofthe so-called Mauban Boys, 
a logging syndicate based in the town that was 
identified by a Quezon official on Tuesday. 

“All Secretary Defensor needs is a strong po- 
litical drive to save the environment and the 
people from further destruction and ecological 
disaster” Pamalakaya information officer Ger- 
1yAlbertCorpuzsaidoverthephone. Delfin 
Mallari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau. 


needs of illegal log- 
gers. 

“Some local offi- 
cials of Mauban are 
also deeply involved 
in illegal logging op- 
erations,” according 
to Mossman. 

She, however, said 
her group does not 
‘want to get involved 
with the military and | 
the police in the re- 
newed drive against 
illegal logging. 

"We dont tust 
them, noteven Mr. Vic- i 
tor Corpus. We've had 
enough experience in 
the miltarys involve- 
ment with illegal log- 
gers,” Mossman said. 

But Maj. Ramon 
Rosario, deputy com- 
mander of the Army's 
2nd Civil Relations 
Group-Civil Relation 
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ANTITERROR MEASURE 
Phones, bags banned in churches 


MATI, Davao Oriental—Police the Mati Cathedral. Nobody was — Catimbang said cell phones start ofthe Mass. 
have banned cell phones and inside the Church during the ex- maynowbeusedasremotebomb „When some of them returned, 
bags inside churches as part of a plosion. detonators. they no longer have their mobile 
tightened security measure Catimbang said Mati Bishop “We, along with Church offi- phones with them. 
against possible terror attacks. Patricio Alo has adopted the cials,willcontinuetopersuade _ Anecita Malayong, 67, said she 

Chief Insp. Jose Catimbang, ban in all the provinces 11 the people to support this mea- had long suggested the ban on 
Mati police chief, said the ban towns. sure because as far as I know, cell phones inside the Mati Cathe- 
covers those who attend dawn Before the start of Thurs- wecouldnotconfiscatethecell dral “because this is a place of 
masses, day's dawn Mass in Mati Cathe- phones of churchgoers because worship.” a 

Catimbang said it was the lo- dral, authorities took time to there's no law on that. We “Those who bring in their 
cal Catholic Church that request. inform churchgoers of the new could only check the contents mobile phones inside the 
ed tightened security in the wake policy. of the bags of the churchgoers Church are insensitive 
of intelligence reports that ter- “We hope the people will sup. but we could not confiscate Catholics. 1 think they were 
forists were planning to attack port this measure because its their cell phones,” Catimbang there not to worship but to 
here. for their safety. If a bomb ex- said. flaunt their expensive mobile 

During the all-out war de- plodes inside the Church and But on Thursday, some phones. That is disgusting be- 
clared by former President many people die, they would churchgoers who brought in cause they only disturb other 
Joseph Estrada in 2000 against immediately blame the police their cell phones and bags worshippers,” Malayong said. 
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front for not doing their job,” Catim- were seen walking out of the Ferdinand Zuasola, PDI Min- 
(MILF), a bomb went off inside bang said. Church premises prior to the danao Bureau 


Gunman shoots dead Australian, self in Antique 


ILOILO CITY—An Australian па- the capital town of San José. found beside Elbert. suffering from a nervous break- 
tional was shot dead Wednesday Supt. Ronilo Quebrar, Antique Тһе Australian, a family guest, down based on accounts of family 
night in Sibalom town in An- police director, said the suspect arrived in Sibalom last week fora members, 
tique. End the victim died of bullet vacation. There were reports that "Тһе killing was unprovoked 
"The suspect, Elbert Mallorca, woundsinthe head. he was a friend of one of Ebert's and for no apparent reason," 
эт Шей шне afier shooting" Fernandez.Czo, from Bris- sisters but Quebrar refused to Quebrar said in a telephone in: | PRODUCT DISPLAY woxcosunronomemuzomuaay 
Greg Mark Fernandez Cao, 41, at. bane, was killed in the sala atthe confirm this or comment on who terview. He said Elbert ap- | The provincial government of locos Sur finds an ingenious way 
around 7:30 pm at the Mallorea ground floor of the two-story invited the victim to come to An- peared tense days before the | of displaying the province's products—hang them ona 
residence in Barangay Vilas 7 Rouse wile Elbert was ound on tpe killing and had difficulty sleep- | Christmas tree. This tree, built infront of the provincial capitol 
km from the poblacion of theroofofthehouse.A38calre- Quoting investigators, Que- ing. _ Nestor Burgos Jr., PDI ilding, features Vigan jars, t ini 3 
Sibalom, The town is 10 km from volver with three bullets was brar said Elbert was apparently Visayas Bureau babaing, сте Vigan Hex pad уннн кы 
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From page Al 


"The press secretary and ex- 
ecutive director of the National 
Commission for Culture and 
the Arts are quoted to have 
said that there is “a sense in 
Malacafiang” to honor Poe 
with an award. Is this posthu- 
mous award done to honor him 
for his contributions to Philip- 
pine cinema or is ‘it a legal 
loophole to allow the flag to be 
flown at half-staff on the day of 
his interment? 

Either way, whoever autho- 
rizes this will be damned if 
he/she does and damned if 
he/she doesn't. Respect for law 
and a national symbol, the 
Philippine flag, is at issue here. 

If the present Flag Code is in- 
convenient for some, perhaps it 
is timeto review, amend or abol- 
ish it, But while the code is in 
force, it mustbe followed. 


No legal basis 

Since no legal basis was in 
sight, Rep. Imee Marcos cited as 
a precedent the lowering of flags 
оп the death of Filipino world 
boxing champion | Gabriel 
“Flash” Elorde in 1985. That was 
possible when then President 
Ferdinand E. Marcos was practi- 
cally the law, and that case has 
since been invalid because no le- 
gal provision for it exists in the 
present Flag and Heraldic Code 
signed into law by then Presi- 
dent Fidel V Ramos in 1998. 

‘Since 1972, the institute has 
been the implementing agency 
of the Flag and Heraldic Code 
of the Philippines that has had 
a long and colorful evolution 
into Republic Act No. 8491. 

To get around this legal im- 
pediment, some quarters pro- 
posed that the late actor be 
buried at the Libingan ng mga 
Bayani. The proposal was po- 
litely refused by Poe's widow, 
Susan Roces. 

Roces had the last word 
when she announced that the 
flag would be lowered to half- 
staff inside the compound of 
FPJ Studios. 

Another option floated was 
that Poe be given a posthumous 
award or decoration such as the 
National Artist Award or the 
Presidential Order of Merit bur 
these will have to pass through 
astringent screening and evalu- 
ation process that may end in 
more debate and thus provoke 
further division rather than rec- 
onciliation. 


Buck stops in 2 places 

In the end, the recommenda- 
tion of the NHI—the lead agen- 
су that tries, often vainly, to en- 
force the Flag Code—would 
help decide the issue. 

‘As of noon yesterday, mem- 
bers of the NHI board were 
asked to resolve the issue in an 
informal referendum. The ma- 
Jority of the board members 
took into consideration the 
sentiment of FPJ fans and po- 
litical supporters, but decided 
against the proposal of lower- 
ing the flag at half-staff. 

While accommodating Imee 
Marcos’ request is the path of 
least resistance it would set a 
precedent that would make it 
difficult to address many similar 
requests in the future. Thus, the 
buck stops in two places—Mala- 
cañang and Congress. Both can 
order the lowering of the flag at 
halfstaff for Femando Poe Jr, 
and can also call for a review 
and amendment of the law. 

When Ferdinand Marcos re- 
organized the government in 
1972, all the various commis- 
sions set up to commemorate. 
historical events and persons 
were integrated and placed un- 
der the NHI. 

All laws being general, and 
sometimes vague, implement- 
ing rules and regulations were 
drawn up to make things clear- 
er. At the moment the national 
flag is permanently hoisted at 
halfstaff throughout the year 
at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier, Libingan ng mga 
Bayani and the Mausoleo de 
los Veteranos de la Revolucion. 


NHI resolution 

Last year the National His- 
torical Institute board made a 
resolution stating that the flag 


Lowering flag 
for Poe violates 
law, rules NHI 


shall be flown at half-staff dur- 
ing the death anniversary of 
heroes and heroines, calami- 
ties of grave adversity of na- 
tional or international solem- 
nity as ordered by the Office oF 
the President, as may be rec- 
ommended by the institute. 


The qualified 

Aside from the above, the 
flag can be flown at half-staff 
on the day of the announce- 
ment of the death of the fol- 
lowing officials—the President 
or former President for 10 
days; the Vice President, the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court, the President of the Sen- 
ate and Speaker of the House 
of Representatives for seven 
days; Cabinet secretaries, asso- 
ciate justices of the Supreme 
Court, members of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, 
the chief of staff of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines and 
the director general of the PNP, 
or equivalent in rank for five 
days; heads of national govem- 
ment agencies, including 
GOCCs, for three days; com- 
manding generals of the Philip- 
pine Air Force, Army and the 
flag officer in command of the 
Philippine Navy for three days. 

“Governors, vice governors, 
city and municipal mayors and 
vice mayors for three days; 
members of the Sangguniang 
Panlalawigan, — Panglungsod 
and Bayan, on the day of inter- 
ment; veterans of the previous 
wars, barangay chairmen and 
councilmen on the day of inter- 
ment; former national or local 
government officials, appoint- 
ed or elected, other than those. 
specified above, on the day of 
interment, within their former. 
respective territorial jurisdic- 
tions and by resolution of their 
respective sanggunian. 

"Regional directors, superin 
tendens, supervisors, prin 
pals, teachers and other school 
officials on the day of interment 
and by order of the proper 
‘school authorities concerned; 
recipients of national orders and 
decorations, on the day of inter- 
ment and by order of the Presi- 
dent or the Congress; and other 
persons to be determined by the 
Institute, including the former 
Vice President, the Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Court, the Presi- 
dent of the Senate and the 
‘Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives for a period of less 
than seven days.” 


Not qualified 

If we follow the above, Fer- 
nando Poe Jr. does not qualify 
for the lowering of the flag at 
half-staff on the day of his in- 
terment. Media provided more 
heat than illumination by un- 
dertaking ambush interviews 
of government officials who 
later made well-meaning state- 
ments that painted President. 
Arroyo into a very tight corner. 


15 minutes of fame yearly 

"While the primary aim of the 
NHI should be the research 
and popularization of Philip- 
pine history, it has been sad- 
Фей with ether functions like 
going over the designs of 
postage stamps, or issuing cer- 
tifications that would enable 
otherwise historically insignifi- 
cant groups to get commemo- 
rative car plates. 

Ofen overlooked and ig- 
nored, the institute has its an- 
nual 15 minutes of fame when 
itpresides or organizes national 
commemorations, like Rizal 
Day (Dec. 30), or Indepen- 
dence Day (June 12). The insti- 
tute also serves as the custodian 
of a number of historic 
sites—most prominent being 
the Aguinaldo Shrine in Kawit 
the Quezon Memorial Shrine 
‘Quezon City; the Rizal Shrines 
inCalamba, Laguna, Fort Santi- 
ago in Manila and Dapitan in 
‘Zamboanga del Norte, and the 
Mabini Shrines in Tanauan, 
Batangas, and Nagtahan. 

Unfortunately reflected glo- 
ту from our heroes does not 
help when the institute has to 
resolve an overheated issue 
like the lowering of the Philip- 
pine Вар as an expression of 
national mourning for the late 
Fernando Poe Jr. 
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birth certificate?” she said. 

Poe's camp had alleged that 
documents brought out by for- 
mer National Archives Director 
Ricardo Manapat in the heat of 
the political campaign this year 
showing the presidential con- 
tender was not a Filipino had 
been forged. Lawyer Victorino 
Fornier had also filed a disqualifi- 
сабой case against Poe, arguing 
that he was not a natural-bom 
Filipino, but the case was thrown 
out by the Supreme Court. 

‘The actress also pointed out 
the irony in conferring the title of 
National Artist on Poe by some 
quarters, when they had qu 
toned her husband's citizens! 
“What are the qualifications in or- 
der to be given such an honor? 
Who is giving the award?" she 
asked. 


Timing of offer 

Twice in the interview, with 
GMA 7s Mel Tiangco, Susan 
questioned the timing of the of- 
fer. 

Asked to comment on the report 
that Malacafiang was amenable to 
giving her husband a Presidential 
Merit Award, the actress said: 
“Sana ibalik na lang nila ang ilang 
percentage ng entertainment tax 
to the people in the industry My 
view is that Ronnie deserves to be 
honored by his colleagues and by 
people who sincerely feel that he 
made significant contributions to 
the industry” 


Scolds ABS-CBN 

Later, in another interview 
with ABS-CBN, she told a star- 
Чей Karen Davila of TV Patrol 
World: "Masama ang loob ko sa 
inyo, Channel 2," she said blunt- 
ly, charging that its bias against 
her husband in the coverage of 
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Angry, hurt Susan speaks out 


his presidential bid, had contin 
ued in its reporting about Poe's 
electoral protest, his illness and 
death. 

“Hindi ko kikimkimin ang sama 
ng loob ko, she emphasized. 
“People don't want to watch your 
news coverage because you capi- 
talize on personel hurt,” she said. 

The widow then proceeded to 
cite instances during the last elec- 
tions when Channel 2 reporters 
only took “tight shots” designed 
to create the impression that 
FPJ's sorties were not wellat- 
tended. “You did not show the 
crowd, you weren't showing the 
people,” she said. 

Reacting to the interview, 
ABS-CBN sent a brief statement 
saying it "respects the senti- 
ments of Ms Roces," and was ex- 
tending its condolences to the 
Poe fami 

Regarding plans to assume 
her husband's role in the oppo- 

ition, Roces said tersely: “I 
just want to clarify that 

no plans of joining politics. 1 
have no plans of making my 
life more complicated. 1 also 
do not want people to take ad- 
vantage of me,” the actress 
told Tiangco. 

“Marami akong gustong ipag- 
patuloy na alam kong gustong 
gawin ng aking asawa, pero para 
personal na ambisyon, wala akong 
ganoon. Palagay ko yan ang dahi- 
lan kaya nagkakaganito tayo 
ngayon. 


“Katulad nang mga nasabi ko 
nuon, pag ninakawan ka ng pera, 
madali. Pwede namang kikitain 
mo ulit yon. Pero pag ninakawan 
ka nang pangarap, di mo na 
maibabalik yon. 

“After this I want to spend 
sometime by myself, to gather my 
thoughts." 

But she said she did not regret 


her husband's foray into polities, 
although she felt a rage within 
her. 

“Galit dahil hanggang ngayon 
ang mga hinaing ng mga tao, ay 
hindi pa naibsan. Ang question ko, 
ano ba ang ginagawa nila sa mga 
nasirang tulay sa Quezon? Send- 
ing relief goods is not enough. 
What have they done about ille- 
gal logging?" 

Asked what she felt when a 
wreath sent by President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo was tom to 
shreds, she said: “Karamihan sa 
mga bulaklak na nandito ay gal- 
ing sa mga tao na kakilala 
namin, na sincero nagmahal kay 
FPJ. At yon din ang naram- 
daman nang mga supporter na 
tumatanggap. Di ako sang-ayon 
na hindi mabigyan galang ang 
mga alaala na pinaabot dito, 
pero hindi ko hawak ang 
damdamin sa mga tumatanggap 
nito, Nalulungkot ako na ma- 
dinig yan, pero it also reflects on 
the person sending it. Alam mo 
me atraso, dapat bumisina ka 
muna. Siguro dapat isipin nila 
ano ang atraso nila. May malaki 
ba silang atraso?" she said. 

Vowing that she would not 
keep mum from now on, Roces 
said she would be “the voice of 
the people.” But she stressed that 
she would do her bit to help “asa 
private person." 

"All want is for us to come to- 
gether to continue whatever his 
dreams were for all of us,” she 
said. “And like he said once, let us 
not lose hope because it is possi- 
ble that hope is the only thing we 
have now.” 

At the height of the campaign, 
Poe was often put on the defen- 
sive by his detractors who ques- 
tioned his citizenship, claiming 
he was nota Filipino. 

“I have no regrets that he 
joined politics," Roces said. “But 


Tm angry that they thought so lit- 
tle of my husband.” She said she 
was particularly hurt when Poe 
was referred to as a "mere actor" 
by newspaper publisher Max So- 
liven. 

She said actors like her know 
the value of education, and 
that is why they strive to have 
their children finish school. 
But degrees and titles in them- 
selves mean nothing unless 
they are put to good use, she 
said. H 
On a lighter note, Roces said". 
she had used her husband's per- 
fume for the occasion, and lifted 
the hem of her skirt to show off. 
Poe's black socks. She also carried 
his white handkerchief, she 
added. 

Asked why she did that, Roces 
replied: “So that Ican feel him all 
around me. 

When Tiangco asked her to 
confirm astory that Poe had com- 
mandeered the singer Rico J. 
Puno to serenade her on one oc- 
casion when she was in a jealous 
mood, Roces replied with a 
laugh: “Hindi lang si Rico.” At one 
time, she said Poe hired an entire 
orchestra just to appease her. 

“At lumalabas ang pago 
ka-Bisaya ko pag galit ako," she 
admitted. 

Every Dec. 16 for the last 
three decades, Roces said she 
and Poe would wake up staring 
at each other, and then blurt 
out: "Napagtiyagaan na naman 
natin ang isa’t-isa. Isang taon na 
naman. 

‘They did nothavetosay, “Ilove 
you,” she said, for deep in their 
hearts, they knew how much they 
cared for each other. 

At the end of the interview, Su- 
san thanked all those who sup- 
ported her husband. 

"He has not left us,” she said. 
“He is still with us.” 


Mourners stream on; orderly lines restored 
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calm when inline. 

"We appeal to FPJ's supporters. 
Please keep your cool. Everybody 
will see him eventually,” Conrad 
said. 

‘A medical team is now on stand- 
by should a similar incident occur. 
Portable toilets have also been 
made available to the public. 

By around 2:30 a.m. yesterday, 
the crowd had swelled to about 
7,000. The scores of people who 
had been waiting for some üme 
pleaded that the gate on Sto. 
Domingo Street be opened, accord- 
ing to marshal Raymund Simon, 

“The organizers did open the gate, 
bat they failed to stop the onslaught 
of people. A railing that had been 
keeping people in line collapsed. 

“think it was a combination of 
grief, impatience and irritation. 
‘There were just too many people 
wanting to get inside at the same 
time, and the people got impa- 
tient," Simon said. 

Atleast one woman anda child 
were pinned to the ground, ac- 
cording to witnesses, 

But the injuries were minor, 
and the organizers were able to 
restore order with the police's 
help soon after, Simon said. 

“About what happened yester- 
day, it has been fixed. We made 
adjustments to make the lines 
better,” Cortez told reporters, 

He added: "We ask the people 
to be patient. Everybody will 
have his chance to see FPJ.” 

In a phone interview, former 
Sen. Vicente Sono Ш said the 
“multitude” of mourners had been 


a source of comfort to Poe's widow, 
"movie actress Susan Roces, the rest 
ofthe family and friends. 

“Tm not surprised to see the 
multitude of people there because 
this was the same scene during 
Poe's presidential campaign and 
the May election,” Sotto said. 

"His votes were just not count- 
ed,” added Sotto, referring to the 
opposition's conviction that Poe 
had been cheated of victory in ће 
May election. 

Sotto called on Poe's erstwhile 
critics who were now praising him 
to stop. He said Poe's supporters 
‘were resenting this turnaround, 

"Where were they when [Poe] 
needed their help [during the 
election]? They even went 
against him," Sotto said, 

The exsenator said Poe's family 
and friends were making sure that 
the wake would bea solemn one, 

He said he had opposed a sug- 
gestion that a program be held 
outside the church. Poe would 
not have liked the idea, he said. 

“People are there to view FPJ, 
and nottobe entertained," he said. 


National Artist 

‘Senator-actors Ramon "Bong" 
Revilla Jr. and Lito Lapid are mov- 
ing to get Poe recognized as a Na- 
tional Artist. 

Revilla filed Resolution No. 48 
recommending Poe's recognition, 
saying the movie idol had greatly 
contributed not only to the devel- 
opment of the Filipino film but al- 
so to Philippine culture, heritage 
and history. 

“FPJ exemplified ideals thar in- 
spired the lives of the Filipino mass- 


es? Revilla saidin the resolution. 

Lapid, for his part, wrote the 
National Commission for Culture 
and the Arts endorsing the award. 
forPoe. 

“We must not let his memory 
wither away in history but, 
rather, elevate him to the 
pedestal he rightfully deserves so 
that his life may continue to in- 
spire the millions whose lives he 
once touched,” Lapid said in his 
letter to NCAA Executive Director 
Cecile Guidote-Alvarez. 

Lapid described Poe as “an 
artist, a mentor, ап icon and, more 
importantly, aman of great heart.” 

Conrad Poe said the recom- 
mended conferment of the tite Na- 
tional Artist on his late brother was 
most welcome. Nevertheless, he 
said, the burial at the North Ceme- 
tery in Manila would push through. 


Staying together 

"What was definitely planned is 
that Ronnie will be buried at the 
family plot for only one reason—we 
love one another and we want to 
saytogether" Conrad said. 

"Even in death, we want to stay 
where we can easily be accessible 
to people, and [where] he won't 
be considered too far away from 
those who love him,” Conrad 
added. 

As for the title itself, Rez Cortez 
said it was “iong overdue.” 

“Weare thankful thathe would 
be given such an honor,” Cortez 
told reporters. "But I want to em- 
phasize this: Let us not put Poe in 
abor. Heis notjustan [entertain- 
ment] icon, he is also a leader in 
the country.” 


Marichu Maceda, a close pa 
of the family, said a "core group" 
had diScussed-the idea of Presi 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo coming 
to the wake the other night. 

‘The consensus among "Poe's 
supporters" was that it would be 
beer if Ms Arroyo refrained 
from doing so, Maceda said, 

“We talked about it lastnight, 
Maybe we should just allow the 
people's grief to pass. Let us not 
aggravate the situation, because 
emotions are high,” she said, 
adding: 

*[Ms Arroyo should] just let 
us grieve alone, in private. 
There is a time and a place for 
everything .. so that it won't 
add to the anger and resentment 
ofthe people." 

On Wednesday, Poe supporters 
torched the wreath that Ms Ar- 
royo had sent to the Sto. Domin- 
go Church, They also tore to bits 
the wreath sent by Speaker Jose 
de Venecia. See box. 

Certain parties in the Poe camp 
had also cited the results of the 
last election as an indirect cause 
ofthe actor's demise. 

“As far as the family is con- 
cerned, they welcome anyone 
who comes here,” Maceda said. 
“Bur the worry of those who sup- 
port [Poe] is that if [Ms Arroyo] 
comes here and she is disrespect- 
ed ... kami pa ang lalabas na 
masama (we will come out the 
bad guys).” 

Maceda said the President had 
senta letter of condolence to Ro- 
ces: "My sister Gina [de Venecia] 
personally gave it to Susan, That 
isenough.” 


Funeral convoy to stop by a place loved by FPJ 
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the Filipino way of death. 

‘The remains of the actor will 
be borne by a horse-drawn car- 
riage. 

Poe's sprawling studio com- 
plex is over a hectare. Bought in 
1970, the studio was recently 
renovated with one wall now de- 
voted to framed posters of Poe's 
movies that trace his filmic biog- 
raphy. 

Close friend and former Sen. 
Vicente Sotto Il said yesterday he 
and other friends of Poe, like 
Tony Tuviera, were working on 
the funeral details for the “King of 
Philippine Movies” and former 
presidential aspirant. 

The initial plan was for the fu- 
neral procession to leave Sto. 
Domingo Church in the morning, 
proceed to his studio in San Fran- 


cisco Del Monte in Quezon City. 

From there, the funeral en- 
tourage would go straight to the 
North Cemetery where Poe 
would be laid to rest beside his 
parents, 

And because ofthe huge tumout 
of people wanting to take part, Sot- 
to said he expects the funeral pro- 
cession to proceed slowly. 

Poe's widow, Susan Roces, said 
inan interview on GMA7 lastnight 
that following the first early тот- 
ing Mass at Sto. Domingo Church, 
the funeral cortege will sex out on 
foot to the North Cemetery. 

Poe will be buried before 
noon--a family tradition, accord- 
ing to Marichu Maceda, a close 
family friend. 

She said the parish had in- 
formed the family that there 
would be a wedding at 9 a.m. on 
that day, 


“We should therefore vacate 
the chapel at around 7 am,” 
Maceda said, adding that Poe 
would not want to inconvenience 
anyone, 


Like ‘Oplan Kaluluwa" 

The traffic and security ar- 
rangements for Poe's funeral 
will likely be similar to “Oplan 
Kaluluwa” on Nov. 1, All Saints 
Day, according to Supt. Cesar 
Javier, chief of the Western Po- 
lice District's Traffic Enforce- 
ment Office. 

Javier told the Nomen in a 
е interview that while his of- 
would be handling relatively 

fewer roads compared to what the 
Quezon City police would have to 
secure during the funeral, he would 
be implementing measures involv- 
ing thousands, if not millions, of 
people expected to show up, 


f BEST COPY AVAILABLE ` 


For Oplan Kaluluwa, the PNP 
deployed its full force on the | 
streets to ensure the security of 1 
the millions of people observing ! 
the annual Filipino ritual of hon- 
oring the dead, 

Javier said Manila trafic police- + 
men would be watching the streets 
leading to the North Cemetery, 
particularly Dimasalang, Retiro, 
Maceda and Aurora Boulevard, He 
said city residents especially those. 
from Tondo, were expected to at- 
tend the burial. 


Crowd control 

"There would probably a lot of 
people going to the North Ceme- 
tery because FPJ has many fans. 
There might even be people still + 
there even after the burial is fin- 
ished," Javier said. With reports 
from Christine 0, Avendaño and 
Leila B. Salaverria 
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2004 


By Edson Tandoc Jr, 


PAUL Prasnik, 23, 
"told his girlfriend on 
Tuesday he. would 
call her the momeng, 
hereached home. `+ 

He never did. 

‘The following day 
Keiko Hendrick, 22, 
was shocked to find 
out that Prasnik was, 
found dead inside 
the bathroom of his 
Quezon City house 
On Almond Street, 
Project 3. 

He had 19 stab 
wounds, investigator 
РОЗ Felipe Tumibay 
told the Ingumen. 

Prasnik was a sec- 
ond-year medicine 
student at the Uni- 
versity of the East Ra- 
mon Magsaysay” 
Memorial Medical! 
Center. 

The master bed- 
room and the entire 
second floor of the 
house was in disar- 
ray, leading investi- 
gators to believe rob- 
bery could be the mo- 
tive behind the 
killing 

But the police have 
not yet determined” 
which items were 
taken away. 

Investigators also 
failed to get finger 
prints from the scene 
of the crime. The 
killers apparently 
used hand gloves,, 
two pairs of which 
were recovered in- 
side the house, Tu 
mibay said. 

Keiko told the po- 
lice her boyfriend left 
her house in West Av-" 
enue, Quezon City 
about 930 pm. 
Tuesday for his 
house. 

Because he did not 
call her as he had 
promised, she irled 
toring him up the fol- 
lowing morning. 

Keiko had called 
about a hundred 
times but he never 
answered. She then 
decided to go to his 
house where she 
found Prasniks life- 
less body Prasnik 
was stil in his school 
uniform, Tumibay 
added. 

The killer(s) ар. 
parently entered 
the house by cutting 
the steel grills lead- 
ing to the main 
door. Because the 
door was intact, Tu- 
mibay said the 
killers might have 
waited for Prasnik 
to arrive. 

Prasnik could have 
ran away from the 
suspects, and locked 
himself inside the 
bathroom, but the 
suspects were able to 
break in, Tumibay 
said, 

A witness said he 
saw three men who 
appeared to be wait- 
ing for someone in 
front of the victim's 
house about 7:30 
p.m, on Wednesday. 

The victim lived 
alone in the house 
since his parents and. 
siblings are all 
abroad, police said. 


Paralytic 
dies 
in fire 


A 65-YEAR-OLD par- 
alytic was burned to 
death in an early 
dawn fie in San 
Dionisio, Parañaque, 
yesterday. 
Fortunato Merca-. 
do was asleep when 
an electric fan that 
overheated fell on 
his mattress, spark- 
inga fire. A caregiver 
tried to carry him, 
but the victim's 
weight and the heat 
prevented him from 
doingso. Nancy 
C.Carvajal 


TRAST TERT TAT NOTE 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17,2004 


aman PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER.. 
SUERTRES (d) t5) dà EZ2 
SIX DIGIT (memactorder) . gd AB 


DAE earan 


Textus your feedback: inquirer met name/clty/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


E-mail: pr_metro@inquirercom.ph 


ETRO 


Editor Ester G. Dipasupil m Assistant Editor Cenon B. Bibe 


EET 


= 
о An 
SUPERLOTTO 6/49 


® PREE] agad ES 


SWEEPSTAKES 


Xmas merrier for 304 Manilans 


Scions of pols, cager 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


EVEN while he had seeming- 
ly lived a lifetime, 64-year- 
old Salvador Montafies still 
wanted to know more. And 
so the former seafarer went 
back to school in October to 
learn more about electron- 
ies. 

Yesterday morning, Mon- 


Manilans, 


in shooting spree 


thankful Duce said. 

She related that she was 
terrified when she saw sey- 
en bullet holes on her green 
Nissan pickup truck (PLC 
238), which was parked in 
front of her house at 316 
Agno Street. 

“1 used the pickup to 
bring and fetch my children 
to school,” Duce added. 

Duces house is two 
houses away from the resi- 
dence of Sen. Pia 

tano. 

"This is highly irregular 
since the police officers 
should have brought the 
suspects to the Muntinlupa 
police station for proper 
booking since their crime is 
frustrated murder” an 
irked Duce said. 


against the policemen and 
the Ayala Alabang security 
officers. 

“The AAV security did 
not inform us about the in- 
cident and did not check if 
anybody from my house 
was hurt,” complainant 
Luisa "Bambi" Roxas Duce 
told the INQuiagn. 

Duce said she realized 
that they had been shot at 
when she showed toa fami- 
ly friend the bullet holes in 
the screen windows of the 
house. 


By Nancy C. Carvajal ther of the brother suspects. 

Security guards posted 
on street corners of the vil- 
lage initially tried to flag 
down the white Lexus after 
it was seen driving away 
from the house of Duce but 
the driver refused to yield, 
prompting the security offi- 
cers to give chase. 

After a brief pursuit, the 
suspects on board the 
white Lexus were inter- 
cepted by security officers 
at the exit lane of the Ayala- 
Alabang Village Madrigal 
gate. 


Nailed 

According to the report 
of the AAV security, they 
hhad to set up nail spikes 
and pylons because the 
passengers on board the 
Lexus refused to stop. 

The report said a black 
leather pouch was found 
оп the suspects. The bag 
contained two firearms of 
unknown caliber. 

The bag was reportedly 
taken by the father of the 
brothers. 

Duce said the strafing in- 
cident might have some- 
thing to do with an earlier 
altercation between the 
suspects and her younger 
brother, Santi Roxas, 20. 

Duce said her brother 
and the suspects had a mis- 
understanding inside the V- 
Bar in Glorietta Mall in 
Makati City on Dec. 10. 


TWO scions ofa big political 
clan in Bicol and a son of a 
former basketball superstar 
were apprehended early 
dawn Tuesday after a shoot- 
ing incident inside the posh 
Ayala Alabang Village 
(AAV) in Muntinlupa City. 

The two members of the 
Bicol clan, one a minor and 
the other his 20-year-old 
brother, and a minor son of 
a former cager were accost- 
ed by village guards after a 
brief car chase. 

They were stopped be- 
cause their car matched the. 
description of the vehicle 
seen outside a house which 
was repeatedly shot at by 
several assailants. 

But before they could be 
investigated, responding 
policemen ` from е 
Muntinlupa police Precinct 
2 released the suspects to 
their father. 


Guns released 

The police officers iden- 
tified as PO3 Balajadia and 
PO1 Alvarez also failed to 
confiscate two firearms of 
“unknown calibers” earlier 
found by the apprehending 
security guards from the 
suspects. 

The families of the three 
‘suspects live in the village. 

Irked, the owner of the 
house which was shot at 
filed yesterday a complaint 


Unaware 

“I never thought that we 
were shot at, because Ican- 
not think of anybody with 
motive to hurt us,” she 
said. 

She added that she was 
awakened by the sound of 
gunshots, and instinctively 
checked on her children. 
Without knowing what had 
happened, she went back 
to sleep. 

“It was already moming 
when I saw wood splinters 
on the floor and stairs, it 
still did not occur to me 
that something had hap- 
pened,” Duce said. 

The splinters came from 
the wooden balustrade of 
the stairs leading to the sec- 
‘ond floor where Duce and 
her three small children 
slept. 

"Fortunately, none of my 
children were hurr,” a 


Three firearms 

Southern Police District 
scene-of-the-crime opera- 
tives were later able to 
gather deformed slugs 
and empty shells which in- 
dicated that at least three 
types of firearms were 
used: a caliber 45, a 9- 
mm and a caliber 22 
firearm. 

According to two wit. 
nesses, minutes before 
shots were fired at 12:30 
a.m., they saw a white Ford. 
Lemus casing the house of 
Duce. 

The white Lexus, a report. 
of the AAV security office 
said, was owned by the fa- 
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ze 
One (1) pc. "3's COMPANY" sofabed 


SECOND PRIZE 
f2 One (1) pe. "TWINBED" sofabed 


SEE POSTERS AND DETAILS AT PARTICIPATING. 
SM OUTLETS. SIG R SUPERCENTER 8 ROBINSONS 
SUPERCENTER, SOGO Home & Office Center, 

STA. LUCIA EAST, & LANDMARK. 


tafies had another reason to 
have a merrier Christmas. 
"With more than 303 other 
ranging 
youths just a third of his age 
to senior citizens like him, 
Montafies graduated from 
the free training course, part 
of a skills program of the 
Manila City government. 

"The monthlong courses or- 


Qu быа, 


ganized by the Manila Man- 
power Development Center 
gave out certificates of recog- 
nition yesterday to the 
trainees. 

“Apart from electronics, the 
center offers training in re- 
flexology, hotel and restau- 
rant services, baking, cook- 
ing, food processing and hair 
dressing. 


from 


THIRD PRIZE. 
One (1) pe. "WINGBAND" sofabed 


Per DILNCR permit No. 2997 setles of 2004. 
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o-man race tipped for Buhain's PSC position 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


THE LIST of possible replacements for outgoing 
Philippine Sports Commission chair Eric Buhain is 
very short. In fact, it's reportedly down to just two. 

Ofthe names being bandied around as candidates 
for the agency's top post, sources said only two are 
“real contenders,” namely Areneo athletic director 
Jose Junjun” Capistrano and current PSC commis- 
sioner Butch Ramirez 


2005 REMATCH 


‘The main consideration for choosing the next PSC 
chair, according to the sources, is the candidate's abil- 
ity to contribute to the country's Southeast Asian 
Games hosting next year 

Capistrano, whose credentials include being the 
secretary general of the Manila Southeast Asi 
Games Organizing Committee in 1991, has openly 
declared his availabilty as successor to Buhain, who 
announced Wednesday his transfer to the Games and 


his courtesy resignation as PSC chair. 

Another thing going for the Ateneo athletic boss is 
thar heis a close friend of First Gentleman Mike Ar- 
royo, who was his classmate in college. 

Ranged against Capistrano is an aspirant who has 
been in the PSC since the time of chair Butch Tuason. 

Ramirez is said to be backed by no less than incom- 
ing Philippine Olympic Committee president Jose 
“Peping” Cojuangco, who had appointed him deputy 
secgen ofthe Philippine SEAG Organizing Committee. 


Also reportedly supporting Ramirez's bid are local 
government officals from Visayas and Mindanao, 
Ramirez, who hails rom Davao, helped build PSC co- 
ordinating agencies in the South during his almost 
five-year term as commissioner. 

Also named in text messages as PSC hopefuls were 
outgoing POC president Celso Dayrit, Manila Sports 
Council chair Ali Atienza, former PSC commissioner 
Cynthia Carrion and Asian Games equestrian cham- 
pion Mikee Cojuangco. 


‘Amusements Board after Malacafang had accepted 


Barrera: Pacquiao 


bout top priority 


By Salven L, Lagumbay, Contributor 


quez that he needs to win first and that is 
„notan easy fight for him.” 


States only on Jan. 10. 


MARCO Antonio Barrera (right) wants to settle an old score with Manny Pacquiao, 
but only after the Filipino hurdles his Mexican compatriot, Juan Manuel Marquez. 


on Jan. 10. Reports said he had stopped 


MARCO Antonio Barrera is raring to get back at Manny Pacquiao. 

In an interview following his recent win over fellow Mexican legend Erik 
Morales, Barrera said a rematch with the Filipino champion, the reigning Ring 
Magazine featherweight king, is his main concern next year. 


“For 2005, a bout with Manny Pac- 
quiao is my top priority,” said Barrera in 
an interview with Boxingtalk’s Ricardo 
Lois during a press conference for Oscar 
De La Hoya's Boxeo de Ого. 

“But we will have to wait and see,” 


added Barrera, whose stature as the 
world’s best pound-for-pound feather- 
weight fighter was ruined when Pac- 
quiao stopped him in the 11th round of 
their first meeting last year. 

"He has a fight with Juan Manuel Mar- 


Pacquiao, who is coming off a fourth- 
round demolition of Thai Fahsan 3K Bat- 
tery in Taguig last week, is slated to face 
WBA/IBF featherweight champ Marquez. 
оп Feb. 26 in Las Vegas in a rematch of 
their May showdown which ended in a 
draw. 

Meanwhile, concern over Pacquiao's 
readiness to face Marquez cropped up af- 
ter it was learned that the Filipino hero 
was planning to leave for the United 


The January departure goes against 
the advice of his Los Angeles-based 
American trainer Freddie Roach, who 
‘came over to personally handle his train- 
ing against Fahsan. 

Roach had instructed Pacquiao to im- 
mediately fly to the US after Christmas to 
start preparing for Marquez, who is un- 
dergoing high-altirude training in the 
mountains of Toluca, Mexico. 

Pacquiao is said to prefer starting light 
training in the US only when he arrives 


doing light conditioning while resting in 
General Santos City following his victory 
over Fahsan. 

The move has worried not a few Pac- 
quiao supporters, who said he should get 
back to work immediately if he wants to 
bein the best shape against Marquez. 

Against Fahsan, Pacquiao was criti- 
cized for visibly tiring easily and losing 
his deadly timing. Many fight pundits at- 
tributed this to his cramming in training 
for the unheralded Thai. 
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1596 off Disney on Ісе tickets. 


chase at Treats gets you а 1696 discount on Disney on Ice tickers. So shop at Treats now for à special holiday treat! - 
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XING Yan of China steals safely at 3rd. 


Softball powerhouses collide 


INACLASH of titans that could go either 
‘way, China and Japan mix it up today 
with no less than the first championship 
slot at stake cn the penultimate day of 
the eighth Asian women's softball tour- 
namentat the Rizal Memorial stadium. 

The defending champion Chinese 
and the Japanese meet at 6 p.m. in the 
second half of the two-game Page Sys- 
tem semifinals. The winner advances 
outright to the one-game championship 
scheduled tomorrow. 

It wil be Chinese-Taipei against 
North Korea at 4 p.m. in the other semi- 


final-round match pitting the runners- 
up in the two divisions, with the victor 
meeting whoever wins in the Japan-Chi- 
na tussle for the second finals slot. 

China and Japan swept their respec- 
tive groups in the eliminations in a shin- 
ing stint for the two teams which have 
ruled this meet with an iron hand. 

The Japanese won the first three stag- 
ings of this tournament starting in 1967 
in Manila, but the Chinese ruled the last 
fous all at the expense of Japan. 

"When the Chinese take to the field, 
the other thing foremost in their minds 


is to avenge their 1-0 loss over eight in- 
nings to the Japanese in their bronze 
medal duel in the Athens Olympics. 

“te will be a classic, Tm sure of that,” 
said Aleli Nabong, a member of a Blu 
Giris squad of another time, 

The RP Blu Girls closed out on a torrid 


note, too, as they whipped Malaysia, 5- 4 


0, behind the combined one-hitter by 
Zayrel Ramos and Joy Lantin to finish 
‘with a 3-2 win-loss record in the touma- 
ment organized by the Amateur Softball 
Association of the Philippines headed by 
former Rep. Harry C. Angping. 
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Wizards stop 
Eagles, grab 


PBL top spot 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


MAGNOLIA Ice Cream-FEU woke up 
just in time to stop a late charge by 
AMP-Ateneo, 64-55, yesterday and 
clinch its seventh straight victory and 
the solo leadership in the PBL Open 
Championship at the Letran Gym. 


Arwind Santos and Denok Miranda knocked 
in crucial baskets for the Wizards after the Eagles 
had moved within six points at 51-57 with two 
minutes left after trailing by 18 points. 

Tt was Magnolia's ninth win in 12 games even 
as AMP Ateneo took its seventh oss in 10 outings. 

In the second game, Toyota Otis-letran re- 
peated over Air Philippines, 90-86; in overtime 
to stay in contention witha 5-7 record. 

From.a tight third quarter, the Wizards un- 
loaded a blistering run to zoom to a 54-36 lead 
three minutes into the fourth period. 

But the Eagles came back behind JC Intal and 
Jason Castro who combined to bring the lead 
downto51-57. 

"That was until Miranda stood up to bring san- 
ity to the Wizards game, scoring eight points in 
the payoff period to topscore with 13 points, four 


: 
! BEST COPY AVAILABLE! 


LETRAN'S 
Mark Andaya 
puts upa shot 


rebounds, one assist and a steal. 

The scores: 

First Game < 

MAGNOLIA 64—Miranda 13, Сай 10, Yuofez 10, Co 9, 
dones G, Rida sip 4, Miss 2, Santas 2, aneses 2, Chan O. 
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Belasco keys 
San Miguel's 
Dagupan win 


By Musong Castillo 


SAN Miguel Beer roared back from double-digit 
deficits in the first half last night to nip Coca-Cola, 
80:75, in a Gran Mata- 
dor РВА Philippine 
Cup road game at the 
Dagupan Astrodome 
in Pangasinan. 

Nic Belasco scored 
30 points and grabbed 
17 rebounds in leading 
the Beermen to their 
eighth win against the same number of defeats, 

“The Tigers dropped to 7-10 and are in danger 
of being included in the lower half of the playoff 
roster 

San Miguel, which trailed by as many as 11, 
2231 early in the second period, pounded the 
middle and posted a 53-38 advantage off the 
boards in the road game backed by Lactovitale. 

Meanwhile, Barangay Ginebra seeks a key win 
against Red Bull at 4:30 pm. today as action 
shifts to the Yfares Center in Antipolo. 

Purefoods battles Alaska in the 7:30 p.m. sec- 
ond game. 

Tae Sores: 

SAN MIGUEL 89—Béesoo 30, Мото 12, Pana 11, 
Paczta 10 Seigle 9, HntverosS Viloria 2, Mente 1. 

COCA-COLA 75 —Wainwigh 17, Pesk 16, Junio 8, go 8, 
Reavis 7, Ало, Abmienios 6, Antonio 4, Morano 2, Lao 0. 

балык: 16,3541, 56-59, 80-75. 


Paragua retains lead 


FILIPINO Grandmaster-candidate Mark Paragua set- 
tied tor a draw with GM Yu Shaoteng of China in the 
seventh round yesterday to remain solo leader in the 
2004 Singapore Masters Intemational Open Chess 
Championships. Paragua, 20, raised his total to 5.5 
points on five wins, one draw and one loss, towing 

5.0 pointers GMs Wu Wenjin of Ghina and Susanto 
Megaranto of indonesia and IM Nathanael Situru of 
Indonesia. Situru beat IM Jason Goh of Singapore to 
catch up with Wu and Megaranto, who drew their 
seventh-round game, Marlon Bemartino, Contributor 


— 
canes Toon 3 
(Hares Cento 

430p.m.—Red Bull 
vs Ginebra 
7:30pam--Alska 
ws Purefoods 


AMP-ATENED 55—480 15, Intal 12, Oreta 11, Tenorio 8, 
Castro 5, Bugia 2, Gatumbao 2, Espinas 0, Mendoza 0, Mem- 
bree 0, Kamero. 

Quarters: 19-10, 2627, 41-34, 64-5, 

‘Second Game 

TOYOTA OTIS-LETRAN 90- Macapagal 22. Aldave 10,Ал- 
aya 10, Acaraz9, Daa 7, Aban 7, Bautista 6, Rodriguez 6, En- 
tie, Dua 2, Piera 2, Coronel 2, Abadi2. 

AIR PHILIPPINES 85—Ajamcl 23, Hubalde 11, Равто 
10, Нор 9, Te В, Pus 8, Epondutan 7, Vaca 5, Alonzo 2. 
Garido 2. Joe 1, Gonzales 0. 

Quarters: 20-18, 47-35, 63-58, 79-all regulation, 0-86 


MY HOMETOWN also grieves over the death 
of FPJ. In case you've forgotten, FPJS grand- 
mother, Martha Reyes, was from Mangatarerj, 
Pangasinan. She lived thereall her life. 

FPJ stil owns a prime lot in my hometown, 
located at the heart of the town in front of the 
plaza. Its vacant now since their ancestral 
house and the commercial building theyd 
been renting out at a very minimal fee had 
burned down some years back. Faulty electri- 
cal wiring did it. The fenced property sticks out 
like a sore thumb, weeds starting to dominate 
the landscape and almost surrounded now by 
a durer of business establishments. 

Although FPJ's father was born and raised in 
San Carlos—only a town (Urbiztondo) sepa- 
rates my town from that city brisding and 
busting under the expert leadership of Mayor 
Jolly Resuelo—FPJ always treated Ma- 
ngatarem as "part and parcel of my life." It was. 
there, as a 17-year-old movie hearthrob in 
1956, that he filmed the blockbuster "Lo Waist 
Gong" 1 wasn't in Grade 1 yet then but the 
memory of him astride his horse during one 
shooting, though a bit hazed and blurred due 
toan infant mind, lingers to this day. 

“Ah, Im glad you sill remember that" FRJ 
said to me a couple of years ago, obviously over- 
joyed that someone from the town of his youth 
‘would sill remember. "That was the time when 
my movie career wes really starting to shoot up." 

We were just three in a table that evening 
and the huge auditorium was alit in an explo- 
sion of multicolored lights. The orchestra was 
playing. He was seated next to me; next to him 
‘was thewriter/columnis: Sol Juvida, 

Tr was the fiesta of my town and FRJ was the 
guest of honor; he came chiefly upon the invi- 
tation of Teddy Cruz, the former representative 
ofthe second district of Pangasinan whose son, 
Philip, Б my baptismal godson. FPJ and Sol Ju- 
vida were among the guess, who crowned the 
fiesta queen and the first princess. 

К was a night to remember, especially in 
light of the rerum of its most prominent son 46 
years after “Lo Waist Gang.” 

He had nursed "wounded feelings" actually 
about my hometown due to a town thug. 
Showing uncalled-for machismo, the chug 
challenged FPJ to a fisefight during the shoot- 
ing of "Lo Waist Gang? It was said that the 


One night with FPJ 


SPECTATOR 


PEN: 
ALS. Mendoza 


smart aleck, drunk at that time, had even 
pulled out a gun and tried to use it in pistol- 
whipping Da King. Nothing serious, though, 
happened, as cooler heads prevailed. No blows 
found their mark, no shots fired. Disgusted, 
FPJ and the crew packed up and finished 
shooting the film in Mexico, Pampanga, 

Tn his speech in this night of nights, FPJ cor- 
rected what the emcee had said: "With due re- 
spec, iris not true what our distinguished mas- 
ter of ceremonies said that Taman adopted son 
of Mangatarem. 1 am a proud son of this town 
and Iwill always be, forever” 

He received a standing ovation from the 
crowd that included now Immigration com- 
missioner Al “Buloy” Fernandez. 

When сма time for him to dance solo with 
a parner of his choice, the orchestra under the 
baton of Dom Podring played waltz with gusto, 
Seemingly, all the town’s certified socialites 
and the well-heeled, French-perfumed visitors 
from Manila went gaga at the prospect of get- 
ting the chance to do Blue Danube with Da 
Xing. Know whom FPJ picked to dance with? 

A girl in jeans wearing slippers, her white 
blouse bought maybe from ukay-ukay. 

She was certainly from the masa. She wasin 
the pack that gate crashed the ралу and satin 
front of FPJ all the time that FPJ was seated 
wich Sol Juvida and me, occupying almost the 
entire half of the auditorium. The police could 
do nothing: FPJ would have stopped them had 
they tried to disperse, shoo away, the fans, 
They just sat there as though hypnotized— 
their eyes fixed on Da King, unblinking. 

Afer the dance, FRJ bade everybody 
farewell. As he trudged his way outof the audi- 
torium, the crowd tailed him all he way to his 
ar, cheering and chanting, “FPJ! РРЛ" 

Da King is gone now, but to my town- 
mates--his townmates—he will live in their 
hearts, forever, 


EAC shows way for 2 others in q'finals 


EMILIO Aguinaldo College, Colegio de San 
Lorenzo and Arellano University made it to the 
quarterfinals after posting crucial victories in the 
12th National Capital Region Athletic Associa- 
tion men's basketball tourney at the BAC gym. 
Bong Melocoton unloaded 23 points to 
lead the EAC Generals to a 65-60 conquest of 


defending champion St. Francis in Group A. It 
was the Generals’ sixth straight triumph. 

The CDSL Griffins downed the Doves, 61- 
47, to improve to 6-1, while Arellano stopped 
PSBA, 70-59, in Group B and joined early 
qualifier La Salle-Dasmarifias in the quarterfi 
nals with a 6-2 slate. 
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Tanpinco ahead by 4 


CEBU—Anya Tanpinco surged ahead in ladies’ Class A 
when a struggling Jayvie Agojo took a triple-bogey on the 
last hole even as Eric Deen widened his lead in the men's 
championship class to five strokes after the penultimate 
round of the Samsung Amateur Tour's seventh and last 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2004 


La Salle spikers 
survive Legends 


fourth defeatin буе games. 
‘Attacker Michelle Carolino 
drilled in 20 points and star spik- 


йе. He matched 
par 72 to storm 
ahead by six 
with a 220 total 

Сай Almario 


dropped to third at 229, while ex- 
pro Ferdinand Mondares soared to 
a79 and was fourth at 230, 

Jufil Sato and Marco Mendoza led 
Class A with similar 785, two ahead 


By Musong R. Castillo 


LA SALLE outlasted a walking- 


wounded PSC side in five 
thrilling sets yesterday to grab 
second place in the eliminations 
of the Shakey's V-League touma- 
mentatthe Rizal Coliseum. 

The Lady Archers slugged it 
out with the Lady Legends in a 
25-23, 22-25, 25-21, 22-25, 15- 
11 victory fashioned out in two 
hours and 20 minutes before an 
animated crowd. 

The victory was the third in 
five games for La Salle, which dis- 
lodged PSC in second place. The 
Lady Legends dropped to 4-2. 

Defending champion Santo 
‘Tomas hardly worked a sweat in 
improving to 40, ripping Far 
Eastern, 25-16, 25-8, 25-18, in 
the second match. 

The Lady Tams took their 


Thelma 


er Maureen Penetrante backed 
her up with 16 as La Salle sur- 
vived the loss of Carissa Gods. 

Gotis twisted her left knee in 
one heated joust and was carried 
off the court possibly with a tom 
anterior cruciate ligament (ACL). 

The Lady Legends also lost at- 
tacker Theresa dela Rosa to a 
right leg injury and felt the loss, 
as they bungled an 18-14 lead to 
go 1-2down on sets. 


most recognizable player in the 
team made up mostly by mem- 
bers of the Southeast Asian 
Gameswinning RP squad in 
1993, also pulled an abdominal 
muscle. She saw limited action 
after leading the Legends to a 
second set comeback. 


Barina-Rojas, the 


J 


8th Samsung International 
Jungolf slated at WW east 


THE EIGHTH Samsung Intemational Junior 
Golf Championships, the longest-running and 
biggest annual gathering of Asia's young par- 
busters, is set next month at the Wack Wack Golf 
and Country Club's East course. 

Organizer Edgardo "Boy" Cantada announced 
yesterday the participation of a strong field from. 
Seven countries for the tournament he launched 
in 1998 to provide an international event for ju- 
alors ail over the world. 

Cantada, who will be assisted again by his son 
Gerard in handling the tournament set Jan. 12- 
14, also expressed his gratitude to Samsung Elec- 
tronics Phils. Corp, through its president and 
CEO Sang Youl Eom, for supporting the event as 
the title sponsor for the third straight year. 


Thailand's Junior Golf Promotion Club is send- 
ing the biggest delegation with 18 players fol- 
lowed by Hong Kong with 12... 

Other entries come from Malaysia's Sport Ex- 
cel, the Golf Association of the Republic of China, 
Indonesia, South Korea and Singapore. — = 

“We expect around 60 foreign participants,” 
said Cantada. oe 

Anumber of slots from the Jungolf Foündation 
have been reserved through an invitation extend- 
ed to its president Luigi Tabuena. Interested play- 
ers may call Gerard at 0917-8332353. 

Edsa Shangri-la is the tournament's offical 
hotel while Cebu Pacific is the official airline in 
the three-day championships where everything is 
absolutely free. 


S'woods Chairman’s Cup today 


A RECORD field of 500 players will dispute the 
biggest windfall of prizes in the history of Manila 
Southwoods Golf and Country Clubs Chair- 
man's Cup which unfolds today at the Masters 
and Legends courses designed by golfing great 
Jack Nicklaus in Carmona, Cavite. 

The Sports and Games Committee headed by 
chair Freddie Mendoza, in cooperation with pre- 
senters Mitsubishi-Diamond Motors, Royal 
Caribbean, Northwest Airlines, Thai Airways, 
‘Wilson Sports and Globe Platinum, is spearhead- 
ing the annual tournament. 

Mendoza said a bevy of exciting hole-in- 
prizes, worth P4 million, are up for grabs in the. 
two-day, 18-hole medal play, an event in honor 
‘of club chair Robert John L. Sobrepeñia. 


‘The prizes include a Mit- 
subishi Lancer GLX from Dia- 
mond Motors, an eight-day, 
seven-night Caribbean cruise 
and world business-class 
tickets via Royal Caribbean 
and Northwest Airline, a 
Bangkok holiday package 

Ka Bom Thal Airways, a Club 
SOBREPENA — Cor DS golf cart from Turf 
Company and an iron set from Wilson Sports. 

"These prizes would initially be at stake as hole- 
inone prizes atthe par 3s ofboth courses. But if no- 
body makes an ace, these items will be rafled of 

‘Shotgun tee-ff times for both days are 10:30 
a.m. at the Legends and 11 a.m. at the Masters. 


SENSATIONAL Empire King scored one of the 
closest and dramatic victories in the 32year 
history of the Presidential Gold Cup races 
when he beat West Bound in a photo finish at 
the Santa Ana Park last Sunday. 

Tt was another major triumph for Empire 
King after ruling the Marho Breeders Cup Colt 
Mile two weeks ago. Last June and July, he 
captured the Jaime Ongpin Cup and Horse- 
man's Cup, the second and third legs, respec- 
tively, of the Philippine Triple Crown series. 
"They were all held at the Santa Ana Park. 

“He's in top condition,” said veteran Jeff La- 
diana, Empire Kings regular jockey after Sun- 
days hairline win. “This victory is the best gift! 
will ever have on Chrismas.” 

"The second favorite in sales, three-year-old 
Empire King (Perfect Halo-Carto Nueve by Bl 
Gran Señor) won the P1.5 million first prize of 
this yearend classic sponsored by the Philip- 
pine Charity Sweepstakes Office and super- 
vised by the Philippine Racing Commission. 
Luckdess West Bound, ridden by jockey Eldie 
Salvador, pocketed P500,000. Red Star Rising 
finished third and settled for P250,000. 

‘Owned by David Lee, Empire King covered 
the punishing 2,050-meter distance in 2:12.6, 
slower than his 2:098 clocking when he 
topped last July's Horseman's Cup held on a 
muddy track. 

Considered as heir apparent to super horse 
Wind Blown of the star-studded Hermie Es- 
guerra stable, Empire King belongs to a family 
of stakes winners, 

Heisa full brother to the great Baccarat and 
a half brother to undisputed sprint champion 


Empire King rules 


CLEAN LIVING 


S 
Manolo R. Iñigo Ex 


За. 


Ariba King. Overall, Empire Kings excellent in- 
breeding has given him speed, endurance and 
versatility on the track, making him a worthy 
successor to the fabled Wind Blown. 
MISLEADING? The print ad congratulating 
Manny Pacquiao for his recent KO victory is a 
bit exaggerated. There is no question that Pac- 
quiao is a great boxer, the pride of every Fil- 
ipino, but to call him the "worlds bese” after 
stopping an obscure boxer from Thailand is 
misleading. How can you call Pacquiao the 
"words best” when he only beat an undistin- 
guished opponent? 

As Tito Talao of Tempo wrote: "Not only 
‘was his Thal opponent overmatched for Pac- 
quiao n every department, the guy clearly was 
nowhere near the class of the Mexican war- 
riors sent to the canvas by the Filipino fighter’s 
hammer fists. Four rounds to put away the 
poor fellow, if you ask me, is too long.” 

Another hard-fighting columnist, my col- 
league Al S. Mendoza, said, "Against a patsy 
like Fahsan, Pacquiao could have still won by 
KO even with one hand tied to his waist.” He 
noted that had Pacquiao been in tip-top shape, 
Fahsan would not have lasted one round. 


by 
hiya Uy following the poor play 
of the heavily favored Agoj 

Jayvie, who was rushed to the 


Jewelers clip Snipers, 


CEBU CITY—Woodraw Enriquez 
canned two insurance free throws 
with three seconds left as M. Lhuili- 
er-Cebu City squeaked past Ilocos 
Sur, 74-70, Wednesday and moved 
within a win of clinching the United 
Regional Basketball League title at 
the New Cebu Coliseum here, 

The Jewelers took 2-1 lead in 


elimination leg at the Cebu Country Club here. 


Tanpinco, playing out of the Ne- 
gros Occidental Golf Club, scored a 


airport clinic by her father Jun due 
to а severe stomach pain as soon as. 
they anived here on Tuesday 
groped for form all day and strug- 
gied toanine-over 81. 

Deen, meanwhile, put himselfon 
the brink ofa third straight men's ti- 


the title series and could cut short 
the best-of five affair with a re- 
peat vietory in Game Four being 
played at presstime yesterday. 

Tt was a change of fortune for 


TANPINCO 


tournament, а one-under 71. Here- 
gained second place at 224. 


close in on 


ing 9 Eniqer& Laygo 8 Bog 7, manti 6, 
‘Sith, Caioneo 2, Publ 0, баса û, Ocañada 0. 


bounced back 
aftera woeful 78 
in the second 
round with the 
first sub-par 
round of the 


of Balter Balangauan. In Class B, An- 
tonio Araneta scored an 82 to lead 
defending titlist Deo Gabasa. Мари 
Kobayashi was third with an 84. 

Winners here will advance to the 
national finals at the Wack Wack 
Country Club on Feb. 8-11 together 
with the other qualifiers from previ- 
ous legs. 


URBL title 


LOCOS SUR 70--Sanders 13, Barbosa 12, 

Yo, D Mendoza 8, Rauschmage 7, Marko 6, 

(Cael 5, Hartin 4, Sarta Сао, Butel O. 
Quarters: 19-13, 35-25, 60-45, 74-70. 


Mark Anthony Dy had a 78 and 


The score 
M. LHUILLIER 74—Dac 16, Maa 14, Ay- 


the 5-foot:7 Enriquez, whose two 

missed free throws earlier nearly 

doomed the Jewelers bid to 
inch the crown on homecourt. 
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MEGA fimes SALE 


etn Edition 
December 15, 2004 12:00 nn to 8:00 pm 
December 16-18, 2004 10:00 am to 8:00 pm 
EXPO Exchange 2nd level fronting On Stage Theatro 
Greenbelt 1 Ayala Center 
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MONTRE | 101 Tho Podium 
Doña Julia Varg: 


ҮСӘ Phono: (632) 687-3077 


сог. ADB Avenue, 
EAE Ortigas Contor, Mandaluyong City 1555 


TIMEKEEPER 
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ONSHIPS 


Shangri La Plaza Mal (02) 624-2160 ~ Market Markat (02) 896-8000 
Sla Cay Pampanga (045) 063-721 ~ SM Су Mariao (006) 0332138. 
SM Cty Cagayan се Oro / (080) 58-1193 

SM Cy Doveo (082) 207-2508 
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Raptors upset 
Timberwolves 


TORONTO—Chris Bosh had a season-high 24 points and 14 rebounds in Toronto's 
96-90 victory over the Minnesota Timberwolves on Wednesday in a game in which 
the Raptors’ Matt Bonner was ejected for flagrantly fouling Kevin Garnett. 


After Bonner knocked Garnett to the floor with 
5:24 left in the fourth, Gamett went after the 
rookie. Oficial Anthony Jordan and Raptors 
coach Sam Mitchell held Garnett back, but Latrell 
Sprewell ran toward Bonner and pushed him. 

In Cleveland, LeBron James scored 12 of his 25 
points in less than three minutes ofthe third quar- 
ter and Ira Newble added a season-high 18 as 
Cleveland won its ninth straight at home, 112-88, 

1n Boston, Carmelo Anthonys 15-foot (4.5-те- 
tex) jumper with 36 seconds remaining gave 
Denver a 100-99 win over the Celtis. 

n Washington, Dwyane Wade had 29 points 
and nine assists as Miami won its sith straight 
game, 98-83, over Washington. 

In New York, Chauncey Billups hit two 
freethrows with 2.6 seconds left in Detroit's 94-93 
triumph over the Knicks. 

In New Orleans, Dan Dickau scored a career- 
best 23 points and New Orleans won its first home 
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j Buy Onc BEHRING 


иттен 
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GuitarStrap 
Picks 
Cable 


You'll be playin 
within abu 


BUY 1 a. TAKE АЦ... 


ER Guitar foronly PHP 6,395.00 and 
REE BEHRINGER V-Tonc GM108, 
tar Instructions, Picks, Cable 


Guitar Instructions — 


game of the season, 98- 
89, over Golden State, 

In Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, Eddy Curry had 
20 points, while Kirk 
Hinrich and Ben Gordon 
each had 15 to lift Chica- 
go past Memphis, 96- 
88. 


In Houston, Tracy 
McGrady had 25 points 
and Yao Ming scored 23 fa ki 
to lead Houston to a 92- ЖАРД 
69 rout of Atlanta. сонет 

In San Antonio, Tim Duncan had 24 points and 
14 rebounds to lead San Antonio to a 94-91 
‘squeaker over Orlando. 

In Phoenix, Joe Johnson had a season-high 30 
points, and Phoenix improved to a league-best 19- 
3after crushing Utah, 108-86. AP 


Pasay derby 
ontoday 


MORE than BO heart- 
pounding matches wil 
spice up the grand 
championship of the 
Pasko sa Pasay 4-Cock 
Dery which starts at 1 
pam. today. After two 
days of action, 22 partici- 
pants from a field of 109 
remained unbeaten with 
two victories each. Back- 
ing up the event are 
sponsors Sagupaan 
Comipexor 3000, Sagu- 
paan B-50 Forten and 
Sagupaan Mite Free. 
About 30 new partici- 
pants wil feld straight 
four cocks today, Another 
4-cock derby wil be on 
Dec. 20, followed by tha 
Super One-Cock Ulutan 
on Jan. 12. For other in- 
uides, contact 8431890, 
8431746 and 8166750. 
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SOME weeks ago, Chinggoy Alonzo 
asked us if we would want to conduct a 
theater or film workshop in Baguio City 
this month, as part of a “warm-up” se- 
ties of activities leading to the screen- 
ing in Baguio of the official entries to 
this years Metro Manila Film Festival, 
starting Dec. 25. 

We readily accepted Chinggoy's invi- 
tation, because we've been doing work- 
shops all over the country, anyway, so 
why not in Baguio, as well? 

Also, the country's summer capital 
has been one of our favorite places 

igh the years, so another chance to 
it was most welcome. 


€ SQ 
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‘Warm-up’ MMFF workshops held in Baguio 


us to the university, which is owned by 
the Bautista family. 

They informed us that our work- 
shoppers came from several colleges 
and universities in Baguio, and we 
liked the idea of students and teachers 
from different schools interacting cre- 
atively with eachother. — . 

When we got to the venue for the act- 
ing workshop, however, we saw a 
streamer that billed it as a “theater 
workshop," so we agreed on a compro- 
mise with the workshoppers: We would 
start with acting, but later move on to 
the other theater disciplines. 

The workshop had a bumpy start, be- 


there, to be either applauded or shot 
down. 

Thus, we encountered some res 
tance, but the session eventually 
warmed up when we got to the nitty 
gritty of real acting—believing, react- 
ing, ete. 

We saw that, for some of the work- 


dither of no longer fretful activity. 

During the break, we were provided 
with more details about the Baguio 
Film fest 

The festivals warm-up cultural ac- 
tivities began last Dec. 8 and 9 with 
“Batang Pro," a play produced by ABS- 
CBN at the Baguio Convention Center. 

On Dec. 12, the Maryknoll Sanctuary 
Choir had a choral concert at the cen- 
ter, which was also the venue on Dec. 
13 of a college-level skit competition. 
On the same day, acclaimed screenwrit- 
er Roy Iglesias held a workshop on 
writing for the movies. 

On Dec. 15, there was a big parade of 


celebration at the Baguio Country 
Club's skating rink, 

On Dec. 16, a stage play, “Unity and 
Brotherhood,” was performed by the 
Almaarif Educational Center at the 
Convention Center. From Dec. 17 to 24, 
vintage films will be screened, again at 
the center, and other workshops will be 
held. 

From Dec. 25 to Jan 8, 2005, the 
MMFF entries will be screened in dif- 
ferent Baguio City theaters. On Jan. 8, 
a recognition night will be held, during 
which National Artist for Film and 
Broadcast Arts Eddie Romero will be 
honored with a Lifetime Achievement 


Since Chinggoy said that Baguio's 
many masscom and performing arts 
students and aficionados were eager to 
get updated inputs on their chosen 
fields of interest, we agreed to do two 
workshops—on act- 
ing and film appreci- 
ation. 

last Friday we 
woke up bright and 
early to be driven to 
Baguio by Mr. David 
in his really splendid 
van, which had all of 
the amenities for 
pleasant and even 
luxurious travel. 

We and our 
friends Willie and 
Arlina Onglao en- 
joyed the wonderful 
ride, and thanked 
Mr. David profusely 
for the memorable 
experience. 

Arriving at the 
Baguio Country 
Club, we were met by 
Chinggoy and Tony- 
wacs (Tony Ro- 
mawac), director for 
ams and culture of 
the Baguio Conven- 
tion Center Since 
Chinggoy had been 
suddenly called back 
to Manila for a meet- 
ing, Tonywacs would 
have us in his charge, 
and he tumed out to 
be a great host and 
coordinator. 

Since our acting 
workshop. was 
scheduled for that 
very afternoon, we 
hurriedly changed 
our shirt, grabbed 
our thick coat 
(Baguio weather 
would be real cool at 
this time of the year, 
we had been 
warned), and off we 
were driven by vol- 
unteer guide Antho- 
ny to the University 
of Baguio. 

We had lunch 
with some UB offi- 
cials (UPs Armand 
Galimba, Perfecto 
Lopez and Ernie —= 
Puguon, and Liberal sib tet aso ce 
Arts department 
head Teresita de 
Guzman, who 
warmly welcomed 


cause some of the students were pas- 
sive and contented themselves with 
just taking notes, while we want all of 
‘our students to actively participate, 
speak up and put their opinions out 


shoppers, the teaching tacks we were 
taking were new, and even threatening. 
But we sallied on despite all doubts and 
fears, and the mid-afternoon 
break found the group in a 


stars participated in by thelead players award. And the Baguio Film Festival 
f the eight MMFF entries. At 7 p.m., Trade Fair is ongoing until Jan. 8. (To 
there was a glittering Sponsors’ Night be concluded) 


MAY NAGPAPARAMDAM, MAY NAGPAPAHITA 


HANDA NA BA KAYONG MATAKOT? 


OFFICIAL ENTRY TO THE METRO MANILA FILM FESTIVAL 2004 


RIGA = MARVIN. DINGDONG w» ALESSANDRA 
Peralejo Agustin Dantes De Rossi 


Drew Arellano 


Paolo Contis Ciara Sotto smo 


api Mark Gil Aquitania 


[Open for advance screenings, theater rentals for production 
launches, concerts, school events and other organizational 
functions. PLUS! Exclusive screenings of blockbuster fims. 
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MPO, 
wine at 
Robinsons 


THE MUSIC of 
the 10-piece 
Manila Philhar- 
monic Orches- 
tra fills the 
halls of Robin- 
sons Place Lipa 
today, Dec. 17, 
and Robinsons 
Place Manila 
tomorrow, Dec. 
18, at5 p.m. 
Mallers and 
shoppers will 
be treated to 
the repertoire 
that the talent- 
ed musicians 
have lined up 
especially for 
the holiday sea- 
son. 

‘The musical 
treat is present- 
ed in coopera- 
tion with Nov- 
elino Wines. 
Sampling and 
and selling of 
the popular 
wines will be 
held during 
these events. 
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LORNA T. grieves. 


‘THANKFUL WHISPER. Fans murmur their thanks. 


П NOW SHOWING 
Find out why the critics are laughing out loud! 


“One of the “Made me “Whenthe90 — "| augh- 
year's best laugh loud minutes are up. pg. 
films!" and often as You'll likely 

much if not wonder why yu [oud 
‘ew, owes more than laughed so hard 
Wissen maaier andso offen at 
swewe AMP yg somelhingso “This new 
“its freakin’ seen this Sil Dena 
hilarious.” year" 
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mrece p -AaS MOTHER and daughter Helen Gamboa and Ciara Sotto 


NGAYON 
WALANG MAS SASALBAHE РА SAKANYAL Thank you, ЕР}? 


NOW WING GET NAUGHTY THIS oe 


HOLIDAY SEASON Tagle said FPJ's wife, Susan 


hold necrological services for Roces, had asked for Ronian last 
FPJ, who had been a staunch sup- Sunday while the actor was co- 
porter of the group. matose at the St. Luke's Medical 
FPJ was the first to give the Center in Quezon City. 

group funds to hold its first “(Susan] told somebody to 
congress last October. As usual, FPJ look for Ronian and tell him to 
did mot want it known that he enter the ICU to be with his fa- 
gave. ther,” Tagle said. 


Ronian summoned Pledges for NMPP 
Josie Tagle, а longtime friend Echoing FPJ's concern for the 
of FPJ, said it would be benter if common people, actors and 
the actor's supporters and sympa- producers have pledged sums 
thizers gave cash or food instead of money and food for the 
of wreaths, NMPP's gift-giving activities on 
Tagle is one of the people їп Dec. 29. 
charge of keeping the flow of Actor and Sen. Bong Revilla 
sandwiches continuous during pledged 30 sacks of rice. Kris 
the wake. She said she would Aquino promised to donate boxes 
continue making the sandwiches of Purefood Chunky Corned Beef. 
for as long as there are people — Actors Richard Gomez and Li- 
who give funds. pa Ciy Mayor Vilma Santos 
“We need food to feed the peo- vowed to contribute money or 
ple who want to be with their idol food. 
during his last days on earth,” ^ Producers Vic del Rosario, Lily 
said Tagle in Filipino. "They Monteverde, Malou Santos and 
refuse to leave his side." Wilson Tieng offered money and 
Ronian Poe, FPJ's son with ac- food. 
tress Ana Marin, was spotted at — 1f FPJ were alive, he would 
the back of the church. The young have been the first in line with his 
man looked lost and alone. contribution. 
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New World Renaissance Hotel Mandarin Oriental Manila 
Esperanza Se cor maka Ave, akat Cy Paseo de Ronas cor Makati Ave. Plan City 
"TL ат ават #7077 "d 150-8008 
И-и 


8 
Maat Sonita 


Makati Shangri-La Hotel 

Araia Ave. cor Makas Ave- Makati 

"АГЗА Fax 813-5499 
чела асот 


Intercontinental Manda 

Ames at < 

Dien O 

wirintercontinertat com 
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The Peninsula Manila Hotel 


Cor Ayala Ave. 8 Makan Ave. Makati Cy 
AG Pax AES 
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Dusi Hotel Nikko 
Canter. 1223 Palau 


1353 maf dunra Ow com. 


Mactan Isand Resort 

Puma Engano Rea. Lapu Lapu Cebu 

тубары 32 31-1608 
rng com. 


| terror Hotel Mactan, 
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fronihotels het 


vu vaterirontote 


ou 


"The Bellevue Manila 


ла (25 271805) 32) 771-8282. 
Мацнее еа com gh 


ASTORIA PLAZA 
I5) Escriva Deve, Ortigas Business Ошла, 
Pasig Cy 1600 
лыве Pex 910-0370 
Emolesles@artorapasa com 


City Garden Hotel-Makati 
Makat Ave., cor Kalayaan St, Makati Cy 
Чи Gn SIL 62 B S 
кта таш dye denhores com. 


Executive Plaza Hotel 
1630A Mabini St, Male, Mania 
"523-1000 fax 515979 
ЕЕН 
ewetcotvepiahota com 
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Ci Travel Hotel 


15 ез! йоз, Baguo Cy 
ти. (074) 445-0456 Fax (074) 445-0457 
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Golden Pine Hotel and Restaurant 


Gy Garden 


City Garden Suites 
MISSA Matins Se, Ea. Mania 
e 236-1481 Fax 524-4044 
Emaltenjresenaions@etygaraennorsls.com 
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Hotel Veniz 

No. 1 Abanao St, Baguio Ciy 
"al 074) 446-0700 003 
Fon (074) 448.0708 

Emal! ocean iy nent 
"vehat tom. 
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Hotel Supreme 
N13 Magsaysay Ave Baguio Ct 
TULOA а D hss 


Seyrise Hotel 
18 Dominan ose Baguio Ch 
Te GIA 89 ojo fes 0.3897 
Ta 
Tus saco olo 


Te. озун. co 71440-89757 
(0744465704 
Emal: goceapoarote@heynet net 


SOMERSET 
Somerset Salcedo, Makati 
ну dea Cons St. eor LP Levin St, Sal- 
eto Vilage, 1217 Maan Cy 
"Ie eaa bobs Fax: 838-6653 


Somerset Millennium, Makati 
No: 104 Aguirre St. Legaspi Vilage, 1229 
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Te 6980505 Fac 812721 
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“The Marco Polo. 
CH Recto Se Davao Cry 8009. 
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'wenw.marcopolahateis com 


Grand Regal Hotel Davao 
Fiba Staring Deest 
082) 235-0808 62) 234-3058 
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WATERFRONT Airport Hotel and Casino 
Mactan makes the Christmas Holiday more 
enjoyable with this irresistible Christmas 
Room Package. 

From Dec. 12 until Jan. 7, 2005 feel the 
spirit of the Holiday Season in the cozy gue- 
strooms of Waterfront Mactan as they bring 
you a night at the Waterfront Airport Hotel 
and Casino. For only P2,500 nett per room рег 
night (single or double occupancy), you can 
already enjoy an overnight superior room ac- 
commodation with buffet breakfast at Café 
Uno, a complimentary bottle of wine. Plus! 
An invitation to the wine and cheese party at 
the Lobby Lounge during the New Years 
Countdown. 

For inquiries, please call (63-32)340-4888 
or Manila Sales and Reservations Office at 
(02) 687-0888 or you can log on to the web- 
site at wwwcwaterfronthotels.net. 


m 
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JOIN the most explosive New Year's Count- 
down with Mitch Valdez as she opens the 
Bellevue Grand Ballroom to the public this 
Dec. 31 for the very first time. Rather than 
spending the New Year at home, get away for 
a night of cheer and celebration at Alabang's 
premier party venue, The Bellevue Grand 
Ballroom. 

Bid a fond goodbye to 2004 and start the 
Year of the Rooster afresh with rollicking 
laughter and great music as one of the coun- 
try's most celebrated singer-comedians dishes 
out all-time favorite retro songs, hard rockin’ 


A JOYOUS Christmas awaits 
you at Taal Vista Hotel! For the 
‘whole month of December, Taal 
Vista Hotel has a bunch of holi- 
day activities in store for its spe- 
cial guests. Kids can meet and 
get special treats from Santa 
Claus every weekend of this 


Lobby Lounge and enjoy a Me- 
rienda Cena of favorite Filipino 
delicacies while listening to tra- 
ditional Christmas carols sang 
by a children's choir (P200 net”, 
3p.m.to6p.m.). 

On Dec. 24 and 25, Christmas 
Dinner will be served at the Cafe 


merry month (from 9 a.m. to 3 
pm) at Santas Corner and 
mom and dad сап relax at the 


оп the Ridge. Specially prepared 
by guest Chef Mikel Arruiz, the 
sumptuous set menu comes with 


É 


emen 
ети 


А night at Waterfront Airport 
Hotel and Casino Mactan 


City Garden Suites 
Holiday Season parade 


CITY Garden Suites, the most 
preferred standard class hotel 
in Manila, offers Holiday Sea- 
son's special promotions. 

Dance and celebrate the sea- 
son with reasonable Christmas 
party packages starting at P395 
nett per person. The package 
includes choice of buffet menu 
for lunch or dinner with drinks 
and use of function room 
amenities. 

‘At Café Miranda, bring your 
family and friends and enjoy 
“December Delights" for only 
P475. We have prepared sump- 


tuous meals that will surely de- 
light the eyes and the palate; 
such as Grilled Chicken Breast. 
with Garlic Mashed Potato and 
Lemon Mustard Sauce, Pork 
Tenderloin with Roasted Ap- 
ples, Onions and Raisin Sauce 
or Slow-cooked Salmon with 
Shitake Mushroom and Pineap- 
ple Ginger Salsa. 

City Garden Suites is located. 
at 1158 A. Mabini Street, Ermi- 
ta, Manila. For inquiries and 
reservations, please call 536- 
1451 or visit our website at 
wwwcitygardenhotels.com. 


Children's Choir at Dusit Hotel Nikk 


MUSIC throughout the ages has been a partof 
celebrations and festivals. And what is the 
‘most important celebration of all? The Christ- 
mas Season! 

Ithas been a tradition at Dusit Hotel Nikko 
to have children as their partner in celebrat- 
ing the Holiday Season. Listen to their angelic 
voices at the hotel's posh lobby as they sere- 
nade the hotel guests every night, 6 p.m. 
starting Nov. 27 to Dec. 23. 

Performing children come from various 
schools whose ages range from 5 to 12 years 
old. Watch the students on Dec. 17 - Paref 
Woodrose School Inc; Dec. 18 - De la Salle 
Santiago Zobel; Dec. 19 - Ateneo de Manila 
Grade School; Dec. 20 - Lourdes School of 
Mandaluyong; Dec. 21 - Colegio de San Juan 
deLetran; Dec. 22 - Golden Values School and 
Don Bosco School of Sta. Mesa on Dec. 23. 


The Bellevue Hotel New Year 
Party with Mitch Valdez 


70's tunes plus musical gags and comedic 
commentary. 

Mitch Valdez is a veteran performer who al- 
ways gives an unforgettable performance in 
her SRO shows both here and abroad. Her 
voice, as well as her comedy sketches that are 
both intelligent and unpretentious, have won 
the praise of many, 

Greet 2005 with a bang with your loved 
ones close by only at The Bellevue Hotel, Ala- 
bang's fun family destination, Entrance fee of 
P750 net includes one standard drink. Call 
771-8181 loc 8113 or 8107 for inquiries. 


Happy Holidays at Taal Vista Hotel 


Holiday Hooray! 

Feel the true spirit of Christmas 
at Taal Vista Hotel. For inquiries 
and reservations, please сай 
Manila Sales Office at (632) 751- 
3088/89 or Taal Vista at (632) 
886-4325 or (046) 413-1000. 
Managed by Fuego Hotels & 
Properties. ۷ 
wwwzaalvista.com or wwwfue- 
gohotels.com 


a glass of wine (P650 net”, 6 p.m. 
to 11 p.m). The café will also be 
hosting the Holiday Feast Buffer 
the following morning, Decem- 
ber 25, A lavish buffet spread of 
the season's best dishes. (P750 
net*, 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m). After 
that big delicious lunch, kids can 
join Santa at the Lobby Lounge 
for fun games, activities and 
more surprises with the Kiddie 


By Nini Valera 


“THANK you for paying for my hospital bills.” 
“Thank you for sending me to school." 

“Thank you for giving me money when 1 
could not feed my family” 

"These are just some of the messages, most- 
уу said in low voices, by the people who lined 
up patiently for hours and streamed into the 
church to look at FPJ and brush his coffin gen- 
tly with their hands last Wednesday morning. 

FPJ's remains lie in state at the Sto. Domin- 
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go Church on Quezon Avenue in Quezon City, 
where thousands of fans have been coming in 
droves to pay their last respect to the actor, 
who is known for his boundless generosity. 

Even a woman who did not have use of her 
legs crawled along the church aisle to get near 
the coffin of the actor, who had been lionized 
by the masses for portraying underdog roles 
inhis movies. * 

Megastar Sharon Cuneta was advised that if 
she would send a wreath to Fernando Poe JF, 
she should not include the name of her hus- 


Nandito na ang cute na cute na 
cellphone na bagay sa iyo! 


and up to 550 minutes talk time! 
* «Upto 765 characters per sending sa text! 


na available, 


band, Sen. Francis Pangilinan, in the boquet. 

According to an aide of the Poe family, this 
advice supposedly came from Armida Sigu- 
ion-Reyna after the wreaths sent by President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and Speaker Jose 
de Venecia were destroyed by political sup- 
porters of FPJ last Tuesday night. 

But Conrad Poe, FPJ's brother, said he does 
not condone the act, and told fans and sup- 
porters that FPJ would not have wanted it to 
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GRATEFULLINE. Fans and supporters pay 
their final respect. 


LOST AND ALONE. Ronian Poe 


‘We've lost everything" 

Donato Casulok, a member of the lighting 
crew of the actor's FPJ Productions, sat out- 
side the area reserved for VIPs, sipping soft 
drink from a can. He offered Inquirer Ente 
tainment a drink, saying the refresh- 
ments—which included bottled water, tea, 
soda, instant noodles and pan de sal— were 
forthe mourners. 

San Miguel Corp. donated at least a truck- 


| load of bottled water and soft drinks to be 


1 


served during the wake. The drinks are stored 
in three refrigerators that the company appar- 
ently also supplied for the wake. 

FPJ had been one of the endorsers of San 
Miguel Beer Pale Pilsen, the flagship product 
of the food conglomerate. 

"The only convenience missing in the well- 
organized wake were portable toilets. 

Casulok, whose muddy eyes brimmed with 
tears, said in Filipino that he does not know 
what would happen to him now that FPJ is 
dead. 

“if we were not shooting a movie, we could 
always ask him for money to support our fam- 
ilies,” he told Inquinen Entertainment in Fil- 
ipino. “I have been working for FPJ for 15 
years. All the men you see carrying cartons of 
bottled water work for him, We have lost ev- 
erything with the death of FPJ.” 

"This sense of loss reverberates among the 
other movie industry people, the poorest of 
the poor, as they are described by director 
Joel Lamangan, president of the newly- 
formed Nagkakaisang Manggagawa ng Pe- 
likulang Pilipino. 

Lamangan said the group is planning to 
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PARIS George Clooney, Brad Pitt, Matt Da- 
mon, Julia Roberts and Elliott Gould may all 
be A-list celebrities used to top billing, but 

when it came to play- 
ing in "Oceans 12" 
they brought fun, not 
egos, to the set, ac- 
cording to the movie's 
director Steven Soder- 
bergh. 

"We have а whole 
difstooshor ап 
tude to making 
movies" Soderbergh 
told a Paris media con- 
ference promoting the 
European opening of 
the film, a sequel to the 2001 heist flick 
"Ocean's 11." 

Pitt, sitting alongside Damon, co-star Don 
Cheadle and producer Jerry Weintraub, added: 
"Т understand the image of egos in Hollywood 
and all that, but its rarely the truth... We all just 
gotalong really well and had a laugh.” 

‘That cameraderie and good-natured ribbing 
among the cast came across in the conference, 
with Cheadle piping up to answer questions to 


ROBERTS 


Xrated sequel 

Yes, there would be 
a sequel to "Ocean's 
12," but it would take 
an Xrated tack and 
would be called “The 
Porn Identity" Cheadle 
deadpanned, making a 
dig at Damon's spy 
films "The Bourne 
Identity” and "The 
Bourne Supremacy” CLOONEY 

“Matt was still Jason Bourne” on set, Pitt 
joked. 

Prompting Damon to reply: “Seeing as 1 
didn't wear a skirt in my last movie, I feel like 

Tve won.” (A refer- 
ence to Pitt's tum as 
tunic-wearing Achilles 
in the big-budget 
“Troy") 

Buoyed by similar 
verbal dueling in front 
of the cameras, 
"Oceans. 12" zips 
across several Euro- 
pean locales and rely 

5 оп the megawattage 
‘ZETA-JONES put out by some of the 
biggest names in Hollywood. 

Critics in the United States, where the film 
opened on Friday to instant box-office success, 
have called the film a lighthearted romp with 
litle substance but engaging interplay between. 
the stars. 


That’s a movie? 

For the New York Times, it was “enjoyable 
(but) unabashedly tri ind the online pub- 
lication Slate said it re- 
lied on “momentum, 
the twinkle of stas, 
and that’s about it." 

The actors them- 
selves acknowledged 
the movie was the 
equivalent of a vaca- 
tion: eschewing their 
$20-million salaries 
and creative control 
clauses to play off one 
another in a project 
where champagne, fast cars and sexy clothes 

unted more than the often disposable story 
li 

fm not even sure we were making a 
movie,” said Pitt. 

The ensemble 
reprised their charac- 
ters from the original 
film but throw out sev- 
eral of the conventions 
surrounding heist 
films—or many other 
films for that matter— 
and indude many in- 

АЧ jokes and a cameo or 
two. 
1 The characters often 
GOULD come across as simply 
playing themselves—in one scene, literally so. 


New twists. 

Tn the new film, the crew of the original heist 
are brought together again when their wealthy 
casino-owning victim (Andy Garcia) forces 
them to pay him back through a number of rob- 
beries in Europe. 

Along the way, Ріг character Rusty catches 
up with an ex-girlfriend (played by Catherine. 
Zeta-Jones) who is now a top Eurocop, and 
Clooney's Danny Ocean has to match wits with 
a wily French thief played by Vincent Cassel. 


For your true love, 
a gift that lasts long.after the 
12 days of Christmas. 
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‘The subtext plays louder than the “Thats where you've got to be careful master of spontaneous dialogue in 
scripted lines, though, and Soderbergh because ad-libbing can get out of hand if “Ocean's 12,” he had less luck avoiding 
said much of the funny stuff was ad- - you're not careful,” he said. other pitfalls on another film he is work- 
libbed, but only up to a point. While Clooney showed himselfto bea ingon. 


‘The actor was to have joined Pitt and 
Damon in Paris to promote their collabo- 
rative caper, but had to cancel after com- 
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Pamaskong Globe Rupe = 
mula ga mga mahal ninyo sa Singapore! 


Glebe Prepaid phenekits na may benus P 150 prepaid lead na, free delivery pa sa inyo sa ‘Pinas!* 
Kaya maglambing at hingin na ang pamaskong regalong ite sa inyong mga kamag-anak at kaibigan sa Singapore! 


Napakadali nilang maa-avall ang promo: 

1. Bibi lang ang inyong kamag-anak о kaibigang OPW ng SingTel prepald card worth 25 Singapore dollars 
sa alinmang Sig Tel uti sa Singapore. 

2 Puwede na sng umorder agad ng Nokia 3315, Nokia 1100 at Nokia 2650 Globe Prepaid phonekits 
para sa inyo. May (ree delivery pa sa address n'yo sa Pilpinas!" 

3. Bawac phonale sy may bonus P 150 prepaid load na makukuha nyo sa Pilpinas within 24 hours matapos 
sundin ang detalyadong instruction па ipadadala kasama ng actual phoneke. 

4.Ang cabling phoneki ау ide-deier nang libre s beneficiary sa Pilipinas sa mga lugar nasakop ng Globe 
courier dexinstions nationwide. asan ring kunin п beneficiary ang phonekd за pinakamalapit na Globe 
Business Center kung ang kailang address ay indi kabilang за nasabing courier service destinations 

5.Ang iat ng empleyado, advertising agencies, suppkers ng Globo Telecom, SingTel at knilang mga kamag- 
anak up to the second degree of affinity and consanguinity зу hindi maaaring sumali sa promo. 

& Ang promo period ay mula December 3,2004 hanggang January 15.2005. 


Fer mere infermatien, tumawag lang sa 730-1000. 
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or call 898-8701 to 02. 
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all { | Disney, Miramax split looms 


: — — —— LOS ANGELES—Walt Disney Co, Weinstein expires next year. instein) will end” Disney said in its an- 
7 TE: whch i locked in contentious сор “Theconpary doss not ergeet busi- nual Securities and Exchange Commis- 
4 YALA CINEMA: E33€ Ё act talks with the chiefs of its Mira. ness at its subsidiary Miramax to con- sion fling. "The company is currently in 
E atus ony chante witht galor notico, For verification ot 7207777. [| max Films unit seid on Monday tex. tnus atthe same level beyond the negations with the Wine je 
pects a new direction from the art September 30, 2005 date on which the garding the future of our business rela- 

ATC G1 са GB3 ACC house filmmaker when the current current contractual relationship with tionship with them." 
ш. | oc M SES | ^s @ deal with brothers Bob and Harvey the co-chairmen (Bob and Harvey We- ‘At this time the company is unable 
ecc m to determine whether 
"e |] Sanne A projects currently in 
edin] Ha F жел йерн о 
abandoned or other- 
wise impaired and 
whether there will be 
material 
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Disney and the We- 
insteins have been at 
odds for months as 
the brothers goal of 
expanding movie 
productions and bud- 
gets has collided with 
Disney's cost con- 
scious aim of retum- 
ing Miramax, maker 
of movies like "The 
Aviator” to its low- 
budget and foreign 
film distribution 
rots. 

A Miramax 
spokesman said there 
‘were “ongoing, ami- 
cable" discussions 
with Disney. But in- 
dustry sources have 
long said the contract 
negotiations were dif- 
ficult. 

Industry watchers 
and insiders have 
mulled a range of 
changes that could 
come in the relation- 
ship, with many ex- 
pecting the brothers 
tostart their own pro- 
» { A x duction company but 

ii ап 1 БУ. 3 д (ppm 3 alr gat Disney keeping the 
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of the projects under 
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to ABS-CBN, that the planned cancellation 
was part of a deal struck by the Lopezes with 
Malacafiang in exchange for the government 
decision to take over Maynilad Water Services 
Ine. 

NIC Chair Ronald Solis wrote ABS-CBN on 
Dec. 9, saying: "The jurisdiction of the NTC 
over non-KBP members does not include with 
it the authority to regulate the operation of 
broadcast stations in so far as program con- 
tentis concerned.” 

Solis said the power to regulate programs 
aired on radio and television stations never 
belonged to the NTC. Neither did the power 
to discipline the media outfits for any breach 
of ethical standard in the conduct of their op- 
erations, according to a press statement of 
GMA. 

"Under Section 15 of EO 546, the jurisdic- 
tion of the Commission over broadcast sta- 
tions pertains only to the latter's technical op- 
erations and scope," Solis said, based on 
GMAs press release. 


Tape the shows 

‘The Commission cannot, under the guise of 
its rule making power, expand its own powers 
beyond what the law provides," added Solis. 

However, the NTC in late September or- 
dered all television and radio networks to 
tape news, talk shows, and even magazine- 
type programs, and preserve the record for 10 
days to give the Commission basis in evaluat- 
ing complaints. 
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ENTERTAINMENT 
ABS complaint vs... = 


Solis earlier stressed that the policy imple- 
mented in mid-October was nota form of cen- 
sorship. 

GMA invoked the freedom of speech and 
expression in reporting about the comedy 
king. The station also argued that major 
newspapers had been carrying the Dolphy 
story before Channel 7 picked it up. 

Now the country’s most profitable broad- 
cast firm, GMA denied that it falsely reported 
on the Dolphy issue, that it cited no specific 
source, and that it failed to air the side of ABS- 
CBN. 


Not applicable 

In its detailed reply to the NTC regarding 
the competitors allegations, GMA also point- 
ed out that the Television Code, which the 
commission said it could invoke in the case, 
was not applicabl 

Tt pointed to a justice department opinion 
in 1999 that seid МТСЗ regulatory powers 
covered only the technical aspect of the oper- 
ations of broadcast networks and cable televi- 
sion firms. 

He said that the NTC, based on the justice 
departments opinion, could not regulate the 
content of media outfits. If at all, he said, it 
should be the Movie Television Review and 
Classification Board. 

The KBP's Standard Authority, а body 
which rules on cases filed by its members, de 
cided on Nov. 3 the organization had no juris- 
diction over d2BB, RGMA and Enriquez. 
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Starts December 17, 2004 


ALABANG TOWN CENTER - ALIMALL * AYALA CENTER CEBU • AYALA CENTER MAKATI 
CYBERWALK 2 EASTWOOD - DUTY FREE PHILIPPINES « FILINVEST FESTIVAL SUPERMALL 
GREENHILLS - MARKET MARKET - ROCKWELL POWER PLANT MALL “ ROBINSONS 
GALLERIA - ROBINSONS PLACE ILOILO + ROBINSONS PLACE IMUS - ROBINSONS 
PLACE MANILA • ROBINSONS PLACE PASIG * ROBINSONS PLACE NOVALICHES 
ROBINSONS STARMILLS PAMPANGA - SHANGRI-LA PLAZA MALL SM CITY BACOOR. 
SM CITY BAGUIO = SM CITY BATANGAS • SM CITY BICUTAN - SM CITY CAGAYAN DE ORO 
ЗМ CITY CEBU • SM CITY CENTERPOINT - SM CITY DASMARIRAS - SM CITY DAVAO 
SM CITY FAIRVIEW SM CITY ILOILO + SM CITY LUCENA • SM CITY MANILA + SM CITY 
NORTH EDSA -SM CITY MARILAO • SM MEGAMALL • SM CITY PAMPANGA * SM CITY 
SOUTHMALL - SM SUPER CENTER SUCAT. STA. LUCIA EAST GRAND MALL “THE PODIUM WWW.girbaud.com 


= Promo period is from December 17, 2004 to February 15, 2008 Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 3345, Series of 2004 
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All-Digital messes me — —3, 
Cinemas @) The Polar Express 


(2) National Treasure. 


(8) George and the Dragon 


Pasiyam 


Guaranteed Seats Cinemas: P90.00 


(8) Honey 


© Harold and Kumar 


© Bad Santa H ix 2 Es “VENICE is growing up 


to be so sweet! I never 


et tired of her baby 
Movies are subject to change without prior notice. Smdl.Talvays wantto 


Customer service Hotline: 886-7516 à 
squeeze her chubby 
ҮҮҮУҮҮҮҮҮЎҮҮҮҮҮҮҮУҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮ А cheeks and don't mind 
staring at her all day! 
AAAAAAA AAA, AAAA " She turned 3 months 


old on Dec. 11.” 
events! events! 


December 20, 2004, 7:00 PM 
E MIGUEL The San Miguel Philharmonic Orchestra 


FOUNDATION FOR TIT & The San Miguel Master Chorale 
PERFORMING ARIS with Ryan Cayabyab 


© MERRY! MERRY! CAROLING 
December 21, 2004 


ox Children's Joy Foundation 
MIGUEL |3Рт Activity Centers 5pm & 7pm Central Plaza | ISTANBUL, Turkey has been a very slow 
and sad past few days for me and my family 
December 22, 2004 back home in Man 
Kaibigan Vocal Ensemble А good friend, my godfather, the king of 
3pm Activity Center 5pm & 7pm Central Plaza | Philippine cinema, Femando Poe Jr, passed 
away yesterday. 
December 23, 2004 But after the weeping and the mourning, 
illippine Symphonic Band life goes on. Show those you love and care 
3pm Activity Center «5pm & 7pm Central Plaza about how important they are to you. Life is 
sooo short. Ruffa Gutierrez-Bektas 


PENLHARMONIC ORCHESTRA 


TUNAY? 


With Pioneer, real DVD 
quality doesn't come cheap. 


"GETTING ready to go to a post-Halloween party with the girls.” 


—] 
| 


DV-270-S 


wo Е. = 
pr ack REL 3 Pie 


HTOBDVD Evaaovo, 
BNG hind? spor унат 


u 
m | ali ii Don't settle for mediocre bronds and "AT HOME with the family. Lorin and Venice are getting ready for 
[-] А z bed, Yilmaz just got home from a meeting and Ijust spent two hours 
E cheap imitotions. Get Pioneer DVD, for huffing and puffing at the gym." 


a guaranteed quality, performance ond 


1 “fe. 
E NA PEOD, sn acy Looded with ed bores p5 ABS c omplaint Ys 


т оз Wide Format Compatibility, Dolby 
4 » ] Digital Surround Sound, ond powerful . И d 
fl eme Geg т GMA-7 dismisse 


picture quality and dear, powerful sound. 


HIZu2upvn 


BV Hamo Heto wn thoy saosa By Clarissa S. Batino withdrew its KBP membership in 


And with a reliable service guarantee, September 2003 
z WITHDRAWING from the Тһе Lopez network asked the 
опу Pioneer delivers a truly unforgettable Kapisanan ng mga Brodkaster sa NTC on April 6101 penalize GMA 
ў Pilipinas last year has proved for allegedly violating its fran- 
DVD experience that lasts. Real DVD beni or CUNG ci by reporting during te 
The National Telecommunica- March 22 edition of its news pro: 
ee Commission dismissed late grams, “24 Das and * edm 

for Pi last week for lack of jurisdiction а that Dolphy's show on AB 
DAD Go Ce к=. complaint filed in April by ABS- was to be axed after the comedi- 
CBN Broadcasting Corp. against an actively campaigned for presi- 
“trices good lor Metro Manila only GMA. dential candidate, the late Fer- 
In early November, the KBP it- nando Poe Jr. 
self dismissed a similar complaint 
pioneer.com.sg or гас of ABS-CBN against wo GMA ra- Power to regulate 

email us at mgme@compass.com. A . dio stations and GMA talent ОМА also reported, according 
Miguel "Mike" Enriquez. GMA Sis 


quality doesn't come cheap. Go for real 
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Oil firms buck calls for price rollback 


By Abigail L. Ho While the price of unleaded gaso- reflected in local pump prices. is also in the process of hearing to bring down gasoline and diesel 
line based on the Mean of Piats Sin. The impending imposition of a separate bills that will slap more prices by 50 centavos a liter. 
EVEN with the price rollback that small oil firm PTT Philip-  gapore (MOPS) benchmark for re- S-percent tariff on crude and re- taxes on the oil industry. Meanwhile, industry leader 
pines Corp. implemented Wednesday, other oil players are ned ‘petroleum products has stayed fined petroleum product imports “I don't know where (the De- Petron Corp. decided to raise the 
Soto id uem relatively low at an average of by Jan. 1, 2005, would also in- partment of Energy and the Con- diesel discount it was giving to 
уреп to the idea at this time as current world market TT е Som 15 MOPS. ud о ы асаа 
eos aa dor r KE Gee price vedeetion opto ак! 31 a barre as of Dec. 15, crease fuel costs, making it nearly sumer and Oil Price Watch) get the public transport sector from 
pet EBEN к ‘based diesel again went up to a Dec. impossible to implement a roll. their figures. The rollback being 50 centavos a liter to P1 a liter on 
Independent Philippine effect on the prices of refined 1.15avermgeof85108abamelfrom back, he added. floated around by the DOE and Dec. 20 and Dec. 27. 
Petroleum Companies Associa- petroleum products, which new $50.92a barrel. By next year, the current 3-per- COPW appears to be far from real . By Monday, the diesel discount 
tion chair Femando Martinez oil players bring into the county Martinezadded that past under. cent levy that oil firms pay for their figures that the oil companies are will go up by 25 centavos a liter, 
said it was highly improbable at to sell, he said. recoveries of about P1.50 a liter for crude and finished product im- using," Martinez said. jacking up the total discount to 
this time to give a price rollback As of Dec. 15, the benchmark. diesel made it even more difficult ports will be raised to percent by This discrepancy in figures, he 75 centavos. The remaining 25- 
asinternational crude prices have Dubai crude went upa bittoanav- to commit to a price rollback. virtue ofa Malacahang orderinJu- said, was the reason for the other centavos-a-liter discount that the 
started to inch up адай erage of 533.66 a barrel, from only ^ Underrecoveries are increases lyanda DOE circular last month. oil firms decision not to adjust oil firm has committed will take 
This would then have a direct $33.55 a barrel two days before. in world market pricesthatarenot The House of Representatives their prices, despite PTT's move effect the Monday after that. 


Lucio Tan joins 

bid for Del 

Monte stake 

Prabhu The best Christmas present 


ТАРАМ Lucio Tan is in serious talks with Italian 
food maker Cirio Finanziara S.p.A. for the latter's 


Some at de aa is securing your family's future. 


c алыб» 


food manufacturer Del Monte Pacific Ld. 

Inquirer sources said Tan was likely to bid 
on his own instead of partnering with existing. ser E 
shareholders of DMPL since he usually want- 
ed a controlling stake when acquiring a com- 
pany. 

As of yesterday, the 40-percent block was 
worth roughly $175 million. 

Tan owns cigarette manufacturer Fortune 
"Tobacco, Asia Brewery Inc., Allied Banking 
Corp, Philippine Airlines, Philippine National 
Bank, University of the East, and is involved 
in livestock and chemical trading. The taipan 
is often listed by foreign publications, includ- 
ing Forbes Magazine, as the richest business- 
man in the Philippines. His net worth is 
pegged at around $1.5 billion. 

Forbes said the tobacco and beer tycoon 
has a net worth of $1.6 billion. Tan ranked 
12th in Forbes’ list of the 40 richest people in 
Southeast Asia recently. His businesses span 
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CURRENCIES 
PESO-DOLLAR RATE 


NOVEMBER DECEMBER 
PESO-DOLLAR RATE 


ir 56.255 = S П 


As ofS p.m., Dec. 6, 2004 


7 104,28 = 9 1 


Азоб pin. Dec. 16,2004 


$ GOLD: $442.50-443.00 
per ounce Hong Kong Dec: 16 2004 


STOCK MARKET 


PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 
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(See stock market report on Page B4) 


Shares end higher on new 
tobacco, alcohol tax Enjoy the holidays with the assurance that your financial security is well taken care of. 
Ranked as one of the largest banks in Singapore and Asia, United Overseas Bank's reputation as a 
kaaa alai professionally managed financial institution coupled with our strong financial performance and 
Е заде in Congress of а measure quality customer service have consistently earned us numerous accolades for banking excellence. 
that will levy higher taxes on to- It is this commitment that spurs us to continuously strive for growth for our customers, shareholders, 


bacco and liquor 
‘The benchmark 30-company Philipine тастары ыч БАда 


Stock Exchange Index finished up 25.93 
points, or 1.4 percent, at 1,820.82. The ad- 
vance brings the total index gain to 4.1 per- 
cont since Tuesday. 

‘The passage of the new tax measure 
helped ease doubts over the government's 
determination to address fiscal problems Macro te Popes Depost ыла Capon 
amid threats from International credit rating Maan орон area kr ext ap P ОШ 
agencies to downgrade the country due to 
the sluggish pace of reforms. 

‚ The bills expected to be signed into law 
soon. 


‘lue-chip Philippine Long Distance Tele- xm oam ++ 
phone Co. was the most actvaly traded 1 

Stock, up 3.5 percent at P1,335, in step with UNITED OVERSEAS BANK 
the3.1-percent gain In its American daposi- 1 i 

tary receipts in New York Wednesday. АР 


Visit us at www.uob.com.ph 
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Malaysian takes 67% of SLEX holding firm 


Now there's an even better reason to stay at home. 


ILCD projection TV 


+ High Resolution (1284 x 784) LCD 3 Panel Light Engine - Ultra Fine Pitch (0.082mm) 
Screen with Anti-Reflecllve Coating - Digital Photo Memory Card Slot + Auto in (Video 


Input Sensor) + 3 Way 6 Speakers 
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LCD Light Engine 
oie LCD UR Engna te 


oat alin cam] сен avo ral 
Apmemon meranen tat енот a 
men dee mnes ашат аен ang 
васлам prum sons That sed i. 
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тей seca LED pennas doy 


PREMIUM DEALERS: 


Image Pixel Processor. 
наде LCO Pigeon Wen 


HITACHI | 


Inspire the Next 


Memory Card Sit 

ног LCD Preece Tends 

pel 

money Caê ak Yo et ne 

ay toni roges man 9y 
yoo суш cama. 


| By Clarissa 5. Batino 


MALAYSIAS MTD Capital Berhad yesterday 
signed an agreement with the main propo- 
nents of the P10-billion South Luzon Express- 
way upgrade, a deal that gave it a 67-percent 
stake in Hopewell Crown Infrastructure Inc. 

Northeast Development and Acquisitions 
Corp, which used to control Hopewell 
Grown, was left with a 23-percent interest in 
the company. Hopewell Holdings Ltd. of 
Hong Kong tycoon Gordon Wu kept its 10- 
percent stake in the company. 

Hopewell Crown owns 80 percent of South 
Luzon Tollway Corp., a joint venture with 
Philippine National Construction Corp. 
formed to rehabilitate and eventually operate 
the SLEX tollway where about 200,000 mo- 
torists pass daily. 

The sale and purchase agreement between 
Northeast Development and MTD Capital was 
signed by the local firm's president, Alfonso 
Perez, and MTD group executive chair Dato' 
Dr. Nik Hussain Bin Abdul Rahman. 

Hopewell Crown president Joel Bañares 
said the entry of the Malaysian firm ensured 
that the consortium could come up with the 
P3 billion in equity for the project. 

He said the balance of about P7 billion 
would come from а combination of debt and 
quasi-equity from International Finance 
Corp, the state-owned National Develop- 
ment Co. and other creditors. 

"Given the viability and prospective eco- 
nomic impact of the project, financing is not 
much of a problem. The project proponeht 


KARL: EDWARD 


December (81022 2004 -r it, pag Gusot 


SATURDAY, SUNDAY, MONDAY 
TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 


9:00 A.m.- 19:00 29 
Longer-Shopping Houry 
NBG 


The NBC Tent i by SE 
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A 


Bonifacio Global City, Taguig 


has the expertise and track record to develop 
and implement the project. Our partnership: 
with MTD assures that Hopewell Crown сап. 
deliver on these requirements," Bafiares said, 
inan interview. 

MTD Capital is Malaysia's second biggest. 
toll operator overseeing four tollways there. It 
also operates a tollway in Sri Lanka. Listed on 
the Kuala Lumpur Stock Exchange, MTD Cap- 
ital registered a turnover of $152 million in its 
fiscal year ending March 2004, 

Bañares said the group welcomed the partici- 
pation of NDC, particularly in the funding of the 
rightofway acquisition. He said NDC could 
provide long-term peso financing, which was 
‘what the consortium was targeting to minimize 
foreign exchange exposure and other risks, 

The NDC's participation, according to the 
former finance undersecretary, would be 
done through a subscription in bonds matur- 
ing over 15 to 20 years to be issued by South, 
Luzon Tollways Corp. 

MTD Capital was chosen over five other for.” 
eign groups that showed interest in the project. 
Bañares said the Malaysian firm was the most 
committed to put equity into the venture. 

Other foreign firms—SNC Lavalin of Cana- 
da, Transcore of the United States, Renardet 
of Switzerland, BCEOM of France, and the 
Spanish group of Getinsa/Intecsa-Inarsa/Al- 
tair—could come in as turnkey contractors. 

MID Capital is also into highway construc- 
tion. It is working on the East Coast Expressway 
project in Malaysia. The company has an asset 
base of $400 million and equity of $225 million. 

“Apart from a $100-million loan syndication, 

the World Banks IFC 
wanted to put in 
about $30 million in 
équity to the SLEX 
upgrade. Вайатез 
said that First Metro 
Investment Corp. of 
the Metrobank Group 
had also expressed in- 
terest to raise P3 bil- 
lion in funding for the 
SLEX project. 

Hopewell Crown 
and its financial ad- 
viser Ernst & Young 
had also discussed 
fund-raising options 
with the Asian Devel- 
opment Bank, ABN- 
Amro and ING Bank. 

Also being ex- 
plored are credit en- 
hancements with the 
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AUTHORIZED DEALER: Philippine Export- 


Import Credit Agency 
or PhilExim, Coface 
of France and Cesce 
of Spain, ассо 
to Вайагез. 


METRO MANILA: Abonson (Watermart Pasong Tamo Tel Nos 613-7727 “8130432 Anson Emporium (Pasay Road) Tei No. 843- 
50421.44 148 Audio Visual Driver nl ne. (Sharia Plaza) Tel No 635 469 Automate Center Grentet Mat Maka Ciy) Te! 
No 816-261 192 Bose Showroom (Pebnsors Piace. Manda) 5352568 Digital Homo (West Are, Quezon ly Tel No 4143289 d- 
cinama in Stylo (Festal Mal, Famas) Tel No 809-8010 (Rost Powerpisni Mat. lad Cty) 68-055 Listening Styla (Sengt- 
La Ple Tel Nos 622-975 632.8345 Sight & Sounds Audio Video (Shane Para) Tel Nos. 634-1789 63-70 (Pak Spee 
1. Makat) Tel Nos 752-715 + 7527116 Tho Listening Room (SM Марат Tel Nos 632-9577 "6332085 


|a VISAYAS: Caba Cireult Cy [Gasano County Mal) Tel No (032) 23-3568 Тах (032) 231-3699 Sound Room (Ayla Cete 
Catu Ciy) Tel No (032) 2318288. 


Inquiries ali: 


mk 3778253/.3142240 / 314-3126 
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| Christmas 
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Support the Kaakbay sa Pag-aaral 
Capacity Building for Rural Learning 

and Development Project. Help bring 
quality education to the poorest barangays by 
donating funds for the purchase of textbooks, 
teachers’ manuals, reference books and 
instructional materials. 


‘Other Mari 
* Table linens, bedsheets 
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The Finest Name in Chinaware 


Native hats 
Фа chon Hate € Handicrafts 
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2 pes. Soup Plate To be held 

for every Php 2,000.00 5 fo be held at 
жопко pligghase Noritake ENI See EON 
2, Concepcion, Marikina Ci 

"Tel Nos.: 948-4876; 

941-6829; 942-1185; 

1941-2295 saturdays & sundays) 


2 pes. 16-inch Platter. 
for every. Php 5,000.00 
worth бфге 
Шык 
Nortel faery avd aly 


Kaakbay sa Pag-aaral is a project of the 
KAAKBAY Citizens’ Development Initia- 
tives, Inc. in partnership with the 
Department of Education under its 
Adopt-A-School Program. 
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—— Yes, I will donate P. 
= Yes, I will donate P. 


this Christmas. 

every month. donate now! 
Cut and send this form or contact KAAKBAY CDI Of- 
Ea agen oe ener ve rear 
E ийис naraka te 
p kn cn ar oD п 
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Check . Money Order 


— Bank Deposit Sai 
‘Ad space donated by the Philippine Dally Inquirer 


NEW SINGLE DETACH TOWNHOUSE 
ON Er | 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2004 UNIT OWNER WILL BE 
IMPRESSED WITH ITS 
SPACIOUS LIVING RM. 


Kapitan stops ^ cocrates 
BIR auction 


MONDAYS auction sale of а 12.57-hectare AREA 35 SQM. : 
corner property at Edsa and Quezon Avenue raga а 

fa beca sopal але шр сотай) а = - new Year deals, 
an injunction case before the Quezon City Re- Victor С. | 

gional Trial Court A eH Fé travel in January! 


The property was said to have belonged to 


an alleged former cook of the late President = jue пишет ана SINGAPORE| | JAKARTA 


Marcos. The Bureau of Internal Revenue n OWNER: ANGELICA PROPERTIES 
planned to raise at least P3 billion out of the pum core ы MAMANA so. US$ USS, 
auction to cover the deficient estate taxes of 7316862 / 7405522 ADE DESIN a PROIECT Д Vol 5073/5016 «5073508 
the cook, who also has since died. 09178316862 орен SRE 

BIR Regional Director Nestor Valeroso said 
a certain Paramount Holdings that filed the 


injunction case claims that the property b BANGKOK SURABAYA 


boundaries in the cook's estate differ from ra 249 99 
| USS USS 


those of the property that the BIR was trying 
to auction. 

чаг 5073/50974 nd S061/S074 Vaid 5071/50134 end 50133/5076 
it is now under litigation, but Cocktales has = Е Р озо 5 


тезе Teologo 


‘Valeroso declined to discuss the case, since 
confirmed that Lucio Tan is indeed the benefi- 
cial owner of Paramount Holdings. $ af 3 > З 1 

The questioned corner property is by the 1 : 3 KUALA LUMPUR BRISBANE 
Monumento-bound lane of Epifanio de los |? Д BT pA PEOR: А 
Santos Avenue, where an А рріпез bill 2 4 my) 9 usd 99 
board now stands. A large portion of the con. | à 3 cupi жиш м RE 

Ф Tre logo 


tested property is also now occupied by a golf 
driving range 

"The cooks alleged property, if indeed there is 
one, is said to be located much farther in Cubao. 
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^ © EXCELLENT RECEPTION. ANY MOBILE PHONES d 299 479 
St. Francis patented Jabra MiniGoiforcnsp Ө COMPATIBLE with 05$ : us$ 
pi sound quality major bluetooth mobile eld 5073/5048 ond SQ141/SO7A eld 5075/50231 and 50220/5076 
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Y^ dm merui o prone up o 30 fet away 
baban Sl Мерет! an The Podium 7 Bock and buy ONLINE at wwrwsingaporeaireom/ph 
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ы Muhtieval shopping venue 
= 1000 plus angge stals 
Й? & блу air-conditioned 
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4i Yeli for deese rom Maa kon 10 31 Jawo 2005, Tol mat be ama by | 
AUTHORIZED DEALERS : BELT Soe dy nce pada ul ha na br ld ten 
AD] Telecom, BSD int Celluay Tech, Comcentre DGD Telecom, Digita! Walker, Games & | | 1SDxanty 2001 24 мәү Al erer quond aro por pan bed ona 
Е  BSD In, Сеймау Tech. Comeantra, DGD Telecom, йн Walker Тор Win | | oer Gem pel od xe вла lor ond reges Мо pam mo ord 
Gadgets, Globotel, Hello Telecom, Junrex, Mobile f, Megacellular, Powertel, Top Win | | fere Cow ted, ond cri key les ed o chro Ме eon ma hr 
email : jabraphii@yahoo.com chiidran below 12 years old. Other terms and conditions apply. 


now available 


Engineered for enjoyment. 
The BMW 3 Series. 


Discover the thrill of driving the BMW 3 Series. Experience d efficiency of its VALVETRONIC engines, the 
unrivalled driving dynamics through its rear-wheel drive and the precise ic Stability Control (DSC). More 
than 30 years of engineering excellence have created the benchmark for sports sedans: 


Engineered for ownership. 


• 25% down payment and 0% interest for 4 years on selected BMW З Series models”. 
* Or choose BMW Service Inclusive: a 5-year or 60,000km free service package including parts and labor. 


* 318i M Sport, 325i Executive and 325i M Sport. 
Valid until December 31, 2004. 
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EI de Eaten du 
Cekbrate Gand Christmas Cheer г. THA 
AERA: dard Hare FOLLOWING the reversal of an earlier — Pruippine Nationa! Sank 
{е 6 sabit Supreme Court decision barring foreign РЖ со 
a Cet rê firms from engaging in the mining busi- шуру, 
i 10% OFF Grand Hotty inernain. ness, the Department of Energy on i 
КО IEEE ME Wednesday awarded an oll and gas explo. Шы 
[SU A NUMEN ration contract to South Sea Petroleum РУНА ынаа. 
БЕЗИНЕ Holdings Led. Sun Lie Financat I. 
Бей The DOE formally awarded Service Con- 
ir Photo wh S a 
NGABA tract No. 45 tothe Hong Kongelisted firm after Giga Tescon ist 
President Macapagal-Arroyo gave the go- 25901" 
T The Bes! Grond 
NG Asido Creer Photo Wins cheadtodoso. 
iam T With the awarding of the service contract, 
КООШО ДЫ ЛУКА + firm can now proceed with oil and gas ex- 
эша on Det 24, 2004 ploration efforts over the Agusan-Davao 
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orfox (632) 5261701 "This is indeed a welcome news for us, as 

yog fi E itassures the people that the search for reli- asin 

an able and indigenous supply of fuel is a con- — fritssorerlemior 
tinuing effort. The contribution of foreign {шуру 
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8 NOTICE TO MAYNILAD WATER CUSTOMERS AND THE PUBLIC [ues 
1 NEW WATER RATES FOR THE WEST ZONE поз 
: НЕЧ 
Effective 15 daya from publication in newspapers of general circulation, Maynilad Water Services, Ins. Maynilad") wil Implement a rate adjustment эв recommended by KIN 
le MSS Regulatory Office per Resolution No. O4-014-CA and approved by the MWSS per Board Resolution No. 2004-301 both dated 24 November 2004, ats 
NS ugue e deae ab pron adu aeri S. Ara), ere rf San Juan River, West Are, EDSA, Congressional any 
made Ано е norem pat staring from the Dist of ha Haly Spiri 8 Batasan Mil) Maka (west of Sout Super Hway), Caloocan, Pasay, Parahaguo, Acre Goa сир. 
re зе: етот Pe ere aN and Mun ai Moro МЫМ; бай Cay ала е tam of Bacoor, mat Kan ita and pus 
vin os pipes ee 
|1. WATER CHARGES CURRENT 
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once: 
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DALLAS Hampton and Mark Ripka, newly appointed officers of Asta 
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gba kami | ese 3000 um | oom | Tum | alum. | 15 days after receipt of Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas approval 
120 аль] Iidem. | Saan] iban] Tam азал 
1.00 /cu.m. 746 icum. | 2467 icum. 140 icum. 748 icu m. 43.13 fcum, BLANQUITA Gonzalez, a director of Prudential Bank, bought 2,000 
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Zero interest for a Merry, Merry Christmas 


Unwrap a Jaguar this Holiday. Season 
with our financing packages 
and find yourself saying h0% h0% h0%! 


Call for details or visit your nearest showroom. 


for the greatest 4x4’s. 


GO BEYOND. 


Zero interest this holiday season | 


Even if you are naughty, or nice. 


New vehicle warranty: 3-years or 100,000 km. 


JAGUAR CARS, INC. 


MAKATI SHOWROOM 
ENZO Bldg., 399 Sen. Gil Puyat Ave., Makati City 
Tel: (6321 897-8888 Fax: (632) 895-2677 
E-mail: salesfajaguar.com.ph 
ORTIGAS SHOWROOM 
88 ADB Ave., Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
Tel: (632) 633-3976 to 78: 
(632) 633-3976 to 77 


SERVICE CENTER 

3904 Quingua St. near EDSA/BUENDIAI, Мака: 

Tet632) 881-7252;1632) 881-7060 Faxié321 

Jaguar Service Helplines +63 9209-JAQUAR l- 3209.524027) 
all: service. ctrfajaguar.com.ph 


Nga barangay na dati'y ilang oras lang may tubig, ngayon 24 oras 
nang may tubig. 


At mula 24%, naging 90% na ng mga naninirahan sa East Zone” 
ang nakaranas ng biyaya ng 24-hour water service. 


‘At ngayon, ang biyayang йо ay umaabot na hanggang sa Montalban, Rizal. 


Lahat ng ito'y nangyari dahil sa iba't-ibang water service projects 


“Marikina, Роа, Mandaluyong. Makati, malaking banagi ng Quezon City, Sen Andros 


Find it under your Christmas Tree 


LRPHILS MOTORS, INC. 


RANGE ROVER DISCOVERY3 FREELANDER DEFENDER 


JAGUAR 


Born to perform 


IRANTY 


at halos round-the-clock na pagtra-trabaho ng Manila Water, 
isang Ayala company at concessionaire ng MWSS. 


At simula pa lang ito. Sa kanilang ika-7 taon, mas marami pang 
gagawin ang Manila Water. Ang na-invest na F9 bllyon ay dadagdagan 
pa para sa 2007, aabot na sa 5 milyong tao sa East Zone ang 
makakaranas ng tuluy-tuloy na pagdaloy ng tubig. At mas maayos 
na pagdaloy ng buhay. 24 oras. 


a. Ans sa Maniis. Kasama tin dito ong Sen Juan 


UENO) мами cay 
Tox e062 ns 


Ki Provided by Factory Certified Service Center 


Manila Water 


Dala ng tubig ay ginhawa. 


Taguig. Pateros, at Cainta, Tayiay, Antipolo, San Mateo al Montalban sa Rizal 
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DEBT SERVICING UP 


BOP deficit swells to 5459M as of end-November 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


TTHE PHILIPPINES" balance of 
payment deficit swelled to $275 
million in November from $6 mil- 
“lion in October on higher foreign 

change outflows from debt ser- 
vicing. 

In a press briefing, Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas Governor 
Rafael Buenaventura yesterday 
sid this brought the 11-month 
deficit to $459 million, from a 
surplus of $192 million recorded 
in the same period last year. 


Le YEE 


By the year's end, he said the 
BOP deficit would likely balloon 
further to $516 million. 

"This is due to higher repay- 
ment of principal debt and inter- 
est as well as the trade deficits 
which negated inflows from over- 
seas Filipino workers’ remit- 
tances and portfolio invest- 
ments,” Buenaventura said. 

On the other hand, the BOP 
measures the foreign exchange 
transactions between the econo- 
my and the rest of the world. 

Its major components are ће 


САРТ. iren Dornier, chair of South East Asi 


‘Alipui, country representative of Unicef Philippines a check worth $61,000 raised during the 
world tour of the airline's restored Do24ATT amphibian aircraft. With him are Capt. Nikos 


Gitsis, SEAIR director, Capt. Joseph Bustamante, pilot, Lorena Burcer, b 
officer SEAIR, Angelica Cruz, Unicef, and Shiella Cabi-ao, sales and marketing manager, 


SEAIR. 


current account and the capital 
and financial account. 

Any transaction which gives 
rise to a payment by a Philippine 
resident like importation or off- 
shore investment is a deficit 
item while any transaction 
which gives rise to a receipt like 
exporting or inward remittance 
and investment is a: surplus 
item. 

During the same period, he 
said Gross International Reserves 
slipped to a nine-month low of 
515.87 billion at end-November 
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from $15.92 billion in October. 

The reserves level, however, 
жаз still enough to cover about 
4.2 months of imports of goods as 
well as payments of services and 
income. 

It js also equivalent to 2.6 
times the country's short-term 
debt based on original maturity 
and 14 times based on residual. 
maturity. 

Short-term debt based on 
residual maturity refers to out- 
standing short-term external 
debt on original maturity plus 


principal payments on medi- 
um- and long-term loans of the 
public and private sectors 
falling due within the next 12 
months. 

The GIR—consisting of the 
BSP's gross foreign currency 
holdings, gold reserves, special 
drawing rights from multilater- 
al institutions and foreign 
vestments—is seen as an indi- 
cator of the government's abili- 
ty to service the foreign ex- 
change requirements of the 
economy. 
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DOF to support Masinloc plant deal 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT of Finance said it 
would prevent any moves to delay the 
transfer of the Masinloc coal-fired 
power plant to its winning bidder, 
'YNN Pacific Consortium. 

The DOF declared its position amid 
calis for a congressional inquiry into 
the bidding process. 

According to Finance Undersecre- 
tary Eric Recto, who is in charge of 
the governments privatization ef- 
forts, the DOF welcomes proposals to 
subject the bidding of Zambales- 
based Masinloc to an investigation, 
but added that such a move should 
not hamper the sale of the plant. 

"They can inquire all they want for 
as long аз it will be an inquiry that is 
in pursuit of understanding a fairly 
complex issue. However, if the in- 


quiry will be an attempt to delay the 
proceedings, then that will be a dif- 
ferent story,” said Recto in an inter- 
view. 

The DOF earlier said the "success- 
ful bidding of the 600-megawatt 
Masinloc, one of the biggest assets of 
state-owned National Power Corp., 
would provide a big boost to govern- 
ment's efforts to privatize the coun- 
trys power assets. 

It added that the sale, closed at 
5561 million, was a big lift to the ail- 
ing power sector, which was devoid of 
interested investors. 

The DOF also said the sale of 
Masinloc, which will generate much 
needed cash for debt-saddled Napoc- 
or, was one of the major factors that 
helped saved the country from a cred- 
itrating downgrade by Fitch Ratings. 

The sale of Masinloc to YNN Pacific 


By Ernesto M. Ordonez 


AT THE end of last weeles meet- 
ing of the Multi-Sectoral Coali- 
tion. Against ^ Smuggling 
(MCAS), Rene Ofreneo, UP pro- 
fessor and Fair Trade Alliance 
executive director, cited a factor 
which, alongside smuggling, 
; was killing Philippine agricul- 
ture. He called it the "gravity 
theory" 
“simply put, 
- this means that 
the faster tariff. 
rates are pulled down by gravity 
` to zero, the faster will be eco- 
nomic growth,” Ofreneo said. 
"However, for many agriculture 
sectors, this theory leads more 
to the grave than to growth." 


Empirical findings 

At the Asia Pacific Conference 
on Trade sponsored by the 
UNDP the Third World Network, 
and the North-South Institute 
last November, several empirical 
studies were cited to bolster the 
gravity theory. 

‘The theory worked for coun- 
tries that had nurtured their sec- 
tors and were already strong 
enough to withstand foreign 
competition. 

But for countries that were 
still weak, the gravity theory 
was a formula for disaster. In 
their cases, imports far exceed- 
ed exports, causing balance of 
payments problems, job dis- 
placement, and ` increased 
poverty. 

We would have experienced 
these problems today to a far 
greater degree were it not for 
our overseas workers. 

During the conference 
keynoted by UN Assistant Secre- 
tary General Hafiz Pasha, a 2004 
study by Ha-Joon Chang and 
Ilene Grabel showed that the 
economically successful coun- 
tries, with few exceptions, did 
not practice free trade during 
their development phase. In- 
stead, they nurtured their 
economies until they attained 


COMMENTARY 


comparative advantage. 

Only when they were strong 
‘enough did they decrease their 
tariff rates significantly. For such 
countries, the timing of the 
gravity theory implementation 
worked. Is the timing correct for 
Philippine agriculture? 


Cross-country analysis 

A study released last June by 
Eliseo Ponce and Cristina David 
„tanked фе 
Philippines 
agriculture 
comparative advantage against 
four other Southeast Asian 
countries: (See Table 1) 

In Table 1, the Philippines 
had some measure of compar- 
ative advantage in agricul- 
ture when it ranked second in 
1970 and 1980. However, it 
rapidly lost this when it 
ranked fourth in 1990 and 
last in 2000. 

Instead of nurturing agricul- 
ture during those years, the gov- 
ernment neglected agriculture. 
То add insult to injury, the gov- 
ernment suddenly decreased 
tariff rates. 

For many vegetables, we 
went from quantitative restric- 
tions to a 7 percent tariff rate. 
This was done without consult- 
ing with, or even understand- 
ing the impact on, the affected 
sectors. This rate is far lower 
than the tariff rates of compara- 
ble developing countries, and 
way below the 40-percent 
bound rate allowed by the 
World Trade Organization 
(WTO). 


Gravity Theory results 

As we lost our comparative 
advantage because of govern- 
ment neglect, and as we imple- 
mented the gravity theory pre- 
maturely, the experience of oth- 
er countries similarly not pre- 
pared: was replayed in the 
Philippines. 

Below is the ratio of agricul- 
ture imports to exports culled 
from the Department of Agricul- 


Consortium, however, is be- 
ing questioned by some sec- 
tors, which raised doubts on 
the financial capacity of the 


Gravity theory leads to the grave 


tures Bureau of Agricultural 
Statistics: (See Table 2) 


Analysis 

Table 2 shows that agricul- 
ture suffered, rather than bene- 
fited, from the gravity theory 

1n 1992-93, for every $84 we 
imported, we exported $100. As 
tariffs decreased, we imported 
an average of $147 for every 
$100 we exported in the last six 
years. 

If the bulk of our farmers and 
fisherfolk could shift more prof- 
itably to industry or services, a 
case could be made for pursuing 
this direction. 

However, there are simply not 
enough jobs available in the oth- 
er sectors. Furthermore, our food 
security would be jeopardized. 

The solution is, follow the ex- 
ample of the successful coun- 
tries. For the sectors that have 
potential comparative advan- 
tage, protect and nurture them, 

Only when they are strong 
enough should we apply the 
gravity theory. 

For agriculture, this will result. 
in more, rather than fewer, jobs. 
Iwill also increase food security, 
and result in a trade balance 
where exports exceed imports, as 
Our agriculrure-based county 
experienced until 1993. 


Common points 

In last month's Asia Pacific 
Conference on Trade held in 
Malaysia, the Philippines! 
Alyansa Agrikultura led NGOs of 
11 Asia-Pacific countries in iden- 
tifying four common points for 
discussion to guide internation- 


TABLE 1: Comparative Advantage Ranking 


Country 


Philippines 
Thailand 
Vietnam 
Malaysia 
Indonesia 


1970 


Second 
First 
Fifth 

Second 

Second 


Years 1992-93 1994-95 1996-97 1 
Ratio 84% 104% 133% 


1980 


Second 
First 
Fourth 
Third 
Fifth 


‘TABLE 2: Ratio of Agricultural imports to Exports. 


al trade agreements. 

One of these is for developed 
countries and financial institu- 
tions such as the World Bank 
and the International Monetary 
Fund to desist from making 
rapid trade liberalization and 
conditionality for loan and trade 
agreements. 

It was unanimously agreed by 
these representatives that pre- 
mature implementation of the 
gravity theory would severely 
damage unprepared developing 
nations. 

In the coming months, the 
Philippines will be engaged in 
crucial bilateral, multilateral 
and regional trade negotiations. 

For Philippine agriculture, 
the most important will be the 
trade agreement with China. It 
is imperative that a thorough 
analysis and adequate consulta- 
ion be done for each of our agri- 
cultural sectors before any 
agreement is reached. 

Applying the gravity theory 
prematurely for an unprepared 
agricultural sector will not lead 
to growth. As Ofreneo said, it 
will instead lead to the grave. 

The government should work 
jointly with the farmers and 
fisherfolk so that we are not 
headed in this direction again. 

(The author is the chair of 
Agriwatch, a private sector initia 
tive; former undersecretary of 
agriculture and trade and indus- 
try; and former chair and Cabi- 
met secretary for Presidential 
Flagship Programs and Projects. 
For inquiries and suggestions, 
email agriwatchphil @yahoo.com 
or telefax 8516635) 


1990 


Fourth 
Second 
First 
Third 

Fifth 


2000 


Fifth 
Second 
First 
Fourth 
Third 
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+ Experience the diference a BMW makes with the BMW 3 Series 


24-hour lost dive. 
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+ Gol special benefits at the country's one and only BMW Zeno 
Lifestyle Lounge with the Zeno Privilege Card. 
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Take the high road to BMW excitement. 
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little-known firm. 


BIR bucks 


Bayan Muna Rep. Teodoró Casifio, 
together with other party-list congress- 
men, filed a bill last Dec. З calling for an 
investigation of the bidding of Masinloc. 

Power Sector Assets and Liabi 
Management Corp, which is tasked with 
privatizing the power-generation and - 
transmission assets of Napocor, criticized 
efforts to stop the sale of Masinloc. 

Government officials also warned 
that stopping the sale of Masinloc 
would likely lead to a downgrade of 
the country's credit rating. 

Moody's earlier warned of a possi 
ble credit downgrade for the Phili 
pines because of its fiscal problem, 
characterized by a gaping budget 
deficit and a burgeoning debt. 

Recto said the doubts on the finan- 
cial capacity of YNN Pacific Consor- 
tium should be eased by the fact that 
the sale of Masinloc carried with it a 
bid security of $9 million. This means 
that if the firm fails to pursue its 
$561-million bid, the government 
could collect the amount of bid secu- 


BCDA plea 


to defer tax payments 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE BUREAU of Internal Rev- 
enue (BIR) is not willing to grant 
the request of Bases Conversion 
Development Authority (BCDA) 
to defer payment of taxes related 
tothe planned construction of the 
Subic-Clark-Tarlac highway. 

BIR Deputy Commissioner Kim 
Henares seid the revenue agency 
could not allow BCDA, the pro- 
jects proponent, to defer payment 
of taxes that could go over P1 bil- 
lion, as the National Internal Rev- 
‘enue Code, or the Tax Code speci- 
fies the payment period. 

“iis not for us to grant such a re- 
quest because deadlines are set by 
the law If they will not pay on time, 
then they will have to pay interest,” 
said Henares inan interview. 


Cocktales 


From page B3 


According to the grapevine, 
the taipan bought the Edsa-Que- 
zon Avenue property during a 
Land Bank auction in the early 
Ramos years and planned there 
to build a Safeway superstore, 
the American retailing giant 
whose Philippine franchise he 
had then planned to acquire. 

Among those that had planned 
io participate in the scuttled 
Monday's auction was Robinsons 
Land of taipan John Gokongwei, 
who was eyeing the site for a 
combined mall and residential 
complex. 

The BIR was asking a mini- 
mum bid price of about P40,000a 
square meter for that corner lot. 
At that valuation, the entire prop- 
erty is worth more than P5 billion 
cash. à 


Noah's Ark sinks 

THE SUPREME Court has finally 
paved the way for United Co- 
conut Planters Bank to proceed 
with a much-delayed auction of 
the 4.5-hectare Noah's Ark sugar 
refinery complex in Mandaluy- 
опа, across the luxury Rockwell 
complex. Р 

UCPB foreclosed the property 
in the aftermath of the currency 
crisis, and scheduled a public bid- 
ding in May 2000 but Noah's Ark's 
principal Jimmy Go managed to 
obtain а writ of preliminary in- 
junction from, of all courts, the 
Pasig Regional Trial Court. 

Go said he was a resident of 
Pasig and was filing the suit as a 
“personal action" to question the 
cancellation of the mortgage, in- 
stead of the “real action” that 
would have by law conferred ju- 
risdiction, since the mortgaged 


The P21-billion Subic-Clark- 
Tarlac highway project will be fi- 
nanced largely by a official devel- 
opment assistance funds from the 
Japan Bank for International Co- 
‘operation (JBIC). 

'JBIC will finance 85 percent of 
the project cost, with the remain- 
der to be covered by a counterpart 
funding from the government. 

JBIC, however, has temporari- 
ly withheld the release of the 
funds for the project, saying it 
wants to be assured first that it 
will not be liable to pay some 
P2.3 billion in taxes and duties 
that will result from the construc- 
tion ofthe highway. 

Of the amount, P700 million 
will come in the form of value- 
added tax (VAT) and duties on 
imported capital equipment. 


property is located in Mandaluy- 
ong, to the Mandaluyong courts. 

"The Supreme Court order up- 
held a previous Court of Appeals 
decision directing Pasig RTC 
Judge Rodrigo Lorenzo to stop 
hearing the case on ground of im- 
proper venue. 


Citibank as punching bag 
BECAUSE of its size, the US 
multinational financial giant 
Citibank is an easy target among 
disgruntled ex-employees and 
the bank's numerous publics. 

Citibank sent a curt two-sen- 
tence statement in reaction to a 
Dec. 6 item here about the 2003 
dismissal of one of its vice presi- 
dents, Maria Aurora Ceniza. 

Saying the case was under con- 
sideration by the National Labor 
Relations Commission, "it would 
be inappropriate for Citibank to 
comment further,” the statement 
said. 

jowever, Citibank believes 
that it has acted appropriately 
and in accordance with Philip- 
pine law” 

Apparently, the illegal dis- 
missal case has already been sub- 
mitted for resolution, which rais- 
es questions as to the timing of 
the anti-Citibank press leaks now 
appearing in other newspaper 
columns as well. 


Heard through the grapevine 
TOYOTA has decided to defer the 
introduction of йз muchac- 
claimed Lexus vehicle lineup 
from the fourth quarter next year. 
to early 2006, when the free 
trade agreement berween Japan 
and the Philippines shall have 
kicked in. 

(Email: cocktales_pdi@yahoo.com 
orcocktales_pdi@pldtdsnet) 
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Canadian firm 
eyes stake in 
Lepanto project 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


CANADIAN mining firm Ivanhoe Mines Ltd. is 
considering investing in mining projects of 
the Lepanto Group, one of the country's old- 
est mining companies. 

Lepanto Group chair Felipe Yap yesterday 
said he had met with Ivanhoe Mines chair and 
founder Robert Friedland to discuss the po- 
tential investment of the Canadian firm. 

“Lam excited to look at investment oppor- 
tunities here in the Philippines,” Friedland 
briefly said through an associate of Yap. 

Ivanhoe and the Lepanto Group had held 
talks about the infusion of some $350 million 
to P500 million in a Lepanto project in the 
Benguet Province in the late 1990s, This, 
however, did not push through because of 
various factors, particularly the country's re- 
strictions on foreign ownership. 

Ivanhoe's copper and gold discoveries in 
Mongolia sparked a gold rush by western 
mining firms in the past two years. 

By the end of 2003, Ivanhoe Mines had secured 
approximately $333 million in intemational equi- 
ty financing since drilling in Southem Mongol 

Ivanhoe is focused on the production of 
base and precious metals and the develop- 
ment of new producing assets and explo- 
ration discoveries. 

Lepanto Consolidated Mining Co. is the 
country’s top producer of gold and its by- 
products, such as copper and silver. Its afili- 
ate, Manila Mining, started mining opera- 
tions in Placer, Surigao del Norte in 1981. 
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BSP keeps policy rates unchanged 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE MONETARY Board yesterday decided to 
keep its key policy rates steady for the 17th 
consecutive month, even as it expressed cau- 
tion over inflationary pressures caused by 
supply bottlenecks. 

"The decision was made despite the US Fed- 
eral Reserve's move to further tighten its poli- 
cy rates yesterday by another 25 basis points 
102.25 percent. 

‘The BSP's policy-making body maintained 
its overnight borrowing or reverse repurchase. 
rate at 6.75 percent and the overnight lending 
or repurchase rate at 9 percent. 

“Inflation is transitory. Besides, the govern- 
ment has been successful in addressing the 
supply side and I think there's a tapering off in 
the oil price increases,” BSP Governor Rafael 
Buenaventura said in a press briefing. 

Buenaventura said the supply bottlenecks 
оп food had been addressed by lowering the 
tariffs on the importation of key commodi- 
ties. 

“if you raise (BSP policy rates) now, it will 
just jack up the cost of borrowings. We're see- 
ing some good growth of loan and we don't 
‘want to cut in at this point because loan 
growth is not causing inflation,” Buenaventu- 
таза. 

It was noted during the Monetary Board 
discussion that the easing of the situation in 
world energy markets had already led to a 
downward shift in monetary authorities’ ex- 
pected inflation path, particularly in the 
months leading to 2006. 


But the BSP could not promise to keep in- 
terest rates at the same levels for long, as it 
started to see pressures from the supply side, 
which were also affecting consumer demand. 

“Ir (tightening) may have to happen early 
next year, particularly when the Fed moves 
(its own rates) to 3-4 pefcent,” Buenaventura 
said. 


PRULINK 


Investments of Variable 
insurance Contracts 


Bond Fund - Peso 
ManagedFund- Peso 125172 


Buenaventura said the BSP had asked is | Bond Fund-US Dollar 10004 10529 


economic research department to look for I 
ways to address the supply side pressures on Sa : 
services. 

"Were also looking at the second round of 
supply side pressures, particularly on trans- 
port fares. It (increase in transport fares) will 
be done only once but it could affect other 
costs, Buenaventura said. 

Monetary authorities believe price pres- 
sures across various commodity groups are 
still ourweighed by the relatively high unem- 
ployment rate and moderate credit activity in 
the economy. This means that as there are 
more people who are not earning wages, 
there is less consumer demand. 

Demand pressures come in when con- 
sumers decide to spend more, usually when 
they lose the incentive to keep their money in 
savings instruments due to low interest rates. 

The BSP uses an inflation rate-targeting 
model in setting its overnight policy rates, 
which in turn are used by banks as benchmark 
in pricing their own loans. 

The country's annual inflation rate further 
rose to 7.1 percent in October from 6.9 per- 
cent in September. This brought the year-to- 
date average inflation rate to 5.1 percent. 
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Bayer unit putting up phristmas|) (Ше 


seed production plant 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


BAYER Crop Science Philippines 
will рисира new seed production 
facility in Davao next year, which 
will lead to no less than P60 mil- 
lion in new investments in the 
province. 

The facility will allow the 
Philippine subsidiary of the 
German-based biotechnology 
firm to acquire its entire seed 
requirement locally instead of 
importing from affiliates in oth- 
er countries, particularly India, 
СВауег Crop BioScience man- 
ager Carlos Miguel Saplala said 
in an interview recently. 

“We will increase our local 
seed production and support on- 
time delivery of quality seeds," 
said Saplala. 

The Davao-based plant will 
have a capacity of 1,000 metric 
tons, as compared to its existing 
facility in San Mateo, Rizal, 
‘which has a capacity of 800 met- 


duced 


much as 
hectare. 


HK-listed firm 


bags contract 


From page B4 


Vincent Perez said in a statement yesterday. 

The service contract covers 748,000 
hectares of land that, as operator, South Sea 
Petroleum will explore and develop. 

‘The Hong Kong-based firm will initially 
conduct geological and geophysical studies 
on the land, including the drilling of three ex- 
ploratory wells. 

For the initial seven-year exploration peri- 
ой, the company will.be.investing about 
$2.75 million. ч 

Perez earlier said that Malacafiang was also 
likely to approve within the month the explo- 
ration contract that the DOE was currently 
negotiating with a consortium led by Aus- 
tralian natural gas firm BHP Billiton 
Petroleum. 

Although BHP Billiton and consortium 
members Unocal Corp., Amerada Hess and 
Sandakan Oil already submitted bids to ex- 
plore two blocks spanning 8,000 kilometers 
in the deepwater part of the Southern Sulu 
Sea, he said negotiations with the consortium 
were prolonged because of a January 2004 
Supreme Court decision declaring Republic 
‘Act No. 7942, or the Philippine Mining Act, 
unconstitutional, 

Under its proposed work program, BHP Bil- 
liton will initially be investing $1.65 million 
for the geophysical studies on the two blocks 
and another $32 million for the drilling of 
four wells. 

The reversal of the earlier Supreme 
Court decision on the Mining Act would 
likewise prompt state firm Philippine Na- 
tional Oil Co.-Exploration Corp. and 
Petronas Carigali to move ahead with 
their service contract application for oil 
and gas exploration over offshore South 
Mindoro. 

"We expect oil and gas exploration compa- 
nies to take a second look at our petroleum re- 
source following this landmark decision" 
Perez said, 


ric tons, The seed facility will 

have the capability to dry, grade, 

sort and treat seeds against stor- 
age pests," he said. 

Bayer claimed this was the on- 

ly facility in the country that pro- 

bacterial blight-resistant 

hybrid rice seed. These seeds im- 

prove the farmers’ yields to as 


Saplala said hybrid rice seeds 
had a big market potential in the 
Philippines. 

‘The Philippines is targeting to 
have one million hectares of 
farmlands planted to hybrid rice 
by 2007, the Department of Agri- 
culture (DA) said. 

“For this crop year, the DA is 
looking at 200,500 hectares of 
hybrid-rice lands. This will be ex- 
panded to 250,000 hectares in 
the May to October season next 
year, and 350,000 hectares in the 
November 2005 to April 2006 
season,” Yap said. 
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Pay For One 


Get Protection For CZ WO 


Cocolife Joint Money Saver is the only jointlife insurance 
package especially designed for married couples. 
a “Loaded with features, you get all these advantages: 


3... O increasing Life Insurance Benefits 
* ` Each of you gets increasing life insurance coverage 
that doubles on the 10th year at no extra cost. 


Increasing Accidental Death Benefits 
This plan also provides you & your spouse with increasing 
accidental death benefits. 


o 


Paid-up Insurance Benefit 
Continued plan coverage for the surviving spouse 


Hospitalization Cash Benefits 
Daily hospital cash benefits for you and your spouse 


Waiver of Premiums 
Premiums falling due during the extended hospitalization 
(82 days or longer) are waived. 


Return of Premiums 
И по claim has been filed against the policy within the 
coverage period. 


9 Premium Discounts 
Discounted premiums for higher face amounts 


Ж COCOLIFE 


Retains 


FREEDOM TO LIVE YOUR LIFE 


COCOLIFE Building, 6774 Ayala Avenue, Makati Cy 
сай Contor: 810-7688 Рах No: 812-0038 * Website-www.cocolllo.com 
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Superferry 8 upgrade | EPCIBank sells another P2.2B 


gets BOI incentives 


wee i WOFth of assets to Lehman 


"THE BOARD of Investments Табе Undersecretary Elmer 
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Gov't preparing ¢ 
bond float for ALITY 
2005 funding we 
requirement z 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE GOVERNMENT is preparing a sovereign 
bond issue for its $4-billion financing require- 
ment for 2005. 

The planis to hold the bond issue before the. 
US Federal Reserve increases its rates anew. 

Finance Undersecretary Eric Recto said the 
finance department was now determining the 
best time to hold the bond float. 

"The market is starting to close for the holi- 
days, but it is still a market where there will 
be buyers and demand could be essentially 
strong,” he said in an interview. 

Recto, however, declined to disclose when 
exactly the government was planning to tap 
the foreign credit market and how much it 
was intending to borrow. 

The finance official went on a business trip to 
Hong Kong last week to meet with potential in- 
vestors, but he begged off to discuss the details. 

“We will have to see what market condition 
will dictate. The prospects of higher US inter- 
estrate confronting us is very real,” he said. 

Of the government's $4-billion financing 
requirement for next year, it plans to raise as 
much as 50 percent from abroad. 

An increase in the US interest rates results 
in the narrowing of gap between earnings to 
be generated from bonds issued by the United 
States and by the Philippines. The narrower 
the gap, the more difficult it is to convince in- 
vestors to prefer Philippine sovereign bonds 
over those of the United States. 

‘The policy rate of the US Federal Reserve is 
now at 2 percent. The US Fed said it was looking 
at increasing its policy rate to 4 percent in 2005. 

‘The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas refused to 
raise the local policy rate, saying its gap with the 
US rate was still comfortable. The BSP however, 
said it might consider raising the rate if the US 
Federal Open Market Committee hikes its policy 
rate by another two percentage points. 

“The challenge here is how we can compress 
the spreads brought about by uncertainty of the 
fiscal situation," Recto said. The fiscal reform 
measures set by the Arroyo administration, such 
as the recently passed sin tax bill, is one way to 
show the credit market that the Philippines is 
improving its credit worthiness, he added. 

The finance official said the government 
would try getting rates that are not too far 
from what it got from its $1-billion bond issue 
in September. 

‘The $1-billion bond issue made in September 
was intended to fund the financing requirement 
of state-owned National Power Corp. 


Lucio Tan... 


From page BI 
from manufacturing to banking, from avia- 
tion to education. He is known to have exten- 
sive investments in China, Hong Kong and 
Guam, 

In the 1990s, Tan's group entered into the 
soft beverage market with products like 
Hansen juice drink and Pacific Sun iced tea. 

Aside from Tan, industry sources con- 
firmed that Cirio was also in talks with food 
and beverage giant San Miguel Corp... As of 
the third quarter, SMC has cash assets worth 
P24 billion. 
* San Miguel is targetting to raise roughly 
$300 million from its planned stock rights of- 
fering in January to partly fund its aggressive 
expansion in the Asia-Pacific region and be- 
yond, and possibly fund its bid for tinned 
manufacturing firm DMPL. 3 i 

Should it succeed in its bid, San Miguel will 2 ENE OYOTA HIL TYOURN 
have to make a tender offer for minority 'TADRIVE NEWSTOYOTAM HIKU JXATOURENE 
shareholders of DMPL. 775 

Separately, the Financial Times reported 
that aside from Tan and SMC, Sumitomo 
Group of Japan was among the final bidders > 
or Cirio's 40-percent stake. 

i TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES 858-8500 
а ‘TOYOTA DEALER NETWORK: TOYOTA ALABANG, INC., Alabang-Zapote Rd. cor. Concha Cruz Drive 800-0801 to 32 / 802-1991 TOYOTA BACOLOD CITY, Gardenvile Su] 
40-percent stake in DMPL. The commission- (074) 443-6778 TOYOTA BALINTAWAK, INC... EDSA cor. Vicente Ang & Gen. Evangelista Sts., Kalookan City 366-8901 to 06 / 364-1547 to 50 / 364-4071 to 
GE (alan EON VER rac a TOYOTA BATANGAS CITY, INC., Diversion Road, Barangay Balagtas, Batangas City (043) 723-7386 / (043) 723-7639 TOYOTA CABANATUAN CITY, INC. Km. 118 Maha! 
closure that Cirio would select one of the bid- fua (088) 858-9994 / (088) 858-7770 (08822) 737-480 TOYOTA CEBU CITY, INC., 34 M.J. Cuenco St., Cebu City (032) 253-1161 TOYOTA CEBU-MANDAUE, Tabok Mi 
cis sf the iba жашны proceed 00 TOYOTA DAGUPAN CITY, INC., Diversion Road, Barangay San Miguel, Calasiao, Pangasinan (075) 517-2026 to 28 (075) 522-6771 / 6734/ 4773 TOYOTA DASMA! 
coisa shame (082) 234-2994 / (082) 234-8640 TOYOTA ILOILO CITY, INC., Gran Plains Subd., Jaro, ойо City (033) 320-6115 to 19 TOYOTA MAKATI INC., Ayala cor Ме! 

to enter Into a sale and purchase agreement TOYOTA MARIKINA SERVICE STATION, Brgy. Sto. Nido Sumulong Highway cor. Toyota Ave., Marikina City 682-9701 to 03 TOYOTA OTIS, INC., 1770 Paz M | 
Б тестер deus و‎ аср Stake. wwrwtoyola.com.ph Quezon City 712-5001 to 06 TOYOTA SAN FERNANDO, Olongapo-Gapan Road, San Fernando, Pampanga (045) 961-1188 TOYOTA SHAW, INC., 309 Sha 
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10 TRADE MISSIONS 
Philippines-Japan investment talks gain ground 
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MORE Japanese firms now want to explore possibilities of doing business in the country 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER === 


BUSINESS 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


INVESTMENT activities between the 
Philippines and Japan has picked up 
since talks on an economic partner- 
ship agreement (EPA) began earlier 
this year, according to the Japan Ex- 
temal Trade Organization. 

Toshio Asakura, executive director 
of Jetro Manila, yesterday said in a 
press briefing that the agency received 
at least 10 investment missions from 
Japan since September when negotia- 
tions on the Japan-Philippines EPA 
reached the fourth round. 

The Ayala-group's Integrated Micro- 
electronics Inc. also announced it was 
setting up a representative office in 
Japan, which would open in January. 

“The two governments began talks on 
the JPEPA last February this year, and 


earlier this month agreed to fast-track 
the finalization of the agreement. 

“There was very little (investment 
inquiries on the Philippines from 
Japanese companies) іп 2003," 
Asakura said. "But the JPEPA talks 
meant Philippine exposure to 
Japanese media, which resulted in a 
surge of missions this year." 

More Japanese firms now want to 
explore possibilities of doing business 
in the country, he said. 

Data from the Board of Investments. 
show that total inflow of direct invest- 
ments from Japan in the first quarter of 
2004 reached P11.98 billion, exceed- 
ing the P8.84 billion inflow in 2003. 

“We expect direct capital inflow 
from Japan to the Philippines to in- 
crease more substantially when 


JPEPA is realized,” Asakura said. 


Ina related development, Asakura 
said Jetro's Business Support Center 
in the Philippines had hosted 19 small 
and medium enterprises from Japan 
who were exploring business oppor- 
tunities here. 

Established in March 2003, the 
Jetro BSCP helps Japan-based SMEs 
by providing free office space and 
other assistance geared toward incu- 
bating business ideas. 

Asakura said that of the 19 SMEs, 13 
have already started businesses here 
while 11 are already registered with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission 

There are currently five SMEs hold- 
ing office at the Jetro BSCP including 
two that are involved in software de- 
velopment firms, one in recycling sys- 
tems, one in copper processing and an- 
other in advertising photography 
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With an enhanced frame and suspension for faultless stability. 
Driven by the most advanced diesel engine technology — 
new D-4D Common-Rail and Variable Nozzle Turbo with 
Intercooler engine for the perfect balance of power and fuel 
efficiency. Plus, aerodynamic styling that complements a 
loxurious and spacious interior. 


Certainly, this is luxury and power at its finest. 
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ika Highway, Daang Sarile, Cabanatuan City (044) 463-8481 to 87 TOYOTA CAGAYAN DE ORO, ІНС., Km. 3 National Highway, Kauswagan, Cagayan de Oro City (08822) 735-770 / 7911 846 / 
папе City (032) 345-8670 TOYOTA COMMONWEALTH, Commonwealth Ave., Quezon City 952-1021 to 27 TOYOTA CUBAD, INC., 925 Aurora Blvd., Cubao, Quezon City 911-0651 to 63 
RAS CAVITE, Salitran Il, Aguinaldo Highway, Dasmariñas, Cavite (046) 850-2597 / (02) 529-8115 (trunk line) TOYOTA DAVAO CITY, INC., Km. 5 Lanang, Davao City (082) 234-0998 / 
lropoiitan Avenues, Makati City 897-3333 TOYOTA MANILA BAY CORP., Roxas Boulevard cor. EDSA Extension, Pasay City 832-3408 to 10 / 832-3432 to 34 / 832-3384 / 832-3437 
luazon St., Paco, Manila 564-1811 to 20 TOYOTA PASONG TAMO, INC., 2292 Pasong Tamo Extension, Makati City 893-8084 TOYOTA QUEZON AVENUE, INC.. 728 Quezon Avenue, 
| Biva., Mandaluyong City 532-4132 / 532-8428 / 534-3009 (telefax) TOYOTA SHAW-ORTIGAS, 124 E. Rodriguez Jr. Ave., Bo. Ugong, Pasig City 671-9854 to 64 / 671-0460 


Piltel may cut 
NTC payment 
by P500M 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


MOBILE phone operator Pilipino Telephone 
Corp. may cut by P500 million its unpaid reg- 
ulatory obligations of P1.3-billion with the 
National Telecommunications Commission. 

This came after the Department of Justice 
issued an opinion that said that while the NTC 
had the authority to compute fees slapped 
against telecommunications companies, it 
had to go through the process. 

“The NTC must first pass upon the protest of 
Piltel and determine whether or not its compu- 
tation of the said corporation's SRF (supervision 
and regulatory fees) is in accordance with law 
and jurisprudence before it imposes the corre- 
sponding penalties for non-observance of its 

„ regulations,” the DOJ said ina six-page opinion 

The opinion came after Piltel, a subsidiary 
of Smart Communications Inc., contested the 
NIC's assessment of P1.3 billion in outstand- , 
ing regulatory dues. 

Of the P1.3 billion in fees, about P500 mil- 
lion represented penalties and surcharges. 

Piltel said that it had been making pay- 
ments to the NTC under protest, thus, the reg- 
ulatory body must not collect penalties. 

In arguing its case, Piltel noted that even 
the Bureau of Internal Revenue agreed to re- 
duce its assessment of the company's tax lia- 
bilities in 2002. a 

“The NTC is authorized to assess regulatory 
fees only as payment for a reasonable cost of 
supervision and regulation by the NTC. What 
the commission is doing is already confiscato- 
yin nature,” said a Piltel official. 

NTC chair Ronald Solis, on the other hand, 
said the commission would "seriously consid- 
er" the justice department opinion and deter- 
mine its implications. 

Phone, broadcast networks and cable com- 
panies must pay the NTC an annual regulato- 
xy fee computed at 50 centavos for every P100 
in paid-up capital. 

The NTC said that as of September, it col- 
lected P783.2 million in regulatory fees from 
290 broadcast networks and S6 radio and 
phone operators, of which P720 million came 
from telecommunications companies. 

PLDT paid P2345 million followed by 
fierce rival Globe with P156.1 million. 

PLDT subsidiary Smart Communications 
Inc. settled P121.6 million in regulatory dues. 


LBP to extend 
more loans 
to agri sector 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


‘THE LAND BANK of the Philippines (Land- 
bank) will devote more loans next year to 
farmers, fisherfolk and small and medium en- 
terprises. 

Landbank president and chief executive: 
ficer Margarito B. Teves said that as the bank's 
loans increase to P130 billion next year, its 
loan exposure to these priority sectors will go 
up by another 5 percent from the current 60 
percent. E 

"We have reached our December 2004 tar- 
get, which is actually 60 percent of the Bank's 
loan portfolio for our priority sectors,” Teves 
said. “This is higher than the 56 percent share 
we reached in December 2003.” 

“Teves said LBP hit its year-end target as ear- 
lyas July. 

Loans to agribusiness in the first seven 
months accounted for 14 percent or P17.8 bil- 
lion of LBP's portfolio, followed by SMEs 
(smail-to-medium-enterprises) with a 13 per- 
cent share at P166 billion; while loans to 
farmers and fisherfolks groups accounted for 
12 percent at P15 billion; agri-infrastrueture 
got 8 percent at P10.5 billion, agri-related 
projects also got an eight percent share at 
P9.9 billion, 

Landbank’s priority sectors also cover mi- 
cro-enterprises, livelihood projects, agribusi- 
ness agri-infrastructure and environment-re- 
lated projects. 
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CLASSIFIEDS . 


HOKEE SUBIC CORPORATION 
#40 Golden Future St, cor. Aim High Avenue 
SBIP Phase 1 SBFZ, Olongapo 
We are in need of 
the following positions: 


PLANT MANAGER 


Mele/Femslo а! 35 and above. A graduate of any 
Engineering / Business Administration related 
courses in any prestigious Universities in Manila 
prelerably a Masters Degree holder, Have 5 to 7 
years related experiance in Manulacturing fim. Cen 
Speak Mandarin, Folen. Should be fuent in Engish. 
Can work in a minimum supervision and wiling lo 
work overtime. 


ASST. PLANT MANAGER 


Male/Female 30 and above. A graduate of any 
Engineering / Business Administration related 
courses in any prestigous Universities in Manila 
preferably a Masters Dogree holder. Must have 
minimum ol 3 to 5 years experiance in Manufacturing 
Tem. Can speak Mandarin, Fokian. Should be fluent. 
in English, Can work in а minimum supervision and 
wiling lo work overtime. 

For inquiries please contact 

(047) 252-5395/96 and look 

for Ms, Arlene Barba. 


PRIVATIZATION AND MANAGEMENT OFFICE 
INVITATION TO SUBMIT OFFERS 


The assets are being offered on an “as-is, where-is" basis, at the 
Indicative Prices presented below. Sealed offers shall be received at 
3:00 p.m. on the following schedules at PMO Conference Room, 6th 
Floor, Privatization and Management Office, 104 Gamboa St., Legaspi 


Village, Makati City. 


AssetName/ 
Location. 


Indicative Price 
(in Philippine 
Currency) 


Date of 
‘Submission 
of Offers 


Sanifoods Processing Corp. 
Land (19.974 sqm), buidings 
andolherlandimprovements 
located at Bray. Concepcion, 
Rosario, LaUrion 


Р9933,900 


January 17, 
2005 


Ploneer Glass Manufacturing Corp. 
Land(1020hectres) at No. 1275ME 
General Trias Drive, Barangay Tejeros , 


P154449,000 


January 18, 
2x5 


Convention, Rosario, Cavite 


The above assets are being offered at Indicative Prices payable within 


NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION 
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Gone shorlenng the term of йе existence up to 
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GN sad dale have beon approved by e Board 

Si Director: 

A persons having claims agalnst sald corpora: 
en В requost ama a Lot 7 Block 31 
Kiet St, Mercedes Village, Cainta, Rizal 

"Тый announcement wi seve эз notes lo al con- 
ceres ol tno laga dissolution of £n aloresad corpo- 
p 


818-0906. 
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CAGELCOII 
INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY AND TO BID 


‘The Cagayan ll Electric Cooperative, Inc. (CAGELCO |) is Inviting alt 
Interested bidders to pre-quality and to bid for the following materials and 
‘equipment: 

1. WOOD AND CONCRETE POLES, WIRES, TRANSFORMERS, 

INSULATORS AND OVERHEAD FAULT INDICATORS 
To ba qualified, bidder must have fully complied withthe following: 
1) Accredialion requirements (lor submission to PBAC Chairman, Mrs. 
Blandina Y. Madamba) 
a) Company Prolle в) Latest Income Tax Return (ITA) 
b) Business Registration !) List of Cients fora period of 3 years, 
с) Business Permit it applicable 
©) BIRIVAT Certificate 
2) Mist be able to pay P2,000.00 (for this particular bidding only and 
not refundable} for the bid documents during the pre-bidding 
conlerence. 

CAGELCO 1 reserves the right to reject anyfor ай bid without any reason, 
waive any formality therein, accept proposal most advantageous to the 
‘cooperative and assumes no obligation (o compensate or indemnity any 
Bidder for expense or, losses that may be incurred in the preparation of bid 
пог does It guarantee that an award will be made. 

Pre-bid conference and bidding schedules shall be informed to ай 
“qualified bidders through fax and malls. 

Deadline of submission of requirements ~ December 29, 2004. 

(Sod.) GABRIEL А. TORDESILLAS 


‘General Manager 
(POL-Des- 17422.2008) n 


NFA imports rice for food security 


TO MAINTAIN enough food good track records for the 
security stocks for the last two years. 

country, the National Food The recent series of 
Authority is set to conduct a 
public bidding on the 2nd 
week of January for the 
supply of 320,000 metric 
tons of long grain white rice 
in 15 percent and 25 percent 
broken grains. 

‘While the bidding for the 
importation is set, the NFA 
continuously monitors the 
world market price to get a 
better import price from the 
different source countries. 

NFA Administrator 
Gregorio Y. Tan, Jr. said the 
bidding is being conducted 
earlier to give the agency a 
lead-time in negotiating for 
the best price of imports. He 
said that right timing of 
imports is carefully taken. 
into consideration that could 
be beneficial to both the 
farmers and the consumers 
without putting the country's 
food security in jeopardy. 

"The decision on the 
awards will depend on the 
reasonableness of the price 
offers,” Tan said 
To be held at the Food 
Development Center in 
Taguig, the public bidding is 
open to government and 
private suppliers with proven 


producing areas have also 
delayed the harvest of the 
summer crop. 

Weather forecasts have 


ing areas in the country will 
experience dry spells as a 
result of the El Niño phe- 
nomenon. 

The volume of rice im- 


an Inter-Agency Committee 


of the National Economic 
Development Authority 
(NEDA), Bureau of Agricul- 
tural Statistics (BAS), the 
weather bureau PAG-ASA, 
Department of Trade and 
Industry (DTI), National 
Farmers' Action Council 
(NFAC), the NFA and the 


call are the National Irriga- 
tion Administration (NIA) 
and PhilRice. 

The committee meets on 
a quarterly basis to assess 
local production and other 
factors such as weather 
disturbances to be able to 
determine any shortfall in 


typhoons that hit major rice 


indicated that palay-produc- 


on Rice and Corn composed 


supply of both commodities. 


POL tes 15. 16 A т.809 


ports is being determined by 


Department of Agriculture as 
chairman. Other members on 


a maximum term of two (2) years. 


Interested parties may secure the sale documents for non-refundable 
fees of P500 for Sanifoods and P1,000 for Pioneer Glass. 


For more information, please contact the PMO Marketing Office 
at telephone nos. 817-6331; 817-8762; 818-4733; 892-2145 fax no. 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
Quezon City 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF BIDDING 
The National Food Authority (NFA) wishes to announce that it will be 
conducting а bidding on January 05, 2005 at 10:00 a.m. at the FOOD 
DEVELOPMENT CENTER BUILDING FTI Complex, Taguig, Metro 
Manila, among alt interested rice suppliers for the supply of maximum 
320,000 MT, 5% MOLSO, long grain white rice, 15% and 25% 
brokens of Thailand, Vietnam and/or China origin in 50 kilograms. 
net capacity polypropylene bags with an appropriated budget of Php 
5.608 нол corporate resources. 
All interested suppliers are required lo submit quotations for all 
Specifications and 80 modes of payment otherwise, bids wil be considered 
non-responsive. Price shall be quoted in USS per MT. CFR, FO, one (1) 
Sale port, one/two sale berths under the following payment terms: 

inst Payment (D/P), mandatory bid." 
insi Acceptance (D/A) with a tenor of one 

hundred elghty (180) days from B/L date, mandatory bid 

Documents against Acceptance (DIA) or Delerrod Payment with 

a tenor of: 

сл three hundred sixty (360) days from B/L date, optional bid 

22 seven hundred twenly (720) days from B/L date, optional 

bid 


Arrival Period Volume to be Offered (MT) 


Not Later Than 28 February 2005 At least 50% 
Not Later Than 15 April 2005 Balance 
Government suppliers and private suppliers who have delivered to the 
NFA within the last two (2) years (2003/2004) and do not have a bad 
track record may be awarded a maximum of 300,000 MT and 25.000 
MT 5% MOLSO, respectively. New suppliers without any track 
record with NFA, may be awarded a maximum of 15,000 MT. 
However, suppliers and/or source companies with pending import- 
related accounts/liability prior 2003 are considered to have bad 
track records. Vessels 10 be utilized should have a maximum load 
capacity of 15,000 MT. 

im volume to be offered per supplier shall be 10,000 MT per 

lion 

All bidders are required to post a bid bond equivalent to 10% ol the 
highest value offered quantily in the form of cashier's/manager's check 
issued by а reputable bank in Metro Manila or an irrevocable standby 
Letter of Credit issued by a reputable commercial bank or in the case of 
an irrevocabie stand-by LIC Issued by a foreign bank, the same shall be 
confirmed by a reputable local bank. 
Winning bidders are required to submit a perlormance bond equivalent 
to 10% of the value of the awarded quantity within three (3) banking 
days alter receipt of the noice of award in the form cashier'simanager's 
check issued by a reputable bank In Metro Manila or an irrevocable 
Standby Letter of Credit issued by a reputable commercial bank or in 
the cage о! an Irrevocable stand-by LUC issued by a foreign bank, iha 
same shall be confirmed by a reputable local bank. Bid bond can be 
‘converted to performance bond. 
List of Eligibility Requirements maybe secured starting 10 December 
2004 tnru MR. TOMAS Н. ESCAREZ. Assistant Department Manager and 
МЯ. NESTOR U. PUANGCO, Омот Crea Il, Directorate for Marketing 
Operations, Sth Floor, NFA, Matimyas Bldg., 101 Е. Rodriguez Sr. 
Avenue, Quezon City with telephone numbers 712-1554: 742-4140, 
743-0696; 711-7433; 740-1977; 712-1708; and 712-1572. 
The terms of reference and bid documents will be available Irom 
December 10-29, 2004 (8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m) upon payment of a non- 
retundable lee ol P7.500.00 
The pre-bidding conference will be hold on December 21. 2004 at 
10:00 a.m. at the FOOD DEVELOPMENT CENTER BUILDING FTI 
Complex, Taguig, Metro Manila, 
Submission of bids will bo on January 06, 2005 between 8:00 a.m. to 
9:55 a.m. at the FOOD DEVELOPMENT CENTER BUILDING FTI Complex, 
Taguig, Metro Manila. Opening of bids wil start exactly at 10:00 a.m. 
The National Food Authority reserves the right lo reject any or all bid 
proposals, to waive any required formality or delec therein and may 
Recept the bid/s which is deemed most advantageous to the Agency. 


(Sgd.) JESSUP P. NAVARRO 
Deputy Administrator and 
Chairman, BAC 
(POI December 10 & 17.2004) 


EXTRA JOSS 
EXTRA CASH WINNER 


The Extra Joss Extra Cash raffle 
promo has just concluded in the 
Greater Manila Area (GMA). Grand 
prize winner was awarded to 
Remigio T. Sicat. Shown in photo 
are: (from left) Extra Joss’ country 
manager Lewi Kurniawan, Grand 
prize winner and his wife Remigio 
T. Sicat and president of Dancerg 
Marketing and Promotions 
Services Cergen Go. The draw in 
the Greater Manila are was held 
last Oct 30, at the Star City Roxas 
Boulevard, Extra Joss is a sugar 
free energy drink in powder with 
Vitamin B complex, ginseng and 
taurine and is available in all 
supermarkets, drugstores, and 
convenience stores, 


Remigio T. Sicat 


ONI 
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100.000.00 


HUNDRED THOUSAND ONLY FN 


Nye nee 


NOTICE OF LEGAL PROCEEDINGS 


Notice is hereby given that at 10.00 AM on 1* March 2005 
a hearing will be held before Mr. Justice Lugar-Mawson 
in the Hong Kong Court of First Instance in respect of 
absconder proceedings leading to a confiscation order 
under the provisions of Section 8 of the Organised and 
Serious Crimes Ordinance, Cap 455 of the Laws of Hong 
Kong, in respect of the following persons and compa- 
nies who are named as Respondents, 


‘Amador PASTRANA 
Philippines passport 22017001 
Date of birth 4th May 1972. 
Alpha Company Ltd 

Company No 15011 

Jindell Investment Ltd 
Company No 367520 


Jupiter Advisory Ltd 
Company No 407452 


First Pacific Company Ltd 
Company No 7009 
Systems International Ltd 
Company No105043B 


Сайтах Enterprises Ltd 
Company No 407451 


Cyplus Company Ltd 
Company No 1141608 


Jopio Company Ltd 
Company No 16592 


Nobuko Investments Ltd 
Company No 371740 


Prudence International Ltd 
Company No 16156 


Wains International Company Ltd 
Company No 391025 


Moneycare International Lid 
Company No 407450 


Chamomile International Ltd 
Company No 741159 


Highstone Investments Ltd 
Company No 1121588 


Sabre International Ltd 
Company No 6470 


Vantage International 
Management Group Inc. 
Company No 8403 


Union Trading Ltd 
Company No 15014 


Novelle Investment Partners Ltd 
(Bahamas) 
Company No 815638 


United Resources Asset 
Management Inc 
SEC Reg No A200005310 


Allied European Holdings Ltd 
Company No 8313 


Respondent 1 


Respondent 2 
Respondent 3 
Respondent 4 
Respondent 5 
Respondent 6 
Respondent 7 
Respondent 8 
Respondent 9 
Respondent 10 
Respondent 11 
Respondent 12 
Respondent 13 
Respondent 14 
Respondent 15 
Respondent 16 


Respondent 17 


Respondent 18 


Respondent 19 


Respondent 20 


Respondent 21 


Any person or company who is a Respondent can obtain 
a copy of documents and affirmations in relation to the 
hearing from either Ma. Elmira A. Alconaba, Assistant 
Director, Compliance and Enforcement Department, Se- 
curities and Exchange Commission, SEC Building, 
EDSA, Greenhill, City of Mandaluyong, Metro Manila, or 
Detective Senior Inspector David COPE, Financial Inves- 
tigations Division, Hong Kong Police, 21 Floor, Arsenal 
House West Wing, Police Headquarters, Arsenal Street, 
Wan Chai, Hong Kong. HCMP 4221 of 2002 refers. 


тое 15.168 17.2008 


ENERGY INVESTMENT FORUM 

Participants to the Energy Forum organized by the 
Department of Energy about the energy financing programs of 
the DBP include leaders and stakeholders in the energy sector 
while (inset) DBP president and CEO Reynaldo G. David briefs 
participants. 
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Russia oil firm files 
mei. for bankruptcy to 
==, stop key unit's sale 


a сарана comm 
aaa svete d 
Ы of Antipolo. 
Whats more yos can enjoythe  HOUSTON—Russian oil group 
good lilesmapricesoligwi Yukos has filed for bankruptcy 
Monthly amortization ig Protection in a United States 
as low as P11,000, ош in an attempt to stop Rus- ` 
7000. з? government from auctioning 
For inquiries, please call off its main production unit, 
634-9001 to 02 Yukos officials on Wednesday 
wwwcrownasia.com4 ad. 
= 2 : US Bankruptcy Judge Letitia 
Monthly amortization is F we Clark in Houston scheduled a ses- 
as low as P10,500. Ё e sion for Thursday to hear argu- 
Lied in be mid of Anil oh cre : ments inthe Chapter 11 fling on ) 
Sou can Ive cse to mature i this charming community. whether the court should issue a} 
RES в temporary restraining order 
basang ere osea 7 blocking the planned sale, sched- 
www.crownasia.com.pht 3 1 uled for Dec. 19. 
4, "We are here to stop 60 per- 
cent of our body from being cut INNA, wife of jailed former 
offon Sunday,” Zack Clement, a Yukos head Mikhail 
lawyer for Yukos, told Clarkin Khodorkovsky, at an awarding 
an emergency hearing on ceremony in Moscow. ae 


Exciting Prizes! A Mamon Tie Desin ipu 


ernment was not represented at control over the “commanding 
d the hearing. heights" of the economy lost in 
rn Ks S à Yukos has also asked the Hous- the privatizations of the 1990s. 
1 ton court to order Russia to arbi- “The steps we took today were 

. tration so that it can press claims done as a last resort to preserve 
U 11 for billions of dollars in damages the rights of our shareholders, 

y over a “campaign of illegal, dis- employees and customers,” 
. criminatory and disproportion- Yukos CEO Steven Theede said in 


ate" tax claims. astatement. 

i 8 est The Russian authorities plan Russia's State Property Fund 
€ | toauction Yuganskneftegaz, the said preparations for Sundays 
crown jewel of fallen oligarch auction were going ahead as 
Mikhail Khodorkovsky's busi- planned. State-controlled gas 
ness empire, in pursuit of $27 monopoly Gazprom is expected 
wsi billion іп backtax claims towin the contest and is lining up 

1 against Yukos. record financing for its bid. 
wow jobmarketonine.com | “The auction's starting price is But lawyers—and even its 
$9billion. main shareholder—were unsure 
Khodorkovsky is on trial for the gambit of filing for US 
КОЙ то and tax evasion in what bankruptcy protection would win 
pel | many see as a Kremlin drive to Yukos a stay of execution. Three 
bring Russia's super-rich busi- of Yukos independent directors 
mess elite to heel and regain quiton Wednesday Reuters 


GPG 
on PROMO ITEMS! 
December 10 to 17, 2004, 
| Philips 
Genie 


2110 
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dco Vinyl Tile 
ims P7,000 Regular Color 


PES P3,350) P9.75 


National National 
Switch Plates |. Universal Outlet 
basaan пазва | оне 


P483 


Water Closets 


Ly se P2,200 
зн P4, 000 


Champs National 


Water Heater н ng Sts, One-Way Switch 


огры | WAY paa 


riwa Standard 
Man Exhaust Fan 
Romana White 8" Sef8A 


7“ рт 758 P650 


National 
Recspiscie Fat Pin 


ABC Tile F Polydoor 
Adhesive Plain PVC Door 
25 kg 
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" В. The sudden death of FPJ makes me feel $: T 


(Maximum of 160 characters) 


X that life is s: Ё ‘Metro Manila winners can call Chay at 8978808 
{ loc. 218. Provincial winners can text: 
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OBITU; mum 


E d 


Tank une rais t 39 


The naya 
eden Fanta a V ne 32 845.2510 


оласун cout 


mim NAAN 


Tn celebration of the 100" birth anniversary 
of our beloved father, 


BIENVENIDO Y. DIZON 


(FORMER PRESIDENT, PHILIPPINE NATIONAL BANK) 


memorial masses 
will be celebrated today, 
December 17, 2004 in the 
following churches: 


Santo Domingo Church 
Quezon Boulevard, Quezon City 


7:00 a.m. 


Christ the King Parish Church 
Green Meadows, Quezon City 


7:00 a.m. 


St. Alphonsus de Liguori 7:00 a.m. 


Magallanes Village, Makati 


Sanctuario de San Antonio 
Forbes Park, Makati 


6:00 p.m. 


Sanctuario de San Jose 
Greenhills East, San Juan 


6:15 p.m. 


Redemptorist Church 
Cebu City 


530 p.m. 


His children, Imelda, Manuel and Regina, John and Ana Marie, 
Francisco and Joyce request those whose lives he touched and 
the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


Our Dearly Beloved а GO 


FRANCISCO CHANCO GUZMAN, JR. 


President of Grandpro Management Resources, Inc, 
President of Philippine Institute for Supply Management (PISM) 


Peacetully joined our Lord. 
on December 14, 2004 at the age of 58. 


His loving wife Lulu: children Lani & Francis; mother Luming; brothers & sisters & in-laws 
Donding & Gigi Guzman, Linda & Romy Fuentebella, Flory & Chato Guzman, Tita & 
Rico Lagman, Prechs & Oly Del Rosario, Marijo & Henry Inouye; nephews, nieces, other 
relatives and friends request the pious reader to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the La Funeraria Paz, Sucat, Parafiaque City, Metro Manila 
(Inside Manila Memorial Park). 


Cremation will be on Sunday, December 19, 2004 after the 9:00 a.m. Mass at the La 
Funeraria Paz Chapel, Sucat, Parafiaque City. 5 


Ing | 
Pal 


“Lam the resurrection and the life, whoever believes in Me, 
even if she dies, will live.” John 11:25-26 


EUSEBIA SORIANO BARCELON 


(of Pulilan, Bulacan and New Manila, Quezon City) 
Went home to the Father on 15 December 2004 at the age of 89. 


Her children LEONCIO, RENATO and VICKY, FR. TERRY, SJ, 
TERESITA; grandchildren, relatives and friends request your 
Ра for the eternal repose of her soul, now reunited with her late 
iusband EMETERIO. 
Her remains lie in state at the Arlington Memorial Chapels, Araneta 
Avenue, Quezon City. 
ey, Interment will be on Sunday, 19 December at the La Loma Cemetery 
after the celebration of the funeral Mass. 


Pak, 


E 
ES 


For further information, please call: 681-9940 


«гареп Irom the hody to be 


present with the Lord." Sed 
maan ean =f te esr mí те е: He wee Me wl t 
ssh donee lem de 


1 have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” 


"And the time has come for my departure, I have finished the good fight, 


CESAR TAN CHUA 


te 
CR 


JULIA ABES VDA. DE FALCON 


"ke boly eta мше m UP Los Ba S1 Thee Chapel Las ar Laguna 
ua ean a Heenan buena Nga Cy perl ane 
paan ia Cal 
D 


Peacefully joined our Lord on December 14, 2004 at the age of 64. 


His loving wife NARCISA; children CAROLYN, JEFFREY, CARLOS, CECILIA; 
son-in-law MEL; daughters-in-law PEACHY, BELEN; grandchildren ANDREW, 
DANIELLE, MARTIN, VERONICA, KATRINA, ALEXANDRA, CHARLES give thanks 
to the Lord for his life. 


States ena 


iang 
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Message of Thanks 


We, the family of the ae 


MATEO R. OLORES 


who passed avi 
‘Mover 20,2001 
wish  expess our heel gratitude nd sincerest 
"appreciation tw ай those vh feed masses md 
pers, sent Nowe and vagas of sympathy and 
who, n countless ways eondoled with and 
олдоп us in onr hour of besessen 


. DESIGN 
OBITUARY 
FOR 
FREE. 


His body lies in state at Imperial Chapel, La Funeraria Paz, Araneta, Quezon City. 


Funeral Mass will be on Sunday, December 19, 2004 at 7:00 a.m. and cremation will 
follow immediately. 


Il. 
Sae 


| 


SAN MIGUEL CORPORATION 


x 
An obituary with picture 

can be a fitting tribute to your 
departed loved one. 


announce with deep sorrow the demise of 


“MARIANO A. LIMJAP 


Retired Senior Vice President. 


Always caring... INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 
© Copy of Death Certificate; 
Ө Any identification document (1.D.) 


DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT 
MESSAGE OF THANKS 
DEATH ANNIVERSARY 
REQUIEMS 

FREE OBIT DESIGN 


who passed away in the Grace of the Lord 
on December 12, 2004 


He is survived by his wife, Sofia; 
children: Lita, Boboy, Mike, Ayee, 
Biso, Mina & Manny 


of. ат the ХА Полната е 5 
“life, ole ang con No the Father 


His body was cremated on December 16, 2004 Gi у 
except through lo L 
ANS 2 John 14:6 


at the Heritage Park, Fort Bonifacio, Makati City 
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JAPAN VEHICLE OUTPUT CUT 
Car firms scramble for steel 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2004 


Households acquiring Japan 
bonds hit record high 


TOKYO—Japanese industry is rushing to 

ensure stable supplies of steel from 
South Korea and Australia as a global 
shortage, caused largely by China's 
booming economy, leads to further pro- 
duction cuts by automakers. 

‘Suzuki Motor, Japan's top mini-vehi- 
cle maker, said Thursday it would cut 
‘output by 20,000 units, or 3.8 percent of 
planned production for the six months to 
March 2005, due to lack of steel. 

With demand brisk at home and 
abroad, Suzuki has taken the unprece- 
dented’ step of seeking an emergency 
steel supply overseas—from South Kore- 
an giant Posco, the world's fifth-largest 
steel mill. 

“We've never had a situation like this,” 

“a Suzuki spokesperson said. “It is partic- 
ularly tough because the shortage has hit 
usata time when our carsales have been 
really strong in Japan and abroad,” 


‘Suzuki had planned to make 530,000 
vehicles in Japan in the six months to 
March 2005, up from its earlier forecast 
of 437,000. But that figure will now be 
trimmed back to 510,000 vehicles. 

In December, Suzuki decided against 
producing an extra 13,000 to keep up 
with demand due to the steel shortage. 

A worldwide steel scrap shortage has 
been largely created by massive Chinese 
demand—the country last year account- 
ed for more than 25 percent of the 
world's steel consumption. 

‘Analysts believe the shortfall may not be. 
solved until 2006, when new steelmaking 
facilities come onstream in China. 

‘The shortage has already affected Nis- 
san Motor, Japan's second-largest au- 
tomaker which, in a bid to increase prof- 
its, has cut back on its number of steel 
suppliers. 

Nissan suspended operations at three of 


its four domestic factories for a total of five 
days between Nov. 29 and Dec. 8, losing 
production of 25,000 cars. 

Nissan also warned that further cut- 
backs might be necessary in 2005. 

Japanese steelmakers, whose top 
dients are domestic manufacturers, are 
seeking to secure more stable long-term 
supply sources. 

‘The country’s top two steelmakers 
said Thursday they would acquire a 10- 
percent stake in an Australian operation 
and secure from it a total of 24 million 
tons of coking coal, a key material for 
steel, over the next 10 years. 

Despite the supply problem, Japan 
Automobile Manufacturers Association 
chair Itaru Koeda said he sees no serious 
damage to the overall Japanese econo- 
my, which appears to be peaking out in 
‘an expansionary cycle as exports are 
slowing. AFP 


TOKYO—THE NUMBER of Japanese 
households holding government debt 
jumped to record highs at the end of 
September as individual investors 
sought alternatives to bank deposits 
offering virtually zero interest. 

Figures released by the Bank of Japan. 
оп Thursday showed total household 
holding: of Japanese government 
bonds (JGBs) jumped over 13 percent 
to 178 trillion yen ($170.7 billion) from 
15.7 trillion yen at the end of June. 

‘Analysts say this is due to the grow- 
ing popularity of JGBs targeted at in- 
dividual investors, given the relatively 
high interest rate returns on JGBs 
compared with those on saving de- 
posits at banks which virtually yield 
zero interest. 

"With interest rates on normal bank 
deposits at zero, it's understandable 
that people are choosing to buy JGBs," 


said Hideo Kumano, senior economist 
at Dai-ichi Life Research Institute. 

Due to the ВОЛ ultra-loose mone- 
tary policy of keeping overnight inter- 
est rates at near zero, interest on nor- 
mal bank deposits yield only 0.001 
percent. 

Even the 10-year yen-deposits yield 
a puny 0.15 percent. 

Meanwhile, holders of the latest 10- 
year floating rate JGBs, which are lim- 
ited to private investors, will receive a 
coupon of 0.74 percent at their first 
payment in January. 3 

Meeting strong demand from in: 
vestors, the Ministry of Finance has 
been stepping up its issuance of retail- 
oriented JGBs. 

It has issued more than 5 trillion 
yen of the JGBs since April, more than 
double its initial plan of 2.1 trillion. 
yen. Reuters 


THIS CHRISTMAS, THE MORE YOU SHOP, 


THE MORE YOU SAVE! 


Go cashless shopping through 4 i 
BPI's Express Payment System and Q 


when you shop at SM Department Stores and 
affiliates using your BPI Express Teller and 
Banco De Oro Smarteller ATM Cards. 


fe DN 
d MARIGRIS GONZALES AED 


IO SA: 
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‘Tho huipiui place. 


SURPLUS SHOP 
TENG м pa y 


Fp Tov ER 


Promo runs from NOV, 12 to DEC. 31, 2004. 
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BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 
A tradition of leadership 
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РТТ 
DUOC QUOS 


Member cl ina Philippi Deposit suranco Corporation. Maximum Depos insurance for Each Doposhior P250,000. 
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As dollar Southeast Asia stocks up; oil rises : 
alls, Asia E 


Я SINGAPORE—Losses in technol- volatility in electronics exports. analysts to renew their to dose down 0.3 percent at the Nasdaq showed resilience in 
olic ogy shares including Chartered Technology stocks such as “Sel calls on the stocks. 10,924.37, led by а 1.8 percent the face of rising oil to hitits high- 
Semiconductor pulled the Singa- Malaysian Pacific Industries and Тһе worlds third-largest con- fall in chip stock Tokyo Electron est close since June 2001. 
s pore stock market down on Unisem fell. tract microchip maker said on Analysts said recent data had sent Australian shares climbed 08, 
influence Thursday, but the Malaysian mar- _ Government data on Wednes- Wednesday thatit would earn be- out mixed signals on the economy, percent to a record high, lifted by: 
Ketrebounded from early lows af. day showed the November con- tween 055189 million and $193 which was making trade difficult, gains in oil and gas producers Santos. 
ter an upgrade of the country’s sumerprice index was up 2.2 per- million in fourth-quarter 2004 "Tes difficult to make a bet on Lii, up 2.1 percent, and Woodside 
OWS foreign currency credit ratings by cent from an year earlier, the revenue, down from an earlier the economy either way and Petroleum, up 14 percent. Miner 
gri Moody's Investors Service. biggest annual rise since an in- forecast ‘of between $190 million that's adding to the lack of direc- BHP Billiton rose 1.5 percent. 
E Higher ой prices and data creaseof2.5 percentin December and $196 million. tion for the market that will likely A 2.7 percent rise in technolo» 
SINGAPORE—As China ascends showing Malaysia's inflation ata 1999. Meanwhile, oil which has be with usin the near term,” said gy bellwether Samsung Electron- . 
and the dollar falls, the balance of five-year high had weighed on Malaysia is a net exporter of jumped about percent this week, Yutaka Shiraki, senior strategist ics Co. Ltd. lifted South Korean 
power in global financial markets  groweh-sensitive banking stocks crude oil but the cost of keeping climbed 21 cents to $44.40 a bar. at Mitsubishi Securities. shares 0.6 percent. E 
is destined to shift slowly but earlyon, down retail pump prices has rel after a drop in US heating fuel ^ MazdaMotorCorp.fell1.9per- ^ Stock benchmarks gained 0.3 
surely in Asia's direction. Elsewhere, Thailand opened weighed on government budget. inventories and chilly weather in cent after a fire halted production percent in Taiwan, but fell 0.2 
Although loose currency and slightly higher helped by gains in The last pump price hike was in the US Northeast fanned worries  attwoplantsin western Japan. , — percent in Hong Kong and halfa 
monetary coordination wil con- banking stocks, a day after a sur- October—the second in five ofa winter supply crunch, Japanese government bonds percent in Singapore Airline, 
demn Asia to punch below its есо- prise interest rate hike by thecen- months. ‘The dollar came within reach of тозе as stocks fell. The yield on the stocks fell as oil jumped. 
nomic weight for a long time to tral bank. ‘Singapore's Chartered Semi- а record low against the ешо on benchmark 265th 10-year cash Oil prices, which have risen 36, 
come, traders’ obsession with the  Moody’s said the upgrades re- conductor Manufacturing fel renewed concerns about the abili- bond fell 3.0 basis points at 1.335 percentso far this year, gained af- 
region's $2,35-trillion reserves pile flected “the continued strength- about 7 percent to a 16-month ty of the United States to finance percent, its lowest since March 25. ter data showed heating oil stocks. 
is Just one indication of its increas- ening of Malaysia's external fi- low of 95.5 Singapore cents, а its ballooning deficits, with mar. MSCIs broadest index of Asia fell 100,000 barrels last week to, 
ing influence. That influence grows nancial position.” day after it forecast a lower kets cautious ahead of US current Pacific shares outside Japan was 49.9 million barrels, 13 percent 
in tandem with America's current ^ However, it warned that the fourth-quarter sales then previ- account data later in the day. up half a percent by 0620 GMT, lower than the same time last, 


account deficit: Asia's addiction to economy was still vulnerable to ously projected. That prompted Tokyo shares pared some losses lifted by technology shares after year Reuters 
excess savings feeds America's ad- E 


diction to excess consumption. 
But Asia's growing clout also re- 


(pda re China investment growtb fuels expectation of tightening 


after a 1997-1998 crisis sent the re- 
WE cr esie BEIJING—China yesterday man said. 

Rob. Subbaraman of Lehman said investment in plant and "e tells me that the tightening 
Brothers says Asia, spurred by equipment eased only slightly policies that are in place are like- 
growing self-confidence, is finally 4 in. November which, combined ly to remain in place until invest- 
Emerging decisively from the shad- witha higher US interest rates, ment slows further,” he said. “It 
ow of the crisis: currencies will rise , 4 fueled expectations of more hesnotslowedenoughyet.” | 
as much as 10-20 percent, domestic tightening to cool the econo- — Earlier this week, the gov- 
demand will bloom and nonJapan : : my ernment said it expected the 
‘Asia's current account surplus, now — Investment in fixed assets in overall economy to expand by 
4,1 percent of GDR will shrink. Chinese cities rose 24.9 per- 9.3 percent this year, up from 

Сайса coincidence, but days af- cent last month from a year 9.1 percent in 2003 despite a 
ter 13 Asian leaders agreed to hold 1 earlier, compared with a 26.4 series of measures to dampen 
the first East Asian Summit—13 percentrise in October, the Na- activity. 
years after Washington quashed the : Жопа] Bureau of Statistics re- ‘This means China is still the 
idea—a regional financial group ported. world's fastest growing major 
that included the United States de- While at a less frantic pace economy and frantic spending 
cided this month to wind itself up. - than earlier in the year, policy- on fixed assets wil have con- 

‘The Manila Framework Group makers will want more evi- tributed much to the situation. 
was formed at the height of the dence that a slowdown is really — In the first 11 months of the 
Menus proe fun il Р "WIFE taking place and there wil be year, urban fixed-asset invest- 
stability and exchange views be- no let-up in government tight- ment rose 28.9 percent, the 
tween Asia and the West. х s ening measures for now, ana- statistics bureau said in its state- 

"When the group was formed, I lysis said. ment. : 
think US officials probably did ee Fixed-asset investment — Fixed-asset investment fig- 
not want Asian countries to de- = growth is still slowing down ures come on top ofa slew of da- 
помати jung without, them | ACOUPLEgeta close-up look ata Lamborgh Diablo VT parked in Вет. Two decades of economic but at a moderate pace,” ta suggesting that there is sil 
knowing,” one source close to the reforms in China have resulted in riches for some, but at least 29 million people still live below poverty Tokyo-based Lehman Broth- plenty of kick left in Asia's sec- 
aa аар levels, according to government figures. e ers economist Rob Subbara- ondlargesteconomy, AFP 

Now, the boot is on the other 
Rhet bailed So UE 1 "11: 

Not only have the states Байе‹ 
ceu Asian central banks launch $2-billion bond fund 
Korea, Indonesia and the Pip 

in ir 
Times repaid their loans айй TOKYO Central banks from the would invest in the domestic cur. products, improving market in. fund investing in a number of agers and custodians forthe ABT? 
shown the fund the door but. TO Ge region yesterday тешу bonds of sovereign and frartrctire and minimizing reg. county sub funds that buy local. and they hoped the fund woud 
Washington tuned to Оа ог ауле а 2billonfuné toin- quasFsovereign issuers in eight latory hurdles will help further currency bonds. Start operating as soon as possible, 
Буй it hr October to a Yestinlocal-currency bonds nan EMEAP markets excluding Japan, broaden and deepen the dames, EMEAP will allocate $1 billion probably early next year. 
meeting of finance ministers of attempt to boost still-immature Australia and New Zealand. tic and regional bond markets,” for the Pan-Asian Bond Index Only EMEAP central banks will 
the Group of Seven rich nations. domestic debt markets and keep The EMEAP members are Aus- EMEAP said. Fund, which will be domiciled in be able to invest in the ABF2 in 

All the while, Asia has strength- the region's savings inside Asia. tralia, China, Hong Kong, In- The framework ofthe ABF2,as Singapore and initially listed in the first phase, but private-sector 
nite while, Asi has тедий UNT known as EMEAP (Ex. donesia, Japan, Malaysia, New announced in Apr, has two Hong Kong, and S1 billion forthe institutions wil be invited to in 
пей commercial es, nab. emer Meeting of East Aa ad Zealand, the Philippines, Singa- parse Pan-Asian Bond Index Fund of Bond Funds, vest in the fund in the second 
‘tween Southeast Asia and China by Pacific Central Banks), comprising pore, South Korea and Thailand. Fund that wil! invest in local cur- Bank of Japan (ВОЛ officials phase, which the BOJ officials 
tween Southeast Asta and China bY спа Баков Ветерот, aii ^ "The catalyse role that the rencybonds anda Fund of Bond said EMEAP was in the nal stage said would probably start some: 
eae ngyong e asian Bond Fund 2 (ABF2) ABF2 will play in promoting new Funds which will have a parent of selecting private fund man- timenextyear. Reuters 


In Japan, impact of tax 
rise seen to be limited 


TOKYO—Rising taxes and higher disposable income. 3 
welfare costs next year will The Japan Research Institute 4 Powerful Karno 
dampen Japan's already slowing said reducing the ax breaks by half lı Entertainment Computer, 
economy, though the near-term would result in consumer spending : 
impact will likely be limited, shrinking by 13 vilion yen. 
economists said on Thursday. Others were more pessimistic 
Japan is set to increase the tax and said the reversal of the tax 
burden, mainly on individuals, breaks could trigger an economic 
next year to help restore tattered downturn given an already slow- 
state finances and pave the way ing economy and faltering con- 
for revamping tax and fiscal sys- sumer sentiment. 
tems to deal witha rapidly ageing А rise in the consumption tax, 
population. seen possible in fiscal 2007-08, 
‘The ruling coalition, in an an- could compound the issue. 
nual report on tax code changes “There's a sense thatthe publics 
оп Wednesday, proposed phasing burden is growing but not the ben- 
‘out income tax breaks on individ- efits, so the negative impact (of re- 
uals, worth some 3.3 trillion yen versing the tax breaks) is strong, 
($31.65 billion) annually, fom especially at this juncture,” said 
the year starting in April. Satoshi Shinohara, an economist 
Mitsubishi Research Institute, at NLI Research Institute. 
a private think tank, calculated Revised data shows Japan's 
that the measure would reduce economy grew just 0.1 percent in 
gross domestic product (GDP) by July-September, when private- 
0.03 percentage point in fiscal sector consumption rose 0.2 per- 
2005-06 and by 0.2 point in the cent versus an earlier estimate of 
following year 20.9 percent gain. Siero à 
“1 wort say there won't be an Personal consumption ac- Value Desktop Value Desktop 
inipact, but it will not be that counts for over half of GDP Replacement Notebook Replacement Notebook 
large,” said Yasuo Goto, an. Agovernmentsurvey last week Seok i 
economist atthe think tank. “Peo- showed sentiment among service Etc 
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dation is necessary, and we ex- since July 2003, raising concerns ТАО ТТС XGA TET LSD 
pect that it can somehow be ab- about the outlook for personal “Buka uocem LAN Burt Modem LAN 
sorbed by incomes." consumption. Php 49,950 Php 39,950 
Others agreed, saying rising in- Barclays’ Yamazaki said if the 
comes would offset the tax in- economy stalls again without a | ==. ] ER DTLNCA Par 8.3227 Senso 20 
crease. further improvement in wages, TT 
“Further expansion in con- consumer sentiment could wors- Pr 
sumption and in the economy ensharply and possibly trigger an 
will continue,” said Mamoru Ya- 
mazaki, chief economist at Bar- The ruling coalition said in its 
clays Capital in Tokyo. report that it would take econom- 
Yamazaki calculates that іс conditions into account when 
households will see an effective implementing an end to the in- 
tax increase next year of 1.65 tril- come tax breaks, expected in fis- 
lion yen, or some 0.55 percent of cal 2006-07. Reuters 
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may not be true 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


ARENTS would do 

anything for their 

children. That is a 
fact that, unfortunately, 
many companies are tak- 
ing advantage of just to 
push a sale. 

The signs are all over media, 
fom print advertisements and 
television commercials, accord- 
ing to noted pediatrician Arturo 
C. Ludan, a consultant of Mead- 
Johnson. 

There are milk products promis- 
ing to increase intelligence; vita- 
mins that claim to make babies 
taller and stronger in just a few 
months, and other kinds of 
medicine that are portrayed as 
memory enhancers and total pro- 
tection against infections. 
~~ Ludan said in an interview that 
there is no basis for these “exag- 
gerated" claims, and the ads are a 
mere marketing ploy to get a par- 
ent to patronize a particular 
product. 


Misleading claims 

Ludan said in his letter to Bu- 
reau of Food and Drugs director. 
Leticia Barbara Gutierrez that the 
nutritional products being adver- 
tised via tri-media as having ther- 


apeutic claims are "patently mis- 
leading to the public." 

These therapeutic claims are, 
їп fact, without any scientific ba- 
sis as there are no solid clinical 
studies to support such claims," 
Ludan said in his Nov. 22 letter. 

Among these questioned prod- 
ucts are vitamins that claim to in- 
crease height. The companies 
selling these products say that 
"height is might" and harp on 
their vitamins having the Chlorel- 
la Growth Factor. 

Ludan said in his letter that 
there was only one study made 
on CGE and it was done more 
than 40 years ago under a non- 
scientific method. 

He added that if there was any 
positive effect, it was based on a 
daily dose of 2,000 mg of CGE Vi- 
tamins in the market, however, 
contain only 50-100 mg/tsp. 

"Therefore, CGE which is adver- 
шей as a growth-promoting nutri- 
ent, has no scientific basis for such 
a claim, particularly at the dosage 
recommended," he said. 

Ludan also cited one pharma- 
ceutical company's ad that 
showed a young girl who was 
supposed to have grown by two 
inches in just two months. 

"That claim is exaggerated be- 
cause children grow by an average. 
of 0.2-0.3 inch per month. To grow 


by one inch a month is an astro- 
wih,” Ludan 

Still on the height hype, another 
product was advertised as having 
promoted growth because it had 
the so-called ACE growth factor. 

"The ad showed tall basketball 
players and tall kids doing dunk 
shots because they took the vita- 
mins with the ACE growth factor. 

Ludan, however, said that the 
ACE growth factor was non-exis- 
tent and that the vitamins A,C, E 
have more to do with the immune 
system, rather than height pro- 
motion. 

"Thus, the ad should be with- 
drawn as a height-enhancing vita- 
min as it is grossly misleading and 
deceptive,” he said in the letter. 


Vitamin C claims 

Ludan also questioned the 
claim by pharmaceutical compa- 
mies that Vitamin C offers 100 
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percent protection from infec- 
tions or the common cold. 

He cited findings of the Ameri- 
can Academy of Pediatrics, which 
said that high dose Vitamin C 
does not reduce the incidence of 
the common cold, but it may 
slightly reduce the duration of 
the infection. 


ISTRATION BY LA MSTADES 


Acold that usually runs for sev- 
en days, for instance, will be gone 
in five days due to the Vitamin C. 
He added that mega doses of 
Vitamin C that shortened the du- 
ration of the common cold 
amounted to 1,000 co 5,000 mg. 
Vitamin C drops, on the other 
hand, only contain 100 mg. 


Ludan, however, stressed that 
products with “questionable” 
claims are not bad for the health, 
but neither do they perform as 
advertised. 

Ludan said there are other nu- 
tritional products in the market 
that make false claims, and the 
BFAD had acted on previous com- 
plaints. 

He cited the case of a milk for- 
mula sold five years ago that 
claimed to increase IQ and en- 
hance memory. 

"We questioned that before the 
BFAD and the ad was later 
amended," he said. 


Need for vigilance 

He called on consumers to be 
more vigilant and do their own 
research before falling for these 
false claims. 

One way of checking, he said, 
is for the consumers to check the 
can or the medical literature that 
comes with the product for the 
scientific bases of these claims. 

"Billions of pesos are being 
wasted by the consumers who are 
easily swayed by such doubtful 
and unfounded — therapeutic 
claims of these nutritional prod- 
ucts as advertised in tri-media, 
There ought to be a law against 
this practice,” he said. 

“Therefore, BFAD should in- 
vestigate these doubtful thera- 
peutic claims to protect the public 
and to uphold the dictum of Truth 
in Advertising," he added. 

The burden of protecting the 
public falls on the BFAD as adver- 
tisements of pharmaceutical 
companies go to its office for ap- 
proval before these are put out. 

Ludan, however, said that the 
BFAD lacks personnel to monitor 
all advertisements that go to its 
office for review. 

The public, thus, should do its 
part and be skeptical of the health 
benefits advertised on print and 
broadcast. 

Chances are, if the claims are 
too good to be true, they are. 
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The all-new Kia K2700 changes the way 

you look at light trucks. With greater utility, 

better looks and driving comfort that you 


would only expect in a passenger car. 
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Firms see market for flavored water 


ATLANTA--Since the 1990s, bot- Swiss-based food giant Nestle, “That segment is just begin- flavored waters. The US giants, 
Чей water has become a fixturein which already markets Perrier, ning to emerge, and its unclear however, may be haunted by past 
American health clubs, offices Poland Spring and other water how it will do," said John Sicher, setbacks. 
and sports stadiums, emergingas brands in North America, is join- editor of Beverage Digest, which Vitamin-enhanced versions of 
one of the most popular and fast- ing the fray with lemon, orange, was first to report the companies’ Dasani and Aquafina flopped sev- 
growing drinks on the market. strawberry and raspberry ба. plans to market the flavored wa- eral years ago and were pulled off 
Now, Coca-Cola Co., PepsiCo vored Nestle Pure Life Splash. tersin the United States. the market. 
inc. and Nestle are betting that The companies new waters “I would estimate that it will Despite the prospect of more 
flavored water will find a sweet contain no calories. gain some traction next year,” companies entering the market, en- 
spot among US consumers who At stake is control of a small Sicher said. hanced waters remain an attractive 
find the plain variety a bit boring. but fast-growing sub-segment of Coca-Cola and PepsiCo, for category partly because they tend to 
Lemon and raspberry versions the Sll-billion US bottled water their part, are keen to pick up a sell at a higher price than bottled 
of Coke's Dasani water brand will market. larger share of this burgeoning waters. That is key at a time when 
begin arriving in US stores in the Flavored waters, or enhanced market to help offset slower sales water prices are drifting downward. 
first quarter of 2005, accordingto waters as they are often called, of soft drinks, the traditional Atlanta-based Coca-Cola low- 
officials with the world’s largest account for about 4 percent of US foundation of their profits. егей what it charged for Dasani in 
softdrinks maker ,, er sales measured by volume They entered the US bottled the fourth quarer of 2004, 
3 х is would appeal to people and about 10 percent measured water market in the 19905 to tap putting pressure оп PepsiCo’ 
GMA Network chair, president and CEO Felipe L. Gozon (left) who don't want к rink the same іп dollars. x into growing consumer nem pestis toa а 
receives the Centennial Taxpayer Award from BIR water all the time,” said Ray Crock- Their growth rate eclipses that in healthier beverages. report released this week by Mor- 
Commissioner Guillermo L. Parayno Jr. (right) during the flag ett, a spokesperson for Coke's ofthe overall water category. PepsiCo's Aquafina now ranks- gan Stanley analyst Bill Pecoriello. 
ceremony held: recently at the BIR National Office Complex in Dasani brand. “We have research Sales of Gatorade's Propel Fit- as the top-selling US water brand, Industry observers have been 
Quezon City. that indicates consumers like fla- ness Water, the market leader in while Coca-Cola's Dasani is sec- warning of a pricing downdraft in 
vored waters.” PepsiCo, Coca-Cola's enhanced waters, grew 48.7 per- ond. the water business for several 
GMA Network listed to main rival, also has announced that cent in the first nine months of massive distribution sys- years, which threatens to derail 
р itwill launch anew Aquafina water 2004, according to Beverage Di- tems and experience branding the high-margin business, curb 
drink called FlavorSplash nextyear. gest, an industry newsletter. new products, Coca-Cola, Pepsi- profits and possibly transform а 


media taxpayer by BIR ‘The product will come in raspberry, ^ Gatorade is a unit of Purchase, Co and Nestle could hold an ай. booming niche product into a 


wild berry and citrus flavors. ased PepsiCo. vantage when they launch their merecommodity. ° Reuters 


LEADING media company paan many of whom even . . в 
GMA Network Inc. is the top made additional voluntary M b l t f 1 
fedia taxpayer as it ranked contributions on top of what орпе games get rancier, more socia 
second overall in the top 20 they have to pay under the 
taxpayers and centennial law. SAN JOSE, California—Who says which are expected to become com- In another upcoming Digital with color screens and better 
awardees of the recently con- GMA Network chair, presi- | “Solitaire” must be a lonely en-  monplace next year, are only the tip пасее ша pus called multimedia features became 
cluded Bureau of Internal Rev- dent and CEO Felipe L. Gozon | deavor? of the social, mobile iceberg. "Message in a Garden,” players more affordable. Those once-fan- 
enue's (BIR) Centennial Tax- said that the network is re- Games tailored for cell phones Еапу next year, Los Angeles- keep a virtual garden, adding wa- cy phones are now standard and 
payer Recognition Program sponding to the governments | are increasingly adding commu- based Tomo Software Inc. is ex- ter when needed while sending will be the replacements for mil- 
(СТАР). - call to intensify tax collection | mity-oriented elements, such as pected to launch a mobile game pictures of theirhandiworkormes- lions of wireless subscribers next 
GMA was cited by the BIR measures amidst the current | tournaments for top scores, head- that riffs off reality TV, mimics the sages to fellow gardeners. year, expanding the number of 
underthe CTRP“astop taxpay- fiscal crisis being experienced | to-head combat or chatting with addictive elements of “The Sims" The more interactive the potential gamers. 
er by increasing its tax pay- by the country through lead- | other players. and “Tamagotchi” video gaming games, the greater the revenue And phones are getting even 
ments for the period of the ing by example. “We are com- ‘After all, the ubiquitous gadget worlds and employs the social potential for the wireless indus more powerful. Arriving next 
evaluation corresponding prior mitted to be responsible not | ismeantto connect people. networking grease of the Friend- try. It should come as no surprise year are phones with built-in 
periods required under RMO only through our program- "The mobile phone is really ster online community. that most carriers now offer three-dimensional capabilities to 
7-2004, in manifestation of its ming but also to our obliga- | turning into a social computer,” _ A player establishes a personal about 250 games; Verizon Wire- handle games more in line with 
patriotic commitment to help tions as a corporate citizen,” | said Trip Hawkins, founder of character—an image of their real less has about 500. The options the realisticlooking graphics 
our country carry on its march Gozon said. Digital Chocolate Inc. selves or an alter ego—withinthe range from basic puzzle chal- found today on console titles. 
to progress and development.’ GMA Network was also "he San Mateo-based startup persistent cyber world of Sora lenges to role-playing games Thats a far cry from the simple, 
The СТАР is one of the named the 2003 Top Realty | is one of more than 300 compa- City The character forms rela- adapted from game consoles or cursor-like motion ofthe original 
main tax campaign measures Taxpayer of Quezon City and | nies developing games for US cell tionships and can compete in thePC. “Snake,” the first game built for 
the BIR has implemented this received the honor from Que- | phone users. Its offerings in- game-within-a-game events in Of course you can't play these cell phones in 1997. 
year in support of its revenue zon City Mayor Feliciano К. | cludes “Solitaire,” in its so-called which other characters can help games on just any phone, multi- Not surprisingly, multiplayer 
program. Over P843 million BelmonteJr.duringtheQCTop | mobile league, in which players decide the winner. Players com- media capabilities are de rigeur games are one hot phenomenon, 
in voluntary payments were Taxpayers Awards Night held | can post scores and compete for municate through online jour- formany and the ability to contact other 
received from qualified tax- recently. rank and glory. nals, or blog, or by sending each Mobile gaming skyrocketed in players via text message an antic- 
But such game leaderboards, other messages. the past 18 months as handsets ipated big draw. AP 


The bare minimum (corporate income tax) - II 


By Romulo S. Danao 4, Net additions required by those incurred directly and exclu- ing or transporting passengers or establishments shall be included these are limited to the following: 
айа Michael Dana N. Montero lawtoreservefund (forinsurance sively for brokering activities, goods or both, by land, water, or in its direct costs; and 1. Salaries, wages and other 
SGV & Co. companies) and contributions to and should be limited to the fol- air for compensation, offering 5. Supplies (eg. hotel employee benefits of personnel 
the trust funds to be set up inde- lowing: their services to the public, includ- room/housekeeping, kitchen and directly engaged in the said activ- 

COST of services or those that pendently as mandated by the 1. Salaries, wages and other ing transportation contracting. _ laundry). ities; 

were directly and exclusively in- SEC (for pre-need companies). employee benefits of personnel _ While their costs of services re. Similarly, for those taxpayers 2. Depreciation/amortization, 
“штей for the following activi. With respect to finance compa- directly engaged in brokering ac- fer to those incurred directly and in the food service establish. rentals, repairs and maintenance 
ties: (1) lending/investment of nies and other financial interme- tivities; and exclusively for such activities, ments, gross receipts mean actual of properties and equipment di- 
funds; (2) obtaining of funds diaries not performing quas. 2. Commissions paid to its these shall be limited to the fol- or constructive receipts derived rectly used in the said activities; 
from the public through the re- banking activities or those that agents who are not employees of lowing: from the operation of such 3. Interconnection fee and/or 
ceipt of deposits; and (3) trading are engaged in the business of ex- the brokerage firm. 1. Salaries, wages and other restaurant, bars, cafes, clubs, share of foreign telecommunica- 
of foreign exchange and other fi- tending credit facilities to con- UnderRMC04-03, generalen- employee benefits of personnel caterers, other eating/drinking- tions administration (FA) for the 
nancial instruments sumers and to indus. gineering and/or building con- directly engaged in the operation places, as well as take-out coun- services they perform; 

should be limited to PAXMeFILES trial, commercial, or tractorsarethose engagedincon- ofthe transportation equipment: ters. 4, Fuel and lubricants on vehi- 
the following: agricultural enterpris- tracing business for fixed works 2. Toll fees (representing Their costs of services referto cles or equipment directly uti- 

l. Salaries, wages and other es, including lending investors, requiring specialized engineering rental for the use of road); those incurred directly and exclu- lized in the said activities; 

employee benefits of personnel gross receipts shall mean actual knowledge and skill (e.g. redia- 3. Parking fees (for aircraft, sea sively in the preparation and 5. Amortization of franchise or 

„directly engaged in any of the ог constructive receipts repre- mation works, railroads, high- craft and motor vehicles); serving/selling of foods and development fees; 

"said activities; senting interests, discounts, and ways, streets roads, tunnels, air- 4. Franchise fees (representing drinks and other requirements of 6. Franchise fees; and 

2. Interest expense except in- all other items treated as grossin- ports), or with any structure rental for the use of road net- the customers, and willbe limited 7. Royalties. 
terest charged by or paid to the come under Section 32 of Tax built, for the support, shelter and work); to the following: As far as those engaged in ra- 
head office on funds consid- Code that are not subject to final enclosure of persons, animals, 5. Depreciation/amortization, 1. Cost of raw/cooked foods dio and television broadcasting 
ered/classified as assigned capi- withholding income tax. chattels, or movable property of rentals, repairs and maintenance and drinks prepared and аге concerned, gross receipts 

“tal of the branch ‘Their cost of services shall re- any kind, requiring the use of oftransportation equipment, and  served/sold; mean actual or constructive re- 

3. РОС premium payments; fer to those incurred directly and more than two unrelated build- properties, building and im- 2. Salaries, wages and other ceipisderivod from the operation 
nd exclusively in their lending, fi- ingtradesorcrafsinitsconstruc- provements exclusively used as employee benefits of personnel of such radio/television broad- 
4. BSP supervision fee. Pancing and generating of invest. tion, or to do or superintend the parking for aircraft, sea craft or directly engaged in the said activ. casting covered by the law grant- 

or insurance and pension ment income not subject to final whole or any part thereto (eg. motor vehicles; ities; ing the franchise. 
funding companies, or those that taxes, and should be limited to sewers and sewerage, disposal 6. Fuel and lubricants of motor... 3. Depreciation/amortization, 9.3 Their costs of services shall re 
„are engaged in life and non-life the following: plants and systems, parks, play- vehicles, aircraft or sea craft di- rentals, repairs and maintenance fer to those incurred directly and 
‘surance business and pre-need 1. Salaries, wages and other grounds, refineries). rectly; used in transporting pas- of properties, buildings, furniture exclusively for such production 

:Sompanies, including health employee benefits of personnel In the case of such taxpayers, sengers and/or goods/cargoes; and fixtures, and equipment di- and broadcasting, but shall be 
maintenance organizations, directly performing such func- gross receipts mean actual or 7. Meals provided to passen- rectly used in the performance of limited to the following: 
gross receipts should refer to the tions; and, Constructive receipts represent- gers; said activities; 1. Talent fees of those hired for 
actual or constructive receipts 2. Interestexpense. ing the contract price, including 8. Cost of safety paraphernalia” 4. Cost of cooking ой, condi- production/broadcasting: 

+ fepresentingr net retained premi, AS for brokers of securities, ex- the amount charged for materials and other supplies for use by pas- ments and other ingredients used 2. Salaries, wages and other 
‘ums (gross premiums net of re- cluding banks, gross receipts supplied with the services. sengers (e.g. life jacket, mask, in cooking the food; and ‘employee benefits of production. 
turns, cancellations, and premi. mean actual or constructive re- Оп the other hand, their costs епс); and =" 5,Royalties paid by franchisee, and broadcasting personnel; 
ums ceded)/gross premium or ceipts for effecting transactionsin of services refer to those incurred 9. Annual transportation equip- For those engaged in the busi- 3. Tapes and other production 
collection from  planholders; securities for the account of oth- directly and exclusively for such ment registration fee. ness of leasing out properties, materials and supplies; 

1 HMO membership fees; miscella- ers. ‘activities, and will be limited to For hotel, motel, rest/pen- such as real properties, equip- 4. Satellite charges and wire 
neous income; investment in- Their costs of services refer to the following: sion/lodging house and resort ment, and other movable proper- services 
Tome not subject to final tax; re. those incurred directly and exclu- 1. Cost of materials used in operators, gross receipts mean ties, grossreceiptsmeanactualor 5. Film rights royalties and 
leased reserve and, all other sively for such activity, and shall construction, actualor constructive receipts de- constructive receipts derived dubbing expenses; 
items treated as gross income un- be limited to the following: 2. Salaries, wages and other rived from the operation of such from the lease of properties. 6. Set requirements; 
der Section 32 of the Tax Code. 1. Salaries, wages and other employee benefits of site laborers hotel, motel, rest/pension/lodg- On the other hand, costsofser- 7. Rentals for production 

However, in the case of pre- employee benefits of personnel and supervisors; ing house, resort and other simi- vices refer to those incurred di- equipment and facilities; 

Sneed companies, gross receipts directly engaged in said activi- 3. Health insurance, workers lar places. rectly and exclusively for the — 8.Rentals for locations used ex- 
should algo include gross with- ties; compensation and general liabili- ° As for their costs of services, property leased, and will be limit- clusively for production/brosd- 
Grawals from the trust funds set 2. Philippine Stock Exchange гу insurance of site laborers and the same shall refer to those in- ed to the depreciation/amortiza- casting, 
up independently as mandated (PSE) terminal fees; ‘supervisors; curred directly and exclusively tion, rentals, real property tax- 9. Costumes, props and prizes: 
by the Securities and Exchange 3. Communication charges re- 4. Fees and costs paid to sub- for providing rooms and other re: es/charges, and repairs and and 
Commission (SEC). lated to trading/sales of securi- contractors; lated facilities for the enjoyment maintenance, of the leased prop- 10. Depreciation on produc- 

As regards the foregoing tax- ties; 5. Costs of performance bonds of customers, but shall be limited erties, as well as salaries of em- tion and broadcasting equip- 
payers, costs of services refer to 4. Research fees such as access required by the contract; tothe following: ployees and fees of contractors ment. 
those incurred directly and exclu- to Bloomberg and Reuters stock 6. Depreciation/amortization, 1. Salaries, wages and other hired to provide maintenance As used in RMC 04-03, the 
sively in the insurance and pre- data; rentals, repairs and maintenance employee benefits of housekeep- (repairs, cleaning/maintenance term “salaries, wages and other 
heed business, including the gen- 5. Commissions paid to its of equipment directly used in the ing staff, concierge personnel and of leased properties) and collec. employee benefits shall include 
eration of investment income agents who are not employees of said activities; other hotel/house/resort aiten- tion services. the following employee benefits: 
that is not subject to final taxes, the brokerage firm; and 7. Costs of moving equipment dants; Tor utility companies such as bonuses, Pag-ibig, SSS, Medi 
but limited to the following: G.Senlement/processing costs and materials to and from the 2. Depreciation/amortization, telephone and telegraph, electric, care, and HDMF contributions. 

1. Salaries, wages and other of trades, more commonly known contract site; rentals, repairs and maintenance gas, and water utilities, gross re- With the passage of RMC 04- 
employee benefits of personnel as “exchange dues.” 8. Costs of design and techni- of building, properties and facili- ceipts mean actual or construc- 03, it is hoped that taxpayers will 
directly engaged in said activi. ог customs, insurance, real cal assistance; and ties, and equipment directly used цуе receipts derived from the op- have an easier time ascertaining 
ties; estate, immigration and commer- 9. Supplies and tools directly in the said activities; eration of such systems/utilities their correct MCIT due, Ultimate- 

2. Commissions on direct writ- cial brokers, gross receipts mean used in the said activities. 3. Commissions paid to travel covered by the law granting the ly, it is hoped that this issuance 
ings/agents of pre-need compa- actual or constructive receipts in іп the case of common carriers agents for bookings of guests for franchise. will leave the government and 
nies; the form of brokerage fees, com- or transportation contractors, such establishments; While costs of services refer to the taxpayers a lot less reason to 

3. Claims, losses, maturities missions and remuneration as gross receipts refer to actual or 4. In case the operator also those incurred directly and exclu- dispute the latter's actual tax Ма. 
and benefits net of reinsurance such broker. Constructive receipts utilized for serves food and beverage, ex- sively for the production and de- bilities... at least on this issue of 
recoveries; and “Their costs of services refer to engaging in the business of cary- penses allowed for food service very of such systems/utilities, the MCI 
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Getting a slice | Money can be made where 


of success there are inefficiencies’ 


ENTREPRENEURS can now Katipunan during our high | By Margie Quimpo-Espino = BR Жый: 

have a slice of the success of school days, and now, the Mu Tost year was rhe firstyear Pan- 
Cravings--the chain of restau- ambiance is still homey, and | BUSINESSMEN get frustrated cake House Inc. declared divi- 
ranteum dessert place viafran- the food is still very | with inefficiencies and infrastruc- dends. Because of its success, 
chising. delectable. I still prefer their | ture deficiencies. Yet these are " Lorenzo said they acquired an- 

The latest to get a fran- coffee over other specialty | precisely the ingredients that can other food chain—Dencio's. 
chise is Johnson Ng, a young cafés that are popular only | create opportunities. ر‎ 
Filipino-Chinese business- because of their name, and “The Philippines is where the Learnings 
man who has been а Crav- not their product line," said | most money can be made because After four short years in the 
ings aficionado since his Ng. of the inefficiencies of informa- ! restaurant business, he summa- 
early teens. "he Fortune Promenade | tion and delivery of services. | rized his business learnings: 

He was granted a fran Buildingisafour-levelstruc | Where there are efficiencies, i ч 1, Havea vision for the compa- 
chise license by the Cra: ture with an all-glass, cone- money can be made,” said Martin O-- i ^ a ny. “Never, never shoot from the 
Group of Compani is shaped facade. The first and Lorenzo, chair and president of 1 o: hip. Have a plan to achieve the vi- 
set to open his shop at the second levels will contain | Pancake House Inc. and Del ё -— i sion. Have a three-year plan but 
Cravings West Avenue, locat- Cravings and The Coffee | Monte Pacific vice chair. build each year into the plan. 
ed at the Fortune Promenade Beanery while the third floor Lorenzo spoke during the re- Plan year one will not end with 
Building next month. will be used for offices. cent Management Association of year three. Make sure you have 

With a strategic location Cravings West Avenue | the Philippines Conference. He resources to achieve the plans. 
near SM City North, the new branch sits 150 persons w/ | bas the unique position of running The balance sheet should be 
Cravings franchise is envi- al fresco dining, has ample iwo бота опе a. conglomerate strong. Don’t borrow too much. 
die We ex suscenstal os) parking apron and ia un idee | Ri housse of employees avt E Havea good management team. 
the other branches, said al venue for functions like | onemedium-scale food business meee np AM 

edd SIE you compare these bu is when you don't need the mon- 
Aries Galano, атестат, corporate meetings and 99 | owe tboas Del Moeis abig ey. "Banks will always, always 

a c bu neti || i pel cus д lend those who do not need mon- 
tial owners and check their that they plan to open more | Pancake i 5 pce boa that Te Ag a 
Ta лыш, franchise outlets | “Lorenzo's family, via its Lapan- right people. “The right manage- 
implement hands-on man- “The site location is very im- ay Holi асада) the Pan З ment will depend on what stage 
Qr ee |е ee 
has an image for consistent io consider the neighborhood | No food knowledge тент premens xis company on a performance bass 
ownership presence in area if its surrounded bya vil- | «1 knew nothing about the food : Always live life with a sense ofurgéncy охғнлссош 


. = Y Ifthey perform well, pay we 
stores," said Galano. lage or a metropolitan district. | business. [only loved eating pan- to revitalize the brand. They put breakfast place but now 60 per- 4. Be flexible and proaciive. 


For his part, Ng confesses to We are looking forward to this | cakes,” he recalled. up a new commissary, updated cent of the diners come for lunch “Good people react to change 

being an avid patron of Crav- expansion plan to establish The honeymoon of the acquisi- the store design and concept. or dinner” said Lorenzo. well. Great people make-change 
ings since his high school days Cravings as a leading restau- | tion lasted one day He realized They closed bad locations and 2 happen." 
at La Salle Greenhills. During rantknown for quality food and | soon enough it wasa tired brand opened new ones. Not just breakfast 5, Always understand the value 
the construction of the Fortune professional service.” WA old stores, half of which "Webultsoresincomfortzones. Тһе staff was trained and re- chain—where the most money is 
Promenade building, he asked” For inquiries about the | were in bad locations. The staff We wanted to be the third place trained with the program focus- made. "Most money is made if 
experts what type of establish- franchising package, please | needed training and the quality people goto. And by accident 25 to ing on delighting the customers. you're closest to customers. Buy 
ment would best occupy the call 426-6681 local 104/118 | offood had deteriorated. 30 of our stores were beside Star- Twelve months after the Lorenzo brands first before anything else." 
commercial structure. His con- or 426- 4838. Cravings out- “1 began to panic.” Lorenzo bucks Coffee. We told the waiters it family acquired Pancake House, 6. Make sure you continue mak- 
sultant said it should be a lets are located at Katipunan | said. was okay forthe customers to bring some of its shares were offered to ing money, Make sure you have a 
restaurantand coffeeshop. Avenue, Tomas Morato, He quickly turned to business Starbucks coffee in.” the public recurring cash flow. You have to 

"Only one. restaurant Shangri-la EDSA Plaza Mall, | books to look for a tumaround Now, everytime, a new Star. fier 12 months, we saw the make money if you're in business, 

came to mind, and that's Robinson's Galleria, | strategy. bucks opens, Pancake House im- fruits. Sales grew four times in 7. The only way to delight is to 

. Cravings which has its own Metrowalk, Ortigas; Robin- "We were almost running out mediately gets ап invitation tolo- four years. The cash flow hasim- continue to delight. 
coffeeshop, The Coffee son's Place Ermita, Fraser | ofmoney.Ourchoicewastolistin cate in the same area proved and is on a recurring basis For personal learnings, Loren- 
Beanery. My barkada used to Place Serviced Residence, | threeyeafsorinthreemonths” Те | new management From co-owned stores, franchise zo has two: Choose partners well 
hang out at Cravings and Festival Mall E changed the menu while main- fees and the commissaries. We before you even think of getting 

Revitalizing the brand taining its bestsellers. now have longer franchise appli- them. Always live life with a 

He used what money they had “It used to be known as a cams than locations,” summa- senseofurgency 


make it possible with 


We give the best minds the best opportunities. 

In a work environment where excellence is the minimum. 
Where there is life in the workplace, ond life after work itself. 
Where we design and develop producis for use worldwide. 
Canon Information Technologies Philippines puls a premium 
on highly motivated engineers and scientists who refuse 
to settle for ordinary jobs. 


Discover career opportunities in Canon Information 
Technologies Philippines. Aside from quality digital cameros 
and color photocopiers, we engage in leading-edge software 
development ond integrated circuit design. Find out how 

we can figure in your future. Contact us today. 


Canon Information Technologies Philippines, Inc. 
UA AA nte facit ес ез 


2nd Floor Techno Plaza One 
18 Orchard Road, Eastwood, Quezon City 1110 
E-mail: epobox@citech.com.ph 
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For a personal tour of the model units, 
visit The Edge showroom: 

One McKinley Place Commercial Arcade 
26th St. Crescent Park West 
Bonifacio Global City 
For inquiries, call: 


8300455 to 57.۰ 0917 8536539 
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Will your retail trade sales 
promos work? 


Q: To help boost sales, our marketing de- 
partment always comes up with sales 
promotions. One promo is targeted at the. 
trade and the other at our consumers. 
Usually we'll come up with different 
ideas but more often than not, we all go 
back to the favorite “Free tshirt", or 
“price-off” or "buy-one-take-one" promo 
type of thing. Sometimes the decisions 
are by default because we can't or don't 
know how to decide on what promo to do. 
Can you help us? 

A: Many of today's successful marketers 
use market research to support their sales 
promotion decisions to avoid the trap of get- 
ting into mindless sales promos. 

Having said chat, among the marketing mix 
elements requiring research support, sales 
promotion decision is the most difficult to 
help. The first difficulty comes from the many 
forms and combination that sales promotion 
takes. Author William Robinson traced the 
multiple forms as derivatives of “12 basic 
sales promotion techniques.” But even with 
just 12 forms, he says "these 12 can be com- 
bined 845,059,745 different ways." The situ- 
ation has led Magid Abraham and Leonard 
Lodish to say in their classic Harvard Business. 
Review article "Getting the Most Out of Ad- 
vertising and Promotion," that belief in sales 
promotions effectiveness "has largely been а 
matter of faith.” 


Will this promo work? 

We feel for you because, in addition, the sit- 
uation is made even more difficult because of 
poor sales promotion decision-making prac- 
tice. You seem to be in that situation. The 
sales promotion decision process is often 
started at the end rather than at the begin- 
ning. A particular sales promotion technique, 
say product sampling, is picked. Then the 
marketing executive asks: "Will this promo 
work?” The selection of the promo technique 
or combination of techniques should have 
come after an analysis of the target consumer 
behavior, not before. 

Lets suppose that a company has a Usage, 
Attitude: Image or UAI market research. Let's 
suppose that the UAI shows that consumers 
are not behaving as you desire. Suppose fur- 
ther that the analysis suggests that what can 
change their behavior in the right direction is 
a product sampling promo or a combination 
led by sampling. Then and only then should 
the sales promotion selection take place, 
namely, at the end rather than at the start of 
the decision process. 

Once sales promotion is in place, the mar- 
keting executive's concern shifts to whether it 
is working or not, іе, its post-launch effec- 
tiveness. This post-decision resear 
evaluates the sales promotion decision but 
doesn't have research to support that deci- 
sion. It is a mistake to confuse the two when 
talking about sales promotion research. Each 
has its own use and requires its own research 
support. 

There are basically two aspects of sales 
promotion that demands research support. 
The first of these research supports seeks to 
determine the suitable sales promotion tool 
or tools for changing a needed consumer us- 
age or buying behavior. For simplicity, we re- 
fer to this as “sales promotion decision re- 
search." 

The second research evaluates how effec- 
tive an implemented sales promotion is and 
finds out why it is effective or ineffective, We 
refer to this as “sales promotion evaluation re- 
search.” (Read Chapter 12 of Dr Ned Rober- 
to's User-Friendly Marketing Research where 
this column is based if you want to learn тоге 
about using research to support promo deci- 
sions.) 


How pharmas do trade sales promos 

Let's take how the cutthroat pharma in- 
dustry does its retail trade sales promos. In 
the pharmaceutical industry of the Philip- 
pines, it is а practice to distinguish the sales 
of a medical preparation as coming from 
three sources. The first of these is the doc- 
tors’ prescriptions. Called the ethical pre- 
scription sales, these sales are directly 
traceable to the doctors’ prescriptions of the 
brand. The second source is “the ethical 
OTC (over-the-counter) sales." 

These are purchases that users of the 
medical preparation make based on a previ- 
ous prescription or some evidence of previ- 
ous use or just on the users" own decision. 
These are different from a third source car- 
rying also the "OTC" term, "the proprietary 
OTC sales.” Such sales are for a medical 
preparation that has been classified as an 
“advertised product” in contrast to being an 
“ethical product.” 

‘The difference between a proprietary OTC 
and an ethical OTC sale is the presence of 
mass media advertising support in the former 
ånd its absence in the latter 

Consider an ethical medical preparation 
brand (as against an advertised brand) whose 
ethical prescription sales ratio is much less 
than its ethical OTC sales ratio. The industry 
refers to this case as one where the Rx/OTC 
ratio is dominated by the OTC proportion. 

When encountering this kind of ethical 
brands, one thing becomes clear—the larg- 
er the OTC percent over the Rx percent, the 
more the contribution of ethical OTC sales 
is to total revenue as against prescription 
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sales’ contribution. In such cases, ethical 
promotion efforts for prescription sales and 
for continuing doctors’ endorsement re- 
main important. However, the much larger 
portion of total revenue coming from ethi- 
cal OTC sales means this revenue contribu- 
tion needs protecting and active ethical 
OTC promotion support. Most pharmaceu- 
tical marketing executives have experi- 
enced how their competitors’ ethical OTC 
promo activities can intercept their brand’s 
sales at point of purchase. 

"These activities include efforts like provid- 
ing drugstore incentives, "mystery buyer" 
campaigns, drugstore PR efforts, and similar 
drugstore-based ethical OTC promotional ac- 
tivities. 

Many pharmaceutical marketing execu- 
tives still overlook the need of their existing 
ethical brands for an ethical OTC promotion 
program. They should be reminded that at 
any given time, their existing ethical brand's 
total sales is the sum total of its ethical pre- 
scription sales and its ethical OTC sales, To in- 
crease total sales, they must do something 
about increasing both prescription and ethi- 
cal OTC sales. 

‘The appropriate research for knowing and 
understanding what to do in the ethical OTC 
promotion is to survey drugstores. 

"fo put it simply, the survey asks the drug- 
store clerks and operators for the last four or 
five brands that they last sold for a particular 
ailment (e.g. what anti-asthma brand did you 
last sell?). The survey then goes on to ask 
them to talk about their impressions of the 
ethical OTC promotions efforts and activities. 
of these anti-asthma brands and asks for 
which they thought was the best promo tool, 
«с. 

This enables pharma marketing executives. 
to learn what old and new tricks competitor. 
brands have been and are doing in this area. 
Tn the present case, it is a “competitive bench- 
marking survey of drugstores.” Its main ratio- 
nale proceeds from the premise that every- 
thing that competitors have done and are do- 
ing in ethical OTC promotion takes place in 
the drugstores. They pass through the experi- 
ence of and register in the memories of the 
large drugstore counter clerks and small 
drugstore owners and operators. A competi- 
tive benchmarking study draws the ethical 
OTC promotion data from those memories. 

The research is a personal interview sur- 
wey of a random representative sample of 
drugstore counter clerks, owners, or opera- 
tors. To facilitate sampling of the respon- 
dent drugstores, the research can use the 
“Pareto” population of drugstores for its 
sampling frame. 

‘The Pareto drugstore population refers to 
the 20 percent of drugstores in, say Metro 
Manila, accounting for 80 percent of total 
sales of all Metro Manila drugstores. Data 
from the appropriate sample drawn from this 
sampling frame are true and projectable to 80 
percent of the business. (Remember that it 
helps to partner with your friendly neighbor- 
hood market research agency) 


Focus Group Discussion 

Finally, it is important to keep in mind that 
promotional tools are continually changing 
and expanding. Like fashion items, they come 
in and out of the scene. When a once “trendy” 
promo tool goes out of fashion and leaves the 
scene, it is likely that two or three newly con- 
cocted tools will quickly take its place. This 
only means that the benchmarking study 
must be on top of the changes. 

How do benchmarking pharmaceutical 
marketing executives get to know all these? 
How do they determine which ethical OTC 
promo tools were used during the period be- 
ing benchmarked? How do they distinguish in 
the questionnaire checklist of promo tools 
those that ended within the benchmarked pe- 
riod from those that went on to a succeeding 
period? How do they keep current on the 
changes taking place about the “old” promo 
tools and the “new” ones? 

"This is a job for a quick FGD (Focus Group 
Discussion) study undertaken before the 
competitive benchmarking survey, For those 
working on a tight research budget, two 
groups of drugstore counter clerks, operators, 
or owners should suffice to serve the purpose, 

The objective is to generate а comprehen- 
sive list of the pertinent ethical OTC promo- 
tion tools used by different competing brands 
during the promo period being benchmarked. 
Itis this generated checklist of pertinent ethi- 
cal OTC promotion tools that then gets into 
the competitive benchmarking study ques- 
tionnaire. 

How frequent should che monitoring FGD 
study be carried out? The answer depends on 
the study's timing. If it follows а semestral 
schedule, chen a semestral FGD study sched- 
tule can be carried out before each semester's 
drugstore benchmarking survey. 

(Feedback at MarketingRx@pldtdsl.net) 
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Performs on 
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HE DOWNSIDE of even the 

most expensive haircut is 

I achieving that straight-out- 

of-the-salon look the day after, and 
every day thereafter. 


That's why many of us, time and again, are 
duped into buying the products we see our 


His final tip? Nurture your hair. Great- 
looking hair is only great if it's healthy in- 
side and out. With the damaging process- $ 
es your mane and scalp are subjected 
to—chemical and coloring treatments, 
heat from frequent blow-drying, pollu- 
tion, among others—it is best to prep and 
pamper your hair as regularly as you can, 


pala tb 


hic 


‘or even before subjecting it to styling and PS: Ж 


product applications. 
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hairstylists rub, slap, scrunch, spritz on our 
mane, in our vain attempt to duplicate that 
wow-you-look-great look on our own. 

Before we know it, our vanity dressers are 
crammed with every imaginable tube, bottle 
and pot of gunk that either don't work, or we 


don’t know how to work. 

ME Bl EMISHES? 
keeps accumulating, one seemingly promis- |: ' 
ing product after another, the frustration |: 
building up. Nothing signifies those precious |: E = | ES] | 
hard-eamed pesos wasted better than the [ ! 
gathering dust on those bottles—and your sil- = = 
ly-looking hair. 

“They all worki,” stresses celebrity hairstylist 
Henri Calayag when asked to name effective 
hair-product brands. "If you know how to use 
them they work. And I don't mean only the ex- 
pensive brands," he adds reassuringly. 

So Lifestyle sought Calayag's expert advice 
оп how to properly use some products avail- 
able in salons, drugstores and supermarkets. 


Seek help 

Calayag's sage advice is to seek recommen- 
dation from your hairdresser on which prod- 
ucts will best suit your hair type, hairstyle and 
your hair and scalp's condition. 

A good hairdresser, he says, will demon- 
strate how to apply a product and even guide 
you to try it for yourself to see if you can do it Its what your skin is looking for! The IPL Photorejuvenation 
=н 3 * "Treatment from Facial Care Centre will banish your bothersome 
و‎ ba able to do iton your own,” р blemishes to reveal a clearer skin tone. It is proven effective in 

‘As hairstylists will usually suggest products erasing your freckles, age spots and spider veins on anywhere 
they use inthe salon, professional or salon-ex- that skin imperfections show. You, too, can be among the many 
clusive, which typically cost more, the H Si women who enjoy its excellent results and experience the 
lon owner and creative director (2/F Rustan's beauty of having blemish-free skin. 

Makati, tel. 8176149/50) recommends ask- 
ing for cheaper alternatives bought in drug- 
stores and supermarkets if price is an issue. m " 

Of course, he admits, the salon formulas Care Centre. IPL, it really works 
are guaranteed effective as they have been 
tested and used by the pros 

"You have to know the product," he says. 
“Go around and check out the testers. Don’t 
buy right away" 

He says to apply some product tester on 
your hair, and wait for a couple of hours to see ie 
how the product would hold. “Some prepara- 3 T 
Hand шне Po eb Where Beautiful Skin Happens 
wende ай а тое Panabong reure Ж н 9 Eo MEDIUS „б, 
“layering” products to achieve the desired look. E : s ace BM Uu 1200 Коон Contr 


“The favorite-skin treatment of the stars 
is-now within your reach! 


Don't miss this fantastic е treat only from Facial 
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RUBY GAN 
Owner of X:odus shoe boutique 


Ruby's halr s prepped with the Bed 
Head Treat Me Right Peppermint 
Hair Mask. She has typical Chinese 
hair that tends to be heavy, accord- 
ing to Calayag, and requires volume. 
For this he sprays on Toni & Guy 
Boost-It Mousse for dry and colored 
hair, and combs it through her tress- 
es with his fingers, from crown to 
tips. The hair is blow-dried to style. 
before an application of Bed Head 
After Party. This product is usually 
for smoothing hair and controlling 
fly-aways. Galayag's suggested al- 
ternatives are Wella High Hair Pure 
Crystal Lotion and Davines Shine 
Gloss. Asa finai touch, he molds the 
crown of Ruby's mane with a deli- 
cate sweep of L'Oreal Ahead Zapp 
Stick. The section framing her face 
also gets a sweep of the stick from 
root to tip. A less expensive altema- 
tive is Bench Fix Styling Stick. These 
styling sticks are also great on very 
short hair (rub on hair in circular 
motion then style as desired). 
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WANDA LOUWALLIEN 
Former model and Fila consultant 


Like the three other women, Wanda's 
chin-length hair has gotten dry from color 
treatments. To the rescue is the Bed Head 
Treat Me Right Peppermint Hair Mask. 
The hair is blow-dried to style alter rinse. 
‘The all-around frizz-control cream Osis 
Scream is massaged through the hair 
from base to tip. This is aheat-protecting 
product that's applied before using the 
flat-iron stick on Wandz's tresses. For 
shiny halr, he sprays some Davines Defin- 
Ing б. Calayag very gently rubs L'Oreal 
‘Ahead Zapp to the wispy bangs and the 
‘ends framing Wanda's (аса. 
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OLEN LIM 
Image consultant ond former 
fashion model 


Olen's normal type medium- 
length, color-treated hair also gets 
prepped with the Bed Head Treat 
Me Right Peppermint Hair Mask. 
After rinsing, L'Oreal Liss Control 
Smooth Control Gel Cream Is 
massaged into her hair to tame 
trizzes. For more moisture, Paul 
Mitcheli Awapuhi Moisture Mist is 
also sprayed prior to blow-drying. 
Bed Head After Party is massaged 
Into the styled, blow-dried look 
from roots to tips. To define the 
section around Olen's face, 
Calayag takes a small amount of 
the pasty Bed Head Manipulator 
between his fingers, rubs his fin- 
gers to activate the product and 
applies them to the chunky wisps. 
He repeats the process in Оет 
bangs. The coconut-y scented Bed 
Head Manipulator is also perfect. 
for short, choppy hairstyles. Simi- 
Jar stringy pastes are Osis Thrill 
Fiber Gum, Davines Carving 

Paste, Bench Fix Hairlastic Flexible 
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Liss control: #44 
pede 


EIE aa 


Calayag preps Toni's long and thick 
color-reated hair with the Bed 
Head Treat Me Right Peppermint 
Hair Mask, which is basically а five- M65 
minute after-shampoo hair spa you ae et Sat ng FT 
сап doin your own home. Ho ap- a “prance ten mtn and | aepo camino 
plies the soothing mask with a wide ететан TAG agusan Mauna mera api 
"paint brush” (can also be mas- pee ere "freta eo dor 
saged into your hair ie you would € =, miron | Hana Mus ата 
your conditioner) and wraps itin prn атй 
plastic cling wrap. After rinsing, zc 
L'Oreal Liss Control + Intense Con 
trol Smoothing Serum is massaged 
while hair is damp. A few drops of 
this oil-ike product are emulsified ол siemens маде Customer Care net 7571118 kom 830 m E0 ре, Monday i, nd 830 ato 120 a on Stas. 
by rubbing the pal together ba: KE M Ma E ON NND TAN TM e E аала 
fore application. Belore blow-dry- 
ing, Calayag sprays Paul Mitchell 
Awapuhi Moisture Mist, a hydrating 
mist for hair and skin, to seal in 
moisture, The liquid is combed 
! through for even distribution. He 


blow-dries the hair to the desired е! 
style, in this case a soft look that ] Purestyle CarCharger 


has lots of movament. He j Headset OR 2 и Plus 
smoothes the mane by warming Garo : 
the creamy Bed Head After Party A i x а . 5 7 
Betvesn his palms and combo K with every purchase of any 65-series SIEMENS mobile phone from authorized dealers 
hrough the hair with his fingers. 
MERE UD S ROI o D “AUTHORIZED DEALERS: SEMICON, ADI TELECOM, BSD INTERNATIONAL, E-PHONEIEXCELL, GLOBOTEL, GRAPHIC ALLAN STORES, HELLO TELECOM; 
i F Defining System Glam Power E JUNREX, MEGACELLULAR NETWORK, INC., MEMOEXPRESS, ONLINE TELECOMS, POS MARKETING, QUICKCOM, SELECTRONICS, INC. 
Spray. Osls Session Extreme Hold "TOPWIN TELECOM TRADING, INC, WELLCOM TELECOM, WIRELESS CONNECTION, WILTELCOM 


Halrspray or your favorite hairspray 
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` Motorola C651 
P5,490 MEE P6720 P6,590 Nokia 1100 
* 32 Polyphonic Tones š RR WAP teeny 728 ‚ P3,550 P3,850 
24,096 Color Display : * MP3/Polyphonic Tones * Built-in Flashlight 
* MMS and GPRS capable з • Built-in Camera 4 
* Comes with a camera for 


"m P e Animated Screen 
only P6,390 Я • Tri-band РЕ" * Saver 


* Text Messaging 
E with Pictures 


-O 


MOTOROLA 


MAS MASAYA ANG PASKO WIT | 
GLOBE PREPAID'S MOST-AFFORDABLE PHONEKIT DEALS. | 


Motorola C380 


Nokia 3315 
P4,990 


pa rong Panasonic A100 |. Nokia 2650 | AVAILABLE ONLY IN GLOBE BUSINESS CENTERS | 
su P3, 1 
; P3,990 P6,990 Nokia 3220 Panasonic X400 Sony Ericsson T610 
+ MMS & GPRS capable. Picture Editor “Super Mini (weighs 659)" * Polyphonic tones E y 
“JAVA and WAP-ready , Multiple SMS. +16 Polyphonic Tones = MMS & GPF P11,790 , 211,990 . P11,990 
* MPS/WAP/Polyphonic. 1* Countdown Timer "Tex Messaging 5 MMS-capable | — -MMScapable * MMS-capable. 

p [с diet Nor rend eront, 

Жыш po Г ud mcrenaedighus ` Polyphonie tones ‘Polyphonie ing tone 
«Вайл сотеа ‘Bulin camera dior 


All Phonekits come with a FREE Globe Prepaid SIM, 


JUST CAL GLOBE DFEOT AT 751-998 TO HAVE YOUR GLOBE PREPAID © uv pea Got Globo Connected now 


«Globe Ge 
PONENT DELIVERED TO YOUR DOORSTEP FREI нерн hil 
RUSH TO THE NEAREST GLOBE TELECOM BUSINESS CENTER OR DEALER aL 

NOW AND HAVE AN EXTRA MEARY CHRISTMAS ON USI 
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Say it with tweeds 


TWEEDS make а fashion comeback 
atSM. 

‘Tweeds—clothes made of coarse 
wool in yam-dyed effects—were 
so-called as they were first hand- 
loomed in homes along the Tweed 
River in Scotland. 

In the 1890s, British tweed be- 
came popular as tailor-made gar- 
ments for women. Women in the 
1920s and 1930s found tweeds 
suitable for their country, rather 
than town, wear. 


Chanel, however, that elevated 
tweeds to iconic status in the 1950s 
and 1960s with her high-fashion 
tweed suit. This gave women mod- 
ern and more relaxed clothes. 

Today's tweeds reflect the new 
generation's nonchalant elegance. 
Here are some cool ways to wear 
tweeds from SM: 

Update a tweed jacket by 
wearing it with jeans and a 
camisole. It gives a trendy twist to a 
vintage look. 


tweed jacket worn with a black 
turtleneck, a plaid black jacket 
worn with a white camisole gives 
more attention to the detail of the 
jacket. 
© Pastels—pink, blue, 
mint—give tweeds a fresh and pret- 
tylook 
ccessorizel Have fun with to- 
days tweed accents—pearl neck- 
laces, brooches and ribbons. 
The tweed collection is available 
at the Boutique Square Department 


GAS SHOVES‏ جڪ 


rainbow- 
color bursts 
and flower 
brooch 
accents 
worn with 
Khal pant: 


Tt was the legendary Coco @Go for contrasts. A white ofall SM Stores. 


TWEEDS 

with a twist. 

Hot fuchsia 

tweed jacket 

with fringes 

and bow 

accents atopa 

white beaded 

knitted shirt. 

Worn with 

denim jeans 

fora younger ij 
look pA. 


PASTEL-BLUE 
collarless woven. 
tweed jacket 
with rainbow- 
color bursts, 
fringes and 
flower brooch 
detailing worn 
with denims 


CARNATION- 
COLORED 
collarless 
tweed jacket. 
with fringe 
accents worn 
overa 
chocolate 
turtleneck top 
and pants 


Ges. 


Set the stage ford 


Greet your friends with Gary V. hit songs 


Pure 


E A 


To download Ringback, 


TWEED 
powder-blue 
spaghetti- 
strapped dress 
with ribbon 
liningand 
fringed hemline 


Could You Be Messiah 
Warrior ls A Child 

How Did You Know 
Natutulog Ba Ang Diyos 
Shout For Joy 

Teke Me Out Of The Dark 
Until Then 


Luha ma, 
Hagai 


text keywords to 2332. 
Ex: Text А285 10 2332. 


Rata /downlosd, P30 for ЗО days. 
Your ringback wil be 

activated within the day. 

For mare Ringback, go to 

myGlobe. Ringback ink under 

What's Hat inthe myGlobe WAP Site 


Gary Velencieno 

His Inspirational Videoke Collection 
Gary V: Soul Full 

Includes his hits Shout for Joy, 


of the Dark and much more. 
VCD is out now! 


May chance to win P1 Million pag nag-download ka. 
kaya lahat ng gusto mo pagbigyan mo na. 


Tend GARY in 8949 
адау оочав — =" KEYWORD) [GHRERCEMESONGS Айтат: KEYWORD! 


Could You Be Messiah messiah Kahi Sandali J. Mercado kahitsendeli 
Warrior le A Chi werriorchild 0 Ko Kaya 

How Did You Know howdlduknow Friend OF Mine 
Natutulog Ba Ang Diyos. netutulogbe ^ Now That | Have You 
irapa od 804) Dont Know What To Say 


Take Me Out Of The Derk — tekemeout 
Until Then untithen Dont Know What To Do П. Segreto 


Magpakailanman 

Kung Mahal Mo Siya 

Sa Puso Ko 

On Your Own 

Sometimes Life 
Goes Wrong 


W. Cornejo 
JayR 

V. Moral 

Krook & Jolo 


sapusoko 
The Company onyourown 


dontknow Krook & Jolo ` sometimes 


To download ringtone, unt: N ckeyword> to 2348. Ex N messiah. P15.00 per tone download For more downloads, go ta the myGlobe WAP Ste. 
To download poltone, taxt P keyword» to 2348. Ex P messiah, P20.00 per polytone download ` Under What's Hot, cick on DLOAD STATION! 


"tis the season to make great things possible Glebe 
= EENE: eei 
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1. OFF-SHOULDER; 2. Asymmetric skirt; 3. Poncho; 4. Venus; 5. Retro-inspired; 6. Sabrina 


12 wraps о 


YOU can bring out vintage coats 
{ог shawls to get warm now that 
Zthe temperature has dropped. 

Or you may want to try some- 


. thing more contemporary this а 


: holiday season from the Glam 

` Wrap collection of Memo. The 
collection reinterprets the clas- 
sicshawl. 

Discover 12 different ways to wrap 
yourself up fashionably wherever you are: 
Sexy Tube, Vback, Halter, Romantic, 
Cloak, Bolero, Offshoulder, Asymmetric 
skirt, Poncho, Venus, Retro and Sabrina. 

Each Memo Glam Wrap con be 
matched with denims, dressy pants, or 
skirt. You can even wear itas a chic skirt. 

+ The wraps are available in choco 
brown, sophisticated black, stunning red, 

“ cool Khaki, burnt orange, Hamingo pink, 
oldroseandlightblue. ` - 

"The versatile Glam Wrap Collection is 
available in all Memo boutiques—SM 
Megamall, SM North Edsa, SM City Pam- 
panga, SM Cebu, The Shops-Greenhills, 
Glorietta 3, SM Southmall and Festival 
Mall. 


7. SEXY Tube; 8. V-Back 9. Halter; 10. Romantic cut; 11. Cloak; 12. Bolero. 


THOUGH 
005... 
oF 


DEC 18-19 


THIS WEEK WE'LL 


BONIFACIO 


GLOBAL CITY 


` (RIGHT BEHIND THE ADIDAS SPORTS KAMP) 
FOR INFO, CALL 812.9405 316.5875 0117.537.0555 


HEAVENSENTBAZAAR@YAHOO.COM 


REVIEWER 


Year-long agenda 


for better Manila 


Christmas present that is differ- 

ent and meaningful, check out 
Hands on Manila’s (HOM) 365 to- 
do's for a better Manila. 

Gianna Montinola, HOM president, 
said the calendar for 2005 was encased in 
an elegant, matte-laminated red box. Ev- 
ery page offered specific, fun ideas for 
making Manila cleaner, safer, and happi- 
er. 

"The calendar suggests practical, easy- 
to-do things to help make a difference in 
the community. The little things can be 
done at home, office, Metro Rail Transit, 
or even while driving a car. 

Some of the suggestions are: 

Don't zigzag through traffic. Pick your 
lane and stick to it. 
Do not nail signs to trees. 


Г: you want to give this year a 


Hold the door open for others. 

+ Read about the national heroes. Find 
the hero in you. 

Observe local government regula- 
tions. In Makati, smoking is prohibited ex- 
cept in designated areas. 

Volunteers can check what service is 
needed by what charitable institution. 

Italso suggests how other cause-orient- 
ed groups can be helped in their charity 
work. Contact numbers are given on each 
page. 

‘An advocate of volunteerism, HOM be- 
lieves that volunteer action is a powerful 
medium for change. 

For copies of the calendar, contact 
Hands on Manila Foundation Inc. at Unit 
10, Lower Penthouse, Medical Plaza 
Makati Condominium Bldg., Amorsolo 
cor. Dela Rosa St. Legazpi Village, Makati 
City (tel. 8437044 and 8435231). 
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2b P1200 
1 lb Square P202.00 
1b Round P225.00 
21b Round P374.00 
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Estra 
Settings 


Backlight 


“You don't need to look far 
to find some of the Season's 


best choices. 


| 
i 
N 
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Receive a complimentary Palm Tungsten T5 or Apple iPod 
when you avail of select handsets under SMART infinity. 
Bring some order to a bustling Holiday Season with a new Palm Tungsten T5. Organize your 

contacts, schedules, files, and more — easily. You can also synchronize data via Bluetooth. You may 


also choose to bring along your favorite tunes anywhere with an Apple iPod. Complement your 
mood for work or play as you store and listen to hundreds of songs in one compact player. 


NOKIA 6600. NOKIA 7610 


SONY 
ERICSSON K700i 


“it 
B. 


For questions. comments, or concer, you may cali the Jû ig your SMART celle: de SMART Corporate Ноле эл #888: end а text пена 10 mo duon: Decembar 10. 2004 go шу 31,2005 | 
Кази эш ө д FREE TET accom glue mala pnr ta wah wg rtg ph or Va De HART Wes Center per Per GTENCR Peri No. 6026 Sere of 200 
e 4 SEN 2 gE N ee Са 
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Made-to-measure 1277 OFS “sate 
== = Th à 
WA AH ef З Sandra 
distinctly speaks for the d “Ao m 5 jewelry 
fection. Dangling earrings grace- 
y < results and 
neck, thanks to precise measure- ROMANTIC Victorian-inspired pattern bangle; diamond baguette layers: round 
on finishing an ear- 
sized colored stones 
ogist Sandra A. Olfa- 
front and the other 
ings didn't work. The 
wanted to purchase 
ear hole to the ear- 
the lobe of the left 
justments at the 
pantay,” Olfato re- 
client waited much 
the end result was so 
mouth, Olfato's repu- 


© = L 7 >, 
By Anne A. Jambora ü > Olfato’s 
HILE the exclusivity of es- E Kise 3 д precision-fit 
pecially designed trinkets {Ген : ; 
character of its wearer, an exacting 2 
gemologist crafts jewelry into per- delivers 
lowin, 
fully fall where they should or a 8 8 
necklace flows fluidly around the 
ments. brilliant cluster accent bangle; “Temporale,” a storm scene especially designed : happy clients 
WU fora client for a memorable event that happened on a stormy night 
ring design with 
three kinds of large- 
specifically request- 
ed by a client, gemol- 
to was baffled why 
one earring faced the 
turned sideways. Try- 
ing different back- 
displeased client, 
naturally, no longer 
the item. 
“So 1 measured ће 
lobe, up and down, 
and the thickness of 
ear and the right ear 
then made ail the ad- 
back. Her ear, it 
turned out, was not 
calls. 
Although the 
longer for the ear- 
rings to fit her ears, 
satisfactory that 
soon, by word of 
tation in the business. 
was established. 


Experience 
and patience 

Olfato is a gradu- 
ate gemologist of the 
Gemological Inst 
tute of America in 
New York. She is the 
managing director of 
PS2 (tel. 8981918/ 
2021/2022), Design 
& Gemological Con- 
sultations, at 2/L 
Power Plant Mall, 
Rockwell Center, 
Makati, where her 
growing clientele 
continually turns to 
her for expertise in 
the various fields of 
Jewelry and jewelry- 
making. 

Five out of 10 peo- 
ple have measure- 
ments for the left ear 
thats different from 
the right, she says. 
Same thing with the 
neck, where the slop- 
ing of the neck—not 
the thickness—de- 
cides how a necklace 
smoothly slides over 
the shoulders. The 
same goes for ban- 
gles and bracelets, 
Where wrist mea- 
surements are re- 
quired to determine 
the most comfortable. 
fit 

It may sound like a 
snap measuring ear- 
lobes and all for that 
flawless fit, but only 
through years of ex- 
perience and inex- 
orable patience can 
one develop a keen 
sense of how various 
metals and stones 
and their numerous 
combinations and 
designs exactly be- 
haye when worn. 

“Its a tedious and 
taxing science—and 
very personalized. It 
makes the consumer 
happy,” Olfato says. 

PS2 also offers 
jewelry appraisal, a 
valuation and ap- 
praisal system for in- 
heritance and insur- 
ance purposes, and 


MADE-TO-MEASURE/E2 
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MULTIFUNCTIONAL sets, with 
pendants convertible to brooches 


| 


حاصف 


ROSE BANGLE especially designed for a client who 
was fond of roses; white-gold bangle in matte finish 
with embedded semiprecious colored stones for 
everyday wear; elegant weave bracelet with diamond 
baguettes for daytime and evening wear 


From pago Et 


gemological" analysis and identification of 
stones. 

Olfato not only gives a professional assess- 
ment of an item's worth, but also analyzes its 
historical value in terms of inerement of ap- 
preciation in, say, the past 10 years. 

When members of a certain family squab- 
bled and couldn't decide what to do with an 
old large brooch—selling the item was un- 
thinkable, and they couldn't possibly take 
turns possessing the jewelry—Olfato suggest- 
ed breaking it down into several pieces for 
each member. The sentimental value was pre- 
served in the family, and each was happy to 
wear the jewelryasamodem piece. -° 

“For massive jewelry that's too heavy to 
wear, Olfato fashions coffee-table jewelry art. 
She studies a client's home interiors—a must, 
she says—and creates a mount for the jewelry 
so that it seamlessly blends with the house's 
look. 

“Filipinos are very open-minded. You just 
have to discuss the many possibilities of their 
jewelry items,” she says. 


True passion 

Olfato's true passion is designing and creat- 
ing jewelry. She can spruce up an old watch, 
another field of expertise, and make it look 
like a diamond evening timepiece. 

Olfato can jazz up unbranded and inexpen- 
sive watches, as long as they're working fine, 
by designing elegant bracelets with diamonds 
ог preferred gemstones. (She never touches 
expensive, highly branded watches in defer- 
ence to their original designs.) 

“Looking good doesn’t mean being very ex- 
pensive. It's the idea of sprucing up jewelry 
and seeing their maximum potential, both 
aesthetically and gemologically" she says. 

There's no such thing as right or wrong 
jewelry either, no rules as to what kind one 
should wear in relation to, say, the shape of a 


YELLOW-GOLD Indian-inspired bangle with ruby cabochon and diamonds; “Vanessa,” designed after a client's request to symbolize vanity and style that will match 
the personality of the lady recipient; “Very Art Deco,” the beauty of asymmetrical patterns through mesh, wave-like patterns 


face. A person with a round face can be very 
shy, while another can be vivacious and out- 
going, so Olfato takes time to know and un- 
derstand her client's personality during con- 
sultation. 

“It's not the shape of the face. It's the per- 
sonality. There's a degree of confidence when 
they wear jewelry. So 1 execute designs based 
on the personality,” says Olfato, who adds 
that she's genuinely interested in people. 

Design artistry, she says, starts from 
search, not from ingenuity or originality. "I 
thought being artistic meant total originali- 
ty, with shapes you've never seen in your 


PENDANTS with geometric patterns. "The best designsin the world relate 
to a historic event. History is the one source of artistic inspiration. | don't. 
break apart and destroy the originality ofa design. I try to enhance it, but 1 
don't kill the piece to give birth to something new,” Olfato says. 


fe. But they end up odd-looking. I once at- 
tempted to be ‘original’ and the result 
looked like amoeba,” she says. 

Market segmentation is based on personal 
style, not the gender or age. PS2, which offers 
design and consultancy services, offers both 
classic and traditional lines. Lustro, the newly 
opened gem bar right next to it, have bold, 
avant-garde samples. 

Years in the biz have sharpened Olfato's in- 
stincts such that she knows exactly what to of- 
fer to men who are clueless about what kind 
of jewelry the women in their lives would 
want, but still insist on keeping it a surprise. 


After inquiring about their girlfriends, 
Olfato would match the information to the 
preference and priority of what, to her experi- 
ence, most females of that personality want. 

‘And she always hits the bulls eye, she says, 
as the recipients drop by her shop afterward 
to thank her, 

“I'm in this for the love of jewelry art. The 
trading part is not really my thing, but busi- 
ness comes when you have happy clients," she. 
says. 


E-mail the author at ajambora@inquirer 
com.ph 


MÀ À—À PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


LIFESTYLE 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2004 


STAR SHINE. Blue sapphire and diamonds (above) on a stunning starfish design ring and earrings set, 
Ocampo's Fine Jewellery; Exquisicely designed and crafted pearl and colored diamond brooch in white 
and yellow gold (right), from Maristella Fine Jewelry, 66 Level B, Shoppesville, Greenhills, San Juan, and 


The 6th Angel Sent Bazaars 


EDSA SHANGRI-LA HOTEL MANDALUYONG 
LOWER LOBBY 


December 11-12, 2004 (Saturday & Sunday) 
December 18-19, 2004 (Saturday & Sunday) 


Bazaar Time 9:00 AM to 9:00 PM 


ON GRAND SALE! 


BRANDED FRAGRANCES AND READY TO WEAR, UNITED 
COLORS OF BENETTON, TEFAL COOKWARE, MAIDEN 
FORM, MAX FACTOR COSMETICS...AND LOTS OF 
FABULOUS FINDS. 


FREE ADMISSION, OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
“Avoid the Crowds and Long Queue” 


For Details Call PHILTRADE EXHIBITS at 
Tel. Nos.: 825-3482 « 825-0804 or text 
Cell No.: 0920-5578561 


Robinsons Place, 2/L, Pioneer Street corner Edsa, Mandaluyong 


Yule glitter 
and sparkle 


Romance her with 
stones—the frost of 
diamonds, the shimmer 
of sapphires. Add the 
glint of gold and the 
lustrous beauty of pearls 
and oh, what a holiday 
itwill be! 


DIAMONDS and pearis. Set of earrings, ring, 
necklace with bangle (not in photo), 197 
pieces of diamond, 61 princess cut diamond, 
seven South Sea pearls with a piece of pearl 
from Oceanic 1911 


WHITE-GOLD charm bracelet with rainbow- 
colored South Sea pearls with diamond caps, 
Ocampo's Fine Jewellery 


PAVE set diamond filigree bracelet in an 
‘enchanting floral design, Ocampo’s Fine 
Jewellery, 3/L, Robinsons Galleria; G/L, 
Robinsons Starmills, Pampanga; Ocampo's 
Olongapo and Ocampo's Bataan 


DANGLING white gold earring 14k, 6.7 g 
from Oceanic 1911. Stores located at 
Glorietta 1, SM Megamall, SM Southmall, 
Festival Mall, SM Northmall, SM City Manila, 
Ayala Center Cebu and Robinsons Place. 
Bacolod 


EE EHINABANK 


Since 1920 


GRATEFUL at 85 


ANNIVERSARY PROMO 


Celebrating 85 years of partnership 
with an outpouring of prizes 


As your partner for almost 85 years, we at China Bank are overflowing with 
gratitude for your continued trust and support. In appreciation of this long and 
fruitful partnership, we offer an outpouring of prizes as we celebrate our 85th 
anniversary on August 16, 2005! 
1. Get a raffle number every month 
* For every P5,000 monthly ADB (Regular Savings, ChinaCheck Plus, MoneyPlus Account) 
* For every US$500 for China Bank Dollar Savings Account. t 
* For every P500,000 availed HomePlus or AutoPlus loans. 
2. More chances to win in 4 Preliminary Draws and Grand Draw — 
all non-winning accounts qualify for succeeding draws and Grand Draw. 
* Four chances to win a Savings Deposit Account worth P85,000, one of 85 cellphones 
and one of 85 DVD players. 
* Plus, a chance to win a handycam, home entertainment package, getaway package 
and P2.85 million cash prize iri the Grand Draw! 


4 Winners of a Total of B5 winners of a 
Savings Deposit Sony DVD Player in the à 
‘Account worth P85,000.00 Preliminary Draws 

n the 4 Preliminary Draws 


PROMO PERIOD: 
December 2, 2004 
to July 31, 2005 


тоа of 85 Winners of a 
Samsong, Sony Ёла, 
Panasonic and Nokia Cellphones 
in the 4 Preliminary Draws 
Grand Draw: 
August 16, 2005 


PRELIMINARY DRAWS 
*February 23, 2005 
"April 26, 2005 


June 23, 2005 
"August 16, 2005 


Ezricfileg | PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 
| Deposits insured up to P250,000 per depositor 


Winner 5 
of a HK Tour for 2 with 
pocket money in the Grand Draw 


1 Winner of a 
Samsung Home Entertainment. 
Package in the Grand Draw 


1 Winner s. 
of a Sony HandyCarii 
in the Grand Draw 


It's so easy 
to join! 
More chances 
to win! > 
Open an account 
now at your nearest 
China Bank branch. 


Call 885-5555 


Forward 5 
esto 
84 


Kane maha vt sinet n 


GS CHINABANK 


Your success is our business 


SMART Kids.h 


Here are ways to win: % 


Get a SMART Kid Prepaid phone kit or SMART 
Kid Postpaid plan from any participating SMART 
Wireless Center and get a Moose Gear Shirt 
instantly! 


Buy Moose Gear and get a chance to win a 
2 SMART Kid phone! 
е е F Text MOOSE REG «name» | «address? to 288 to register. 


мо 7 E 
т ce" Then text MOOSE OR «O.R. Number? to 288 to join the raffie.** 
The FIRS For details text MOOSE to 288.** 


Download a Zed kiddie content or subscribe to Zed 
Meal time prayer cards* and get a chance to win: 


Text MG REG <name> | <address> to 288 to register. 
Weekly: Moose Gear Gift Certificates worth P3,000: 
Grand Draw: Moose Gear Gift Certificates worth P10,000 
For more details, text MG to 288.** 


Ы ANIMATED. RINGTONES 
WALLPAPERS | GREETING CARDS | SMS PRAYER CARDS Toget at of Kete Monnet’ “ogee lst o ldo гооо: 
Д : ышыне RIOT e 


Ka = EE Колы ML EE 


GUCE The ges of al wet pan | KEYWORD: томе v 
© Gad and yov pre hem. Ropes > Rugrats Themo Song Lang 
P pod n dm ae RM. АТА baay ^ Spate 


RO a mana, 
Кы Кы CE M 

К ett Caan teat ROGA мш. 
RIETI Rasta eei en ARA 


+ Vespers Greeting Cords and moner eom ipee. ү} © 
Озүнүн ага снаа e A A 
Piper qe 

Downloads avallablo to all SMART subscribers. 


W Geta SMART Kid Prepaid SIM- na a 
tai CD ease) tor oniy PISO! : kidrocket 


“Plus cool SMART Kid freebies. 


“ou GRACE ON to Ий е b. 
TS GRACE OFF ta Ий umere 


[PARTICIPATING WIRELESS CENTERS: SMART Tower Festal ML ATC, Robinsosn Ermita, SM Soul 
um SM Mania Shangri rat УМ North EDSA Robinsons Galera. Baguio, [; 


С SM Megan 
orn io Faro Robin acl EH ie Cebu, SH Daas & SH CDO (we | 


pens ath HART Ss Had BER For quest communs or cocum HART Hoda at 008 HL or ЧЕ od wa wt rrr eva HART Vi Cente тагы ев. 
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Christmas SN 
witnout tears 


By Ave Garcia 
Contributor 


HAT is the best way to do 
your Christmas shopping 
in Makati? 


Check in after lunch on a weekday at Oak- 
wood Suites right next to Glorietta 4. That 
‘way you have all afternoon and part of the 
next day to get your shopping done in one 
bang—with much less of the usual jostling 
anywhere else. 

‘Al Legaspi, resident manager of Oakwood 
Premier Ayala Center, observes that in the 
weeks before Christmas many of the business 
travelers staying at luxury residences and ho- 
tels usually head home for the holidays. To 
boost revenues, many establishments offer 
special room rates for local residents. 

Our conclusion: a stay in an Oakwood 
suite, complete with kitchen, dining and seat- 
ing area, does approximate a trip to Shenzen 
or Bangkok without the extra hassles of fly- 
ing. 

Sure prices may not be the same at the Ay- 
ala Center and at any of Shenzen's shopping 
areas. But when you factor out the cost of air- 
fare and incidentals associated with traveling 
e.g. airport tax, things even out. Better yet, 
the kind of accommodations you get in Oak- 
wood or any other Makati establishment 
would beat those offered by the budget for- 
eign tours any time. 

From the point of view of someone who 
just has one or two days to spare to complete 
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Weekdays 10am to -pm Weshend lam io 9:pm 
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M fi You're in a Protected Zone with the Silver Nano Health System™ from 
[v Samsung. Its advanced technology protects the air you breathe, the clothes 
you wear and even the food you eat. 


Nano 


SETEM j 


Versace, Callawa 
1| Mario Armani, (T-Shirt) 


Mario Armani (Pants) 


P599.99]; 

рі:995 |; 
P999.99|: 
p5.999.95 |! 
Versace, YSL Pierre Cardin, P399.99|: 
Mario Armani, ValeminNecktiesi 5998. |: 


Hermes, Tods, Guci P999.99|: 


Here's how it works. Ulilising the proven anti-bacterial and sterilisation 
properties of silver, we've developed a unique process to create nano- 
sized silver ions. These ions kill and prevent the propagation of bacteria. 


Tortus your fence 
inquirer fe nanalenyimessago to 
[207 (Globe) oF 283 rary 


Do your holiday purchases B 
inone bang by checking t 
into a hotel right in the hearti: 
ofthe shopping district : 


Protect your own health.: 


So now, your clothes will have up to 99.9% sterilisation and an anti-bacteri 

effect that lasts up to 30 days. The air you breathe will be bacteria-free : 
because it passes through a Silver Nano filter. And the food you eat will; 
stay fresh and heallhy for a longer period. М 


Create your own bacteria-free Silver Nano Protected Zone with the lates 
Samsung appliances. 


How the Ge lon оніое body odour 


{imported Bags P5,995 
(Gucci. Versace, Christian 
Dior, Mont Blane (Belt). 
Versace, Burberry, Ferragamo 
Coach Walles(ladies and men). 
Gueci, Cartier 


4.Ractaria cell 2.Collwallls 3Co 
атн 


4 Bactora 
Er 
dissolved 


Per DTI NCR permit No. AL 
a Mic оиро andava v 208: d 


Get the best appliances now at zero interest* 
with HSBC's Instalment Plan 


wen Siver Nano ocho 
Tho Ag ts ho орда. Wit 
sweat canna oreo io atan 
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nune ром в eos. Bl von а 
дорда (angus cebacanun] cape 
жо contact wan n дува cena, 
‘lacy aod wc emt an unpiaasan 
оази producat 


Samsung Electronics Philippines Corporation Ground Floor, Bonaventure Plaza, Ortigas Avenue, Greenhills, San Juan, Metro Manila 


Tel. No. 722-7777 * Fax No. 722-9388 - For Customer Care Center, dial 1-800-10SAMSUNG (1-800-10-7267864) 


0% interest оп alt brands at Avtomatie Centres and Sogo outlets nationwide 


"unii 18 January 2005.** Minimum purchase requiremant is P3,000. 


For inquiries call 870-7878 or visit our wobsito al vewchsbesom.ph. 


The world's local bank 
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Many have dared 
pa exposed but pay | 
at making it to the Fina 


‘Age rang 

36 to 42 years old 
Profile: à Y 
Powerful, perfectionist, and from a 
prominent family best describe 
Cynthia. Her success is a combination | 
of birthright and smart business | 
ы А Ыы prc ute 
expects everyone work 

for her to abide by the 
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eves; To maximize our ti 
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REST for the wicked shopaholic is a rewarding experience in this Oakwood suite bedroom. 


Christmas shopping 


From pageFl 


a Christmas shopping list that includes ex- 
tended families, countless inaanaks and im- 
portant business contacts, Makati is a shop- 
per's mecca. Yes, it is associated with the high- 
end stores at Glorietta and Greenbelt 4 but it 
also has a number of value places. To name a 
few: Landmark which has among the largest 
and most varied selections of Christmas decor 
this year; the new SM with all the breathing 
and shopping space you want (what a visual 
delight!); its related anchor stores—Toy King- 
dom and Ace Hardware for the children and 
men in your life. Add to that Red Lane and ће 
Goldcrest complex where a number of Green- 
hills outlets maintain branches. The aggrupa- 
tion of all these stores in one area just simply 
makes it worth an overnight stay. 

Furthermore, the newly opened Market! 
Market!, where one can find truly priceless 
buys at great prices, is just a short drive away. 

е, we used.the afters. 

„DON after check in to head for the places that. 

‘would surely fill up after 5 p.m.--Toy 

dom (metal toy trucks for as low as P95); 
SM's teen's section; then Landmark's third 
floor for home items (vases as low as P80, ce- 
ramics at about the same price range and less) 
and clothes for the children (“dry-fit” basket- 


ball shorts for as low as P180, the same thing Ё 


goes for double the price at regular athletic 
stores). As soon as the office crowd began 
trickling in, we headed for the less crowd- 
prone Rustan's Department Store's home sec- 
tion for kitchen gadgets and home items (yes, 
you can find items for P500 that look like they 
would go for double the price!) 

What a joy it was to be able to stash the 
items from each store at the ground floor lob- 
by of the Oakwood then head off for the next 
store. Freed from the hassles of retrieving and 
storing packages, we could move much quick- 
er. That night, our Oakwood suite was a good 
place to cocoon and assess the shopping we 


umay 


сад нав | 


58 BEG 


29 


22 


LOOKING for books to give on Ch: 
National Book Store in Glorietta | is just 
around the corner from Oakwood. 


had accomplished and the items that still had 
to be bought the next day. 

We decided our main meal for the next day 
would be the very popular Oakwood breakfast 
with its array of fruits, breads, hot and cold 
dishes including luscious smoked salmon. At 10 
am. we were back at SM and Toy Kingdom 
which is relatively crowd free before noon. 

Man, nevertheless, does not live on value 
places alone. We could not resist visiting the 
Digital Exchange of Glorietta 3 which is a 
showease of the latest gadgets from Nokia, 
Samsung and other techie manufacturers as 
well as the trendier stores of Greenbelt—Fir- 
ma, Kish and Pineapple. To our surprise, there 
were items less than P500 in the Greenbelt 
haunts that would make great gifts 

We had hoped to have time for a visit to the 
new Ayala Museum. But we were not able to 
proceed beyond the gift shop with its art-in- 
spired stationery, plates and décor. 

Inebriated by all the walking we had done 
in air-conditioned comfort within Oakwood 
and the Ayala Center as well as the tasks we 
had accomplished, we were ready to head 
home. We told ourselves we surely could get 
used to this. 


WELL-APPOINTED living room at Oakwood Suites: best for cocooning and assessing how far 


you've gone in your shopping 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


FOR someone who 
likes to travel with 
photos, get this red 
photo envelope (left) 
from Kate Spade, 
1Л. Greenbelt. 

Buy leather cleaner 
at Coach, l/L, 


Greenbelt 4, nuoresreus 
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SHOP for fashionable 
phones like the latest. 
from Nokia at the Hub 
by Globe Telecom in 
Glorietta | and 
Greenbelt3 


YVES Saint Laurent's Baby Dollis a light- 
hearted fragrance which has spawned three 
versions of the fruity-floral scent: Baby Doll 
Light, Baby Doll Fairytale and Baby Doll Light 
Limited Edition. Available at Rustan's, which 
is next door to Oakwood, 


FOR the fashionista, Longcha 
Déco bag with shocking-pinksilk lining in calfskin leather and 
cowhide velvet in blacl/pink (or black/taupe), available at Rustan's 


PUT your stilettos back in their boxes. Its time 
to make it easy on your feet relax. Flats are 
back. 

‘Via Venetto, one of the country’s most de- 
pendable names in fashionable footwear, lets 
you do the party scene this season with the 
minimum of wear and tear on your feet. 

‘Complement your tweed jackets, 40s skirts 
and capris with a pair of Via Venetto's flat kid- 
skin numbers decorated with round-buckled 
bows, or dainty ribbons with complementary 
colored piping. They come in black, gold, soft 
pink and cream. 

Ifan evening function calls for a bit of heel, 
Via Veneto suggests the round-toed, two- 
toned pumps in bronze and black to go with 
the “granny look” of the season, They are 
available in sexy kidskin and luxurious suede. 

Via Venetto is located at Alabang Town 
Center New Wing, Alabang Muntinlupa; Glo- 
rietta 1, Ayala Center Makati; Greenbelt 1, 
Ayala Center Makati; SM Megamall Building 
‘A, Mandaluyong City; SM City Annex North 
EDSA, Quezon City; and SM City Cebu, Recla- 
mation Area, Cebu City 


Mall tour for 
stylish duo 


KAREL Marquez and Japoy Lizardo, Bob- 
son's new young endorsers, did auto- 
graph sessions for fans in the Bobson 
Mall Tour around Robinsons Metro East, 
Sta. Lucia East Grand Mall, Robinsons 
Dept. Store Festival Mall Alabang, and 
SM Megamall. 

‘The “Meet & Greet” event was opened 
by the Miriam College Company of One 
dance group. A fashion show featuring 
the Holiday collection of Bobson fol- 
lowed. Karel also sang. 

Japoy and Karel personify the cool, ca- 
sual and stylish attitude of Bobson 
youths. Both are making waves. Japoy is 
busy with commercial modeling while 
honing his Taekwondo skills in prepara- 
tion for an international competition. 
Karel is MYX VJ. 

Bobson is available in leading depart- 
ment stores and malls nationwide. Visit 
wwwebobson.com.ph 


Karel Marquez and Japoy Lizardo with 
Bobson's brand manager Rosemarie 
Rayala 
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FLAT-OUT fabulous 


Bier Н "Via Veneto wih 


piped ribbon accent. 


buckled bow designs in 
kidskin. 


PRESENTS. 


BBCs - 
HOTEL COSTES 


| "Tight 


25 december 2004 (saturday) + 10pm 
m cafe (greenbelt 4) 


Featuring: The Return of David de Barce 
(Resident DJ, Hotel Costes, Paris) 


GOVERNMENT WARNING: 
Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health 
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The 
Charming 
Stainless 
Steel 
Evolution 


Textus your feedback 
inquirer fe namalatyimessag to 
Tio? (Gicbe)or283 (mary 


EVENING bag in black 
mink with Swarovski 
dragon detail 


beaded evening 

f bagin purple with 
‘enamel dragon 
detail 


TOM FORD'S 
dragon evening 
bagin purple mink 
with enamel 
dragon detail 
HOTOSBY RUDE ESPERAS 


Enter 
the 
dragon 


Merry Clinique. 
Holiday treats are here. 


Clinique Happy " For Men 
Р 2,300 (Regular Price P 3,100) 


Clique Happy For Men Cologne Spray SO, 
Clinique Happy For Men Alter Shave Balm Oml, 
inique Happy For Men Bady b Нак Wash Som 


OM Ford's goodbye collec- 
| tion for Gucci included a lot 
of purple and dragon motifs. 
His Dragon Bag, which catches the 
eyes with two Swarovski crystal- 
encrusted dragons facing each oth- 
er, pearls in their mouths and a 
double-strand gold bamboo-chain 
shoulder strap, has achieved cult 
status internationally The glam- 
bag is available in python, . 
crocodile, fur and velvet. 

In the Philippines, a very limited number of 
Ford's dragon bags and a wide range of other 
Gucci hand-held creations are sold at Gucci, 
L1 in Greenbelt 4. Gucci is distributed exclu- 
sively by Store Specialists Inc. 


BROCADE velvet flap bag in dark purple with 
purple croco trim, enamel dragon detail and 
double-strand bamboo chain 


FLAP bag in beige/ebony GG fabric with purple 
leather trim and other dragon bag details 


PURPLE version of the dragon bag, in leather | 


A Giving Heart 
P 2400 (Regular Price P 3400) 


lique Happy Heart Perfume Spray sori, 
Body Cream 75m, 
кейите foerat Got 


Clinique Happy " Times 
P 2400 (Regular Price P3400) 


Cinigue Happy Perfume Spay Son, 
Body Cream 75m, 
пете Role Sl 


Clinique Simply " Holiday Warmth 
P 2450 (Regular Price P 3800) 


leique Simply Perfume Spray SOM 
Body Moisturizer Som, 
Perfume Roserbal өт 


Clinique Great Skin Treats 
P 2,800 (Regular Price P 5,100) 
Riese f Foaming Ceanser 75, 
Deep Сооп Bady Bute 40ml. 
Advanced Stop Sgn Eye Preventive Cream SPF 15 mi 
Total Turnaround Vale Skin Renewer Jon, 
Colour Sorge Bare Brillance Upsick Mei in Wotemvole 24g 


Clinique High Impact Holiday 
P 2,800 (Regular Price P 5400) 
AB About Eyes Sn 
дои Surge Soft shares Eye Shadow Palette, 
Sixshodesinasver-ctoued compact 439, 
Lash Dosing aa & Lash Buding Prener Duo 49. 
first Of Eye Makeup Solvent Onl 


| mu 


Free 5-pc deluxe gift set with any Clinique purchase of Php 3,000 and above in a single receipt. 
From December 10 - 24,2004, One to a customer please. Not valid for value sets or accesories 


Promotion is valid until December 24, 2004. 


Available at all authorised Clinique counters. 


Ruwe 


MAKATI : SHANGR [LA PLAZA ALABANG « CEBU - ROBINSON'S PLACE 
Makati, Tel. No. 894 3521 
Shangri-La Plaza, Tel. No. 633 4636 local 112 
Alabang, Tel. No. 850 5561 local 118 
Cebu, Tel. No. 231 5641 
Robinson's Place, Te, No. 528 1440 


Exclusively at: 


Beauty bar 


Level 1, Glorietta 2, Ayala Center, Makati 
“Tel. No, 892 3166 & 892 3153 


Fer DTHNCR Pert No, 3033. Series of 2004. 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


WHAT ARE 
You 
Downe? 


IF I CAN HACK INTO HIS 

COMPUTER SYSTEM, I CAN 

MODIFY WS NAUGHTYANCE 

SANTA'S || DATABASE AND PUT MY 
LP. ADDRESS. || МАМЕ AT THE ТОР oF 
| THE "600D кю” LIST. 


1, 


а 


WHAT Е HE 
COME ом. 

HE'S FAT 
AND HE HAS 


TRYING To 
FIGURE OUT 


PROSECUTE 


LLEGE LOGGERS 3 


MARVIN BY TOM ARMSTRONG 


7) РАТ GOVERNMEN: 
DAPAT CAHAT T) BB NB 5 an 


KAKUTYABA MITO? 


aa 


Y MOTHER WAS A DACHSHUND ) c 
AND MY FATHER WAS 
ES GREAT DANE, 


z 
لس‎ 
kta 


alar] 


BY JERRY SCOTT 


LINDI NA RAN 
AHENSYA NG GOBIERNO 
PARA IBIGAY NA LANG 


TINK NG Howto) DAFEN, WG MUST. 
(€) wane sre CARS 
(PEE тм М HOME, 


T DONT VANE TD CLEAN OUT 
HE GARAGE TO AND Т. 


You Do AT 
THE NORTH 


ANG GRAND RAFFLE 
PRIZE PA NAMAN NG 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 
NAMIN E ISANG 
120cc NA MAGNUM 
CHAINGAW... 


т chase ALL THE 
PESTS OUT OF MRS. 
CLAUS' KITCHEN! | 


emeret мел. 12:17) 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


BY LYRA GARCELLANO 


[Aare чоо stitt MAD Be: 
cause THINK Чоок 
MANUSCRIPT SHNKS? I 
Guess You Age. But Hey, 
Do You PREFER +НА+ 

I Lie? 


ov SHOULD TAKE 
Resection ASA 
CHALLENGE ! 
Resection WiLL 
Give You CHARActeR! 


оон, TOUGH 
CROWD. 


HOROSCOPE 


._ BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


MIKROKOSMOS 


Woww-. PASKO NA! 
{оро NA'TO SA 
Baton, САКЕ, 


O00 PP SS. DEAR, 
TANDAAN MO 
ANG DIET Mo 


YOU BORN TODAY: You have an academic mind, and many of you are writers, actors and teachers. You're con- 


INUMAN HAL 


cerned with the underlying structure of society. You like to know how things work. You're intrigued by philoso- 
phy and academic questions. Actions speak louder than words for you. The year ahead is a time of finishing 
things and wrapping up 
Birthdate of: Will 
Ё ARIES (March 21 to 
April 19): This is an ex- 
cellent time to plan a 
{rip or go back to 
‘school. Your ambition this month 
isto broaden your horizon in any 
way that you can. 
TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Clean up de- 
tails connected with 
shared property, inheri- 
tances, wills, estates, 
debt and credit. You'll feel so much 
better if you tie up some of these 
loose ends. 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): Set aside. 
Some time to have a 
heart-to-heart talk with 
a close friend or partner. It's easy 
to take those who are closest to 
you for granted. Big mistake; life is 
short 
o you possibly can to get 
more organized at work 
and at home. You need this in your 


life now. (Plus, you own a lot of 
stuft—aómit it!) 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): Do everything 


DAILY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
1 Down Under 


bud 
4 Comic Abbott 


7 Go towards. 
14 "La Boheme" 


composer 


18 descent 
17 Mau and. 


Manhattan 
18 Statos of 


steam 
19 Ада decis? 


21 Alphabet rio. 


22 Corda celeb 
23 Possess е а 


Scotsman. 
25 Kisser 


28 Projecting part 


29 Dara of, 
"Borel 


32 Nova Scotia 
ws 


33 Uses emery 
34 Get al 


melodramatic 
35 Simply 


By Robart H. Wolle 


37 81888750008 North Woodmere, NY 


3B. ballena 

39 баша! 
conversations 

42 U.S. summar 
L3 

48 Hopping, ct: 
зуе 

44 Singer Home 

45 D-day cal 

48 Goller Ernio 

47 Аюу used in 
strong magnets 

49 Underwear 
leurs 

51 Attack hak? 

88 John Wayne 
iim 

58 Car color 
combo 

59 How tuna may 
be packed 

60 Bullonike 
Towers 

81 Rejecters of 
pluralism 

62 Huricane 
center 

өз Service charge 


з Bruins sch. 
Е 
5 Sint on salary 
6 Make out 
7 Poatc umes 
8 Imialed 

9 Atack linen? 

10 Acor Gulager 

11 Alack les? 

12 етае 

13 Egg holder 

15 Gallos" 
vehicles 

20 SS Alex 
PRodnguoz 

24. mater. 

25 Gi in me 
Texas 
panhandle 

26 Employers 

27 мах 
feathers? 

30 Bomb biasi, in 
headines 

31 Takes ive 

33 Anack pes? 

56 Fest Oscar 
winner 
dannngs 

эт Fight ot steps 


DOWN 
1 Largerthan-le 
2 Thk pondo. 


39 Creates a 
hubbub 

40 Dean Marin's 
севе 

41 O'Toole of 
"Smatwil" 

48 Plunders 

48 Exact copy 

48 Fedora feature 


50 Ristorante 
beverage 

52 Аба стти! 

53 French do 

54 Jont win a 
сар? 

55 Mobutu 
Беко of žare 

57 Chou En. 


iam Safire, writer; Milla Jovovich, model/actress; Ford Madox Ford. novelist/poet. 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): This is an ex- 
tremely fun-loving, 
carefree, adventurous, 
romantic time for you. It's the pe 
fect time for a vacation. It's the per- 
fect time for a love affair. Kick up 


e 
627 
ucc 
cus. Right now, you have to focus 
оп home and faf They need 


your attention. 
e tie. Short trips, visits 
and conversations with 
everybody, plus negotiating, and 
wheeling and dealing keep you 
hopping now and for the next few 


weeks. 
fight now. You're holt 


You might have to 


spend money now ín order to make 
money. Either way, the cash flow is 


flying! 
sign now. The entire 


world is having а Sagit- 


tarian hit, Naturally, you just feel 
strong, vigorous, dynamic and full 


of energy! Yay! 
than usual. Give this to 


yourself if you can. 


Steal litle moments or hours of 
solitude wherever you can find 
inem. 
Gf pis your goals. Make 
your Success the Suc- 
cess of others. People are willing 
to help you now. 

@ mana: 
Accept increased re- 
sponsiblltias, because 

you will handle them with graceful 

ease. Do not doubt yoursell now. 

Everyone is impressed with 

You—especially your boss. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): At diferent 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22); Dont stay at home 
now. Get out and hus- 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): Trust your 
moneymaking ideas 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): There are 
four planets in your 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): You deii- 
nitely need more rest 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): Work with 
others now to accom- 


PISCES (Feb. 1910 
March 20): All eyes are 


GIFTS ALREADY! 
THAT BIG OWES. 
MIME 


E 


KIKO MACHINE 


“ENE 


Gs Aa 
/ 


WASSUE LANG MINSAN SA PRESS- 
TAN ako wn 


WORK SA UNIVERSITY DYARYO 
WRAP DIN MINSAN KAPAG PRESS- 
WORK TAS me KASABAY KA PANG 


INIISIP NA ACADS. 
AKA SYEMPRE, HIRAP MAG-J 


PAALAM SA MAGULANG. 


KULANG- KULANG YUNG COMPUTERS, 


ETE ETE. 


E DANIL NGA KWANG SA BUDGET, 


lots. 
Bina 


т, каша ALA NANG 


ЯТ MINSAN NAPIPILITANG MAG- 
LIGO "LIGO PAGPASOK... 


OVERNMENT 


LOVEKNOTS 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


BINIGYAN NA NAMAN AKO 
Né mommy AT POPPY KD. 
ا‎ за. 


E, SIND ANG NAGBIZ 
GIFT КР 


TULDOK 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


BABY, MUSMOS KA FA 
FARA SUMAMS SAMING 
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WOMEN OF 
SUBSTANCE, 
Brilliant. 
entrepreneur Ruth 
Velasco-Co, 
Inquinen’s Just 
‘Shop's Jenni 

BUTCH dela Cruz and Jed Arricivita, senior sales manager, ^ POPULAR COUPLE Butch de Guzman and wife Epperson and stylish 

Makati Shangri-La Ginni (center photo) Mons Tantoco 


(GET UNLIMITED 


EDSA SHANGRI-LA hotshots. Milen Treicher, director of communications t3 ups NEO RY 
Krueger, GM; Martin Brenner, F&B director; and Timothy Stanhope, executive chef : : 


(eh d 


pünches in theiboxing arena, ` 
pampering yourself 
s dtPinnacle'Spa and . | 
dvailirig.of so many'othér: | 
wellness services: 


MODELS Matt Hadfield, Isabel Roces, Luke Jickain and Gary Dulatas (extreme right), with 

Annabelle Chavez, vice president for operations, Retail Specialists, Inc. (exclusive distributor Y x 

of Florsheim in the Philippines) and John Plummer, Florsheim president Asia Pacific Limited , 880, 438-5321, 633-3472 
| Tut: 0922 888 PHP2 (7472) 


2nd Fir. One Luna Lifestyle Center, 
Felina Parkplace, Eastwood City, Libis Ө. C: 


Running in Circles 


beauty of the lush, tropical land- Best foot forward = a E T 7 7 
scape, with its miniature falls The “world renowned. super = : 
Dancers did a dreamlike inter- comfy shoe Florsheim dished out MEET AND GREET SANTA 


pretation of circles and loops. its latest collection showcasin; Let the child out in you as Storyland brings you 
Then the fabulous Bituin Es- contemporary styles. di you as Story gs yo 


calante sang "Circles," a song es- Ej : - 

me ш a 

eae fe ee parses dent John Plummer. “Florsheim is Southmall December 18,24 & 25 
at, there was a super-fashion cre qb z х 

show, featuring 16 special de- brag siang epee palawan E o December NAE 

signs by top designers. ship, while moving forward with J - 
Shangrlas hottest name- the times with shoes that are more í CLUBBIE CHRISTMAS PARTY 

droppables were all Beaming moder and syish” he said : 

with pride over the hotel's latest 1 " 

gorgeous face-lift, darlings. и E б "el Clobbies! Loothags, freebies, fun games and exciting 
Heading the pack was dashing this new collection. There's the activities for ай Clubbies! So [oin us as we celebrate 

Tom Zita, chair of 5һап 14% Lane suede slip-on, which has a : " 

and Resorts Philippines, and his contemporary shape. 1 also liked 

wife, the elegant Kathy Maban- the brotherly combo of Riley and f | F 

ta; and Symon Bridle, VP for op- Russel leather dress shoes. Riley 1 Z ONU 3 Fairview December 19 

erations Of Shangri-La Hotels and. is the leather slip made of lush 

Resorts International hide and comfortable heels. It’s 
Also there were the brilliant perfect for bar- and boardroom- - CHRETHPSMUSCALE 

and captivating Peggy Angeles, hopping. Russel is more rugged. CE. ا مت‎ Enjoy a diferent musical this Christmas season. Be 

gels Ve аа ae Its rough, tough but so re- Hoe j delighted with the joyful songs of Christmas! 

ы ons In- i 
temationals; tall and popular ep жел uid у Southmall December 19,25,30 & January 2 
Wolfgang ^ Krueger, Martin Hey who needs a car, palang- c Fairview ^ December 18,26,30 & January | 
Brenner, Benedict Peter Lim, gas, when you can walk on these 
and John Rice, all of Edsa with real comfort and ease? = 1 DEAR SANTA PLAYS 
Shangri-La; and everyone's fa- Ор the subject of shoes, did 7 p i әз 
vorite personality, the adorable yoy norice last season's styles А 2 Have a wonderful christmas watching che plays that 
Jarlath Lynch, general manager “were those awful flat-front shoes Nn Storyland will bring you. Liven the child in 
CREBRIS that looked like they had hit a- : 

By 12 ат. this opening bash brick wall? Now the new Italian д ig 
was still on a roll, with our town's pointed shoes look comfortable $ j wil teach us 
hor invitees enjoying the bubbly only if you happen to have one 7 Southmall December 26 & January | 
to the fullest. Now, isn't this s00 toe, As for me, palanggas, give me Seem = Fairview December 25 & january 2 
Makati Shangri-La, palanggas? the comfy round-front style. 7 


Santa. The magic of Christmas will not be complete: 


A Differenz magical Christmas party awaits our dear 


the magic season of Christmas! 
Southmall December 18 


everybodys heart as we learn the lessons dear Santa 


A Different Story 


E 2 Excrultme. -AL 
FLORSHEIM's special invitees, sportscaster Anthony Suntay with pomi [5] ma 
Kathleen Chavez and race-car champion Jeff Borja 
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CYNTHIA and Ramon Picasso of Avis; Tom 
Zita, chair of Shangri-La Hotels and 

Resorts Phils; (far right) debonaire Symon 

ı, . Birdle, vice president, Shangri-La Hotels 
© and Resorts; Ruth Velasco-Co; and Shangri- 
La Makati's popular GM, 

Jarlath Lynch 


Running in Circles - 


HE MAKATI Shangri-La launched re- 
cently its Circles Event Café. It was а 
E a night of absolute splendor, a night of 
КО | Р сй AE j| spectacular dining and fantastic entertain: 
1 ment, palanggas. 
The result of a massive six-month renova- 
man H T " > tion project, Circles is now a groundbreakin; 

1:0 pm, December 15 to 23 4 ч model of gourmet dining in the busybusy 
it cA 5 È g central business dis- — — ———————- 

5th Floor, Bridgeway, Megamall Bldg. В = E t E Gira aka. Тиш, yy 
De. Celebrating Priests: N 2 its unveiling became ; WITHOUT 


á E an event epicenter at- ` 
15 - Wed, - Rev. Fr, Vicor Ray T. Pascua, LEMS. Б e ed i maa by horhoe * BATTING 


fr Te ANE SH 
16 - Thurs, - Msgr. Hubert Mylo C. Vergara Manille's may ae 


17 - Fi, -RevsFrjoalO.jpson ded. 
e guess were Е 
18- Sat,- Re, Fr, Noan A. Que i сваха amazed by the cA 
P.5m - Rev. Msgr. Roberto C Cans à | designer Pitoy Moreno, ar br bro, EU. H 
20 Mon. - Re Fr: Geran O. Dina businessman Johnny з КУКЕ" pa: 
21 - Tues, - Rev. Fr Maro S, Sobeejuanite, SSP. МЫ Малева n geous drapes cascad- $ \ K bag 
22 - Wed. - Rev, Fr. Péeson O. Tieng, LAM eer canem a ed down the lobby Maurice 
N F rry Cc s . surrounding an azure 
25. Thus, - Mog. Esteban U. lo, LRMS. ' renowned international > circular cocktail bar Arcache o 
photographer Rupert that welcomed them Photosby 

inlavishfashion. Alex Van Hagen. 

Abundance and on Kodak Max 
perfection were in 
constant harmony 
that night, dahlings, as different varieties of 
sparkling wines and tons of Moet & Chandon 
champagne poured like forever, to drown the 
delectable yummy canapes that were served 
by the waiters, who were eye-catchers in their 
stylish outfits with fabulous Circles accessory. 

‘Then, at last, the intriguing mystery of Cir- 
cles Event Café was unmasked. The sprawling 
Art Deco interiors were breathtaking, palang- 
gas. At the entrance, one could catch "a 
glimpse of the restaurants grandeur, while a 
В. Jane Cowie glass sculpture glistened for all 
of us to marvel at. 

Farther inside the awesome dining area 
were gorgeous marble floorings, wool car- 
pets, intricate furnishings and frosted glass 
columns. 

The gastronomic showcase had five im- 
pressive theater kitchens, each station brim- 
ming with its own distinctive character, plus 
state-of-the-art technology, such as the “light- 
emitting diodes,” which filled ceiling gaps 
with streams of light that gradually changes 
in color. 

‘And beyond the huge glass windows of the 
resto, one couldn't help but admire the natural 


RUNNING) G33 


H3 


M 


EA 
рт 
кр. 


ATE НЯ 


URIOUS 


EUROPEAN-STYLE INSPIRING EY 


ITALIAN 


EET Ye RO 


BERNHARD Wimmer of Makati Shangri-La 
and Ms Body Beautiful Cory Quirino 


Get a Property Preview 
Cail: 850 2868 - 850 6986 


Click : www.brittany.com.ph 


тегаш aK 


MAKATI Shangri-La's sales coordinator 
Edith Rodis and director of communications 
Joy Wassmer 


To get to Portofino: From South Luzon Expressway, take Filinvest exit then go to Commerce Avenue. 
Turn left at Dang Hari. Portofino is at your right. 


‘SMM CRAIG Reines, general manager of Teletech, 
aa DAES RA EOS EE RES Ga ER eS E EES ле E BA EE DEE E RES #23 and wife Holly 
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FERNANDO Poe Jr. 


No short 
supply of 
good men 


TROKE can kill and unrequit 

S ed love of country can kill 

even more. That thought 

comes to mind with FPJ's death. 

Sometimes, you tell yourself, 

heart-breaking frustration with 

this country can lead to terminal 
stress. 

1 have no first 

hand _ knowledge 

LEE eet 

STYLED he suffered ‘that 

v stroke. He surely 

had а high-risk 

lifestyle, exacerbat- 

ed no doubt by the 


sures—ruthless 
in general—of the 
presidential election 
Thelma Sioson” campaign. Не had 
had a brutally busy 
San Juan year, the political na- 
———  — — re of which he had 
never seen imposed on his legendary life be 

fore. It was a year that ended in defeat. 

He was a folk hero who faced defeat. Sure- 
ly that’s a heartbreak that could kill. Life is ac- 
tually shorter than we were made to believe. 

But for the rest of us whats even more 
heartbreaking is the realization that thi 
country is not in short supply of good men 
who want to right things for the country, ill 
advised some of them may be. 

FPJ was one of them. He wi 
sure, but if accounts of him were to be be- 
lieved, he reached a point in his life when he 
believed, or he was made to believe, that he 
could make a difference in the country, if not 
saverit—no matter the skills he had or did not 
have to do it. It wasn't as easy as he thought, 

je must have found out, as many did before. 
him and many others will find out. 

Like FPJ, however, the many good men out 
there get swallowed up if not cheated by our 
damaged institutions. That's the sad part. 

We destroy heroes as fast as we make them. 
Perhaps, for a change, we should try looking 
for—and nurturing—just the good men in our 

'hat's а good enough start for a coun- 
чу that’s been obsessed. with heroes--from 
show biz to politics 


Icon of dysfunction 

While watching “Bridget Jones,” we wei 
telling ourselves, 1 can't believe I fell for thi 
again, but we did. We knew it'd be the same 
girl-gets-her-man уат, but we watched it 
anyway, as many girls did and even guys, per- 
haps with a gun to their head, who othe 
couldn'rsit through a chick fick. 

There came the expected Bridget’s fum- 

lings and binges, the Hugh Grant-Colin Firth 


short, and yet, we laughed agai 

What makes Bridget Jones click again and 
again is the fact that she is so post-mod- 
i-glam heroine in an age when 
te women into thinking and 

ing that glamour and style are all there is. 
She is no fashionista, wears a full-size 
undie when its thong-or-die for many girls, 


NO SHORT/HA 
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E Ы For fetdback, e-mail ust lifestyle@inqulrer.com.ph 
^ Textus your feedback: 
F inquirer Ме name/city/message to 
2207 (Globo) or 283 (Smart) 


We destroy heroes as fast as we make them; 
frustration with this county can lead to terminal stress 


Super Instant 
3-in-1 Coffee Mix 


Bagay sa taste mo! 


Super Instant 
-in-1 Coffee Mix 


Sweet'and' 
creamy! 


Coffeemix 


San Miguel Super Coffeemix Company, Inc. Is a joint venture between San Miguel Purefoods Company, Inc. and Super Coffeemik Manufacturing Ltd, of Singapore. 
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Character to be filled: 

GIAN 

Occupation: 

Engineering Student/ Bartender 

Age range: 

20 to 25 years old 

Profile: 

Driven and ambitious, Gian may not 
be in the big league now but he 
expects to be. A working student, 
he sees everything he does now as a 
mere stepping stone to his future. 
Known to be goal-oriented, Gian relies 
оп gut feel and will not hesitate to 
{ise brawn over brains to get what 
he wants. 


ON HIM: black blazer with crisp long-sleeved polo and 
black sleeveless inner shirt; black flat front pants with 
blackleather belt. On her: teal stretch haltered top paired 
with a pinstriped navy-blue blazer; white, flared pants and 


VELVET purple haltered thp with ni E black leather belt with diamond-studded buckle 


purple scarf, burgundy hat and bag with 
gold sequins; corduroy plum skirt 


MODELS NICOLETTEBELLANO LUKE JCHAN 
‘HOTINPAEDPPLE-LEVEL | GREENBELT3, AYALA CENTER: 
KISH: LEVEL2GREENGELT.AVALACENTER. 
STYLED BY TAMAMA TAN OF TOPSHOP 


Top of the Yuletide li 


OPSHOP and Topman Christmas 2004 Collec- 
| tion enhances ће holiday luster with a fash- 
ion tableau featuring the tones, hues and 

moods of the Yuletide. The styles include: 

Bejewelled. For Christmas dinner, wear a simple 
chiffon evening dress embellished with pure emerald 
shots of sea-green or lime and bluish white azure. 
Emphasize the neck and hemlines with colored stone 
sequins and beaded rims. Fasten coats with decora- 
tive clasps and jeweled or black leather belt. 

For daytime parties, opt for knitted vests, cardi- 
gans and jackets. Accentuate taupe, warm beige or 
dark green shawl or muffs with soft blouses to create 
arelaxed contour. 

Studio 54. Try a "70s inspired mix of a playful high 
glamour set against strong, masculine cuts. Wear sub- 
dued emerald, white and gold worn against sober dark 
metallic palette, platform shoes, skinny beaded scarf is 
ideal especially those with voluminous hair to complete 
the high gloss, sophisticated and sassy disco-look 

Biba. Inspired by and named after the late '60s la- 
bel, this draws upon plush fabrics, theatrical silhou- 
ettes and rich, tonal colors, ideal for theme parties 
and other shindigs that are out-of-che-ordinary. 

Here are gift ideas: Buy 2 Knickers worth P245 for 
only P395; or buy 2 Knickers worth P295 for only 
P495. Buy 1 Kate vest or 1 single Jersey Crewneck or 
11 Stretch Tee and get the second one at 30 percent 


ой! Give Topshop Gift Certificate, available in P500 
denomination (also valid at Dorothy Perkins). 
‘Topshop is in Robinsons Galleria, Robinsons Place 
Manila, Shangri-La Plaza Mall, Glorietta 2, Rockwell 
Power Plant Mall and Alabang Town Center. Topman 
stores are in Robinsons Galleria and Robinsons Place 


ON HER. WHITE haltered silk blouse. 
diamond embellishments and black knitted 
shaw denim ultra miniskirt with black 
leather belt and diamond-studded buckle. 
Оп him; black blazer over a light-blue tie-dye 
shirtand black hat. On him: light-blue ton 


Manila. 


Holiday style 
in earthy colors 


RUSTANS fashion maven Criselda 
Lontok has come up with a holiday 
collection thats all about subtle el- 
egance and style, with rich fabrics, 
subdued hues and classic cuts. 

Coppers, browns and blacks 
dominate the collection—an inter- 
esting deviation from the usual hol- 
iday colors. Perfect for evening 
gatherings, each piece is crafted us- 
ing fabries such as lamai and or- 
ganza and is accentuated minimal- 
у 


jeans with khaki belt. 


riselda offers an asymmetrical 
dark brown embroidered top in or- 
ganza with skin tone lining that 
could be matched with a black un- 
even bias skin. 

Also available is a V-neck long 
sleeved dress with matching lamai 
pants in copper, trimmed with a 
gold ribbon befitting the Christmas 
season. Matching the pants with a 
plain black top will create a totally 
new ensemble, 

Complete the look with this 
season's Criselda heels bedecked 
with stones, beadwork or flower 
décor. 


ge ха lda is exclusi ilabl 
V-NECK long sleeved dress with matching mal ar (sella. is exclusively меш ШАА 


pants, copper, trimmed with gold ribbon, is just the  [ifescyle hub. collection. Si 
thing for a Christmas party. 3 2 


UM ; H CRISELDA deviates from the 
BEL S usual holiday colors with coppérs, 
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PERPETUAL 
Calendar Watch 


LADIES Watch 
with Swarovski 
Crystals 3 


EURO Chrono 
Expedition 
Watch 


LADIES Classic 
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Quartz 
perpetual time 


LEADING American 
watch maker Timex 
breaks all time barriers 
with its quartz version of 
the perpetual watch. 

The Perpetual Calendar Col- 
lection separates the mecha- 
nisms for the date from the 
time. When you change the 
time, this signals the date to 
change automatically as well. 
This means you can just adjust. 
the time (when you go to a dif- 
ferent time zone, for example) 
and the date will follow. 


Other new innovations from 
Timex include the revolution- 
ary E-Compass Watch. The 
compass itself is electronically 
driven and has a fourth hand 
that acts as the compass nee- 
dle. Other features are the 
Quick Date function and In- 
diglo Night Light. 

Timex celebrates 150 years 
of precision watch making, 
and continues to innovate to 
create feature-rich watches 
with elegant designs and un- 
matched convenience and ex- 
cellence. 


LADIES Watch 
with Swarovski 
Crystals 


emn Qest 


fared to бе disco’ 
ur only 30 get à shot 


‘al 6 Characters- 
at making It to the Final 6 Charac 


ір us décide 
ou can help Us C? 
Mes \п and who's out. 


Many ha! 
nd exposed 


Profilo: Й 

Sensitive and vulnerable, Jeng falls in 
and out of love easily ana qanl hurt 
and affected just as. immerses: 
herself completely in all her relationships. 
everything for the sake'of love, Jeng 18. 
the type of person other people protect. 
or love to take care of: 3 


Eu 
Yo! 
@ DO Te CHD 


ES 


pax 


50 
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of good теп: 


comes from a dysfunctional family, Наз 
weight issues. And—we love this scene--àhe 
has a big puson that bulges out of a skin-tight 
gown. She even sneaks a puff while her 
boyfriend snoozes. 

For a change.it's refreshing to watch a Hol- 
lywood icon who's not pitching, if subliminal- 
ly a fashion brand on screen, or who's not 
decked ina brand from head to toe: 

The whole thing is formulaic, but is funny 
nonetheless because she is as dysfunctional as 
you and I (or should I speak for myself?) 

And—we could use a happy ending in this 
killer-pace season. 


Tutu-dancing at Government 

Speaking of the holiday season, the party 
momentum isin high gear, regardless of year- 
end deficits. The fashionista crowd is still 
talking about that night at Government. 

For those not in the know, Government hds 
nothing to do with GMA et al its the club pre- 
ferred by many of our trendy gay friends these 
days. 

Government is not only for gays though (I 
like the way that sounds). It used to be Or- 
ange. Anyway, that was where the Fashion 
Design Council of the Philippines, the РМАР 
(models), Young Designers Group and Robbie 
Carmona's Saga had their hilarious Christmas 
party last week. The show should go down in 
fashionista history because it had many re- 
cent firsts, like: Vic Barba did the tap dance 
superbly; Randy Ortiz and Jackie Aquino, 
while not exactly underweight and nimble, 
did a rousing “Aldeguer Sisters" number; and 
the rest of the designers danced the “ballet” in 
red tutus (imagine the tall Tonichi Notom in 
them), with Rajo Laurel grabbing the lime- 
light. 

Too bad, we weren't there, but Romina Ut- 
ra described the scene to us graphically 
enough. 


Pregnant pose 

Pregnancy is suddenly chic, thanks to style 
setters like Romina, Leica Carpo, Tessa Valdes 
and Jeena Lopez. These pregnant Women. 
have the looks and the right style quotient to 
bare their tummies—in varying stages. of 
pregnancy: really big for Romina, tedium- 
bulge for Leica, and hardly noticeable for Tes: 
sa and Jeena. They showed up at Metro Wear 
in glam evening wear that allowed you a peek 
at their tummy. Н a 

Romina was in а Rajo Laurel moss-greén. 
brocade coat unbuttoned sufficiently to re 
‘veal her bulge wrapped in lace bandeau, with 
low-rise black pants to complete the look. Of 
course, she was able to pull it off. 

Unwittingly perhaps these young mothers 
are starting a dare-to-bare trend among 
stylish pregnant women. Pregnancy has never 
been this adoringly fashionable. 


STYLISH flip-flops 


Inexpensive 
gift ideas 


PUT the fun back into your Christmas 
shopping with this handy guide from - 
The P99 Store, the country’s pioneer 
““one-price” concept store... 

Moms will fall in love with stainless 
steel fruit baskets and wine bottle hold- 
ers, while dads have more wardrobe op-* 
tions with casual shirts, shorts arid belts 
that come in different colors and styles. 

Sisters will have a grand time primp- 
ing themselves up with wendy silver 
rings, earrings, necklaces, bangles and. 
bracelets. Kid brothers will look hip in 
muscle shirts and sunglasses. 

‘And don't forget lolo and lola: Give, 
them elegant wine glasses and function 
al kitchen ware. 

Your aunts and uncles, meanwhile, 
will smell fresh all day with colognes 
and body mists in various scents. 

For that special person in your life, , 
give him or her casual crew neck shirts 
in various colors, and a choice of blous- 
es, skirts and pants that are just right for 
casual Fridays and a night of partying. 

For the big boss and office colleagues, 
how about an elegant glass chess set, a 
desk clock, beaded glass and metal can- 
dle holders, CD cases and holders, ce- 
ramic candle burners or picture frames? 

Your inaanaks and pamangkins will | 
also have endless hours of fin and ex- 
citement with colorful, cuddly stuffed 
toys and other kiddie items. 

Check out any of the 30 branches of 
‘The P99 Store for great and inexpensive 
siftideas. 
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Kakuyasu Uchide, Shu Uemura's 
handsome chief makeup artist, 
shows why Reveries can be fleeting 


rent Store 


50% oft 


KAKUYASU Uchide 
at work (top left) 


Text by Alex Y, Vergara 
Photos by jim Guiao Punzalan 


IB Japanese makeup 


brand Shu Uemura has de- 

rived inspiration from the iri- 
descent quality of water for Rever- 
ies, its latest mode makeup line for 
next spring and summer. Natural 
colors inspired by the earth's pris- 
tine environment shimmer with a 
pearlized quality that highlights 
the face and imparts it with a soft, 
lyrical expression. 

Kakuyasu Uchide, Shu Uemura Internation- 
ats chief makeup ais, Bew in есу fom 
T lain the cc to такещ 7 A 
Bre lods Sucha concepual ap. Рог discounts, freebies, perks and fun. 
proach veered from the usual practice of push- 
ing a certain look or palette of colors. 

“and unlike most makeup artists from other Ж. 
brands, Uchide didn't focus on a facial feature 
of the moment either. He's more than just an 


NATURAL/IZ 


Qeeanic 


KANCHIKU 


бу 
ITHE LEATHER COLLECTION 
E A LASTING IMPRESSION p^ 


Take your family and friends 

ош for exciting culinary 
lights and enjoy exclusive 
ing privileges with 

American Express Selects 


ЭЙ] камашып 


eben SM Megamall Makati 
Alabang-Zapole Road "2E Bldg. A Ortigas Complex 3416 Guernica Street 
'EDSA, Mandaluyong City Palanan, Makati Cit 
"Te 635 6319 (rear Cash & Сату 
el 


Las Pinas Giy 
(beside Toyota Alabang) 
Tel, 842 2261 757 2086. 


Card and enjo, 
savings at some of the 


Ayala Center, Makati City g- 
2 | GEOX 
Alabang Town Center. Е 5 

Alabang Muntinlupa City Ч 

Tet (632) 850 5771 2 BREATHES 


2/F Shangrita Plaza Mall 
Mandaluyong C 


xpress Selects 
brings you a world of 


Wherever you 
from New York 


ray of attractive benefits 
key destinations worldwide. 


GLORIETTA 3, AYALA CENTER, MAKATI 
Tels8162530 


Enjoy special offers and savings In key destinations worldwide. Don't forget, American Express Selecte* travels with you. 
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ave dared to be d ed 
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at making itto the Fit 


al 6 Characters: 


Character to be filled: 

PIPO 

Occupation: 

Head of Security 

‘Age range: 

38 to 45 years old 

Profile; 

Pipo is a loving father and a righteous 

man who showed much potential їп 

his younger years, May not be too 

showy when it comes to his own 

affections but is easily affected by the 
_ things that go on around him. Quiet 

and reserved, Pipo embodies the 
“expression "still water. 

runs deep". 


UCHIDE'S version of Eastern enchantment is from the Chic and 
Rouge line: 744 foundation, colorless loose powder and Luster Gold. 
powder as base; Purple 755, glow-on blush in Orange 55 and pressed 

FOR THE FANTASY finish, the last look for the shoot, Shu Uemura's Xeng Zulueta uses eye shadow in Gold 365 on the eyes and cheeks; and Rouge 4 lipstick 

almost all shades from the Reveries collection. 135 topped with lip gloss in Amber Gold for pouty lips. 


RA 
S HARE zh 


From pagel! Not once has he been mistaken. 


“ambassador of beauty" as he fora gay atleast not to his face. If 
considers himself an artist in the that happens, Uchide says he'll 
ld of his mentor and company merely laugh it off. If you're still 
founder Shu Uemura. in doubt, however, you can ask 
‘The handsome Uchide, who his Japanese girlfriend for 11 
still looks youthful at 39, joined years. The couple has been living 
the company 16 years ago after together forsome years now. 
finishing a degree in—of all ^ “Doing makeup has nothing to 
courses—pre-law. He joined Shu дд with sexuality,” he says in 
Uemura asan entry point in a ca- Japanese. “You're enriching your- 
reer in fashion, which was then a self and the people around you 
booming industry in Japan. Like when you create something beau- 
most men, he wasn't inclined to tiful. I consider it my small contri- 
do makeup until he met the man bution to making the world a bet- 
behind the brand. ter place by helping create beau- 
Being one among the first tiful things that can bring plea- 
batch of fresh grads recruited to sure to other people.” 
join the company, Uchide and his 2 
group naturally became Uemu- No spin-offs 
Ta's sounding board as the old Ап artist naturally begets art. 
man worked on infusing the Thus, no spin-offs are likely to 
brand with young blood. Unlike come from this latest collection, 
most seasoned artists, he contin- the 120th edition since Uemura 
wes to value and welcome fresh introduced the mode makeup 
ideas. The admiration was mutu- line in the 1960s. The line, which 
al, as the apprentice found him- із sold for a limited time only, is 
self slowly being drawn to the different from the brand's exten- 
once alien but lovely world of sive array of regular eye shadows, 
makeup. lipsticks, blushers and nail polish 
Is he, well, gay? Perish the that now number in the hun- 
thought. Uchide is aware that “99 dreds. 
percent” of male makeup artists — “The mode makeup line is usu- 
around the world are. In Japan, ally based on a theme that Mr. Ue- 
however, only 50 percent fall іп mura and his team came up 
that category Thats how for- says Tina Tinio, Shu Ue- 
ward-looking Japanese men are. mura's brand manager in the 
Notthathe hasanything against Philippines. "They feel that this 
his more colorful colleagues, but theme best represents the mood 
Uchide insists he's straight. for the coming year. As far as 


FORTHE BLUSHING bride, Zulueta uses morena-friendly colors such as Metallic Yellow and 
Metallic gold eye shadows, Orange 55 on the cheeks, Rouge 4 and Jasmine Gold on the lips. 


theyre concerned, there are no 
rules when it comes to mood 
makeup." 

And what exactly is this mood 
all about? Since the inspiration 
comes from water and how light. 
is reflected on it, luminous colors 
were designed to change hues de- 
pending on the angle of the face 
and how light falls on it. These 
are no radical colors, mind you. 
The difference, says Tinio, is in 
the new product's texture. 

“Part of my job," says Uchide, 

ve "is also to formulate the products. 
The mode makeup's inspiration 

Esteban for next year will definitely come 
from colors naturally found on 
earth. There will be less of the ar- 
Чаа! colors and more of greens, 
blues, beiges and yellows that re- 
mind usof nature.” 

And rightly so since every 
mode makeup line is as ephemer- 
al as the fleeting scenes of the 
changing seasons. Not that Tinio 4 


and company want to induce CORPORATE chic finds our model wearing Zulueta's 
panic buying, but most of the take on office basics: Metallic Yellow and Metallic Gold on 
products from past mode makeup the eyes; Orange 55 for a sun-kissed look on the cheeks; 


dolens Were Бийде тегер. nd Rouge4 570 and jasmine Gold on the lips. 


sons, once they're gone, they're 


gone forever. MAKEUP KAKUYASU UCHIDE SHU UEMURA INTERNATIONAL CHIEF MAKEUP ARTI. 


RADIANT reflection, Uchide's second look, is from the Reveries line: en 
same base, Blue 645, Green 512 and Yellow 327 on the eye area; Pink оаа адаи 
ЗОА оп the cheeksforafemininelook;LolishineRougedélandBlue ^ Елтай the author at aver- (LOTS ux Сал Vit VERSAND DETOUR 


Eye-Light pencil to color and line the lips. gara@inquirercom.ph P EON THANG ТО кА лАнан АНА _ 
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- ° scovered 
h й Many have dared to ren 
ristmas musicale at race rar кыз ону 3 ыг 
ngi e 
РАСО Park Presents features “ina contest on Feb. 19, 2005, 2 p.m., at at making jp us decide 
Christmas Mood” today. Performers ihe College of St. Benilde Theater, 1 л oe E You can help US DET 
include Sherla Najera and Mary Ann Тай Ave., Manila. Deadline for appli- ma who's in and wi 
Lanuzo (soprano): Agnes Barrado cation is on Feb. 1, 2005. Call IM 
(mezzo soprano); Paul Aquino 811615510 58. red 3° 
(baritone); Sheen Sanchez (tenor); ~ 
Marian San Miguel (violin); and 
Richelle Rivera (plano), Admission ^ chologistDr. Howard Gardner is 
is tree, coming to Manila to give a lecture 
‘on how to raise smart children to 
WORKSHOP. The meet the challenges of 
Ontario Center for the 21st century. The 
Skills and Liveli- GOINGS ON т Philippine Multi 
hood will conduct ple Intelligence Con- 
a workshop on Dec. 18 and 19 vention will be held Feb. 11-12, 
about How to Make Decorative Bal- 2005 at The Manila Hotel. Call 
Joon and Flower Arrangementthe  4334948/ 4334949. А [ 
‘Smartlink, 2/F La Beda Building, P. ^ SEMINAR. A seminar on Experienc- Я W a j 
Campa St. cor. España, Manila, 10 ing Flower Essence Therapy is cur- Wi Wedding Planner 
a.me6 p.m. Call 7041763/ rently offered by Melanie Talag, Age rang 
3391952. flower essence practitioner. Call j 5 а: “abo old 
7262338. а ý rofile: 
CONCERT. Concert at the Park fea- a j Vivienne is very image conscious and 
tures Ecole de Ballet, Manila stu- ОРЕМ FOR FRANCHISE. Tumble 4 $ organized. These plus her attention to 
dents, under the artistic direction of... Tots, an international preschool pro- : detail have helped make her the person 
Nina Anonas de Santos, on Dec. 19, gramwhichstartedinLondonand — MEE Pe : to tap when planning a social event: 
5 p.m. Admission is fre. the UK, is now open for franchise. Е RIES polled professional and evel 


The Joji lagan Foundation, Inc. ac- NG “IN efficient, Vivienne is physically perfect 
PROMO. Robinsons Malls will give quired the Philippine territorial li- А in every aspect but knows how to- 


away over P2 millon in cash and ^ cense for Tumble Tots ast year. Call 
free Coke in can in A Million Times 6876793. mask her real feelings. 
Merrier raffle promo. Qualified 
shoppers get the chance lo qeta ЗЕМІМАН. The Federation of Philip- | ESE 5 FIN 
“scratch coupon’ for their purchas- pine Photographers Foundation will gs FIN 
as. Promo tuns until Jan. 18, 2005, hold a photo seminar on Jan. 8, d ANONG GS guns 
2005 at Fort Santiago, Intramuros, 0 DS RAR 
CONTEST. The Japan Foundation Manila, and Feb. 4-7 at the Asian In- \ eT FIT THE 
Manila wil hold the Nihongo speech stitute of Management, Makati. Call : 
8435341/8137420. 


PHILIPPINE 

{ Ambassador to Italy 
Philippe J. Lhuillier and 
San Marino Secretary 
of State for Foreign 

| Affairs Fabio Berardi 
recently reaffirmed 
their mutual 
commitment to 
‘enhance economic and 
political relations. 
between the two 
countries. 


Call for 

extreme 

stunt 

challengers 5; s; 


AXN holds the Philip- [Т 
pines first extreme 

stunt challenge--the 
Enervon AXN 
Xtreme—a television 
event that will dare 
Pinoys to face off in a 
series of challenges 
designed to test their 
body, mind, spirit, 
and most of all, the 
desire to win 

To qualify, inter- 
ested "participants 
first have to get 
through a qualifica- 
tion round on Dec. 
19, at Rizal Coliseum 
in Manila, from 
92m-3pm. 

The Enervon AXN 
Xtreme will also be 
the first major origi- 
mal television pro- 
duction to be under- 
taken by AXN in the 
Philippines. 

"This is going to be 
the biggest program- 
ming and production 
effort ever undertak- 
en by AXN in the 
Philippines," says Mr. 
Gregory Ho, AXN's 
vice president for 
Marketing and Cre- 
ative Services, 

More ^ details 
about the event are 
available on the 
AXN website 
www.axn-asia.com. 
The subsequent 
broadcast of the 
original production 
will premiere Asia- 
wide on AXN in 
February 2005. 

‘The AXN Xtreme 
project will subse- MECHANICS: 

Guencly юш our T. Purchase selected Genuine Canon Bubble Jet Printer Inks at any dealers or ret 


оше. 
саара шс 2, Look for the promo stiker “BIG SAVINGS, BIG CRAVINGS" wit Fre (1) Bes 
gion. AXN has held Burger from Canon and Wendy's on the Genuine Canon В) Printer Ink box. 
similar events in Tai- э. To calm the (ree Biggles Burger, present the whole Genuine Canon В] Printer 
wan, Malaysia and ink box to any branch of Wendy's in Metro Mani, Cavite, Laguna, Pampanga, 
Hong Kong. Bulacan and Baguio Chy only = 

Е the Ё 4. Tho Manager or Supervisor pf Wendy’ wil verify Ifthe Canon В) Printer Ik 

d box presented is genuine or non-original, 
event's main spon- 5, To aval of additional (1) LARGE FRIES and (1) LARGE SOFTDRINK, just add 
sor, is the country's 733,00 together with the Genuine Canon Bj Printer Ink box to the counter. 
leading multivita- 6, All sims wil b valid for 60 days after the promo period Preme period aan December 220810 CE 
min brand. It has Û S ради en byers for ашан: 
been in the market быел : 
for more than 30 
aching its 
ion peso- 

mark їп 2003. 

Other major spon- 
sors are Glade Sup- 
port, San Mig Light 


and Nokia. i 
E e 


Canon Harketing (Philippines), Inc. 
ағ Marin Plaza, 2153 Don Chino Roces Avena, coc UA. Rito St, Makati Cy Tels. 812-8047 / 812-807 lo 79/ 882-6449 + Fax: 810-9797 
"Emari address: nlo@earon com ph win canon com $ 
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| UNICEF Flies Emergency 
| Aid to Typhoon Victims 


'UNICEF/2004/Margallo 


WITHIN 4 days after the onslaught of 
‘TyphoonYoyong, UNICEF was flying in emergency 
aid to Camarines Norte — a feat made possible 
by donors who, earlier this year, contributed to 
the UNICEF Emergency Fund. To ferry the 
supplies over, local carrier South East Asian Airlines 
(ScaAir) lent aircraft, while US telecommunications 
giant Spring, through its Sprint 10-5-17 Collect 
to America service, provided funding for the fuel. 
The immediate help given by che 2 companies 
allowed UNICEF to quickly fly in much-needed 
food and medical supplies to che children of Daet 
and Mercedes in Camarines Norte. 


‘The supplies were just part of 
the P5.6 million chat UNICEF 
immediately allocated to help 
Filipino families affected by the 
typhoons “Violeta,” “Winnie,” 
and “Yoyong.” Citing the need 
то act fast, UNICEF Country 
Representative to the Philippines 
Dr. Nicholas Alipui pointed out 
that “Two children have already 
died of diarrhea in one 
evacuation center in Camarines 
Norte, and many more are 
dehydrated." Dr. Alipui added 
that, "The most common 
problems during floods are 
diarrhea and dysentery. Due to 
crowded and damp 
surroundings, many children also 
have flu and chest infections, accompanied with 
fever. A malaria outbreak is also highly possible." 
The recent natural calamities are estimated co have 
affected over 345,000 children. 


UNICEF has also started distributing 

P5.6 million worth of relief goods, which include 
food, shelter, clothing, and medicines. The 

emergency relief of women and children who have 
lost their homes and belongings is UNICEF's first 
priority. Working with local government officials 
in the affected areas, UNICEF distribured canned 
foodstuffs, critical medicines, and family care packs 


NETUS 


providing essential survival materials which include. 
cooking utensils, clothes, plastic sheets, blankets, 
mosquito nets and water containers. UNICEF also. 
provided anti-diarrheal, anti-pyretic, anti-biotics 
for respiratory infections (including pneumonia) 
and anti-malarial drugs, as well as oral rehydration 
salis. 


Aside from providing much-necded emergency 
aid to the affected communities, UNICEF is also. 
now focusing on what will happen to the children 
— their health, their shelter, their schooling — in 
the next six months. About 13% of the funds 
allocated by Unicef will be used ro provide basic 
materials such as chairs, desks, notebooks, crayons, 

ackpacks, educational toys and learning, 


inexpensive items can mean che difference between 
а child who will continue to go to school in spite 
of the devastation, and a child who will drop out.” 


The combination of emergency relief, and long- 
term rehabilitation programmes, that UNICEF 
is undertaking in the provinces hit by calamities 
is just one aspect of UNICEF's presence here in 
the Philippines. All donations to the UNICE! 
Emergency Fund will go to help Filipino victims 
now and in the future. Funds raised through its 
Pangako para sa Pangarap Pledge Program, on 
the other hand, will be used to fund its many long- 
term country-wide programmes for Filipino 
children 


PA Yes, I want to help typhoon victims rebuild 
their lives. 


C1 P800 can provide two families of six with basic dinnerware 
or utensils 

07 P1,000 can provide a t-shirt, a pair of pants and a pair of 
slippers each to 9 displaced children 

C1 P2,000 can provide school bags for 10 displaced children 
and replenish their lost school materials (basic school 
supplies) 

CJ P3,000 can provide four families with cooking and kitchen 
utensils 

Ci P4,000 can provide play and recreational materials for 85 

. children 

02 P12,000 can provide one School-in-a-Box kit, a makeshi 
classroom setup with school supplies good for 80 students. 

C) P24,000 can provide essential drugs to a community of 
about 20,000 people 

CJ P50,000 can provide a t-shirt, a pair of pants and a pair 
of slippers each to 462 displaced children 

TU P100,000 can provide 188 familles some warmth and 
protection in temporary shelter (shelter materials) 

E1 OR, | would like to pledge a monthly donation of 
P for UNICEF's Emergency Fund. 


pu 
‘UNICEF/Bo04/Martin 


“UNICEF needs your help, so we can help rebuild lives today. You can send your much-needed donation 


through any of the following ways: 


BY FAX: We wil accept donations through credit card. 
Simply їй out this form, and fex to 901-0195. 
HOTLINE: 758-1000 

ON-LINE: (NEW) www.unicet.org/philippines. 

BAYAD CENTER : (NEV) We accept donations through any 


Bayad Center. 


Please charge my credit card. 

ОМА O Amex 

О MasterCard O Diners 
per О RCBC/UCB 


Credit Card Number. 


Expiry Date. 


Nickname 


Your Full Name „. = 


Оотсе 


Mailing Address L1 Home 


= эш Townnlaniepainy 


Sigon EL 
Telephone Numbers Piso pu your dai phare anten 
Residence 14 
Business 
Fax 


Birthdate 


CLII сумм? fast three digis printed on signature panel at the 
reverso side ol card for VISA/Amax/MasterCard only) 


E-mail Address. 
[Г] 1 would like to help UNICEF save on printing and postage 


costs and would like to receive future updates on UNICEF 
Programmes through my emall addr 


unicef ® 


For more information: Call UNICEF Hotline: 758-1000. Or visit the website: www.unicef.org/philippines 
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1n keeping with tradition, Shangri-La Ploza's 
Christmas decor is once again one of the Malls 
осол for his holiday season: a fue spetode 
for he ene family. Dedicated lo children with 
akes pela odi eats Chrismas 
cf the Shang", he specloular decor indudes a 
ignc 45 ol Chrismas ree sirotegicoly осо 
in led 1 ofthe Mol. Adorned wih gold ribbons 
and Chrismas balls in poste colors, os wel os 
ice cream cones, gingerbread men, teddy bears, 
lollipops, hearts and golden sor, he tre is 

laced on top of a 7-oothigh lighted base in 

right pastel colors featuring on animation of 
di ка as about children from oround he 
word. 


Åt he Grond Atrium, hanging from the ceiling 
(aly dion te PACO d slag ad 
‘globe wih on encircling ribbon wih he words 
"irs A Children's Chrismas." Around he globe 
оге figures of children from various counties 
holding gift boxes. There оге also figures of 
children's (охоте ike giont teddy bears, loy 
train gingerbread men, ice cream cones, loy 
airplanes and brighly colored рор. Addi 
^o ће festive atmosphere are Tivoli lights Ex 
lied pastel colored srs. 


Another centerpiece is a giant scroll with the 
phrase "Merry Chrismas" in dierent languages, 
The sco hos lighted sors ond miniature versions 
of some of the hanging decors from the ceiling 
wih a checkerboard mot in various postel colors 
оз border A line-up of holiday aces for the 
Kids ond he whole family complement kis fabulous 
decoy, which include а special Christmas concert 
wilh Ms. Pops Fernandez ond the Philippine 
Children's Choir of Mandaluyong cl 7 PM at he 
Grond Atrium on 

December 17, Other 

shows include the 

Son Miguel 

Philharmonic 

Orchestra and 

Choir on 

Thursday, 

December 16 

al 7 PM. The 

season's evenls 

will be copped 
seen d 
pre New Year's 

Eve porly on 
December 30 V7 
complete with yy 
Dimsum and D'Soul Ng 
Band ond a specoculor 
fireworks display, Moke it 

о Shang holiday his Сто 


For more details, please cll 
5337851, local 110. 
a Shangri-La Plaza is PRA/DTI's 
Shopping Center of he Year 2003. 


9 Shangri-La Plaza 
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na megere TE 


FROM SIMPLE to elaborate. The parol 
(Christmas lantern) has evolved from 
simple and traditional into a more de 
tailed, complicated star with colorful de- 
signs. The significance of the parol in the 
Christmas season has also inspired an 
annual lantern festival in Pampanga. 

Most houses seem not complete with- 
ош а parol hanging by the window or 
doorway. Sometimes, it stays there for a 
year in time for the next Yuletide season. 
‘The colors amaze passersby. The lightsil- 
luminate the streets. It signals the start 
of a festive season, and generates a fes- 
tive mood. 

The traditional native parol, as some 


центр 


"Twas the month of 
Christmas and all 
through the Shang, 


Children squealed 
and laughed 
and the caroling bells 
rang! 
"Cause ‘tis a small 


world this Christmas. 
at your favorite mall, 


With treats and 
surprises for one 
and all! 


Holiday Sights and Sounds 
ке eri Atm Level 2 


Alitaptap presents 
Stories Connect the World" 
with Award-wianing Storyteller 
Ms. Dianne de Los Casas 
December 3, Friday, 2pm 


Countdown to Christmas Concert with 
De La Salle University (DLSU) Pops Orchestra. 
December 4, Saturday, 6pm 


"Cinderella" 

Interactive Musical Storytelling with 
Kids Act Philippines. 

December 11, Saturday, Spm 


"It's A Small World Christmas" at the Shang 
Presented by Trumpets 

December 5, 12, 26 January 2, Sunday, 4:30pm. 
December 21, Tuesday, 4:30pm 


San Miguel Philharmonic Orchestra & 
The San Miguel Master Chorale 
December 16, Thursday, 7pm 


“It's a Children's Christmas" 

with Ms. Pops Fernandez & 

the Philippine Children's Choir of Mandaluyong 
December 17, Friday, 7pm 


"A Very Jerry Christmas" 
with Cartoon Network 
December 19, Sunday, 10am 
Christmas Caravan 


with Effie Nahas Doncentre 
December 22, Wednesday, 6pm 


A Classical Christmas Concert 
‘with Acoustic Perfection 
December 24, Friday, 4pm 


Deck the Halls with Gifts and Music 
at fhe Art Plaza, Level 4 


It's A Wrap with Wrap Sh 
Christmas Gift Wrapping Session 
December 3, Friday, apm 


Sf rapa sesa 

ft Wrapping session 

eh Nacional Bookstore and Ната 
December 10, Friday, рт, 


А Classical Christmas Concert with 
Acoustic Perfection 

December 17, Friday, 4pm 
December 22, Wednesday, 4pm 


Heavenly Voices Come A-Coroling 


Evian Kal Shek Cllre's Choir 
Level 
December 4, Saturday, 3pm 


University of the East (UE) Chorale 
Art Plaza, Level 4 
December 4, Saturday, 4pm 


Ateneo Chomber Singers 
Art Plaza, Level 4 
December 11, Saturday, 4pm 


Philippine Children's Choir of Mandaluyong December 38 


tere 
December 12, Sunday, 3pm 
Philippine Madrigal Singers 
Е 

Becember 18, Saturday, 4pm 
Tiples ng Makati 

ЕЯ 

December 19, Sunday, 3pm 
Klyawan Boy's Chole 
tay” 

December 26, Sunday, 3pm 


, December 30 


Shopping Hours for a Merry Holiday 
December 8-23 
Extended Mall Hours 
December 24 and 31. 
December 26-30 
Regular Mall Hours, 10am - 9pm 
December 25 and January 1; 2005 
Mall Closed 


40am - 10pm 
10am- 7pm. 


Tingle Bell Rockin’ at the Streetscape 


Starts ot 9:30pm ` 
December 3 ona 
December 4 Acoustic Jive 
with May Bayot 
Starts at 10pm 
December 10 
December 11 
December 17 


Fresh Mik 
REUroSPECT 
Freeverse 

John Y Cash & 
The Jukebox 
Pre-New Year's 
Party with 
Dimsum & D'Scut 


Shangri-La Plaza | 
Life's a thrill; 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE" 


Light up... 


From pagel! 
people call it, is usually made of 
bamboo and papel de japon past- 
ed on a star-shaped bamboo 
frame. Today, it has evolved into a 
colorfully lighted lantern made of 
capiz shells gracing not only 
houses but even streets. 

‘The parol has never lost its ap- 
peal through the years. When the 
Christmas season nears, decorat- 
ing a house with a parol is fore- 
most in mind. 

Roland Quiambao is one of the 
more successful parol-makers in 
Pampanga. His shop, Ro-Renz, at 
the Paskuhan Village (now 
known as Hilaga) in Pampanga 
displays lanterns of various types 
and designs for individual and 
wholesale purchases. 

According to caretaker Janine 
Dizon, Quiambao has been in the 
business for more than 10 years. 
Like the parol, the business has 
evolved into making the tradition- 
al star Christmas lanterns to capiz. 

‘The star parol is usually hand- 
made by Quiambao's wife Renz. 
The flat ones cost only P15 to 


“PERHAPS the best Yuletide 
decorationis being 


P25. 

He later added the capiz 
lanterns as encouraged by a friend. 
‘The capiz is more complicated. The 
pieces of capiz are boiled in water 
"with color before putting it to а 
steel frame. Small light bulbs are 
then added. These bulbs are re- 
placeable. The cheapest of these 
types of lanterns cost from P1,000 
to P4800. More expensive per- 
haps, but these lantems are stur- 
dier and last several years, too. 

Quiambao's parols have be- 
come fixtures in trade exhibits, 
опе of the reasons workers begin 
making parols during the month 
of March. Aside from bulk orders, 
Dizon said, Ro-Renz also makes 
street décor, such as those giant 
flower parols lined up in several 
streets in the country. 

Pampanga is considered as the 
home of parols. An annual 
Lantern Festival used to be held 
at the Paskuhan but in recent 
years it has relocated to the near- 
by shopping mall. 

It has inspired the creativity of 

иснтр 


wreathed in smiles’. From an 2/85 


anonymous, wise man to this 
опе happy child, the true i7 
message of Christmas lies in = 
giving and receiving 
somethingassimple but 
lasting as a smile. From bab 
Philipp Torlee and рара: 5,6 
Christian and mommy 272 
Rowena of Hanover, ^ 
Germany, ‘Frohe 2 Y 
Weihnachten" ХӘ 

^ 
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HAVE you tried Chicken Adobo on a pizza yet? 
Imagine large chunks of flavorful chicken adobo, 
mushrooms, and onions on a hot bed.of moz- 


| zarella and a pan pizza crust. You can now try the 


# 


signature flavor of Fat Boy Pizza Pasta in its new- 
ly opened dine-in restaurant at Banawe Street in 
Quezon City Take a break from your hectic 
Christmas shopping at SM City Bicutan, all Ever 
Gotesco malls, CVC Supermarket, Manotoc and 
Karuhatan Streets in Valuenzuela and Puregold 


`: Supermarket Cubao and Commonwealth. 


in fact in only one year Fat Boy's has expand- 
ed from its 10 mall friendly kiosk-style chain to 
its first sit-down diner complete with delivery 
service. This is due to its consistent promise of. 
excellent taste and value that keep loyal cus- 
tomers coming back. Other popular menu items 
are “all-out on toppings” Super Supremo, 
Supremo and All-Meat Special Pan Pizza 

Crispy Fried Chicken and Pasta are also avail- 
able at affordable prices. Nearby residents of 
Banawe can even have their orders delivered to 
their Christmas parties by calling 712-1121 or 


New treat for Christmas sh 


` 412-7060. 


iPod, mobil 
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ers 


gift lists worldwide—Icom survey 


TODAYS increasingly electronic world is es- 
pecially evident at holiday time. A recently 
conducted survey of Icom agencies found that 
electronics are high on many shopping lists 
around the world, with Apple's iPod and mo- 
bile phones, especially high-end phones and. 
those incorporating cameras, topping the 
lists. 

Of 49 respondents (from 44 agencies in 33 
countries) to the question, "What do you ex- 
pect to be the hottest gift items in your market 
for the holidays?,” more than one-third (18) 
named iPod, specifically, and 22 named the 
‘category of mobile phones. 

iPod got more citations in North America 
(7) and Asia (5) while mobile phones cap- 
tured more in Europe (10) and Latin Ameri- 
ca(6). 

Many respondents also said a variety of 
other electronics should be big sellers, includ- 
г ing flat screen TVs, 
personal DVD play- 
ers, SLR digital cam- 


eras, DVD players and recorders, PDAs and 
computers. 

Respondents named many major brands as 
expected to do well in the electronics and cell 
phone categories, bur for computer equip- 
ment, the Sony Vaio and Apple Mac and 
Powerbook stood out. 

Electronics are also expected to be big sell- 
ers for kids as well, including cell phones and 
iPods, along with Sony PlayStation, Microsoft. 
Xbox and Nintendo systems, Game Boy in 
particular and the most recent videogames 
forthem. i 

Rollinsville, ^ Colorado-based Кот 
(wwwicomagencies.com), the most balanced 
of international independent advertising 
agency networks, periodically conducts sur- 
veys among its members to take a pulse on 
happenings around the world. With its 80- 
plus advertising agency members in more 
than 55 countries, Icom covers 95 percent of 
the world’s markers, 

For the most part, members are quite opti- 


mistic about a strong Holiday season. The ex- 
ceptions among the 33 countries responding 
were Italy, Pakistan, South Korea, Spain and 
Venezuela. Within the United States, predic- 
tions ranged from slightly higher sales than 
last year to a very strong season. 

While new ideas like a DVD of the “Sein- 
feld” shows, Sirius satellite radio and the 
Jennifer Lopez J. Lo fragrance are on shop- 
ping lists, so are old-standbys such as Bar- 
bie, Barney the Dinosaur, scooters, choco- 
lates and other confectionery, jewelry, 
watches, diamonds, clothing, books and 
fragrances. 

In some countries-Chile, Hong Kong, In- 
donesia, and Vietnam-travel packages, espe- 
cially outside the country, are highly desired. 

Merchandise tied to movies and TV pro- 
grams also received numerous mentions. 
Anything from action figures to pajamas fea- 
turing Sponge Bob Square Pants or the "In- 
credibles" plus the "Shrek 2" DVD are expect- 
ed to be hot sellers. 


12 Weeks of Christmas Cheer 
cat Festival Supermall 


FESTIVAL Supermall in Filinvest, sicHallon Dec. 12at2 p.m. will also prizes to add more cheer to your 


Alabang is now on its 10th week of 
its annual 12 Weeks of Christmas 
holiday celebration of promos, mu- 
sic, fun, contests and all-around 
family entertainment. 

The Holiday Flavors and Kitchen 
Stuff begins on Dec. 13 to 19, at the 
2nd Level Carousel Court. Prepare 
for a showcase of the latest in 
kitchen, tools and gadgets in an in- 
teractive display and exhibit as well 
as a recipe showcase of easy to cook 
dishes for the holiday season 

On the 4th Level, C-Square, a Dis- 
play of Christmas Lanterns awaits 
you on Dec. 11 at 5 pm. It will 
showcase all entries to the "Inter- 
School Christmas Lantern Competi- 
tion”. A definite sight to behold. 

Dec. 11 and 12 also marks the 
MTV Youth Fair 2004. From 10 a.m. 
109 p.m., get ready fora weekend fi 
esta aimed at challenging the youth 
of today to have their own voice. Ex- 
pect celebrity guests, fabulous 
prizes, games, raffles and а super- 
charged concert to cap off the week- 
end. 

The 4th Level EWTrade and Mu- 


see some excitement and merriment 
as the "Karoling" Christmas Choral 
Competition Finals kicks off as part 
of a Christmas Medley Choral Com- 
petition open to all barangays, 
churches, schools and other institu- 
tions within: Muntinlupa and Cal- 
abarzon. 

The 2nd Level, Carousel Court 
sees more action and excitement 
from Dec. 17 to 19. First, its a hard 
rockin concert by Rivermaya on 
Dec. 17 at 2 p.m. Ogie Alcasid with 
the UST Jazz Ensemble performs its 
brand of holiday cheer on Dec. 18 аг 
2 p.m. And on Dec. 19, 2 p.m., it's 
fun for the whole family with the 
Sunday Playhouse, a staging of 
some of the most colorful and enter- 
taining musicals at 2pm followed by 
a special one-night only Christmas 
Concert by the Birthright Educators 
Foundation at 6 p.m. 

Dec. 18 is also a special day for 
kids, teenagers and adults who are 
young-at-heart with a special Bring 
Me Competition to be held at the 
3rd Level, X-site at 1 p.m. Enjoy an 
entire afternoon of fun, games and 


yuletide celebration. 

Dec. 19 offers something strictly 
for children: a Candy Cane Hunt! 
Children from 4 to 8 years of age 
may join this fun and exciting 
search at the 3rd Level of the Pixie 
Forest beginning at 1 p.m. 

As Christmas nears, the much- 
awaited awarding to the Christmas 
Lantern Competition will be held at 
the 4th Level, Expo Trade and Music 
Hall at 1 p.m. May the best and 
brightest win! 

To cap of the holiday season, re- 
lax and unwind with a Christmas 
dance competition entitled, Holiday 
Rhythms, on Dec. 26, 4 p.m. at the 
2nd Level Carousel Court. This will 
be open to dance enthusiasts of any 
style and discipline, from age 
groups 15 to 25 years old. 

So, take time out to enjoy all the 
sights and sounds this Christmas 
season as Festival Supermall winds 
тар its 12 Weeks of Christmas cele- 
bration with a bang. From exhibits 
to concerts to games, there's always 
something for everyone this holiday 
season at Festival Supermall. 


A ‘Looney Tunes’ adventure with Adventurer 


HAVE an adventure this Yuletide season with 
your favorite “Looney Tunes" character with 
Adventurers Do-It-Yourself box. 

"These fun boxes are not just toys. They also 
educate children by allowing them to play 
with colors with the half-colored boxes. You 
can put your things inside the boxes to havea 
clurter-free environment, or use these boxes 
to wrap your gifts. You can also turn these 
boxes into miniature lanterns by putting a 
lantern light (sold separately) 

Available in Bugs Bunny, Tazmanian Devil, 
Sylvester and Tweety character designs, the 
‘Adventurer Fun Box is available ас all Nation- 
al Book Store branches and other leading de- 
partment stores and wholesalers nationwide. 


Next Week 


Holiday Rhythms: Making merry with PA Christmas Cards 


= Christmas Dance Competition 


Dance lo the holiday beat and get a chance to 
win cash prizes on Dec. 26, 4 PM, 


сөй Customer Servei at 
650.35 14 or vet webs 
ers lostlsupermal com 


Holiday Mall Hours: к 
Dac.3-22:10 am -10 pm + Dec. 23: 10 am- 12 mnght + Dec. 24 & 31:10 aim-7 рт 


IL Carousel Court. 
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TIRED of giving the usual Christmas 
card but can't do without that person- 
altouch? 

The P Lhuillier Insurance Agency, 
in partnership with its insurance 
and card provider Malayan Insur- 
ance Company, reintroduces the 
Personal Accident Christmas Card- 
the perfect gift that captures the 
season's true meaning of glving, 
sharing and loving. 

‘The Personal Christmas Cards (PA 
Christmas Cards) include accidental 
death and dismemberment benefits 


ina greeting card form. It's the Christ- 
mas card with a twist! 

For the same price of a commer- 
cial Christmas card, the PA Christ- 
mas Card incorporates a personal 
accident insurance cover for each 
recipient, At a cost of P20 per card, 
fecipient enjoys P10,000 worth of 
accidental death and dismember- 
ment (ADD) coverage, P35 cards 
include a P20,000 ADD coverage, 
while the PSO cards include a 
P50,000 ADD coverage for the re- 
cipient. 


* BEST COPY AVAILABLE * 


For volume purchases (minimum 
ofa thousand pieces), the cards may 
be customized. Family pictures, spe- 
cial greetings and/or messages may 
be included to give your special gift 
that personal touch, 

The P Lhuillier Insurance Agency 
and Malayan Insurance assure cus- 
tomers hassle-free processing and 
maximum benefits at the best possi- 
ble price. 

For inquiries on the PA Christmas. 
Card, call the P Lhuillier Insurance 
Agency at 895-1093 or 895-1777. 
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| Sew in that Holiday spirit : 
‘SURELY nothing compares to place the fabric pieces togeth- 
the joys that the holiday sea- ет by sewing in 1.4" (6mm) 
son brings. But it gives even from the raw edges using 
s greater pleasure to be sur- short stitches; leave 1” open- 
à Зыр. WALE, ү j rounded by beautiful Christ. ing to insert polyester fiber 
the parol makers. Some parols y ? p mas-themed decorations filling, stitch eter care- à 
Sand all at 40 (нн, serong to 5 $ drawn out from one's own ef- fully leaving a seam al- 
the book “Pasko! The Philippine 4 2 f fort and inherent creativity lowance of 1/8” (3mm); en- 
Christmas.” The much-awaited : f using a highly reliable Singer hance each piece with frilly 
parade of giant lanterns yields sewing machine. ` Christmas designs using fab- 
entries from several towns in Singer, the brand synony- ric paint tubes with fine tips; 
Pampanga. According to locals, mous to sewing machine, is use pinking shears for a fancy 
the making of parols is a concert- giving out a few tips for an edge finish, 
ed effort from volunteers in the easy time at sewing adorable Now made even more af- 
local government units. cookie-cutter shaped pieces to fordable for the budget-con- 
Tt also brings in tourists who hang on a tree or select nooks scious enthusiasts, Singer of- 
‘want to witness and be awed by FA Bi Ig > art 3 5:4 i throughout the home. Here's fers a zigzag sewing machine - 
theartistry and colorful designs. E 22. j Ў how: trace cookie cutter or MEG 5430 for as low as 
‘The book also notes that the"tra- mco E /i 7. heart shape on paper witha P1,690 down payment with 10 
dition of parol folk art dates back to 5257 E ДЕ 1 pencil, put % (6mm) seam al- easy monthly installments for 
1928 when artisan Francisco Es- Fo 3 {. lowance; cut fabric pieces ac- only P1,090. The "Sew Afford- 
tanislao first constructed the origi- А x cording to the shape in the able" promo is good until Dec. 
mal, simple five-point star lantem, . 2. 9 || pattern; set aside ribbon (for 31 only For inquiries call 
lighted by either a candle of kalburo gos Р ЖЫ | hanging) tobe glued in atthe Singer Customer Hotline 1- 
(carbide) lamp, as a symbol of the PS a = ae ‘upper part of the decoration; 800-100-Singer or 527-9958. 
‘Star of the Bethlehem.” at ы =e M ^ 
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Apple 
Strudel 


AREYOU looking for that special gift this Hol- 
iday season? Something that will truly be ap- 
preciated by the person you're giving it to? A 
gift that is perfect to bring to any party? Well, 
look no further. The perfect gift for that spe- 
cial person or persons is here. Share a Ritz Ap- 
ple strudel with the special people in your 
lives this Holiday season and experience 
“Loveat first bite!” together. 

Recently, Singapore has been a source of 
numerous feasts for the palette, from breads 
to coffee shops. Here is something different. A 
pastry like no other, a pastry that will give you 
a taste of heaven-who knows, maybe even a 
pastry that will make you fall in love. 

Ritz Apple Strudels are delicious, high- 
quality pastries consisting of layers of spongy 
sliced apples, crispy filo pastry sheets, only 
the freshest cream, and creamy light custard, 
giving the pastry the perfect flavor with just 
the right sweetness and flakiness. Just the 
sound of it makes the mouth water. 

Currently, Ritz Strudels are available in, of 
course, apple, mango, peach, strawberry and 
kiwi. The strudels are available in various 
sizes: sliced (good for 1 to 2), half (good for 3 
to 5), and full (good for 6 to 10). Ritz apple 
strudel only uses the freshest ingredients, 
making it a premium, high-quality product. 
To add to that, Ritz also has other pastries that 
are equally sensational for both kids and 
adults: chocolate cream puff, mini-custard, 
frutti puff, four seasons, just to name a few. 
Ritz Apple Strudel also serves its own house 
brand of coffee. Brewed from the freshest 
beans in the store and served as the perfect 
complement to the strudels. 

‘The great thing about Ritz Strudels is the 
pastry! With its crunchiness and perfect taste, 
as well as the right blend of cream and cus- 
tard inside, it just makes the strudel some- 
thing to die for. It’s not too sweet, yet the taste 
is just right. 105 hard to explain. Taste it for 
yourself and discover what “Love-at first 
bite!” means. 

Experience “Love at first bite" at Ritz Apple 
Strudel and Pastry in any of the following lo- 
cations: ground floor of the Madison Square, 
Ortigas Avenue, North Greenhills, San Juan; 
ground floor of the Shangri-La Plaza Shop- 
ping Mall, Mandaluyong City; lower ground 
floor, The Podium, Mandaluyong ; Food 
Choices, 3rd Level Greenbelt 3, Ayala Center, 
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baked bibingka and puto fr the Misa de Gn 6, the а to coincide with the Christmas music around town, tehsified, the time Where we m 
bumboi (traditional Whole country of у- ма e с celebration during ; priests knocked f doors to Wake Uf feel the presence of the:Lord, 
umbong: World's longest Christm: 1 з Eve. the faithful in time for Mass. F) the al preparation for the 
rice cakes) is in the air. People isa de Gallo literally means The ‘allo then took off. The — Today, while still called dawn Mass, 
wake ар at dawn, dress their 0! heRooster." lt was said to have been people and the whole community the rite has undergone changes and 
ner ING Shaner ie onto shee es Ba Spanish friar in the 18ih were happy НО results that they some even Hel Tu 
Gol bright streets to. hear té tenik Карда thanksgiving, decided to do the same event again... Thi vis 
© right st Mila was Holdat and again until other villages. 
Dawn. Mass ог Ма = En PR E Lisa 
de Gallo. kahaba  milesto 
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T: smell of charcoal- ci el s am. the prao ت‎ iled the end of. niang as ko itis the time wh: 


ALING FELY demonstrates 
how her famous ‘bibingka’ 
ismade 


FHOTOSBYRAQUELRGOMEZ 
Fe у Маг”: $ bibingkas ате AN EXPERIENCE of a.dewn gredients to go with the rice hardly noticeable. Very notice- ' 
Mass at Espiritu Santo Church cake such as more red egg and able, however, are the billows 
in Tayuman in Manila wouldn't cheese, add a few more bucks. of smoke from the clay ovens 
cooked the traditional be complete without going to FelyMars bibingka аге and a number of bibingka pa- 

R FelyMars Special Bibingka cooked the traditional way in trons who enjoy their quiet 
way-inredclay pans On stoe and satisfying ones red clay pans on top of clay snacks on torn dining tables 
morning hunger and thirst with ovens. Another sheet of iron and wooden benches. 
top of clay ovens. freshly cooked bibingka (tradi- with burning charcoal is Proprietor Fely Austria did 

‘ tional rice cakes) and tea. placed on top to cook the top not expect that her bibingka 
Another sheet of iron Located at 1030 Rizal Av- portion of the cake. would be such a tremendous 
enue, just below the LRT Tayu- As to the bibingka's recipe, hit—not only people from the 


i i iq man station, FelyMar’s has Felymars also uses traditional community bought from the 
with burning charcoal is been known in the area for its ingredients—special гісе, store, but people from other 


delicious and affordable bib- white and red eggs, cheeseand places too. FelyMar's sells 
placed on top to cook the freka that come with free tea. grated coconut for toppings. about an average of 300 rice 
A special bibingka is sold for The store, an old, unpainted cakes this Christmas season. 


portion of the cake. P30. But if you want more in- and darkly lit structure, is 


ABITEK2 
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The number would go up when the 
dawn Mass starts, according to Aling 
Fely. 

‘The store was opened in early 1992 by 
Aling Fely and her sister-in-law Marieta 
Austria. The two weren't selling bibing- 
ka but sago-gulaman drink (sweet drink 
made from brown sugar and jelly) and 
boiled bananas. 

Come late November, Aling Fely and 
Aling Mari tried to sell bibingka because 
it was Christmas season and they were 
anticipating the churchgoers from the 
dawn Masses in Espiritu Santo Church. 

By December 1993, Aling Fely and Al- 
ing Mari went full-time selling bibingka 
with only P700 as seed money. Aling Fely 
got the winning recipe for the bibingka 
from recollection. She used to work for a 
bibingka seller in Manuguit, Manila in 
the early 1980s. 

“A lot of people told us to sell bibingka 
instead of the previous stuff we were 
selling. They really liked the taste of our 
special bibingka and they've kept com- 


than what they 
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hristmas is really just around the corner. You can literally smell its presence 
through the smells of traditional foods and delicacies served during the oc- 


casion. 


Kakanin are snacks and sweets, 
usually made of sticky rice. 
Kakanin served in bilao (flat bas- 
kets) is often a combination of 


Puto and kutsinta (cakes made 
of rice fiour) are steamed in bam- 
boo tubes, large cakes or small 
molds, colored or white or beige 


or brown or purple, 


trapezoids or rectangles or 
wedges, and arranged in steam- 


ers, platters, or baskets. 


‘Suman, ibus, tupig, and tamales 
(rice and sticky-rice cakes) are 
wrapped in coconut fronds, ba- 
nana leaves, nipa leaves, etc, and 


m — 


ing back,” said Aling Fely. 

Aling Fely said she concentrated on 
making bibingka because she has per- 
fected its recipe. She once tried making 
puto bumbong, another rice delicacy, but 
it didn't turn out as delicious as her bib- 
ingka. “1 tried several times to make puto 
bumbong, but I was never able to get it 
out of the bamboo tube,” she said with a 
smile. 

Through the bibingka store, Aling Fe- 
ly, a widow, was able to send her two 
children to college. 

The store, which started only with two 
people, now has several people em- 
ployed. “We were able to provide work 
for our nephews and nieces as well,” 
said Aling Fely 

At FelyMar's bibingka are sold year 
round. On ordinary days, itis open from 
12 noon to 12 midnight. But this Christ- 
mas season, the store will be open till 
morning. FelyMar's has another branch 
in Doroteo Jose in Manila. 

_ Raquel R Gomez 
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December 25 (Christmas Day) closed « January 1 (New Year's Day) closed 
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give play to another kind of cre- 
ativity. 


Pale young coconut fronds are 
wound around suman sa ibus in 
most places; in Obando, Bulacan, 
darker green ones are woven into 
lile triangular baskets. 

Breakfast puto-maya is spooned 
into banana-leaf twists in the Ban- 
tayan market, into packets else- 
where. 

Tamales are steamed in banana 
leaf, the wrapping style varying 
with the area--flat or fat; tied or 
untied; trapezoid in Meycauayan, 
Bulacan. 

The puso in Cebu and Cagayan 
de Oro are fist-sized, woven со- 
солш leaf packages that hold 
steamed rice or "hanging rice" for 


чы 


sliced in 


lunch in the market, and for trav- 
eling. The tupig of the Ilocos are 
rice cakes served on holidays, or in 
cockpits, where they are both aes- 
thetic and convenient for eating 
during such exciting occasions. 
The early morning markets 
where these snacks are served as 
breakfast with chocolate, salabat 
ог ginger ale, or tea are the stalls 
that sprout outside churches dur- 
ing the simbang gabi or dawn 
Masses before Christmas, the day- 
time markets where the snacks be- 
‘come merienda or pantawid gutom 
Cbridging hungers between 
meals), the baskets of itinerant 


n—————————PooÓ€ 


‘ALOT of people told us to sell 
“bibingka? instead of the previous 
stuff we were selling. They really 
liked the taste of our special 
“bibingka! and they've kept 
coming back; said Aling Fely. 


‘Theater Drive сог. Commarce Ave, Alabang Town Center, 
Alabang-Zapote Rd, Alabang, Muntinlupa 
Tels. 850-7687 » 807-2208 Store Hours: 8:30 ат. 8:30 pm 


Buendia cor. South Superhighway 
Tels. 844-7386 + 813.7352 « 843-2468 
Storo hours: 9:0 am - 8:30 рт 


Greenhills Shopping Center 
Tels. 721-0592 7214642 
Store hours: 9:30 am -8:00 pm 
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“AMERICAN HOME” Makes Life Easier for 


Live the Dre 


you. 


In today's fast-paced living, you can have a 
hard time keeping up with everything around 
you, especially if you have your own pad, con- 
do or house, Because you're very busy doing 
all sorts of things, it would be very hard for 
you to find the time to take care of your home, 
to prepare the right meals, to wash your 
clothes or to even organize stuff in your 
Kitchen, Luckily for you, there are American 
Ноте® appliances. 

‘American Home appliances are made with 
elegance and function in mind. They are not 
only created to fit your home beautifully, they 
are also designed to make your lifestyle sim- 
pler and easier - to make life more enjoyable. 
American Home refrigerators, microwave 
ovens, washer-dryers, alr conditioners, coffee 
makers, water dispensers, rice cookers and a 
whole lot more are easy to operate and use. 
With them, you can save lots of time so you 
can be able to do the other things you need to 
do in today's demanding world. 

Each American Home appliance is loaded 
with innovative features and convenient 
functions to give you a hassle-free time in do- 
ing your household chores. 


Feel like a pro with the grill and 8 preset. 
cooking functions of the American Home 
AMW-GC2500 SX Microwave 


Cooking the right meals is done quick and. 
easy with American Home microwave ovens. 
‘They have the advanced CRS - concave reflex 
system, which makes use of concave reflec- 
tors inside the oven to better reflect the mi- 
crowaves for even and more efficient cook- 
ing. 


Becool and save up on your electricity bill 
with the American Home ABR-I8W 
Personal Refrigerator. 


Organizing your kitchen and storing foods 
are made simpler with American Home refrig- 
erators. They are easy on your electric bill 
with their energy efficient compressor. These 
refs are easy on the environment as well with 
their environment friendly refrigerants, 


Let the American Home LWHIBAW-3322 
Washing Machine be the perfect solution to 
all your laundry concerns 


Washing and drying tons of laundry is nev- 
er a problem with American Home twin tub 
washing machines. Each comes with a power- 
ful washer motor, a timer system and a very 
powerful spinner motor for more efficient 
washing, Other American Home appliances 
also deliver when it comes to making life easi- 
er for you. They can all be considered your 
household partners in modern living. 


American Home appliances come in ele- 
gantly designed exteriors that are easy to 
clean. Removing the toughest dirt, stains. and 
grime can be done in a jiffy. No need for differ- 
ent kinds of dirt removers or cleaners. Just 
wiping with a damp cloth will do. With these 
special exteriors, American Home appliances 
can match your counters or tabletops perfect- 
ly and they can easily add sophistication to 
any kitchen or dining room. 

And you'll be surprised to know that Ameri- 
can Home appliances are reasonably priced - 
giving you added ease when it comes to sav- 
ing and budgeting for a new appliance! You 
don't need to pay extra to get the conve- 
nience, elegance and quality with American д 
He appliances. 

SP Музоо yor favorite 
juice or shake with the American 
Home AMB-15L Blender. 


Enjoy your fresh brewed coffee in 
an instant with the American 
Home АСМ-1 16W Coffee Maker. 


KG 


American Home appliances are exclusively 
distributed in the Philippines by AHAM Cor- 
poration, a company that has been providing 
Filipinos with top of the line appliances for al- 
most a decade. Formerly known as CMTC In- 
ternational Marketing Corporation, the cor 
pany aims to upgrade the quality of life of Fi 
ipinos by giving them a full range of home ap- 
pliances at reasonable cost and value for 
money with the highest standard of quality. 

АНАМ Corporation is committed to pro- 
vide Filipinos with world-class, innovative 
home appliances and total customer satisfac- 
tion. This philosophy drives them to bring to 
the country great appliances like American’ 
Home appliances. ы 

American Home appliances will not only 
help you breeze through modern living and 
add function and elegance into your home. 
They will also help simplify your life. Get 
American Home appliances and live the: 
Dream now! American Home appliances are 
available at leading appliance stores nation- 
wide. H 


shopping is made more enjoyable this Holiday Season. 


May the warmth of happiness and love fill your home this Chri 


pr 


a 
‘THE BEST THINGS IN LIFE ARE’, FREE 


“AMERICAN HOME Christmas 


With American Home appliances at Duty Free Philippines, 


"AMERICAN HOME” 
Live the Dream! 


istmas! 


hristmas carols have tra- 

ditionally become part of 

the Filipino celebration of 
Christmas. In a country where 
the Christmas season is ob- 
served the longest in the world, 
we hear them being played as 
early as during the month of 
September. But more than 
knowing their lyrics and how 
they are sung, do we know the 
story behind each popular carol 
we ourselves hum during the 
holidays? 

One of the most popular Christmas car- 
ols is "Ang Pasko ay Sumapit (Christmas is 
Here)”. First sung in,1933 and composed 
by Vicente Rubi, the carol is one among the. 
many famous Tagalog compositions of lyri- 
cist Levi Celerio. Cast in lively duple time, 
the songs beginnings may be traced to the 
celebration of the Cebuano feast ofthe Pili- 
Kanipaan in December, where the most 
popular forms of entertainment were light 
musical plays. 

Since it was first used during a Cebuano 
festivity, its lyrics were originally in Ce- 
buano composed by Mariano Vestil. A Ce- 
buano playwright, Rafael Policarpio, then 
needed a song for a drama which called for 
a cluster of people with tansan or soft drink 
crowns used as accompaniment to the 
singing of the daigon (Christmas carols) at 
the gate of a big house in exchange for a 
pinaskuhan or gift. This maybe reminds 
you of Christmas caroling. Its original Ce- 
buano text was entitled “Kasadya Ning 
Taknaa" ("How Happy Is This Time"). The 
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song became an instant hit after its first 
performance held in Old Opon, now Lapu- 
Lapu City. With its first recording 17 years 
later under the Mareco label, manufactur- 
er of Villar records, the song is soon im- 
mortalized in the annals of Philippine 
Christmas carols. "Ang Pasko Ay Sumapit" 
bids us to make merry with festive songs 
during the season, but with a sobering re- 
minder of the ensuing New Year and a 
fresh, new start to life. 

‘Another very popular Christmas carol is 
“Pasko Na Naman (Its Christmas Time 
Once Again)” which is found in many a 
Christmas song medley such as those by 
Joel Navarro and Lucio D. San Pedro. Itis 
another composition by Levi Celerio and 
music by Felipe Padilla de Leon. The song 
was originally arranged for band and 
choral accompaniment for chamber or- 
chestra by Lucio D. San Pedro in 1976. It is 
in two-part paso-doble which shifts minor 
to major tonality. With its lively tune, the 
carol is a fitting final song of the misa de 
aguinaldo or dawn Mass. 

There are still a lot of Christmas carols 
very popular to Filipinos. Who would for- 
get “Noche Buena,” “Umawit ang Kam- 
pana,” "Mano Po Ninong” or “Sumilang 
ang Mesiya.” They have also become part 
of many song medleys we hear during 
Christmas. 

‘Another bit of trivia. Did you know that 
the first Filipino carols were sung as early 
as 1894? These were the “Invitation for 
Nativity” and the "Responsarium" com- 
posed by Marcelo Adonay. 

Joel V. Nigos 
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WHEELS Inc, the county's 
biggest dealer of multi-branded 
cars, is offering more choices and 
options to its valued clientele 
while ensuring that each cus- 
tomer experiences the best in 
terms of overall service. Wheels 
Ine has been in the business of 
selling cars for the past 27 years. 
The company hopes to satisfy nu- 
merous customer needs by offer- 
ing the widest range of respected 
Korean brands from-top-of-the- 
line luxury vehicles to the more 
popularly prized cars, from SUVs 
to all-purpose utility vehicles. 
This is the distinct advantage of 
Wheels, wherein the company is 
not limited to just one brand alone but three 
world-class car brands, namely Kia, Hyundai 
and SsangYong. At Wheels Inc, the company 
understands that each customer's needs vary, 
hence it extends competitive and flexible fi- 
nancial aid schemes to ensure that each cus- 
tomer is satisfied. Aside from this, the compa- 
пуз service center is incomparable wherein 


THE CHRISTMAS season is definitely an 
exciting time of the year. But it is also 
stressful with all the errands we make, 
getting through a sea of people and 
making our feet withstand long queues at 
the malls. Good thing there's Titania to 
help you feel a great sense of comfort this 
season with an array of products to 
pamper your feet. Titania Deodorizing. 
Athlete's Foot Soap with anti-bacterial 
agent, Titania softening lotion with 
Panthenol and Aloe Vera for an ultra soft 
skin in an instant, Titania's Deodorising 
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Sofah Restaurant 
unwraps 
Christmas packages 


SOFAH Restaurant, where fine dining is 
served with the secret spices of the East to- 
gether with the pleasures of the Western 
world, recently unveiled its mouthwatering 
Christmas packages of hot dishes and pas- 
ties. 

Families can feast on boxes of Oriental 
Roast Chicken, Chinese ChickenHot Pie, 
Christmas Seafood Noodles, Fish Fillet with 
Taoso, Stewed Beef Spareribs, Stewed Ox- 
21 апа Broccoli Flower with Toasted Gar- 
ic. 

For desserts and tea time during the Yule- 
tide season, customers can dip their fingers in 
boxes of Chinese Almond Cookies, Fried 
Sesame Balls, Tiramisu, Panacotta, and Blue- 
berry Cheesecake. 

The assorted Christmas packages come in 
colorful red and blue boxes wrapped with 
beads and ribbons fitted for the Holidays. 

Sofah general manager Grace Esguerra 
said all Christmas items are expected to be 
hot sellers among the regular patrons of the 
restaurant and exciting for people who are 
trying them for the first time. 

"These are food made perfect for the Holi- 
days, We have developed them over the last 
three years using special Sofah recipes," Es- 
guerra explained. 

Sofah Restaurant, located in Malate, has 
been serving a wide array of delectable dishes 
for the past three years. 

For Christmas package reservations, cus- 
tomers can call 523-2058 or 400-6572. 


five floors ofits huge building are specially al- 
lotted for servicing Kia, Hyundai, and SsangY- 
‘ong cars. With all of these in mind, why not 
visit Wheels for your dream car this Holiday 
season? Wheels Inc is located at 222 E. Ro- 
driguez Avenue, Quezon City. Call 727-6394 
(for Hyundai), 721-8448 (for Kia), and 411- 
3580 (for SsangYong). 


Shoe Spray to keep your feet from 
catching bad odor, Titania Foot and Bath 
Talcum with extra powerful and active 
ingredients that fight bacteria, Titania. 
Vital Foot Bath fora relaxing soap, 
Titania Foot Deo Soap, and Titania's 
Protective Balsam. Titania beauty care 
products is exclusively distributed by 
Filstar Distributors Corporation andis 
available at the Landmark, Sta. Lucia East 
Grand Mall, Crossings Department 
Stores, and selected Watsons and PCX 
branches nationwide. 


Dr. P Basic Medium 10 +1. 


Fs 


Free Promo is back 


IN THE Spirit of Christmas and in response to 
the increasing number of people clamoring for 
quality adult diapers at much affordable price, 
Dr. P recently launched its promo dubbed as 

d DEP Basic Medium 10+1 Free Promo. For ev- 
ery pack of Dr. P Basic Medium 10 diapers you 
buy, customers get one extra diaper pad free. 
Dr. P with its antibiosis and deodorization lay- 

ld: : Soe er protects wearer from odor causing germs so 

men you get more protection and more value for 

your money. The promo is available until sup- 

ply lasts and can be found in selected leading 
supermarkets and groceries nationwide. 
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18 MILLION, Her first album, “Come Away With Me,” sold that much 
and won 8 Grammys. 


Angelu de Leon 
surrounds self 
with sexy men 


WHEN SHE was of- 
fered a part in “All 
About Men ... Penis 
Talks,” Director Joel 
Lamangan's come- 
back theater project 
alter nine years, An- 
gelu de Leon readily 
accepted. 

“1 have great re- 
spect for Direk Joel 
Lamangan,” Angelu 
says. “Iwill never for- 
get that my first act- 
ing trophy was as 
Best Supporting Ac- 
tress for his ‘Bulaklak 
ng Maynila. He real- 
ly paid attention to 
me. | appreciate that. 

And the award in- 
spired me to improve 
my craft.” 

Indeed, Angelu 
has changed for the 
better. From "TGIS," 
where she played the 
role of a carefree girl 
and was teamed up 
with Bobby Andrews, 
she has been explor- 
ing all types of acting 
challenges. 

"One of my char- 
acters in "Penis Talks’ 
is Ate Birdie, hostofa "NAKAKALOKAH!" Angelu plays advice 
radio show who give Ate Birdie, and other roles 
gives advice to men," 

Angelu says. “But 1 

getto play other roles in this male revue. My God, Iam surrounded ай 
the while by gorgeous hunks led by Christian Vasquez, Luis Alandy, 
Carlo Maceda, Paolo Paraiso, Jeffrey Hidalgo, Douglas Robinson, Rus- 
sel Simon, and William Thio in their tiniest undergarments! Nakakalo- 
kat” 

After a successful five-day run last October, the revue returns to Mu- 
sic Mureum due ro insistent pubiic demand tonight and on tomorrow 
night. 

Aside from this theater stint, Angelu has just wrapped up “Aishite 
mast Mahal Kita," line-produced by Regal Entertainment Inc. for BAS 
Film Production Ine. An entry in the Metro Manila Film Festival, it also 
stars Judy Ann Santos, Jay Manalo, Raymart Santiago and Dennis Tril- 
lo. 

She is thankful for this role as well, "The movie is directed by Joel 
Lamangan and written by Ricky Lee, the same duo behind ‘Penis 
Talks.’ Super excited na ako about the Parade of The Stars on Dec. 
24" 

“Mahusay si Angelu (She's good)," comments Lamangan. "I am al- 
ways happy when she is in the cast. She is focused and talented. She 
deserves more acting roles that equal her talent. Magaling!” 

Produced by Manny Valera of DMV Entertainment Inc. and Arnold 
Vegafria of ALV Events International. "Penis Talks" also stars Jenine 
Desiderio and Rieci Chan. 

For inquiries, call Music Museum, 721-0635 or 721-6726, DMV En- 
terainment 374-1361 or 415-0373, Ticketworld 891-5610 or 891- 
9999 (National Bookstore). Or visit the website at 
herp:/Awww.penistalkstheplaycom. 
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Grammy-honored singer performs at Araneta in March 


GRAMMY Award-winning jezz/pop 
singer Norah Jones is performing at 
the Araneta Coliseum on March 12, 
2005, to be brought to the country by 
Globe Handyphone. 

The singer and pianist developed 
her unique blend of jazz and tradi- 
tional vocal pop with hints of bluesy 
country and contemporary folk, 
thanks in large part to her unique 
upbringing. 


Although she fully intended to re- 
turn to college that fall, the lure of the 
folk coffeehouses and jazz clubs 
proved too strong and she soon be- 
Came inspired to write her own 

songs. 
Jones appeared regularly with the 
trip-hop-electronica band Wax Poetic 
and assembled her own group 
around songwriters Jesse Harris 
(guitar) and Lee Alexander 


Bont on March 30, 1979in SHOW (bass), with Dan Rieser on 


New York City, the daughter of TIME drums. 


Ravi Shankar grew up quietly 

in Texas with her mother 
While she always found the music of 
Billie Holiday and Bill Evans both in- 
triguing and comforting, she didn't 
really explore jazz until attendi 
Dallas Booker T. Washington. 
School for the Performing and Visual 
Arts. 

In high school, Jones won the 
Down Beat Student Music Awards for 
Best Jazz Vocalist and Best Original 
Composition in 1996, and bagged a 
second Best Jazz Vocalist award in 
1997. She also earned a degree in 
jazz piano at the University of North 
Texas for two years before accepting a 
friend's offer of a summer sublet in 
Greenwich Village during the sum- 
mer of 1999. 


In October 2000, the 

group recorded a handful of 

demos for Blue Note Records and on 

the strength of these recordings, 

Jones signed up with the jazz label in. 
early 2001. 

Following an appearance on Char- 
lie Hunter's Songs From the Analog 
Playground, Jones spent much of 
2001 performing live with Hunters 
group and working on material for 
her debut. 

“Come Away With Me,” recorded 
by Craig Street and legendary pro- 
ducer Arif Mardin, was released in 
early 2002 and garnered a lot of pub- 
licattention. 

The combination of Jones' striking 
beauty and the fact that she was the 
daughter of an internationally 


renowned musician placed Jones irf 
the awkward position of defending 
her music from those who dismissed. 
her as another pretty face, or just an: 
other would-be riding the coattails of 
her musical royal heritage. H 

Although "Come Away With Me" 
wasn't by any stretch a legitimate 
jazz album, it featured jazz guitarist 
Bill Frisell and session drummer Bri- 
an Blade, and indicated a new direc- 
tion for Blue Note combining jazz 
aesthetics and talent with a pop sen: 
sibility. 

The album eventually went multi- 
platinum, selling 18 million copies 
worldwide and winning Jones eight. 
Grammy awards. M 

Just recently, Jones released he? 
highly-anticipated follow-up album, 
"Feels Like Home.” Pairing once more 
with producer Arif Mardin, she purs 
sued a similar approach to “Come 
Away With Me, mixing ‘70s 
singer/songwriter-style tracks with 
blues, country and her own mellow 
take on piano jazz. 

Presented by Globe Handyphone, 
the “Norah Jones Manila Tour 2005” 
is produced by ALV Events Interna- 
tional. For VVIP and VIP tickets and. 
corporate package inquiries, call 633- 
9825 to 27. 


ге your Disney favorites at Araneta Center! 


Royal Tea Party 


| with Real Princesses Belle & Cinderella — 


Ali Mall Dec. 17, 3pm, Activity Area « Farmers Plaza Dec. 18, 3pm, Activity Area 


Gateway Mall Dec. 19, 3pm, Activity Area 


Calling all Princesses! 
Join the two Disney Princesses in a magical afternoon of games and more surprises. 
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Plus, соте in your best Princess Costume and get a chance to win FREE tickets to the Disney On Ice show! 
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Nokia Holiday at Glorietta 


SANTA Claus, the most recogni — Like Santa, Nokia adds yuletide mail Santa’ using the Nokia 9500 
able Christmas character who isa cheer to the festive season as it jicator in Santas work- 
big part of the gift-giving season greets its supporters with Nokia isit the Doll/Gi factory with 
and also represents happiness and Holiday, which happens this week- 's latest fashion collection 
Joy. is believed to have come from. end, Dec. 17-19, at the Glorietta phones. 
a place near Rovaniemi in Activity Center. Test your N-Gage QD skills and be 
Finland. Today, the Akafellas rewarded in Santa's Game Room. 
Finland is also known for SHOW are expected to sere- Be the first to see upcoming Nokia 
its reindeer and the natural nade the crowd with: products, and get a chance to havea 
phenomenon known as the TIME Christmas carols and give - photo taken with Santa at the Pavil- 
aurora borealis or the north- surprises as Nokia pre- ion and Gallery using Nokia 6630, 
em lights. Another thing sents its latest mobile and have it printed at the Kodak 
Finland takes much pride in, andto phones and original phone en- Kiosk, 
which Filipinos can relate is Nokia, hancements. Christmas icons will be given at 
the world's leading mobile phone Explore the Nokia Holiday Castle the entrance. Special prizes are at 
supplier. with its different theme corners. E- stake every hour. 


Geneva kicks off holiday tour 


For Seal Rosereton. cal ssacere  @ HAROLD AND KUMAR GENEVA Cruz kicks off her holi- quise Entertainment. "TH also Бу тө 
LATE NIGHT SCREENING. day bar tour with a performance sing ‘Di Na "Ko Aasa' which I 
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Geneva kicks 


off holiday 
bar tour == 


quite some time, 1 feel the need to touch base 
again with my fans,” she says. 

“Tm also proud to be back under the man- 
agement of ALV Production, headed by my 
very good friend and mentor, Arnold Veg- 
afria.” 

“And besides,” she adds, “this bar tour 
should also serve as a prelude to a big Valen- 
tine's Day show that we're cooking up for next 
year" 

‘The former Smokey Mountain singer is also 
preparing new material for her new album, 
slated for release by mid-2005. She's also 
planning to further her acting career soon, 
and is eyeing potential leads in the movies 
and TV soaps. 

"Tm very excited about it because I'm plan- 
ning to do duets with some of the biggest 
names in the live concert arena, who also hap- 
pen to by my good friends," Geneva says. 

Tn the meantime, watch Geneva sizzle at 
the Dish tomorrow night as she flaunts her 
curves, her steamy and sizzling dance rou- 
tines, and her rendition of pop and R&B fa- 
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* METRO MANILA CINEMAS * 


CINEMA ACCESS , 
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friends on their magical journey to | 
Far Far Away..again! 
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Dec. 26 DISNEY ON ICE 2pm/6pm 


Dec. 27 DISNEY ON ICE 2ртібрт 
Dec. 28 DISNEY ONICE 6pm 


Dec. 29 DISNEY ONICE 2pm/bpm 
Dec. 30 DISNEY ONICE 2pm/6pm 
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Character to be filled: 

BARTON 

Occupation: 

Brand Manager. 

Age range: 

28 to 32 years old 

Profile: 

Barton Is the life of the party. 
Sopd-ooking and good naturod, he is 
a bom soolalizer who knows. АУ, 
and overybody, If Мв. Congeniality had 
а male counterpart, he'd bo ft. Often 
seen їп all the happenin' events, usually 
with a group of friends gathering around. 
fo listen to fiim, Genorous and sporty, 
Barton Is also Into cars and racing. 
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Impossible to prepare Jacko defense, lawyers say 


LOS ANGELES—Lawyers for pop star 
Michael Jackson have “reluctantly” 
asked a judge to delay his trial on child. 
molestation charges, saying that prose- 
cutors have made it impossible to pre- 
parea defense in time. 

‘Attorneys for Jackson said prosecu- 
tors have recently turned over 22,000 
pages of discovery material that must 
be analyzed, and supplied them with a 
witness list that includes people who 
don't exist. 

They also argued, in court papers 
submitted Dec. 10 and made public on 
‘Tuesday, that a raid on Jackson's Never- 


land Valley Ranch this 
month shows that prosecu- 
tors were still investigating 
the 46-year-old entertainer. 
Lawyers for Jackson said 
they believed Santa Barbara 
County District Attorney 
Tom Sneddon was not pre- 
pared to go forward with a 
trial and may have conduct- 
ей the search to force а de- JACKSON 
lay. 
“The defense is hesitant to, in 
essence, give the district attorney what 
he wanted by requesting a continu- 


ance,” Jackson's attorneys 
said in the court papers. 
"However, given the facts 
articulated below, it has be- 
come clear that a continu- 
ance is necessary to protect 
Mr. Jackson's right to a fair 
trial.” 


Gag order 
Separately, Superior 
Court Judge Rodney 
Melville has ordered a member of Jack- 
son's defense team to appear in his 
courtroom next week to explain why he 


should not be held in contempt of court 
for remarks he made to a New York 
newspaper. 

Prosecutors asked that attorney Bri- 
an Oxman be held in contempt for 
speaking about the case to a New York 
Post reporter, which they claim violates 
Melville's gag order in the case. 

Melville has barred the parties from 
discussing the case in substance. 

Jackson, charged in a 10-count in- 
dictment with child molestation and 
conspiracy, is to stand trial on Jan. 31. 
The singer has pleaded innocent. 

Reuters 


[ALL SMILES. Kris Aquino (center) is flanked by fellow cast members of ‘So Happy Together? From left, Rainier Castillo, Yasmien Kurdi, Jennylyn Mercado and Mark Herras, 


Mother Lily's magic eye 


YOU'VE got to hand it to Regal's "Moth- 
er Lily” Monteverde. 

After 40 years of discovering, hon- 
ing and creating stars, she still 
hasn't lost her magic eye for 
talent As publications crown 
their "personalities of the year," it 
comes as no surprise that those. 
selected from show biz were al- 
ready anointed by Mother Lily to ap- 
pear in a single Regal Film, the pioneer- 
ing, gal-meets-gay comedy, "So Happy 
Together" 

Here's a quick rundown of just some 
of the honors recently bestowed on the 
cas members: 

Kris Aquino is one of People Asia 
Magazine's “Showbiz People of the 
Year," together with "American Idol” 
finalist Jasmine Trias. Kris’ wonder- 


SHow 
Time 


ful, versatile work as a comedienne 
in *So Happy Together" is bound to 
have people buzzing well into the 
coming year A hilarious 
scene in the movie which 
has Kris being “manhan- 
died" by best friend Efic 
Quizon is reportedly giving 
the Movie and Television Re- 
view and Classification Board (MTR- 
CB) members bellyaches and 
headaches. 

Mark Herras, the “Starstruck” win- 
ner, has been voted Most Popular Young 
Male Star by readers of Yes! Magazine. 
He and “Starstruck” co-winner Jenny- 
lyn Mercado were also voted the Most 
Popular Love Team. Mark and Jennylyn 
make their movie debuts in “So Happy 
Together" But to give credit where 


creditis due, it was Kris Aquino's idea to 
cast them. 

Jennylyn Mercado is now a gold 
record awardee. Her debut album, "Liv- 
ing the Dream," has sold more than 
30.000 legal copies. Thars nothing to 
sneeze at during this time of rampant 
piracy. Jennylyn was also voted Most 
popular Young Female Star by Yes! 
readers. 

Jennylyn plays Kris’ rebellious 
daughter in “So Happy Together," and 
not even her mom can stop her from 
marrying Xander (Mark Herras) 

Eric Quizon, while filming “So Hap- 
py together,” received word that he 
had been chosen as associate director 
for the Hollywood film, “Wrinkles.” 
The Filipino-American film will be 
shown in mainstream American cine- 


mas, and has already been picked by 
HBO. So, right after finishing work on 
“So Happy Together,” Eric flew to the 
US. 

‘Those who've seen Eric’s hilarious, 
moving work as Kris Aquino's best 
friend in "So Happy Together" agree it 
isaward-worthy. 

And last but not least, four cast mem- 
bers—Jay-R, Rainier Castillo, Mark 
Herras, and Cogie Domingo—were in- 
cluded by the editors of S Magazine in 
their list of “Top 50 Pinoy Heartthrobs.” 

‘The comedy, an entry in the Metro 
Manila Film Festival, opens in theaters 
nationwide on Dec. 25. It is written by 
Ricky Lee and directed by Joel Laman- 
gan, produced by Roselle Monteverde- 
Teo and executive-produced by Lily Yu 
Monteverde for Regal Entertainment. 


Hilary Swank to play real-life murderer 


GLAMOROUS KILLER. Hilary Swank 


LOS ANGELES—Oscar-winning actress 
Hilary Swank will play a femme fatale 
їп "The Black Dahlia," che film version 
of a mysterious real-life murderer in 
Los Angeles, the industry press said 
Tuesday. 

‘Swank, 30, who won the best actress 
‘Academy Award for her role as a cross 
dressing woman in 1999's "Boys Don't 
Сту" joins fellow Hollywood stars Josh 
Hartnett and Scarlett Johansson in the 
cast of the new Brian De Palma film. 

“This has shaped up to be a strong 
young cast with material and themes 


that play to Brian's strengths,” said one 
of the producers, Art Linson, who also 
worked on De Palma's hit "The Un- 
touchables." 

Entertainment industry bible Dally 
Variety reported that the role in the pic- 
ture, which tells the story of two former 
boxers-turned-policemen investigating 
the brutal murder of a woman, calls for 
Swank to go glamorous. 

Her character is a seductress who is 
the spitting image of the murder vietim 
in the adaptation of James Ellroy's nov- 
el, which was in turn based on the bru- 


tal 1940s murder of an African-Ameri- 
can woman that sent shockwaves 
through Los Angeles 

‘The film, which has a budget of more 
than $30 million, is being produced by 
Avi Lerner, Linson, Rudy Cohen and 
Moshe Diamant and is due to begin 
filming in Bulgaria in April 

‘Swank was nominated Monday for 
two Golden Globe Awards for her less 
glamorous roles in Clint Eastwood's fe- 
male boxing film “Million Dollar Baby" 
and in HBO television's "Iron Jawed An- 
gels" AFP 


Barry Manilow series to revive aging Vegas Hilton 


LAS VEGAS— Barry Manilow, famous 
for songs such as "Mandy" and "Co- 
pacabana," has signed a long-term 
deal to perform at the Las Vegas 
Hilton hotel-casino. 

Manilow will perform five nights a 
week for 24 weeks through 2005 and 
into 2006, executives announced 
‘Tuesday. The 90-minute show pre- 
mieres Feb, 24 and is called 
“Manilow: Music and Passion.” 

Executives declined to discuss con- 
tract details. 

Manilow said at a news confer- 
ence that playing Las Vegas made 
perfect sense after he made the de- 


cision to stop touring. 

He said the show will include 
singers, dancers, a large band and 
new songs. 

“It won't be static,” Manilow said. 
"It will change every night.” 

His theater will hold about 1,700 
people after renovations. 

Manilow, who said he intends to 
write a Las Vegas theme song similar 
to "New York, New York,” is following 
in the footsteps of Elvis Presley, who 
once performed at the Hilton, and 
other singers such as Celine Dion, El- 
ton John and Gladys Knight. 


— Asked if he had gotten any tips... was builtin 1969. - 


from Dion about living and perform- 
ing in Las Vegas, Manilow said no, but. 
added: “ГІ give her a call." 

The Manilow deal is part of a plan 
to reinvigorate the aging Las Vegas 
Hilton. 

Casino giant Caesars Entertain- 
ment Inc, sold the property to a sub- 
sidiary of Los Angeles-based Colony 
Capital LLC earlier this year in a deal 
worth $280 million. 

Rudy Prieto, Las Vegas Hilton chief 
executive and general manager, said 
Manilow will help restore the luster 
to the 3,000-room hotel-casino that 


X 


HE'LL WRITE a new song, Manilow promises. 
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Da King had 5 best traits ABS-CBN survey says 


Filipinos seek in a hero 
By Volt Contreras 


Gy THIS, scholars of Philippine culture 
agree: On- or offscreen, whether throwing 
choreographed punches or secretly handing 
out gifts, Fernando Poe Jr. supplied the top 


qualities that Filipinos seek in a hero, 


2 Тһе Filipinos’ concept of spirituality, their 
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Susan presses attack: Nobody will te 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


THE OPPOSITION appears to have 
found a powerful voice in Susan Ro- 
ces. 

Although her family, supporters 
and opposition politicians are quick 
to reiterate what the widow of Fer- 
nando Poe Jr. herself has said more 
than once—that she is not jumping 
into politics—the statements she 
made in interviews with the giant TV 
networks indicated that her voice as a 
private citizen would be no less 
scathing. 
© А conversation between Roces and 
10 young members of the House, 
which took place yesterday shortly af- 
ter midnight at the St. Martins 
Chapel a few feet away from where. 
her husband's coffin stands, again un- 


derscored this point. 

“My personal goal is to unearth the 
truth. Then we can proceed with 
whatever has to be done," Roces told 
the lawmakers who had come bear- 
ing a House resolution, signed by 
Speaker Jose de Venecia and set in a 
frame, expressing condolences on her 
husband's death. 

She said that in time, “nobody will 
tellus to shut up"—an apparent refe 
ence to the note sent to then Magui 
danao Rep. Didagen Dilangalen by a 
‘woman from the gallery who was an- 
noyed by his questioning of the man- 
ner in which the votes in the May 
presidential election were being can- 


“we will not proclaim in an hour 
when everyone is sleeping, like a thief 
in the night.” 

Poe, the standard-bearer of the op- 
position, lost to Ms Arroyo by over a 
million votes in the canvass. His elec- 
tion protest is pending at the Presi- 
dential Electoral Tribunal. 

"The meeting that the INquinen wit- 
nessed particularly showed the depth 
of Roces' understanding of Philippine 
politics, according to Rep. Darlene 
Custodio-Antonino, deputy minority 
leader. 

"The [Poe] couple obviously dis- 
cussed the problems [of the nation]. 
"They saw what the problems were. 


vassed. 

“And also,” Roces said, apparently 
referring to President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's proclamation in the wee hours, 


Its just now that it is coming out how 
much they have talked about the 
problems of the people,” Custodio 


public agrees with Susan 


By Fe Zamora 
and Luige A. del Puerto 
WHEN Da King's widow Su- 
san Roces complained that 
her late husband had been 
“belted” and cheated by his 
political enemies, the public 
ве.свм лоз «З 
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NOW SHOWING inside the Sto, Domingo Church compound are FP] movies, treat for the long and 


SUSAN/A21 slow-moving line of weary mourners who keep turning out by the thousands to see their fallen idol. 


JDV loses "light of my life? 


TOGETHER: Arm-in-arm the De Venecias are a portrait of the quintessential happy family. From right, KC, Speaker Jose de 


Venecia, Gina and Christopher de Venecia. 


KC on life: 
‘See what 
is good in 
everything’ 


By Carlito Pablo 
and Nancy C. Carvajal 


HER death bore all the irony of a 
tragedy: A girl living in а magnifi- 
cent home and trapped in a room 
with no exit as the flames roared 
toward her. Daughter of one of the 
most powerful men in the Philip- 
pines--and there was no one who 
could help her. 

Maria Kristina Casimira (KC) 
de Venecia was one young girl 
who did not believe in giving up, 
friends said, and to her last mo- 
ment, she did not. 

Showing her presence of mind 
ag fire raged through the family 
residence in Dasmariñas Village, 
KC apparently wrapped herself in 
a wet blanket and ran to the bath- 
room, hoping she would be safe 
there, 

4 But she did not reckon with the 
fury of the flames and the terrible 
power of their smoke. 
з KCONLIFEJA22 
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ONTRIALfor conduct. 
unbecoming, Gen.Carlos Garcia 
with his lawyer Constantino de 

Jesus. 


The President got failing 
marks in almost all key eco- 
nomic concerns from carrying 
out fiscal reforms to curbing 
corruption to addressing the 
population issue, according to 
a joint survey of members of 
five foreign chambers led by 
the American Chamber of 
‘Commerce and two local busi- 
ness groups led by the Makati 


Business Club. 


that was 


fice on June 30. 


‘The survey showed that 75.6 
percent of respondents were dis- 
satisfied with the administra- 
tons performance, including 
32.6 percent that was “extreme- 
ly dissatisfied” and 43 percent 
“somewhat 
satisfied” with Ms Arroyo who 
was assessed since she took of- 


By Carlito Pablo,” 
Cynthia D. Balana 
and Margaux C. Ortiz 


THREE WORDS—and then her 
cell phone went dead. 

“Atel Help! Help!" 

‘That was the desperate cry 
that rang through the cell phone 
of Maria Kristina Casimira “KC” 
de Venecia , 16-year-old daugh- 
ter of Speaker Jose de Venecia, 
on Thursday night as walls of 
flame turned 2288 Magnolia St., 
Dasmariñas Village, Makati City, 
into an inferno. 

It was not clear what KC did after her 
words were cut off but some two hours 
later, firemen found her body bundled 
ina wer blanket in a bathroom. She had 
apparently died of suffocation. 

The 8th grade student at the Interna- 
tional School was the lone fatality in the 
three-hour blaze which investigators 
said could have been caused by the 
strings of Christmas lights coiled 
around the main staircase. 

‘According to the house staff, they 
saw the Christmas tree burst into 
flames, firemen said. 

"We repeatedly tried to go inside 
with the brave firemen of Makati but. 
this fire was so strong and the smoke 
was so heavy" De Venecia told re- 
porters. "Mayor Jojo Binay was with us 

JV Loses) A22 


75.6% of businessmen dissatisfied with gov't 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


А MAJORITY of Filipino and 
foreign businessmen are dis- 
satisfied with the performance. 
of President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo in the past six months, ac- 
cording to a survey of leading 
foreign and local business or- 
ganizations released yester- 
day, 


Only 21.6 percent said they 
were “somewhat satisfied” 
with the administration's 
overall performance. 

‘The survey showed a large 
majority of the country's top 
business executives believe 
the President was not doing 
enough ог just "barely 
enough" to address the fiscal 

7596 OF BUSINESSMEN/ A6 
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Detained general wants 
to be home for Christmas 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


THE MAN detained for unexplained wealth 
wants a holiday during the holidays. 

Maj. Gen. Carlos Garcia, accused of amass- 
ing P143 million in cash and various assets 
through questionable means, yesterday asked 
the general court-martial for a four-day 
Christmas and New Year break to be with his 
family. 

Ina letter, Garcia asked that he be permit- 
ted to leave his detention quarters at Camp 
Aguinaldo from 8 a.m. on Christmas Eve until 
8 a.m. on Dec. 26, and from 8 a.m. on New 
joaneonooc “Year's Eve to B a.m. on Jan, 2. 


Military prosecutors immediately rejected 
the request, which court-martial president 
Maj. Gen. Emmanuel Teodosio read toward 
the end of yesterday's hearing. 

"І have never ever crossed a situation 
where an accused who is facing serious 
charges before a general court-martial is al- 
lowed what is equivalent to a Christmas 
pass," Lt. Col, Pedro Davila, assistant military 
prosecutor told the general court-martial, 

"With all due respect, especially to General 
Garcia, especially in such a sensitive situation 
that we are facing today, I very respectfully, 
and humbly disagree and oppose the re 

DETAINEDI A20 
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NO WORDS: Stil stunned, Gina de Venecia gets 
a hug from President Arroyo at the Santuario de 
San Antonio in Forbes Park, Makati, where KC's 
‘wake is being held until her interment on Dec. 22. 


GMA approval . 
rating still down’ 
at negative 5% 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana. 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo suffered an4 
other drop in her public satisfaction rating ing 
the latest survey of the Social Weather Sta-# 
tions, which showed the Presidents perfor-5 
mance being uniformly deplored throughout 
all classes and regions of the country, giving 
her a net approval rating of negative 5 per- 
cent. 

‘The President was given the “thumbs 
down” on a host of issues, ranging from help- 
ing the poor and troubled Filipinos in the 
Middle East to ensuring that no family would 
go hungry, fighting crime, collecting taxes 
and eradicating corruption, 

The SWS’ 4th-quarter survey found 38 per- 
cent satisfied and 43 percent dissatisfied with 
the performance of Ms Arroyo, giving her a 
met satisfaction rating of negative 5 percent, 
one percentage point higher than her nega- 
tive 6 percent in a previous survey a month 
before. 

The SWS said it surveyed 1,200 people be- 
tween Nov, 23 and Dec. 2, 2004, It said the 
survey had a margin of error of three percent, 
anda 95 percent confidence level. H 

According to the SWS, the President's neg 
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WEATHER FORECAST 


FDRECAST Luzon will experince mostly cloudy skies with catered 
хайвоне. Tha restol country wil have partly cloudy to cloudy 


Skis with sed raisers. 
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Largest seizure 


я 
By Emir Emano Gamis 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau. 


IMUS, Cavite—Authorities seized an 
elfvan containing 100 sacks of ammo- 
mium nitrate that could produce 
about 30,000 dynamite sticks, and 
detonating cords during a raid on a 
warehouse in Julugan, Tanza, Cavite 
оп Thursday afternoon. 

1 Theraid was conducted by joint operatives 
df the Cavite Maritime Police Special Opera- 
tions Team and the Integrated Bar of the 
Philippines—National Environment Action 
“Team (IBP-NEAT). It was the second opera- 
on led by the IBP-Neat this year. 

“This is the largest seizure of blasting pow- 
der and detonating fuse in the history of the 
country. It will paralyze and is meant to para- 
{уте the blast fishing industry in the entire 
Souther Tagalog area,” said lawyer Antonio 
Oposa Jr, IBP-NEAT chair, and Magallanes 
Mayor Filomeno Maligaya, head of the Cavite 
Coastal Towns Anti-Illegal Fishing Team Task 
force Rainbow, ina joint statement. 
[Arrested after the raid on the warehouse 
were couple Alexander and Rebecca Ochoa, 
‘Owners of the contraband, and their driver 
Jovito Perido. 

Also seized during the. 
of timer fuse and two boxes of primex explo- 


Reds plan to declare limited 


By Delfin T. Mallari Jr 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau. 
and Christian V. Esguerra in Manila 


СЕМА CITY—New People's Army rebels also. 

fin to declare a unilateral ceasefire during the 
ioliday season but would be only limited to cer- 
‘gin areas, a rebel spokesperson said yesterday. 
tein a.statement, Gregorio "Ka Roger” Rosal 
Said the Communist Party of the Philippines is 


кады 


Second FRONT 


Textus your feedbac 


gums 


Mario Marasigan point at the van loaded with. 
sacks of ammonium nitrate. uoremuercuromon. 


sives with manufacturer's mark. 

‘Oposa said the confiscated items could dam- 
age hundreds of square kilometers of coral 
reefs. A bottle of blasting powder is said to have 
an impact on about 20-50. m radius, while a gal- 
lon has a 50-100 sq. m impact. 

Chief Insp. Mario Marasigan, head of the Po- 
lice Maritime Group in Cavite, said the Ochoas 
owned the warehouse and truck, which mem- 
bers of the Task Force Rainbow simultaneously 
raided in Barangay Julugan at around 3 p.m. 
based on two search warrants issued by Judge 
‘Aurelio Icasiano of the Trece Martires City. 

‘Oposa filed illegal possession of explosives 
before the provincial prosecutors office 


“considering the possibility of a ceasefire in 
deference to the people's traditional obser- 
vance of the holidays and to allow the revolu- 
tionary masses to celebrate the 36th anniver- 
sary of the CPP on Dec. 26.” 

‘The CPP announcement came a day after 
Malacafiang declared a 21-day unilateral cease- 
fire that took effect Dec. 16 and ends on Jan. 5. 
The ceasefire, however, does not prevent the 


army and police fòm conducting defensive oper. 


E-mail: pr_news@inguirencom.ph 


against the three yesterday. 

He said they would also file charges for "dere- 
liction of duty” against Julugan barangay captain 
‘Angelito Buenaflor and other village officials. 

“We are establishing a new order of publicac- 
‘countability. No foolishness (will happen) in a 
barangay unless the (officials have knowledge 
about it) and tolerates it. The barangay officials 
must answer for this,” Oposa explained. 

The Ochoas are reputed to be the biggest 
dealer of blasting caps in Southern Tagalog, 
according to Oposa. 

‘The Ochoas are also the single biggest sup- 
plier of dynamites to unscrupulous fishermen 
engaged in dynamite fishing in Bataan, Cavite 
and Batangas provinces. 

The operation was the result of a one-week 
police surveillance on the couple and the 
warehouse, according to Marasigan. 

"Intelligence (operations) was so good, 
they knew when [and where] the blasting 
caps will be delivered," Oposa said. 

The seized contraband was supposed to be 
brought somewhere in Binondo or Batangas, 
according to Marasigan. 

“This is a continuing crusade and we are 
sending this message: We will not stop until we 
have broken the neck of the blast fishing indus- 
try. We will bring them to the bar of justice for 
destroying the unequalled marine wealth of the 
country" Oposa said. With a report from Mar- 
Ton Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


ceasefire 


ations or pursuing NPA rebels in case of an attack. 

“їп the past, we declared a two-day ceasefire 
around Christmas and New Year's Day" Rosal 
said. "But we are not doing it this year to recipro- 
‘ate the governments truce offer. We may ask our 
forces to stand down depending on the situation 
‘on the ground—and only in areas where soldiers 
and policemen are not operating against us.” 

Rosal said they will issue an offical state- 
atient in the coming days. 
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Hiansen testimony a big boost 

THE TESTIMONY of Department of Finance executive Ernesto Hiansen is a major 
boost to the prosecution in the P5.3-blion tax credit scam case, according to 
Special Prosecutor Dennis Vila-ignacio. 

Hiansen, head of the ООРЗ One Stop Shop Inter-Agency Tax Credit and 
Duty Drawback Center, had filed an affidavit which is now being used by the 
Ombudsman as a "road map" to pin down government officials and private 
individuals involved in the multibillion-peso scam. Yesterday, Hiansen for- 
mally signed a memorandum of agreement that he would help the govern- 
ment in its case against the Chingkoe group of companies in exchange for 
immunity from the sult. Hiansen is the fourth witness to be granted Immunl- 
ty to help government prosecutors ріп down Faustino Chingkoe and other 
persons accused of defrauding the government P2.4 billion out of the P5.3 
billion in tax credit certificates (TCC) scam. “He is a very qualified, knowl- 
‘edgeable and competent witness," Vil hat is why he is be- 
ing demolished by the other group Armand N. Nocum. 


American sought over Davao blast 

THE DEPARTMENT of Justice has asked the US Embassy for help to track 
down an American citizen who was suspected to be behind an explosion ina 
Davao hotel in 2002. Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez said he asked Ameri- 
can authorities to help determine the whereabouts in the United States of 
Michael Meiring, a suspect in the blast that damaged the Evergreen Hotel in 
Davao on May 16, 2002. "I am writing the US Embassy to seek their assis- 
tance in this case," Gonzalez said. Meiring faces two arrest warrants for ille- 
gal possession of firearms and ammunition and for reckless imprudence re- 
sulting in damage to property. Philip C. Тибета 


P5.5M for Children's Hour at The Fort 


SOME 55 companies donated a total of P5.5 million to the Children's Hour 
during a benefit lunch, dubbed More Food for the Soul, at the NBC Tent, The 
Fort, on Dec. 16. Aside from the cash donations, the companies pledged an 
additional P1.6 milion for 2005. Children's Hour also announced the benefi- 
ciary organizations. More Food for the Soul was organized by Makati Bust- 
ness Club executive director and Children's Hour trustee Guillermo Luz. The 
full course lunch was prepared by master chef Billy King. 

Children's Hour raises funds by calling on individuals and companies to do- 
nate an hour's worth of their salary annually. Since August 2002, it has 
raised more than P33 million from 403 companies and 157,000 employees: 
"The donor companies include Union Bank, Landbank of the Philippines, AIG 
Group, Mirant Foundation, Makati Business Club, Nation Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, Smart Telecommunications, Globe Telecom, Jollibee and Ayala 
Group of Companies, among others. For details, visit www.children- 
shour.org.ph or email ask@childrenshour.org.ph. 
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By Armand N. Nocum 


ANOTHER ranking military official 
was charged with graft before the 
Sandiganbayan for allegedly 
awarding a P1.7-million communi- 
cations equipment to a supplier 
not officially registered with the 
Department of Trade and Industry. 

Charged with graft was Col. Mar- 
tin R. Virtudazo Jr, former chair of 
the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
Bids Negotiation and Awards Com- 
mittee of the AFP.Communications 
Electronics Service, along with oth- 
erunnamed officials. 

Virtudazo allegedly conspired 
with the owner of the Ronbans 
Enterprises in the purchase of 20 
modules of digital local lines in 
1997, despite knowing that the 
firm was not registered with the 
DTI, which made it an unquali- 
fied bidder. 


“It appears that there was laxity 
and negligence on the part of the 
BNAC members in allowing Ron- 
bans Enterprises to tender its bid 
and ultimately award thereto the 
contract for the supplies of (20) 
modules digital local lines despite 
the fact that it is not an officially 
Tegistered business with the 
(DTD," said the four-page memo- 
randum approved by Ombuds- 
man Simeon Marcelo on Dec, 16. 

The Ombudsman also charged 
Ronald Andres, owner of Ron- 
bans Enterprises, with graft. 

Marcelo also ordered a prelim- 
inary investigation of other mem- 
bers of the bids and awards com- 
mittee to determine their crimi- 
nal liability in the offense. 

They included a “Major Vi- 
noya, L.C., Jr, Capt. Calapis PA., 
Capt. Sera В.А. BA and SSG Ju- 
dich Escarilla." 


Congress goes on recess 
for Christmas holidays 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


CONGRESS went on recess start- 
ing yesterday for the Christmas 
holidays wihout passing three 
other vital tax measures which 
Malacafiang earlier lobbied for en- 
actment before the end of the year. 

Only the bill raising the excise 
taxes on so-called sin products 
such as cigarettes and alcohol 
was passed by the bicameral con- 
ference committee. 

But senators said the passage 
of the sin tax bill before the two 
chambers adjourned Thursday 
night was enough to make Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo happy 
during the holidays. 

“We ended up the legislative 
year on a positive note with the 
passage of sin taxes,” said Senate 
Majority Leader Francis Pangili- 

iho moved to adjoum the 
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session forthe long holiday break. 
The higher excise taxes on to- 
bacco and alcohol products 
which will be imposed starting 
January 2005 are seen to gener- 
ate P15 billion in revenues for 
the government. 
The sin tax bill, to be signed by 
Ms Arroyo next week, is the cen- 
terpiece of the eight tax bills pro- 
posed by Malacafiang to avoid a 
debt default im the next three 
years by raising as much as P80 
billion in additional revenues. 
Still up for floor deliberations 
are the bills on lateral attrition, 
tax amnesty and the rationaliza- 
tion of fiscal incentives. i 
Senate President Franklin jpg". 
Drilon banged the gavel to for- 4. - 
mally adjourn the last session for * 
the year to the applause of his fel- 
low senators. Congress will re- 
sume sessions on Jan. 10, 2005 — 
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GMA approval rating still down at negative 5% 
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ative rating, which showed little improve- 
ment from a previous SWS survey, was 
brought about by a general drop in public sat- 
isfaction with the national administration on 
several issues and to a decline in public per- 
ceptions of the loyalty of the Armed Forces to 
the President. 

A negative rating means that the number of 
people who disapprove of the Presidents per- 
formance outnumber those who approve. 

Ms Arroyo, who rose to the presidency in 
January 2001 after protests ousted her prede- 
‘cessor, Joseph Estrada, is the only President to 
score а negative rating in SWS polls since the 
fall of the late dictator Ferdinand Marcos in 
1986. 

In the previous Oct. 19 to Nov. 2 survey on 
women and peace, governance and develop- 
ment, 40 percent of those surveyed pro 
nounced themselves satisfied with the Presi 
dents performance while 46 percent said 
they were dissatisfied, giving her a net satis- 
faction rating of negative 6 percent. 

Ms Arroyo's ratings from the two succes- 
sive surveys were a steep drop from the 12 
percent she scored last August, two months 
after she narrowly won a fresh six-year term. 


Blame fiscal reforms 

The presidential adviser on communica- 
tions, Silvestre Afable Ш, attributed the Presi- 
dents negative rating to the fiscal reforms 
that she has been undertaking. 

е said the President was tackling the pub- 
lies concerns and was paying the price for her 
efforts to improve the economy. 

"These concerns have been there for a long 
time and the government is addressing 
them,” he said. 

"This has been a trend that has been there. 
for the past month and as we said before, the 
Presidentis paying a price for the reforms that 
she has been undertaking and the actions that 
she has taken to stabilize the economy and 
bridge the fiscal gap,” Afable said in a phone 
interview with reporters, 

Ms Arroyo's plans to fix economic prob- 
lems, which have coincided with soaring oil 
prices, involve new taxes, government spend- 
ing cuts and job losses for thousands of gov- 
emment workers. 


Blessings to count 

Afable said there were blessings to count. 

“There are other areas of the economy in 
which we are getting gains. Unemployment is 
actually doing down, the growth rate of the 
economy remains steady,” he said. 

“We are facing transient dislocations but as 
we can all see were hurdling the obstacles 
one by one," he said. 

He cited congressional approval of bill to 
levy additional taxes on tobacco and alcohol 
products, the first of eight new tax measures 
that Ms Arroyo wanted passed to raise P80 
billion in revenues. 

Afable said the passage of the tax measures 
would “bring fiscal stability and the rerum of 
international confidence in our economy" 

‘According to the SWS survey, people were 
dissatisfied with the performance of the na- 
tional administration in general, the SWS 
noted. 

satisfaction with the national adminis- 
tration fell from 15 percent in the Aug. 5 to 
Aug. 22 survey to only 3 percent this month. 


Specific tasks 

On seven specific tasks, the administra- 
tion's performance was satisfactory to 39 per- 
cent and not satisfactory to 35 percent of 
those surveyed, This was much lower than the 
48 percent satisfied and 32 percent dissatis- 
fied in the October-November survey. 

The public rated the national administra- 
tion negative in the tasks of fighting crime 
(Grom 6 percent in August to negative 12 per- 
cem), collecting taxes (from negative 2 per- 
cent when last polled in 2002 to negative 17 
percent this month), fighting inflation (from 
negative 43 percent in August to negative 42 
percent this month). 

The administration scored very low in the 
task of "ensuring that no family will be hun- 


Fifty-seven percent were dissatisfied with 
the governments performance in this task 
and only 23 percent were satisfied, for a net 
satisfaction rating of negative 34 percent. 

After another SWS survey found rising inci- 
dence of hunger in the country, Ms Arroyo or- 
dered the distribution of food coupons to the 
poorest families, 


Little public impact 

Another of the President's pet programs, 
the fight against corruption, also has had lie 
impacton the public, 
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RP can beat 
corruption in 
3 years, says 

HK expert 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


THE PHILIPPINES can beat corruption in. 
the bureaucracy in less than three years, ; 
according to Hong Kong's anti-corruption ' ' 
fighter Tony Man-Wai Kwok, a special ad- 
viser to President Macapagal-Arroyo in 
her anti-corruption campaign. 

All it needs is political will to put into 
motion a system that is already in place, 
said Kwok, a former deputy commissioner p 
of Hong Kong' Independent Commission 
Against Corruption, who is credited with 2 
cleaning up the former British Crown 
Colony's bureaucracy. 

“Political will is not just what we say 
but what we do,” said Kwok who ad- 
dressed a press conference at the end of 
a three-day anti-corruption workshop 
that he conducted in Malacafiang for se- 
nior government officials. 

Among the key recommendations that 
һе gave was to protect the already meager 
wages of govemment employees by 
adopting P4,961 as the maximum amount 
that can be deducted from salaries of gov- 
‘emment employees for loan payments. 

Kwok said he was confident the job can 
be done in less than half the term of Ms Ar- 
тоуо because the Philippines already has 
the mechanisms for fighting corruption. 

‘The President earlier said it would take 
her full term to wipe out corruption. 

‘But a survey by the British-based 
Transparency International, which 
ranked the Philippines among one of the 
most corrupt governments in the world, 
showed. that majority of Filipinos (54 
percent) expect corruption to become 
‘worse in the next three years. 

Kwok said the presence of 60 very senior 
government officials in the workshop 
‘demonstrated-that they had the political 
will to implement their pledge to rid the 
country of corruption. Ж 

“It's not just the President herself but 
senior officials who have a role as head 
of their respective agencies," he said. 

Kwok said the government had made 
“tremendous improvements in the 
mechanisms in working against corrup- 
tion” based on his observations and 
feedback over the past two years. 

Kwok cited the Office of the Ombuds- 
man which he said had developed a "clear 
professionalism" during the period. 


4-pronged approach 

He said the solution to corruption was 
“simple and straightforward,” with the use 
of his four-pronged approach of prevention, 
education, deterrence and partnership. 

He gave 22 recommendations during the 
workshop but he said these were just a be- 


ginning. 

"They [the officials] have to go back 
to their agencies and come up with [an] 
elaborate, more comprehensive action 
plan for one year,” Kwok said. 


The administration's efforts їп eradicating 
graft and corruption scored negative 30 per- 
Cent, from negative 11 percent in May and 
negative 36 percent in August. 

‘The SWS noted "renewed anxiety" about 
the loyalty of the Armed Forces, which is now 
reeling from corruption scandals involving its 
former comptroller and other top-ranked offi 
cers, 

Оп the statement that the AFP is “loyal and 
‘obedient’ to Ms Arroyo, the commander in chief, 
34 percent agreed but 29 percent disagreed, 

‘The SWS said it was the lowest point so far 
in the Arroyo presidency. The previous survey 
had 41 percent agreeing that the AFP was loy- 
altothe President. 


AFP loyalty 

“The current low perception of APP loyalty 
is reminiscent of SWS surveys between 
September 1989 and April 1992, in the 
Aquino period, when it ranged between 29 
and 38 (percent),” the SWS said, 

‘The Aquino administration was besleged 
with several coup attempts during that period. 


75.6% of businessmen ... 


From page Al 
crisis, combat corruption, attract investments 
and improve infrastructure, 

The Business Opinion Survey Report was 
conducted from Dec. 8 to 15, 2004, among 
215 respondents, 69.1 percent of whom were 
Filipinos. 

The respondents were mostly top man- 
agers belonging to corporations with annual 
revenues of more than P500 million, 

"Our intention was to try to find out what 
the people feel intensely about, good or bad," 
Bill Luz, executive director of the Makati Busi- 
ness Club, told AR 

The executive branch was not alone in get- 
ting a bad report card from the business lead- 
ers who said they were also overwhelmingly 


dissatisfied with the House of Representatives 
(85.6 percent) and the Senate (83.8 per- 
cent), 

"The survey found that over 80 percent are 
dissatisfied with the performance of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate, 

“Overall, the survey results indicate the 
need for renewed focus on key issues, better. 
implementation of programs, and stronger 
teamwork within the Cabinet and between 
the Executive and Legislative branches,” the 
survey report said, 

Trsald most businessmen expected that with 
а combination ofa fresh mandate and majority 
control of Congress, Ms Arroyo would have the 
“momentum to pursue some key programs” to 
Improve conditions in the country. 
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Japayukis' seek 5-year reprieve 


By T] Burgonio 


HUNDREDS of "performing artists" 
and their talent managers yesterday 
picketed the Department of Foreign Af- 
fairs, asking officials to convince Japan 
to defer the implementation ofits new 
immigration policy on entertainers 

Waving flags and banners, and 
shouting slogans, the large crowd of 
mostly rowdy protesters pressed offi- 
cials to seek a five-year moratorium 
on the new policy, which would dras- 
tically cut the number of entertainers 
from 80,000 to 8,000. 

Chided by the US state department 
for failing to check human trafficking, 
Japan on Dec. 7, adopted a policy set- 
ting aside a foreign government's cer- 
tification of an entertainer's qualifica- 
tion and requiring a two-year training 
or two-year experience. 

“1f that is eventually implemented, 
everybody can't go to Japan," rued 
Bernie Salinel, spokesperson of the 


Philippine Overseas Entertainment In- 
dustry Foundation. “Thats very strict. 
If there's a moratorium, then our tal- 
ents will have time to prepare.” 

"This year, some 60,000 Filipinos had 
gone to Japan to work as entertainers 
after acquiring the artists’ record book 
(ARB), a government document that 
certifies one has gone through the nec- 
essary training and testing for her 
dancing or singing skills 

With the new policy, Filipino enter- 
tainers will not be allowed to work in 
Japan if they merely carry the ARB. 

According to industry officials, 
Japan's move could cut overseas re- 
mittances, a lifeline for the economy, 
by P22.4 billion a year, or about 5 per- 
cent of the total, affecting more than 
two million relatives who depend on 
the hard-earned yen. 

Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo 
said that he would send Undersecre- 
tary Jose Brillantes on a diplomatic 
mission to Japan to seek a moratori- 


um or work outa transition period for 
the implementation of the policy. 

Romulo said Brillantes could work 
Gut new measures to minimize the 
impact of the new policy on Filipino 
entertainers. 

‘The problem, according to activists, 
‘was that Filipino entertainers didn't 
seem to do much entertaining when 
they arrive in Japan's nightclubs and 
“hostess” bars, а least not in the tradi- 
tional sense of dancing and singing 
that Filipinos are world famous for. 

The majority ended up catering to 
the drunken whims of Japanese “salary- 
men,” sitting on laps, lighting cigarettes 
and pouring beer—and made far more 
money than they could at home. 

But by entering the loosely regulat- 
ed and crime-connected world of 
Japanese clubland, activists said, the 
‘women became acutely vulnerable to 
abuse such as being pressured into 
prostitution or having their wages 
withheld. With areport from Reuters 
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Beyond catching dust mites, cigarette smoke and other common 
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ISLAMIST WEBSITE MESSAGE 


Bin Laden tells fighters to hit oil supplies 


DUBAI—Osama bin Laden called on his fighters Thursday ! 
to strike Gulf oil supplies and warned Saudi leaders they | 
risked a popular uprising in an audio message said to be 
by the Western world’s most wanted terror mastermind. 


Editor Luverne B. Gueco 
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Washington said intelligence 
analysts were not immediately 
able to verify the authenticity of 
therecording posted on an Islamist 
website but the White House was 
quick to voice defiance. 

“Take jihad (holy war) to stop 
(the Americans) getting hold of 
(the ой). Concentrate your oper- 
ations on the oil, in particular in 
Iraq and the Gulf," said the voice 
attributed to the al-Qaida leader. 

The lengthy message also 
warned Riyadh's rulers that “the 
people have woken” and laid the 
blame for deadly unrest gripping 
the country on the kingdom's 
own regime. 

“Muslims are determined to re- 
cover-their rights whatever the 
price. Either you give them back 
what they entrusted you with 
(power), by allowing them to 
choose their rulers, or you refuse 
to give power back to them.” 

The voice accused the regime 
in the ultra-conservative king- 
dom, which is battling a wave of 
Islamist attacks, of forging an al- 
liance with the “infidel” world led 
by US President George W. Bush. 

‘White House spokesperson 
Scott McClellan said analysts were 
still checking on the tape's authen- 
ticity but vowed that there would 
be no letup in the administration's 
fight against Islamic militancy. 

"We are a nation at war on ter- 
rorism,” McClellan told reporters. 

"We have made significant 
progress but the war continues. 
The terrorists will be defeated, and 
the civilized world will prevail.” 

Tt was the first purported state- 
ment from the al-Qaida leader, 
who has a $25-million US bounty 
on his head, since a videotape 
broadcast on Oct. 29 in which he 
threatened new attacks on the 
United States. 
na Since May last year, Saudi Arabia 


found at its 


GENEVA--The Unit- 
ed Nations said on 
Thursday a secret lis- 
tening device had 
been found in a posh 
meeting room of its 
European headquar- 
ters in Geneva. 

The room was 
used by ministers 
from major powers 
last year during pri- 
vate talks on Iraq fol- 
lowing the US inva- 
sion and occupation. 

Marie Heuze, chief 


Geneva, 


UN spokesperson in 
confirmed 
the report by French- 
language Swiss Televi- 
sion which said the so- 
phisticared bugging 
device had been un- 
covered in recent 
months in the Salon 
Francais of the Palais 
des Nations, formerly 
the League of Nations. 

“1 confirm that UN 
workmen found a lis- 
tening device. An in- 
quiry was unable to 


BIN LADEN 


has been battling a wave of deadly 
amads in the ultra-conservative 
kingdom which have been blamed 
on Bin Laden sympathizers. 

In the latest attack claimed by 
al-Qaida, the US consulate in the 
commercial capital of Jeddah was 
stormed by gunmen on Dec. 6, 
kiling five non-American staff 
members and four of the attackers, 

The voice on the tape paid trib- 
ute to the attackers. 

“The responsibility for the current. 
situation in Saudi Arabia rests with 
the regime,” it said in a message 
“which in particular took to task the 
kingdom's de facto leader Crown 
Prince Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz. 

“In Saudi Arabia, it is the king 
and not Allah who. commands 4 
sovereignty and complete obedi- 
ence,” the voice said. "I advised 
the government two decades agot 
to remedy the situation... чыы 
has not: ‘changed. at all. 

The tapetiperged às Saudi 
curity services were deployed în 
force to block protests called for 
by a dissident Islamist group 
seeking regime change in the oil- 
rich kingdom. AFP 


UN says bugging device 


Geneva HQ 


determine when the 
device was planted or 
by whom,” she said. 
Swiss Television 
said the device was 
found in wooden 
panels in the room, 
but Heuze declined 
to give any details. 
The foreign minis- 
ters of the United 
States, Russia, China, 
Britain and France 
met at the United Na- 
tions in Geneva in! 
September 2003 for 
talks on Iraq. 
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One delegation, 
probably France's, is 
believed to have used 
the Salon Francais— 
also used last January 
during talks on global 
hunger organized by 
Brazilian President 
Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva and French Pres- 
ident Jacques Chirac. 

"It is not a negoti- 
ating room buta pres- 
tigious room of his- 
torical interest which 
is put at the disposal. 
of heads of delega- 
tions," Heuze said. 

The elegant Salon 
Francais, which has 
art deco furniture 
from the 1930s, is ad- 
jacent the тоот 
where the UN-spon- 
sored Conference on, 
Disarmament holds 
weekly negotiations. 

A Geneva-based 
security expert wha 
saw photos of the беч 
vice told the televi 
sion the system aps 
peared to be of Rus 
sian or Eastern Euros 
pean origin. Its sizer 
indicated it was three 
or four years old, bes 
fore such circuits 
were miniaturized, 
hesaid. Reuters 
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*With my anticholesterol statin* 
I'm looking forward to my grandson's Ukrainian leader 
college graduation!" poisoned by TCDD 
dioxin, scientist says 


LONDON—Thescientistanalyzing something about where it was... 
the blood of Ukrainian presidential made,” he added. 
candidate Viktor Yushchenko said ‘Yushchenko, who faces Krem- 
Friday that tests confirm he маз lin-backed Viktor Yanukovych in a 
poisoned by TCDD, the most ential election on 
harmful known dioxin, 26, fell ill after having dinner 
‘Abraham Brouwer, professor of with Ukrainian Security Service 
environmental toxicology at the chief Ihor Smeshko and his deputy 
Free University in Amsterdam, told Volodymyr Satsyukon Sept. 5. 
The Associated Press that the diox- Yushchenko reported having a 
inwasTCDD, chemically known as headache about three hours after 
tetrachlorodibenzoparadioxin. Ње dinner, and by the next day 
TCDD was a key ingredient of had developed an acute stomach 
‘Agent Orange, an herbicide blamed ache. He later developed pancre- 
for myriad health problems in US atitis and gastrointestinal pain, as 
veterans ofthe Vietnam Warandlo- well asa severe backache. 
cal villagers. I is produced inzdver- About three weeks after his first 
tently during manufacturing pro- symptoms, Yushchenko developed 
cesses that use chlorine, such aspa- severe facial disfiguring which is 
per and pulp bleaching. Itis also giv- the hallmark of dioxin poisoning. 
en off by incinerator fumes. There is Yushchenko told the AP on 
ло commercial production of TCDD. Thursday that he is convinced he 
The tests, conducted by was poisoned atthe Sept. 5 dinner, 
Brouwer at BioDetection Systems "jt was a project of political 
in Amsterdam, also confirmed murder, prepared by the authori- 
that Yushchenko's blood con- ties,” Yushchenko said. 
tained 100,000 units of dioxin, ‘The dinner “was the only place 
the second highest concentration where no one from my team was 
everrecorded. present and no precautions were. 
“It is a single chemical, not a taken concerning the food," he said. 
mix,” Brouwer said. “This tells Physicians in Vienna, where 
us... there is no way it occurred the opposition candidate has 
naturally, because it isso pure.” been treated for the illness, con- 
“There were some small sig- firmed last weekend that he was 
nals in the test that may tell us poisoned. AP 


1 EU invites Turkey to join bloc 


3 BRUSSELS—EU leaders reached a Dutch Prime Minister Jan Peter 
historicagreement on Thursday to Balkenende said he would put 
1 offer Turkey negotiations starting the offer to Turkish Prime Minis- 
оп Oct. 3,2005 tojointheblocbut ter Tayyip Erdogan at a midnight 
insisted Ankara must act towards meeting before the EU leaders fi- 
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T М - “Tonight the European Union “We are going to negotiate to see, 
For more information: has opened its door to Turkey” Eu- whether membership is possible, 
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Indian mother of two Jeevika Shah smiles 
after winning the crown of Mrs. India-World 
Pageant 2004 in Bombay late, Dec. 16. 
Shah will compete in the global Mrs. World 
ıt, a contest open to married women, 
‘which will be held at the Sahara Lake City in 
India from Feb. 12-26, 2005. т 
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Bush keeps missile shield plans despite failures 


WASHINGTON-President George W. Bush re- 
mains intent on deploying a multibillion-dollar 
shield as an “important deterrent” against bal- 
listic missile attack, the White House said on 
Thursday, a day after the system's first flight 
testin two years ended in failure. 

‘Scott McClellan, Bush's spokesperson, did 
not address a delay in activating the first parts 
of the planned shield. It appeared to have 
slipped into next year, partly because of tech- 
nical difficulties. 

“The president remains firmly committed 
to moving forward on a missile defense sys- 
tem,” he told reporters. “Given the threats 
that we face in this day and age, missile de- 
fense is an important deterrent.” 

In December 2002, Bush ordered the Pen- 


.tagon to have the ground-based component 


upand running no later than this year. 

Boeing Co. is the Pentagon's prime contrac- 
toron the project, which would be stitched in- 
toa multilayered defense. 

‘The latest test went wrong when an inter- 
ceptor rocket shut down in its silo on Wednes- 
day in the Marshall Islands in the central Pa- 
cific because of “an unknown anomaly,” the 
Defense Department's Missile Defense Agen- 
су said. A target missile carrying a dummy 
warhead had been fired 16 minutes earlier 
from Kodiak, Alaska. 

‘The Missile Defense Agency had no comment 
оп future test plans or any new target for 
declaring the system operational “since we 
don't know the cause of the anomaly we experi- 
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enced,” spokesman Richard Lehner said late on Wednesday. 

‘The Pentagon has already suggested its schedule is slip- 
ping. 

"Im not constrained by timing, exactly” Michael 
Wynne, the Pentagon's chief weapons buyer, said last 
week in reply to a question about switching the system on. 
"But well see how (Wednesday's test) goes and then we'll 
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see from there.” 4 
In eight attempted intercept tests, five have succeeded 
in highly controlled conditions that critics say bear no re- 
semblance to any real-world situations. E] 
Initially, the system is designed to defend against North 
Korean missiles that could be tipped with nuclear, chenli- 
cal or germ warheads and fired at US soil. Reuters 
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Everyone's battle 


JONY Man-wal Kwok, former deputy commissioner 

| and head of operations of Hong Kong's Indepen- 

dent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC), is try- 

ing to give Filipinos the benefit of his experience. He 

served for 35 years in customs control, drug enforcement, 

finance investigation, intelligence and prosecution for 

the Hong Kong government, and joined ICAC as an inves- 

tigator when it was established in 

EDITORIAL 1975. He rose to the post of deputy 

commissioner and head of operations 

in 1996 and led the agency through Hong Kong's reunifi- 

cation with China in 1997. His message to Filipinos at- 

tending a three-day seminar on fighting corruption was 

simple and direct: “We need tough political will in order 

to battle corruption. We cannot rely on a single agency, 
everybody needs to respond in fighting corruption.” 

Kwok said fighting corruption requires three things. 
First, political will from the top, not just from the execu- 
tive but also the legislative and judicial branches of gov- 

“ernment. Second, the active participation and support of 
the private sector. Third, follow-through on everyone's 
partif momentum is to be created and maintained. 

‘Another international anti-corruption expert, Fredrik 
Galtung of Transparency International, said in the same 
seminar that the Philippines should play a "catalytic role" 

ui the international campaign against corruption because 
of the Edsa people power revolution that overthrew the 
dictatorship and restored democracy. People power, and 
its motivating desire for public accountability and trans- 
parency, should therefore be both the motivation and the 
“means for fighting corruption. 

‘These statements should remind our officials and the 
public that fighting corruption can be done, but it won’t be 

accomplished by paying lip service to anti-corruption 
drives. Corruption is a shortcut that enables people to avoid 
observing the law. Making the shortcut an unattractive path 
requires that the law is logical and easy to obey, with people 
finding it easier to follow the law than to violate it. 

In tum, this requires that people both in and out of gov- 

+ ernment be motivated to want to obey the law in the first 

«place. There are many ways to motivate people, and they 

+ include fear of punishment and a basic desire to be good. 
“As we pointed out in the case of Singapore's experience 
with keeping government salaries competitive, enabling 
government workers to enjoy competitive incomes re- 
duces the temptation to do wrong, and the ability of the 
public to try to bribe officials. 

This doesn't mean, though, that raising salaries is 
enough. There will always be greedy officials, but greed 
must be proven to carry a high price, legally and socially. 
The legal price must be an inflexible and harsh prosecu- 
tion and conviction by the government. The social price 
must be to prove, in so doing, that corruption carries with 

iit dishonor and social death. 

In the case of the Marcoses and their cronies, their 

breaking the law hasn't resulted in any of these things. 
‘Convictions have been few and far between, due to a 

т combination of unmotivated and at times incompetent 

: prosecution, a lack of political will in prodding the prose- 
cutors, and the refusal of many to punish the Marcoses by 
shunning them socially or politically. 

The same can be seen in the case of former President 
Joseph Estrada. The dedication of some prosecutors may 
be unquestionable, but in general the prosecution is los- 
ing steam. The wheels of justice are seen to be grinding 
extremely slowly, if at all. The prosecutorial process re- 
mains susceptible to purely political considerations. And 

; the public has not followed through by demanding justice 

»and a swift determination of his plunder cases. 

ı Lifestyle checks, about which President Macapagal-Ar- 
,royo brags, have actually made conspicuous consump- 
tion by officials a dangerous thing. But ifit only convinces 
‘crooked officials to be more discreet in their thievery, in- 
stead of teaching them they shouldn't steal at all, it only 
makes the job of investigation and punishment harder 
Political will means not only shaming, but jailing, wrong- 
-doers. 

Kwok's statements are really a challenge to the Filipino 

‘people. He basically dares every Filipino to do his part by 
“not paying bribes or turning a blind eye to wrongdoing. 
‘This is the hardest part of all. Just as congressmen can say 
they need the pork barrel because the public wants it, and 
just as the public proves this by electing and reelecting 
‘congressmen who rely on pork, so will corruption contin- 
ue as long as Filipinos play an active role in corrupting 
public servants. 
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Exceptions to the Rules 


LAWYER Eliseo B. Alampay, whom I have not 
yet met, is seeking my advice and assistance in 
acase handled by his firm entitled Manila Elec- 
tric Company v. Nelia A. Bares, GR No. 
114231, decided by the Supreme Court on 
June 29, 2004. He briefly summarizes the 
salient facts as follows: 

On Oct. 4, 1990, Muntinlupa City garnished 
Meralco's bank deposits in several banks for 
claimed unpaid real property taxes. Meralco 
filed a petition with the Regional Trial Court of 
Makati City for the invalidation of the garnish- 
ment. The City moved to dismiss on the 
ground that the movant should have first paid 
under protest, which it had not done. The mo- 
tion was denied. 

‘The denial was appealed to the Court of Ap- 
peals which, on Aug. 11, 1993, sustained the 
City, holding that the denial was “void and 
without life in law.” Meralco appealed to the 
Supreme Court which, on May 18, 2001, af- 
firmed the CA decision througivits Second Di- 
vision. Meralco moved for reconsideration that 
was denied “with finality” on Feb. 1, 2002. A 
second motion for reconsideration was also 
denied on April 15, 2002, as a prohibited 
pleading under the Rules of Court. The resolu- 
tion warned that no further pleading would be 
entertained in the case, 

‘Accordingly, the Second Division ordered 
the “entry of final judgment” of the decision of 
May 18. 2001. This was done on May 27, 2002, 
with its registration as “final and executory as 
of 06 March 2002.” 

Despite such entry, Meralco filed a third 
motion for reconsideration on June 5, 2002. 
On June 27, 2002, the City executed the said 
decision against the Bank of the Philippine 
Islands, which delivered Meralco's deposit 
with it amounting to some P800,000. On 
June 28, 2002, Meralco moved for the recall 
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of the entry of judgment. 

In letters addressed to the Chief Justice, 
copy furnished the chairman of the Second Di- 
vision, the City protested the said motion, ar- 
guing that the resolution of April 15, 2002, had 
warned that no further pleadings in the case 
would be entertained. The letters were merely 
noted and not answered. 

On Oct. 21, 2003, the City received copy ofa 
resolution of the Supreme Court en banc ac- 
cepting the referral to it by the Second Division. 
of Meralco's third motion for reconsideration. 
Without giving the City the opportunity to file 
a Comment, the banc resolved on June 29, 
2004 to grant the said motion. The decision of 
the Court of Appeals was reversed and the case 
was remanded to the trial court for further pro- 
ceedings. 

The only member of the Second Division 
who concurred with the resolution was Justice 
Quisumbing, his colleagues who had also vot- 
ed to deny Meralco's first and second motions 
for reconsideration having already retired. 

‘Alampay questions the grant by the banc of 
the third motion for reconsideration, consid- 
ering that even second motions for reconsid- 
eration are not allowed. He cites its own doc- 
trinal rulings that all courts, including the 
Supreme Court itself, lose jurisdiction over 
cases the decisions in which have already 
been entered in the Book of Entry of Judg- 
ment. No word was said-of the fact that the 


challenged decision had already been partly 
executed on the BPI deposit. Such partial exe- 
cution had practically made the decision a 
"done deal." 

"This case reminds me of the criminal convic- 
tion of Imelda Marcos by the Sandiganbayan 
that was affirmed on appeal by the Third Divi- 
sion of the Supreme Court chaired by Chief 
Justice Andres R. Narvasa himself. The deci- 
sion was appealed to the banc which reversed 
the rwo previous convictions and acquitted the 
appellant. The ponente was Justice Fidel 
Purisima, with the Chief Justice and Justices 
Romero, Regalado, Davide and Panganiban 
dissenting.. 

The strict rule announced in SC Circular No. 
2-89 that “the Courten banc is not an Appellate 
Court to which decisions or resolutions ofa Di- 
vision may be appealed” was not applied in 
Imelda's case. Her appeal to the Court en banc 
as а dubious exception to this rule, and her 
subsequent exoneration, were received with 
much public disfavor and suspicion. 

1 сап understand Alampay's confusion over 
the decision of the Supreme Court in this case 
which seems to conflict with its own estab- 
lished rules respecting the decisions and reso- 
lutions of the Divisions as the mandate of the 
entire Court itself, the finality of decisions en- 
tered in the Book of Entry of Judgment, the 
prohibition against second and more so, third 
motions for reconsideration, and other re- 
quirements and strictures that may or may not 
be strictly enforced, depending on the mood of 
the justices. 

Many lawyers may not know whether to ob- 
serve the rules or the exceptions because of the 
unpredictable impulses of the High Tribunal. 
Perhaps there should be an Addendum to our 
procedural laws to be called Exceptions to the 
Rules of Court. 


Selling the Brooklyn Bridge 


1 REALLY thought there was hope. I thought 
thatthe Senate was made of sterner stuff than 
the House, and that reason and fairness 
would triumph. After all, Joker Arroyo was 
there. And Jun Magsaysay. And Pia Cayetano. 
And Dick Gordon. Not to mention Mar Roxas. 
‘And that’s just for starters. They surely 
wouldn't allow the interests of the Filipino 
people to be subordinated to the interests of 
cigarette manufacturers. They surely would 
see that between raising something close to 
P8 billion and something close to P22 bil- 
lion—from cigarettes alone—there would be 
no contest, and they would choose P22 billion 
without batting an eyelash. They surely 
would correct a situation where one group 
was given an unfair competitive advantage 
over others. Or so 1 thought. 

‘That's why I went to the Senate last Tuesday, 
when amendments to the Recto-cum-adminis- 
tration-cum-Tan (hereafter to be called RAT) 
version of the sin tax bill were being discussed. 
1 wanted to witness the proceedings, witness 
the Senate in action. 

Whata disappointment. 

will not mention names, but one senator, 
whom I approached to ask what he thought of 
‘what 1 call the “poison pil!” provision in the 
1997 sin tax bill (іе, the one that creates an 
uneven playing field), asked me to provide him 
the details, the specific section of the law. 

He was not the only one who hid behind the 
"ignorance" excuse, alas. And it had to be an 
excuse, because there must have been at least 
а month's worth of deliberations behind this 
bill. Moreover, the pertinent provisions on 
cigars and cigarettes in RA 8424 or the Tax Re- 
form Act of 1997, contained in Title VI, Chap- 
ter 4, is exactly one section (Sec. 145) long. 
Chapter 4 itself, entitled “Excise Taxes on To- 
bacco Products,” has only four sections. And to 
top it all, one of those pleading ignorance was 
someone I considered among the most intelli 
gent of the lot. 

Then there was the senator who told me 
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that, of course, he was in favor of removing 
that “poison pill” provision, but it was a useless 
exercise. Why, he did not elaborate. (It was lat- 
er explained that what he must have meant 
was that а caucus had been held among the 
leadership of both the legislative and executive 
branches, and the agreement reached was that 
the RAT version would be passed in exchange 
for fll release of all pork barrel funds.) 

‘Another senator, considered to be very 
knowledgeable about the business sector, ad- 
mitted—without any prodding on my part, 
mind you--that the "LT" factor was at work. 
His hands were tied; he was only following or- 
ders. Whose orders? The “SP's,” he replied (he 
is fond of using initials), and he kindly ex- 
plained to ignorant me that meant the Senate 
President. 

Still another senator said that it was too late 
to make any substantive changes to the RAT 
bill. Removing the "poison pill" provision, he 
said, would drastically change the “structure” 
which had taken so long to hammer out. He al- 
so explained, in an attempt to either rational- 
ize or console, that anyway the RAT would re- 
sult in additional revenues of P18 billion, 
which was pretty close to the P22 billion addi- 
tional revenue estimate that could be collected 
if current rather than 1996 prices were used as 
base. 

How was that possible, since the Enrile bill 
would only result in P11 billion, and the RAT 
had incorporated a watered-down version of 
the Enrile bill? A closer examination would 
show that only PB billion of the P18 billion 
would come from cigarette taxes: PS billion 


would come from alcohol and liquor taxes, and 
the other P5 billion from a new source, which 
is removing the tax-free status of duty-free 
cigarette imports. 

in effect, comparing P18 billion to P22 bil- 
lion was like comparing apples to oranges. 
Some intellectual dishonesty there. The proper 
comparison would be between P18 billion and 
P32 billion, or between P8 billion and P22 bil- 
lion. In either case, there is still a P14-billion 
difference arising from ignoring the poison-pill 
provision. 

But ignore it, che Senate did anyway. In re 
Fortune vs, the Filipino people, the Senate 
chose Fortune. That's the bortom line. 

But there were some senators who were 
fighting for the Filipino, and their names 1 will 
not hesitate to mention: Ping Lacson, Fred 
Lim, Jamby Madrigal. There were others who 
voted with them, but one is not sure whether 
the vote was for the principle or for the sake of 
opposition, so one withholds judgment. 1 as- 
sure the readers that itis as strange for me, as it 
must seem strange to you, that I find myself in 
а position where i am on Lacson's side. And I 
must say that on this issue, ат proud to be as- 
sociated with him. He tells me he will continue 
the fight, and Iwill support him. 

But the story doesn't end there. Came the bi- 
cameral conference committee, and the RAT, 
‘or more accurately the Enrile compromise tax 
portion of it, was further watered down. The 
tax on the lowest-priced cigarettes was 
brought down from P3 to P2. And since these 
comprise at least half of all cigarette sales, one 
‘would have expected the estimared additional 
revenue to be reduced largely. 

One would be wrong. Most newspaper re- 
pores said that the estimated additional rev- 
enue was P17.5 billion. How did that come 
about? By increasing further the expected tax 
take from duty-free cigarertes. The advocates 
of this bill have not only sold the Filipino peo- 
ple down the river, they are also selling us what 
amounts tothe Brooklyn Bridge. 
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"THE TRAGEDY that struck the family of Speaker 
and Mrs, Jose de Venecia hits their friends and as- 
sociates, too, for the couple is well-loved and 
known for their kindness and humanitarian en- 
deavors. The De Venecias, who both have chil- 

+ dren from previous marriages, lost their second 
child, 16-year-old daughter KG, when a fire that 
Struck their Dasmariñas Village residence at 
atound 11 p.m. Thursday, tapped the young girl 

"inside. Reports said KC had informed people in 
the house that she was joining her older brother 
Chris at a nearby café, but apparently she 
changed her mind and stayed at home. It seemed 
no one knew she was home. The young girl had 
the presence of mind to wrap herself in a wet tow- 

„el in her brother's bathroom, but the fire still got 
her. Her parents were out at the time, with the 
Speaker presiding over the adjournment of the 

‘House, which will resume session on Jan. 10. 

* "The death of KC, a gentle girl who had re- 
‘mained unaffected by her mother’s wealth and 

“her father's high position, has left the family's 
relatives and friends dazed as only tragedy 

“ean, Especially as it came only two weeks after 
the tragedies in Aurora and Quezon and a few 
“days after the death of Fernando Poe Jr. For the 
‘De Venecias it sadly comes just before Christ- 

"mas, a time especially for the young, and JDV's 
‘67th birthday on Dec. 26, 

Only two days earlier, Gina was the recipi 
‘of the “Feel Good Award” from the media forum 
Bulong Pulungan, in acknowledgment of her 
many philanthropic endeavors. These include 
the refuge for battered women and street chil- 
dren, called The Haven, set up by the Congres- 
sional Spouses in Alabang and other regions, 
and her project to rescue street children from 
selling sampaguitas in the streets and elevate 
the flower стай into a profitable professional 
work involving these children's parents. The 
same forum elevated JDV to its Hall of Fame af- 
ter he was named among the year's top news- 
makers for three consecutive years. 

The tragedy also came so soon after the suc- 
cessful mission of JDV to Islamabad, where his 
vision of an Asian Parliament was overwhelm- 
ingly approved and given a five-year timetable 
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to work out. Earlier, the United Nations voted 
to support JDV's idea of setting up an inter- 
faith council to solve the world’s conflicts. Al- 
so, under JDV's leadership, the House had ap- 
proved four critical revenue measures as 
against the Senate's one measure. 

What made it so sad for many of us in the me- 
dia is that we were at the De Venecia residence 
that day, üntil about 3 p.m. for their traditional 
Christmas fellowship for the media. The lun- 
cheon was marked by a lot of contests and games, 
singing and raffles, and if 1 remember correctly, it 
was the most riotous fellowship we've had, 
presided over by the hostess. Gina managed to 
Still tell me amid all the riotous fun how sad she 
felt, listening to the stories of the families who 
lost many loved ones in Quezon and Aurora. У 
later came in and reported on how the two cham- 
bers of Congress hammered out the final version 
ofthe sin taxes measure and the House approved 
the budget for 2005 in a marathon session. 

Little did we realize that in a few hours tragedy 
would strike at Magnolia Street. Ata time of such 
tragedy as what hit the Poe and De Venecia fami- 
lies and countless families in Aurora and Quezon, 
its difficult to fathom God's holy will or Hi 
scrutable ways. Their relatives and friends can 
only pray that they be given the strength to bear 
their loss 8 

‘Two months ago, this columnist was invited 
to represent the media in the executive com- 
mittee, chaired by Foreign Secretary Alberto 
Romulo, that would screen the nominees for 
the Presidential Awards for Filipino Individu- 
als and Organizations Overseas. Aside from. 
myself, those recruited from outside were Fr. 
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Fabio Baggio, director of the Scalabrini Migra- 
tion Center, and Ramon Sy, president and CEO 
of the International Exchange Bank. We 
worked with Ambassador Linglingay Lacan- 
lale, presidential chief of protocol, and Jose 2. 
Molano, executive director of the Commission 
оп Filipinos Overseas under the Office of the 
President. Among those who coordinated the 
project were lawyer Golda Myra Roma, OIC of 
the DFA planning, research and policy office, 
and Pete Chan, executive director of the Office 
of the DFA Undersecretary for Migrant Work- 
ers Affairs. 

Given out every two years, the awards were in- 
stitutionalized during President Cory Aquino's 
time through EO 498. Up to 2002, some 156 Fil- 
ipino individuals and organizations overseas had 
been honored. This year, 34 individuals and 14 
organizations were feted by President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo in Malacanang Wednesday evening 
and recognized for their professional compe- 
tence and excellence as well as for their adher- 
ence to the time-honored Filipino values of 
pakikipag kapwa, pagtutulungan and pagka- 

jisa. 


1, must say that the screening work we had to 
do was most fulfilling. I was quite impressed by 
the tremendous recognition the awardees won in 
the course of practicing their professions abroad. 
But even more impressive was the degree of their 
involvement with the Filipino overseas commu- 
nities as well as with their native land, despite 
their long years of absence. Most of the awardees 
have helped in specific projects to improve the 
living conditions in their native country. 

‘The UP Rural High School celebrates 75 
years of excellence with a grand alumni home- 
Coming to be held this morning at the UPHS in 
‘Camus and Barangay Ponciano Rizal, Bae, La- 
guna. The morning will feature a motorcade, 
parade roll call and the giving of awards to de- 
serving alumni. In the afternoon, there will be 
a general assembly, class presentations and 
team games. The evening is reserved for docu- 
mentary viewing, outstanding alumni awards 
and dancing. Come one and all. 


The ‘new’ Susan Roces 


ONE of the biggest treats during my childhood 
was to be invited by my parents to watch the "last 
show" at one of the movie houses in Manila. We 
lived in Cubao, and at that time there were no 
cinemas yet in our part of the metropolis. Movie 
"lovers had to travel all the way to downtown 
Manila, to movie palaces like Odeon, Ideal or, 
much later, Cinerama, if they wanted to catch а 
„movie. 

There were nine of us siblings, but my parents 
ould bring only two or three kids at a time for a 
movie outing, unless it was for a blockbuster like 
“Ten Commandments" or "Sound of Music.” A 
special birthday treat, in fact, was to be brought 
along to watch a movie of your choice with a sib- 
"ling of your choice. An approaching birthday 
gave you tremendous power, if only temporarily, 
though if you were wise, you could extend the 
perks by stringing along your expectant siblings. 

1f you were one of the chosen ones, the antici- 
pation would build all through dinner, until, at a 
Signal, you rushed up to your room and grabbed a 
sweater, necessary because air-conditioning was 
stilla rarity and you could come down with a cold 
from the chill. Then, with Mama and Papa, you 
"walked out to the street corner to catch a bus to 
downtown. The bus ride was an integral part of 
the experience, for looking out of the high win- 
dow at the darkened streets made you feel ай dar- 
ing and grown-up. 

Being movie buffs, my parents went on a movie 
„outing at least three times a week, bur only to see 
Hollywood movies. They never quite developed a 
taste for Filipino movies, or at least ] cant re- 
member a time when they bothered to make the 
trip to catch a local film. 
THIS presented quite a problem to a home- 
grown movie fan, like me. Weaned on early-af- 
ternoon Filipino movies on TV mesmerized by 
those flickering black-and-white images, I be- 
came early in life a fan of stars like Nida Blan- 
са, Nestor de Villa, Charito Solis, Rosa Rosal, 
and later, Nora Aunor, Tirso Cruz III, Vilma 
Santos, and a young, luminescent Hilda Ko- 

-ronel. 
But no one, or no love team, had quite the. 


THERE appears to be a large segment of people 
who aren't too happy with the situation we find 
ourselves in—the corruption, the humongous 
debt, the venality of our leaders, the manner in 
which we have fallen behind all our neighbors 
and the hypocrisy of our attitudes. The good 
pewsis that we seem to have stopped blaming the 
usual suspects (the Spaniards and the Americans, 
‘who else?) for our problems and have begun to 
see ourselves as culpable. 

Bobby Pinpin, who must be very young indeed, 

‘can't wait till we have our own ‘Glorious Revolu- 
tion." forgetting that revolutions tend to ear their 
young. He concedes that in a small way he could 
change his surroundings and motivate his friends 
todo the same but “our government officials view 
their positions as more of a privilege ... a divine 
right than a responsibility to the nation.” He feels 
he's back in a feudal era "where the wealthy are 
lords, and they keep sucking the peasants of 

„strength, money, and liberty" 

Graham Reinders believes "we are the prob- 
Jem" because “each and everyone of us is a co-con- 
spirator every time we sanction or accept unac- 
ceptable conduct from our leaders.” We only pay 
“lip service to change” since the educated elite 
“will fight to the death to protect the system which 

+ encloses us, because, the devil we know is far su- 
perior to the uncertainty of a system change, 

"Where we may no longer have the position (or the 

“power or the money) we have in this one." All of 
“us condemn corruption, of course, but "the reality 
is that we are all guilty of furthering corruption.” 

Having lived in the United States for 37 years 
and observed the behavior of his fellow Filipinos, 

«Cesar Lumba believes that “if you change the cul- 

; tre, you change the people,” because the Pil- 

3 pino in America has “a sense ... that we have a 
duty to serve others, and that isthe reason we are 
well compensated, We don't ever feel that itis ev- 
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hold on my heart and imagination as the pair 
of Susan Roces and Eddie Gutierrez. At the 
time, the only theater that showed Filipino 
movies downtown was Life Theater. Beyond 
the strip of movie houses along Rizal and Rec- 
to Avenues, all other cinemas around the 
country showed local movies. But only Life 
was deemed "decent" enough for middle-class 
folks. And so, when a Susan-Eddie flick was 
showing, Ihad to cajole movie money from my 
Mama as well as convince one of our yayas to 
make the trip with meto Life Theater. 

‘The biggest threat to the popularity of the 
Eddie-Susan pairing was that of Amalia 
Fuentes and Romeo Vasquez. When Amalia 
and Romeo ended up a couple in real life, I was 

iven to hopeful fantasies that Susan and Ed- 
die would fall in love and get married, too. So 
when the movie press started reporting that 
Susan (“Swanie” to her friends) was going out 
with Fernando Poe Jr, already a big star then, 
but whom I hadn't seen onscreen since 1 
wasn'ta fan of action films, I resented this in- 
terloper in our idealized vision of life imitating 
movie art. I'm sure many Eddie-Susan fans’ 
hearts broke like mine did the day it was re- 
vealed that our wholesome, sweet and inno- 
cent “Swanie” had ended up not with tall, 
suave, gentle Eddie but with Daniel Barrion. 
WATCHING the blanket TV news coverage of the 
wake of ‘Da King,” one was brought back to those 
days of fandom. It was the anniversary of the 
elopement of Swanie and Ronnie, and the TV 
screen was filled with images of their younger 

days, especially of their first movie together, "Per- 
las ng Silangan.” Again, one beheld Susan Roces 
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ету man for himself, which seems to be the cul- 
ture in the Philippines.” 

‘Although he advocates stopping corruption by 
going "cold turkey," this is surely easier said than 
done. Pinpin quotes his father as saying, "Sa sim- 
ula siguro pipilitin mong 'wag sumama sa agos, ka- 
sosa katagalan kakainin ka na ng sistema.” 

‘We have also begun to perceive that "we have a 
genius for corrupting our positive traits,” accord- 
ing to Tristan Cupida. Our “pakikisama and strong 
family relations” end up with congressmen hiring 
their incompetent and inexperienced family mem- 
bers as part of their staff “with generous perks to 
boot.” “Utang na loob” becomes the way for a cam- 
paign donor to “practically dictate what laws (or 
what version of the sin tax bill) have to be passed.” 

‘And then there's our prayerfulness which, ac- 
cording to Cecil Peralta, deteriorates into the 
“Cory Syndrome” that translates into going to 
church “and just pray and pray. Leave the rest to 
faith and fate. As long as you keep praying and 
praying everything will be all right even when re- 
alities belie the fact... the reason, I think, why 
Rizal said that the moth circles the light to die a 
martyr to its illusion.” 

Virtues such as “truth, honor, valor are hon- 
ored in the breach than observance” and Tony U 
agrees, writing that “very few individuals here ac- 
tually believe that if he or she lives by these ide- 
als, he or she will get anywhere in life.” 
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in her prime, and even just a glimpse of her face, 
regal and serene, brought one back to the days 
‘when she ruled the box-office and reigned as well 
inher fans’ hearts. 

But it was a different “Tita Swanie" on TV 
Thursday evening. Where before, during her hus- 
band's campaign and in the first days of the wake, 
she was all tact and composure, and at times 
teary and rueful, on the day of her "real" anniver- 
sary, she seemed to have broken out of her regal 
cage. “The Visayan side of me is showing," she 
warned interviewers. Now that her husband was 
по longer around to caution her and prevent her 
from airing her views, she felt free to express her 
thoughts and feelings, she said. 

And boy did she let em have it! She let go of a 
‘mouthful about how much she resented the way 
she, but especially her husband, were insulted 
and vilified in the course of the campaign. She 
told off Karen Davila of ABS-CBN (who thankful- 
ly kept her cool and her professionalism) for 
their, in her view, "biased" reporting. She chided 
government officials for belatedly and perhaps 
ypocritically offering all sorts of honors to her 
late husband, if only to appease his followers. 
‘And then she offered up her views on national 
problems, from kotong cops to the prices of agri- 
cultural goods, from the lack of income opportu- 
nities for rural folk to lousy weather forecasting. 
IDON'T know if Ms Roces had always been this 
ballsy. To the movie-going public, her image 
had always been that of a sweet, put-upon 
heroine who prevails mainly through good- 
ness. In contrast, Amalia Fuentes was always 
the harridan, sharp of tongue and blunt-spo- 
ken. Where Amalia exuded sensuality, Susan 
‘was all sweetness and light. 

Maybe it's maturity or grief, or the harsh ex- 
posure of a killing political campaign. My own 
take on this sudden emergence of a “new” Su- 
san is that she had always been her own wom- 
an, though cloaked in an image far more palat- 
able to a conservative public. She had always 
been a woman who pursued her own dreams 
and plotted out her own life, even if it meant 
breaking the hearts of her fans. 


Aretired professor of Marine Science at UP Dil- 
iman, Flor Lacanilao believes that while "science. 
alone cannot save the Philippines, the Philippines 
without science cannot be saved.” In case there 
are still doubters out there, she says that "we 
have the highest population density among the 
10 Southeast Asian countries, except Singapore” 
and this will frustrate any development program 
since "our population growth rate of 2.36 percent 
is higher than the average rate of 1.9 percent for 
the over four billion people in less developed 
countries.” 

India, Singapore and China have all given sci- 
ence top priority, but “our past and present lead- 
ers of government” failed to recognize that 
progress was dependent on controlling popula- 
tion growth and emphasizing science subjects. In 
the year 2000, indicators showed that our expen- 
киге for science and technology was “one-sixth 
that of Singapore, one-third that of Thailand, 
‘one-half that of Malaysia and below that of Im- 
donesia.” Just so you parents will go and demand 
more from your children's schools, this time ac- 
cording to me, please tell them that "China's SET 
capacity is 58 times that of the Philippines.” 

‘On the other hand, we have that terrible fatal- 
ism that enables us to endure all kinds of injustice 
as “the will of God” and allows us to shrug it off 
with “Bahala na." Perhaps it hasn't sunk in that 
our martir complex doesn’t relate just to the indi- 
vidual; its the nation's survival that's in question 
now. 

Tfound the response rather overwhelming and 
1 only hope that the thoughts of these people will 
spark a reaction from their elected representa- 
tives aside of course from those insipid press re- 
leases their PR men keep issuing (which 1 take it 
are paid for with taxpayers’ money, of course). 


Comments to bambiharper@yahoo.com 


2 TI OPINION — — .. 
God's unfathomable 


Story of grace : 


FOR 28 years, I have celebrated my birthday on the same 
special day when we commemorate the birth of the Christ 
Child, Though it is a thrill to celebrate it on a day when peo- 
ple all over the world are in a joyous mood, Ihave often won- 
dered what itis like to have it on another day. 

As ifit were not enough to share this momentous day with 
the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, I have learned that 1 
share my birthday 
with other notable 
people. Thereis Dan- 
ish supermodel He- 
len Christensen, 
whose flawless and 
slender figure 1 can 
only dream of hav- 
ing There is 
Humphrey Bogart, 
the legendary Ameri- 
can actor whose act- 
ing was marvelous. 

Evangeline Cory Booth was bom on Christmas Day in 
1865. She was the youngest child of William Booth, the 
founder of the Salvation Army, and she followed her father 
into the ministry and later became its fourth general and 
world leader. 

‘On Christmas Day in 1821, Clara Barton was born in Mas- 
sachusetts, USA. This fearless woman was hailed as the per- 
sonification of mercy when she courageously served the 
‘wounded during the American Civil War. This “Angel of the 
Battlefield” almost single-handedly established the Ameri- 
can Red Cross. 

‘And who doesn’t know Sir Isaac Newton? This famous sci- 
entistwas born on Christmas Day in 1642. 

Then there is me. I have not achieved celebrity status. I 
have not established any worthwhile organization, I cannot 
claim to have made any great scientific discovery nor am I 
known for great acts of charity And most definitely I can lay 
no claim to washing away the sins of the world. Though God 
has richly blessed my life with a loving and supportive family 
and guided me to a profession I love, my life has seen 50 
many ups and downs, with the downs predominating, What- 
ever I have accomplished thus far are the results of having 
great parents, lots of of hard work and His help. 

People see me as a young, vivacious and articulate person 
with a ready laugh and seemingly carefree attitude. Some 
probably assume 1 have few cares because rarely do I show 
any worry But that is what they think, Like so many people, 
there is only so much that allow others to see. 

Ifsomeone were to make a geographical representation of 
my life, it would reveal the mountains and valleys, meadows 
and plains I have traveled. There would be narrow paths 
lightly trodden and wide paths strewn with lessons learned. 
It would also be replete with rivers and streams, lakes and 
even oceans of tears. 

‘Though it was an enriching and inimitable adventure, I can- 
not deny that I have struggled during the post-adolescent chap- 
ters of my life. Such struggles persist to this day and from them 
1 ауе drawn valuable lessons and incomparable experiences. 
‘Some have left me battered, bruised and scarred, 

‘These day-to-day struggles I face bravely, but when I feel 
all alone, with no one else to see or hear me, 1 cry tomy Abba 
Father and I ask why life has to be so hard. I ask why 1 fail re- 
peatedly. 1 ask why the challenges often seem insurmount- 
able. I ask why my accomplishments never seem to be 
enough in the eyes of others. 

Lest you think I live a depressing life, 1 don't. Fact is, the 
smallest things make me happy. My work as a special educa- 
tion teacher pushes me constantly to see the world through 
the eyes of children and find happiness and contentment in. 
life's simple joys and the smallest successes. Perhaps that is 
why whenever I experience pain, it eaves a deep impression 
in my heart. And when I pray, I beseech God to help me make 
sense of the heartaches and pain He has allowed to visit me, 

7 i nas often revealed Himself to me as the Divine Spe- 
cial Education Teacher of my life. He has an IEP for me, butit 
is no ordinary Individualized Educational Plan. It is the Im- 
manuels Eternal Plan, broken down into short- and long- 
term goals with a terminal goal only He can see. Just like in. 
Special Ed, the short-term goals appear too elementary and 
pointless at times, but God keeps reminding me that every- 
thing am going through leads to a goal may not see. In His 
wisdom, He has written this plan and every day He is carry- 
ing it out. There is nothing I have to do but trust Him com- 
pletely and submit to His divine intervention. 

And being the special child that Lam, 1 am badly in neéd of 
His intervention. Like a disabled child, 1 struggle to learn my 
lessons. 1 am slow in comprehending what God is teaching 
me. And though I go through the same lessons over and over 
again, I can't seem to remember what I'm supposed to learn. 
God has equipped me with skills to use when facing prob- 
lems, but I often forget how to use them and end up dealing 
with them in my own inexperienced way. В 

Spiritually I am afflicted with Attention Deficit Hyperac- 
tivity Disorder. I don't pay attention to what God is saying 
bur instead focus on the trivial and mundane. I live a hyper- 
active life and use it as a diversion to keep myself from doing 
things that really matter. 1 act impulsively without first con- 
sidering what God wants me to do. 

Like a deaf child, Ido not hear what God tells me, especial- 
ly if itis something 1 do not want to do. Instead I choose to 
listen to the voices 1 want to follow. 

Tam sometimes blind to the helping hand He offers. And I 
am blind to the people around me who need help, especially 
the people who need God, З 

My spiritual life is also much delayed in its progress and 
development. 

And yet despite ай these handicaps, my Divine Special Ed 
Teacher has lovingly and graciously guided me. Countless 
times, He has picked me up and assured me that there was 
nothing wrong with falling as long as I got up and moved on. 
Repeatedly, He has held my hand and walked with me 
though oftentimes | have stubbornly insisted on acting inde- 
pendently Like the great Special Ed Teacher that He is, He 
has allowed me to fail, knowing that 1 would eventually 
learn from my mistakes. 

My omniscient Teacher has never given up and has never 
been discouraged by how 1 am turning out. My dismal per- 
formance and slow rate of progress have not driven Him 
away from me. When everyone else has given up on me, my 
Divine Sped Teacher has held me in His arms and assured me 
He has a plan and He would never leave my side until I reach 
the terminal goal He has set for my life. 

1 take so much comfort from knowing that even though 
my IEP might take years to complete, 1 am blessed a thou- 
sandfold to be under the tutelage of such a great Teacher. 
‘One who cheers my every little success. One who does not 
care what other people think about me. One who believes 
that someday | can and 1 will reach my maximum potential, 

‘Although have not achieved the same prominence as oth- 
ers with whom I share my birthday, lam not the least bit wor- 
ried. My Divine Special Ed Teacher has given me far more 
than what I deserve. To live in His grace is far more impor- 
tent than winning an Oscar or a Nobel prize, It is truly won- 
erful to be His student, His intern and His special child, 1 ask 
for nothing more than that His name be glorified in this con- 
‘inuing story of grace. 


"YouNc Boop 


Grace M. Flores 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below:--Ed. 


Grace M. Flores, 28, works as a special education teacher in 
three private institutions in Quezon City. 
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Pedestrian traps 


TAM a student of the UP College of Architec- 
ture who is hoping to graduate in April 2005. 
Tam writing this letter because I recently fig- 
ured in an accident that was largely caused 
by the negligence of either the Metro Manila 
Development Authority or the city govern- 
ment of Makati. I wish to call the attention of 
our concerned public officials to this matter. 

On Nov. 26, a batchmate and I went to the 
office of the MMDA along Edsa to do inter- 
views and archival research for our under- 
graduate thesis. On our way home, as we 
were ascending the overpass, a bamboo pole 
suddenly blocked the passageway, hitting my 
head. It was thrust there by utility workers 
‘who were upstairs, cleaning and painting the 
overpass, unmindful of pedestrians passing 
through. 

As a result of that accident, I am now suf- 
fering from carotid artery dissection, My neck 
is in deep pain. 1 am constantly experiencing 
dizziness and headache, Should I nor seek 
further medical attention, 1 could suffer a 
stroke. 

[| Lam a self-supporting student taking odd 
jobs (mostly in fast-food establishments and 
short-term student assistantships) outside of 
my academic classes at UP Diliman. This is 
how 1, together with a sister, try to make both 
ends meet and raise money for my (and my 
two other younger siblings’) daily expenses. In 
fact, I dropped out of school for a year to work 
and save money for our schooling. Abandoned 
by our parents since childhood, we could no 
longer live on doles from our relatives. 

After the accident, Lam now forced to spend 
a huge amount of money for my medical bills 
on top of our daily expenses. 

What bothers me more is the negligence of 
the workers and their superiors. The accident 
could have been prevented had the workers 
and their superiors been more conscious of 
and sensitive to the safety of pedestrians. They 
could have closed the overpass to pedestrians 
while work was in progress. They could have 
put upa sign calling the attention of the public. 
to the ongoing work at the overpass. Who 
knows how many other passers-by fell victims 
totheir negligence? 

1 fervently hope that all government offi 
cials be more responsible in educating and su- 
pervising their subordinates, especially when 
undertaking projects that could pose danger to 
public health and safety. After all, the money 
they are spending for the projects comes from 
the sweat and blood of taxpayers. 

—RONDELL C. GASCON, 

Student No. 1998-12779, 
Bachelor of Landscape Architecture, 
College of Architecture, 

University of the Philippines, 
Diliman, Quezon City 1101 


Lights still off 
in Balonbato, QC 


THIS is about the street lights of Teachers’ Bliss 
at Balonbato, which were disconnected from 
the Meralco grid a few days after the elections 
last Moy. Without electricity, our place is now 
becoming a breeding place of illegal drug 
users, holdupmen, snatchers, petty thieves 
and sexual molesters victimizing those coming 
home late at night or the early risers going to 
office or market at dawn. 

On several occasions I have asked officers of 
the three homeowners associations of Teach- 
ers’ Bliss about the matter, but all they would 
say is, “ic had a problem with Meralco regard- 
ing unpaid electric bills.” If this is the reason, 
then the present administration of Mayor Feli- 
ciano Belmonte is duty-bound to pay the elec- 
tric bills (unless there's a serious legal problem 
that needs judicial intervention). The unpaid 
bills, after all, are for electricity consumed for 
the benefit of the residents of Teachers’ Bliss. It 
is immaterial that it was a previous elected of- 
ficial who assumed responsibility for paying 
the bills. 

Moreover, our place delivered a big margin 
of votes for the reelection of Mayor Belmonte 
and Rep. Annie Susano, 1 hope our beloved 
mayor and representative will join hands to re- 
solve the issue once and for all and light our 
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The sudden death of ЕР] makes me feel [л 
that life is d 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2004 


By Jolene R. Bulambot 


Cebu City 
OR SEVERAL years now, in- 
mates at the Mandaue City 


Ft: have proven to them- 


selves that life does not end with 
detention. 

Instead, many of the prisoners realized that 
there is still hope for change. Opportunities 
stil blossom despite restrictions in their free- 
dom and isolation from their loved ones. 

‘As the country celebrates the season of giv- 
ing, the inmates here are also occupied with 
their lucrative livelihood project. 

Many of the jail’s 490 inmates, including 
some females and minors, are engaged in 
‘making fashion accessories that have been ex- 
ported to Western countries for the past three 
years. 

The products they labor on include creative 
and colorful necklaces, bracelets, pendants, 
key chains, belts and dream catchers. 

Chief Insp. Jose Moring, the jail warden, 
told the inquirer that the skilled inmates in- 
volved in the project have already earned at 
least P250,000 in the past 10 months, or 
about P50,000 more than their total earnings 
last year. ? 

Moring said 10 percent of the income is 
kept by the jail administration for jail opera- 
tions, while the remaining 90 percent is divid- 
ed among those involved in the project. 

Moring said three export companies, all 
based in Mandaue City, had tapped the pris- 
опет skills and labor in exchange for reason- 
able pay. 

These companies regularly supply the pris- 
oners the materials needed to produce the 
adornments. Such materials include nylon 
thread, glass beads, wooden accessories, 
shells, scales, laminated glass, eather and co- 
conut products, 

When the jail administration started the 
fashion accessories project four years ago, 
they only started with 20 skilled workers. To- 
day, almost half of the number of inmates are 
engaged in the project 

Moring said there had been several liveli- 
hood projects initiated by his predecessors, 
but nothing succeeded until they engaged in 
fashion accessory making. 

The project, he said, is in line with the mis- 
sion of the Bureau of Jail Management and 
Penology to promote rehabilitation programs 
for the inmates to make them productive and 
useful 


Dignity of labor 

Jose Biran, 36, and detained for homicide, 
said they have to double their efforts now to 
cope with the number of orders. 

Biran, a skilled fashion accessory maker be- 
fore he was imprisoned, trained most of his 
fellow inmates. 

He said their contracting companies sup- 
plied them with samples that served as model 
products, 

Since December is a peak season, Biran 
said they work day and night to meet their de- 
livery deadlines. 

"We have so many orders now. In a day, we 
even get five sacks of the supplies instead ofthe 
usual two sacks a day. Our work keeps us occu- 
pied and gives usa sense of worth. We are very 
grateful to the project because we are learning 
and earning at the same time,” he said. 

Biran said the cost of labor depends on the 
products they are working on. 

‘The more elaborate the product, the higher 
the labor cost, he said 

On the average, he said, each of the in- 
mate-workers gets paid at least P300 а week. 

Biran also said that the inmates have been 
trained to ensure quality in their work. "If 
things were not done efficiently, the products 
would be returned for them to be redone,” he 
said. 

Geoffrey Duefias, 37 and detained for drug 
charges, serves as the coordinator of the liveli- 
hood project among the adult male prisoners, 

Dueñas said the skilled workers could ac- 
complish an average of 120 pieces a day. 

“Most of those who joined us were those 
who rarely get visitors. To ease the pain, they 
wanted to be occupied. Our work keeps us go- 
ing. It trained us to become very productive, 
too, he said. 

Не said the inmates are organizing a big 
Christmas party for everyone in the jail be- 
cause of the blessings they got this year. The 
inmates have already ordered 100 kilos of 
pork, using their earnings from the project. 

Marites Sungahid, a 32-year-old mother of 
six, said she was grateful for the project be- 
cause it helps her finance her children’s 
needs. 

‘Sungahid has been detained for 10 months 
for illegal possession of dangerous drugs. 

She said she could string together about 
100 pieces of jewelry a day and get paid P2 for 
eachstring. ” 

"I need to work while Iam here because my 
family needs me. I have six children at home 
and {have to help the family. 1 miss my children 
very much. When they come to visit me, I feel 
proud that I can give them money,” she sai 

Moring said the discipline and productivity 
shown by the Inmates could serve as an inspi- 
ration to everyone. 

He said that in Metro Cebu, it is only at che 
Mandaue City Jail that the livelihood project 
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Fashion accessories straight out of priso 


succeeded because of the enthusiasm and 
dedication of the prisoners to earn. 

Aside from fashion accessories, the inmates 
occasionally receive orders for basket weav- 
ing and candle making. 

‘A rattan export company in Mandaue City 
pays at least P200 for every bar stool, sofa or 
armchair and P40 for every basket made. 

Last month, a Catholic lay group in Cebu, 
the Our Lady of Manaoag-Cebu chapter, or- 
dered 50,000 candles. Each candle cost 
P2.50. 

"We are very happy with the outcome of this 
livelihood project. When the [inmates are re- 
leased], they are already rehabilitated and 
they will always have a fallback,” Moring said. 
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MANDAUE City jail, 
warden Jose Moring. q 
(second from right), 
together with some. yo 
prisoners, show the 
products the inmates 
have been producing; 
‘among them, fashion: |. 
accessories as part of. 
their livelihood 
projectatthe 
Bureau of Jail 
Managementand 
Penology. 
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1 Soldiers 
face raps 
| for shabu 


Army soldiers are 
facing criminal 
charges after they 
were allegedly 
caught sniffing shabu 
in last week's raid 
conducted by the po- 
lice on ће famous is- 
land-resort of Bora- 
ay. 

Private First Class 
Venancio Gandulfo 
and Private Glenn 
Suerte were charged 
with violation of the 
Comprehensive Dan- 
gerous Drugs Act of 
2002 at the Aklan 
provincial prosecu- 
tors office. 

Gandulfo and 
Suerte were members 
of the Special Platoon 
of the Army's 47th In- 
fantry Battalion de- 
tailed in Boracay. 

The two were ar- 
rested on Dec. 10 
during a raid in Sitio 
Bulabog in Barangay 
Balabag, Boracay Is- 
land, said Insp. Jack 
Wanky, chief of the 
Boracay Special Pro- 
tection Unit (BSPU). 

He said the target 
of the raid was one 
Juvy Asuncion but 
when the raiding 
team scarched the 
house, they saw two 
soldiers allegedly 
conducting a pot ses- 
sion. Arrested with 
the soldiers was one 
Enrique Milo. Recto 
Vidal, PDI Visayas 
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3 GenSan blast - 
suspects found 
Sayyaf members 


GENERAL SANTOS CITY—Three of the 
five arrested suspects in the Dec. 12 
bombing of a public market here belong 
to the Abu Sayyaf group and two of them. 
matched the description of the bombers. 
provided by witnesses, the military said. 

The revelation appear to give credence to 
theories that the explosion, which killed at 
least 15 people and wounded scores ofothers, 
was the work of terrorists. 

The Abu Sayyaf was being linked to the Je- 
maah Islamiya, the group that claimed re- 
sponsibility for che Bali bombings of 2000, 
where more than 200 people were killed. 

As tliis developed, the local police crime 
laboratory reported that the explosive used in 
the bomb attack was a combination of TNT, 
nitrate and carbon. 

Late Wednesday afternoon, the police and 
the military conducted a joint operation in 
Barangay Labangal here and arrested Norma 
Factora, Connie Formentira, Salih Tasil, 
Karias Kamad and Roland Samuel. 

During the raid, authorities recovered a 
60mm mortar shell, blasting cap and a pack of 
white explosive substance believed to be C-4. 

Southern Command Chief Lt. Gen. Jose 
Braganza told reporters here that during tac- 
tical interrogation, Tasil, Катай and Samuel 
admitted belonging to the Abu Sayyaf. 

Braganza said that Tasil, a resident of Ka- 
malian, Jose Abad Santos town in Davao del 
Sur, had provided refuge to Nadzmi Saabdula 
alias Commander Global, after the Abu leader 
raided the Barcelo Peari Farm in the Island 
Garden City of Samal a few years ago. 

Kamalian, Braganza said, is considered a 


haven of the Abu Sayyaf ín Davao del Sur. 

He said based on investigation, Samuel and 
Tasil resembled the suspects as described by 
the witnesses in Sunday s explosion here. 

He said Катай, also a resident of Ka- 
malian, is the Abu Sayyaf's contact in Western 
Sarangani and General Santos. 

Despite the arrest of the suspected bandits, Bra- 
ganza said the Abu Sayyaf has “no grand plan” to 
launch terror attacks in key cities in Mindanao. 

He said the bandit group might have only 
wanted to show that it is still a force to reckon 
with and it could be possible they staged the 
bomb attack in retaliation for the capture of 
their leaders. 

Braganza said the police and military were 
still tracking down four more suspects in the 
bombing. 

Supt, Willie Dangane, city police chief, said 
they already filed charges of illegal possession 
of explosives against the suspects. 

“We are still in the process of gathering 
statements from witnesses," Dangane said. 

“Based on evidence we have gathered, we 
filed a case of illegal possession of explosives,” 
the Associated Press quoted Dangane as saying. 

Earlier, PNP chief Edgar Aglipay said investiga- 
tors were considering whether a dispute between 
two groups wrangling over a market stall may 
ave led to the blast. But he said the involvement 
of militant groups had not been ruled out. 

Dangane said a sixth suspect, an identified 
‘Abu Sayyaf member, remains at large. 

Dangane, however, insisted that the links do not 
necessarily mean the bombing was the work of the. 
notorious al Qaida linked terror group because the. 
bombers could have been just hired for the attack. 

Aquiles Zonio, PDI Mindanao Bureau and AP. 
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Bulacan, Pampanga farms: 
to get water until April — , 


By Tonette Orejas “We will sustain irrigation until equipment and supplies to the 

PDI Central Luzon Desk (farmers) can harvest in Apri,” site, located at the boundary of 

Hondrade said. Dingalan, Aurora, and General 

ANGELES  CITY—Almost But the easing of the so-called Nakar, Quezon, were hampered 
10,000 farmers tilling 26,000 water war among farmers on the by the bad weather. 

ms 1 hectares of rice and vegetable опе hand and government agen: “As long as there are no rains, 

mee na arms in Pampanga and Bula- ciesand water concessionaireson we're continuing with the work,” 

PA ALAM DAKING Ері сап are assured of irrigation the other hand appeared tempo- hesaid. 

until April next year even as rary. He said President Macapagal- 
ШОЛУ) ARG ILA, water in the Angat Damis o Wieder we Ше it or not Ayo ordered hin to fast wack | 
А Vertedforthemeedsofsome12 when the water level (at Angat. the de-clogging and repair of the 
'FROM'BRGY. PALARIS _ million Metro Manila house- Dam) reaches 180 meters, en tunnel to pedo нан 
TT holds. nobody could draw water (there) Metro Manila, 

Orlando Hondrade, admin- anymore,” he said. The immediate aim is to clear 
istrator of the Metropolitan Rains dumped by four storms the tunnel of debris to reduce the 
Waterworks and Sewerage since November had raised the dirt that gets into the reservoir, he 
System, said this was the ar- water level, easing the competi- said, 
rangement reached among of tion among users. The MWSS The 13-km tunnel diverts 
ficials of the MWSS, National draws 43 cubic meters of water the water from the Umiray Ri 
Water Resources Board and per second from the dam, he er 
d National Irrigation Adminis- said. Bad weather over the Sierra’ 
HOMETOWN FAREWELL cwzmmeorvomenuovsxen | tration, despite the damage to About 50 Dumagat tribes Madre area on Thursday pre- 
Astreamer bidding farewell to the late actor Fernando Poe Jr. hangs on the fence of the city plaza of the Umiray tunnel in Quezon теп on Monday started clear- vented Ms Arroyo from inspect- 
‘San Carlos City in Pangasinan. The late actor, whose death is being mourned by thousands across the and the reduction of water ing logs that blocked the Umi- ing the extent of the damage 
es ce iui flow from thereto Angat Dam тау tunnel. and the progress of repair 

3 in Bulacan. Hondrade said efforts to airlift works. 


Fund lack threatens QN кесе = 


anti-logging program oe 


OZAMIS CITY—In the absence of terminates atthe end of this year 
alternative measures, forest pro- Inthe face of this manpower cut- 
tection efforts in Zamboanga back, Dingal has urged local gov- 
Peninsula's most important moun- ernment units that share a bound- 
tain range could suffer from man- ary with the Malindang protected 
power deficiency as a Nether- area to assume greater responsibili- 
lands-backed environment project ty in its forest protection program. 
terminates within this year. He said that this can be in the 

Rolando Dingal, Mount Malin- form of financing one forest 
dang protected area superinten- guard and including forest guard- 
dent, said the possible financial ing in the mandate of village-lev- 
constraints is making uncertain el law enforcement structures. 
the sustained deployment of 10... Dingal calculates that if every 
forest guards and the effective local government unit around 
functioning of community-based  Malindang agrees to finance one 
volunteer teams that support ior- forest guard, there would be 14 
est guarding activities. guards available for deployment. 

At present, the Protected Area He said that including forest pro- 
Office (PAO) oversees the work of tection in the mandate of village- 
19 forest guards, nine of whom are level law enforcers would require 
funded by the environmentdepart- ло financial outlay on the part ofev- 
ment and 10 by the Agencies ery local government unit, only ad- 
Working for Environmental Sus- ministrative commitment on the 
tainability of Malindang's Environs part of local executives, 
(Awesome) Project, an environ- Occupying a 53,262-hectarearea 
mental conservation program fi- that straddles Occidental, 
папса by the Dutch government. Zamboanga del Norte and Zam- 

In addition, 14 five-man volun- boanga del Sur, Malindangs re- 
teer teams of Bantay Lasang (forest maining forest cover provides about 
watch) were so far organized to a million people with potable water 
boost forest guarding. They are and irrigation to thousands of farms 
trained and supervised by the PAO. іп the three provinces. 

Bur because of PAO's funding de- ‘The mountain range is also 
ficiency, the Awesome Project pro- home to a wealth of species of flo- 
vides for the insurance coverage of та and fauna like the endangered 
each volunteer and a P1,500 Philippine Eagle. 
monthly allowance for each team. Forest protection was thrust in- 

Implemented by CARE Philip. to the limelight following a series 
pines, Awesome seeks to lessen of disasters that struck Aurora 
dependence on forest resources and Quezon provinces, triggering 
as a strategy for sustaining con- landslides and floods that killed 
servation and protection efforts. hundreds of people. Ryan 

Dingalsaid the five-year project Rosauro, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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Dad seeks ban on rich 
kids in public schools 


KIDAPAWAN CITY--Parents of “shows off a flimsy diagnosis 
rich kids must do the govern- and wrong prescription.” 
menta favor: Stop sending their “И can never solve the dis- 
children to governmentschools, ease," Tacadao said. 

Bur a councilor here did not Не said the problem of the 
wait for rich parents to step education sector sprung from 
forward and volunteer. President Macapagal-Arroyo's 

Councilor Rosalio Bombeo Jr. wrong priorities. 
fled a city ordinance that would” Tacadao said the govem- 
stop children of well-to-do fami. ment has never given enough 
lies from enrolling in the Kida- priority to education. 
pawan City National High He said for 2005, the govem- 
School, Spotswood National ment only set aside asim budget 
High School and the Suerte Na- of P111.04 milion for education, 
tional High School Annex. This, he sald, was a far ay 

“This isto the advantage of from the governments budget 
the government as it would re for foreign debt payment, which 
duce the difficulty of the gov... is about 72 percent of the 2005 
епшел in finding the educa- annual budget of P907.7 billion, 
tion of children with parents ^ Tacadao said they appreciated 
who can actually afford to send ће fact that Bombeo was able to 
them to school,” Bombeo said. recognize how the education sec- 

He sald the government tor is riddled with problems, es- 
should use its resources for ` pecially the low budget that it 
poor children instead. gets from the national govem- 

“This is also to decongestthe- ment, but sald the counclor 
population ofthe public schools filed to present a sound solution 
and to lessen the governments tothe problem and even wenton 
financial problem," Bombeo, а toadd tothe chaos, Tori stes Cent MNS veris 
neophyte city councilor, said, . — “Education is a basic right, The 
n Tala ^ г it seems ed na government st giye can METER 37H MERE ON 

iy is happy over Bombeo's to everyone that needs it, Public a 5 i 
proposal, schools should not be exclusive... А тол ече 

Most people here agreed . Besides, discrimination is very 5 ton pics 
that itis a class legislation. clear here,” Tncadao sald. eN ам 

Bven the milltant group Не said Bombeos proposal EDET 
Anak ng Bayan quickly came would “even spur class tension.” 
out with a position against the "This could drag on and be- 
proposed ordinance. come a battle between the rich 

diovanle Tacadao, Anak ng and the poor" Tacadao said. 
Bayan coordinator for this city, Jeffrey Tupas, PDI Mindanao 
said the proposed ordinante Bureau 
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‘Detained general wants to be home for Christmas 


From pagoAt “Perhaps, even the slightest ian court trusts his willingness to” in his house at No.61 Chicago St, Rivas, spokesperson for the outthe holidays. 
hint of impropriety should be go back and [face] trial, [so] I Cubao, Quezon City, or receive Judge Advocate General's Office. Teodosio said the Magdalo mu- 
quest,” he: avoided," he said. don'tseeanyreason why the mili- family and friends in both periods Ви according to Teodosio, the tineers, who are also facing a gen- 
Davila said allowing García a” Soughtforhisopinion, defense tary [should] not trust him to provided that the celebrations are two options are merely recom- eral court-martial, had made a sim- 
holiday break even for humani- counsel Lt. Col. Antonio Doronila come back.” confined within the compound of mendatory. It is still AFP Chief of ilar request but were turned down. 
tarian reasons would be per- said he saw no reason for the re- B the Intelligence Service of the AFB Staff Gen. Efren Abu who has the But in case Garcia gets lucky 
ceived as a form of special treat- quest to be rejected. options where he is detained. authority to decide on the request. апа his request is granted, he will 
ment or favoritism by both the "The accused is already retired Тһе general court-martial later Informed of the options, Gar- Rivas said it was even possible be put under tight security, said 
public’ and members of the and has posted bail in civilian gave Garcia two options: spend ei- cia chose to spend “New Year at for Abu to reject Garcia's request Lt. Col Buenayentura Pascual, 
“Armed Forces. X. s3” Doronila said. "The civil- ther Dec. 24-26 or Dec. 31-Jan.2 Chicago,” said Capt. Candelaria and keep him confined through- AFP information officer. 
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Susan presses attack: Nobody will tell us to shut up © 


From pageAl 


said, adding: 

“Tt just proves that [the Poes] 
did not join politics with eyes 
half-closed." 

Roces told the lawmakers that 
she was extremely frustrated as 
she watched the televised can- 
vass of the votes in June. 

“My heart was bleeding when 1 
was watching the canvass in the 
halls of Congress. What a sorry 
sight!" she said. 

"AIL of you, most of you, you. 
spent so much time to go to 
school, to study law, to study how 
to behave properly. How sad ... 
and the whole world was able to 
watch us. This is the cause that 
Tm fighting for— [redeem] the 
pride of the Filipino people in the 
eyes of the world.” 


‘Noted’ 

Roces said‘. was happy to 
see you", iaces in the House. She 
na the | lawmakers—among 
hem Cibac Rep. Joe! Villanueva, 


stop to it. 


Aurora Rep. Juan Edgardo An- 
gara and Laguna Rep. Justin 
Chipeco—that they were the 
“hope” of the country. 

“All of you will someday run 
[again] for a position,” Roces 
said, “All of you have the fear of 
being cheated, We must put a 


"So much is being spent because 
ofall the cheating. And thats why 
our govemment is corrupt—be- 
cause we are forced to corruption, 
to beable to serve that very long." 

Roces also said her husband's 
fight "to unearth the truth" was 
not for himself alone. "It is to put 
a stop to this very dirty politics. 
To put some pride back in public 
service,” she said. 

At one point, she told Dilangalen: 
“Nobody will tell us to shut up, no- 
body will say Noted.” The last was a 
reference to how questions and 
statements by opposition lawmakers 
on the canvass procedure were dis- 
missed by the canvass panel. 


Out of her shell 


‘Valid’ criticism 
ty Leader Aq 


Roces: candor. 


"The true Susan has finally come 
out," Dilangalen later told the In- 
Quan. “Sheis outofher shell” - 

Сас Villanueva said that it 
was his first time to meet Roces, 
and that he was "surprised at the 
way she carried herself.” 

“1 could see her courage, her 
strength, her determination to 
continue to fight—the same fight 
that [Poe] started,” he said. 

“Toward the end of the conversa- 
tion, Roces admitted to knowing 
litde about politics or governance. 

“But one thing I know is the 10 
commandments, and the golden 
rule," she said. "Its the best guide 
in any profession: Do not do unto 
others what you do not want oth- 
ers to do unto you. Because look 
atthe results!" she said. 


Later yesterday, Senate Minori- 
ю Pimentel Jr. 
said the people should appreciate 


“They heard things that were 
never said before,” Pimentel said 


in a phone interview, referring to 
Roces remarks on TV lamenting 
how her husband was treated 
when he ran for president: 
Pimentel, who, like Poe ran un- 
der the opposition banner Koal- 
isyon ng Nagkakaisang Pilipino, 
said Roces criticism of the TV sta- 
tion ABS-CBN was "valid." 
“[Poe's] candidacy did not get 
a fair shake from ABS-CBN,” he 
said, and cited as instance the 
times when the network “would 
not pan into the size of the 
crowd" during Poe's campaign 
rallies, and “constricted the 
[camera] shots to make it appear 
that the crowd was not that big.” 


‘Fed up’ 

Former Sen. Vicente Sotto Ш, 
a close friend of Poe's, said Ro- 
ces could have made the re- 
marks because she got fed up 
with “the hypocrisy of some 
people.” 

‘And this included people run- 
ning ABS-CBN network which 
Sotto said had an unfair coverage 


ABS-CBN survey says public agrees with Susan 


From page Al 


overwhelmingly agreed with her, according 
to text messages received by dzMM, a radio 
station owned by ABS-CBN. 

"The radio station received 45 pages of text 
messages after an unusually outspoken Roces 
was interviewed by ABS-CBN Thursday night. 
An overwhelming "98 percent, or practically 
all of the texters” agreed with Roces? criti- 
cisms of ABS-CBN,” a source from the giant 
television network told the INQUIRER. 

‘The Ingumen tried to contact dzMM man- 
agement but at press time, they had not sent 
any statement. 


‘Defend Karen’ 

‘Anticipating a backlash, the source said 
ABS-CBN top management requested Ted 
Failon and Korina Sanchez, who co-anchor a 
morning show on dzMM, "to defend Karen," 
referring to Karen Davila of TV Patrol World 
who interviewed Roces live from the Sto. 
Domingo Church Thursday night. 

But Sanchez, who had been eased out of TV 
Patrol and replaced by Davila a few months ago, 
did not show up for yesterday's morning show: 

‘One ofthe news editors of ABS-CBN confirmed 
that there was some discussion about Davia's 
conduct during the interview of Roces, but he said 
"the management stands by Karen.” 

“We are hurt by the backlash, We are not 
contesting the issues raised by Susan Roces 
because these are her perceptions,” the editor, 
‘who asked not to be named, told the Inquirer. 

He said there was a "good side" to the land- 
mark interview, which showed Roces, dubbed 
as one of the most beautiful faces in local 


show biz, ina fighting mood. 

"At least, Susan gave us the sound bites. 
Imagine if she had given them to Mei (Tiang- 
co of the rival Channel 7),” the editor said. 

The source also said the incident should be 
viewed along with other “incidents” related to 
the Poe campaign in the May elections. 

“This is a series, marami na yan (there were 
а lot,” he said, citing the reported plan of 
ABS-CBN to terminate the contract of come- 
dian Dolphy from the sitcom “Home Along...” 
because the "king of comedy” had chosen to 
support Poe in the campaign. 


The interview 

Roces gave Davila an interview Thurse3y 
night, after talking to Ali Sotto ofABC 4 
Tiangco of GMA 7. 

In а rare outburst of anger, the асгеб, 
known to be demure and pro that in 
the May election coverage, -vS-CBN re- 
porters allegedly took only “tig .:shots" of her 
husband's campaign to give the impression 
that FPJ's sorties were not well-attended. 

Roces told Davila: "People don't want to 
watch your news coverage because you capi- 
talize on personal hurt.” 

“Masama ang loob ko sa inyo(l was hurt 
by), Channel 2,” she said bluntly. 

“ABS-CBN reporters were also hurt and af- 
fected by Roces' accusations that their station 
had been biased in its coverage of the recent 
national elections. 

‘While vigorously defending the station, at 
least one reporter said it was “good” that some- 
one verbalized ABS-CBN's "biased" coverage of 
Fernando Poe Jr's campaign. 

“Tm not saying that we are guilty Personally, 


Da King had 5 best traits ... 


From page Al 


leaning toward mother rather than father fig- 
ures, and their yearning for a champion of the 
downtrodden have all contributed to elevate 
Poe to his status as “Da King,” according to Fe- 
lipe de Leon Jr., humanities professor at the 
University ofthe Philippines. 

No doubt the man familiarly called FPJ 
churned out "formula" action flicks, but the 
poor folk he played onscreen turned out to 
have “counterparts in real life,” noted Flory 
Lagbao Bolante, psychology professor at the 
De La Salle University. 

‘And to a German like the Baguio-based 
book author Katrin de Guia, “Filipinos are 
highly idealistic people who thrive on myths. 
FPJ is such a myth." 

“Ang Panday" a mother figure? Quite possi- 
bly. The cinematic Poe may have lethal fists 
and other macho qualities but it's ironically his 
“nurturing, mother-like" qualities that en- 
deared him even more to fans, especially those 
aware of his less publicized works of charity, 
De Leon told the Inquinen yesterday. 

“We are a matriarchal society. We call our 
country ‘motherland’—from whom we expect 
emotional tenderness—rather than 'father- 
land, which conveys the image of a disci 
plinarian, a firm decision-maker," he said. 


Nurturing 5 No. | 

Citing a UP study in which he took part, De 
Leon said that of the five best traits Filipinos 
wanted in a leader, being "mapagkalinga 
(nurturing), which we expect from mothers,” 
emerged as the most important, 

He sald the other qualities they valued in 
leader were being “makadiyos (God-cen- 
tered)," courageous, and just. Being “intelli 
gent" was the least of their concerns, 

Poe was, of course, not alone in being a genera 
ош Good Samaritan, “but Filipinos saw his sin- 
cerry, as compared to those who help others as a 
calculated investment for some future elections." 

“By creating harmony with other people, 
by not keeping himself separete from the 
rest,” the late movie legend and presidential 
candidate also appealed to Filipinos’ sense of 
the spiritual, De Leon said, adding: 

"We are one of the few cultures in the world 
that take spirituality to mean harmony with 
the rest of creation, with the Divine, FPJ is so 
much a symbol of that, and he wouldn't have 
been that popular if he didn't represent some- 
thing sacred to the Filipino.” 

For Bolante, Poe's fans now turning out by 


the thousands at his wake had also identified 
with his “martyr” roles in his movies. 

"This is because we are not really a violent 
people. Add to that our being Christians who 
find it OK to be mapagbigay, mapagpaubaya 
(giving) like the suffering Christ," she said. 

But while Poe's movies were always built 
around the element of martyrdom, in the end 
they conveyed how “the Filipino can take a 
beating, but then he will finally strike back if 


you malign his honor or also threaten his | 


loved ones,” Bolante said. 

Also crucial in explaining the current FPJ 
fanaticism was the recent election, she said 

If Poe never entered politics, Bolante said, 
Filipinos would just be burying a well-loved 
movie legend. 

“But we are seeing such a show of emotions 
now because ће fan-idol relationship has gone in- 
to a deeper level of leader-follower relationship,” 
she said. “Thats why we are now also hearing 
‘comparisons between FPJ and Ninoy [Aquino, the 
opposition leader assassinated in 1983).” 

Lingering allegations that Poe was cheated 
їп the closely fought presidential race in May 
have left his supporters “feeling they were 
robbed of a leader,” Bolante said. “This is 
where the emotions are coming from.” 


Mythical 

Through the foreign eyes of De Guia, writ- 
ex cultural worker, and wife of independent 
filmmaker Kidlat Tahimik, "FPJ is such a 
myth. He stands for Pinoy hopes, dreams and 
asplrations—at least [that's] how the people 
know him best from his films.” 

“He played the incorruptible, honest guy. 
‘And as my research showed, facts and fan- 
tasles blur in Pinoy culture... We don't know 
where the [movie] character ends and the re- 
al person begins," she said, 

De Gula has a Ph.D, in Pilipino psychology 
and has written a book on the Filipino con- 
cept of kapwa tao (fellow man). The book is 
due for release in February. 

She described FPJ as a "heart person,” 
based on "testimonies I've watched on TV re- 
vealling] that he helped a lot of people with- 
out wanting anybody to know.” 


‘Aheart person’ 

"Thats why [would be concerned if he made 
itasa president” she said, "Such a heart person 
will have a hard time dealing with heardess 
people in politics, especially foreigners, global 
politicians or business interests, who would 
come here with thelr subtle corruption." 


Tm not. But something should be done with this 
Xind of perception because itis unfair tous," the 
reporter said, on condition of anonymity. 

Asked whether the exchange between Davila 
and Roces would affect ће network's coverage 
of Poe's wake, the reporter said it would not. 

"We are still here. We are still covering it. 
‘We all know it's a job that has to be done,” one 
of them said. 

Susan's order of preference 

But as to what really happened that night, peo- 
ple close to the Poe family said ABC-S's Sotto was 
to interview Roces first, followed by GMA 7s 
Tiangco, and finally ABS-CBN's Davila. 

This, they said, was what Roces herself 
wanted. 

Sotto came first because she is a friend of 
the Poe family, according to a source familiar 
with Poe's media affairs. But Davila insisted 
on interviewing Roces ahead of Tiangco. 

The source said ABS-CBN had secured an 
interview with Roces after Sotto through a 
key media officer within the Poe camp. 

Without this media officer's knowing it, 
however, two persons close to Roces said OK 
to Tiangco after Sotto. 

То set matters straight, they asked Roces how 
she preferred the order of the interviews. It was 
then that the widow said she wanted ABC-5 first, 
followed by GMA 7 and last with ABS-CBN. 


of Poe during the presidential 
campaign early this year. 

"How can they (ABS-CBN) call 
him (Poe) Каратйуа (part of the. 
family) when they treated him 
badly?" Sotto said, referring to 
the TV plugs now being shown by 
the network. 

Sotto described Roces as “very 
honest and sincere.” He added: 
If you don’t want the answer, 
don'task her” 


Intractable 

According to Pimentel, Roces is 
not interested in politics or even. 
in leading a political moveme: 

“4 think we in the opposi 
should respect that and not 
late her into jumping into the po- 
litical fray, for which she has no 
inclination," he said. 

Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santia- 
go shared Pimentel's observation 
that Roces was not inclined to en- 
ter politics. 

^| think she will prove in- 
tractable to any seduction from 
power groups with their own in- 


dividual agenda," Santiago said. 

She said political forces would 
not be able to manipulate Roces, 
"but they may be able to manipu- 
late the masses—that is the dan- 
ge 

“ think the jeopardy to nation- 
al political stability will arise after 
{Poe's} burial [on Dec. 22]," she 
said. 

Santiago observed that Fil- 
ipinos tended to be “respectfully 
Silent" during a wake. 


‘Hysterical’ 

"Rut [afterward], people have 
been known to become hysterical 
and take panic action. That is 
‘what we are hoping to prevent; 
that is what Mrs. Poe is trying 
hard to prevent,” she sai 
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Santiago had earlier warned * 


th: “professional saboteurs” 
might try to take advantage of the 
grief of the Poe supporters and 
lead destabilization ^ moves 
against the Arroyo administra- 
ton. Withareportfrom Chris- 
tine О. Avendaño 


Allies see FP] death as 
catalyst for Erap comeback 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


FERNANDO Poe Jr's death is the 
“catalyst” and his wife Susan Ro- 
ces the “inspiration” for change 
that may make his best friend 
President again, according to 
two members of the opposition. 
Drawing political scenarios 
that may follow the death of 
the icon known as “Da King” or 
“FPJ,” former Sen. Francisco 
Tatad and former Maguin- 
danao Rep. Didagen Düan- 
galen yesterday raised the pos- 
sibility that deposed President 
Joseph "Erap" Estrada would 
be reinstalled in Malacafiang. 
“There is now an outpouring of 
support for the family of FPJ. This 
might be a catalystin the quest for 
immediate change here in our na- 
tion... the catalyst we have been. 
waiting for” said Dilangalen. 
People wanting to see the 
screen idol for the last time are 
standing in line for hours at the 


‘St. Martin's Chapel in Sto. Domin- 
go Church in Quezon City—an in- 
dication ofthe popularity that Poe 
is still wielding even in death. 

With this show of sympathy 
for the bereaved family, Tatad 
said President Macapagal-Arroyo 
would no longer able to govern. 

“Even if she stays, she will be 
unable to govern, and nobody 
occupies the presidency if you 
cannot govern. You have to 
go," Tatad said, adding: 

“He (Poe) died while trying 
to right a grievous political 
wrong. FPJ died physically but 
I think GMA (Ms Arroyo) died 
politically.” 

Poe died of a stroke a minute 
past midnight on Dec. 14, suc- 
cumbing to a sudden attack due 
toa clogged artery in his brain. 

Dilangalen, a lawyer, sai 
Poe's election protest at the Pres 
dential Electoral Tribunal would 
still be pursued because it was “a 
matter of public interest.” 
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È Toyota laborers 
like 'Beldio' Dioquino. » 


pd 


5 rk is hard. Physically, 


production is exhausting.” 
said Belcezar Dioquino, Jr, welding 
line Team Leader at Toyota Molor 
Philippines Corporation. 


“This reality hasn't stopped 
Belcezar from achieving excellence 
in his work. He has even been 
rewarded for his exemplary 
performance. 


This уен, Beldio as he is 
commonly called) was recognized 
as one of the 2004 Tower Awardees 
for the Rotary Club of Manila 
Known es The Outstanding 
Workers of the Republic (Tower), 
the awards honor the country's 
том outstanding non-supervisory 
blue-collar and white-collar 
workers of the country. 


Its not difficult to see how this 30- 
year old from Bacolod City could 
have earned this distinction, 


Beldlo operates by the philosophy 
of constant improvement called 
katzen - one of Toyota's core work 
values, In one intervie, Beldio 
said, “TE quality should be good, the. 
condition of the process and 
emplorrees should be good.” 


Astaunch kalzon advocate, Beldio 
was able to contribute 65 
Improvements forthe 
manufacturing line at Toyota's 
Santa Rosa, Laguna plant. He has 
been cited many times for having, 
the most number of innovations. 


Beldio shi es his success wit 
co-workers, "Lam with people from 
different provinces, said Belcezar. 
“Our relationship is okay. When we 
work, Itis work” 


The 10-year Toyota veteran says 
that they help each other in the line. 
"1 give them suggestions on how to 
improve our process and make it 
better and safe for all of ua, he 
shared. 


According to Beldlo, he and his 
colleagues always emphasize 
quality, consistancy, and safely In. 
thet work. “In this manner” he 


YEAREND REPORT 


Filipino hard work and Japanese kaizen 
bring honor to employee of 
Toyota Motor Philippines 


his 


"Tho valuo placed on thelr 
employees is evident In the plant 
consolidation at Sta, Rosa, Laguna 
that Toyota has embarked on. 
Management has taken every stop 

„to ensure that every employee la 
cared for. Toyota has announcud all 
workers will be retained despite tha 
consolidation exercise. Toyota ls on. 
the move lending the way. 


Воо and his peers share 
managements desire and drive to 
grow the compar. "Show the best 
quallty in your work. Be consistent 
with the programs ofthe company? 

EL 


explains, "not only does the 
company benefit but the employees 
do as well” 


Toyota Motor Philippines has 
always valued its employees. 1t has 
provided support with training and 
other programs designed to 
continually hone thelr skills. 
Employees like Beldio are models of 
the success of these efforts, 
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Jv loses ‘light of my life’ 


From pago Al 
when we tried to go inside re- 
peatedly but it couldn't be done.” 
He sald the Makati force firemen 
hhad the most modern equipment 
"but its not enough because rescue 
squads should have an asbestos suit 
so they could go in for the rescue." 
“My daughter brought us so 
much happiness and so much joy, 
occasional pain but so much hap- 
piness and so much joy. For us she 


е Make sure each household 
member knows where to run in 
case of fir. Itis best to have two 
‘ways of getting out of each room 
and designate a meeting place 
outside. 

ө Windows and doors with 

_ steel grills must have quick re- 
lease devices to allow them to be 

‚ opened immediately, or, use grils 
that have openings secured by 
padlocks. Make sure each mem- 
ber knows where the keys are, or 
make several duplicates and give 
each one a сору. ` 

e Have at least one smoke de- 
tector on each house level includ- 
Ing the basement. Detectors 
should be free of dust, have new 
batteries each year and tested 
monthly. 

• Have a fire extinguisher and 

y every member must know how to 
шей. 

Never overload circuits and 
extension cords. Do not place 
cords and wires under carpets or 
over nails. 

* Unplug appliances not in 
use. 

® Practice alerting other 


© Time is critical. Don't waste 
‘time getting dressed or finding 
valuables, just get out. 

ө Parents should remember 
that kids will try to hide from fire, 
so be sure to check closets and 
under the bed. 

sos. -9 Try to geta wet cloth to 
„ Cover yourself or at least your 
Ê nose, stay low and стамі out of 
j, the burning area since smoke 


is really irreplaceable.” 

“Next to my wife, she is the 
light of my life. She was so viva- 
cious,” De Venecia said of his 
16-year-old daughter. 

KC, his youngest, died 10 days 
before the Speaker was to mark 
his 68th birthday. 

The fire was the latest of a 
string of tragedies to befall Fil- 
ipino homes as the nation pre- 
pared to celebrate the year-end 


members of the house (yelling, 
pounding the walls, etc) Itis a 
good idea to keep a bell and flash- 
light in each bedroom. 

ө Practice evacuating while 
blindfolded since in real fire situa- 
tion the amount of smoke will 
make seeing difficult. 

ө Sleep with bedroom doors 
closed. This will keep deadly heat 
and smoke out of bedrooms, giv- 
ing one additional time to escape. 

ө If you have Christmas 
lights, check lights for frayed 
wires, gaps in insulations, broken 
or cracked sockets and excessive 
wear. Use only lighting listed by 
approved testing laboratory. Also, 
do not link three tight strands un- 
less directions indicate itis safe. 
Connect strings of lights to an ex- 
tension cord before plugging it 
into the outlet. Periodically check 
wires and make sure they are not 
warm to the touch. 

ө Post emergency numbers 
near telephones (Association of. 
Volunteer Fire Chiefs & Firefight- 
ers of the Philippines: 160-16; 
Association of Philippine Volun- 
teer Fire Brigades Inc.: 522-2222) 


does not stick tothe floor and in- 
stead floats up in the air 

* Feel all doors before open- 
ing them, If door is hot, get out 
another way. 

ө Leam to stop, drop to the 
ground and roll if clothes catch fire. 

‘Sources: SFO4 Alexander 
Agader of the Bureau of Fire Pro- 
tection; United States Fire Admin- 
istration 
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‘The best choices on international products for the best value. THIS DECEMBER - an 


holidays, making this for some 
their bleakest ever Christmas. 
In late November and early this 


month, more than 1,200 people .Ё 


died in deadly storms in Luzon. 
less than a week ago, a massive 
stroke felled national movie idol 
Femando Poe Jr. 

De Venecia was himself injured 
in the fire when he tried several 
times to enter his blazing house 
in an effort to save his daughter 
but he was driven back by the 
heat, his office said. 

He had come rushing home 
from a meeting at the House of 
Representatives with other law- 
makers on revenue measures. 

Seeing his house in flames, De 
Venecia stripped to his undershirt 
and was seen throwing buckets of 
water in a desperate effort to help 
contain the fire. 

KC uttered her plea for help 
when her elder sister, Carissa, 
called her on her cell phone. 


House impenetrable 

The girl failed to get out of the 
house because the grand stair- 
case was already engulfed in 
flames, firemen said. 

Unable to get down the stair- 
case, KC apparently then ran to her 
brother Christopher's bathroom, 
‘wrapped herself with a wet blanket 
and lay in the bathtub in an at- 
tempt to protect herself, they said. 

Firemen who tried to find KC in- 
side her own room decided to go 
back outside when the ceiling ofthe. 
second floor collapsed, fire bureau 
official Supt. Ruben Morales said. 

Another fire official, Chief Insp 
Rachel Avilla of the Makati Fire De- 
partment, said rescuers found KC 
around 22.m., or 30 minutes before 
the fire was completely put out. 

“We had a hard time getting in- 
side the house because it was prac- 
tically impenetrable,” Avilla said. 


Padlocked fire exit 

She said that the grills, bullet- 
proof glass windows and sliding 
doors, and a "padlocked" fire exit 
made it initially impossible for 
firemen to reach the second floor 
and rescue the girl 

Awilla also said the rescuers 
had a difficult time going inside 
the house because of the thick 
smoke coming from the burning 
‘curtains and carpet. 

"The Speaker (De Venecia) was 
trying to get usto go inside the house. 
to rescue his daughter after conduct- 
inga head count” Avilla said. 

The fire official also said KC's sis- 


„ter repeatedly told them that she 


could hear someone yelling for help. 

he also said she was able to 
talk to her sister on her cell 
phone,” Avilla said. 

Tt was about 10:45 p.m. when 
Carissa received a frantic call from 
a secretary of De Venecia saying a 
fire had broken out and that the 
family was looking for KC. 


Last moments 

Knowing KC was in the house, 
Carissa immediately drove to the 
De Venecia residence and dialed 
KC's mobile phone. 

^1 called up KC and asked her, 
‘Where are you, how are you?™ De 
Venecia spokesperson Emmanuel 
“Noe!” Albano quoted her as saying. 

KC's answer was: "Ate (Sister), 
help, help." 

Other accounts said KC appar- 


KC on life: 


From page Al 


KC's elder sister, Carissa Cruz, 
"whom KC talked with on the cell 
phone as she pleaded for help, de- 
scribed her as "a fun-loving and 
passionate girl.” 

“Sweet, intelligent, a girl who 
lived life to the fullest ... She 
spoke her mind freely and loved 
with all her heart,” Carissa said. 
“She had a great zest for life.” 

Born April 6, 1988, KC was a 
talented, budding artist, “a young. 
painter [who] already had an ex- 
hibition at che age of 8," De Vene- 
cia said. 

She was an 8th grader at the 
International School, equivalent 
to third year high school, accord- 
ing to a family spokesperson. She 
attended Colegio de San Agustin 
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KC: With the world at her feet, she “faced a vibrant life ahead of her.” She painted, she read a lot 
cluding her father's books and she loved eating pasta earning her the family's title of “carb queen.” 


ently was able to ralk to other rel- 
atives while the fire raged 
through the house. 

"Please help me ... Pm inside 
the bathroom,” she told a relative 
when asked about her location, 
according to Morales. 

Carissa said that on Thursday 
evening, she spent time with KC 
and Christopher at the De Vene- 
cia residence. 


No right tools for grills 

Christopher, 18, had invited KC 
for coffee at the nearby Starbucks 
curler atthe village shopping cen- 
ter. KC agreed and changed 
clothes but changed her mind 
and instead ordered pizza. 

Carissa left for her own house. 
at around 10 p.m., knowing KC 
did not leave house. 

Firemen climbed from outside 
the second floor but they could 
notcut the steel window grills be- 
cause they did not have the right 
tools, Carissa related to Albano. 

The fire was contained at 2:30 
a.m. and itwasafter this that KC's 
body was found. 

Morales said that based on the 
statement of witnesses, the Christ- 
mas lights in the house had been 
on for more than a day, causing 
them to overheat and explode. 

The fire frst gutted the living 
тоот and the kitchen of the house 
before spreading across the entire 
second floor, where the bedrooms of 
the family members were located. 


Smart girl 
“She was a smart girl. She real- 
ly wanted to survive so she 
wrapped herself їп a blanket and 
went to the bathtub. She knew 
exactly what was to be done," Al- 
bano quoted Carissa as saying. 
Albano said the steel window 
grills, which were standard in all 
of the rooms in the house, had 
prevented KC from escaping. 
Morales said the fre began 
around 11:20 p.m. when a house- 
maid heard shouts from the second 
floor of the house. The security 
guard on duty tried in vain to put 
out the flames with an extinguisher, 
However, Avilla could not esti- 
mate how much property was de- 


CRADLING the ashes of his baby, De Venecia with wife Gina arrives at the. 
Santuario de San Antonio to start the vigil for their daughter, ema. 


stroyed in the fire. 

“Everything there looked expen: 
sive,” Avilla said, adding that the 
fire could have easily destroyed 
millions: worth of furniture. 


Cremation 
The fire officials added that 
they were investigating if the 
Christmas lights on the tree really 
overheated and caused the fire. 
KC's remains were cremated at 
the Loyola Memorial Chapels in 
Makad and her ashes taken to the. 
San Antonio Church in Forbes Park. 
Daily Masses are set ший KCS re- 
mains are interred at the San Antonio 
Church exypt on Dec. 22 10am. 
Inlieuof flowers, the family re- 
quested cash donations for the 


newly established KC De Venecia 
Foundation. 


GMA: A personal loss 

President Macapagal-Arroyo 
went to visit with the grieving fami- 
ly at the Dusit Hotel where the De 
Venecias had moved after the fire. 

“My whole family extends its 
profound condolences to the fam- 
ily of House Speaker Jose de 
Venecia," she said. 

"We are shocked and upset by, 
this tragedy that has befallen a 
staunch ally and friend, and 1 
consider the death of KC a per. 
sonal loss of one who faced a vi- 
brant life ahead of her. 1 pray be- 
side Gina and Joe for her eternal 
peace,” Ms Arroyo said. 


‘See what is good in everything 


inher elementary days. 
KC's best friend, Fides Camino, 
(C was always there for ev- 
eryone, and very generous. Very 
sweet. She always pushed other 
people to strive and not give up. 
[And] she loved to eat.” 

"She read a lot, including the 
Speakers books. She was really 
more into reading rather than 
anything else,” said De Venecia's 
spokesperson, Emmanuel “Noe!” 
Albano. 


Carb Queen 

“She was the type who shied 
away from the public. She was 
bright and she had a mind of her 
own,” Albano added. 

She loved food “and we often 
called her the “carb queen (car- 
bohydrates queen)” because she 


t's never too ean 


...for Christmas to be Merry. 


any day of the year. 


loved pasta," Carissa said. 

"She had a great gift to con- 
vince anyone. She was very per- 
suasive, She would have been a 
great leader had she chosen to be- 
comeone.” 


“See good in everything’ 

KC's love for life was reflected 
in what she wrote in her school 
yearbook in 2002: “Accentuate 
the positive, eliminate the nega- 
tive.” 

She added: “Many a time, it 
scares me every time a difficulty 
ога problem comes my way. Yet | 
try to discover its true essence 
and how I'll be able to use it to de- 
velop and mold my identity. 

“1 know, too, that its better to 
be an optimist than a pessimist. 
Hopefully, you too will be able to 


[sce] whats good in everything 
you cross paths with." 

Aside from her parents, KC is 
survived by her grandmother. 
Mrs. Azucena Vera Perez; broth- 
ers Christopher de Venecia, Felipe’ 
Cruz Ш, Jose de Venecia Ш; and 
sisters Carissa Cruz, Alexandra” 
Haner, Leslie Norton and Vivian, 
Garcia. 


The children 

KCwas the youngest of the two 
children of the De Venecias. The 
oldest one is Christopher. 

Carissa is one of two children 
Gina had from a previous mar- 
riage. She has a brother, Felipe 
Cruz Ш. 

De Venecia had three children by. 
his previous marriage —Leslle, Vi- 
vian and Jose Joey" de Venecia I, 
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Water  Looters blamed for MRT glitch 


p р у By Clarissa S. Batino An MRT employee at the teran unexplainable system mal- Тһе MRE3 had suffered from cables against looters. 
Guadalupe station had noticed function. several instances of tripping and What is important, according 
resu mes THE MANAGEMENT of Metro smoke coming out from beneath Looters sell the copper found system malfunction for most of to Gui, is that the MRT-3 has been 
Rail Transit 3 has blamed looters the southbound tracks around im the cables, like their counter- the second half of the year. able to respond immediately to 
for incidents of power tripping, 6:45 yesterday moming. The parts who offer pilfered tele. — Guisaidwearandtearhadalso any problem and is able to re- 
By Christine A. Gaylican including the one that triggered power was immediately shut off phone cable wires to ready mar- played a part in the malfunctions, sume operations quickly. 
ў а fire yesterday morning near to contain the damage. kets. The copper sells for atleast with an average volume of Lastimoso said Makati fire- 
MAYNILAD Water Services Inc. the Guadalupe station in Makati Mariano Gui, МАТЗ P80a kilo. 2 400,000 passengers daily already fighters, the Metropolitan Manila 
Tis Beat a is Uae е O spokesperson, explained that Lastimoso said theMRTsecuri- exceeding the original ridership Development Authority and the 
rent water supply shortage that ., The MRES suspended opera. when electric cables are cut, the ty team earlier discovered about estimates. He said the agency had Manila Electric Co. helped put 
rent water supply shortage hat ions berween Shaw Boulevard to system malfunctions, resultingin 20 meters of feeder wire connect; not yet come up with a plan that out the fire and manage the traf- 
its customers are curent) ede, Taft Avenue in Baclaran before 7 powertrpping.Hesaidtheagen- ing stations Guadalupe and would strengthen the integrity of fc that ensued from the stalled 
Желип in some parts of Quezon gm. to about 8:10am. yesterday cy had apprehended some “rugby Buendia that were totally илей MRT facies and guard its train operations along Edsa, 
Caloocan, Valenzuela, Manila, because ofthe fire. boys” earlier caught trying to anddamaged. 2 
Paraftaque and Pasay City. MRT3 General Manager steal the cable wires. "We get blamed for the MRT 
These areas are expected to re- Roberto Lastimoso said initial in- He said looters usually try to malfunction, but we are victims 
елы ыру of water vestigation showed that the fire steal the cables’ copper wires too, just like the passengers. We 
sno Мад gid was caused by faulty wiring from found under the tracks. The MRT cannot provide security every 
Working closely with the Na. damaged steel cables. would discover the cut cables af- inch of the railway” said Gui. 


tional Power Corp, Maynilad : 
temporarily plugged one of the 

аа е GAIOOCAN to raise permit fees 
ing brackish water from the An- 

gat Dam—which is currently the Я 

main source for households, By EdsonC. Tandoc Jr. To be directly hit by the rate — Thecityis facing a PS0-million 
electricity generation and irriga- adjustments are business estab- debt in unpaid water, electricity 
tion. H HOPING to ease its fiscal prob- lishments in the city, while rate and phone bills. 

Maynilad president Dr Fiorello lems, the Caloocan City local gov- increases for residential permits Nearby Malabon City had also 
FEstuar said they would temporar- ernment will increase its permit will be implemented in 2006, ac- proposed an increase in its per- 
ily use the Angat Dam spillway, and certification fees starting cording to Russel Ramirez, secre- mits and certification fees. | 
which delivers clearer water, thus next year. tary to the mayor. The City Treasurers Office,” || 
allowing Maynilad's Treatment Mayor Enrico Echiverri told Тһе City Revenue Code was hoping to generate an additional 
Plant to operate at its normal ca- the INQUmER that with the in- lastupdated in 1992. P47 million in annual revenues, 
pacity processing and clean up creased rates, the city would оч The updated rates were based has already proposed to the City 
‘some 2,500 million liters of water ble the revenues generated from on existing rates in the big cities Council an amendment to the 
aday. permits and certifications. of Manila and Quezon, Echiverri City Revenue Code. 

‘The firm had reduced the wa- ` The rate adjustments have added. The proposal seeks to in- 
ter supply by 25 percent since its been approved bythe Ciy Coun. In a statement, the Giy Hall crease permit fees for pedicabs, 
filter plants could take up only so cil and will be implemented Star. promised residents that the addi- tricycles, buildings and busi- - : 
much of the muddy water from ing January 2005, the mayor tional burden would be translated nesses, as well as fees for certifi- МЛЛ С A SALE 
Angat Dam. added. into more government projects. cations. $9, ;30: A MP 


Dreams come true for stage-struck street kids 


By Tarra V. Quismundo ч a much-applauded “caroling” ses- 

E н T sion dedicated to Manila Mayor 
SHE MAY not be able to see, but. Hat Lito Atienza this week. At the end 
14-year-old Nikki Arabis has a 3 of their performance, Atienza 
clear view of what she would like k À gave them dolls, and promised to 
töbe someday. "5 give them P300 each. 

."I want to become a singer,” s "Fach one shares anything giv- 
she said. "I want to see Regine Ve- Я en to фет," said street educator 
lasquez,” she continued with ex- É Rosalinda Policarpio. On hese dts: JAN. 19 - 22. 
citement, as if her dream was just ч "These are children in need. STARTS AT 8:30 A.M. SHARP. 
within reach. We learned about their. talents 

Her first step toward realizing E J when we held an audition for our 
that dream was a chance at being. Л Palig-Sining cultural contest 
part ofa performing arts group of PA where we chose kids viho were 
underprivileged kids like her. good at singing and dancing. 

Nikki is now one of the lead f “And these kids stood out,” said 
singers ofa sing-and-dance group E 3 another street educator, Jomar 
of treet kids from Tondo, Manila, Tamondong. 
organized by the local social wel- NG 5 The group's dedication and 
fare department to perform hard work landed them in the 
Christmas carols all over the city third place in a city-wide perfor- 
this Yuletide season. mance contest, even while they 

“Maganda naman po (Its good sang some flat notes and missed a 
experience)," said Nikki, who was Е few dance steps. 
among 11 other children from Ton- 5 The runner-up win was fol- 
do's shanty communities picked for NIKKI Arabis, one of the group's lead singers who hasbeen blind ince lowed by aes Tamon- 
their potential in the performing birth, receives a gift from Manila Mayor Lito Atienza. covmsurororo dong added. 
ans, “Hindi ako nawawalan ng pag- “Nawawala na ang kiya nila. 
asa (Lam not losing hope).” over her two siblings, while her This month, the group, which Hindi na sila ilang sa tao (They 

Nikki, first born of three kids, father is a pedicab driver. is still in search of a name, has have overcome their shyness and an 
related that she would soon be With her 11 friends, Nikki, the performed four times, and has no longer feel awkward in front КЫ 
able to see, and finally attend oldest inthe group, has performed been lined up as front act for oth- of people); she said, adding that 
School, needs that she and her inmalls, where the group received er functions of the city’s social the social welfare department 
family are unable to afford. Her gifts and cash from sponsors and welfare unit. would still watch over the kids 
mother stays at home to watch enthralled audiences. Their latest appearance was at when the Christmas season ends. 


METROBRIEFS Susan Roces’ venomous words 


Minis roje 
top pi 1 ct SUSAN Roces, one of the most Т peared on the list of PJI stockhold- 
MINISTOP is now in partnership. " ө 
‘with ABS-CBN Foundation Sagip Ka- beautiful faces to grace Philip- L3 Its former president was Rosario 
pamilya. in the organization's drive Pine cinema, poured her venom. Olivares. The other stockholders 
to aid inrebuilding the lives ofty- O her husband's critics. were Augusto "Gus" Villanueva, 3 3 3 
hoon victims. For the month of De- _ Especially mentioned were peo- Jose Luna Castro, Manuel Salak Jr, FUSS CANIER OROPEDE, —p ү Ош FORNARO TARE MR 
‘camber, all Ministop outlets wili be ple who had called FPJ “a mere ac- Р Alex Maramag and Domingo Flores. POWER TAIL GATE r UN, ING VANS 
accepting donations in kind—food, tor” who should not be in politics. РЛ owed the government P33.36 x * = 


Clothing. blankets and other necessi- Ms Roces outburst of anger is А million. The high court said that PJI p 


ties—for the displaced residents of” understandable. Itcame from the blood on the tarmac of the should be retumed to its owners af 
flood-stricken provinces Ike Quezon, "depths of her heart which had Manila International Airport. ter they shall have paid the oan. 
Nueva Есја and some provinces In ^ bottled up the anger for some His death led to the overthrow The govemment has no business 
the Bicol region. Helping save ves time. Itwaslikeadam bursting. — ofthe Marcos dictatorship. running a newspaper, and for that 
‘can be as easy as dropping by the But Susan should have known ^ Now, backtoFPJ.Whatwould maner, any other media outlet. It 
nearest Ministop outlet and giving that when her husband entered be the actors rallying point? should leave the praising of its 
whatever you can share. With the the dirty world of politics, he There is no dictatorship to dis- good deeds to private media. Any 
holidays just around the comer, his would be fair game for the politi- lodge because we're already liv- media outlet run or sequestered by = 
isthe porfect time to spread joy and ans and critics ing ina democratic space. ie prement daa sagasaan | ESTE Pag 
hope to people in need. Makethose As they say all is fair in love То repeat, how stupid could once itannounces its good deeds. 
те sacrifices and join Ministop In аа war And politics is war. some people get? ter 

velping ease their plight. eee wee ‘This column commiserates 

n Some stupid people compare Its just proper that the Philip. with Speaker Jose de Venecia, 

кшн уке FPJto Ninoy Aquino whose death pine Journalists Inc. (PJI) be re- his wife Gina, and the rest of |||. . چ‎ 
(ек de Sin Jue. Pipes ls spurred the Edsa I revolution. turned to its former owners, as their family on the death of TSUZU CABIN ASSY FOR 35 
КМ йв graduates, from 1965  , NINOY Aquino was a martyr, mandated by the Supreme Court. their 16-year-old daughter, Seere LIBS п 
Dan ER Wette uno at. ELI WOE nO: РЛ owns the tabloids People's Kristina Casimira or KC. i 
102008, umi Т пг РР) was а hero in all the Journal, People's Tonight and Tal- KG died when the De Venecia 
emm spa am. movies wherehe was theleading iba, and the magazines Insider residence was destroyed by fire 
a aloha Liem man. But such heroism was only and Women’s Journal. caused by defective Christmas 
dela Paz Garden of the Coleglode оп the silver screen. In real life, It was sequestered by the lights, 

San Juan de Letran in Intramuros, FPJ was an ordinary guy, like you . Aquino administration which was Mer. Speaker and Ms De Vene- 
Manila. Interested alumni may and me, capable of mistakes that оп a vendetta binge after it took cia, please accept my sincerest 
course thelr inquiries through the human beings are heir to. over from the Marcos dictatorship. condolences. 

following: Sunshine Balite at 0927- Ofcourse, Ninoy was also hu- PJI was thought to be owned by In this season of merrymaking, INSPECTION DATES: JAN. 13 + 

3459876: Niko Marco Gagolinan at man, making mistakes along Kokoy Romualdez, former First why did tragedy have to strike For inquiies раве cat ma 
0919-5749468, or MarjorleAnn Ње way. But he became larger LadylmeldaMarcos'brothe. your household? That question РИУ СИСЈАН (02j984:0215/10) 
Gimpaya at 0919-2027612. than life when he shed his But Kokoys name never ap- only the Almighty can answer. artis som Vua eur wa кучы 
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Gin Kings crush Barakos, 
join Phone Pals for lead : 


By June Navarro 
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ANTIPOLO CITY—Barangay Ginebra grabbed big rebounds and ably 
turned them into baskets to crush Red Bull, 107-89, and join Talk ‘N 
Text at the top of the Gran Matador PBA Philippine Cup last night at 


the Ynares Center here. 

Ranged against the best rebounding 
team in the conference, the Kings gave the 
Barako a dose of their own medicine with 
enviable board dominance to overcome a. 


shaky start. 

GGinebrais big men underscored the Kings’ 
power around the shaded lane. Erik Menk 
finished with 26 points and nine rebounds, 


COLLEGE 
SPORTS 
SATURDAY 


Romel Adducul chipped in 15 points and 15 
boards while Andy Seigle scored 12 of his 
14 points in the second half. 

The trio helped Ginebra to a 57-49 re- 
bounding edge as even guards Mark 
Caguioa, Sunday Salvacion and Jayjay 
Helterbrand did their share off the 
boards. 

Caguioa also rescued the Gin offense 
down the stretch, tossing in 18 of his 20 
points in the second half, including eight 


E-mail: pr_sports@inquirercom.pht 


Editor Teddyvic S. Melendres ` 


ing 


E 
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in the final five minutes to fuel a latë 
Kings' run on the way to the teams 11th `~ 
victory in 16 games, tying Talk М Text at 
thetop. 
"The Barako, now out of the twice 
beat picture, are just half a game up 
cellar dwelling Sta. Lucia (5-10) after 
sorbing their 10th win in 16 outings. — 4 
In the second game, Alaska ripped the 
game open right in the first quarter and 
GIN A26 
* 
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Wife asks Pacquiao | 
to train early in US 


x 
Уз % By Recah Trinidad and Jasmine W. Payo 


S. MANNY Pacquiao was to get 
his birthday wish from lovely 
wife Jinkee, who yesterday 

said she would ask the world 

boxing celebrity to cut short his 

holidays and leave early to train in 
the United States, possibly on Dec. 28. 

Pacquiao celebrated his 26th birthday yester- 

+ day and played Santa to a great horde of poor vil- 

lagers who formed an endless line to get their 

share of goodies and cash from the Ring Magazine 

featherweight boxing champion. 

“Tve never seen so many poor people,” reported 
journalist Ronnie Nathanielsz yesterday aftemoon. 
“Manny ran out of rice and sent for 85 sacks more.” 

Nathanielsz, in General Santos City to record 
the birthday celebration for his Main Event tele 
sion show, said the gift-giving, started after lunch, 
should be concluded only to give way to the 


Nes evening feast, highlight of the celebration that was 


Ч grated with a motorcade on Thursday 


Rice, noodles, canned goods 
Each villager got three kilos of rice, noo- 
des, canned goods and a crisp P100 bill. 
Pacquiao was originally scheduled to leave Jan. 


5 to again link up with trainer Freddie Roach at 
the Wild Card Boxing Club in Hollywood, but his 
wife felt the urgency for the world boxing celebri- 
ty to depart much earlier. 

“1 know his opponent, Manuel Marquez, has al- 
ready been training hard," Nathanielsz quoted 
Mrs. Pacquiao as saying. 

Pacquiao is slated for a rematch on Feb. 26 
against Marquez, the WBA/IBF featherweight 
champ who salvaged a controversial split draw, af- 
ter being downed three times, in their first fight in 
Las Vegas in May. 


He hasn't stopped training 

Meanwhile, Buboy Femandez, Pacquiao's local 
trainer and childhood friend, denied reports that 
the Ring Magazine featherweight champ has 
stopped training since arriving in his hometown, 

“Tve been with Manny here in GenSan and he's 
been running, said Fernandez in Filipino. "He 
hasn't stopped with his light conditioning.” 

Fernandez noted that Pacquiao fully realizes 
the importance of his fight against Marquez. 

“He's still in good shape and hell be ready in 
time for the Marquez fight,” Fernandez explained. 
"1 don't know why some people are saying he's 
been taking it easy.” 

Femandez also clarified that Pacquiao, who last 
Saturday crushed Thailand's Fahsan ЗК Battery in 
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four rounds in Taguig City, will begin training at 
the Wild Card Gym in the US on Jan. 5. 

‘There had been concem among his handlers 
that Pacquiao may want to remain in GenSan until 
after his wifes birthday on Jan. 11. 

Roach had originally wanted Pacquiao to leave 
forthe US the day after Christmas. 

“Its not true that we're leaving on Jan. 10," Fer- 
nandez said. "Our manager (Rod Nazario) and 
(American trainer) Freddie Roach know that we'll 
be thereon Jan. 5.” 

Femandez made that clarification before Mrs. 
Pacquiao bared her sentiments to Nathanielsz, 

‘According to Fernandez, Pacquiao continues to 
heed Roach’s advice to “stay disciplined” through 
the birthday celebration and Christmas. 

Pacquiao was also expected to seal a negotiated 
deal with Murad Muhammad, his promoter in the 
US, through business manager Rod Nazario. 


Big fights for big bucks 

A win over Marquez would line up Pacquiao for 
fights expected to break past the P100 -milion peak. 

"However, the Mexican Marquez, described as а 
fimes freak, has already been training at an alti- 
tude of 10,000 feet in a bid to offset Pacquiao's 
tremendous edge in power. 

Pacquiao is trying to develop a new weapon, 
the right cross, in preparation for Marquez. 


E | PACQUIAO in good shape, says trainer. 


i EE 


Japan shuts out China, seizes 


first finals berth; Blu Girls fail 


PLAYING what its coach deseribed as a 
good, beautiful game, Japan whitewashed 
Slefending champion China, 7-0, yesterday 
£ 4Ö reach the finals of the eighth Asian Wom- 
Mens softball tournament at the Rizal 
‘Memorial ballpark. 
The three-time champion Japanese 
Türew an amazing performance from veter- 
ап and top hurler Yukiko Ueno, who fired a 
swo-hitter and struck out seven in the victo- 
Ty that meant a place in the championship. 
With the triumph on a hot, moonless 
night before a crowd of some 1,000, the 
Japanese will now meet the winner of the 
Chinese Taipei-China game for the one- 
game championship set at 3 o'clock today. 


GAMES TODAY (Rizal Ballpari) 
Sam.—indonesiavs RP 
112m. Chinese-Taipel vs China 
1 pam.--South Korea vs Indonesia or RP 
3p.m.—Japan vs Taipei or China 


"They played good, beautiful game,” 
said Japanese coach Ikawa Hidetomi, 
through an interpreter, while reserving his 
biggest praise for the 22-year-old Ueno. 

While Ueno was making things really 
tough for the Chinese batters, her team- 
mates were battering three enemy hurlers 
with 12 hits, including four in a three-run 
explosion right in the first inning. 


The S-foot-3 Ueno has a record of two 
perfect games against the same Chinese 
squads in two different tournaments. 

Ueno achieved the first in a 3-0 win over 
China in the 2002 world championship and 
then did the same in their 1-0 win over 
eight innings in the bronze-medal game 
during the Athens Olympic Games. 

Earlier, Chinese-Taipei emerged an easy 
7.0 winner over North Korea as veteran S.L. 
Hua limited the opposition to one measly 
hit in a splendid showing at the mound 
while gening a torrid 11-hit support. 

The Taiwanese and the Chinese will dis- 
pute the second finals spot at 11 a.m. 

In an earlier game, South Korea blanked 


“аё 


BLU GIRL Dione Масази (left) stretches for the throw from second base as Kim 
Kyung Ka of South Korea makes a dash for first. Kim was ruled out. 9 


the Philippines, 7-0, giving the Blu Girls 
nothing to hope for but either fifth or sixth 
place in this tournament serving as the 
Asian qualifier for the 2006 world champi- 


onship in Beijing. 

The Blu Girls play Indonesia at 9 a.m. to- 
day, seeking a win to eam a chance to meet 
South Korea again forthe fifth spot. 


Fé (ood news to all moms! 
This SPANDEX made, one size-fits-all 
MAGIC SOCKS is so flexible, 

it suils your children's feet sizes- 
ages 4 to 11 years old. 
Its во practical, trendy and 
definitely tough--its simply magical! 
Hurry, get one now! 


YOU MAY have been just too busy preparing 
forthe holidays thars why, maybe, you missed 
a milestone in Philippine sports—basketball 
in paricular—that hogged the headlines 
briefly recently. 

PBA commissioner Noli Eala and BAP sec- 
retary general Graham Lim have just forged a 
partnership aimed at puring the country back 
‘on track for an envisioned resurgence in bas- 
ketball. They had just signed a memorandum 
of agreement which, forall intents and pur- 
poses, put an end to all the bickering and ani 
mosides that pervaded the basketball land- 
scape for quite a while. 

То be sure, it was no fault of either of the 
two on why there had been enmity and disuni- 
ty in the game. It was basically the handiwork 
of evil forces out to drive a wedge between the, 
two main guys of Philippine basketball—all 
because of an agenda of scheming persons out 
to usurp power at the BAP They are very iden- 
tifable but sil, 1 wont dignify them by men- 
tioning their names here. The decent men of 
the basketball world know who they are. 

^1 have been criticized by some quarters 
when [extended the hand óf peace to Graham 
(Lim),” said Noli. “But when 1 did, 1 had only 
been guided by one thing: the deepest inter- 
est, the direction and development of Philip- 
pine basketball. Ive been sent by the PBA 
board to talk to the BAP and, of course, for ob- 
vious reasons, 1 couldn't dictate on the BAP to 
send me a person who I can talk to. Graham 
happens to be only incidental in this business 
ac hand but then, he is the BAP man to talk to 
and that was it. From the very start, I do not 
look at personalities, I only look at the associa- 
tion, the institution. And, whether we like it or 
not, the BAP is an institution, the duly recog- 
nized body by the Fiba, the world's governing 
body for basketball, operating in the Philip- 
pines. 1 don't talk to the BAP to Graham, then 
our dream of regaining basketball supremacy 
in the region wil just be that—a dream." 

Some quarters have been questioning Gra- 
ham Lim's citizenship but, for the record, 
there is nota single criminal case filed against 


In praise of Noli 


ae 


“Mr. Graham Lim may be controversi 
that he is being pictured by some people as 
mot the right person to deal with in the BAP I 
‘brush these things aside simply because, as I 
said, the BAP has complete crust in him that's 
"why he became the man that 1 had to deal 
with in forging the memorandum of agree- 
ment berween the PBA and the BAR” 

The most salient point in the eight-point 
agenda of the MOA is, “1. The selection, for- 
mation, training and maintenance of Philip- 
pine National Men's (Seniors) Basketball 
“Team that will compete in elite international e 
events enumerated hereunder shall be solely? 
and exclusively vested in the PBA.” у 

The elite events аге Fiba-Asian Men's 
Championship, R. Williams Jones Cup and Fi- 
ba-Asia Champion Cup. 

"This feature is self-explanatory in that the 
PBA will take control of everything pertaining. 
to the three major events, which will give the 
country a chance to qualify for the 2008 Bei- 
jing Olympics, not to mention the World Bas- 
ketball Championship. 

My question now that Noli and Graham 
have become one is, what happens now to. 
those so-called basketball “leaders” who cre- 
ated noise after noise a while back in harping 
the line that a “basketball super body” will 
solve the ills of Philippine basketball? 

Thave one guess—either they've gone their 
separate ways after finally realizing the folly 
of their madness or they are busy plotting an- 
other twisted, if not wicked, idea in their crazy 
bid to grab the reins at the BAP 

1tel you, they are doomed and history will 
judge them unkindly. 


Gin Kings crush Barakos . . . 


 clobbered Purefoods, 86-70, for its third straight 
victory. Both teams now have 8-9 records. 

The scores: 

First game 

GINEBRA 107—Menk 26, Caguioa 20, Або 15, Saga 
14, Santos 11, Noble 11, Helterbrand 6, Dimaunahan 2, Wal- 
lids 2, Valenzuela 0, Sohocion 0, Ballesteros 0. 

RED BULL 89—Torion 24, Vtanueva 16, Tugadê 11, Ro- 
diguaz 8, баро 8, Robinson 6, Bemeróo 6, Baguio 4, 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE” 


From page A25 


Asaytono 4, fiore? Lopez 

Quarters: 23 25, 4-45, 76-64, 107-89 

Second game 

ALASKA 85—Cors 16, Alado 14, Caras 13, Сайшу 12, 
Thoss 11 Huratan 10, Hawkins û, Dual 2 

PUREFOODS 70—Limpo 16, Yee 12, Caso 10, Evang- 
1929, Raymundo , Laure 7, Yap б, Anadi 3, Espinosa O, SF- 
пол, Reaubt0 

oorr 31-4, 4632, 72.57, 8670, 


t 
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SPORTS 
FIRST URBL CHAMPS 


CEBU CITY—The chance was there, the stage was 
set and M. Lhuillier-Cebu City took the perfect 
timing to etch another history in Philippine bas- 


ketball. 


The Jewelers played 

like warriors in an all-out 

war as they dominated the 

match throughout to -tum 

back the llocos Sur Snipers, 

95-83, and emerge the very first 

champion of the United Re- 

‘gional Basketball League spon- 

sored by adidas, Lactovitale, 

PCSO, Pagon STI and 

Napoleon VSOP Brandy. 

Bruce Dacia and James Lay- 

go delivered sterling perfor- 

mances, drilling in 34 and 27 

points, respectively while 

Danny Aying added 15 to 

wrap up the bestoffive 
championship series, 3- 

"Everybody did their jobs. 

The title is a precious addition 

to the array of championship 

trophies in our three decades in 

the basketball scene,” said Jewel- 

ers coach Raul "Yayoy" Alcoseba. 

“This is for Michel Lhuillier who 

believes in the Cebuano talent and 

kept Cebu basketball alive through 

the years.” 

Before the match, M. Lhuillier 

pointguard Woodraw Enriquez like- 

‘wise eared his place in URBL history 

as the league's first STI Most Valuable 

Player. Joining Enriquez in the STI 

\ Mythical Five were Dacia, center 


PSC transition 
very critical; | 
Ramirez seen | 
as ‘new guy’ 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


DACIA: 
Game 
hero for 
Cebu, 


‘PHILIPPINE Sports Commission chair Eric Buhain 
yesterday said the choice of his successor would 
be very critical even as commissioner Butch 
‘Ramirez was tipped to have suddenly grabbed the 
edge in the race for the top PSC post. 

“This period is critical to the next chair consid- 
ering that the PSC is 
tasked to handle the fi- 
manes for the athletes" 
training and actual 
competitions for the 
2005 Southeast Asian 
Games, aside from the 
renovation of govem- 
ment owned sports fa- 
cilities that were 
tapped for the Games," 
Buhain said. 

Buhain said its busi- 
ness as usual at the 
PSC, although his ap- 
ointment as Games 
and Amusements 
Board chair has already 
been made public. 
As this developed, 
reports about the next 
PSC chair continued to 
stir the Rizal Memorial 
Spons Complex with 
Ramirez deemed likely 
to be named as 
Buhain's successor 
“With Peping (Co- 
juangco) coming in as 
ens the POC president, the 
consideration (in naming the next PSC chair) 
would be the relations of POC and the PSC,” said 
highly placed sources privy to the selection pro- 
cess in Malacahang. 

Ramirez, who has served as PSC commission- 
er for five years already under Buhain and Butch 
“Tuason, was also the "new guy” being considered 
by Malacafiang which reportedly held back its 
decision to name Ateneo athletic director Jose 
“Junjun” Capistrano, the same sources sai 

“Capistrano's name was there alrea 
the sourees, "but after three days, nothing hap- 
pened. Upon checking again, they were consider- 
inganewguy" 

Ramirez, the soft-spoken academician from 
Davao, was not on the list of possible candidates 
until after he was asked by Malacafiang to tum in 
his updated resumé, added the sources. 

‘Yesterday, Buhain was confronted with a prob- 
Jem that might be submited for his decision 
when he assumes office at the GAB. 

Former national riders Vicor Espiritu, Lloyd 
Lucien Reynante and Rhyan Taguilig appealed to 
Buhain the decision to bar them from the Third 
"Tour Pilipinas next year during the Scoop sa Ka- 
‘mayan session. 

Other than being barred from participating in 
the annual classic, members of the team that in- 
cluded Albert Primero, Ronald Gorrantes, Tomas 
Martinez, Alfie Catalan, Joel Calderon, Merculio 
Ramos and Bemard Luzon have also been re- 
‘moved from the national training pool preparing 
fornext Southeast Asian Games. 


Jerome Barbosa of the Snipers and 
the Harbour Centre-Pampanga pair 
of shooting guard Ariel Garcia and 
power forward Billy Bansil 

Likewise, coach Alcoseba and 
Ilocos Sur Vice. Gov. DV Savellano 
handed over to Quezon team con- 
sultant Benny Brizuela their re- 
spective teams’ contributions for 
the typhoon victims in Quezon and 
nearby provinces. 


Dacia set the stage ablaze, un- 
loading 14 of the Jewelers’ 29 
points in the opening period. Laygo 
ook over in the second period 
banging in 12 points including 
three triples to wind up the first 
half with a 50-39 spread. 

The sores: 

M. LHUILLIER 95—Daca 34, Laygo 27, 
‘jog 15, Enriquez 5, Smih 4, Batog 4, 
Marata 4, mantas 2, Cfioneo 0, Rubi 0, de 
Guzrant. 

ILOCOS SUR 83— Barbosa 19, Sanders 
417, Yat, Manigo 9, D Mendoza 9, Card 8, 
Hardin, Santa Cruz 5, Butel 0. 

Quarters: 29-16, 50-39, 76-54, 95-83. 
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FEU booters make Super Cup semis 


FAR EASTERN University crushed 
Union FC, 11-0, recently to com- 
plete the Division I semifinal cast 
in the NCRFA Globe Handy Phone 
Super Cup football tournament. 
Striker Kirk Magbalon sparkled 
for FEU with seven goals (16th, 
25th, 32nd, 47th, 52nd, 78th and 
79th). Rodelito Lorenzo struck in 
the 19th and 68th minutes while 
Chester Kit Barrientos and Ray- 


mund Buensuceso contributed 
‘one each to complete the rout. 

"The FEU booters finished sec- 
‘ond in Group B with two wins, one 
draw and one loss for seven 
points five behind unbeaten Army 
Which tallied 12 points. 

FEU nipped 
‘Ateneo, 2-1, last Dec. Safter holding 
Jast year’s titlist Navy to a 3-3 draw 

Semifinal action in the touma- 


ЧААР champion 


ment organized by the National 
Capital Region Football Associa- 
ion and sponsored by Globe 
Handy Phone will be held on Dec. 
20 with Group A topnotcher Kaya 
FC playing FEU and Army facing 
UST, Group A runner-up. 

1n division 2, only Knights FC. 
has clinched а semifinal slot for 
winning its three Group C games. 

The remaining matches which 


should decide the other semifinal 
seats pit Nomads against Laos To- 
day, Nomads against Onze 
Archers, Laos against Xavier-Lateo 
FC and Mapua-Lions against 
Manila-All Japan on Dec. 19. 
Nomads, Laos, Onze Archers 
and Xavier-Lateo are vying in 
Group A, while Mapuz-Lions and 
Manila-All Japan are bracketed in 
Group B, together with Claret. 


3 Filipino pugs enter 
President’s Cup finals 


BATAM, Indonesia—The three-man RP 
Alaxan FR Boxing Team moved into the 
finals with a solid three-for-three effort 
in the 20th President's Cup Internation- 
al Boxing Championships here. 

Pinweight Bill Vicera, light flyweight God- 
frey Castro and flyweight Franklin Albia ham- 
mered out contrasting victories Wednesday 
night and assured RP of three silver medals in 
the 18-team, 15-nation annual world ranking 
tournament. 


Murrel, Pang surv 


JONATHAN Murrell and Michelle Pang sur- 
vvived their tough quarterfinal matches yester- 
day to remain on course for top honors in the 
Philippine Columbian Association (PCA) age- 
group tennis championships at the PCA in- 
door courts in Plaza Dilao, Paco. 

Мите, the top seed in the boys 18 and under 


Castro, an Army enlisted man, got the RP 
juggernaut going with an easy 30-19 win over 
Toshiki Igarashi of Japan after which Vicera 
huffed and puffed before scoring a 22-16 deci- 
sion over Sikham Vong Vakhoum of Laos. 

Not to be left out, Albia toyed with Liu Shih 
Tung of Taiwan to come up with a 22-3 rout 
and complete the Filipino sweep of their semi- 
finals bout. 

The Filipinos, sent here by the Pacific 
Heights with support from the Philippine 
Sporis Commission as part of the Amateur Box- 


division, beat Johnwill Baldonado, 6-3, 3-6, 62, 
while Pang, the second seed in the distaff side, 
overcame a sluggish start to beat Kristel Samala, 
46,63, 6-4, in the event presented by Gov. Mus- 
im “Wahab” Akbar of Basilan. 

Raymond Villarere joined Murrell in the semi- 
finals via a 62, 6-2 win over Russel Arcilla Jr 
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ing Association (ABAP) build-up program for 
the 2005 Southeast Asian Games, were set to 
go forthe golds Thursday night. 

Albia was to fight A Rathnayake of Sri Lanka 
in the flyweight finals while Vicera and Castro. 
were pitted against South Korean opponents. 

“Nagpapasalamat kami sa Diyos at narating 
naming lahat ang finals," seid coach Ronald 
Chavez. 

“Kung hindi sa tulong Niya at sa Pacific 
Heights, hindi kami makakarating dito at 
makakamtan ang malaking karangalang ito.” 


ve PCA q'final rivals 


Ма, Angelica Ngo won over Danielle Ballare, 6- 
4, 60, and Julie Em Botor dumped Olivia Mol- 
hant, 6-1, 6-3, to advance in the girls 18 and un- 
der group. 

Christine Patrimonio, daughter of just-retired 
PBA star Alvin Patrimonio, also sustained her win- 
ning ways by beating Margaux Molhant, 6-1, 6-0. 


Firefiy 
T'bird rules 
NCA Ist leg 


FIREFLY Thunderbird 13, 
an entry of sportsman 
Jun Santiago, noted 
Rizal breeder Boy Jiao 
and Boy Velez, racked up 
seven remarkable victo- 
ries Thursday night to 
capture the first leg of 
National Cockers Associ- 
ation (NCA) 7-Cock Der- 
byat the Araneta Colise- 
um. Ina climactic tle. 
fight, Thunderbird Firefly 
13 routed the equally 
tough Binangonan Balbi- 
na of former ambas- 
sador Danding Cojuang- 
co and Rizal Gov. Ito 
Yřiares. Ranged against 
the favored entry of Co- 
juangco and Yhares,a 
two-time winner, the 
Sweater Roundhead of 
Firely Thunderbird 13 
displayed impressive 
speed and cutting accu- 
racy to win the fight. The 
entries of popular cocker 
Patrick Antonio and the 
Jimafer group also set- 
ted for runner-up hon- 
ors with 65 points 
apiece. Meanwhile, the 
prestigious 2005 World 
Slasher Cup 8-Cock Der- 
by slated Jan. 18, 20 and 
22 gets a big boost with 
the arrival yesterday of 
renowned US breeder 
Rogert Roberts of Geor- 
gia who wil team up 
with Big Dome owner 

| Jorge "Neng" Araneta. In 
a related development, 
Ray Alexander of Alaba- 
ma sent word that he is 
sending super roosters 
forthe world cocklest. 


Cash Premyo 


on at Roligon 
NO ess than 82 fights 
await derby fans today at 
Roligon Mega Cockpit 
when the eighth edition 
of the Cash Premyo der- 
by series gets under way 
at 4 p.m. Submission of 
weighisisset отб 
ал toSam. withthe 
weight it sal at 1.800 
to 2400 kilograms. The 
guaranteed cash prize ls 
260,000 wilh the entry 
tea and minimum bet 
pegged at P5,500 and 
P3,3000, respectively. 
Hosted by Abraham. 
 Bernales and Thing Capl- 
tan, tne derby stakes 
20,000 tor the champi- 
on handler with tha top 
gaier gating P10,000. 
The astst- inner n 
is last ight pockets 
20,000, while the sec- 
ond piacer receives 
P10,000. 
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Agojo pips T pinco after big 
htback; Deen makes it 3 


CEBU—In a showdown between two young national players, Jayvie Ago- 
jo rallied from five strokes down in regulation play then defeated Anya 
"Tanpinco in a sudden-death playoff yesterday to clinch the ladies Class A 
crown in the Samsung Amateur Tour at the Cebu Country Club here. 


And Eric Deen was in no mood to go 
through the same drama, coasting to a 
four-shot victory in the 72-hole men's 
championship division to become the 
first player in the Samsung Tour to win 
three consecutive titles. 

Facing an almost insurmountable 
deficit on the first tee, the 18-year-old 
‘Agojo proved her claim to being the 
country's finest female amateur by 
matching par 72 to wipe out the five- 
shot lead Tanpinco built on Day 1. 


Both wound up with similar 152 to- 
tals for 36 holes. 

Agojo, who struggled to an 80 on 
Thursday, also proved her 72 yesterday 
was no fluke by parring the first extra 
hole, the par-4 No. 1. 

It was Bacolod bet Tanpinco who 
wilted under pressure. She muffed a ty- 
ing par putt from seven feet. 

“This win is special for me since it's 
the first time I've won in a playoff after 
losing the first three I played in,” said 


Agojo, who missed clinching the title 
outright when she three-putted the 
18th. 

Tt was also the second straight crown. 
for Agojo who won the Manila Ladies 
amateur plum only last month at Wack 
Wack. With the win, she advanced to 
the national finals of the event slated 
Feb. 8-11 also at Wack Wack. 

‘Deen slumped to his worst round in 
four days—a three-over 75—but noone 
came close to threatening his three- 
peat bid in the event also sponsored by 
Tokyo Tokyo, C-Lium Fiber, Gatorade, 
Philippine Airlines, adidas Taylor 
Made, KZG by Custom Clubmakers, 
Pink Patio Boracay Coppertone Sport 


and Rogin-E. Kille-Bee, Jam 883, 
Wave 89.1, Magic 89.9, 99.5 RT and 
103.5 K-Lite are media partners. 

Deen finished with a 295 total, four 
shots in front of club rival Carl Almario 
who closed out with a similar 75. 

Deen thus joined a star-studded line- 
up of qualifiers for the grand finals that 
includes reigning national amateur 
champion Jun Bernis, Thailand Open 
winner Juvic Pagunsan, Jay Bayron, 
Boyet Saragoza, Raymund Sangil and 
South Korean Kim Chang-hoi. 

The Tour takes a long break to give 
way to the Samsung Interscholastics on 
Jan. 22-24 at the Tagaytay Midlands 
And Tagaytay Highlands course. 


` 


‘Raa 
JAYVIE Agojo shows fine form. 


SPORTSWATCH 
Extreme stunt challenge 


INSPIRED by the success of the recent Samsung 
AXN Challenge, AXN is launching the first extreme 
stunt challenge for local enthusiasts. Dubbed the 
Enervon AXN Xtreme, the event [s a made-for-TV 
‘event in which participants face ff in a series of 
challenges that wil test their mind, body and spirit 
under extreme conditions. AXN is the action-ad- 
venture cable satelite TV channel in Asia. To quali- 
y interested participants first have to go through a 
qualification round set tomorrow at the Rizal 
Memorial Coliseum. The eliminations starts at 9 
a.m, and ends at 3 p.m. The Enervon AXN Xtreme 
Is the first major original TV production in the 
Philippines undertaken by the cable channel. "This 
is going to be the biggest programming and pro- 
duction effort ever undertaken by AXN in the 
Philippines,” said Gregory Ho, AXN' vice presi- 
dent for marketing and creative services. For de- 
tails, log on to AXN www axrx-asia.com. The sub- 
‘sequent broadcast of the original production will 
premiere Asia-wide оп AXN in February next year. 


Castañares’ mystery man 

„ CEBU—Boxing promoter Sammy “Don King" Gel- 
lo-ani has revealed to the media here that newly 
crowned World Boxing Foundation junior welter 
king Dindo "Diesel" Castañares received a great 
deal ot help from a New Zealander in his fourth- 
round stoppage of Colombian Guillermo Pantera 
Mosquera last Dec. 11 in Auckland, New Zealand. 
Gello-ani. who graced the SCOOP Forum here yes- 
terday with the Tony Aldeguer-managed Cas- 
tafares, indicated ан! not for the mystery man 
he calls "Warren," the new champ would have been 
kept at the dark as to Mosquera's fighting syle and 
dirty tactics. Salven L. Lagumbay, Contributor 


Nanoy ilusorio Cup 

BAGUIO CITY—The Sth Nanay llsorio Cup Invi- 
tational Golf Tournament is sel Dec. 30 at the par 
61, Baguio Country Club (BCC) layout. The event 
is a special fund-drive project by the club mem- 
bers aimed at providing assistance to charitable 
institutions. The event, conceived by the late 
chairman for lif and president emertus lawyer 
Potenciano llusoro, is exclusive to BCC mem- 
bers and their dependents on a first-come, first- 
served basis. Entry fees are—BCC member P700 
and P2,000 guest player. Deadline for registration 
is noon of Dec. 28. 


Galvan heads chess entries 
JESUS Galvan, DepEd assistant secretary, leads 
ihe early entries in the MCC Executive Category I 
non-master active chess tournament which kicks 
off att p.m, today, at the J&F Divino Blg. at 967 
Aurora Blvd. near LRT 2 Anonas Station in Que- 
zon City. The event is open to businessmen, exec- 
utives in private and public firms, military officers 
with rank not lower than a major and profession- 
als with more than three years of practice. Xerox 
copies of business registration and latest ITA, 
company or PRC ID are required to be submitted 
upon registration. interested parties must regis- 
ter before 1 p.m. or may call MCC at 435-8412 or 
0916-8521069. 


USC tops SBP tourney 

DAVAO CITY—Cobu's University of San Carlos 
emerged as the country's top SBP (Small Baske- 
teers Philippines) leam while Ateneo de Manila 
kept the Passerelle tie in the recent Milo BEST 
national basketball finals at the Holy Cross gym 
here, The USC boys overcame a 25-34 halftime 
deficit to nip Ateneo de Manila, 57-54, in the SBP 
finals. Ateneo de Manila came back with a 
vengeance in the Passerelle division by crushing 
Ateneo de Davao, 70-55. USC's Joemari Jagupit 
and ADM's Alec Rivera were named SBP and 
Passerelle most valuable players, respectively. 
USC and Ateneo de Manila won the sportsman- 
ship award in the SBP and Passerelle divisions, 
respectively. Ateneo de Zamboanga rapped St. 
Scholastica Academy, 48-37, to finish third in 
SBP. Ateneo de iloilo crushed St. Louis Universi- 
1y. 77-56, to claim third spot in the Passerelle 
competition 


Tee Ball series begins 

EIGHT barangay teams see action today and to- 
morrow when the First Mankina Tee Вай Inter- 
barangay Championship gets underway at the 
Barangka baseball ground in Marikina City. Orga- 
nized by the City of Marikina through Councilor Vic 
Sabiniano and the Marikina Youth Baseball-Solt- 
ball Foundation (MYBSF), the tournament will host 
100 boys and girls aged 5-8 years old. Baseball 
clubs from the barangays of Jesus dela Peña, 
Barangka, Sto. Niño, San Roque, Concepcion, 
Manalday and Nangka vie for honors and trophies 
dn tha two-day tournament. MYBSF president 
Ricky Florencio sald rubberized baseball, foam- 
covered bats and rubberized tee-ball stands will be 
used in the tournament. The Philippine Beverage 
Partners under the Coca-Cola Batlers nc pro 
vides 8-0" Clock fruit drinks and Earth & Sky iced 
tea forte players during the games. Jolibee 
Bayan-Marikina also supports the league. 
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ШТ 4 Paragua nears Singapore chess crown 


PARAGUA: Chinese GM next 


Individual Standings ater round 8: 
6.5—Paragua: 6 0— Wu Wenjin, Susanto 
Magaranto (Indonesia) 5.5—Xu Jun, Zhang 
Pengxtang, Wang Rui; 5.0--Yu Shaoteng, 
Nathanael Stra, Syarif Mahmud, Siyuan Shen. 
(China); 45--Sadona (RP) 


FILIPINO GM-candidate Mark Paragua 
beat IM Nathanael Situru of Indonesia. 
in the eighth round Thursday night to 
inch closer to the 2004 Singapore Mas- 
ters International Open Chess Champi- 
onships title at the Tao Nan School, Ma- 
rine Crescent District in Singapore. 

The 20-year-old Paragua, who pre- 


valled in 37 moves of a Modern Benoni, 
boosted his total to 6.5 points on six wins, 
one draw, one loss, and with only one 
round left is on the threshold of claiming 
the $3,000 top purse. 

Blocking Paragua's path is GM Zhang 
Pengxiang of China, who bested IM 
‘Swayangsu Satyapragyan of India in the 
eighth round to improve to 5.5 points. 

“Lets hope Mark wins in the last 
round,” said Filway Marketings Inc. CEO/ 
president Hector Tagaysay Paraguas 
longtime benefactor who flew in to watch 
Paragua’s game. 

Tied for second to third places are GM 


Wu Wenjin, Paragua's lone conqueror, and 
GM Susanto Megaranto of Indonesia after 
winning their respective matches and 
climbing to 6.0 points. 

Wu nipped ІМ Sadikin Irwanto after 43 
moves of Ruy Lopez while Megaranto 
took the scalp of countryman FM Tirto in 
49 moves of a Center Counter Game. 

‘Another Filipino entry in the 48-man 
field, FM Julio Catalino Sadorra, bowed to 
IM Wang Rui of China in 27 moves of Reti 
Opening and got stuck at 45 points. 

In the Challengers Open, National 
Chess Federation of the Philippines direc- 
tor Wilfredo Abalos and Rosulo Cabusora 


whipped Chang Cheng-Hwee and Huang 
Ching-Chi, respectively to score 5.5 points 
each with one round to go. 

RP five-time executive grand champion 
Dr. Jenny Mayor, however, suffered his 
second straight loss at the hands of Joni to 
remain at 5.0 points. 

In the accompanying Asian Youth 
Chess Championships, Jedara Docena of 
Bohol bowed to Pon Krithikha of India in 
39 moves of French Defense-Winawer 
Variation to stay at 6.0 points and dampen 
her chances for the gold medal in the girls 
12-and-under dass. NM Marlon. 
Bernardino, contributor 


Pistons smother 


James, Cavaliers 
Rising Bulls trip slumping Bucks 


NEW YORK—Richard Hamil- 
ton posted 21 points to propel 
the Detroit Pistons to an 81-69 
‘triumph over the Cleveland 
Cavaliers at Auburn Hills, 
Michigan, Thursday. 

‘The defending NBA champion Pis- 
tons erased a 10-point deficit when 
they outscored the Cavaliers, 21-6, in 
the third quarter. 

Cleveland's LeBron James was 
held in check for most of the night. He 
had 11 points on 4-for-21 shooting, 
although he did notch eight rebounds 
and seven assists. 

In his previous game against the 
Pistons in Cleveland on Nov. 28, 
James amassed a career-high 43 
points ina 92-76 victory for the Cavs. 

This time around the Pistons 


smothered him and the 14-9 Cava- 
liers, who slipped to 5-8 on the road. 

Chauncey Billups added 16 points 
for the Pistons while Rasheed Wallace 
had 13 and Ben Wallace contributed 
10 points and 15 rebounds. 

Drew Gooden led the Cavaliers 
with 18 points. Jeff Mcinnis added 14 
and Zydrunas Ilgauskas 12. 

Detroi's second straight win 
helped the team move two games 
over 500 at 12-10. 

та Chicago, Kirk Hinrich registered 
28 points as the Bulls won for the 
fourth time in six outings, an 85-77 
decision over the slumping Milwau- 
kee Bucks. 

Hinrich scored nine of his points 
during a 15-0 run in the fourth quar- 
terthatallowed the Bulls to pull away 
from the Bucks, who lost for the third 


successive game and 13th out of 16. 

Eddy Curry added 18 points forthe 
Bulls while Tyson Chandler had a ca- 
reer-high seven blocked shots, 10 re- 
bounds and six points. Chicago (6- 
15) is 6-6 since losing nine straight to 
open the season. 

Michael Redd picked up 22 points 
for the Bucks (6-14) and Desmond 
Mason claimed 15. 

Tn Sacramento, Kobe Bryant piled 
up 31 points and 12 assists as the Los 
Angeles Lakers romped past the 
Kings, 115-99. 

Lamar Odom added 22 points for 
the Lakers, who blew open the game 
by outscoring the Kings 37-22 in the 
third quarter. 

Bobby Jackson had 20 points and 
eight rebounds for Sacramento and Chris 
Webber also had 20 points. Reuters 


UAAP-RP makes presence felt 


‘TEAM UAAP Philippines went home 
from Surabaya, Indonesia, Monday 
night with 10 gold, nine silver and 11 
bronze medals and a reputation as a 
vaunted team to reckon with in the 
“Asean University Games. 

“This is one lean and mean team we, 
on behalf of the UAAP board, are very 
proud of” said De La Salle's Daniel Jose, 
presidentof the UAAP Season 67. 

Team UAAPPhilippines, а pure 
swimming team, did not only surpass 


the three golds another team copped in 
the 11th edition in 2002 the country 
hosted. It finished strongly against nine 
other Asean teams who sent more ath- 
letes and competed in most of the 10 
disciplines on the schedule. 

Malaysia also had 10 gold medals but 
because it had more athletes in other 
disciplines, bagged more silvers (24) 
and more bronzes (24) for third place. 

Benjie Uy of De La Salle clinched two 
more gold medals—200 individual 


medley and 50 back—and UPS Luica 
Dacanay added the 100 butterfly to her 
collection on the final day of swimming 
competitions Saturday as Team UAAP- 
Philippines wound up fourth overall 

‘The team had Ateneo's Jose Capistra- 
no Jr. as head of delegation and is also 
composed of swimmers Timmy Chua, 
Raphael Evan Grabador and Jeffrey 
James Laguitao of UP Regina Fatima 
‘Amago of UST and Sherlynne Nicole 
Santiago of Ateneo. 


Rosales to grace Young Guns awards rites 


LPGA star Jenny Rosales will personally 
award the trophies to ther division 
champions in the Young Guns 2004 ju- 
nior golf championships slated Dec. 21- 
22 at the challenging Legends course of 
the Manila Southwoods Golf and Coun- 
чу Clubin Carmona, Cavite 

Rosales, here on vacation after a spec- 
tacular season in the LPGA when she won 
the Chick Fil-A championship, has already 
included the Young Guns in her busy 
itinerary according to event organizer Lui- 
gi Tabuena. 

"Tm sure the kids are excited to see her 
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PFF-Red Ribbon football on 


since they've been following her campaign 
in the LPGA. Part of the privilege of being 
а Young Guns champion this year will be 
receiving a trophy from the countrys golf- 
ing star,” Tabuena said. 

“The tourney featuring players 12 years 
and below will be going intemational in 
its third season with confirmed entries 
from Thailand, Hong Kong, Macau, Ko- 
rea, Japan, Switzerland, Sweden, Canada 
and the United States. 

Supporting the event as sponsors are 
the Intemational Container Terminal Ser- 
vices Inc. (ICTSD, Smart Kids, Gatorade, 


Absolute Mineral Water, Golf Depot 
through Joey Mendoza, Egay San Luis, 
Provil, Share Exchange and Manila South- 
‘woods. Bellevue in Alabang is the official 
hotel. 

Organizers are requiring all confirmed 
encres to personally register at the Belle- 
‘vue Hotel from 12 noon to 5 p.m. tomor- 
row, Dec. 19, where they will receive their 
giveaways, final instructions on the condi- 
tions of play and tee times. 

Schedule for the official practice round. 
оп Dec. 20 will be made on a pre-regis- 
tered basis. Players need to call up the 


event sécretariat for a tee-time which will 
be strictly followed due to the big number 
of entries. Inquiries can also be made at 
8505870-71. 

Aside from crystal trophies for the top. 
three finishers in each class, participants 
will get the chance to win attractive raffle 
prizes, Cellular phones, digital cameras, 
Game Boy and X Box units and many 
more will be raffled off. 

‘The S4-hole competition is pattemed 
after the annual US Kids World Champi- 
onship in Williamsburg, Virginia, with 
competitions in six different age divisions. 


- Yankees near Big 
Unit’ acquisition 


SAN FRANCISCO—On a day of 
big movement in baseball, the 
New York Yankees are on the 
verge of claiming the biggest 


prize of all. 


‘The Yankees closed in on com- 
pleing a blockbuster threeeam 
trade that would send pitching ace 
Randy Johnson to New York, pitch- 
er Javier Vazquez to the Los Angeles. 
Dodgers and first baseman Shawn 
Green to the Arizona Diamond- 
backs, a source told The Associated 


Press. 


“ic is going to happen,” a source 
familiar with the negotiations said 


‘THE PFF-RED Ribbon Football Festival kicks 
off tomorrow at the Ateneo de Manila Univer- 
sity grounds in Katipunan, Quezon City. 

А dozen provincial champions are coming 
to compete with Metro Manila teams in a 
first-ofits-kind event for kids 13 and below. 

The festival will also serve as a talent 
search for players to the Philippine under-14 
team that will compete in Asean and Asian 
competitions next year. 

Headlining the affair is the 2:30 p.m. cham- 
pionship match of the 2004 Red Ribbon Foot- 
ball Fiesta featuring reignipg U-14 champions 


Ateneo de Manila and Southridge School. Both 
schools were undefeated in the elimination 
round, and scored convincing semifinal wins 
over Cheng Hua and Colegio San Agustin, re- 
spectively. 

The PFERed Ribbon Football Festival is 
backed by the Red Ribbon Bakeshop, the LEAD 
Institute For Sport and the Philippine Football 
Federation and supported by Absolute Dis- 
tilled Water, Nestea, Scala Packaging, televi- 
sion’s Soccer Showdown and РРР parmer- 
sponsors like Aboitiz, adidas, Petron, Super- 
Ferry and the Philippine Sports Commission. 


‘on the condition of anonymity. 

Earlier Thursday, the Atlanta 
Braves made another huge pitch for 
success, getting pitcher Tim Hud- 
son in a trade from Oakland, and 
the Seattle Mariners signed another 
slugger, All-Star third baseman 
Adrian Beltre, 

After blowing а 3-0 lead in the 
American League championship se- 
ries to Boston last season, the Yan- 
kees set out in the offseason to up- 
grade their starting pitching. They 


ате dose to finalizing contracts with 
free-agent pitchers Carl Pavano and 
Jaret Wright, but Johnson, known 
as the Big Unit, is the player they 
coveted mast to match up against 
the Red Sox and his former team- 
mate, Curt Schilling. 

‘The five-time Cy Young Award 
winner is in the final year of a con- 
tract that will pay him $16 million 
next season. He has a no-trade 
cause and it was unclear if the Yan- 
kees had to agree to extend his con- 
tract to make the deal go through. 

Johnson, 41, wanted out of Ari- 
zona so be could pitch with a con- 
tender. He went 16-14 with a 2.60 
ERA and 290 strikeouts last season 
for the Diamondbacks, who fin- 
{shed 51-111. Johnson has 246 ca- 
reer wins and is third alltime with 
4,161 career strikeouts. 

None of the teams would con- 
firm the deal. 

"Were still in conversations with 
alot of different clubs about a lot of 
different possibilities,” Dodgers 
general manager Paul DePodesta 
said. AP 


DETROIT center Ben Wallace (right) tries to squeeze in a shot against Cleveland forward 
Drew Gooden in the first half of their game. 
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Former Davis 
Cupper gets 
golf Tour card 


MELBOURNE, Australia—If former Aus- 
tralian Davis Cup player Scott Draper 
has an early exit from next month's Aus- 
tralian Open tennis championships, he 
can always put away his racket and pull 
outthe golf clubs, 

Draper, who has played off a golf 
handicap of plus 1 for the past 18, 
months, finished 12th in a field of 80 orê) | 
Friday and was one of 37 golfers to gaiñ“ 
his playing card for the Australasian PGA 
golf tour for 2005. 

He shot a I-over-par 73 to finish at: 
289, one over par at Melbourne's Penin- 
sula Golf Club. 

The Heineken Classic golf tourna- 
ment at Royal Melbourne follows the 
Australian Open tennis tournament in. 
January and early February of next 
year—the Australian Open begins 
Jan. 17 and the Heineken Classic on 
Feb.3. 

Although Draper, 30, will have ex- 
етрї status on the secondary Von Nida 
tour and some Australasian tour events, 
he will need a sponsor's invitation to get. 
into the Heineken, a joint event with the, 
European PGA tour. 

Draper has not decided how many 
golf and tennis tournaments he will be 
able to play. But a persistent knee injury 
means golf will likely get the nod. 

“1 still love tennis but it's frustrating 
when your body won't do what you want 

о do," Draper said Friday. 

“Tl give them both a try and if I have 
to give one the flick it will probably be 
the tennis.” 

Draper said he may also try to gain a 
players card for the Asian golf circuit. 

Nick Flanagan of Australia, the 2003 
US Amateur champion, had a shaky fin- 
ish but was among the those to get his 
card. Planagan shot a final-round 78 to 
finish at 4-over after earlier rounds of 
72-70-72. АР 
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St. Francis cagers make NCRAA q'finals 
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THEST.FRANCIS 
Dovesstarted out. 
strong and outplayed 
City Colleges of Mani- 
la, 66-44, yesterday in 
the 12th National 
Capital Region Athlet- 
ie Association 
(NCRAA) men's bas- 
Keiball tournament at 

ithe Aguinaldo 

inip Taft Avenue, 

Manila. 

“The absence ofin- 
jured skipper Jeffrey 
Mela did not tll on 
the Doves, who went 
‘onto post their fifth 
‘win in seven matches 
inGroupA. 

‘With the victory, the 
Doves dragged the 
Polytechnic University 
ofthe Philippines Ma- 
toons into the quarter- 
finals and joined early 
qualifiers Emilio. 
Aguinaldo College 
and Colegio de San 
Lorenzo. 

"The Maroons lost 
their last game in the 
eliminations to the 
CDSL Griffins, 71-74. 
je womens 

ide; Kristine Alon- 
Ach shot 21 points for 
La Salle Manil as it 
demolished Emilio 
“Aguinaldo College, 
89-23, to finish the 
eliminations with a 6- 
I slate 

‘Alon-Alon had sev- 

Зарро in the first 
dO minutes asthe La- 
dy Archers took con- 
(601227. 

‚ InGroupB, Rizal 
"Technological Univer- 
sity downed Philip- 
pine School of Busi- 
ness Administration, 
66-61; Philippine Mar- versatility, power and 
itime Institute over- Superb ride comfor 
whelmed AMA Com- 
pir College, 80-49; eei KA a RET 7 7 PEE 
and host PATTS rout- Metas nanan ap Cn та. ТЕЗ Far PE STI Mass Geste EDSA c. Киши 9. Gu Ean шола ТЕГ Mars Ganon eos Yt Oxon Are. Sb Dom, sot 

ed San Beda-Alabang, lane 


88-66. 
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By Boots Anson Roa 


NDLESS streams of people 
form kilometric lines travers- 
ing Quezon ave. and its ar- 


teries. They all lead to Sto. Domin- 
go Church, some of them originat- 
ing from as far north as Ilocos and 
down south in Muslim Mindanao. 

‘They emerge from high-end vehicles, taxi- 
cabs, buses, jeepneys, tricycles and even Kale- 
sas. 

‘They wear myriad expressions on their 
faces—anguish, pain, sorrow, frustration, 
anger, pity, denial, curiosity, bewilderment. 
But love, respect and the intense desire to be- 
stow honor on a beloved icon are clearly em- 
blazoned on their faces. 


First-name basis 

Characteristic of the public who lays claim 
toits movie idols, they all feel familiar enough 
to refer to him on a first-name basis—not as 
Fernando Poe Jr, nor Ronald Allan Poe, but as 
FPJ, Fernando, Ronnie, or even the intimate 
"Ron." 

The unparalleled crowds, the multitude 
of placards and signs of endearment, the 
snarled traffic, the heightened local and in- 
temational media coverage, the growing 
coterie of friends with endless stories to tell, 
the closet supporters and even detractors 
who earlier opted for distance but who now 
offer encomiums to his virtues and at- 
tributes—these are all testaments to the 
phenomenal impact of FPJ's demise last 
Dec. 14 on a beleaguered, disturbed and di- 
vided nation. 

‘Through his failed bid for the presiden- 
cy—warranted by 3,000,000 signatures and 
appeals he tried to unite a distraught citi- 
zenry in a manner unbeknownst to the tradi- 
tional politician. 

He talked and meant peace, and offered 
genuine public service. He was rebuffed, ma- 
ligned, even ridiculed. In death, he has 
proved to be the catalyst for social change and 
unity that every well-meaning public figure 
has aspired to be. m. 
Indelible mark 

‘The politician, FPJ will now never be. He 
stands to be remembered, however, as a 
statesman of a different ilk. But it is FPJ, the 
actor and the man, who will undoubtedly 
leave an indelible mark in the nation's memo- 
y 
No apologies for the metaphor—he used it 
a lot as a storyteller, scriptwriter and un- 
daunted campaign speaker—but, in his un- 
timely death, Fernando Poe Jr. has scored his 
biggest hit in his 50 years in the movies, 
where he started at age 15 with "Anak ni 
Palaris.” 

From all indications, it will enjoy the 
longest run in Philippine film history and will 
‘break all-time box office records. And the Fil- 


POE AND ANSON-ROA. Mr. and Ms RP 
Moviesin 1974. 


Hollywood 
loses $718M to 
piracy in Asia 


BANGKOK—Rampant movie piracy in the 
Asia-Pacific region cost western film produc- 
ers more than $718 million in lost revenue in 
2003, up from $574 million in 2000, the Mo- 
tion Picture Association (MPA) said recently. 

MPA, representing seven major Hollywood 
studios, said in a statement the number of pi- 
rated DVDs seized at the initiative of the 
group in 14 Asia-Pacific countries and Hong 
Kong surged to more than 16 million in 2003 
from zero in 1998. : 


Confiscated 

About 84 percent of the pirate optical 
discs seized globally last year were confis 
cated in the region, along with 75 percent 
of pirated DVDs seized worldwide, MPA Re- 
gional Director Michael Ellis told re- 
porters. 

‘The MPA listed varying movie piracy rates 
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ipino citizenry will be the better for it. 

While FPJ's widow, the quietly 
formidable Susan Roces, and his family 
shun political talk these days, external but 
nevertheless relevant forces seem to fall i 
to place, perhaps moved by an unseen 
Hand—the same Hand whose guidance 
Ronnie constantly invoked . 

Pursuits need to be sustained, principles 
upheld, unfulfilled dreams visualized, and 
the fruits of his endeavors justly shared. 

Ronnie, having already played his part in 
the role ofa lifetime, imparts these to the na- 
tional consciousness, while he, ironically, 


no longer with из. 

For Susan, his family and believers, this is 
an immense order. But we have no doubt it 
will be heeded in God's own time. 

Ashe lies in state at Sto. Domingo, “at his 
handsomest ever,” in Susan's words, Ronnie 
affords his multitude of followers one final 
witnessing of the legend, the hero and the 
myth in his death, now fully transcended. 

It is no coincidence that the biblical pas- 
sage ascribed to Dec. 14, Ronnie's day of de- 
parture, reads: 

“1 have fought the good fight. 1 have finished 
the race. Ihave kept the faith.” 2 Timothy 4:7 
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(RIGHT, WITH THE 
AUTHOR). The 
hero and the myth 
arenow fully 
transcended. 


Prizes 


TO JOIN, MAG-RELOAD AT REGISTER LANG! 
To register, type BONUS «space» REG «space» <name>" 
«address» *«bday-mmddyyy»"«gender-m or f» then send to 386. 
EX. BONUS REG ТОМ CASAS*218 МАТИАРИН ST V LUNA QC*07291971*14 
SUCCESSFUL REGISTRATION IS FREE OF CHARGE! 


Newly activated Talk ‘N Text numbers get 5 raffle entries 
kapag nag-reload within 15 days. raffle entry naman 
ang makukuha sa mga susunod na reload. 


Kapag existing subscriber ka naman, may 1 raffle entry 
ka sa bawat reload. (Reload is limited to E-load and Call 


& Text cards only. Pasaload not included.) 


FOR MORE INFO, TEXT BONUS o 386 


Draw Dates. 


Prizes Daily 


Nokia 3515 Саропо 


P2000 SM GI Corticate 


Winners Dally 
20 
70 


cut-off dates 


Dec. 05, 2004, 11:59 PM 


draw dates 


Doc. 06, 2004 


Dec. 12, 2004, 11:59 PM 


Dec, 13, 2004 


Philips DVD Player 


Priis 25” Real Fist TV _ 


Dec. 19, 2004, 11:59 PM 


Dec. 20, 2004 


Dec. 26, 2004, 11:59 PM 


Doc. 27, 2004 


Jan. 02, 2005, 11:59 PM. 


Jan. 03, 2005 
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See posters and flyers for detalls, 
Por DTLNCR permit number 5762 Series of 2004. 
Promo period is from Nov. 28 to Doo 31, 2004, 
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AZER SATURDAY Special 
Al Pacino sets his sights 
on King Lear, Macbeth 


SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 18, 2004 


PACINO. Plays 
Shylock in “The 
Merchant of Venice.” 
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Gers sTaRs TRUCK 
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GREENBELT 2: MUSIC STYLES CHRISTMAS CAROLS AT GREENBELT 3 
CG ا‎ сонс Philippine Madrigal Singers (Dec. 19) 


IES presents THE WIZARD OF OZ 
at REP's GLOBE THEATER - November 13 to December 19. 2004 


Visit ue New Ayala Museum located beside Greenbelt 4 along Мака Avenue. 
For emnes. please cat 7677117 


Ayala MUSEUM 


чы Î ALADDIN & JASMINE GET STARSTRUCK 
РУ p» SHOW SCHEDULE. 
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HOUSE or FLYING DAGGERS `+ 


NOW SHOWING IN 
GREENBELT 3 CINEMAS. 
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MTRCB Rating: Parental Guidance 13! 
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AYALA CINEMAS 


‘CUSTOMER SERVICE TEXT HOTLINE: 0917-6095900 » CUSTOMER SERVICE HOTLINE: Glorietta - 752-7272: from 100m 
is Greenbelt - 757-4853; from Ilom io Inn * Center: 847-2787: from 10om е Bp 

Hyala Conter Cobo (032) 231-5347 ox 324 AYALA CINEMA LINKS: for suwening times ай 729-7777. 

serve your seats by Texting SURESEATS G3 or SURESEAT G4 o 2333 (Globe) or 21 (Smari) 
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0 Cinema 2000 Target Mall 
(St. Rasa, Laguna) te (045) 5.826. 


1 RESERVED 
2 RESERVED 
E RESERVED 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
(Cota) tel (049) 545.1383 


1 HER THE SUNSET 
des SAVED 
pe THE GRUDGE 
1 Ё OF CHUCKY 
Cinema 2000 Pavilion Mall 
(Bias) tl (05) 1111 


‘THE GRUDGE 
THE INCREDIBLE 
SEED OF CHUCKY 
CHRISTMAS WITH AKAANK 


Cinema 2000 Cinemagix 
(Urdaneta) e075) 568.6771 
1 FOREVER MY LOVE 


i POLAR EXPRESS 
jum NATIONAL TREASURE 


MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


NEW YORK—After years of gangsters, villains 
and hard men with a heart, Al Pacino has 
come back to Shakespeare and, after playing 
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sawan OUT OFREACH 
2 MIND HUNTERS 
pe тюп 
THEGHOST 


Cine Nepo 

Angels i) їн (045) 857.0122 
КЕД 

DARKNESS 

one MISSED CALL 

Tm 


Mega Center Mall 


(савлана City) té (044) 4633283 


PASIAN 
POLAR EXPRESS 
[NATIONAL TREASURE 


Cine Nepo 

(Dagupan City) tel (075) 515.38409 
PAS 

NANG NAK 

NATIONAL TREASURE 

POLAR EXPRESS 


Fiesta World Mall 
(Upa) à 06) 90.070 


тм 
ALDUNDER. 
SKY CAPTAIN 
‘SEED OF CHUCKY 


Centre Plaza Cinema 
(Balanga Bataan) tel (87) 237.7007 
SKY CAPTAIN 
SHARK TALE 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
(Рана) td биота 
BoUZOFU 
POLAR EXPRESS 
SURVIVING CHRISTMAS 


Cinema 2000 Metrotown 
Пойа) te (085) 962.1728 
1 PASIYA 
H сшила |1 
jum 
ix 


NATIONAL TREASURE [2 
тия E 


oo u € » e le e € ө өе өө ә ө e o ө ө e" ә ө ө ө ө е 


2 DARKNESS 
3 BUKAS MAY UMAGA 
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4MAY 

5 DARKNESS 
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5 NATIONAL TREASURE 
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3 NATIONAL TREASURE 
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1 CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS 


4 SUPERBABIES: BABY GENIUSES 2 


6 CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS 


ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 


CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 
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The - 
Perfect Gift 
Al'Year Round 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass 

to the Hottest Seats in town. 

Get Special discounts for volume purchases! 

For marketing and events/reservations please cll 

Marketing Services Department at 687-7945 to47 locals 14and 15 
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Jewish moneylender Shylock, he has his 
sights set on King Lear and Macbeth. 
“Learning it in school was a bit of a bore,” Pa- 


dino admitted to re- 
porters in New York, 
where he was promot- 
ing his new movie, 
"The Merchant of 
Venice,” in which he 
plays Shylock, 
Nonetheless Paci- 
no, 64, best known 
for playing Michael 
Corleone in “The 
Godfather" (1972), 
says he did get 
hooked on the bard 
atschool. .: 


Moral y NE 
complexities 3-5 

"Some actors have 
an appetite for it, 
some actors don't,” 
he said. "Its just 
what rings your bell." 
He said "The Mer- 
chant of Venice" may 
be difficult for audi- 
ences given the 
moral complexities, 
particularly his char- 
acter who loans a for- 
tune on condition 
that he receives a 
pound of the borrow- 
ers flesh ifthe loan is 
not repaid. 

“Ive always found 
a way to present 
Shakespeare more en- 
tertaining and rele- 
vant,” he said, recall- 
ing his 1996 docu- 
mentary, “Looking for 
Richard,” about 
Shakespeare's 
“Richard Ш," as the 
project he has been 
most passionate about 
in recent years. 


Sinner 

The Oscar winner 
says he sees Shylock, 
who endures anti 
Semitic insults, is 
spat on in the street 
and sees his daughter 
elope with a Chris- 
Чап nobleman, as 
more sinned against 
than sinner. 

Asked about Future 
plans for more Shake- 
speare, Pacino said he 
had discussed a cou- 
ple of movies--King 
Lear” the tragedy of a 
father and his three 


Scottish pla 
tors superstitious ref- 
erence to "Macbeth?" . 

But, Pacino plays 
down suggestions he 
is about to become 
some sort of ambas- 
sador for Shake- 
speare їп modem 
America 

*1 like him the way 
other people do. 1 
love him and his 
work, but Рт mot 
here to represent 
Shakespeare to the 
world,” he said. “Не 
doesn't need me, he 
doesnt need any- 
body. He's going to 
dofine.” ^ Reuters 


Hollywood 


From pago A2-1 


inthe region, ranging 
from eight percent in. 
Australia to 100 per- 
cent in Vietnam. 

Ellis said Chinas 
95 percent piracy 
rate in 2003, up from 
88 percent two years 
earlier, was not so 
much a product of its 
Jack of suppression of 
the illegal activity as 
from its policy of re- 
stricting the number 
of foreign movies 
screened. 


Foreign films 

“China only allows 
20 foreign films to be 
Shown annually in 
the country, and last 
year, 15 of them were 
Hollywood movies,” 
he said. 

MPA members lost 
an estimated $178 
million of potential 
revenue in China and 
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Six films make it to Cinemalaya 
festival's short narrative finals 


new filmmakers. 

Onlyone winner will be chosen 
in both tilts, but it is hoped that 
many of the other finalists will 
find favor with the viewing pub- 
lic, and with movie producers, 
who could then offer-the new 
‘writer-directors follow-up pro- 
jects in mainstream cinema. 

In the short (20-minute) narra- 
tive competition, the six winners 


By Nestor U. Torre. 


LAST Dec. 15, the Cinemelaya 
Philippine Independent Film Fes- 
tival announced the finalists in its 
first short narrative film competi- 
tion, which will be screened for 
the public at the Cultural Center 
of the Philippines in February 
next year, along with the finalists 
in the festival's full-length tile for 
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"Panaginipan" explores young 
women's growing, cautionary 
fascination with death and sui- 
cide, which they attempt to "re- 
hearse” in various ways. 

“Babae” sheds light on the co- 
nundrum of gender, as it tells its 
unique story about two girls who 
become best friends, and then 
soulmates. Eventually, they even 
start a family, with a baby thrown 
infor good measure! 

In the process, the film also іп, 
vestigates other aspects of g 
der, as “society” sees it, and as it 
continues to redefine itself in the 
real world. 


PEREZ. Plays female lead role 
in “Mansyon.” 
are (in no particular order) "Man- 
syon” by Joel Ruiz, “Kultado” by 
Lawrence Fajardo, "Panaginipan" 
by Anna Isabelle Matutina, “Babae” 
by Sigrid Andrea Bernardo, “Blood 
Bank" by Pam Miras, and ‘Al- 
imuom" by Rommel Tolentino. 
What made the six finalists 
stand out in the competition's field 
of 37 short-story films? “Mansyon” 
is about a housemaid (Roselyn 
Perez) and her husband, who are 
tasked with the upkeep of a 
wealthy woman's house while 
she's on an extended trip abroad, 
What happens while she's away is 
a telling comment on human na- 
ture and contrasting social atti- 
tudes and mores. 


Transfusions 

“Blood Bank” is about a sick: 
woman who has to get frequent 
transfusions to keep ler alive, and 
а man who sells his blood to sus- 
tain his own existence. The ironic’ 
significance of their uniquely sym- 
biotic relationship is the story's po- 
tent thematic thrust. х 

Eventually, other creatures el- 
bow their way into their bloody 
fugue for two, adding a new di- 
mension to their uniquely 
“roseate” relationship. 

Finally “Alimuom” is about a 
murder that turns out to be much 
more than what the murderer ev- 
erenvisioned. 

The six finalists were chosen by 
a board of judges chaired by Film 
Deviopmment Council of the 
Philippines head Laurice Guillen, 
with Manet Dayrit, Mark Escaler, 
Cesar Hernando, Lee Meily and 
this writer as members. 

Next February, a new set of ju- 
rors will select the top winner in 
the short narrative competition 
ofthe Cinemalaya festival. 


Violence 

“Kultado” tells the textured 
story of an abbatoir and the ani- 
mal and human violence that 
takes place there. Specifically, it 
dramatizes the conflict between 
a groupof pretty usurers and pro- 
tection racketeers, and the “little” 
people whom they oppress. In 
the short film's instructive de- 
nouement, they soon remain "lit 
tle" no longer. 


Gay movie tops 
Indonesian 


Filmfest 


ЈАКААТА The first Indonesian movie to 
seriously deal with gay relationships 
scooped five honors including best film 
at a major film festival in this world's 
largest Muslim nation, a report said re- 
cently. 


Satire 
“Arisan,” a satire on the superficial life 
‘ © | ofa bunch of upper middle class urban- 
TAGA ites, won the best film award at the 2004 
A] | Indonesian Film Festival, held again here 
after a 12-year hiatus, the Kompas daily 
said. 


SM Bacoor 
Cinema 4 


Cinema 2 


Written and directed by young In- 
donesian director Nia Dinata, the film al- 
so won four other "Citra" awards—best. 
editing, best leading acror, best support- 
ingactor and best supporting actress. 


First 

The film, which was the first in In- 
donesia to openly broach the subject of a 
gay relationship without resorting to 


camp comedy, beat out 34 other Indone- 
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sian films competing in the festival. 

The two award-winning actors played 
the film's gay characters who are shown 
kissing in one scene, while another scene 
has a brief aerial shot of a woman provid- 
ing oral sex services to a man in a public 
toilet. x 
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Upsurge 


The annual Indonesian Film Festival 
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was first held in 1973, bur it was aban- 
doned in 1992 after local film production 
shuddered to a halt amid a food of 
cheaper import movies. It has been re- 
vived amid an upsurge in Indonesian 
moviemaking. AFP 


Hollywood 2e 


NATIONAL TREASURE THE POLAR EXPRESS 
[езп сег 
SM Bacoor 
trem 
SM Cagayan 
Gaano! 
SM lilo 
pe 
SM Cebu 


po 


шты 


РАЗАМ 
St 10 MICS MING 
SM Cagayan 
[2] 
SM Davao 
p 


SM Cobu 
po] 


SM Baguio 


[5] 
SM Dasmariñas 


A Gana 1 


SM Lucena 


Caras 


SM Batangas 


From page A2-2 


$147 million in Japan last year because of 
piracy problems, 

“Piracy cost the Motion Picture Association 
over $3.5 billion last year, and 1 am afraid it 
will continue to rise. Certainly, some places 
have contained the problem and reduced it, 
but in other places, the problem is increas- 
ing,” he said. 


Raids 

MPA said it assisted police in conducting 
nearly 13,000 raids in Asia-Pacific in 2003, 
initiated almost 9,100 legal actions, and was 
responsible for the seizure of 44 million ille- 
gal discs. 

“We have to appeal to the public to recog- 
nize and reject the criminal behavior. If we 
can reduce and stop piracy, the whole in- 
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dustry will continue to thrive and grow.” 
Reuters 
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By Noelani Torre 


OU may not have heard of 

Toby Lightman yet, but we're 

sure you soon will, This 
blond 25-year-old musician is just 
too talented not to stand out. She 
also happens to have Peter Zizzo, 
who produced songs for Avril Lavi- 
gne and Vanessa Carlton, helming 
the production team of her debut 
album, “Little Things.” 

Zizzo isn't the only bigshot to have noticed 
her talent, Wyclef Jean produced her first de- 
mo material, and she has the legendary Nile 
Rodgers playing the electric guitar in “Devils 
and Angels” and "Front Row" 

We were pleasantly surprised when we first 
listened to Lightman's album. Her talent was 
apparent from the very start, but the record it- 
self is coherent, mature, and compelling. 
You'd think that she's been doing this for ages 
when, in fact, she only recently decided to 
make career out of her music. 


Powerful voice 

‘The first thing you'll notice is her 
voice—huge and dominating, husky, full of 
sass, it reminds us of Nelly Furtado, though 
it's unmistakably Toby Lightman. Zizzo has 
infused a lot of electronic clutter in this disc, 
but her highly individual and powerful voice 
just refuses to be upstaged. 

Its obvious that a great deal of thought was 
put into the production of "Little Things.” Its 
sound—a blend of acoustic, soulful pop in- 
fested with a lot of hooks and a litle rock—is 
too much like today's trendy, middle of the 
road music calculated to appeal to the widest 
audience range possible. That isn't bad, bur it 
does make it more difficult for us to locate the 
real Toby Lightman beneath all that pretty 
poptronica. 

There's no denying the mainstream appeal 
of her glossier tracks, however. The first sin- 
gle released, "Devils and Angels," has the feel 
of a winning formula—acoustics, a hook- 


Martin Scorsese . 


films, behind “Finding Neverland,” 

At first, that would seem to be a good thing. 
But, Hollywood pitchmen sometimes forget 
that fans often want to judge for themselves 
which film they think is best, and which direc- 
tors and performers they think deserve acco- 
lades. They don't want to be told. 

"Audiences begin to resent that," Scorsese 
said ofthe buzz. 


Madness 

"Aviator" covers roughly 20 years in the life 
of Hughes, who went from film-producing 
‘wunderkind in the late 1920s to aviation ge- 
nius of the 1940s, before slipping into the mad- 
ness that plagued him until he died in 1976. 

The film opens with Hughes (DiCaprio) in his 
early 20s when he was making 19305 aerial war 
film, “Hell's Angels" It moves through his love af- 
fairs with Katharine Hepburn (Cate Blanchet) and 
‘Ava Gardner (Kare Beckinsale), and depics Holy- 
wood's Golden Age and the nightlife at dubs like the 
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LIGHTMAN. Her album, “Little Things,” 
iscoherent, mature and compelling. 


filled melody, R&B samples, a fast beat, and 
confident, feisty vocals. 

‘Lightman wrote and co-wrote the songs in 
the album. Among her most memorable 
songs, lyrics-wise, are the groupie-themed 
“Front Row,” where she asks whether she 
should “show affection/ to the guy in the 
front row”; “Don’t Wanna Know,” where she 
tells a musical idol that she'd “rather stay shy 
and get high/ on what could be"; and "Every- 
day," which reads like a trite diary entry, but is 
nevertheless honest and convincing. 

“1 don’t really like to write specifically 
about the things that happen to me,” she ex- 
plains, "because when I listen to lyrics, ike it 
when Tm not being told how to interpret 
them. So, I tend to be pretty vague." 


Influence 

The fist track, "Leave И Inside," has a harder 
edge than most of the other songs here, and the 
phrasing reveals the influence of Mary J. Blige, 
an artist Lightman admits to admiring. 

The real standouts in this album, however, 
are the stripped-down numbers like "Every- 
day” and “Running Away.” Here, we can con- 
centrate on Lightman's voice and her acoustic 
guitar, She doesn’t need electronic dressing to 
make her music sound great. 


* ^ FrompageA2-7 


‘Atthe same time, the movie covers Hughes 
aviation genius. He developed the fastest 
plane of his day, and flew around the world in 
a record three days and 19 hours in 1938. 

‘There were bad times, too. Hughes and his 
‘Trans World Airlines fought the US govern- 
ment and rival Pan American World Airways 
over international flight routes. The battle 
nearly landed TWA in bankruptcy. 

Hughes suffered from obsessive-compul- 
sive disorder and germ phobia. He is shown 
scrubbing his hands raw and locking himself 
alone ina room for weeks. 


Human drama 

“Aviator” is a human drama, yet it also has el- 
ements of big-time moviemaking. Some of the 
flying scenes were produced with digital images, 
while others were made with plane models. 

Scorsese first shot "Aviator" traditionally, 
then used digital technology to reprocess the 
film to make it look like the movies of the 


Stripped tracks brighten Toby Lightman’s debut CD 
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December 22, 2004 
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Farrell makes US TV 
debut in hit sitcom 


OS ANGELES—irish star Colin Farrell, fresh 
from his big-screen turn as Alexander the Great, 
is set to make his US television debut in the hit 

sitcom, “Scrubs,” the industry press said recently. 

The 28-year-old star of the critically unacclaimed “Alexan- 
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der” will guest star in a role to which he 
is accustomed—as an unruly Irishman, 
in an episode to be aired in the United 
States on Jan. 25, Daily Variety said. 


Result 

Bad boy Farrell's primetime bow is the 
result of his friendship with Zach Braff, 
the star of the tongue-in-cheek show 
about the life of hospital doctors. 

The role marks Farrell's first foray on- 
to the small screen since his role in the 
British TV series, “Ballykissangel,” in 
1998-99. 

Since then, Farrell has become one of 
Hollywood's faster-rising stars, scoring 
roles in Tom Cruise's 2002 film, "Minori: 
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International recognition boosts lean 


By Rito P. Asilo 


HEN Film Year 2004 cul- 
minates at this month's 
Metro Manila Film Festi- 


val, the beleaguered Philippine 
movie industry (currently reeling 
from the untimely demise of its ac- 
knowledged "King," Fernando Poe 
Jr) will have released 55 locally 
produced feature films—including 
the festival’s eight entries—as op- 
posed to 192 foreign productions 
distributed to local theaters this 
year. 

‘The glaring disparity between the two fig- 
ures is, to say the least, cause for grave con- 
сет. Unfortunately, the gloomy scenario 
doesn’tend there. 

_ nan interview with the MTRCBS Paul del Mun- 
d {thanks to Seiko head honcho Robbie Tan for his 
valuable tip), we leamed that the figure was 25 
films short of the local output last year, when there 
‘were 80 local movies and 201 intemational ims re- 
Jeased—a staggering drop of more than 30 percent! 
(n 2002, the output was 92) 


‘Transparency 

According to the UP Film Institute's Nonoy 
Lauzon, the industry needs to professionalize 
the gathering of its data so that the resulting fig- 
ures could help assess its "problems." 

He laments: г some reason, we don't 
even have a website that monitors informa- 
tion on domestic grosses, and no scientifica 
sessment of figures like the one practiced in 
Hollywood--because grosses are considered 
‘classified information’ here. Our industry 
Jacks the transparency needed to honestly as- 
sess itself." Producers, take note! 

During the first three quarters of the year, only 
36 local films were released—including the two 
holdover entries of the 2003 MMFF: Seiko's de- 
lightful box-office charmer, “Bridal Shower," and 
Erik Matt's “Gagamboy” which recently won the 
‘Audience Prize at the Sth Utopiales International 
Festival of Science Fiction in France. 

Ironically, it was a bold film, Neal Tan's 
“Puri,” starring Hanni Miller, that sizzled at the 

__ box office immediately after last years lacklus- 
ter MMFE Sexy films comprised a sizable chunk 
of the 55 movies, but moviegoers’ interest in 
that particular film genre considerably ebbed 
after the influential SM group of cineplexes de- 
cided to ban their exhibition. 

"This has led to fewer sexy productions, 
while the few who persevered sadly endured 
first-day, last-day screenings before they van- 
ished from the face of the earth. 


Runaway hit 

‘The year’s runaway hit is Chito Rono's well- 
made frightfest, "Feng Shui,” from Star Cine- 
ma. Given the film industry's P200-million 
benchmark for blockbuster domestic gross, 
the Kris Aquino starrer grossed an impressive 
ing its commercial run in 
s. (The film is stil being 
shown in cinemas across the country and 
abroad.) Prior to this, only Ai-Ai delas Alas 
“Tanging Ina” and Vilma Santos’ "Anak" ex- 

ceeded this stratospheric figure. 
Curiously, ABS-CBN's film division must be 
doing something right, because all of their 
movies ('Bcuz of U,” "Now That I Have You,” 


Martin Scorsese 
is still learning 


LOS ANGELES—Even 
master director Martin 
Scorsese, whose films 
include “Taxi Driver" 
and "Raging Bull,” ad- 
mits he still has things 
to leam about 
moviemaking 

Scorsese's "The Avia- 
tor” saring Leonardo 
DiCaprio as eccentric bil- 
lionaire Howard Hughes, SCORSESE. 
his US cinemas this "The Aviator" gi 
month with the expecta- him his first Oscar? 
tion that it may be the 
years best movie, and eam Scorsese his first Oscar 
He dismisses such talk as hype that could ultimately. 
ruin the movie for audiences. 

‘The director is known, mostly for small-scale 
films, But like 2002's "Gangs of New York,” “Avi- 
ator" is a big, flashy Hollywood movie. It comes 
to audiences full of digital effects that the 62- 
year-old director has rarely used in a career 
Spanning more than 40 years. 


Expectation 

"The problem is, there is a certain expecta- 
tion,” he told Reuters. "Will this experiment be 
accepted by an audience that wants something 
else? І don't know" Scorsese was among a 
group of maverick directors in the 1970s mak- 
ing hit movies outside Hollywood. He focused 
оп low-budget, urban stories of tormented 
characters seeking personal redemption, 

Inthe 1980s, he suffered setbacs like the contro- 
versi “The Last Temptation of Chris," then re- 
bounded in 1990 with “Goodfellas,” a drama about 
a turncoat Майа foot soldier, cementing his reputa- 
tion as a maestro of moviemaking. 

"Gangs," about rival gang warfare set in 
1860s New York, was hyped by Hollywood 
pitchmen as the film that would finally win 
Scorsese a best director Oscar, But, he lost to 
Roman Polanski (“The Pianist”). 

“Aviator,” too, comes heaped with Oscar 
buzz, and already, the the National Board of 
Review, put it at No. 2 on its list of top 10 

MARTIN ALS. 
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“All My Life,” etc.) have reached the P100-mil- 
lion mark, except the disappointing "Volta." 

On a brighter note, triumphs of Pinoy fea- 
tures like Mattis "Gagamboy" at international 
film festivals have buoyed up the industry's 
sagging spirits. 

Accolades won in the last five years include. 
"Magnifico" Grand Prix at Berlin's Kinderfilm- 
fest and at the Rome Intemational Children's 
Film Festival, the Silver Kite award in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, and the Special Jury prize in 
Belgium; 


Independent 


Sharon Cuneta ("Crying Ladies") tied with. | 


Nora Aunor ("Naglalayag") for best actress, and 
Yul Servo ("Naglalayag") won the best actor 
award (his second after 2002's “Batang West 
Side,” which he shared with Joel Torre) at the 
31st International Festival of Independent Films 
in Brussels, fellow superstar Vilma Santos won 
the same award in 1999 for "Bata, Bata, Paano 
Ka Ginawa?” and another award at the 2003 
Cinemanila for “Dekada 70"); the three Quizon 


A27 


film year 


men (Dolphy, Eric and Jeffrey) shared best ac- 
tor honors in Belgium in 2000 for “Markova”, 
Katherine Luna (Mario O'Hara's “Babae sa 
Breakwater”) won best actress trophies at the 
6th Cinemanila and the 6th Festival of Asian. 
Cinema in India; and Gil Portes “Mga Munting 
Tinig" copped the best feature award at the 
Palm Beach International Film Festival last year. 
And, of course, theres Raymond Reds tri- 
umphant 13-minute "Anino" (Shadows), which 
won Cannes’ Palme D'Or for short film in 2000. 


Documentary 

‘Some Pinoys like Ramona Diaz (her docu- 
mentary, “Imelda,” won the cinematography 
prize at this year's Sundance) and Noel Izon 
(his documentary, “An Untold Triumph: Ameri- 
ca's Filipino Soldiers," won the audience and 
documentary prizes in Hawaii two years ago) 
may no longer hold Philippine passports, but 
their victories nevertheless inspire us. 

Now, les hope that Mark Meilly's flawed 
but delightful "Crying Ladies" will make us 
proud on Feb. 27 at the 2005 Oscars. 
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Billy Bob Thornton plays 
naughty but nice Santa 


By Rito Asilo stant search for meaning. ba) is a sexy, promising 22-year-old choreog- 
A " d - rapher with a heart of gold, who gets her fork 
Bad Santa’ ‘Honey’ in the road when mentor-director Michael El- 
D: Terry Zwigoff D: Bille Woodruff р lis (David Moscow) lures her into the big- 

: Bil S: Jessica Alba, Mekhi Phifer ti is bed w hii к 

S: Billy Bob Thornton Jessica Alba, Mel me—and into his bed! Should she show him — THORNTON (LEFT) AND COX (RIGHT). Play the twisted 

FOR seven consecutive years in seven cities, Нопеу Daniels ("Dark Angel's” Jessica Al- BILLY/A3-2 protagonists in Terry Zwigoff's dark comedy, 
Willie (Billy Bob Thornton) and Marcus 
(Tony Cox) have been getting themselves 
hired as department store Santa Claus and 
his three-foot elf. But, everything's a ruse 
for the sly, world-weaty conmen, who stay 
inside the store after the mall closes on 
Christmas Eve, then crack the safe open for 
their annual loot. 

But, an eight-year-old boy (Brett Kelly) 
with a seemingly pathologic fascination for 
Santa Claus and a neurotic mall manager 
(John Ritter, delightful in his last big-screen 
performance) don’t make things easy for the 
duo—especially for the depressive, foul- 
mouthed, sex-crazed, alcoholic protagonist. 
Not a very morally upstanding character, 
huh? 

To complicate things further, he meets 
Sue (Lauren Graham), a beautiful bar- 
tender with a fetish for Santa costumes. 


Tripsas JAMI e, SUMMIT, SUMMIT, 4 SUM 
2.0 SE 2 WB 1 


poisoning himself with carbon monoxide, улы 3 гу: 
his interactions with the fat kid with the low A Ь 
self-esteem and the kind lady with a vora- AY Аф E 2 
cious sexual appetite suddenly become sub- ч x E 
stantial considerations--for the firsttimein — 7 A к i iive 
his lifet Ы м 
At first glance, Terry Zwigoff ("Ghost 
World," "Crumb") shatters feel-good notions 
about the mythology of Santa Claus, but the 
director's hilarious, in-your-face depiction of 
the film's twisted characters—whose weak- 
nesses eventually lead to their salva- 
tion—makes it easy for audiences to relate to 
them, E 
When Willie “terrorizes” the neighborhood 
bullies who make the kid’s life a living hell, he 2 
pL conse: Enjoy the 6 Surprising Flavors of Summit Natural Drinking Water: 
у finds his humanity, after love an. B be 
eee White Grape, Peach, Tangerine Lime, Strawberry Watermelon, Black Cherry, & Apple Pear. 


science. 


The movie is not for the whole family Gn SUGAR FREE • CAFFEINE FREE • CALORIE FREE • CARB FREE 


fact, cuss words are used 243 times in the film, 


a record of sorts for a "Christmas" movie!). But A " 1 SUMMIT 
it is good for adult, ost souls who are in con- Think. Drink: Clear 
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International Month celebrations 


ESTEBAN International School recently cele- Elena Malyshev, a mother from Grade 1, for 
brated International Month to promote peace Russia. They showed pictures of Russia, and 
and friendship among nations. Every class- the students were awed by the beauty of the 
room had mothers who talked about theirte- landscape, Like Mrs. Park, they brought Rus- 
spective countries. They also prepared activi- sian costumes and food. 
ties for the students, and food from their Mrs. Dana Silverio presented the Philip- 
country for the children to taste. pines. She brought a Sepak Takraw team from 

7 8 the Philippine Air Force. The students enjoyed 
Six countries the sipa demonstration. 

Inthe Grade 2 class, there were six countries 
represented. Mrs. Charo Lukban and Mrs. Con- Games 
nie Kleist presented China. Mrs. Lukban made a Магс and Palita Calica presented the Unit- 
power point presentation which the students ed States of America. They prepared games 
enjoyed. Mrs. Kleist prepared Chinese lunch, and activities, and the students prepared their 

Мапа) Mrs. Ji Eun Lee Park, dressed їп a pink Ko- own American sandwiches. When asked what 

ean costume, presented Korea. She showed they learned about the USA, they answered, 

Navasero and explained the Korean flag, traditional “They do things fast.” 

clothes and food. Warren and Tina Norton came from Spain. 
Mrs. Marina Andrianova paired with Mrs. Mrs. Norton read a book and gave an enlight- 
ере 1 BAD SANTA ening talk about Spain. They also brought a 
Spanish costume. Mr. Norton talked about 

PODIUM bullfighting. The students drank "wine" 

(grape juice) and ate "con gusto." 


(To be concluded) 
rorseatnesevoton.catesseers 2 HAROLD AND KUMAR E-mail mandynavasero@yahoo.com or call 
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Unresolved irritants hound Metro filmfes 


By Nestor U. Torre 


EVERY year for the past decade, the Metro 
Manila Film Festival generally generates con- 
troversy that sadly limits its effectivity. This 
year's edition doesn't look like it's going to be 
an exception to the desultory rule. 

“The major sticking point this year is the un- 
resolved (as of this writing) problem that four 
of the eight official entries are reportedly be- 
ing produced by basically the same film 
group. If this isn't settled to the viewing pub- 
йе satisfaction before the filmfest unreels on 
Dec. 25, its subsequent verdicts won't be tak- 
en seriously. 


Star power 

On the other hand, the entries have suffi- 
cient star power to make the festival a com- 
mercial success. “Sigaw” has Richard Gutier- 
тет, "So Happy Together" has Kris Aquino, 
“Mano Po 3" topbills Vilma Santos, "Aishite 
Imasu" has Judy Ann Santos, "Spirit of the 
Glass" has Marvin Agustin, “Enteng Kabisote" 
topbills Vic Sotto, "Panaghoy sa Suba" has Ce- 
sar Montano, and “Lastikman” has Sarah 
Geronimo. 

Focusing on the films themselves, however, 
they represent a rather limited range of film 
types, with two productions ('Sigaw,” "Spir- 
it.) hewing to the horror-suspense format; 
three ("Mano.." “Panaghoy...” ‘Aishte...") 
representing various dramatic formats, “Hap- 
py.” mixing drama and comedy, and "Lastik- 
man” going action-fantasy-adventure. So 
much for giving the holiday film audience the 
sufficiently varied viewing options that 
should be their due, 

Also potentially controversial is the fact 
that one director, Joel Lamangan, is directing 
three of the filmfest’s eight entries. 

At first glance, this is a tribute to the direc- 
tors cachet with the country’s leading produc- 
ers. On the other hand, this limits the chance for 
other filmmakers to benefit from the festivals 
career-boosting showcase, so the filmmaking 
feat tums out to havea downside. 


Commercial appeal 

More significantly, the festival stresses 
commercial appeal too much, compromising 
its artistry in the process. On the other hand, 
the filmfest's dark horse, “Panaghoy...” could 
reap plus points due to the relative serious- 
ness of its intent, and its determination to 
bring back the happy days of the heretofore 
vibrant Visayan movie industry 


MONTANO. His movie, “Panaghoy Sa 
Suba,” is the festival's dark horse. 


We hope that “Panaghoy.” is rewarded for 
its unusually rigorous efforts once the festival 
unreels on Dec. 25. Other possible contenders 
оп point of quality are “Mano...” and 
“Aishite. 

This years festival provides a good showcase 
for local film workers animated or computer- 
generated visual effects, by way of fantasy pro- 
ductions like “Lastikman” and "Enteng..." 

Unfortunately, even great visuals can't dis- 
tract film buffs and industry workers from the 
controversies that have been bugging the fes- 
tival for months now. 


Benefit 

‘To make sure that next year's festival does 
much better, the rules for entry to the filmfest 
should be revised. The filmfest should go back 
to its “one film per producer” rule, to give 
more movie companies a chance to benefit 
from exposure in the year-end iil. 

Even more significantly, an entry to the fes- 
tival should be based, not ona project's script, 
but on the finished film itself. What you see is 
what you get, so jurors will be ina better posi- 
tion to evaluate the entries. 

Finally, Mowelfund's share in the festival's 
profits should be increased, because many 
film workers today are reeling from the local 
movie industry's current slump. 

When Mowelfund's share was reduced last 
year, needy film workers really felt the pinch, 
as their benefits were reduced. Clearly, they 
need more, not less, help—so, have a heart! 


Billy Bob Thornton plays . . . s 


school applicant (Kal Penn)—hit the road in 
search of White Castle hamburgers. 

In the process, they go through a life- 
changing adventure, where they meet freaks, 
geeks, babes—as well as cameo-loving 
celebrities like Neil Patrick Harris (who makes 


Essence of Christmas 


Alcohol and drugs cloud our vision, and 
lead to hallucinations and fantasies. They dis- 
tort our perception of reality, and lead to loss 
of control over intelligence and emotion. 
‘Thus, a person becomes not only spiritually 
blind, but also violent. 


Ace 


Make a Merry, 
yet elegant Christmas... 


fun of his “Doogie Howser” character here), 
Christopher Meloni ("Law and Order: SVU," 
“Oz") and Ryan Reynolds ("Van Wilder"). Oc- 
casionally inventive and warm, but this film is 
pulled down by protracted scenes involving 
gas jokes and brown humor. Yuck. 


From page A34 


Let us experience the spirit of Christmas in 

humility and sobriety. Lets praise and honor 

Jesus Christ by doing what he wants us to do. 

By doing this, we will experience the true 

meaning of love and peace in our hearts. 
Email lotuspond108@hotmail.com 
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Italian Wines 


NOVELLINO takes pleasure in bringing а 
ten-piece ensemble from the 
Manila Philharmonic Orchestra 


on a tour of malis. 


SCHEDULE OF PERFORMANCES 


December 4 5:00 p.m. 
December 5 

December 7 

December 9 

December 12 
December 13 
December 14 
December 16 
December 17 
December 17 
December 18 
December 20 
December 21 
December 23 
December 28 


Robinsons Starmills Pampanga 
Robinsons Place Pioneer 
NE Pacific Mall 

Robertson Mall, Naga City 
Robinsons Metro Bacolod 
Ayala Center Cebu 

Gaisano Mall of Davao 

CSI The City Mall - Dagupan 
Robinsons Place Lipa 

The Podium 

Robinsons Place Manila 

SM City 

SM Makati 

SM City Fairview 

SM City Bacoor 


3:00 p.m. 
3:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 


4:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
MANILA 


PHILHARMONIC 
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TRIBUTE NG MGA CHAMPIONS SA KANTAHAN 
PARA SA MGA TOTOONG CHAMPIONS NG BUHAY! 


SARAH GERONIMO 
Grand Champion * Sor for o Night 2003 


ERIK SANTOS. MARK BAUTISTA 
Grand Champion * Star ina Millen 2003 Runners Sor ora Night 2003 


CHRISTIAN BAUTISTA SHERYN REGIS 
Ramer np * Star ina Milton 2003 
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OPM continues to thrive 
at Viva Records 


Dec. 18th, баш 
Dec 
Dec. "lal, еа), 


invited to listen Lo renditions 


of heart-warming Christmas Carols 


Saturday, Т00ра SN Н 
Ж, Monday.” 100p 5 kania 
ра 


By Remy Umerez 


FOR 2004, Viva Records continued to support 
original Filipino music by producing albums 
for talented new discoveries who may be to- 
morrow's Regine Velasquez or Sharon Cune- 
ta. 

‘The company's current bestsellers are the 
albums of Regine Velasquez, Sarah Geronimo 
and Ogie Alcasid. Regine's "Covers," for ex- 
ample, was released last month and immedi- 
ately turned platinum (30,000 units sold) af- 
teraweek. 


Gay market > 

"Regine hasn't done an album in four 
years. Her latest CD contains cover versions 
of songs popularized by Filipino male vocal- 
ists. It also includes videos of ‘Say That You 
Love Me’ and "Minsan Lang Kitang libigin.” 

"Regine's fans don't mind spending for 
their idol's CD basta makumpleto ang kani- 
lang collection. Curiously, she also has a con- 
siderable gay market that looks up to her as 
an icon,” Vincent del Rosario analyzes. 

Sarah Geronimo, a product of a talent 
search conducted by Viva, became a symbol 
of hope for aspiring singers. "The record in- 
dustry constantly needs fresh talents to keep. 
the competition alive. We always welcome a 
new sound because it's good for business," he 
adds. 

Ogie Alcasid's “I Am a Singer" scored a big 
hit when it was released recently, which sur- 
prised people who consider him only as a co- 
median and composer. " Masipag kasi siyang 
mag-promote, and the masa can relate to his 
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VELASQUEZ. Her latest album, “Covers,” 
turned platinum aftera week. 


songs,” Vincent affirms. 


Inferior quality 

То address the piracy problem confronting 
the industry, Del Rosario says that the compa- 
my continues to remind buyers not to patron- 
ize pirated CDs because of their inferior qu: 
ty. He cites the successful raids the Optical 
Media Board has been conducting to contain 
the problem. The campaign against piracy has 
become global, he says. 

"To help fight piracy, Viva Records has re- 
leased CD Lites (that feature three hit songs) 
sold at low prices. 


Essence of Christmas 


‘THE SPIRIT of Christmas can be experienced 
only by those who focus on the essence of Je- 
sus’ coming. 

‘There are things that we should avoid be- 
cause they lead us away from its true spi 

1. Overeating—Jesus Christ lived a sim- 
ple life centered around spirituality. He 
fasted for 40 days so that he could continu- 
ously meditate. Conquering the belly is im- 
portant in spiritual life because it allows 
the use of the body for a higher spiritual 
purpose. 


Hunger 

Intense hunger is not for material food. 
Our stomach can handle only so much. But, 
we overeat because we try to satisfy our 
spiritual hunger in the material dimension 
instead of the spiritual realm. When we 
overeat, we experience suffering instead of 
fulfillment. 

During the Christmas season, let us be 
aware that Jesus Christ came to bring us re- 
al food: The word and teachings of 


Lotus 
Ромо 


R. Valencia 
апа $. Bismark 


God—and these are what we must truly 
feaston! ` 

2. Slaughtering the  innocent—Jesus 
taught us compassion and kindness, even for 
the lower species. He was born amidst farm. 
animals, which were allowed to pay him hon- 
or and respect. He'd never be happy to see an- 
imals suffer. He wants everyone—the animals 
included—to experience peace and love. 

3. Intoxication—Jesus was called the “light 
of the world” because he came to show us the 
truth. Truth destroys the dark veil of igno- 
rance, 
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| Telling points in media 
workshops discussed 


By Nestor U. Torre 


(Conclusion) 


TOWARD the end of our acting 
and theater workshop at the Uni- 
versity of Baguio, the workshop- 
pers expressed their need tolearn 
other skills, like directing, be- 
cause Baguio schools generally 
didn't offer courses in those disci- 


plines. 


We said we could go back to 
teach other workshops early next 
year, but they would take more 
time, since directing, for in- 
stance, would be more difficult to 


master 


In addition, they would also 
have to be more serious and fo- 
cused, and rise above the preva- 
lent “utak probinsiya” 
down potential talents in the 
The workshoppers 
pledged to be more serious, and 
26 of them said they most needed 


provinces. 


a directing workshop. 


Film appreciation 

The following day, we went to 
the venue early, so we could start 
our other workshop, on film ap- 
preciation, at 8 a.m. Alas, when 
we got to the venue, there were 
only three students there! 

Since we wanted the masscom 
students to appreciate the impor- 
tance of discipline and to under- 
stand the value of time in media, 
we began the workshop with only 
the three students present. 

Soon, other workshoppers be- 
gan to trickle in, and the time 
came when the hall was full. But, 
we were still ticked off by some of 
the students’ undisciplined atti- 


M North Mall 


tude and behavior. 


But, we brushed off the feeling 
for the moment, and concentrat- 
ed instead on giving a good work- 
shop. We went through the com- 
ponents of the visual language of 
film, and the factors that made 


movies good. 


Difficult to grasp 

Soon enough, we noticed that 
even the most film-savvy students 
in the group didn't have an orga- 
nized and organizing knowledge 
of how the medium really 
worked, and acquired its unique 
power. 

So, we focused on this major 
consideration, which a number of 
workshoppers found difficult to 
grasp. Well, nobody said that un- 
derstanding the complex medium 
of film was going to be a walk in 
the park! 

So, we went through the same 
points over and over again, until 
we sensed that a good number of 
the workshoppers finally under- 
stood the film medium’s internal 
processes. 

Unfortunately, others refused 
to go beyond passive acceptance 
and rote "understanding," so we 
decided to cut the workshop 
short. 


Helpful. 

We just hoped that enough 
teaching points had been dynam- 
ically clarified to make the second 
workshop sufficiently helpful toa 
good number of the workshop- 
pers. 

From this less than brilliantly 
successful experience, we derived 
some key points to help explain 
why not many students here be: 
come good and informed appreci- 
ators of film. 

These include their refusal to 
go beyond literature and shift to 
the visual language of the medi 
um, their failure to develop chel: 
understanding of how filmmak 
ers communicate visually, and it 
they themselves decide to make i 
movie, their inability to cohesive 
ly organize their efforts for a cruly 
outstanding effect. 


that pulls 
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Brandon Routh dons Superman’s 
cape after Christopher Reeve 


By Rito P Asilo 


O you have ques- 
tions about show 
biz you want an- 


swered, or fun facts and 
little-known trivia about 
your favorite celebrities? 
Get in touch with us at 
rasilo@inquirer.com.ph. 


The ‘Superman’ that flew 


away 

Christopher Reeve shot to 
stardom when he donned “Su- 
perman's” red and blue suit in 
Richard Donner's 1977 bi 
screen adaptation of the story 
of the comic-book hero. Who 
was originally chosen to play 
Clark Kent's alter-ego? Who 
will play the Man of Steel in 
the highly anticipated re- 
make? 


John Wayne's son, Patrick 
(‘Young Guns"), was tapped to 
play "Superman" in 1977, but he 
dropped out of the project when 
he learned that his father had 
cancer. 

‘Twenty five-year-old Brandon 
Routh (“Gilmore Girls,” "Will and 
Grace") has been chosen to star in 


ROUTH AND REEVE. The Man of Stecl, nowand then. 


Bryan Singers ("X-Men") "Super- 
man Returns," which is scheduled 
for release in 2006. 


Sole celebrity 

Which movie actor was the 
lone Hollywood celebrity pre- 
sent at the wedding of Julia 
Roberts and cinematographer 
Danny Moder? 


Bruce Willis 


Class act 
Who were Sarah Michelle Gel- 


lar's high school classmates? 


Macaulay Culkin ("Home 
Alone), Tara Reid (‘American 
Pie") and Jerry O'Connell (Jerry 
Maguire,” "Tomcats"). 


First song, final sequence 

What was the final sequence. 
in the well-loved musical, “The 
Sound of Music," shot in Eu- 
rope? 


‘The first musical number of the 
film, which showed Maria (Julie 


Andrews) singing the title track on 
a sun-draped hill, was the final se- 
quence shot in Europe before the 
production team returned to Los 
‘Angeles. The scene was filmed in 
late June and early July 1964. 
Despite her warm and sunny 
appearance, however, Andrews 
revealed in an interview that she 
was freezing as she ran up that 
mountain over and over again, 
while director Robert Wise had to 
climb up and hide ina nearby tree 
to oversee the helicopter shoot 
without getting in the frame. 


What have geese got 


fo do with Christmas? 


By Behn Cervantes 


“ON the first day of Christmas, 
my true love gave to me—a 
partridge in a pear tree. On the 
second day of Christmas my 
truelove gave to me: two turtle 
doves, and a partridge in a 
pear tree...” So goes the well- 
known Christmas carol. 

1 have always loved the de- 
lightful melody. lt is catchy, 
very much like a children's dit- 
ty Invariably, I sing along 
when I hear it, but I have never 
quite understood what all 
those leaping lords, French 
hens, or that partridge have to 
do with Christmas. | didn’t 
know for sure—until last year, 
thanks to the Internet: 

First wife 

Historically, in the 16th cen- 
tury, Henry VIII broke off ties 
with the Vatican because the 
Pope refused to grant him per- 
mission to divorce his first 
wife, Catherine. He wanted to 
marry Anne Boleyn, 

Ina regal huff, he outlawed 
Roman Catholicism in his do- 
main, and instead set up the 
Church of England, 

So, from 1558 to 1829, Ro- 
man Catholics in England 
were not permitted to pub- 
licly practice their faith. How 
then could the members 


teach Catholicism to the chil- 


dren? Aclever member wrote ` 


the carol's lyrics as a way to 
teach young Catholics vital 
lessons. 

The information points out 
two levels of meaning: The sur- 
face meaning plus a hidden 
one known only to members of 
the underground church, Every 
elementin the carol had a code 
word for a religious reality 
which the children could re- 
member, 


‘Testaments 

The partridge is Jesus 
Christ. The two turtle doves 
are the Old and New Testa- 
ments. Three French hens 
stand for faith, hope and chari- 
ty. The four calling birds are 
the four gospels of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John. —Get 
the drift? 

The five golden rings are the 
first five books of the Old Tes- 
tament. The six geese a-play- 
ing are for the six days of cre- 
ation. Seven swans a-swim- 
ming represent “the sevenfold 
gifts of the Holy Spirit: proph- 
sy serving, teaching, exhorta- 
tion, contribution, leadership 
and mercy" 


Beatitudes 
The eight maids a-milking 
WHATIA4-2 


"The Perfect 4 


For Someone 
Who Has 
Everything 


What do you give to people on top? 
“To people who know how co appreciate 
the finer things in life? 


Give the gift of health. 


Ac Healthy Options, you will find only 
pure, natural and organic health 
products. No artificial coloring or 
flavorings. No monosodium 
glutamate. No synthetic preservatives 
or sweeteners. Your choice of 
Christmas gifts is sure to'be healthy! 


They offer a wide range of the world's 
finest Organic Wines. Made by some 
of the finest wine boutiques in the 
world, these handcrafted organic wines 
come from the great wine producing 
countries: France, Iraly, Spain, Chil 
Argentina and South Africa. They are 
made from 100% certified organic 
gripes — grapes grown using only or- 
ganic fertilizers, homeopathic sprays 
and natural preparations. Even the 
wine-making process is narural and 
vegan. Only natural substances are 
used to clarify che wine unlike conven- 
tional wines that use egg whites or mill 
and fish proteins in the bouling pro- 
cess. Every sip isa sip of suisaction — 
knowing that che wine you get is dis- 
tinedy complex and of the highest qual- 
D 


Healthy Options also offers gift packs 
with premium, pure, natural and 
organic health food items and personal 
care products 


Organic Harvest gift box. Irsa package 
of pure, natural, organic food and 
drinks that gives Christmas dinners a 
healthy ovis. 


Natural Gourmet gift box. A great way 
of expressing your love for family and 
friends, "This pack is an assortment of 
low sugar, low calorie and high fi 
treats that will make feasting a sweet 
bur guilt-free experience 


Create Your Own Gift Packs. Check 
out any Healthy Options store and 
create your own gift packs ro suit your. 
budget. Select from a wide array of 
naturally formulated personal care 
products thar nourish and heal che 
body; as well as snacks, drinks or meals 
for those who have special diets or 
simply for chose who are just looking 
ош for their health. 


Timo to Celebrate. 


Continuing our tradition of helping you choose quality gifts for your friends and loved ones, 
you will find that our exclusive selection of organic wines and premium all-natural products 
represent the perfect Christmas presents for today's healthy lifestyle. 
Iv time to celebrate che season in good 
health with organic wine and more ^ i 
the perfect gifts for people who have К Healthy @ Options id 
everything. 2 
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‘Closer’ takes Mike Nichols 
ТЕ 2 — back to familiar ground 


OUR third batch of Christmas Stars F generous with their time and tal- LOS ANGELES—An inability to 
comes from different entertainment ent as Eddie is, so our new flm- look at dead bodies killed off 
fields, but they share a deep respect WEF makers are heartened to come up Mike Nichols hopes of training as 
for their work, and for the many NL ; with their very best firstefforts. а psychiatrist 50 years ago, but 
viewers who patronize it 1 d Our third bright light in the oth- did nothing to diminish his fasci- 
In the field of comedy and im- erwise dark entertainment sky has nation with marriage, mating 
personation, Willie Nepomu- ; been generated by the Filipino So- and the games people play. 
ceno sets the standard that others a ciety of Composers, Authors and Н departure from medical 
try to measure up to. à { Publishers (Filscap). For years school turned out not only to be 
‘While many comedians smugly now, Fiüscap has worked heard to psychiatrys loss, but a gain for 
try to wing it, Willie carefully ere- NEPOMUCENO. GARCIA. Shares his CAROLINO. get royalties for its members when stage and screen as Nichols the di- 
ates each of his memorable imper- Unerring portraits. stellar clout. Committed films. their songs are used inthe media. rector probed the subject time and LAW AND ROBERTS. Star in film 
sonations of famous and infamous im again, posing questions rather version of Patrick Marber’s play. 
Soliicans and celebrities with his unerring comic portraits of зо many low-budget projects that Contributions than answers and, in the process, 
пошана preparation and an the rich and famous, and the may not have reached the screen Finally le'sthank Ditsi Caroli. becoming one of the most revered beit one that goes wrong, and 
unerring eye for telling details. bitchy and infamous. without him. no for her own selflessly signifi- filmmakers of his day. what Nichols sees as an ode to 
EER Meanwhile, we'll just have to cant contributions, this time in “Finding the person for you is “the importance of lying.” 
1 Satirical mimicry content ourselves with replays Scenes the field of the Filipino documen- the great adventure. It is inex- _ “Closer is about the dangers of 
‘Thats why its our loss that his and reruns of Willie's past wi- Current, Eddie is shooting tary, Diss films are of the en- haustibly interesting. T is what closeness. Do you have a right to 
lam regular show, "pup, has umphs оп the tube, which have scenes for one of the 10 finalisten- gaged, committed sore, but this life is made of,” Nichols, 73, told know what isin the other person's 
bowed outofthe TVscreen. Its the ser a dauntingly high mark for tries to the first Cinemalaya festival, hasn't prevented them from being Reuters head? in my experience, happiness 
height of irony that lesser comics other comedians toaspireto. which unreels at the CCP early nest full of emotion and piercing in- ` comes from being together, but al- 
are seen all over the TV spectrum, From the world of full-length year And in acoupleof weeks time, sights into the human condition. Bleak view ways maintaining enough sepa- 
are seen all over he TY spec, filme ourChrismasSarisono hes fying to the States to act in a Anaward-winner both here and Hislates movie, “Closer” finds rateness’ Nichols sad. 
i cese for his welbhoned gift genarian Eddie Garcia—not be. Fi-Am production, “Wrinkles,” chat abroad, Disi shows the way for Nichols back on familiar territory. im 
1 for satirical mimicry. Sause hes stayed оп top for so also has Lou Diamond Phillips and other young filmmakers to also dis- and is being likened to “Carnal Breaking taboos 
We trust that, starting next long, although that's a feat also Tommy Abuel in its stellar cast. tila vision for themselves, and nev- Knowledge" (1971) both for its Despite critically acclaimed 
year, a canny and savvy producer worth celebrating--but because New and altemativefilmmakers er give up, no matter how daunting sexuality and its bleak view of hu- performances from all four ac- 
z Ml give Wille a new TV show he's so generously shared his stel- love Eddie because he is suppor theodós-umildarviionisbesu. man relationships, tors, “Closer” is no crowd pleaser. 
i where hecan again regale us with lar clout, talent and experience to ive oftheir efforts, even if they can tifully meaningfully realized. А біт version ofthe acclaimed For Nichols, winning over the au- 
E 1997 stage play by Britain's dience is hardly the point at this 
: A . 4 Patrick Marber, “Closer” is the in- stage in a career founded on tak- 
What have geese got to do with Christmas? „ьа tertwined tale of two men and ing risks and breaking taboos. 
3 3 two women (Jude Law, Clive “If you are here just to please 
i 3 ў > Owen, Julia Roberts and Natalie the audience, it is over already. 
$ are the eight beatitudes. Nine Тһе 10 lords a-spying is easy points of belief in the Apostles’ ambiguity, and think back how Portman) who meet, fall in love, You've got to tell the story that 
1 ladies dancing are the nine fruits enough to figure out. They are Creed. exciting it was to sing the carol betray each other and ultimately you want to tell, and hope that 
1 ofthe Holy Spirit: love, joy, peace, The 10 Commandments. The 11 Ѕо, this is your Christmas his- then because of its significance. destroy themselves. there are enough people who are 
Patience, .kindness, "goodness, pipers piping are the 11 faithful tory lesson for the season. Next It certainly made Catholics in Sometimes winy, often raw, interested in that story to make it 
Bithfulness, gentleness and self apostles save Judas. The 12 time you wonder about those the know” merry in olde En- and relentlessly ambiguous, it is worthwhile; he said. 
control. drummers drumming are the 12 lyrics, you will appreciate their glisht what Marber calls a love story, al- (To be concluded) 
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Orlina sculpture joins Prince Andrew's collection 


By Nestor U, Torre. 


CULPTOR Ramon Orlina has 

received plaudits abroad for 

his, beautiful commissioned 
works and winning pieces in inter- 
national art tilts, 

Here at home, his friking glass sculptures 
are valued by colleftors, and awards stat- 
vertes made by hi 
national competitic 

Recently, anothet feather was added to Or- 
lina's cap when he was commissioned to cre- 
ate а striking sculptural memento for the 
United Kingdom's Prince Andrew. 


Three-day vist 

HRH The Dute of York flew in earlier this 
month for a three-day visit to promote British 
trade and induszry. 

Las: Dec. 3, he officially launched the New 
Discovery 3 Land Rover, which was flown in 
from Singapore for the signal occasion. 

"The prince's hosts had feared that the event 
‘would be rained out because super-typhoon 
“Yoyong” threatened to unleash its wrath on 
the country thar very day. Fortuitously, it 
changed courseand weakened. 

So, at 11 that surprisingly sunny morning, 
Prince Andrew arrived at the Jaguar show- 
room on ADB ave. in the Ortigas business 
complex in Pasig City, and briskly cut the rib- 
bon and grandly unveiled the New Discovery 
3 (which, we learned, he himself drives in 
England). 

‘Asa token of appreciation, he was present- 
ed with Orlina's new glass sculpture. Since 
the prince loves playing golf, it was suggested 
to Orlina that his sculptural piece should be 
about the sport, and that it be titled “The 
Golfer.” 

Jaguar Car Phils. chairman and president 
Wellington Soong, who had commissioned 
the special artwork for Prince Andrew, de- 
scribed how the abstract piece suggested the 
formofa golfer: 

Viewed from one angle, it presented the 
golfer in a back swing pose; seen from the 
side, it looked like the golfer had followed 
through. 


Intrigued 

Prince Andrew was clearly intrigued and 
quite taken by the unique sculpture. He spent 
some minutes admiring the artwork, and at 
опе point even tried to lift the 100-Ib glass 
sculpture! 

Upon being introduced to Orlina, the 
prince engaged the sculptor in lighthearted 
conversation. He flashed a grin at Paul Dia- 
mond, the British ambassador to the Philip- 
pines, pointed to the sculpture, and said, “You 
have to get this to me.” 

Later, he was heard to comment that he 
had already decided on a place for the sculp- 
ture in his new abode. 

He thanked Orlina once more, and moved 
‘on to his next official activity. Mr. Soong was 
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Wrong values 
in advertising 


By Amadís Ma. Guerrero 


BE beautiful. Be white—or just be mesti- 
за or mestizo. You have dark skin or 
worse—gasp!—dark underarms? That's 
a no-no! Try our product: It will make 
you white all over— or something to 
that effect. Then, you'll find true love! 

These are some of the blandishments 
of the high-powered advertising indus- 
try. The influence of advertisements on 
the buying public came under scrutiny 
recently in “Sining Taktakan," a monthly 
forum of the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines (CCP). 

‘Among the panelists were advertising 
executives Russel Molina and Ma. Rita 
Arenas of Harrison Communications, Ed 
Cabagnot, head of the CCP's Film Divi- 
sion, served as emcee. 

One student with a sense of history 
traced this display of colonial mentality 
in advertising to Doña Victorina, the 
character in Jose Rizal's “Noli Me Tan- 
gere" who wanted to be European and, 
therefore, white. 


White is beautiful 

“Up to now, ang consumer values sa 
Pilipinas ay maging puti ka," he added. 
‘Sa karamihan ng Pinoy, white is beauti- 

Molina said ad agencies cater to mar- 
ket demands. For some reason, gustong 
pumuti ng Pinoy. He added: “In the US, 
baligtad. Gusto nilang magpa-itim, they 
go for tanned skin. So, we offer an op- 
tion: Gusto mong magpaputi?” 

‘Arenas injected a nationalist note into 
the discussion: 

“We don't need Caucasians to tell us 
what's OK. If its good for you, that’s the 
‘most important stamp of approval. As 
consumers, we have to think carefully 
about the brand.” 

Cabagnot reinforced this stand: “The 
power is with you to buy the product or 
not. Its the same with a movie, you have || 
the power to watch itor not.” 

He added, “If there's something irri 
tating in advertising, don't patronize 
‘Then, he asked the students: "Do you ex- 
ercise your right?” 


pleased at the prince's beaming acceptance of 
his special gift, and of course Orlina was de- 
lighted that his latest work would now be part 
of the collection of yet another international 
vie 

Exhibits 

This has been a good year for the ace Fil- 
ipino glass sculptor, whose unique, works 
have been acclaimed both here and abroad. 
He has mounted exhibits in various coun- 
tries, is busy with commissioned works, has 
represented the Philippines in international 
arts fora, and has devoted his time and ener- 
gy to a number of artistic causes and reli- 
gious activities. 

In 2005, Orlina embarks on a new artistic 
activity, as executive producer of Ryan 
Cayabyab's new religious musical, “Mapag- 
palang Kamay ng Birhen ng Caysasay,” at 
the CCP Little Theater. From sculpture to 
theater may seem like a huge leap, but trust 


b 


Ramon Orlina to manage it with zest and НЕН The Duke of York Prince Andrew (second from left) views glass sculpture with Orlina, Lay Ann Она, 
aplomb! Wellington Soong and Maureen Soong. 
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By Jocelyn Valle 


ATRICK Garcia, who 
P started his career in 

show business as a com- 
mercial model and as main- 
stay in the youth-oriented 
show, “Ang TV” at age eight, 
doesn't want to rely on his 
boyish good looks. He wants 
to build a good reputation. 


Public apology 

That's why he has accepted the pub- 
lic apology issued by policemen who ac- 
cused him of possessing illegal drugs. 
“This will clear my name," he declares. 

The 23-year-old actor enjoys simple 
things like playing computer games in 
the condo unit in Ortigas that he shares 
with his mother and ings. He also 
has condo units in Baguio and in Que- 
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Patrick Garcia wants to be kno} 


zon City, which he rents out. 

Patrik keeps his private Ме private. The 
only time his love Ше was talked about was 
when he was linked to Sandara Park when 
he was stillin a relationship with commercial 
model Bianca King. 

It started when Sandara was still a 
contestant on “Star Circle Quest," and 
she admitted that she had a crush on 
the matinee idol. He even joined a race- 
to-Sandara's-heart type of episode for 
the defunct "Victim Undercover” in Ko- 
sea, and played the third party in the 
then budding love team of Sandara and 
"SCQ" winner Hero Angeles. 

“After that, | didn't want to be associ- 
ated with Sandara anymore because I 
didn’t want to be accused of riding on 
her popularity" he avers. 


Entry 

As for Bianca, Patrick shares that she's 
been out of his life for the last five 
months. He makes it dear that her entry 


into show business wasn't a factor in their 
split-up. “Tm happy for her," he says of his 
ex, who plays Aviona in “Mulawin,” 

Patrick would rather be known for 
his performances. For instance, he had 
strong roles as a child actor in movies 
like "Separada," “Madrasta” and 
“Batang PX," and as a teenager in the 
series, "Tabing Ilog.” 

He was last scen as bad boy Tyrone 
оп the defunct afternoon soap, "Man- 
garap Ka,” with Piolo Pascual and An- 
gelica Panganiban. 


Goodson 

He graces the big screen once again 
in "Mano Po 3: My Love,” where he 
plays Stephen Yang, the good son of 
central characters Lilia (Vilma Santos) 
and Paul (Jay Manalo) 

Patrick has worked with Christopher 
in 2000s "Sugatang Puso," but this is 
his first time to act with Vilma. "It was 
great to work with her," he gushes. “She 


was very supportive, absolutely no pri- 
ma donna airs on the set. In between 


GARCIA. Strong 
roletasa child actor. 


takes, she'd make an effort to make us 
feel at ease with her.” 
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Rated the Best Cinema in the Philippines? 


“The strictest of cinema tests show: the Shang Cineplex is by Par the Best Cinema in the 


Philippines, Excellent acoustics and the latest Dolby Di 


зо селу, so crisp, + totally envelops your senses. 


tented Best Cremas in the Philgpives based on етей dasiga mud recent bests conducted after its completion by Dard Quintet, 
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Matt LeBlanc, Halle Berry share their favorite Yuletide memories 


FROM Anjanette Tiongson: granny would start cooking “all the album, “One Wish—The Holiday 
“Please feature some Christmas SHOW BIZ same food that she's cooked every А Album,” daughter Bobbi Kristina 
stories involving my favorite day for the past 10 years you've sang a duet with her. Like mother, 
stars, Matt LeBlanc, Oprah Win- Q & A been alive!” Her grandmother like daughter! 
frey and other celebrities,” must have realy liked her, huh? " d H 
Oprah Winfreys favorite Moving experience 
Anjanette, your favoritecelebri- Rito P Asilo Christmas moment has a story- Michael Crawford (“Phantom of 
ty Matt LeBlanc ("Friends," book setting. She relates: “In the Opera”) recalls that his most 
Joey"), admits that, even as a mom whom she found “naughty” 1990, construction of my farm- ' moving Yuletide experience was 
child, he was, well, naughty but one Christmas Eve. She laughing- house was just completed. We when he was invited to sing on 
mice. He reveals: "When I was a ly remembers how aghast she was decorated it with real evergreen E f- 4 Christmas Eve on a hill outside 
kid, I used to open my gifts in se. as a little girl when she saw her garlands and holly boughs. Bethlchem—the very place where 
cret before Christmas day: mother eating the cookiesshepre- ^ "My favorite corner was the Jesus was born! He flew to Israel 
pared for Santa Claus. winding staircase, because it was three days before Christmas. 
New toy She recalls: “It was one of the woven with Christmas greenery f Crawford remembers: “1 sat alone 
“would pel of the tape very most hoi days of my young from top to bottom—the whole for three hous inside a church in Geth- 
carefully, and marvel at my new life! To this day, that memory still setting looked perfect: A sno: = semane, and 1 felt a wonderful, over- 
toy. Pd take it out of the box, put it cracks me up.” Christmas Eve with family and BERRY:Hermotheratethe а. ec praeerat Powering srngh an overwhelming 
together play with it, carefully dis- Jennifer Lopez's Christmas holi- loved ones! Even the dogs were о aabang reis е sense of meaning in that room! 
assemble, re-wrap, then put it back days may not have been as eventful decked out in red bows, while we Brown. She would tell her friends than what she bargained for! “On Christmas Eve, as rain was 
under the Christmas tree—and my as a child, but they were neverthe- opened gifts by the fireside, and that all she wanted for the holi- These days, Whitneys rude pouring down, I sang before an in- 
mother never knew!” less memorable, because they drankhotcider.” days was a relationship with a marital awakening has been re- terdenominational audience of 
Never? He answers sheepishly: made her wish for some- strong, black gentleman who was placed bya sweeter, more welcome 800 people. In the middle of the 
"Well, 1 somehow found the thing—anything!—new every year. Sense of humor humble, sensitive, compassion- memory: carol, I turned around momentari- 
courage to ‘confess’ to her three” Shedgotohergrandma'shouse Ол the other hand, Whitney ate, and someone with a sense of _ When the talented but troubled ly and glanced at the place where 
Christmases ago.” where, upon arrival at three should remember the Christmas humor. ‘After she married Brown, diva recorded the track, “The Little Jesus had been born—I couldn't 
In Halle Berry's case, it washer o'clock in the aftemoon, her before she met husband Bobby she realized that she got more Drummer Boy” for her Christmas stop my eyes from welling up!” 


Gen Rosso gives musical expression to Focolare Movement's loving spirit 


By Nestor U. Torre ту, and Filipinos like Dennis Ng 
and Rommel Bartolo. 
OUR recent trip to Italy intro- x 
duced us to the Focolare Move- Overnight success 
ments signature performing Incidentally, Rommel and 
troupe, Gen Rosso. The religious Bong Pesito are credited with the 
singing and dancing group is show's choreography, and Pesito 
unique because it's popular not also worked on the musical ar- 
only in religious circles, but also rangements. 
with pop entertainment audi- Talking to members of the 
ences. group at Lopiano, we learned 
When we visited the Move- that Gen Rosso wasn't ап 
ment’s central “city” of Lopiano, overnight success. In fact, it's 
were fortunate to be able to been around since the "60s (with 
visit Gen Rosso's studios, where different members, of course). SIGNATURE performing group cor 
we interacted with some of its The "60s saw the rise of the musicality and great enthusiasm. 
members, one of them Filipino. , “New Generation" that found it... musicians and technicians. in the format that would later be- 
We were struck by the members self caught in a maelstrom of Сеп Rosso's popularity grewin соте a show biz phenomenon. 
combination of youth, spirituality, protest and revolution. That's how. the 70s and '80s. It went through (Interested in Focolare? Call714- MULTI-RACIAL popular band may visit the Philippines next year with 


musicality and great enthusiasm беп Rosso got its name—from а йс rock opera phase, рі 2951) ieiunii n “chee tape sae cec an 
т AN paang з (Tobe concluded) their touring show, "Streetlig 


tld tha reheaning and perom- played by a new generation. 
ing with, Gen Rosso were really The members of the first group : z T 
tough, but the members we tained began touring aly ina Vol kewe LG Wireless Home 
to didn't seem to mind at all. gen van packed with their instru- { 
йе ments. They were heartened by А 

piritual message the great reception they got ev- F7 : i i i - ot 

n fact, they seemed to think, erywhere, and this made them re- with Widescreen Review [7777 407 
speak, breathe and live Gen alize that they could become а жес 
Rosso, grateful for the groups potent evangelizing force that 2 E à k 
popularity, which assured theex- would help spread the Focolare i highlight when Widescreen Review Magazine 
tensive dissemination of the Movements spirit of love and al- 
Movement's spiritual message. _truistic service worldwide. 

The good news is that Gen E 
Ross0’s latest production, “Street- Main goal d Review®" is intended for both the casual 
light,” may be performed in di- Тһе Gen Rosso members Left Wes Right front 
ferent parts of the Philippines agree: "The group has become speakers S 
pacc o tb day unis to foes Î enthusiast. Both the print edition and 

So local audiences will be able Тате founder, Chiara Lubich. Her here. Î interactive webzine edition of the magazine here. 
to thrill to the depth and dy. ideas have deeply influenced Gen 
namism of this multi-racial Rosso's main goal: To contribute 
group, and enjoy the ensemble to a more livable and united [^ appreciation for widescreen motion pictures 
performances of Paul Kisyaba, world through performing.” i presented on home formats like DVD in their 
Tomeki Mikusinski, Adelson Reis This certainly comes through 
De Olivera, Marcos Beltramin, in the group's song lyrics. In addi- P 
Charles Okereki, Ciro Ercolanese, tion, the movements concepts d for theatrical exhibition. The reviews of 
Mathias — Awunang, Jerry come alive in the everyday lives 1 
Boudreau, Juan Martin Echever- of the troupe's singers, dancers, 
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tried hard to be different from Independent producers, E Ax Д { unique multifunctional home entertainment 
the more mediocre products of justice bill. Я ч ў 
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“ОТ, Gus mk r ыа Tive speakers and a subwoofer to provide an 
Latest documentary documentaries: One on the || 2 Î unparalleled 5.1 channel surround sound. 
Recently, Disi Carolino pre- Dulangan Manobo tribes 
miered her latest documentary, struggle for-land in Kulawan Е 
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Institute screenings. tures@yahoo.com for “Bunso” too many signal interference or noise. 
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streak as of the world’s ms.” ш ^ * 
best. م‎ filmmakers, Digital feature | Stylish and. sleek, the LG Wireless Home 
She has been receiving invita- More heartening develop- ark СА ema's speakers deliver crisp and 
tions from all over to screen ments: Cannes winner Ray- 
her latest film about children mond Red is preparing his digi- f banus 
in prison, Her goal is for Presi- tal feature, "Kamera Obskura.” 2 10 meters apart using a similar technology 
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Matt LeBlanc, Halle Berry share their favorite Yuletide memories 


FROM Anjanette Tiongson: granny would start cooking “all the н album, «Опе Wish—The Holiday 
“Please feature some Christmas SHOW BIZ same food that she's cooked every Album," daughter Bobbi Kristina 
stories involving my favorite day for the past 10 years you've sang a duet with her. Like mother, 
stars, MattLeBlanc, Oprah Win- Q & А been alivel” Her grandmother like daughter! 
frey and other celebrities.” must have really liked her huh? 3 " 
Oprah Winfrey's favorite Moving experience 
Anjanette, your favorite celebri- Rito P Asilo Christmas moment has a story- Michael Crawford (“Phantom of 
ty Man LeBlanc ('Friends," book setting. She relates: “in MEE the Opera”) recalls that his most 
Чогу”), admits that, even as а mom whom she found "naughty" 1990, construction of my farm- 4 Ы moving Yuletide experience was 
child, he was, well, naughty but one Christmas Eve. She laughing- house was just completed. We when he was invited to sing on 
nice. He reveals: "When I was a ly remembers how aghast she was decorated it with real evergreen à $ Christmas Eve on a hill ouside 
kid, 1 used to open my gifts in se- as a little girl when she saw her gar lands and holly boughs. Á d Bethlehem—the very place where 
cret before Christmas day: mother eating thecookiesshepre- “Му favorite corner was the ч * Jesus was born! Не flew to Israel 
pared for Santa Claus. winding staircase, because it was three days before Christmas. 
New toy She recalls: “It was one of the woven with Christmas greenery у Crawford remembers: "T sat alone 
"p would peel off the tape very most horrific days of my young from top to bottom—the whole 5a for three hours inside a church in Geth- 
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under the Christmas tree and my asa child, but they were neverthe- opened gifts by the fireside, and that all she wanted for the holi- These days, Whimeys rude pouring down, 1 sang before an in- 
mother never knew!” less memorable, because they drank hot cider.” days was a relationship with a marital awakening has been re- terdenominational audience of 
Never? He answers sheepishly: made her wish for some- strong, black gentleman who was placed by a sweeter, more welcome 800 people. In the middle of the 
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Cancer survivors celebrate life, Dec. 19 


TANGER survivors will celebrate the staging of a musical play 
life with a fund-raising walk and “Christmas in Winter Fairyland,” 
concert for indigent cancer pa- on Dec. 18, 19 and 28. The play 
"tens, Sunday, Dec, 19, 3 p.m. features well-loved fairytale char- 
ionwards. acters, carols and ballet dancers. 
The two-pronged affair under From Dec. 25 to 30, get a 
“the umbrella of "A Celebration of chance to Meet and Greet Santa 
;Life; will consist of “A Walk for Claus, Sit on his lap, tell him your 
Lie! by renowned musician and Christmas wish, and pose for a 
cancer survivor Toti Fuentes and souvenir photo. 
his son Damien at 3 p.m. from And, on Dec. 27 and 28, enjoy 
Sanctu- — an-entertaining performance by 
aro de children and teens dancing in the 
MONTAGE San Anto- Renee Grace Rose Villa Christmas 
"^. — nio {п Ballet shows. Call 636-2911, 
Forbes Park to Oakwood Park, , I 
Glorietta 4, where they will be Revenge of the Sith 
joined by other cancer survivors trailer 
and supporters at 4 pm. From Тһе trailer of “Star Wars 
EM =- Pil новы towards Episode Ш: Revenge of the Sith” 
he Greenbelt 3 chapel, is being shown at theaters screen- FUENTES, Fund-raiser for sorro. i 
Part Two is a concert, "A Song ing “The Polar Express.” The film indigent patients. акышын ат 
for Life,” at 7:30 p.m., Merk's Bar, opens in moviehouses in May 
3rd level Greenbelt 3 with Totiat next year. to (as Benok) embark on differ- at 10 p.m. 
the keyboard. All performing ^ Reprising their roles in the ent adventures to defend their 
artists who want to help raise “prequel-sequel” are Hayden family from the evils of the un- Movies on TV 
funds are welcome to join. Christensen, Natalie Portman, derworld. They do this with the On HBO, Dec. 18 at 7:30am., FAIRY TALE characters come to life in “Disney On Ice” at Araneta 
,, Toti is a cancer survivor cele. Ewan McGregor, Christopher Lee help of his wife Faye (Kristine “Hysterical Blindness.” 10:45 Coliseum. 
rating his first anniversary оЁ and Samuel L. Jackson. Hermosa), his daughter (Aiza a.m. “Soapdish.” 7 pm., “The 
surviving a rare form of cancer, — жг Seguerra) а talking horse Bourne Identity" Dec. 19 8:05 7:30pm, American Crime” with Arielle and Prince Eric in 
after being given three months to "Enteng Kabisote” (Michael V) and his meddlesome a.m., “The Mirror Has Two Faces.” «pu, 5 “The Little Mermaid." Escape on 
live exactly a year ago. Vic Sotto is hoping that his lat- mother-in-law (G. Toengi). 1:45 p.m., "Minority Report." 5:45 "Princess Classics" a magic carpet ride with Jasmine 
Joining Toti is Che Serrano, est Metro filmfest entry, “Enteng „ J p.m., “Frances.” Dec. 20 at 2:30 _ Have a royal Christmas with and “Aladdin.” Enter the enchant- 
writer and PR practitioner cur- Kabisote: Okay Ka, Fairy Ko, The "Pop Pasko’ p.m., “Seeing Double.” Dec. 21 at Disney's Seven Princesses in this ed forest with "Snow White and 
rently battling ovarian cancer at Legend,” willbe thetop grosserin At the Eastwood City Central 6:30 p.m., “Anger Management.” year's presentation of Disney Оп the Seven Dwarfs.” Journey to 
stage 3A. She says that аз а can- the 2004 festival, just like “Okay Plaza tonight, the “Pop Pasko” Dec. 22 at 7:15 p.m., "The Quick Ice at the Araneta Coliseum start- ancient China with Mushu to help 
cer victim, one has to continuous- Ка, Fairy Ko” was in 1990, and its concert features Ogie Alcasid, Ky- and the Dead.” 9 pm, “Austin ingDec.25. brave "Mulan" fulfill her destiny. 
ly pray and strengthen his faith as sequel in 1991. la, Luke Mejares and Regine Ve- Powers in Goldmember" Forits 23rd production, Disney Make magic with Flora to help 
the disease not only ravages the in addition, Мез other starrers, lasquez. ‘On Cinemax, Dec. 18 at 10:40 On Ice has created its largest, save “Sleeping Beauty." Rejoice as 
body but the mind and soul as “Lastikman” and “Fantastic Man,’ On Dec. 25, theperformersare p.m., "The Sum of All Fears.” Dec. most intricate setting—a three- Belle's love turns The Beast into a 
‘well. Call 0917 705-2250 or 0927 һауе also been MMFF top grossers. the UP Concert Chorus, Monser- 19 at 7:30a.m., “Nuts” Dec. 20.at Story, breathtaking castle that fine-looking prince in “Beauty 
353-0157. desear Tat ая Bukas Palad Singing 9:30a.m., “Cool HandLuke”1:15 twists, turns and transforms to and The Beast.” And go back to 
5 tion of action, comedy and adven- Ambassadors and Joan Cano. pm. “Mind Games.” 5:45 pum, bring seven royal Disney fairy the 18th century to witness how a 
Christmas at Dreamscape ture can't be beat. In addition, Eastwood City "qo Sis With Love" Dec 21 at 3 tales to life in “Disney On icepre- handsome prince fell in love with 
Dreamscape at Robinsons Gal- [n “Enteng Kabisote,” Vic (es stages a fireworks spectacular ev- pm, “The Assignment.” Dec. 22 sents Princess Classics.” the beautiful "Cinderella." Call 
leria's fourth level is the venue for Enteng) and his son Oyo Boy Sot- ery Friday, Saturday and Sunday at 7:45 a.m., “Black Hawk Down.” Dive into an undersea party 911-5555. 


Energy and technological chutzpah in ‘Monster Garage’ 


By Noelani Torre stick around when its lookat- hicles, had us riveted. It was that hotdog cart into a dragster that 
the-greasy-innards time, but this particular episode's out of the or- could accelerate over 130 mph— 

‘THE Discovery Channel has a lot was exactly what we found our- dinary premise that first grabbed and all in the space of seven days 

of interesting shows in its lineup, selves doing recently. our attention. and seven nights, with only a 

but we have to admit that we shy “Monster Garage,” an hour- Jesse James, the show's main $3,000 budget! 

away from the carsand-what's- long program about cutting up man, and eight other specialists _ That wasn't all, however: They 

inen kind. We don't generally cars and other kinds of motor ve- proposed to turn a New York City also had to ensure that the hot- 


transmitter with 1,6000 times/sec frequcitly ` 
hopping, the system eliminates messy and 
dangling wires in home theaters set ups to fit 
any location, allowing users to create the 
ultimate cinema experience right at their very 
iving rooms. 
ы DISCOVERY Channel's motor show doesn't overwhelm viewers with 
technical jargon. 
The Wireless Home Cinema Systems 
compatible to all known kinds of CD format " dog cart would keep its “integri- clearly as they went along, and 
vx a 5 Right rear Sy" This meant that it had to be didn't overwhelm us ignoramus- 
Di айыны pes иы АЕ Ы able to win on the racetrack and ез with too much technical jar- 
digital audio, Kodak picture, CD speakers serve wieners, as well. gon. The shows pacing was snap- 
rdablefrewritablo, DVD-RW/+RW. VCD, н ру. and it didn't hurt that most of 
d gue CM ENS CO here. Sacrilege the guys were all tattooed up and 
зари . Windows Media Audio and in a nutshell, what they did looked like Hell's Angels. 
equipped with progressive scan and digital i was cut the cart in half, retaining They so looked like society's 
Tuning the dispensers and its unmistak- stereotypical image of rebellion 
able umbrella for the body. The that it was disconcerting to hear 
frame came from a classic '66 them seriously — discussing 
These wireless breakthroughs from LG Woody Gilmore front-engine camshafts, allowances for tire ex- 
EC ES E eae = slingshot dragster graciously do- pansion, and so on. 
IBSEN el моло ба nated by Jesse, the cutting up of There were touches of reality TV 
LH-W5100A and DA-W6100A. which elicited moans of “commit- drama here and there—team 
ting a sacrilege” from one team members disagreeing over what to 
UE member. do, shots of somebody throwing a 
LG Electronics Philippines (CEO Mr. Jeff The guys were intent on their car part in frustration — but they 
Hong) was established in 1988 as the digital Î work, but they explained things ENERGY/AS3 


leader in Home Appliances and Display = = 
Devices by introducing breakthrough and di 7) k р 
ЕВЕ Indie filmmaking 
Information and Communications products š £223. 

arca wih anual sles of P2 Bian and 29 15 In^. ceni 
employing more than 200 highly motivated 


ў 
i 


E funding from independent pro- Не is currently filming "Boso, 
and skilled individuals. F ducer Roger Garcia ("The Big a digital feature for Viva Films. 3| 
Hit’) based in San Francisco, _ This coming year, we look `| 
х А : USA He hopes to begin filming forward to more digital features } 
As a major player in the Electronics, early next year. from deserving and talented :| 
Information and Communications products { [Raymond was invited as ju flmmaters, Cinemalaya, and 
ites Е RR E тог at the Tokyo Short Shorts Cinema One Originals will give 
Mea Ligaen яе : Asian Film Festival last month us a total of 18 full-length digi- 1 
Multimedia provides core technologies for | and met contacts there for pos- tal films in the first quarter of A 
highly advanced digital products and is a Sible fundingin the future. 2005. This would create a $ 
14 leader in Digital Display prodi His shore, "Anino" had a stronger wave of discoveries | 
sorti Инн ix оша ерау ee good year in terms of distribu- and new ways of storytelling. 
including plasma TVs. LCD TVs and Bf, ton through AN" Moi icon 
cand digital kihi [ Films/AtomShockwave.com, icot 1 3 
monitors, and digital high-de а which has been able tosellitto — Ifa movieiconlike Eddie Gar- j 
Televisions (HDTV) and its Digital ; diverse areas of media distri. cia can commit himself to Cine. 
Appliances is a global leader and leading bution — cable TV, satellite TV par pa zu Bed #7,” 
innovator i g Maci ig Internet streaming and soon, there is hope for Philippine cine- 
innovator in Washing Machines, Refrigerators, | Lum d оо та 
Microwave Ovens and Air conditioners. | | | Raymond is digitally remas- this path and see the importance 
1 tering a special video edition of of making independent films, 
“Bayani,” which is celebrating Enriching your soul by doing 
its 12th anniversary. films that you believe in no 
intelligent networking of digital products that matter what happens is worth 
will make consumers’ lives easier than ever. Я | Pioneer : all the struggles undergone by 
: у мл | ` His older brother, Jon, isone every independent filmmaker. 
Far more information please log onto SEG } of the pioneers of digital т. ^ The greater the challenges, the 
www.Ige.com.ph or call the LG Customer Ў 3 making. He won the Silver DV sweeter the Vin for erey ve 
mation Center at 640252 A (Digital Video) Award at the artist pursuing hls craft. In our 
каин Сй и ICM d 7 28th Hong Kong International history, movies produced indepen- 
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ancer survivors celebrate life, Dec. 19 
p 


CANCER survivors will celebrate the staging of a musical play, 
fe with a fund-raising walk and “Christmas in Winter Fairyland,” Д 
concert for indigent cancer pa- оп Dec. 18, 19 and 28. The play LBS * ^ 
tients, Sunday, Dec. 19, 3 p.m. features well-loved fairytale char- 
onwards. acters, carols and ballet dancers. 
‘The two-pronged affair under From Dec. 25 to 30, gel a 
the umbrella of "A Celebration of chance to Meet and Greet Santa 
Life,” will consist of “A Walk for Claus. Siton his lap, tell him your 
Life" by renowned musician and Christmas wish, and pose for a 
“cancer survivor Toti Fuentes and souvenir photo. 
his son Damien at 3 p.m. from And, on Dec, 27 and 28, enjoy 
Sanc an entertaining performance by 
aro йе children and teens dancing in the 
MONTAGE San Ano. Rence Grace Rose Villa Christmas 
mio in Ballet shows. Call 636-2911. 
Forbes Park to Oakwood Park, E 
Glorietta 4, where they will be "Revenge of the Sith’ 
joined by other cancer survivors trailer 
and supporters at 4 p.m. From The trailer of "Star Wars 
pera aar proce towards Episode Ш: Revenge of the Sith" 
he Greenbelt 3 chapel. is being shown at theaters screen- FUENTES, Fund-raiser for SOTTO. Co-starsin MI 
Part Two is a concert, “A Song ing "The Polar Express.” The film indigent patients. аита 
for Life,” at 7:30 p.m.,Merk’s Bat, opens in movichouses in May 
3rd level Greenbelt 3 with Той at nest year to (as Benok) embark on differ- at 10 p.m. 
the keyboard. All performing  Reprising their roles in the ent adventures to defend their 
artists who want to help raise “prequel-sequel” are Hayden family from the evils of the un- Movies on TV 
funds are welcome to join. Christensen. Natalie Portman, derworld. They do this with the Оп HBO, Dec. 18 at 7:30 a.m, FAIRY TALE characters come to life in "Disney On Ice" at Araneta 
, Той is a cancer survivor cele- Ewan McGregor, Christopher Lee help of his wife Paye (Kristine “Hysterical Blindness.” 10: 4s Coliseum. 
rating his first anniversary of and Samuel L. Jackson. Hermosa), his daughter (Aiza a.m, “Soapdish.” 7 pm, “1 
surviving а rare form of cancer , E Seguerra), a talking horse Bourne Identity” Dec. 19 8:05 7:30 p.m., "American Crime,” Arielle and Prince Eric in 
after being given three monthsto "Enteng Kabisote' (Michael V) and his meddlesome a.m., "The Mirror Has Two Faces.” үр, 1 "The Little Mermaid.” Escape on 
live exactly a year ago. Vic Sotto is hoping that his lat- r-in-law (G. Toengi). 1:45pm., "Minority Report" 5:45. ‘Princess Classics" a magie carpet ride with Jasmine 
Joining Toti is Che Serrano, est Metro filmfest entry, "Enteng , i po. “Frances” Dec. 20 at 2:30 Наме a royal Christmas with and Aladdin.” Enter the enchant- 
writer and PR practitioner cur- Kabisote: Okay Ka, Fairy Ko, The 'Pop Pasko’ pam. "Seeing Double" Dec. 21 at Disney's Seven Princesses in this ed forest with "Snow White and 
rently battling ovarian cancer at Legend,” will be the top grosser in At the Eastwood City Central 6:30 pm. "Anger Management.” year's presentation of Disney Оп the Seven Dwarfs.” Journey to 
stage ЗА. She says that as а сіп- ie 2004 festival, just like "Okay Plaza tonight, the "Pop Pasko” Dec, 22 at 7:15 pm, "The Quick Tee at the Araneta Coliseum start- ancient China with Mushu to help 
cer victim, one has to continuous- Ka, Fairy Ko" was in 1990, and its concert features Ogie Alcasid, Ky- and the Dead.” 9 pm, ‘Austin ing Dec. 25. brave “Mulan” fulfill her destiny. 
ly pray and strengthen his faithas sequel in 1991. la, Luke Mejares and Regine Ve- Powers in Goldmember. For its 23rd production, Disney Make magic with Flora to help 
the disease not only ravages the in addition, Vies otherstarrers, lasquez. On Cinemax, Dec. 18 at 10:40 On lee has created its largest, save “Sleeping Beauty.” Rejoice as 
body, but the mind and soul as “Lastikman” and “Fantastic Man,’ Оп Dec. 25, the performers are pum, “The Sum of All Fears." Dec, most intricate setting—a three- Belle's love turns The Beast into a 
well. Call 0917 705-2250 or 0927 have also been MMFF top grossers. the UP Concert Chorus, Monser- 19 at 7:30 a.m., "Nuts." Dec, 20а: М0), breathtaking castle that fine-looking prince in "Beauty 
353-0157. wr саа rat Singers, Dia Palad Singing 9:30a.m., "Cool Hand Luke? 1:15 twists, turns and transforms to and The Beast.” And go back to 
3 tion of action, comedy and adven- Ambassadors and Joan Cano. m. “Mind Games." 5:45 pam, bring seven royal Disney fairy the 18th century to witness how a 
Christmas at Dreamscape re cant be beat. Tn addition, Eastwood City "e Sir Wih Love" Dec 21 at 9 tales to life in "Disney On lee pre- a prine [e in ere wich 
Dreamscape at Robinsons Gal- — Im "Enteng Kabisote,” Vic (as stages a fireworks spectacular ev- p.m., "The Assignment.” Dec. 22 Sents Princess Classics.” the beautiful "Cinderella." Call 
leria's fourth level is the venue for Enteng) and his son Oyo Boy Sot- егу Friday, Saturday and Sunday at 7:45 a.m., “Black Hawk Down.” Dive into an undersea party 911-5555. 


Energy and technological chutzpah in ‘Monster Garage’ 


By Noelani Torre stick around when it's look-at- hicles, had us riveted. tt was that hotdog cart into a dragster that 
the-greasy-innards time, but this particular episode's out of the or- could accelerate over 130 mph — 

‘THE Discovery Channel has alot was exactly what we found our- dinary premise that first grabbed and all in the space of seven days 

of interesting shows in its lineup, selves doing recently. our attention. and seven nights, with only a 

but we have to admit that we shy “Monster Garage,” an hour. — Jesse James, the show's main $3,000 budget 

away from the cars-and-what’s- long program about cutting up man, and eight other specialists _ That wasnt all, however: They 

in'em kind. We don't generally cars and other kinds of motor ve- proposed to turn a New York City also had to ensure that the hot- 


The 


transmitter with 1,6000 (imes/sec frequently 
hopping. the system eliminates messy and 
dangling wires in home theaters set ups to fit 
any location, allowing users to create the 
Ultimate cinema experience right at their very 
living rooms. it 
E DISCOVERY Channel's motor show doesn't overwhelm viewers with 
technical jargon, 
e Cinema Systems 
kaawa Kuk of CO Гой dog cart would keep its “integri- clearly as they went along, and 
mS KEEN Right rear ty” This meant that it had го be didn’t overwhelm us ignoramus- 
j| > DVD video/audio, jpeg viewer, mp3, CD 8 4| able to win on the racetrack and es with too much technical jar- 
speakers digital audio, Kodak picture, CD speakers ‘serve wieners, as well. ‘on. The show's pacing was snap- 
sand cd hor hat most of 
E recordable/rewritible, DVD-RW/«RW, VCD, i куш ono RUE Ши? тюз 91 
hem Se here. Sacrilege the guys were all tattooed up and 
Super VCD, Windows Меша Audio and in a nutshell, wi id looked like Hell's Angels. 
equipped with progressive scan and digital was cut the cart in half, retaining ‘They so looked like society's 
ies ; the dispensers and its unmistak- stereotypical image of rebellion 
Е able umbrella for the body. The that it was disconcerting to hear 
frame came from a classic 66 them seriously. discussing 
These wireless breakthroughs from LG Woody Gilmore front-engine  camshafis, allowances for tire ex- 
slingshot dragster graciously do- pansion, and soon. 
mated by Jesse, the cutting up of There were touches of reality TV 
141-WS100A and DA-W6100A. which elicited! moans of "commit. drama here and  there—icam 
ting a suerilege” from one team members disagreeing over what to 
member. do, shots of somebody throwing a 
“The guys were intent on their. саг part in frustration — but they 
Hong) was established in 1988 us the digital work, but they explained things ENERGYIAS:3 
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Electronics are available in two models: the 


LG Hlectronies Philippines (C 


Devices by introducing breukthrough and ] 7 p 
E anite BE Indie filmmaking 


Information and Communications products 


e: 


Ж? 
reni with annual sales of P 2.5 Billion and i 15 10... коюлы 
employing more than 200 highly motivated 


funding from independentpro- He is currently filming "Boso," 
ind skilled individuals. ducer Roger Garcia ("The Big а digital feature for Viva Films, 
Hit") based in San Francisco, ‘This coming year, we look 
T 7 j| | USA. Hehopes to begin filming forward to more digital features 
As a major player in the Electronics. i ый | carly nextyear from deserving and talented 
Information and Communications products” р Raymond was invited as ju- filmmakers, Cinemalaya and 
arena, The LG Digital Dis ror at the Tokyo Short Shorts Cinema One Originals will give 
iit NA BAN Asian Film Festival last month usa total of 18 full-length digi- 
Multimedia provides core technologies for y Em: Ў | ind met contacts there for pos. tal films in the first quarter of 
highly advanced digital products and is a if sible funding in the future. 2005. This would create а 
His short, “Anino” had a stronger wave of discoveries 
good year in terms of distribu- and new ways of storytelling, 
including plasma TVs, LCD TVs and 3 tion through. Atom- A 
onitors. M dig gh-delinitio Я Films/AtomShockwave.com, 
mu ae which has been able to sell ito Ia movie con like Eddie Gar- 
Seley Taina CAD EN) SAU g diverse areas of media distri. cla can commit himself to Cine 
Appliances is a global leader and le | | bution — cable TY satellite TV, malaya finalist, "ICU Bed #7," 
1 Internet streaming and soon, there is hope for Philippine cine- 
on DVD. ma, Other actors should follow 
Microwave Ovens and Air condition Raymond is digitally remas- this path and see the importance. 
i tering a special video edition of of making independent films, 
“Bayani,” which is celebrating _ Enriching your soul by doing 
its 12th anniversary, films diac you believe in по 
intelligent networking of digital produets that d 3 a matter what happens is worth 
Pioneer all the struggles undergone by 
His older brother, Jon, is one сусту independent filmmaker: 
f of the pioneers of digital film- ‘The greater the challenges, the 
www.lge.com.ph or call the LG Customer making. He won the Silver DV sweeter the victory for every uue 
(Digital Video) Award at the arist pursuing his caf In our fim 
28th Hong Kong international history movies produced indepen- 
SMS lo LG Text Servier at 0917-8242525 Ж Film Festival for his work, deny are remembered as the best 
(Globe) and 0920-9002525 (Smart). 8| , “ASTIGmatism” early this year, Filipino fims. 
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LG Electronics introduces the new image 
enhancement chip *XD Engine" 


Digital leader LG Electronics rein- 
vents home entertainment with the intro- 
duction of its revolutionary XD™ En- 
gine technology, The XD™ Engine is ће 
future’s revolution in picture quality, a 
unique LG Electronics picture enhance- 
ment technology to create digital reality. 
With the XD™ Engine pictures has a 
more advanced image processing Base 
Coordinator to deliver brighter images, 
displaying pictures that are more accu- 
rate, brighter and no less than perfect. 

The XD™ Engine also enhances the 
Real Cinema feature of the Plasma TV to 
avoid distortion, while Pixel Works trans- 
forms an analog image with low resolu- 
tion into a high resolution HD image. 

‘The Super Detailer that the XD™ En- 
gine supports will detect and realize the 
most proper shade ratio by analyzing the 

age brightness continuously. The opti- 
mized shade ratio enables the distinction 
between the boundaries of images and 
maximizes the brightness, and therefore 
provides a higher detailed and more pre- 
cise image. 

With the XD™ Engine, the Noise 
Buster filters out the "noise" of an image 
with a digital comb filter, while empha- 
sizing only the image signals. It removes 
the image noise completely by analyzing 
the data from both time and space 
changes, preventing the overlapping of 
screens or blurred screens. 

And of course, True Color technology 


is further enhanced with the XD™ En- 
gine to express life-like and natural col- 
ors more vividly, producing images so 
real, you might feel like you're being 
dragged into the screen. 

Experience the XD™ Engine technol- 
ogy with LG's Plasma TV, DLP Projec- 
tion TV's, LCD TV and the high-end 
FLATRON models 

LG Wireless Home Cinema System 

A picture may be worth a thousand 
words, but LG ups the ante by creating 
an audio system that could match visual 
perfection. The LG DVD Home Cinema. 
System is a unique multifunctional home 
entertainment system in one slim and 
easy package, with five speakers and a 
subwoofer to provide an unparalleled 5.1 
channel surround sound. 

Stylish and sleck, the LG Wireless 
Home Cinema's speakers deliver crisp. 
and interference free sound cven when 
placed 10 meters apart. Using a 2.4 GHZ 
digital wireless transmitter with 1,6000 
times/sec frequently hopping, the system 
eliminates messy and dangling wires in 
home theaters set ups to fit any location, 
allowing users to create the ultimate cit 
ema experience right at their very living 
rooms. 

The Wireless Home Cinema System 
has multi-format compatibility “- DVD 
video/audio, jpeg viewer, mp3, CD digi- 
tal audio, Kodak. picture, CD record- 
able/rewritable, DVD-RWARW, Win- 


dows Media Audio and equipped with 
progressive scan and digital tuning. 

These wireless breakthroughs from 
LG Electronics are available in two mod- 
els: the LH-W5100A and DA-W6100A. 

LG Electronics Philippines was est 
lished in 1988 as the digital leader in 
Home Appliances and Display Devices 
by introducing breakthrough and cutting 
edge products in the Electronics, Infor- 
mation and Communications products 
arena with annual sales of P 2.5 Billion 
and employing more than 200 highly 
motivated and skilled individuals. 

As a major player in the Electronics, 
Information and Communications prod- 
ucts arena, The LG Digital Display and 
Multimedia provides core technologies 
for highly advanced digital products and 
isa world leader in Digital Display prod- 
ucts including plasma TVs, LCD TVs 
and monitors, and digital high-definition 
Televisions (HDTV) and its Digital Ap- 
pliances is a global leader and leading in- 
novator in Washing Machines, Refriger- 
ators, Microwave Ovens and Air condi- 
tioners. 

LG Electronics" Goal is to enable the 
intelligent networking of digital prod- 
ucts that will make consumers" lives eas- 
ier than ever. For more information 
please log on to wwwlge.com.ph or call 
the LG Customer Information Center at 
640-2525, Text Service: 0917-824-2525, 


0920-900-2525 pix 
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The LG Wireless Home Cinema System. 
Bobby the most олак wireless 


technology in its class 


for superior sound quality with ro wires. 
So wherever yo put бет б no problem. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2004 


A5. 
Beyoncé game for Bollywood 


BOMBAY—Beyoncé Knowles is 
ready to shake a leg in Bollywood 
films, or even do an “item number,” 
the current sensual song and dance 
rage in the Hindi formulaic film in- 
dustry, a report said recently. 

The regrouped member of hit 
band, Destiny's Child, Beyoncé 
said she was a fan of Bollywood 
movies and would consider doing 
an Indian film, 

“Why not? Indian films are so 
colorful,” the pop star said in an 
interview with the Times of India. 

“It can be fun to do a film like 
that atleast once. Given a chance, 
I would love to do an Indian 
film,” she said. 


Indian hits 

The multiple Grammy winner 
for her 2003 solo debut, "Danger- 
ously in Love,” said she had seen 
some Indian hits such as "Kabhi 
Khushi Kabhi Ghum” (Sometimes 
Joy, Sometimes Sorrow) starring 
legendary actor Amitabh 
Bachchan and superstar 
Shahrukh Khan, the Oscar-nomi- 
nated film, “Lagaan” (Tax), and 
“Devdas” (Pining Lover). 


KNOWLES. Ready to sing and 
dance in Hindi films, 


“1 loved ‘Devdas.’ The actress 
(Aishwarya Rai) was amazing. 1 
cried toward the end of the film," 
Beyoncé said. 

“Devdas” is a story of an alco- 
holic lover who pines for his child- 
hood love and eventually dies. 

Many Bollywood producers are. 
wooing foreigners and celebrity 
singers to perform the sensual 
“item numbers" in Hindi films, 

Established pop stars who have 
already performed in Bollywood 
films include Tata Young in the 
recent hit, “Dhoom,” and Saman- 
tha Fox. AFP 


More aggressive pranks 
in ‘When Hidden 
Cameras Attack’ 


By Noelani Torre 


GAG, practical joke, and hid- 
den-camera shows have been 
part of our usual TV fare ever 
since cameras got smaller, and 
pranksters discovered . that 
they could get away with-al- 
most anything. The fact that 
they don't show signs of disap- 
pearing also tells us that peo- 
ple have an appetite for this 
sortof thing. 

Television is a highly artifi- 

cializing medium, and the hon- 
est reactions of the poor dupes 
‘on whom the jokes are played 
are refreshing. Remember 
“Candid Camera"? That show 
gave us more than a few good 
laughs when we were growing 
up. 
Nowadays, however, the gag 
show has been undergoing 
modifications. The basic struc- 
ture remains the same — no 
use fixing something if it ain't 
broke, after all — but the jokes 
have become more elaborate 
and just a bit nastier. One of 
these younger, more aggressive 
shows is Fox's "When Hidden 
‘Cameras Attack” 


couple's twin bribes of sex and 
money for the use of their 
shop's merchandise. We felt a 
little sorry for the poor slobs, 
embarrassed to their toes with 
every nuance of their faux pas 
caught on tape. 


Dead grandmother 

In another episode, the gag 
involved a supposedly dead 
grandmother, a harried grand- 
son, and a bewildered limou- 
sine driver finding himself 
strapping a corpse (actually, a 
dummy) on top of his car. 

These guys were really har- 
ried.—but at least they weren't 
made to look stupid! And, we 
have to admit that we couldn't 
help laughing at their corpse- 
handling methods — one even. 
tied Nanna upright, rocking 
chair and all, on the car roof! 

A regular on the show was a 
certain comedian they referred 
to as Doug, who came up with 
various gags of his own. One 
segment had him posing as a 
liver transplant patient making 
the rounds of the bars in his 
hospital gown and attached IV. 

Apparently fresh from the 
operating table, he wanted a 
couple of drinks in order to “try 
ош” his new liver. They hid the 
camera in his glasses, but most 
ofthe bars had murky lighting, 
so the images weren't clear. 


Lawsuits 

It was interesting to see the 
bartenders’ reactions though— 
most of them refused to serve 
him, fearing lawsuits and the 
like. 

If the show were something 
like its abovementioned Cana- 
dian counterpart, they'd have 
brought him to the hospital, or 
called the authorities instead 
of shutting the door and 
threatening him with litigation 
and bodily harm. It must be a 
culture-specificthing. ` 

"When Hidden Cameras At- 
tack" was, according to our 
sources, "shelved because the. 
network (Fox) was suffering a 
backlash following some ex- 
ploitative reality specials.” 


Suspicious 

Claiming to feature “the 
world's nastiest pranks,” its 
still airing in this region's Star 
World, though the show has al- 
ready been shelved. This Cana- 
dian show is no charming hid- 
den-camera program, but a 
grittier, more hard-edged show 
that has to contend with suspi- 
cious, urban Americans. 

The title itself is revealing — 
no cheery Just Kidding!" senti- 
ment here, the emphasis is 
more on the force and violence 
inherent in the word "attack." 

In one episode, for example, 
the gag involved a bed and mat- 
tress shop, actors pretending to 
be a couple bent on having sex 
in public, actors pretending to 
be the outraged public, and of 
course, the victims — in this 
case, the shop's proprietors. 

It doesn’t sound particularly 
nasty at first, but then the vic- 
tims had accepted the pseudo 


Energy and technological 
chutzpah ... «un 


were wisely kept to a minimum. 
Thisis the Discovery Channel, after 
all, not the FOX network. 

"The Monster Garage team 
varies from episode to episode 
and monster to monster, though 
some people make more than one 
appearance. 


Team 

This particular team was com- 
posed of Jesse, a custom-bike de- 
signer; Tom Betar, the senior mas- 
ter tech of a New York Ford deal- 
ership; Steve Bonge, a classic cus- 
tomizer; Mike Desmond, MAD 
Machines’ graphic artist and de- 
signer; Louis Di Raimondo, the 
hotdog cart’s owner; Dan Ferraz- 
zano, a mechanic with his own 
service center; Pete Finlan, Hot 


Dog Designs’ artist, motorcycle 
builder Indian Larry; and street- 
xod fabricator Dave Tucci. 

Ifyou've noticed, all ofthe mem- 
bers are men, We're not sure if 
they've ever had women members 
before, but we do know that 
they've done some episodes with 
an all-female team, Women me- 
chanics are probably not as numer- 
ous oras established as the men. 

‘What makes this show different 
from others of its kind, aside from 
the out of the box thinking when it 
comes to vehicular choices, is the 
energy and sheer techie chutzpab 
that the people in it bring. 

We may not be car lovers, but we 
found ourselves getting infected 
with their enthusiasm for Шей 
work—and their craving for speed! 


^ 
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STOCK MARKET 
Shares close 0.8% lower 
day as investors 


B PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 
took profits after 


a three-day rally, dealers said. 
They said Congress's pas- 
анага знан 


sage of a bill imposing higher 
{See stock market report on Page B2) 


NOVEMBER 


‘SHARE prices ^ 
closed 0.8 per- 
centlower yester- 


taxes on liquor and tobacco 
products is a welcome devel- 
‘opment as this will raise state 
revenues. 

However it remains uncertain whether this measure is enough to 
avoid a looming downgrade of the country's sovereign credit ratings 
because of concerns over the country's huge debt burden. 

"The Philippine Stock Exchange composite index fell 14.49 points to 
1,806.33 after trading between 1,808.04 and 1,822.76. 

Volume turnover totaled 720.5 million shares worth P641.04 mil- 
lion, from 967.95 million shares worth P881.8 million on Thursday. 

The broader all-shares index tel 5:70 points to 1,152.89. 

Losers beat gainers 39 to 28, with 43 stocks unchanged. 

"Profit-taking has set in for some issues, but short-term players are 
taking this opportunity to shift their bets to second-tier stocks,” said 
Lawrence de Leon of Accord Capital Equities. 

Philippine Long Distance Telephone was the most actively traded 
stock, down P30 at P1,305. 

‘SM Prime Holdings was up 20 centavos at P2.60, while Bank of the 
Philippine Islands ended unchanged at P51..50. 

Ayala Corp. was steady at P6.70, while unit Ayala Land fell 20 cen- 
tavos to P7. 

First Philippine Holdings closed 50 centavos down to P30.50. 

San Miguel saw its "А" shares remain unchanged at P57.50, while 
San Miguel "B" shares, available to foreign investors, were untraded, 
remaining at the previous close of P78. AFP 


ies ordered to hike fee 


By Michelle V. Remo P50 billion from administrative 
measures. Other measures in- 
clude the computerization of the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue and 
the Bureau of Customs, and the 
privatization of the assets of cash- 
strapped National Power Corp. 

‘The DOF and the DBM issued 
the circular as head agencies of 
the Presidential Task Force on 
Fees and Charges. The DOF sec- 
retary acts as the chair, while 
the DBM secretary is the co- 
chair. 

‘The Department of Foreign Af- 
fairs (DFA), the Land Registration 
Authority (LRA), the Department 
of Agriculture (DA), the Air 
‘Transportation Office (ATO), and 
the Bureau of Customs are some 
of the government's biggest rev- 
enue earners and are among the 


agencies whose fees and charges 
the DOF and the DBM wanted 
raised. ы 

The ВОС, for example, is ex- 
pected to raise the fees imposed 
on the release of import licenses; 
while the LRA will increase the 
fees for the transfer of land titles: 
"The ATO may soon collect higher 
fees for the parking of airplanes; 
while the DFA may raise the rates 
for passport issuances. 

The DOF and the DBM also 
said the amount of increase in 
fees and charges should cover the 
increase in the cost of their oper- 
ating expenses. 

In 2003, the government gen- 
erated P22.97 billion from fees 
and charges. This year, the gov- 
ernment hopes to collect P23.5 
billion. 


Mining firms set meet to woo investors 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE DEPARTMENTS of finance and budget have directed 
government agencies to start raising fees and charges to 
begin fulfilling the government’s resolve to raise more 
revenue through administrative measures. 


Finance Secretary Juanita Am- 
atong said the two departments 
have issued a joint circular re- 
quiring line agencies and state- 
Owned companies to increase 
their fees and charges in compli- 
ance with recently issued EO 
197. 

The DOF and the DBM said in 
the circular that the increase in 
fees and charges was part of ef- 
forts of the cash-starved govern- 
ment to improve revenue collec- 
tion. 

Amatong failed to give a new 


estimate for the additional rev- 
enue to be generated from the i 
crease in fees and charges pend- 
ing the submission of govern- 
ment agencies and state-owned 
companies of their proposals on 
the amount of adjustments they 
plan to impos 

The DOF earlier estimated that 
raising those fees and charges 
could generate as much as P5.7 

lion a year. 

The additional revenue from 
the increase in fees and charges is 
included in the target of raising 


A LOCAL mining group is gathering global 
industry leaders in a forum in February to 
drum up renewed interest among in- 
vestors 

According to the Chamber of Mines of the 
Philippines, investor interest in the sector 

vas rekindled when the Supreme Coui 
sued a decision last Dec. 1 that again al- 
lowed foreign firms to extract minerals in 
the country. 

CMP president Benjamin Philip G. Ro- 
mualdez yesterday told the INQumem that 
about 50 companies involved in mining were 
sent invitations last Wednesday and that a 
number of them replied that their officials 
would attend 

“The forum is by invitation only and we fo- 
cused on foreign firms, investment houses 
and other entities whose decisions could 
prompt the inflow of investments to the coun- 

* Romualdez said. 

He said the CMP chose the invitees for their 
ability to finance, develop and manage min- 
ing concerns, their willingness to invest, and 

MINING/B2 


The true spirit of giving is when 
you expect nothing in return. 


Thank you for choosing the Lynx. Thank you for choosing the Escape. Allow us to show our appreciation by giving you the chance to get your payment back. 
If you buy any of these vehicles before December 30, you'll be given raffle tickets that could win you back your vehicle's full purchase price! 
There will be one winner each from among the Escape buyers and the Lynx buyers. The more generous you are with your choice of vehicle, 
the more tickets you receive, the more chances of getting back the blessings! 
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[Ba Ca 
RP debt stock hit $55.6B in Sept. 


By Doris С, Dumlao 


the Japanese yen against the US dollar. 

‘The second biggest chunk of outstanding 
debt, or 27.3 percent, is denominated in 
Japanese yen, which means that a decline in 
its value will bring down the level of foreign 
debt in dollar terms, 

On the other hand, about 52.9 percent is 
denominated in US dollars. 


Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas reported, 

‘The foreign debt level was also 0.98 per- 
cent lower than the $56.2 billion in Septem- 
ber last year, said the BSR which partly at- 
tributed the decline to the drop in the value of 


‘THE PHILIPPINES’ total foreign debt dropped 
1.28 percent to $55.6 billion as of end-Septem- 
ber, from $56.3 billion level as of end-June, the 

The BSP said that the public sector ac- 


RELEASE YOUR Jabra counted for about two-thirds of the total debt 


+ z stock or $37.3 billion, most of which are owed 
"s zy by the national government and the state-run 
National Power Corp. 

Private sector debt, on the other hand, 
amounted to 518.3 billion, of which 25 per- 
cent was owed by the banks. 

“The debt stock remains heavily biased to- 
wards medium to long-term (MLT) accounts 
which accounted for nearly 90 percent of to- 
tal,” BSP Governor Rafael Buenaventura said. 

‘These MLT accounts, which had maturities 
of more than one year, had a weighted aver- 
age maturity of 17.1 years. 

Public sector loans had a longer average 
maturity of 19.3 years, compared to private 
sector accounts which carried an average 
term of 11.2 years 

BSP governor Rafael Buenaventura said 
the country’s creditor-profile remained well- 
diversified, with official creditors comprising 
43.3 percent; foreign holders of bonds and 
notes, 28.9 percent; and, banks and other fi- 
nancial institutions, 21.3 percent. 

‘The rest of the debts were in 15 other cur- 
rencies, with the euro and special drawing 
rights (the unit used by the International 
‘Monetary Fund) representing 7.1 percent and 
3.2 percent, respectively. 

For the third quarter alone, gross dis- 
bursements of MLT accounts amounted to 
more than $2.3 billion, of which public sec- 
А tor transactions accounted for 83.5 per- 
3 cent. 

"The fresh public sector borrowings, in turn, 
funded the government's budget shortfalls, 
various social and infrastructure projects as 
well as government bank's re-lending facili 
ties. 

Private sector projects comprised 16.5 per- 
cent of total MLT disbursements during the 
quarter. With a report from Reuters 
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Country 

United States 
Japan 

United Kingdom. 
Hongkong 
Swizarand 
Canada 
Singapore 
Australia 
Bahrain 

Saudi Arabia 
Brunel 
Indonesia 
Thailand 

UAE 


Unit 
Dolar 
Yen 
Pound 
Dollar 
Franc. 
Dolar 
Dolar 
Dollar 
Dinar" 
Rial 
Dollar 
Rupiah 
Baht 
Dirham 
Euro 
Poso 
REAL 
Kroner. 
Rupee 
Ringgit 
Now Peso. 
Dolar 
Kroner. 
Rupee 
fand 
Won 
Kroner 
Pound 
Mi Dollar 
Вомаг 


Euo 
Argentina. 
Brazi 
Danmark 
Inda. 
Malaysia 
Mexico . 
Now Zealand 
Norway 
Pakistan 
South africa. 
Korea 
Sweden 
Syria 
Tawan + 
Venezuela 


Mining firm 


their credibility as environmen- 
tally-sensitive investors. 

Aside from that, Romualdez 
said the chamber was planning to 
launch an investment roadshow 
in China. 

"We are paying attention to 
China particularly because it is a 
main driver of demand for miner- 
als," he said. 

Based on government projec- 
tions, the revitalization of the sec- 
tor could push up mining invest- 
ments to as high as $4.36 billion, 
with annual potential revenues of 
52.32 billion. 

As many as 19,000 workers 
could also benefit from new jobs 
"from identified high-profit min- 


0755001888 


Euro 
Equivalent 


Dollar 

Equivalent 
1.000000 
0000547 
1831100 
01129601 
0.863558 
0.909258, 
0.906795 
0.754888 
2.052801 
0266674 
060961 
0.000108 
0028500 
0272279 
1324500 
0334448. 
0362965 
0178205 
0022857 
0283193 
0088819 
0708817 
0161512 
0016779 
0173016 
0000948 
0.147325 
0019204 
0030941 
0000522 


Equivalent 
56.2590 
05371 
1085418 
72950 
485829 
455280 
34.1377 
424692 
149.2439 
150028 
34.0345 
00061 
14303 
153181 
745150 
188157 
205888 
100256 
12859 
148070 
49986 
398661 
9.0865 
0940 
97837 
00533 
82884 
1038 
17407 
00294 


0.007208 
1.457084 
0.097094 
0.651988 
0.610991 
0458132 
0.569942 

201287 
0201339 
0456747 
000002 
0019275 
020687 


0252509 
0.276304 
0.134545 
0017257 
0108711 
0067081 
0535007 
0121942 
0012668 
0130627 
0000716 
0111231 
101484 
1023361 
0000294 
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ing projects within the next 10 
years. 

"The Department of Trade and 
Industry has listed the mining 
sector as one of the seven priori- 
ty areas for investment promo- 
tion, saying that untapped local 
mineral resources resources 
were estimated to be. worth 
$964.7 billion. 

Industry officials said global 
leaders like Anglo American ple 
saw the Philippines as the high- 
est-ranking country worldwide 
interms of “mineral prospectivi- 
E 
fo date, some 22 large-scale 
metallic projects worth $6.1 bil- 
lion and 25 exploration projects 
worth $62 million are pending 
with the mining bureau. 
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an extensive range of innovative computing 
devices to enhance your mobile lifestyle 
opens on 18 December, 2004. 
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DIVESTMENT EFFORTS 
Transco, 3 electric co-ops sign lease deals 
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that you desire, like DVD, VCD component, 
flat screen TV, Karaoke, Hyundai bas it all. 
And for a great help in the household 
chores, there's nothing like an efficient 
washing machine, intelligent microwave. 
ovens and even quality water dispensers. 
Hyundai comes complete, affordable and 
reasonable. 

For a closer look, visit your nearest 
appliance dealer. 
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By Abigail L. Ho 


NATIONAL Transmission Corp. (Transco) re- 
cently signed lease purchase agreements with 
three electric cooperatives in Mindanao for its 
sub-transmission assets. 

The deals involve. total of P146.5 million. 

‘The agreements forged last Tuesday were 
with Cotabato Electric Cooperative Inc. 
(Cotelco), South Cotabato Electric Coopera- 
tive Inc. (Socoteco 1) and Sultan Kudarat 
Electric Cooperative Inc. (Sukelto). 

The Cotelco agreement, worth around 
P80.8 million, involves 81.44 circuit kilome- 
ters of Transco's sub-transmission lines and 
covers 701 structures along the Tacurong-Ki- 
dapawan, Kidapawan-Mt. Apo and Kida- 
pawan-Matalam 69-kilovolt (kV) lines. 

For Socoteco I, the lease purchase agree- 
ment covers 407 structures along the 
Tacurong-Koronadal and Koronadal-Surallah 
69 kV lines, with a total length of 43.87 circuit 
kilometers. The agreement is worth almost 
P35.8 million. 

The P29.9-million Sukelco agreement en- 
tails the purchase of 279 structures along the 
Tacurong-Kidapawan, Tacurong-Kalandagan, 
and Ala-Dukay 69-kV lines. 

Under these agreements, the electric coop- 
eratives are required to give a downpayment 
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equivalent to 20 percent of the sub-transmis- 
sion assets’ selling price. 

The balance will be amortized within a pe- 
riod not exceeding 75 percent of the assets’ 
remaining life. 

Upon settlement of the 20-percent down- 
payment, Transco will turn overto the electric 
cooperatives the operations and maintenance 
ofthe assets. 

‘The ownership of the assets, however, will 
only be transferred to the electric coopera- 
tives once they have paid fin full. 

“The divestment process is seeing concrete 
gains. The information campaign we em- 
barked on a couple of months ago had helped 
clarify the concerns that qualified coopera- 
tives might have had about the process. This 
is a very good indication that we ean push 
ahead according to the timetable that we 
have set,” Transco president and chief execu- 
tive Alan Ortiz said in a statement, 

“We expect to sign more of these agree- 
ments before the year ends. Transco is com- 
mitted to the completion of this process as it 
would ensure the continued quality reliabili- 
ty, security and affordability of electricity to 
end-users,” he added, 

‘Transco plans to fully divest its ownership 
of 7,547 circuit kilometers of 69-KV lines by 
2005. 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


THE NATIONAL  Telecommunications 
Commission has approved the petition of 
Meridian Telekoms Inc. to sell all its shares 
to Smart Communications Inc. 

Smart bought 40 percent of Meridian in 
September and it committed to buy the re- 
maining 60 percent of the company next 
year. This, however, has to be approved by 
the NTC and Congress. 

Upon approval by Congress, Smart can 
immediately buy the entire shares of 
Meridian. 

Meridian isa broadband player formerly 
controlled by the family of Mark Jimenez. 
It is, however, selling its entire 2.5 million 
common shares to Smart, the country’s 
largest wireless phone company. 

Ar its par value of P100, the deal was es- 
timated to be worth P250 million. 

As per the record of the NTC, Meridian 
has P5.08 million in outstanding obliga- 
tions with the commission, representing 
unpaid permit and spectrum user fee. 
Meridian is, however, contesting the 
amount. 

Despite this, the NTC approved the sale 
after considering the track record of the 
buying company. 


Sale of Meridian to Smart 
gets NIC go-ahead 


“Smartis an established telecommunica- 
tions company which operates cellular mo- 
bile telecoms service, national and intema- 
tional long distance services, leased chan- 
nel services and Internet-based services. So 
in the interest of public service, we approve 
the agreement,” said the NTC. 

Under the Public Service Act, a domestic 
telecom carrier must secure the NTC's ap- 
proval for any change in ownership involv- 
ing stake of more than 40 percent. Meridi- 
an must also secure the go-ahead of the 
Congress before it could sell its entire equi- 
ty to Smart. 

Established in 1996, Meridian operates a 
data leased network and an international 
leased line; allowing it to provide high- 
speed broadband Internet access to its suba 
scribers. The cost of the infrastructure it 
had put up was P167.4 million, 

‘The company has an authorized capital 
stock of P1 billion divided into 10 million 
common shares, of which 2.5 million 
shares were issued and fully paid. 

"The transaction will benefit the sub- 
scribers of Meridian. It will effectively 
bring about the operational alignment of 
Smart that is expected to result in in- 
creased efficiency in rendering services,” 
Meridian told the NTC. 


Aranetas to launch P5-B 
flagship project next year 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


REAL estate developer Araneta Properties 
Inc. is set to launch its P5-billion flagship 
property project by the first half next yeas, an 
official of the company said. 

Araneta Properties has an existing joint 
venture agreement with Sta. Lucia Realty & 
Development Inc. involving the development 
by Sta. Lucia of roughly 240 hectares of land 
owned by Araneta Properties in San Jose, Del 
Monte, Bulacan, into a mixed-use residential 
and commercial subdivision, which will be 
complete with a country club and a possible 
golf course. 

Ina separate disclosure yesterday, Araneta 
Properties said it would allocate roughly 200 
lots in the subdivision for the Philippine 
Judges Association (PJA), an organization of 
700 active judges from Metropolitan and Re 
gional trial courts. This portion of the proper- 
ту, involving 20 hectares of the property, will 
be called the PJA Subdivision. 

Jose Antonio Rodenas, project develop- 


ment manager of Araneta Properties, said the 
allocation was in response to the govern- 
ments call for the private sector to be more 
proactive in providing affordable housing to 
the public. 

Araneta Properties had a previous joint ven- 
ture agreement with Keppel Properties of Sin- 
gapore for the development of roughly 300 
hectares of Araneta-owned land also in Bula- 
can. However, the project has yet to be started. 

The Araneta family has roughly 1,000 
hectares of land in the Bulacan area. 

Araneta Properties, formerly known as In- 
tegrated Chrome Corp., was organized to 
mine chrome ore and produce ferro metal, 
commonly known as ferrochrome. 

It changed its name to its present one and 
its primary purpose to that of land and prop- 
erty development in 1997 with the entry of 
the Araneta Group. 

‘The company is now engaged in the devel- 
opment of 1,500 hectares of land located in 
the municipality of San Jose del Monte, Bula- 
сап and Caloocan City. 


Grains Highway plan backed 


THE LIVESTOCK and poultry industry of 
Batangas recently backed the call of the 
province's cooperatives for more investments 
in corn production and processing facilities. 

This followed a dialogue between the Na- 
tional Corn Competitiveness Board (Com 
Board) and Limcoma Multipurpose Coopera- 
tive of Batangas. 

Local com farmers are urged to increase their 
production in the wake of an expected supply 
tightness and rising prices in the global market. 

"The Lipa City-based Limcoma is one of the 
leading, most viable, full service cooperatives 
in the country It earlier urged its members to 
enroll in the Grains Highway Program of the 
Corn Board. 

"The Grains Highway Program isa competi- 
tiveness strategy designed to reduce the cost 
of production, processing and transport of 
yellow corn from farm to market through the 
establishment of production clusters and in- 


stallation of service centers where producers 
can dry, store and sell their grains directly to 
end users. 

Limcoma president Nicanor Briones said 
*co-investing in corn production and process- 
ing is the most logical option for the livestock 
and poultry raisers to address our increasing 
raw material requirements.” 

Com Board adviser and Jobs Undersecretary 
"Theresa Cruz-Capellan said "Limcoma offered 
Batangas to be the pilot area of the Grains High- 
way Program because its yellow corn daily re- 
quirement is very high." The province is the 
country’s biggest supplier of table eggs and the 
second largest producer of pork. 

Capellan said Limcoma had committed to 
consolidate a hundred hectares this dry sea- 
son for trial, For the rainy season, it will ex- 
pand its commitment to a thousand hectares 
as soon as financing for the establishment of 
corn drying and storage facilities Is in place.” 

^ 
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SOUTHEAST Asian Airlines, a small domestic 
carrier, is kicking off a $40-million expansion 
program early next year with the lease of 2 
new aircraft, a company director said. 

Seair director Nikos Gitsis said the first 
phase of a 4-year expansion program would 
startin the first quarter of 2005. The two new 
leases are estimated to cost about $10 million. 

The company's fleet consists of nine 19- 
seater LET UVP-E. The company also owns a 
restored vintage amphibian, Do-24 ATT, that 
its chair Iren Dornier is using to fly around the 
‘world to raise funds for Unicef Philippines. 

‘The nine-year-old airline firm is 60 percent 
‘owned by Filipino investors led by Tommy 
Lopez. The remaining 40 percent is controlled 
by Dornier and Gitsis. Senir specializes in 
tourist routes. 

Gitsis said half of the expansion would be 
financed with debt and the other half with eq- 
ісу. Possible lenders are European invest- 
ment banks, he said. 

"With the lease of new aircraft, we are 
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Seair to start $40-M 
expansion in 2005 


ooking to increase our frequency in existing 
routes," the Seair executive said. 

Gitsissaid the LET UVP could land on paved 
and unpaved airstrips. The aircraft is most suited 
for short-haul transport both on paved runways 
and in remote, grassy and undeveloped areas. 

Seair flies to Caticlan in Boracay, Clark An- 
geles, Camiguin, Cagayan de Oro Cotabato, 
Davao, Siargao, Tandag, Zamboanga, Jolo, 
Tawi-Tawi. In Palawan, the airline flies to El 
Nido, Taytay, Cuyo and Puerto Princesa. 

‘The company has a pending petition for a fuel 
surcharge of P100 to P300 depending on the dis- 
tance. бз said like any other airline, Seair had 
been absorbing the impact of the fuel increases. 

“This year we hope to be more profitable espe- 
cially during peak season,” said Gitsis. "Ош load 
factor is increasing and tourism is catching up." 

Seairs load factor averages 70 percent. Gitsis 
said the company hoped to increase this to 80 
percent. Load factor reflects how an airline maxi- 
mizes the number of seats to gain more revenue. 

‘According to Gitsis, Seair will use the vintage 
seaplane Do-24 ATT for commercial operations 
‘once Domier has completed his world tour. 


Taiwan seen to invest $50M in RP 


‘THE INFLOW of direct investments from Tai- 
wan is expected to reach at least $50 Million 
їп 2004, up by 7.6 percent compared to the 
$46.4 million that came in the previous year. 

According to the Taipei Economic and Cul- 
tural Office in the Philippines, two-way trade is 
also seen to improve as this has reached $5.2 
billion in the first nine months, just а little be- 
low the $5.38 billion posted in the entire 2003. 

‘Teco commercial secretary John C.T. Ko 
yesterday said Taiwanese investments in the 
country had reached $25.5 million in the first 
11 months. 

"The Taiwanese projects in 2004 included 
Taiwan Pao An Industrial's 520-million gas 
fixtures production facility in Subic, Dyna Im- 
аде $8-million project in Cavite, and five 
other projects worth a total of $15 million. 

Ko said this year's capital inflow from Tai- 
wan showed a significant decrease compared 
to figures posted in 2002. 

"This is due to the big investments commit- 
ted that year, including a $100-million project 
from Formosa Plastics and a $50-million pro- 
ject from Lucky Cement.” 

Hsin-Hsing Wu, Teco's Manila representative, 


said the Philippines remained an option for Tai- 

wan businesses looking for overseas locations. 
“There are a number of Taiwanese busi- 
nesses in Southern China that are in need of 
expansion,” Wu said. “They would have to go 
to the mainland's interior if they want to stay 
there but the infrastructure is not so good.” 
Ronnel W. Domingo 
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Purchase any MARUBISHI 
Home Appliance 


and your family will instantly love it! Made with the 


best 
the 


durabil 


materials and manufactured under 
strictest quality control standards; 


lity and elegant finish, perfect for the 
whole family. 


If you want quality and style, MARUBISHI is 


the brand for you. 


Hurry and purchase a MARUBISHI now! 


CERTIFIED 
Post Oty 


merry Christmas! Happy New Seat 
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31 | parang uugod-ugod na ako." 


Ang gusto mo lang namang sabihin, 
huwag silang mag-alala sa iyo. Bahagi 
nang iyong pagmamahal ang 
paninigurado ng iyong sariling 
kinabukasan. 


At kung gaano mo sila kamahal, ganoon 
mo ring maipagkakatiwala ang iyong 
pension sa Prudentialife. Sa Prudentialife 
Pension Plan, mas matitiyak mo ang 
iyong kinabukasan. Siguradong hindi ka 
magiging pabigat sa iyong mga 


Nga. minamahal. 


Tess 


Ang Prudentialife ay may mga produkto 
at services na babagay sa iyong mga 
pangangailangan. May higit na 11 billion 
na trust fund, 30,000 sales associates at 

"4,000 personnel. Bisitahin ang aming 
mga branches nationwide. Makakasiguro 
ka na matatag at maayos ang 
kinabukasan ng iyong pamilya sa 
Prudentialife. 


Prudentialife 


Pension Plan 


P Prudentialife Plans, inc. 


sa Prudential. 


‘Ang minamahal mo, ipagkakatiwala 


“Ito naman kung tratuhin ako: 
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Starcom Phils wins 2004 P&G 
Global Brand Building Award 


BESTING entries from North Ameri- 
ci-and Spain, Starcom Worldwide 
Philippines, Procter & Gamble Philip- 
pines’ Media Agency Of Record, 
scored yet another big win with its 
phenomenal "Sunod Sa Galaw" mu- 
sic and dance marketing campaign 
for Rejoice Shampoo in the 2004 
Procter & Gamble Global Brand 
Building Awards held last Nov. 10, in 
Cincinnati, USA. 

The Rejoice Team from Starcom 
Philippines, the leading agency in 
the Philippines and the only Asian 
country nominated, brings home for 
the first time in Asia the highest 
award given to any media agency by 
Procter & Gamble-The Best Media 
Team. Their entry bested two other 
shortlists from Spain and North 


America. 

The winning campaign, “Sunod Sa 
Galaw” (Follows Your Every Move), 
leveraged on the Filipino's fervent 
love for musicand the recent trend of 
novelty hits that have ingrained itself 
in the Filipino pop culture. Together 
with P&G, Starcom tapped the coun- 
try's famed novelty hit maker to de- 
velop a Rejoice song that incorporat- 
ed the brand's tagline in the title and 
refrain. With a catchy dance step to 
match, a music video was released 
featuring fast-rising teen stars. This 
was followed by a succession of me- 
dia-based activities: the "Sunod Sa 
Galaw Girl" Dance Contest in a lead- 
ing noontime variety show, down- 
loadable cellphone ring tones of the 
song, mall-based dance contests and 


SM DOES ITS SHARE FOR THE TYPHOON VICTIMS 


‘The SM Group, through SM Foundation, recently donated P1.5 
million to assist the victims of typhoons Winnie and Yoyong. 
‘The sald amount was used to purchase relief goods and 
medicines for families in hard to reach areas in Quezon, Ca- 
marines Sur and Nueva Ecija. A total of 4,265 families benefit- 


ed from the foundation's medical missions, 


tor cough, diarrhea, fever, hypertension, parasitism, skin dis- 


wherein medicines 


shows, airplay of the song on the га: 
dio, and a promotional CD which 
turned Gold Record. Soon, Rejoice 
“Sunod Sa Galaw” became a nation- 
wide dance craze with Filipinos-from 
celebrities to your man on the street- 
doing the signature Rejoice dance 
moves and singing the song. 

‘Overall, the Rejoice “Sunod Sa 
Galaw" media maximization ended 
the fiscal with a big bang delivering 
record awareness, recall, trial and 
usage scores with Rejoice posting the 
highest market share in 6 years. 

‘Bernard Glock, P&G VP global for 
media, confers “It is a great example 
of having our media organization 
(Starcom) be at the forefront of cre- 
ating multi-touchpoint marketing i 
novation.” 


eases and typhold fever. Some 7,858 patients were given on- 
the-spot diagnosis, immediate treatment and medicines. The 
distribution of the relief goods was done in direct coordination 
with the Department of Social Welfare and Services, the Na- 
tional Disaster Coordinating Council, and the Army Reserved 
Command who helped bring the relief goods to these hard to 
reach areas in the said provinces. 
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Responding to the devastation wrought by recent ty- 
phoons, Smart Communications Inc (Smart) sup- 
ported the Philippine National Red Cross (PNRC) in 
assisting typhoon victims in the provinces of Que- 
zon, Aurora and Nueva Ecija. Aside from providing 
‘much-needed communications support, Smart 
tumed over to the PNAC 40 boxes of relief goods 
and tarpaulins, collected from employees and suppli- 
ers plus a cash donation of P1 milion. Photo shows. 
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Editor Aries Espinosa 


PNRC chair and Senator Dick Gordon receiving from 
Smart public affairs head Ramon репо a one mil- 
lion peso check donated by the wireless company to 
the humanitarian organization. Witnessing the check. 
turnover were (from lelt) PNRC Secretary-General 
Victor A. Пого, PNRG Board of Governors Member 
and Congressman Miguel Zubiri, Board of Governors 
Secretary Lourdes Quezon and Smart Community. 
Partnerships manager Darwin Flores. 


Roof protection helps cut down energy cost 


ONE of the most agitating bills that we received 
nowadays is our electric bill given the immense 
increase in the per kilowatt consumption. We 
could either live with it or go rallying in the 
streets to plead energy cost reduction, 

Itmay sound queer to most of us how a roof- 
ing protection sprayed over the roof could help 
us address a vital concern which is energy sav- 
ing. Roofs in homes and buildings basically 
keep us covered to protect us from bad extemal 
elements such us the sun's harmful rays and 
rain. Roofs alone, however, may not provide us 
with the kind of comfort we need. 

When extreme heat and water leaks start 
bothering us, we start thinking that our roofs 
are not enough protection in itself. We fight 
heat with full blast air conditioning. Thus the 
high energy cost. When it comes to water leaks, 
we ty to solve them via changing our roofs ог 
applying temporary “patch and pray” sealants. 

A more effective solution that we could 
count on these days is the long term benefit 
and protection that the Sprayed Polyurethane 
Foam (SPF) Roofing System can give. It is 
sprayed directly over old roofs and we can easi- 
ly enjoy four roofing solutions sans the incon- 
venient process of changing our roofs . SPF 
Roofing System Insulates, waterproofs, sound- 
proofs and rust proofs. Today it is the most ef- 
fective roofing insulation in the market world- 


wide. Its high "R" value (resistance to heat 
transfer) of 7.14 per 1 inch thickness easily 
translate to at lease 10 percent reduction in our 
electric bills, 

Tt is made of billions of minute closed cells 
that resist the penetration of water and vapors. 
It does not have joints or seams that often allow 
‘outside water and air to pass through the roof- 
ing system into the building structure. Whether 
the roof is 10,000 sq. ft., 100,000 sq. ft. or larg- 
erinsize, it will have no seams. 

SPF Roofing System also serves as an anti- 
corrosion by effectively shutting out oxidation 
‘on galvanized steel roofing. Coupled with elas- 
tomeric acrylic, water based coating, the sys- 
tem further guarantees protection against ex- 
treme heat and ultraviolet rays. It also serves as 
sound insulation against rain and other exter- 
nal noises. 

Sprayed Polyurethane Foam is very light in 
weight, yet, itis very strong and will not pack 
down or sag. It is guaranteed to last as long as 
the roof substrate exists. As it is sprayed direct- 
ly over roofs, we can easily eliminate the costly 
and time consuming roof removal, operational” 
shutdown and the damaging weather expo- 
sure. It is the most economical and practical ap- 
proach to retrofit (old roof) and for new con-- 
struction. For more product information, call 
Ikeba Enterprises at 888-9045. 


CHILI'S GREENHILLS TURNS SIX 
Chili's Greenhills recently celebrated its sixth 
year with Jimmy Bondoc as special guest 
artist, Present during the event were the board 
of directors of Chili's. Photo shows(trom left): 
Richmond Yang, vice president; Art Latinazo, 
area director; Laine de Jesus, marketing head; 
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Find your 
perfect 


Maxx 

FINDING your perfect fit 

for menthol goodness 

sas easy as choosing 

from the six cool Maxx 

Candy flavors featured. 

inits latest TV commer- 

са. The Max TVC ва 

unique display of color combined with catchy 
rhythm and music. It features your neighborhood 
такаа boys In action alongside funky giris in multi- 
colored outfits that are as varied as the Maxx men- 
‘thol candy flavors. Take your pick from Махов cool 
and fruity variants - Cherry, Honey Lemon, Honey 
Mansi, and Orange Dalandan. Each ulul candy isa 
blend of menthol and fruit favors for a truly soothing 


Robert Epes, vice president; Ramir Angeles, 
restaurant manager; Luigi Vera, president. 
Chili's serves Southwest American food, and 
is well-known for its flavoured margaritas. 
Chili's also has branches in Greenbelt, Makati 
and Tomas Morato Avenue, Quezon City. 


experience. For a real blast of vapor, there's Maxx Eu- 
calyptus with is powerful combination of eucalyp- 
us, menthol and Maxicool for long-lasting flavor and 
decp-down coolness. And if you're in need of 
stronger menthol action, go for the new Maxx Extra 
Strength enriched with Vitamin C. It has the extra 
kick of heightened menthol action ints cenlerfl so 
уо! get that extra menthol satisfaction. 


Breakfast Joys for the holidays 
NOW, that the holiday rush is already in our midst. start your day 
right by satisying your gusto for delicious breakfast meals at Jol- 
beo. These Breakfast Joys, which are offered as early as 6am. are 
what you ned when you wake early each day. in Ime lor the 
Aguinaldo masses at dawn. There's a wide array of appetizing 
Breakfast Joys in Jollibee. If you are into continental breakfast, en- 
joy the sweet and yummy Pancake Meal. A warm and luscious por- 
ridge like the Arroz Caldo Meal is what you need when you opt for a 
‘hot morning meal. People on the go can stop by and gel a yummy 
‘Sausage Sandwich. But if you prefer Pinoy breakfast meals, you 
hawa choice of Hotdog, Longganisa, Corned Bes, Bee! Tapa and 
Breakfast Steak which are served with garlic rice and egg. Ай these 
‘come with your choice of brewed coffee, tskolate or cold drinks. 


South 


Border Live! 

SOUTH Border wil have their 

special major show concert for 

a cause at the Fort Bonifacio Global 

Cty Open Fed tonight, 8 p.m. dubbed 

as "South Border Live!" A Concert for the Children. 
‘The event is presented by Jobe and wil be parici- 
pated by different Schools in Metro Mania to bring 
out the spirit of unity among students. The general 
pubiic is also invited to take parin this show. Tickets 
price at P375 and P225 available at Ticketworld Out- 
fets (tel. no. 691-9969) For more information con- 
tact 33rd Street Talent Production at el. nos. 854- 
4821, 472-5795, 854-5684, 854-5686. 


Filipiniana books as gifts 
THIS holiday season, Tower Book House (815- 
4938 or 815-6925) is offering Filipiniana books at 
discounted prices as potential gift books. All the 
books have been penned by Visitacion "Chit" de 
la Torre, one of the country’s seasoned authors. 
Interested parles may also drop by the office of 
Tower Bock House at Windsor Tower, 163 
Legaspi Street, Legaspi Vilage, Makati City. 


YES Christmas Bazaar 
YUPANGCO Exhibit & Show nc (YES) brings back 
its annual "Factory Outlet Christmas Bazaar 2004 
on Dec. 1610 23, (except Sundays) at Makati, 
Jupiter comer Reposo from 10 a.m, to p.m. dally. 
Now on its 5th year, the 16-day Christmas Bazaar 
wil showcase a wide variety ol products at compet- 
liv prices. Proceeds of the event and other gift 
items that shall be solicited wil benefit street chil- 
dren and a part of it wil be donated to Save-a-cub 
project. For further inquiries, call 899-9821/28;899- 
9595 loc. 344/347: 5: 0917-835-1111. 


Abenson Christmas promo 
TRUE to Holiday traditions, Abenson celebrates 
Christmas with loads ol tun! First, customers who 
buy a minimum of P1,000 can join Abenson' 100 
Days о! Christmas raf promo. Second, use your 
BPI Express Credit Classic (Burgundy) card at Aben- 
Son to enjoy Double Frequent User Points. Plus get a 
ance to win a Volvo luxury car or an P800,000 
estis package inthe rafi promo. Or you may also 
use your Gitbankcredtcard at Abenson to avall of 
valued perks. Enjoy 0 percent on all items exclusive 
to Citibank cardholders and double your chances of 
winning in the Citibank Preferred brands rafle pro- 
‘motion. Fourth, when you use you Visa card you get 
1o oin Visa's rate promo where you get a chance to 
win back your 2004 Visa purchases. Ве a lucky win- 
Ter when you shop at any Abenson store. 


“The Spirit Lives On” 

THE PURPLE Panthers of the Ateneo de San Pablo 
wili hold its 53rd home coming titled "The Spirit. 
Lives On" on Dec. 30, at Ricardo' Forest Hills, San 
Benito, Alaminos, Laguna. For details kindly call 
Tony Excondo (049)562-3754, Chito Ilagan 
(049)562-350, and Mike Alcantara (02) 869-2382. 


2G0 MAKES CHRISTMAS MERRIER WITH DELIFRANCE 


Forget gift-wrapping this Christ- 
mas as Aboltiz 280 couriers deliv- 
er Delifrance season delights 
freshly baked from the oven 
straight to the doorstep of your 
loved ones. Now, giving gifts is ef- 
fortless as one phone call, Just di- 
al 260 customer service hotline, 
898-7845 and have Delifrance 
goodies, such as Fruitcake, Food 
for the Gods and Twinings Tea 
transported anywhere In Manila 
and to major citles nationwide. 
More, if you have a greeting card 


ога spacial letter that you want to 
send together with the Delifrance 
delights, 2GO will pick it for free. 
You may also avail of this exclu- 
sive promo by visiting selct 260 
outlets (formerly Aboitiz Express) 
and have your Delifrance favorites 
delivered In time for the holidays. 
Freight charges within Metro. 
Manilla starts at P60, while outside 
Metro Manila, P95. Provincial de- 
liveries are from Dec. 21 to 23 on- 
y. For more information, call 280. 
at 898-7845. 


M&M'S CHRISTMAS CARNIVAL 


Itwas an early Christmas treat 
for Arvin Santos when he was 
awarded with an M&M's Roller 
Coaster Dispenser, Arvin found 
the winning coupon In a pack of 
his favourite M&M's Chocolates 
from SM Snack Exchange Mega- 
mall. He is the first winner of 
M&M's Christmas Carnival pro- 
mo by Master Foods Phils Inc, 
makers of M&M's, Snickers, Mal- 
tesers, and Dove. The M&M's 


Christmas Carnival promo is of- 
fering over 2,000 authentic 
M&M's world premium items and 
a chance to win P500,000 cash. 
Shown In the photo aro Omar Re- 
bamonta, trade marketing man- 
ager for snack, and Arvin with his 
family. Celebrate Christmas in 
Color. Check Inside packs of ev- 
ery participating brand you buy 
and see if you can be the next 
winner. 
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‘Maligayang Pasko’ for Baseco families: 


Prudentialife-GK Village opens 


TODAY, Prudentialife Plans Inc and the Prudentialife Village in todays tinue to lend a hand aside from the ac- 


Gawad Kalinga are welcoming 48 turn-over ceremony at Baseco. 


homeless families to their new and 


tual building of houses. "We hope to 


Ambassador Alba acknowledged help in some other ways like providing 


better homes at the Prudentialife-GK Gawad Kalinga and Prudentialife em- education to the children of Gawad 


‘Village in Baseco, Tondo, Manila. 


ployees for making the Prudentialife Kalinga.” 
Prudentialife-GK Village - The vi- Village possible. “They say the journey 


Lantems of Gold - The Prudentialife 


sion of Prudentialife in turning slums of a thousand miles begins with the family joins the Prudentialife Village 
and shanties into shelters of love and first step and this is the first step to beneficiaries in decorating their new 
the good life by building 48 houses in build better communities thanks to homes to make their 2003 Christmas 


Baseco has come true. The realization. Gawad Kalinga and Prudentialifers." 


of that vision began when Prudential- 


more meaningful and memorable. 


Gawad Kalinga executive director Forty-eight lanterns of Gold of varied 


ife and Gawad Kalinga laid the foun- Antonio Meloto said that the dream of designs, created by Prudentialife em- 
dation for the Prudentialife-GK Village the poor Filipinos is now happening ployees shall be displayed to illumi- 
in a ground breaking ceremony held because of companies like Prudential- nate every house during the 


last October. 


Francisco A. Alba will award the keys 


ife. “We can see that the poor become “Paskuhan Sa Baseco” today. These 
Prudentialife chair ambassador productive if you give them dignity” 


lanterns were selected from several 


Prudentialife president Jose Alberto entries in a company-wide lantern 


to the 48 families as beneficiaries of T. Alba said thatthe company willcon- making contest. 


BLESSING of the Prudentialife-GK Village site. 


PRUDENTIALIFE Vil- 
lage groundbreaking. 
GK executive director 
Tony Meloto, Pruden- 
tale president Jose 
Alberto T. Alba and Pru- 
dentialile chair ambas- 
sador Francisco Alba. 


GlobeSolutions, GlaxoSmithKline 
strengthen partnership 


GLOBESOLUTIONS, the country's our field staff at all times.” Glaxo- the country. "We're very confident 


premier corporate’ mobile solu- SmithKline 


currently 


utilizes that our latest venture with 


tions provider, recently consoli- GlobeSolutions business lines, as GlobeSolutions will help us exceed 
dated its longstanding partnership well as the TxtConnect service, our sales expectations and retain 
with leading research-based phar- which allows the company to send our position at the top of the mar- 


maceutical 


acquisition of the GlobeSolutions 
sales force automation package. 


GlaxoSmithKline large-scale text broadcasts to its ket," says Tadera. 
Philippines, upon the company's employees. 


Top companies like Glaxo- 


GlobeSolutions' sales force au- SmithKline can greatly benefit 
tomation service is expected to en 


from GlobeSolutions' suite of mo- 


"Asa pharmaceutical with oper- hance the efficiency of Glaxo- bile solutions that are relevant 
ations extending nationwide, syn- SmithKline's extensive sales force. across industries but remain easily 
chronization is important,” says Each medical representative will adaptable to specific client needs. 
Amado Tadeha, president of Glax- be provided with aGlobeSolutions "lt gives us great pleasure to offer 
oSmithKline Philippines. "Our business line and a high-end PDA GlaxoSmithKline the necessary 
main office must be accessible to phone. Equipped with state-of- tools and transmission capabilities 


business, and Amado Taderia, president of GlaxoSmithKline 


Phils consolidate their business partnership. 


HOLIDAY HAM SAMPLING 


A promo lady gives out free slices of 30 percent versus year-ago levels, 
CDO Holiday Ham ata Manila super- has prompted ham makers to 
squeeze margins to make Christmas 
hams stil affordable. 


market to buyers. The cost of pork, 
‘which has gone up by as much as 


the-art phones that help them achieve increased 
and with their productivity and better profitabili- 
wireless ordering ty" says Dan David, head of 
system on the re- GlobeSolutions. "We continuously 
liable GlobeSolu- strive to gain better understanding 
tions network, ofourclients evolving business is- 
GlaxoSmithKline sues and translate these into prac- 
medical терге tical solutions that help overcome 
sentatives can in- these issues.” 

stantaneously For more information about 
process sales or- which business solution best fits 
ders and access your company’s needs, log on to 
the company's іп- www.globesolutions.com.ph. You 
ventory can also етай globesolu- 
database, even tions@globetel.com.ph or call the 
when they are in GlobeSolutions hotline, 730- 
remote areas of 1999. 


Tanduay's 150th year 


ASA fitting climax to its 150th anniversary 
celebration with the theme "Celebrating the. 
Filipino Spirit", Tanduay will be staging 
grand finale specials on GMA-7's SOP, and 
ABS-CBN's ASAP noontime shows on Sun- 
day, Dec. 19: The SOP show will starts at 1 
p.m. and will feature people from all walks 
of life celebrating differant occasions with 
Tanduay. The ASAP show will follow at 1:30. 
p.m. and will feature Tanduay as part of 
Philippine history for the past 150 years 
and ihe endless innovations of Tanduay 
products to propel the company through 
another 150 yoars. Major highlight of both 
shows will be a message from Dr. Lucio Tan, 
a leading Taipan of Philippine industry and 
chalr of Tanduay Distilers ino. Don't miss 
this once-In-a-lfetime event Watch GMA- 
T's SOP and ABS-CBN's ASAP on Dee. 19. 
Bea part of history and celebrate the Fil- 
Ipino Spirit with Tanduay - The No. 1 Rhum. 
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GK cites Prudentialifers ` 
as Bagong Bayani" 


GAWAD Kalinga executive director Antonio 
Moto conferred the GK Bagong Bayani 
award to the Prudentialife employees during 
the groundbreaking ceremony for the Pruden- 
tialife Village in Baseco, Tondo, Manila. 
Meloto cited the Prudentialifers as among 
the new heroes in nation building because of 
their voluntary contribution in helping uplift 
the lives of the poor through GK777 that erwi- 
sions the building of 700,000 houses in 7 
thousand communities in 7 years. "This com- 
pany and its employees are blessed because of 
‘what they are doing for the country" 
Prudentalife is the first pre-need company 
to work hand in hand with Gawad Kalinga in 
actual building of houses for the needy 
"Through the Prudentialife Foundations GOLD 
(Gift OF Life Drive) campaign, Prudentialife 


employees allot a few pesos of their salaries” 
for the project and they also go to Baseco ev- 
ery Saturday not only to build homes but a 
community of responsible and productive 
families. 


MAYBANK TO OFFER MUTUAL FUND THROUGH РАМ! 


Maybank Philippines inc (MPI), а member of the 
Maybank Group, the largest banking group in 
Malaysia and among Asia's top 20 banks, recently 
раппегей with Philam Asset Management Inc (Pa- 
т), company under the wing of AIG and Phil 

йе, or the full distributorship of Mutual Funds. This 
partnership opens up an additional investment outlet 
for existing Maybank Trust products and services, 
which will eventually Include top Fund Managers, lo 


give cents a menu of products and investment out- 
lets. Present during the MOA signing are (from lett): 
Cora A. Mallilin, SVP for retail finance, Maybank 
Phils: Lim Hong Tat, president and CEO, Maybank 
Phils; Jose L. Cuisi Jr. chair, Philam Group of Com- 
panies; and Rex Ma. A. Mendoza, president and СЕО, 
Philam Asset Management Inc; with, Maybank's 
Kevin W. Kok and Karla Е Abarquez; and Pamî's Al- 
berto V. Ramos and Aljeffty С. Gonzales. 


TBWA\Asia Pacific named Agency 
of the Year’ by Media Magazine 


‘TBWA\Asia Pacific has been named ‘Agency of 
the Year by Media Magazine, Asia Pacific's 
leading media, advertising and marketing 
publication. TEWANTequila Singapore has also 
been awarded "Office of the Year’ and John 
Merrifield from TBWA Japan, “Creative of the 
Year’. This is the first time any agency has col- 
lected a total of 3 awards at the event, which 
includes both Agency of the Year and ‘Office of 
the Year Tequila\Singapore was also named 
runner-up in the ‘Below-The-Line Agency of 
the Year category. 

In its commentary on the win, Media Maga- 
zine sald the award “demonstrated that TB- 
WA\ was capable of punching above its 
and weight....not only in account reviews, but 
at international award shows as well." It noted 
that under the guidance of Asia Pacific Chair- 
man, Keith Smith, the network had developed 
“ateam that is entrepreneurial, quality focused 
and has demonstrated and honed TBWANs 
Disruption positioning into a fearsome com- 
petitive edge.” 

The magazine commended the agency's 
strong new business performance, highlight- 
ing wins such as Standard Chartered and Sin- 
gapore Airlines KrisFlyer. It also remarked on 
the networks amazing run at international 
awards shows including Cannes, Clio, DEAD 
and One Show, Media finished up by praising 


the agency's ‘Disruption’ positioning and train- 
ing program, which has taught its staff to think 
differently and deliver exceptional creative 
ideas. 

‘Commenting on TBWANTequila Singapore's 
win, Media praised the agency on its decision 
to integrate TBWA and Tequila offices under 
joint CEO's, describing the move as a “master 
stroke.” Media also congratulated the office on 
its impressive win record, both in terms of new 
business and creative awards, and on its com- 
mitment to the industry and to developing ad- 
vertising talent, 

nally, Media congratulated John Merri- 
field from TBWA\Japan on his win, comment- 
ing on his “ability to deliver exceptional cre- 
ative solutions" and "some of the region's most 
awe-inspiring work". The magazine pointed 
towards Merrifield's work on adidas in particu- 
las, highlighting his Vertical Football billboard 
has become the third most awarded piece of 
communication globally in 2004. “Merrifield 
has successfully inculcated a culture of ere- 
ative innovation, turning (TBWA\Japan) into 
one of the country’s most awarded in the space 
of ust 12 months” said Media. 

For more information, please contact Emma 
Vincent, regional marketing manager on +852 
2833 9866 or e-mail emma.vincent@ib- 
wacom.hk. 
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OTHER CAUSES OF STROKE 


By Charles E. Buban 


HE NEXT time you visit a 

massage parlor, think 

twice about getting your 

„neck cracked. Health experts 

‘warn that spinal manipulative 

therapy, as chiropractors call it, 
increases your risk of stroke. 

Although the overall risk is probably 
very small, the link between stroke and 
neck cracking is real, says neurologist 
Willy Lopez, chair of the Department of 

„Neurosciences at the Philippine General 
Hospital. 

“The consequences of a stroke can be 
enormous so even a highly improbable 
risk such as neck cracking should not be 
ignored, and anyone who does such a 
procedure should tell their patients 
about the risk," Lopez says. 

Besides, Lopez says, the cracking noise, 
which is made when ligaments and ten- 
dons slide past bumps on bones as a joint 
ismoved, has no therapeutic effect. 


Tearing of arteries 
One of the leading causes of stroke, 
"Lopez says, is cervical arterial dissection, 
which occurs when one of the two arter- 
ies that wind through the back of the 
neck to the brain and which brings oxy- 
gen-rich blood to the brain, starts to tear. 

"When the lining of this artery bleeds 
and forms a blood clot, this clot can easi- 

ily enter the brain and cause a fetal 
" he explains 

Any of these arteries may be damaged 
during a false procedure by an inexperi- 
enced masseur. 

Lopez says neck injury, when associat- 
ed with spontaneous tearing of the verte- 
bral or carotid arteries caused by sudden. 
and severe extension of the neck, neck 
rotation, or pressure on the artery, is a 
&ontributing cause of stroke. 

This type of stroke is often called 
“beauty parlor syndrome,” which refers 
to the practice of extending the neck 


Migraine 
Sufferers 
face risk 
of stroke 


LONDON—Migraine suffer- 
ers are twice as likely to 
‘have a stroke as people who 
are not afflicted with the de- 
bilicating headaches, Cana- 
"dian and American scien- 
+ tists said on Monday. 
A review of 14 studies in- 
ло the link between the 
headaches and — stroke 
showed patients who have 
auras, or light effects, with 
their migraine are even 
more at risk. 1 
"The results of our study 
strongly suggest that migraine 
may be an independent risk 
factor for stroke,” said Ali 
Samii, a neurologist at the 
University of Washington, ina 
report published online by the 
British Medical Journal. 
‘Three studies in the review 
indicated that women who 
have migraines and who take 
oral contraceptives were up 
to eight times more likely to 
have a stroke than those not 
taking the pill. 


Reduced blood flow 
Samii and Mayhar Emi. 
‘nan, ofthe Royal Victoria Hos- 


By Rafael R. Castillo, MD 


MANY people still cannot accept 
the untimely death of Fernando 
Poe Jr. The disbelief is not without 
basis. Indeed, how can the king of 
Philippine movies succumb so 
swiftly to a physical ailment when 
he had always been the symbol of 
strength that could defeat scores 
of evil men and of good health 
that could defy any Ш- 
ness? 

FPJ's reputation of 
being health-conscious 
has been reinforced by 
regular exercise that 
kept him trim and fit and his 
avoidance ofa high-fat diet. 

In death, "Da King" manages to 
give us these practical lessons on 
health: 


checkup does not totally guar- 
ашу a clean bill of health. FPJ 
had a thorough executive checkup 
just before he ran in the May presi- 
dential elections. АП findings 
were supposed to be normal, or at 
least there was nothing remark- 
able to be considered alarming. 

This is one limitation of an ex- 
ecutive checkup. 105 like taking a 
full-body picture ofa person, but it 
does not zoom in and give the 
physician a close-up view of a par- 
ticular part of the body so some 
details could be appreciated. 

An executive checkup is a valu- 
able general screening type of 
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backward over a sink for hair washing in 
beauty parlors. 


Other causes 

There are other possible causes of 
stroke that have less evidence but should 
be considered nevertheless. 

These include alcohol abuse, drug 
abuse, blood disorders, such as blood that 
clots easily or deficiencies of various blood 
components, high blood levels of homo- 
cysteine (a blood component), and even 
hormone replacement therapy (although 
the American Heart Association says the 
risk of stroke associated with HRT appears 
Jow but warrants further investigation). 

Intravenous drug abuse carries a high 
risk of stroke from cerebral embolisms (a 
blood clot from one part of the body that 
iscarried by the bloodstream to the brain 
where it blocks an artery), Lopez says. 


Symptoms 

Lopez says a person who has any of 
the following symptoms must go directly 
tothe hospital: 

* One side of the body becomes weak, 
numb, or paralyzed 

+ Double vision, blurry vision or loss 
of sight 

“Trouble speaking or difficulty under- 
standing speech 

* Loss of balance or coordination, 
dizziness or sudden severe headache. 

“The first three hours after a stroke are 
critical. Treating a stroke during those 
crucial first hours can prevent long-term 
damage,” says Lopez. 

Unfortunately, Lopez notes, many 
people wait—often for hours—hoping 
the symptoms will pass. 

"Stroke is an emergency, and treat- 
ment must not be delayed. If blood flow 


A STROKE (also called brain attack) 
happens when blood flow to a region 
of the brain is obstructed, causing 
brain tissue death. 

There are two major causes of a 
stroke: blockage and bleeding. 

Blockage of a blood vessel in the 
brain or neck can be eaused by a blood 
clot in that area (this is called a throm- 
bosis) ora blood clot from somewhere 
else that has moved and now blocks a 
blood vessel in the brain or neck (this 
is called an embolism). 

In some cases, the blockage is 
caused by a constriction or narrowing 
of an artery in the head or neck (this is 
called a stenosis). 

Bleeding of a blood vessel (called 
hemorrhagic stroke) is associated 
with high blood pressure that applies 
a lot of stress on the artery walls, caus- 
ing them to burst. 


Aneurysm 

‘Aneurysm is another major cause of 
stroke. This is a weak spot in an artery 
‘wall which balloons out because of the 
pressure of the blood circulating inside 
the affected artery. An aneurysm can 
eventually burst and cause blood to 


What is stroke? 


leak out into the brain tissue. 

Although it is unclear why people 
develop aneurysms, a number of stud- 
ies show genes may play a role as 
aneurysms run in certain families, 


Stroke prevention 

The most important risks for devel- 
oping stroke are smoking, high choles- 
terol blood levels, diabetes that is not 
properly controlled and untreated 
high blood pressure. 

“Nearly all stroke risks can be pre- 
vented but they need the patient's co- 
operation. A [preventive] tablet or 
two a day, a low fat diet, regular exer- 
cise and throwing away your 
cigarettes are a small price to pay for 
your well-being and the chance to en- 
joy life much longer” says neurologist 
Willy Lopez, chair of the Department 
of Neurosciences at the Philippine 
General Hospital. 

Having a risk factor for stroke 
doesn’t mean one will have a stroke. On 
the other hand, not having a risk factor 
doesn't mean one won't havea stroke. 

But Lopez says the risk of stroke 
grows as the number and severity of 
risk factors increase, Charles Buban 


is not resumed in six minutes or so, the 
parts of the brain that were dependent 
on that blood flow begin to die, leading 
to permanent disability or death," he ex- 
plains. 


Two types 

‘There are two types of strokes. The 
most common is ischemic, where brain 
cells die because the blood vessel feeding 
that area is blocked. The second is hem- 
orrhagic, where a blood vessel has burst 
and blood seeps into the space surround- 
ing the brain. 

Identifying which type struck the pa- 


Lessons on heaith from FPJ 


medical evaluation, but mos: types 


of checkups do not really focus on 


of 


MEDICAL 
FILES 


attitude. 


A “normal” executive 


Pay attention to symptoms 
2. The body's call for help 
should be promptly heeded. 
This SOS call usually comes in the. 
form of signs and symptoms, most 
of which many of us promptly dis- 
miss, Our body is probably the 
best-designed living machine God 
made. The various organs func- 
tion efficiently nonstop and trou- 
bleshoot or compensate for any 
problem as long as they can. 

Our body will keep on sending 
need-for-rescue messages to us in 
the form of signs and symptoms. 
This may come in the form of 
nonspecific symptoms such as 
dizziness, headache, easy fatiga- 


specific organ-systems. However, if 
же give our physician good mean- 
ingful information th 
to a specific problem in our body, 
then he can request for more ap- 
propriate diagnostic tests. 

Trecall a lady who came in for 
an executive checkup and she re- 
sented the history-taking of one 


could point 


our medical resi- 


dents saying, "I came 
here so you could tell 
me what my medical 
problems are, and not 
for me to tell you in ad- 
vance what illness | have.” 

She didnt realize she was 
short-changing herself with such 


symptoms, not us. 


bility, weakness, numbness of an 
extremity, pallor, loss of appetite 
and change in the bowels. 

These symptoms may seem be- 
nign and of no significance, and 
we're quick to attribute it to any- 
thing from faulty glasses to stress 
toa change in the weather, except. 
to anything serious. Our fam 
physician, who is familiar with 
our medical history, should be the 
best person to interpret these 


Periodic visits to doctor 

3. A regular checkup is ideal 
even in apparently healthy in- 
dividuals. A periodic visit to our 
family physician even if we don't 
think anything is seriously wrong 
with us is well worth the trip. It 
can be a hassle seeing one's doc- 
tor: waiting in line, undergoing 
laboratory tests, taking pills doc- 


pleasant surprises, 


health conscious. 


“Men's 


tor might prescribe. In the end 
though, an early diagnosis of 
whatever problem we might have 
is still our best bet to prevent un- 


Men neglect their health 

4. Highly successful men tend 
to neglect their health. This is ac- 
tually a research finding, and the 
situation appears to be more gen- 
dec-related than career success- 
lated because highly successful ca- 
reer women are relatively more 


For sure, males do not inten- 
tionally wish to neglect their 
health. It must besomething about 
the psyche of the alpha male, not 
only FPJ, but all self-professed al- 
pha males, myself included. 

As I said in a previous article: 
risk-taking behaviors, 
their relatively more stressful en- 


tient is crucial because treatment is dif- 
ferent for each type. 

The first step in the diagnosis of a 
stroke is a medical history and physical 
exam followed by series of tests. 

Computed tomography scan (which 
can make an immediate diagnosis espe- 
cially of hemorrhagic strokes) and mag- 
netic resonance imaging of the head may 
be done to show the type, size and lo 
tion of the stroke. 

‘These tests can show whether or.nor 
there is bleeding in the brain. If bleeding 
is ruled out, then clot-breaking drugs can 
be administered, Lopez says. 


vironment and daily lifestyle, and 
aberrant treatment-seeking be- 
havior result in а much higher 
risk of disease and poorer health 
than women. 

“The male breadwinner is so 
seriously focused on earning for 
his family that checking on his 
health or doing preventive mea- 
sures to maintain his health al- 
ways take a back sent. And be- 
cause he works so hard, the alpha 
male feels he's entitled to some 
pleasurable recreation, including 
booze and smoke and other dis- 
ease-promoting activities. 

"The ego may also have some- 
thing to do in nurturing this risky 
attitude. Some males may think it 
too un-male to whine and moan 
at every symptom one feels, The 
sad result is that it might already 
be too lue when the medical 
problem is diagnosed.” 


pital in Montreal and their 
colleagues who collaborated 
оп the review, believe the 
raised risk is due to the re- 
duced blood flow to the brain 
that occurs during a migraine. 

Ischemic stroke, which is 
caused by a blood clot that 
blocks a blood vessel or artery 
in the brain, is the most com- 
mon type of stroke. 

Millions of people suffer 
from migraine, a severe throb- 
bing headache that can cause 
vomiting, nausea and a sensi- 
vi to light, sound and 
„smells. The cause is unknown. 
. The scientists called for 
"more research into the link 
between migraine and 
“stroke risk, Reuters 


BOSTON—Women who try to 
give birth naturally after having 
had a Cesarean section face a 
slightly higher risk of serious 
medical problems, according to 
a comprehensive study released 
recently 

"The finding, based on the cas- 
ез of more than 33,000 women 
and published in the New Eng- 
land Journal of Medicine, may 
help sertle a decades-old debate. 

Doctors used to think a wom- 
an who had delivered one baby 
via Cesarean section 
have all subsequent deliveries 


Risk seen in vaginal birth after Cesarean section 


should 


the same way. That belief was 
one reason surgical deliveries 
eventually represented more 
than a quarter of all births. In 
1981, only 3 percent of such 
women tried conventional labor 
if they became pregnant again. 

Because any surgery, includ- 
ing a Cesarean, poses risks, doc- 
tors tried to bring that rate down 
by giving women a chance to de- 
liver vaginally before resorting 
to a C-section, By 1996, 28 per- 
cent of those women were hav- 
ing conventional deliveries. 

But that, in turn, seemed to 


produce more cases where the 
Scar tissue of the uterus tore dur- 
ing labor—a serious complica- 
tion. That helped the pendulum 
swing back. By 2002, fewer than 
13 percent of such women were 
having their babies vaginally. 

‘The new study, led by Mark 
Landon of Ohio State University 
and based on data from 19 US 
medical centers, was designed 
to better assess the risks. 

The Landon team found that 
0.7 percent of women who had 
previously delivered by Cesare- 
ап section had their uterus rup- 


naturally. 


12 babies died. 


groups of women. 


concluded. 


ture when they tried to deliver. 


And while no babies delivered 
surgically suffered from lack of 
oxygen, there were 12 such cas- 
es among mothers who attempt- 
ed a vaginal delivery. Two of the 


The risk of death for the moth- 
er was the same for the two 


"The risks. may be higher for 
women who attempt a vaginal 
delivery “although the absolute 
risks are low,” the researchers 


Landon and his colleagues al- 
so discovered that the risk of 
uterine rupture increased to 1.1 
percent from 0.7 percent when 
the drug oxytocin was used to 
induce labor. 

In an editorial in the Journal, 
Michael Green of Massachusetts 
General Hospital said some 
women and their doctors might 
perceive the danger of trying a 
vaginal delivery to be small, 
while others may disagree, 

“Ultimately,” he said, “risk, 
like beauty, is in the eye of the 
beholder” Reuters 
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Too hot for a man 


ATTENTION men: if you use a laptop and 
wish to father children someday, you may 
want to remove the computer from your lap. 
‘This is the message of Dr. Yefim Sheynkin, as- 
sociate professor at the urology department 
of the State University of New York at Stony 
Brook and director of the institution's Male 
Infertility and Microsurgery Department. 

Working with colleagues, Dr Sheynkin found 
that working with an LC (the researchers 
acronym for laptop computer) produced signif- 
icant elevation of scrotal temperature, 

"This lends them to recommend limited use 
ofan LC in a laptop position by teenage boys 
and young men in the reproductive age to 
avoid intermittent scrotal heat exposure. 


Lew sperm count 

How does using a laptop affect one's 
chances of becoming a father? 

Tn their paper, which appears in the December 
issue ofthe journal Human Reproduction, the re- 
searchers estimate that one in every five couples 
‘who wish to have children are unable to do so. 
"They say that in over half of these instances, it is 
because the men have low sperm counts. 

One possible cause of low sperm produc- 
tion may be attributed to elevated tempera- 
tures in the testes, a condition known as scro- 
tal hyperthermia. 

Other studies have also suggested that 
driving for long periods and a sedentary job 
may affect sperm production. 

‘What do using a laptop, sitting at a desk, 
and driving all day have in common? They re- 
quire men to sit down for long periods of 
time. 

Now generally, when a man sits down he 
doesn't put his legs together as a woman 
would. However, over time, a man driving or 
sitting in the office would shift his position, 
and occasionally bring his legs together. And 
a man working with a laptop will move it clos- 
er toward him and put his legs closer to each 
other to give the computer a stable base and 
make sure the laptop doesn't fall. 


Making sperms thrive 

So what's bad about a man sitting with his 
legs closed? 

The scrotal sac is located outside of the 
male human body—as opposed to the ovaries 


which are inside a woman's body—because 
sperm thrives in an environment that is just a 
couple of degrees cooler than the tempera- 
ture of the human body. 

If the testes were inside the body, sperm 
production would either slow down or cease 
completely. 

When a man brings his legs together, he's 
actually raising the scrotal temperature, al- 
beit very slowly. 

Sheynkin et al. set out to find just how much 
the scrotal temperature changed when a man 
used a laptop computer cradled on his lap. 

They worked with 29 male volunteers be- 
tween the ages of 21 and 35 in two sessions, 
each lasting an hour. Prior to the first session, all 
29 men, who were dressed in the same casual at- 
tire, had their body temperatures recorded. 

‘Thermometers were attached to the outside 
ofeach testis to measure changes in the scrotal 
temperature. The men then entered a room, 
their bodies given 15 minutes to adjust to the 
room temperature, and then were asked to sit 
on chairs for an hour asif they were using a lap- 
top cradled on their laps. 

Scrotal temperatures were measured every 
three minutes, and when the hour was up, 
their serotal temperature had risen an aver- 
age of 2.1 degrees Celsius. 


Pentium 4 laptops 
In the second session, the men went 
through the same procedures but this time, 


they were each given an activated lap 
top—the researchers say only that these lap- 
tops were both Pentium 4 units—and were 
asked to sit with the unit cradled on their 
thighs for an hour. 

At the end of the hour, the researchers 
found that the scrotal temperatures had risen 
by 2.8 degrees Celsius on the right side and 
2.6 degrees Celsius on the left. 

Ima press release, Dr. Sheynkin says these 
results show that scrotal hyperthermia is pro- 
duced both by special body posture and local 
heating effect of the laptop. 

But how much does the scrotal tempera- 
ture have to rise and how long must it stay el- 
evated to negatively affect sperm produc- 
tion? 

The paper cites other studies which say 
that a temperature shift of just 1 degree Cel- 
sius is enough to affect sperm production. 

Sheynkin et al. note that in their study, 
when the men used the laptops, such a shift 
happened within 15 minutes. 

Other studies cited showed that several 
years of elevated scrotal temperatures nega- 
tively affected sperm production. 

"Would several hours of computer use be 
enough to cause low sperm counts? Sheynkin 
et al. say further studies of this type of ther- 
mal exposure are needed. 

In the meantime, consider turning the lap- 
topinto a desktop. 

E-mail the author at massie@massie.com. 


other. 


phases. 


lasts 


to five years. 


complex, 


Hope for falling, 
thinning hair 


HAIR loss is a problem that af- 
fects both men and women. 
‘About 87 percent of the popu- 
lation suffers: from falling or 
thinning hair at one time or an- 


Each individual hair has a 
life cycle of about four years, 
and each follicle has an aver- 
age of 25 life cycles. The hair's 
life cycle is divided into three 


The first is the anagen or the 

"on" or "growth" phase that 
approximately 

days, but can range from three 


Next is the catagen or re- 
gression phase, when hair folli- 
Чез rapidly decrease in vol- 
ume, pigment formation stops 
and shrinks below the surface. 
‘This phase runs approximately 
from three to four years. 

Finally, there's the telogen 
phase or the “resting” or “off” 
phase that lasts about three to 
four months. In this state, hair 
is shed, hair follicles retract 
and their bases move up to- 
ward the surface of the skin. 


60-70 strands per day 
Because some hair follicles 
have shorter life cycles than 
others, about 60 to 70 hair 
strands fall out naturally and 
normally every day, even as 
new ones appear. Hair loss oc- 
curs when hair falls out im 
greater quantity than is normal 
as a result of the length of the 
telogen phase, which increases 
in relation to the anagen phase. 
The causes are multiple and 
and a distinction 


should be made between tem- 
porary and permanent hair loss. 

‘Temporary hair loss may be 
caused by a number of factors 
including physical and psycho- 
logical ^ stress, сепа 
medicines like anticancer 
drugs, deficiency in certain nu- 
trients and hormonal changes 
due to pregnancy. 

Permanent hair loss may be 
brought about by bacterial in- 
fections, certain dermatologi- 
cal and immunological disor- 
1,000 dersand inherited genes. 
Male pattern baldness 

The most common form of 
hair loss is baldness called an- 
drogenetic alopecia, more com- 
monly known as male pattern 
baldness. It affects around 85 
percent of all genetically pre- 
disposed men between the ages 
of 25 and 30. Its characterized 
by the progressive miniaturiza- 
tion of the hair follicles which 
inhibits hair strands from grow- 
ing. As a result, hair thins on 
the crown, while the hairline 
recedes in an M-pattern. 

‘Minoxidil Regroe, recently 
launched as an over-the- 
counter hair and beauty prod- 
uct, is one of the most effective 
treatments for androgenetic 
alopecia because it works grad- 
ually by enlarging hair folli- 
cles, With the regular use of 
Minoxidil Regroe, hair follicles 
are stimulated so hair strands 
increase in length and thick 
ness. Pigmented hair can grow 
from three em or more within 
six to 12 months of continuous 
use. 


ASK THE DENTIST 
Paul R. De Castro, DMD 


Teething 


MY 4-month-old baby girl is teething. She is always in a bad 
mood, if she is not crying. We tried all sorts of pacifiers and now 
we have a hard time feeding her. What can we do? —Jake L. 


‘Teething is a tough time for children because the tooth is slow- 
iy coming through the gum and the child can be irritated because 
of the changes. A coo! teething ring can calm her down and you 
сап try applying teething gel available in some dental offices. 
Some use tamarind as an herb. You can try this but remove the 
seeds of the tamarind before applying. 

E-mail your at dentalgs@yahoo.com. 


The Net can now 
detect diseases 


SCIENTISTS are using a new way 
to detect diseases via Internet. 
Developed and designed by a 
group of Russian and Taiwanese 
scientists, the all-dimensional au- 
tomatic reflective diagnostic ki- 
netic (ARDK) isa consolidation of 
40 years of research studies, It is 
being used by cosmonauts to 
monitor their health status while 
in space, 

ARDK does not need a compli- 
cated clinical test, The method of 
treatment is practical, convenient 
and inexpensive. With the use of 
the Internet and a safety gadget 
attached to the meridian points of 
а patient, it can detect diseases in 
fiveto 10 minutes. 

Dr Sonny Viloria, a medical 
doctor with extensive training on 
natural medicine here and 
abroad, said “ARDK is used for 


hard-to-diagnose health problems 
and to find out the root cause of 
an illness like chronic degenera- 
tive and infectious diseases. 

Also, it provides comparative 
statistical information on the 
overall health status of body or- 
gans and can even foretell ten- 
dencies of malignancies, a pastor 
ongoing health problems even 
without any manifestation for 
less than P1,000. 

Viloria, a regular health lectur- 
er in dzRH, dzBB and dzEC, will 
hold an ARDK services with free 
medical consultation. For reser- 
vations, call 448-7625 or 736- 
0844. Free medical consultation 
ends today at Room 205, CRB 
Building, Edsa, Cubao, Quezon 
City (across Farmers” Market 
and Room 303, Tiaoqui Building, 
Plaza Sta. Cruz, Manila. 


The reality behind the physics Olympiad 


(Conclusion) 


THIS is the second part of a letter from Na- 
tional Institute of Physics assistant professor 
Perry Esguerra, head training coach, where he 
discussed the country's performance in the In- 
ternational Physics Olympiad (IPhO): 

The IPhO is a competition among preuni- 
versity students, and in our neighboring 
countries, they are usually 18 to 20 years old. 
Our students are usually aged 15 to 17, but 
they have managed to hold their ground. 

However, in a highly competitive century, it 
does not hurt to try to improve things by look- 
ing at what our neighboring Asian countries 
have been doing well. The 18- and 19-year- 
olds of Asia are outperforming their counter- 
parts from the rest of the world; we want our 
15-го 17-year-olds to outperform the 18- and 
19-year-old Asians. 

Let me enumerate the challenges that we 
have to overcome. 

Our delegates have been exposed to physics 
fora shorter time than the competition. 

In many high schools here, the exposure to 
physics is only for one year; in the science 
high schools it can be two years (or three, but 
the mathematical sophistication of second 
year high school physics is not very high), 

In the Asian countries that have done well, 
the two years exposure to physics happens in 
ordinary high schools. Their science high 
schools have much longer exposure. 

Thus, although we have a bigger popula- 
tion, we have a much smaller base to choose 
from compared to other countries. If the na- 
tional plan to make physics optional pushes 
through, this base will become even smaller. 


Shorter training 

With the exception of the 1999 team, our 
teams have gone through shorter training pe- 
riods than the competition, usually just one 
‘summer, because of lack of funding. 

Without a guarantee that there would be 
money for travel and other expenses, i's not 


Eureka! 


Queena N. Lee-Chua 


good to start training. It would be heartless to 
ask students to give up their summer vaca- 
tions and their weekends for almost a year 
and then tell them they can’t go because there 
isno money. 

The IPhO is usually held in July. Indonesia 
starts training in August; Taiwan and Thai- 
land do this in October. indonesian students 


‘work only on physics for almost a year. They 
Чо not need to attend any other high school 
subjects as they are guaranteed admission to 
any Indonesian university of their choice. * 

We have less resources available for trai 
ing compared to the more successful Asian 
countries. Since 1999, there has been only 
one mainstay in the coaching staff (me). Im 
usually able to convince one young MS 
Physics student or one new BS Physics gradu- 
ate to help out. 

In some countries, e.g. China, about 15 
coaches are assigned to handle an initial 
group of 20 students starting in October, Sin- 
Zapore has the staff of the National Institute. 
of Education to handle training. 


Experimental training 

‘Our experimental training is almost nonex- 
istent. The equipment used for the experi- 
mental problems in the Olympiads are usual- 
ly custom designed. 

‘The experiments encountered in the first 
two years of university physics are usually too 
simple for the Olympiads. The theoretical 
training though is quite good. If only the the- 
retical part was considered in the IPhO in 
1999, one of our students would have landed. 
in the top 5 percent and another in the top 30 
percent. 

Now there are several activities that can 
help improve the public image of physics 
here. 2005 will be the international Year of 
Physics. There will be a Philippine celebra- 
tion. Some events can be accessed in the web- 
site. http://www gepcities.com/sppofficers/ 
IYOP/Calendar. JYOP Phil.html. 

Is there hope? | think there is. We do not 
need to fall for hoaxes in our effort to show 
Philippine triumphs. Just " Google" the fol- 
lowing to see what some of the best minds of 
the next generation have accomplished: Adri- 
an Solis, Rex Sayson, Sacha Chua, Juan Paolo 
Asis, Reinabelle Reyes, Joshua Jen Monzon 
and Felicia Maria Magpantay: 


World trends in children's growth and nutrition 


IN THE FIRST international symposium. 
on “Trends in Children’s Growth and Nu- 
trition” recently held in Bangkok, Thai- 
land, delegates and nutrition experts 
from Southeast Asia pinpointed ways of 
improving the growth and nutrition 
trends іп the region. 

Concerned with promoting world- 
wide children’s growth and nutrition, 
Kiddi Pharmaton, a Swiss-formulated 
children's multivitamin, hosted the 
one-day affair where distinguished 
speakers and experts in nutrition, child 
psychology and pediatrics shared their 
latest findings. 

Leslie V. Beck, a registered dietician 
based in Canada and best-selling author 
of five books on nutrition, spoke on nu- 
trition trends in developing countries. 


Unhealthy foods 

She cited the increased intake of un- 
healthy food due to the emergence and 
convenience of fast-food outlets as a 
leading cause of high cholesterol and 


Jack of micronutrient intake. 

To address this, she recommended the 
“insurance” of taking 2 multivitamin 
supplement daily to prevent diseases 
caused by multivitamin and mineral de- 
ficiency such as impairment of the body's 
natural immune function, 

Prof. Keith Wesnes, a clinical psychol- 
ogist, emphasized the need for children 
to have breakfast before starting the 
day. His latest study revealed that chil- 
dren who had breakfast in the morning 


and were subjected to cognitive tests 
during the day performed better than 
those who skipped breakfast. 


Crucial growth years 

He also stressed that the age of 6-12 
years isthe most important time to main- 
tain a child's health as these are the cru- 
cial growth years. 

Dr. Oscar Sanchez-Guerrero, a dis- 
tinguished | psychiatrist-pediatrician 
from Mexico, shared his findings on 


the relation of nutrition and child 
stress. He concluded that stress in- 
creased the child's energy-protein 
needs. This is because stress increases 
the metabolic rate of all bodily func- 
tions and to cope with this, a child will 
need the added nutrients like vitamins 
and minerals. 


Balanced formulation 
Kathy Te, international product man- 
ager for Kiddi Pharmaton, emphasized 


the benefits of the balanced formulation 
of Kiddi Pharmaton. 

She said Kiddi Pharmaton was scien- 
tifically formulated to address the mul- 
tivitamin deficiencies and to supple- 
ment the growth needs of children 
around the world. This, she said, was 
the commitment of Kiddi Pharmaton in 
improving nutrition of children on a 
worldwide scale, 


Improving kid's nutrition 

After the experts' presentations, 
the delegates broke into groups to 
discuss the nutrition situations in 
their respective countries and pro: 
posed different ways to improve chil 
dren's nutrition. 

"These include increasing food avail 
ability in the rural areas, educating 
children on healthy food, requiring a 
food supplement for growing children. 
and involving parents and their doctors 
in ensuring that the children get the 
proper nutrition, 
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Born on April 9, 1916 to the late spouses 
Atanacio Solis and Marciana Kasilag. 


WALDY KASILAG SOLIS 


of Taal, Batangas 


Passed away in the Grace of our Lord 
on December 17, 2004 at the age of 88. 


She is survived by her brother Marciano K. Solis, and nephews and nieces; Dolores 
Aquino Holgado, Elvira Solis Salamat, Franca Solis Salazar, Franco Carolino 
Solis, Felipe Carolino Solis, Amancia Solis Ko, Florante Solis Carandang, 
Florencio Solis Carandang, Cita Carandang Chavez, Lourdes Solis Alcayde, 
Leonardo Vergara Solis, Lydia Vergara Solis, Imelda Solis Wong, Aida Solis 
Domecillo. 


She is the youngest sister of the late Atanacia Solis Aquino, Judge Juan K. Solis, 
Macario K. Solis, Felix K. Solis, Vicenta Solis Carandang, and Dr. Martin K. 
Solis. 


Her body lies in state at the family residence in Taal, Batangas. Interment will be on 
Sunday, December 19, 2004 after the 12:00 noon Mass at the Basilica of St. Martin 
in Taal, Batangas. 


P Our Dearly Beloved 
DR. RICARDO GAELA IBARROLA, JR. 


of Lucban, Quezon 
Peacefully joined our Lord on December 16, 2004 
at the age of 73. 
(only child of Ricardo Ibarrola and Adela Gaela) 


His loving wife Concepcion; children Arleen Jenaro and Cecilia, 

Ricardo Il, Gig and Gina; grandchildren Gabrielle, Gelline and 

Gian; relatives and friends request the pious readers to pray for 

the eternal repose of his soul. 

His remains lie in state at La Funeraria Paz, Araneta Avenue, 
dl, Quezon City until December 19, 2004 and at his hometown 
[ residence in Lucban, Quezon from December 20 to 21, 2004. 


$e eaa D E on pones E ur E us San Luis 
^, Memorial Park after the Mass at the Lucban Parish Church. a 
Hio А 5 ATTY. WILLIAM T. CHUA 


s October 6, 1955 — December 13, 2004 


poser 5 2003 Jose Rizal Awardee for Excellence 
1 Human Rights Champion 


of Lucena City T 
Pencefully joined his Creator Quietly, he worked to help the poor, downtrodden and the victims of 
on December 16, 2004 at the age of 77. oppression. He was а light іп the dark. He was our classmate, our 


He is survived by his wife Carmelita Goduco Buenaventura; brother. 
his children Benedict, Dominic, Michael, Noel, Andrea, Gina, 
Carmela & Angela; grandchildren, brothers and sister, relatives 


& friends request pious readers to pray for the eternal repose We will miss you dearly, William, our man for others. 


of his soul. & 
i His remains lies in his residence at Carmelite Subd. Lucena City. $ 
Interment to be announced later. 
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"Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest." 
palag o eile: ia 
“ae Matthew 11:08 22 1 ue 
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*| can do all things in Him who strengthens me.” 
Our Dearly Beloved 


ROMEO ROMUALDO 
INES 


Now peacefully rests in the infinite 
Grace & Goodness of the Lord 
on the 16th day of December 2004 
at the age of 66. 


KC PEREZ DE VENECIA 


(April 6, 1988 — December 17, 2004) 


Beloved daughter to Speaker Jose and Georgina de Venecia, 
wonderful sister to Alexandra Haner, Leslie Norton, Vivian Garcia, 
Jose de Venecia III, Carissa Cruz, Felipe Cruz III, 
best friend and sister to Christopher de Venecia and 


He is survived by his wife Aida, granddaughter to Azucena Vera Perez. 


children Sheila & Ivan, Jojo, Erwin. 
and grandchildren Lucas, Noah, and Liam. ; : ^ " А " 
ЕЁ A fun-loving, passionate, sweet, intelligent girl who lived 


life to the fullest. She spoke her mind freely and loved with all her heart. 
Please pray for her eternal rest. 


His body lies in state al the Lumbang Chapel, 
2/F La Funeraria Paz (inside Manila Memorial Park), 
Dr. A. Santos Ave, (Sucat Road), Paraiiaque City. 


Her remains lie in state at Santuario de San Antonio Church, Forbes Park, 
Makati. Interment will be on December 22 at 10:00 a.m. 
at Santuario de San Antonio, Forbes Park, Makati. 


Interment will be on Tuesday, December 21, 2004 al 
Manila Memorial Park, Dr. A. Santos Ave. (Sucal Road), 
Paraüaque City after the 2:00 pm Holy Mass. 


In lieu of flowers, the family would appreciate donations 
to the KC de Venecia Foundation. 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS 
© Copy of Death Certificate Ө Any Identification document (LD.) 


WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS 
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5: “Tam the resurrection and life. He who believes in Me 
will live, even though he dies, and whoever believes in Me 


will never die.” John 11:25-26 


NERI Y. TAN 


Peacefully joined his Creator 
on December 14, 2004 at the age of 58. 


The Department of Tourism 
and 
its attached agencies 


express their sincerest sympathies 
to the family of 


CATALINA SANTOS-DAKUDAO 


Tourism Attache - London 
His wife Mercedes; his children Christopher Jones, 
Christopher Neil, Chrissy Nigel, and Christian Marc Milo; 
relatives and friends request the pious readers to pray for the 
eternal repose of his soul. 


Born 16 October 1956 
Died 13 October 2004 


We join her family in their prayers 
for the eternal repose of her soul. 


His remains lie in state at Arlington Memorial Chapels, 


Her body will arrive from London, England on Saturday, У 
Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


18 December 2004 and will lie in state at the St. Alphonsus 
de Liguori Chapel, Magallanes Village, Makati City with a 
necrological Mass on Sunday, 19 December 2004 at 5:00 p.m. 
It will be flown home to Davao City 
on Monday, 20 December 2004. 


Cremation will take place on Tuesday, December 21, 2004 at 
The Heritage Park at The Fort in Taguig City. 


His ashes will be placed in its final resting place at the 
р Santuario de San Antonio in Forbes Park, Makati. 


Paks, 


«absent from the body to be present with the Lord." 
2 Corinthians 5:8 


pe Noy 


* PALBABST LOPEZ * 


Peacefully joined her Creator 
on December 16, 2004 at the age of 99. 


“Ako ang Muling Pagkabuhay, sinuman ang naniniwala sa akin kahit 
siya'y mamatay ay muling mabubuhay” John 11:25-26 


Ang aming minamahal na si 


EUSEBIA SORIANO BARCELON 


(ng Pulilan, Bulacan at New Manila, Quezon City) 


Her beloved husband Bernardo (1), children 


Francisco, S.J. (t), Alicia and Pablo Sr. (1). 
Bernardo (1) and Emma; grandchildren Raymond 
and Brenda, Peppon and Liza, Ricky and Sandy, 
Charry, Ditas and Francis; great-grandchildren 
Crisa, Patricia, Pepe, Ingrid and Luisa, request you 
in celebrating Lola Paz's coming home to the Lord. 


Her remains lie in state at the Ateneo de Manila 
High School Chapel, Loyola Heights, Quezon City. 


Funeral Mass will be on Sunday, December 19, 
2004 at 8:00 AM at the Ateneo de Manila High School 
Chapel. 


Interment will follow after the mass at Loyola „г 
ij Memorial Park, Marikina City. 
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|У. Ang libing ay sa Linggo, ika-19 ng Disyembre, 2004 sa Sementeryo ng La Loma, Quezon 3 


Bok, Para sa karagdagang impormasyon tumawag 5a 681-9940 کہددر‎ 


ay payapang bumalik sa Tahanan ng Ата noong 
ika 15 ng Disyembre 2004 sa edad na 89. 
Ang kanyang mga anak na sina LEONCIO, RENATO at VICKY: FR. TERRY, SJ, 
TERESITA: mga apo, kamag-anak at kaibigan ay humihingi ng inyong panalangin para 
sa kapayapaan ng kanyang kaluluwa na ngayo'y muling nakasama ng kanyang 
yumaong asawa, si EMETERIO. 
‘Ang paglalamay ay idinaraos sa Arlington Memorial Chapels, Araneta Avenue, Quezon · 
ity. a 
ty. „г 
2 City, pagkatapos rig banal na Misa. 


“We know that God raised the Lord Jesus from death. 
He will raise us to life with Jesus. He will present us, 
along with you, to God." 

2 Corinthlans 4:14 
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Gales “Kiling А АЗА DE 


Quer 16, 1956 - December 12, 2004 


Our beloved Kiling, peacefully joined our Lord on 
December 12, 2004 at the age of 48. 


Her husband Ricardo; children Marica and Rico; son-in-law 


Carlo Buenaflor; grandchildren Sebastian and Sophie; request 


the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


She will lie in state at St. Alphonsus Liguori Parish, Magallanes on Sunday, 19 December 2004. She 
will then be flown to Davao on Monday, 20 December to be with her family and friends in her 
hometown at the Chapel of the Saints, Shrine of the Holy Infant Jesus of Prague, Matina, Davao 
City. Funeral Mass will be held on Wednesday 22 December, 3:00pin. - 


For the needs of your departed Loved Ones, 
the following establishments can help you. 


METRO MANILA 
"LAS PINAS 
FUNERARIA FILIPINAS: 
187 Real S1, Zapola Alabang, Las Piñas; Төз. 872-0507 873-0024. 
"MAKATI 
DON BOSCO CHAPELS 
Pasay Road, Makan Cy. Tal 894.5932 lo 34 
FUNERARIA FILIPINAS. 
Bes J.P, Rizal St, Poblacion, Макан City Tals 890-3556; 899-8191 
LOYOLA MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
EDSA cor. Bernardino SL. бизбамре. Makati Сту. Tals. 895-1011 1019 
MALABED FUNERAL SERVICE 
З.А Coronado St, Guadalupe Ур, Макай Cay: Tel 890-69-18 
SANTUARIO DE SAN ANTONIO PARISH 
Forbes Park, Makan Ciy; Tol Nos 843-883800; Fax No. 849-6223 
ST ALPHONSUS MARY DE LIGOURI PARISH 
Magallanes Vilage, Makan Ciy; Tos 852-8226, 652-7284 
MALABON 
: FLORESCO FUNERAL HOME 
Я 219 Gon. Luna St, Concepcion, Malabon. Moro Manita: 
В Tois. 2812963, 2813034; 2810522 
L-MANDALUYONG 
SANTUARIO DE SAN JOSE PARISH 
К. East Groenhia, Mandaluyong Сау; Теба» 724-4139; 725-2044 
MANILA 
DULCE MEMORIAL SERVICES 
Joso Abad Sanios Ave cor. Dinalupinan St, Manuguil Manda 
"ol, 712-5102, 741.5125; 7418113. Fax No. 711-064 
LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 
180 CM. Recto Ave. cor Т. Mapua, Manlia; 
"tis 711-8931 to 35: 32.4795. 732-2827 
POPULAR MEMORIAL CHAPELS, INC. 
2141 Riza Ave.. Sta. Сл. Manta; To. Nos. 254-0867, 254-0839 
'ST. MARK MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
16-15. Tuazon cor Lorata St, Sampaloc, Manta: 
таз 149-3079, 701-1772 
UNIVERSAL FUNERAL SERVICE & MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
2028 Fizal Avo., Sta. Cruz, Mania, Тоз 63-4468, 4934540 
WELINGTON FUNERAL SERVICES 
" 1511 Gen. Luna St, Paco, Manta; Tol 302-5487 
marikina 
ERIC SANTIAGO MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
26 Bayanbayan Ave., Concepcion I, Marna Ciy: Tos. 942-6044; 475-1177 
Е SANTIAGO MEMORIAL HOMES 
9V. Gomez & 13 V. Gomez St, San Roque, Marikina Cy: 
“ol. 546-1725 о 646-1730 
LOYOLA MEMORIAL PARK CHAPELS & CREMATORY SERVICES 
Loyola Memorat Park, A. Bonface Avenue, Tanong. Marsana Cty 
"el. 941-2198 10 8: 041-2870. Тойма 941.2577 
PAKET SANTIAGO MEMORIAL HOMES 
a эз V Gomaz St. San Rogue, Marina Сау; Tots. 049-1725; 640-1730 
MeARARAQUE 
HOLY TRINITY MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
Dx A. Santos Ava., Sucat Ra., Sucat, Pacanaquo Слу; 
"lis 025-1296, 825-1201, Тав 25-1314 
LA FUNERARIA PAZ, SUCAT, INC. 
Oz A. Santos Avo., Sucat. Paranaque. Тоз 820-152. 8250047: 625-2695, 
LINCOLN MEMORIAL SERVICES, IN. 
Ë Ground Foor, JEMP Bit, J. Сабат cor Mensarat Sie , haso |, BF Commercial Canta, 
Paranagua, Maro Mania 
RIZAL FUNERAL HOMES 
BIBT Oz А. Samos Avo, Sucat, Parañaque Ciy 
А таз. 825-1316: 828-9882; (0915) 712-1220 
"PASAY 
RIZAL FUNERAL HOMES 
420 Comentina St, Pasay Gy. Таш 831-1204 
VERONICA MEMORIAL HOMES. 
ila BL Marguo S17-A Ата St. Я 
Tels. 831-5797;844-7846, 843-1001: 48-4826 
PASIG 
ч ARLINGTON EAST THE GARDEN CHAPELS 
: C. Raymundo St cor Morcodos Ано. San Miguol Ave. Pasig Су. 
"ols. 747-0509, 747-0609 > Ток 641-1760 
FUNERARIA ANGEL QUIOGUE. 
'No 67 Pasig Boulevard Extension, Pasig Сту: Тө. 841-7909; 41-1735 
Quezon CITY 
ARLINGTON MEMORIAL CHAPEL. 
426. Aaneta Avenue. Quezon Сау. Tas 715-1025, 18-1081; 715-1027 
ТА FUNERARIA LAWRENCE BAQUIRAN 
#23 Pato В. Project 2, Quozon Ciy; Tal 4342268 
ТА FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 
изо. Aranala Ave. сог Канза St, Quozon City 
"os. 19-3000 1 11; 712-3001; 749-8802 or 05 


NACIONAL MEMORIAL HOMES 
264 б дап Avenue, Quezon Cay, 
‘ele 713.5231 t0 38: 714.0887: 714-0868 
SE PETER FUNERAL HOMES 
295 Quezon Aro. Quozon Cty, Teis. 372-5084; 410 28987 
"TAGUIG-PATEROS 
INERARIA ANGEL QUIOGUE 
yos Mao Mania: Teis 642-3010. 653-9502 
(OF MEMORIES MEMORIAL PARI 
CCatsadang Bago, Paters, Мело Manta: Tos. 642-5181 1082 
HERITAGE PARK 
Read, Fo Eontaco, Тос, мено Manta 
“Tots. (BL) 45294110 42: (TL) 845-2334 10 38 юс. 110/112. 


PROVINCIAL 
ALBAY 
иойон HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS, INC. 
Bugtong Road, Legaspi Cay: Тв. (05) 820-0188: 0817 2074152. 
*BACOLOD 
ROLLING HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC. 
Ground Fi озор наз Chapot Z1 Laceon Si. Mandalagan, 
Banog Су: Tol 438-7132 
BAGUIO 
LA FUNERARIA PAZ, 
79 Naguilan Ra., Bago Сау; Tel. (074) 
“BATAAN 


3397, (074) 4420117 


SANTUARIO GARDEN & CHAPELS 
“atsay Roos, Banga Cty Baaan 
"tes (047) 2970643: 7911768 
.BuLacan 
FUNERARIA TUASON 
Postaion, San Miguel, Bulacan 2011: Төн. 944) 784-0281: 578-0288; (0917) 895.0003 
“CAVITE 
FUNERARIA SAMSON 
145 Bayan Luma, imos, Cavi. Tes (046) 471-3878; 471-2675 
LA FUNERARIA SAPINOSO 
©. Trona SL. imus. Сай: 
тез. (046) 471.2366; (046) 471-4417: 46) 571-1878 


COSMOPOLITAN FUNERAL HOMES, INC. 
ve ts Lanos. Cebu Cay: Төв 231-0721; 231-3182 
CEBU ROLLING HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC. 
Coo лот AS. Fortuna Stoot, Banac. Mandauo Cay, Cabu: 


We accept Classified advertisements 


Lies Reenstment, ононе Bukang 


in Luzon 


Huki lalayo ka pa? Sa Inu, convenient na ul pal 


ismar” 


008245 46-2601 
“DAVAO 


COSMOPOLITAN FUNERAL HOMES, INC. 
Camus En. cor. Азга Sonics, Davao Cty 
"Tuis. (085) 227-1201: 227-1288 
“Locos 
LA FUNERARIA LAWRENCE BAQUIRAN 
#27 Craologo Si. Van. tocos Sor, Tl. 122 2730: 
"Ces (0817) 50136; (0917) 5680145 
"LAGUNA 
SAN RAMON FUNERAL HOMES 
2020 Brgy Dua, Sis Rosa, Loguna. 
"Tes (09) 837052; 531-1142, Fox (049) 531-4909 
ZUASOLA FUNERAL HOMES. 
Bror. De Romet, San Pabo Cay, Laguna 
“ols. 045} 582-1088; 6002914 Cal. Na (0911) 3016963 
‘PAMPANGA 
FUNERARIA PANGILINAN 
Santo Entierro cor P Burgos St, Locos Sur, Angelos Cily 
"Tet (15) 680-2080 | (018) 3228247 


(OUR LADY OF PEACE MEMORIAL PARK 
CHAPEL & SERVICES, I 
No 6 Cangra St, Angelo 
Tel No. 657-0762: 697-0026 650-2426, Fas 67-2764 
F. SANTIAGO MEMORIAL HOMES 
Guiang Bayan, San Mao, Puro Tols 649-5049, 942-4480 
HOLY GARDENS MEMORIAL PARK 
Thira Loval, Unstoppo Compier, Quazon Ave., Angono, al 
"los 651-1791; 651-0737 
MARIAN MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
Morcon Нау Anspoio, Mazai, Таз 645-1855 
"ZAMBALES 


DALLUAY MEMORIAL SERVICES 
#42 Uppor Katawan, Olongapo Cay 
тов. (04) 222.3005. (007) 811-1006. (047) 222-2812: (047) 224-2014 
OLONGAPO MEMORIAL PARK 
Doi Rosara St. Tapacunan, Sia. Raa. Olongapo 
“ol No. (07) 228-1682 


2» An obituary with a picture can be a 


p fitting tribute to your departed loved oe. 


Atos curing- INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 
© Copy of Death Certificate 
Ө Any identification document (1.D.) 


WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS 
and bank-to-bank payments 


DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT 
MESSAGE OF THANKS 
DEATH ANNIVERSARY 

REQUIEMS 
FREE OBIT DESIGN 


mri DAILY INQUIRER. 


ee EST 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2004 


Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Labor and Employment 


wn. CLASSIFIEDS ..————— 


Overseas WORKERS WELFARE ADMINISTRATION, 
OWWA Center Bldg., FB. Harrison St, cor. 7^ St, Pasay City 


Tel Nos. 891-7601 to 24 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID E € 


1. The OVERSEAS WORKERS WELFARE ADMINISTRATION through 
its Bids and Awards Committee invites all interested prospective | | ышт, 
bidders/suppliers to apply for eligibility and to bid for the provision of Cic UE 


Janitorial and Security Services for FY 2005 in accordance with = CTI 


the following terms and conditions 


PROJECT BUDGET FOR 


THE CONTRACT 


PRE-BID 
CONFERENCE 


DEADLINE OF BIDS 
‘SUBMISSION 


Security Services | Php 7,038,480.00 | Dec. 20, 2004 8:30am | Dec. 28, 2004 8:30am 


Janitorial Services| Php 7,801,983.72 |Dec. 20, 2004 1:30pm | Dec. 28, 2004 1:30pm 


2. Bid documents will be available for issuance beginning December 14, 
2004 (Monday to Friday) from 8:00am to 4:00pm at 3rd Floor, OWWA 
Center Bldg., ЕВ. Harrison cor 7th St., Pasay City, upon payment of a 


non-refundable fee of P1,500.00. 


Interested prospective bidders may obtain further information from the 
BAC Secretariat at these numbers : 833-0113 or 833-1010 (Telefax) 


The public bidding process shall be governed by Republic Act No. 
9184 otherwise known as the Government Procurement Reform Act 


and its Implementing Rules and Regulations. 


(OWWA reserves the right to reject any or all bids or any part thereof, 
to waive any informality therein and/or minor defect in the bids received 
and to award to the bidder whose proposal is the most advantageous 


to the government. 


(594) ALBERT О. VALENCIANO 
BAC Chairperson 


09 December 2004 


Thailand Campus 


Learn about Gems & Jewelry 


From the world's foremost authority in gemology 
70+ year history of excellence in education 
‘over 300,000 students worldwide 


GIA Graduate Gemologist Diploma 
The most recognized gemological credential 


G.G. Program starts February 14, 2005 
GIA Thailand Campus 


Bisco Tower-12" FI., 56/12 Sub Rd., Bangrak, Bangkok Thailand 
‘Tel: (662) 237-9575 / 77 ix: (662) 236-9829 
giathai@ksc.th.com www.giathailand.com 


никахта 5 
PUBLIC OF THE rss 
KAGAWARANNGEDUKASYON DOTE D 
DEPARTMENTOPEDUCATION. ta f 

apt copes Menten Avene Pg Cur 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


DepEd Procurement Service 
Decomeor 17. 2004 
тама PISUcOra2004 
To — : AllElgibio Supplier 
1 The Government ofthe Republi о! o Philippines through the Department ol 
осол (DupEd)-Th«d Elomentary Escalon Projact nonas o apply tna sum ot 
То Milton Eight Hundred Eighty Six Thousand Eight Hundred Forty Posos 
(Enpa06.840.0) being to Approved Budget tor the Contract (ABC) 1o pamanis 
{indar пе contact lo Panig ала Debary ct SBA 2005 Test Boots Ва reconed 
excuse cl o АВС shall Do лотаса нурак а! 8х7 opening 
Tho Deparmont of Edocaten-Thid Elementary Education Project through во Bids 
and Awards ботата пон кулов sealed Ваз rom egeto Socunty еа васе 
TorPrrung and Ооу of ЕВА 2005 Tesi Бом Tho raqurad murber of est 
pr 


Grade Level Foma | Forms | тош 
Grade? Sas | 29 | 10s 
байя EK i —| EF 
ZI se | Sme EC 
Giard TET LE SL E 


Ооруну ol io pantad Loi bookots is al DopEd- Ted Elementary Education Preget 
ПЕЁР) Con! Proc mplomentauen Support Unt (CPISU). s requred nat me 
bidder shouldbe or ай the total quantiles. 


Blog wi bo conducted rough ороп comoettve isting procodwos using non- 
Фести passai enters as spacia in No raglamacang ules and Regions 
Par A (ACA) of Парис Act No, 9184 (RA. S154]. harms known as tho 
‘Government Procurement Ratom Act. nd resincied 10 organizations wih at least 
шу percent (0s) marea or олоор copia! sock botongag 10 ciens ol o 
hippos, as epatood m борода Ac 583 (RA 5183) Оу Ваз kam Bidders 
"ono pase the онооно chack wi o opened. Tha process lr te lgay chook 
‘Sesenbod in бодот ої to Gang Documonis. TB. Tha iador wth tho west 
саас bo (LOB) shat advenca 1o Ina pos-quakteaton sago In oa o finaly 
eterna Ne fospansvaness fo ha laches! ana hnancal raquzomenis of tho 
grease Te солир пай man be award eo Lowest Calculated ала Respon. 
Bar CH] wna was аатта as such dung Ins posi-quateaten гос. 


"interested otl bidare may obtain kher nlrmalion (om and socuro mo basing 
"conan a ino Bs and Awards Сотто (SAC) wih ole абда a! 112A 
Mab Gg DepEd Compo Mera Avonua, Pas Ci. To! # (532) 696.643 or 
S2 381 Gcal 219, Рах 7 (632) 620-8542 saring December 2, 2004, or wi tho 
DepEd wosa at hp unm боро gov ph. 


А сото sot el bing documents may ba purchased upon submission of a lotor 
Qi mariro ino neovo ados and paymant ot @non-rlundeble oe of Two Trousend 
Five Hundred Penos (Php 500 0] tao Caser' Осе The om ol payant wi 
"hor bo i cas or by Cachiaranaqors Check. To ding Documonis shal bo 
"cad porsonal y a prospacive Bear or e auihonzo representa. 


Bie and ot roquiromenis must bo datvorad to ina Bulwagan по Karunungan, 
Piel Bunty L operant ы Educmon,Maraico Avoruo, Pasg Ciy on ог beo 
"Io AM on January 20, 2005 and musi bo necompanod by a Securty a torm 
of sank quaranta of ot ose man 1.5% of na Approved Budgol Tor ће Contact 
АВС, wa f cas, casters or cord chock or evocable aec ot rad ot nol 
рш han ona prcen (1%) o ino Approve Budgat or o Contract (ABC Lale Bes 
noa nt bo sccopto. 


Bids wl bo cpenod in ha prasance cf bidders roprosanatvos who choose о and. 
512.00 PM on January 20, 2005, ot Bumagan ng Karunungan, Aizal бобат. 
aparimont oi Eaucanon, Meralco Avenuo, Pasig Ciy. 


роого bid сотто, a prod conforonco v bo hol on January 6, 2005, 2:00 pam. 
‘lina venve isto m paragraph 7 


„ Tho DepEd BAG reserves Ine tto accoptorraget any Bi andio anal me bidang 
procos end roec! 8l xi at any no pna 1o contract award, about гозу cung 
fy abut 10 mo lected Bodor or Бодо, 


(Spd) JUAN MIGUEL M. LUZ 
Ungorsacrery and 


о-о 188242000) BAC Cnarman 


INVITATION TO BID “AS IS WHERE IS” 
Damaged Motor Vehicles 

2002 Toyota Corolla Altis/XEM-146 

2001 Toyota Revo Wagon/WTB-174 

1999 Nissan Sentra/WJX-375 

1996 Mitsubishi Lancer/UFD-532 

For particulars, call Philam Ins. Co., Inc. 
Dick Cariño. Tel.#878-54-57 

0. be 14 82000 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
‘Quezon City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


“The NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY (NFA) inves authorized dsirbutorsidealers 10 
apply lor ebay and os lor tho Supply and dove o De lanang dems for use at he 
NFA Central Otice эз lows: 


TENS APPROVED 
'BUDGET 
CET] 
8000016 


Suis Оф Camera, SUR 
181 peces tens amps ar yen 

жоу awardees) 

15:800 contains ol 5 galos each Puri Wair 


The schedule c ading actives Б as бона: 
December 11 lo 27, 2004 issuance of Lt ol Ebgty Requrements 
ind Ва Documents and Sebmsson 
ot Lener of Intent 
December 28,2004 (1000 AM). Prcbidang Canterence, 
10h Flee, NFA Boardroom 
January 1,205. Receipt and Opening ol Bits, 

(80-945 0) 10 Foor NEA 
Sdbmesen of Edgy documents 
and bid proposi 
Opening соку documents and 
bd proposals 
Броду стоса cedes among others hal e value ol he prospective ders largest 
элуе contact min те ас ice (2) years, ssid o curent pnces, completed wn 
{he penod and бтз: othe corra io be bid, must be at leas y percent (50%) of ho 
aprovad budget lor he contact 10 be bit. 

Брошу requirements and bidding documents may be secured rm the Ойсе ol 
the BAG Sectetana, Sin Flor Tengseo Buide, Natonal Food Authonty, 101 E. 
Rodnguez St. Avenue. Quezon Cy upon payment of P1,000 00, non readable fo. 
The Letter of Intent speciyng the equpmenilam to be ded shouid be submilod о 
the BAC бастала! aot alr ihan ihe dose of business hours of December 28, 2004. 
Bids for any or al lots should contorm wh the Bader s eter of Intent. For uriner 
игез. please сай Jose D. Cua a1 Tol No. 712-6813 (drezi hne) or Tel. No. 712: 
3941 up io 49 local 8923. 

NFA RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL 8105, TO WAIVE ANY 
REQUIRED FORMALITY IN THE BIDS RECEIVED. PROVIDED THAT SUCH WAIVER 
DOES NOT REFER TO A MAJOR DEVIATION IN A BID AND TO ACCEPT ONLY SUCH 
BIDS WHICH ARE ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 


(Sad. PEDRO S. HERNANDO, JR. 
Deputy Aómeistur & BAC Chair 


0000010 


(100/09 


POL December алан) 


2%, Repubie c tho Phippines 
cu) HOME GUARANTY CORPORATION 


INVITATION TO RE-BID 


The Home Guaranty Corporaton (HGC) is inviting all terested porties to participate 
Inthe теат of the long-term lease for the property described below pursuant to 
the decison of (he НОС Board of Directors to re‘ the same: 
PROJECT \VILLONGCO AREA NATIONAL GOVERNMENT CENTER - 
COMMONWEALTH ENTERPRISE ZONE PROJECT 

LOCATION COMMONWEALTH AVENUE, QUEZON CITY 
AREA 8222 SOM. 
MINIMUM BID PRICE : P80.00 por sqm. per month 
LEASE PERIOO 25years 
Tho schedule ol bidding actives is as іон: 
Issuance ol bid documents nciudng оизошу requirements, January 10,2005 
Pre-bid conlerence January 17. 2005 
Siar olsubmesono! «0500 requirements January 24, 2005 
Deadine of submission o ойуму documants 

‘and opaning of крону documents (PassiFel Села) February 7, 2005 
!ssuanco of notco of омуыму February 10,2005 
Deadina for submasion of bids and opening ol bids March 10, 2005. 
Tho bidder is advised io inspec! ha subject property lo dole lis actu condition. 
Panculars of ho bidding may be cblaned trom the Secretamot, Asse Disposal 
CCommilee-Vslongeo Area, NGC-CEZP at ho 4" Float, JADE Busing, 335 Sen. Gi 
-.PeyatAvoruo. Makau Сау. Other inquies изу 1 Ina bidding may bo mado at 
Tt тоз 067-32-90(697-32-86. 
Bid documents shall be avaliabio to nteocted bidders staring January 10, 2005 
‘upon paymant ol a ron-ttundabl fee ol PZ0.000 00. Ekgbéty requirements should 
Бе summed in а sealed envelope to ho Socratanat, Asset Disposal Commiao- 
Micogen Area, NGC-CEZP on or balore February 7,2005. The opening ol mo 
уру envelope wii bo haid оп Fobruary 7, 2005 at 10:00 AM, tho last day of 
the submission ol дому documents. 
Soniad bids should be итий (o the Socrotart, Ава! Disposal Commitee - 
‘Vilongca Area, NGC-CEZP on or bolora 10.00 AM, March 0,2005, al the 4" Floor, 
JADE Butang. 335 Son. GH J. Puyat Avonve, Makati Cy 
Tra sealed id shouid bo accompanied by a bid bord oquivalnt to 10% ol ona year 
rental in ne frm c cash or cared managorticashior's check payable to HGC 
THE НОС RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL OFFERS; TO WANE 
ANY DEFECTS OR TO ACCEPT SUCH OFFER AS MAY BE CONSIDERED MOST 
‘ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE CORPORATION. 


(5а) ARTHUR G. TAN 
Cnarman. 
Assot Disposal Comemitoa 


EEEN Ma 


a 


NEW GAMING CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 
SUBIC DIAMOND CASINO, an ntemationa! oporalion located in Subic Bay 
Freoport and opening in March 2005, is now hiring stall. И you are suitably 
quati fr any of tho postions usted and hava a pleasant persons 
feque your sorvices. You wil neod to have a desire to work in tho gaming 
industry and bo prepared to undergo a rigorous pre-salecon and interview 


A. TRAINEE DEALERS 


= Must pol have previous gaming experience 


VIP SERVICES. 


VIP Senicos Executive 
VIP Services Host 
VIP Receptionist 
Guest Relations Offcer 
All applicants for the above Positions A & B must moet the 
following criteria: 
Filipino Nationality 
University Graduate 
Good spoken Chinese (Реп, Cantonese or Mandarin) is an advantage 
‘Good spoken and willen English 
‘Age between 22-29 
‘Strong emphasis on personal appearance (and mathematics for 
Trainee Dealers) 
Subic Diamond offers an attractive remuneration package and other fringe 
Болай to Ine succosstul candidate. Wo wil also provide ad raining, unloms 
‘and meals. Applications must bo rocoived no later than OSth January 2005. 


€. BUSINESS ACCOUNTANT 


University Graduate о! Accountancy and а Cord Public Accountant 
(CPA) 
Minimum 5 years working experince in a corporate role, prelerably 
in entertainment / servicing industry 
Familiar wih Phiippina Tax (BIR) and compliance with Corporate 
Accounting requirements 
бош achiever, possesses leadership skis, sell motivated and can 
work with minimum supervision 
Mist possess excetent communication sklis - good written & spoken 
Engish essential and good Fukion prelerabla 
Recommending. designing and implementation ol any necessary cost 
contol 
Prepare monthly financial statements, report changes in cashilow 
status and budget variance as well as monthly invonlory evaluations 
‘Knowledgeable in payroll. computerized bookkeeping and other 
aspects ol accounting process. 
Highly analyical and must bo computer itrato 

АЙ positions, please send your application with full resume, two 
recent photographs, and contact phone number to: 

The Personnel Department, Subic Diamond Casino, Rm 114, Charlie 

Building, Subic International Hotel, Rizal cor. Sta. Rita Road, Subic Bay 

Free Port Zone, Olongapo City, Philippines 2200. 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


EMMIE С. SIDAYON, former Kabankalan 
Cashier, is no longer connected with 
PACIFIC PLANS, INC. since March 26, 
2003. 


DARLENE P. MONTEJO, former Cebu 
Posting Clerk. i» no longer connected with 
PACIFIC PLANS, INC. since April 10. 
2002. 


ROSALINDA P. PARAS, former 
Counselor with Code No. 79206 under the 
Quezon City Sales Office (QUESO) 1. is n0 
longer connected with PACIFIC PLANS, 
INC. since November 13, 2003. 


went гы. 


Any transactions entered into by the above on behalf of the 
company will no longer be honored as of their respective dates 
of separation. 


PACIFIC PLANS 


potes 1.2008 


REPUBLIKA NG PILIPINAS 
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
KAGAWARAN NG EDUKASYON 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION "m 
‘DepEd Compia Mario ware, fey 8 ta wesw! 
Pasig Ch, Phiponos: 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Tho Department of Edueston through ho Nabonai Ecucaton lasing and Resaaren 
Contar МЕТРО) s iig lacum pania to apply lor ly and to bd lor io folowing 
paces 
PACKAGE] GESCRPTON WEPROVEGBUBGET 
1 |e ening a Padagag of 2005 NAT Tost 90000 
сома tor Grado б and Year V 
+ Dalwory of Tas Воск, Answor лоо and 
Non Classtog Мастан. 
+ Relneval о! Tost Bookiats and Answer Shoots a 
рилип, Packaging о 2005 Natonal T 839700000 
Achavomani Tos (NAT) Tost Bootes or 
enr! tor Rogan’ and Brago) 
+ Dalwory ol той Воо, Answor Shots and 
‘Non Ciassitod Morera 
+ Removal o! Tosi боом and Answa Shoots 
T Ponting, Packaging ol Reading Tost In Engst 
эла Fano Tost Boots lor Grado I 
+ Dotvory c Tos Boots Ansiar Shoots and 
o Casstod Maton 
+ Roravaiol Tosi Bocas and Answer Shoots 
7 Faning ef 2005 Natal Аснамотоп Tosta [Р 
acing Tost оп Саввой Melons tor 
Grado VI. Yoar!(Rogui and Beige, WA IV 
(HAT) and Graco Roocng Tos 
"A iieri pertes may av ol tho aang decumaris upon submission oa Lover 
of mant эла upon payment ol a non-rouniabia lo at Two Thousand Pasos (P2,000 00) 
Sirang December 20, 2004 January 14,2008 tino ВАС Soctaaral Спс, Am 1244. 
Mab! Biog. DopE Compos. Pasig City or vis tho DepEd Waberio at Ш 
onem depodgorgb A pro. cenlranco wil bo hold on January 6, 2005. 10 00 ат ut 
legen ng Karunungan, Ras Biag. DepEd Сопіт. Pong Ci. Tha dandina for me 
mamon and opening ol bs shal b оп January 20, 2008 At a samo leno and paca 
‘monbonod above 
орва ВАС rostros Iv ght lo корс олу or al bids to wal daliconces omtodas 
wort inca assuming алу аидап whatsobvor 1o 01801 orponsos or losses mo bador 
"may incur ha proparton ol ha os. DopEG-BAC luto resorvas по пут о decir a. 
"asas cl Da, or nol awara th contact, and natos по assurenca Mat a conie! shall bo 
‘lord to es a osu ol tnis aon. 


TEI 


(893) JUAN MIGUEL M. LUZ 
‘Undorsaeotny 
Chokman Dope BAC 
СТЕ zs 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING DIVISION 
PASONG TAMO, MAKATI CITY 


Meis опе 


киде ST, ERMITA, MANILA 
зиз 
m 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


NAT 


LA 


prens 
Akan cit 
"битої 
pM 
Ain 


IMO NAN 


S SHE HIE, 


The Widest Reaching Classifieds 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2004 


RATE 
P245 per column centimeter 
разів 


DEADLINE 

for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Monday to Sunday 

12:00 noon 

before publication 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


‘REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


The 
Our newest phase 


mara 


Maia Alta 


ESTATES 


LA MONTAGNA 


Located in Teresa, Rizal, 
this peaceful community 


offers many attractions. 


For inquiries, please call 


634-9001 to 02. 


wwrwrerownasla.com.ph 


Cradled by the verdant hills of Antipolo, 


this well designed community features lalan-inspired ho 


surrounded by the amenities о comfortable living: 
Monthly amortization is as low as PH,000.. 


For inquiries, please call 634-9001 to 02 


PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 


DENTAL 


LADY DEST masas т 
їзїї 


PHYSICIRN/SURGEON. 


RAPID Tx VD-STD 
Ex SWEAT PORPLES КОЮ 
ALLERGY WARTS SKIN PEEL. 
15 Annapolis Greenhills 
coal 27612425 8am-7pm 


VDSTD Skin Clinic Rapid 
n 


Tx Comp Lab Tel B17 
Marineo 2178 P. Tamo Makan 


GARMA CLINIC 
VD SPECIALIST 


VAGINAL REP 
DISEASES 


Ф 
Wwrownasiacom.ph СӨТЕ ASK 


QUEZON спу 


тта 


Ro 


OPEN HOUSE 
Saturday & Sunday 


СОМИ ЛЕТАЛО 
Мо, B Purdue St, Cubao, 
Q.C. back of 
Stella Maris College 
OPEN BAM to 6 PM 
MON. to SAT, 

Tel. 439270619139474 


MASSAGE 


02-3233269 Male Factor 


ADAM'S APPLE 3605724 


тың тим MASCE Ий 
SOME ATHLETES 8327353 


MALE MASSAGE 
PINK 
374-8480 


MALE MASSUER 2515399 DAN 


* 10% DP move-in 
* RENT to OWN 
* Full Downpayment 


New MOVE-IN SCHEME 


FOR ONLY 1095 DOWNPAYMENT 
Live by the Bay! 


A 


BAYVIEW 


JUST A 10 MUTE DRIVE 
To mz AIRPORTEZ 
+ Brand new units now ready for occupancy! 
+ 1 Bedroom unit with toilet 8 bath 
70.50 sq.m. including 1 parking slot 
+ 20% downpayment with a monthly 
amortization as low as P25,888 per month 
= 388. 4BR Penthouse units from 
447.50 sqm. & up 
* Clubhouse, gym, playroom 
+ Swimming poo! with Jacuzzi 
= Maids room wi TEB 
= Laundry | Servico area. 


0% Interest in 2 
Years 


Avail of the Christmas promo 
before the "Price Increase" 
effective January 1, 2005! 


Single detached / No Identical Units 
Ready For Occupancy / Near Ateneo - UP — Miriam 


5 FIRST MANDALUYONG 
EMEN 


PROPERTY NETWORK INC. 
Roxremj Terens- 060-2126 "09175225950 


Email : fmpni€ yahoo.com 


OWNER/ DEVELOPER: 
JELP PEAL ESTATE NEV CORP 
Mobile No. 0918-9388798 
HLURB License to Sell No. 06232 


MASSAGE 8545348 WARREN 
UNIVERSE SPA 

Tel No. 410-1253 
+ Mr BODY PHYSIQUE + 
“IYA Kamias QC 4350978 


S] 


тим мэде Ue 0921-7509278 


THERAPCUTC MASSAGE 1920018 
REREKDLOCY 


BODY LAX 4144488 


AFEELS GOOD 4777584 


apa Cland o mk BIGOT 
Jojo HMS 0020-9635511 


REFLEX 09272045509 JOHN 


ard Massage 4210197- 
‘TUTORIAL LESSOHS 
LIGHT 6208216. 5301315. 
MISCELLANEOUS: 


pacon SERIES тиди! 
е 


PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES. 


AA MAIDS & YAYA 4336920 


E CITIHOMES 
© SMILE ANNEX 


for as LOW as 
P2,672/mo. 


PHUUAD, YAYA P2014 
ocd Mad Yaya Cook амат 
Good sid Yaya Boy 19021857 
Good ши Yaya oy 1572099 
dep Mex] BLU + швп 
NEED MAS штен? 


PACIFIC: MNOS, ETC : 

RE ions 73267 

38 узма 

иара читине nte 
Ea р. ma al 
WERUGNAT, tse KIA ит, изни 


TOATE REALS eget! CONCORDE RAT TTD 
c mg 


LIPAT BAHAY 


T31-6033-LIPAT 
BAHAY элё 40528 


P1Z0UITRIP 742-14-57 


come eis 
OUR MODEL 
unis 


Open daily 


Баа 


 MANDALUYONG 


ШШ cuum 

Quum 

poe 
DINE 


MARIKINA 
Brew 488 TID 298 SETZE 
QUEZON CITY 
= asco Castor 9210285 + 


ANDIK 3d Kamuning 
snos 921896 S220547 


Comm! 3Storey Fay 
Temi me. ace Û 
ae Pardo Soniego мема Fer. 
ENT VIEW sey dee Ae) cha Q6 
MAGNIRCENT MEW 04252 "9 sas 
OF MANILA BAY 
UNITS FOR 
SALE OR LEASE! 
Tee i Ule 
pe 


5236640 15236630 


р 
Binan f. Panda ым 


READY FOR OCCUPANCY 


TITEL 


SSM Brew v Cong. Ave SBR 
“в ame 206 № Аша SL 
бозо Phased Visayas Ave & 
29M. Sora nx UP. 83226501 
py 


Floors Unit Hse ts Lot, 
тек tm Hay. Кей ke 2 
Tamis Разм 0971-7039504 


BULACAN 
SAMPALOC AGILA 6830677 
GROTTO AREA IST 20788 
MANLA 


E Meycauayan Zbr 2b leg PLA 
Bnew. 0917-0550201 


san AMORES 


The Terraces, 
the panes тр Alta, 
dote ense 
I 
model homes called the 
ee 


| 
4 
i 


oo the Qood Life 
аа Price so Light. 


Monthly amortization is 
as low as P11,000. 
For inquiries, please call 
634-9001 to 02 


wwwcrownasia.com.ph 


“Maia Alta 


mlamang cit 
Crown Asia 


Tagayta 


Casimiro 


Casimiro, 


ZBNorthville 


Coastal Woods 
AN 
872-9982 * 805-2310 * 874-0486 * 0916-2614819) 


Casimiro Development Forte Realty 


Vint ur at www fortereatty.com 


Call us! 


СЕЕ 
омий нар 9051246 


KALOOCAN 


(1) Office/Residential 
Condo Unit for Sale (3.1M) 


4th & Sth Firs. wl Attic, 
'U-4/5-3 Sunshine Cond. 
9633 Kamagong St., SA Vilage, 
Makati City 
Floor area of 111.60 square meters 
For Inquiries contac 
Rey Jaucian - 8940012-13 
Mobile No. 091935802367 
E-mail auclan@pana.com.h 


Brokers are Welcome! 


SAN ЖАН 


Ralabow Vilage 5 LA 216m" 
РЗ Ve 600151 bc 25 


VILLA ANGEUCA LARA 
TA db зв PM 
Vie "8802891 doc 27 
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Eastwood City 


e Starorme Season 


Dec 18 (Sat), 8 PM 
Pop Pasko 
at Central Plaza 
A sparkling evening of 
popular holiday tunes from: 
Ogie Alcasid 
Kyla 
Luke Mejares 
and 
Ms. Regine Velasquez 
Directed by Alexander Cortez 
Script by Floy Quintos 


Dec 14, 16, 21,23, 28, 30/ 
(Tue./Thu ), 8 PM } 
Voices of Christmas | 


Eastwood City Walk 1 and 2 
will reverberate with f 
Christmas tunes sung by: H 


The Blue Crew Choir i 


Dec. 15, 22, 29 
(Wed.), 7 PM 
Christmas Music 
in the City 


Musicians playing flute, guitar, 
violin and accordion will serenade you 
with the season's melodies around 
Eastwood City Walk. 


. 
Fireworks Galore! 
Christmas won't be complete without 
Eastwood City's weekend fireworks spectaculars. 
All Fridays and Saturdays of December, 10 PM; 
Dec. 31 (Fri.), 12 MN. 


Must-see Musical 
What happens if Santa calls it quits? 


Find out the answer in “December Hints of Mistletoe,” 
a musical presented by the Koine Theater Group Foundation. 
Dec. 3, 10, 17 (Fridays), 7PM, at Eastwood City Walk Il. 


Dec. 25 (Sat.), 8 PM 
Paskoral 
at Central Plaza 


Enter the realm of the divine with 
soul-stirring performances by: 


UP Concert Chorus 
Montserrat Singers 
Bukas Palad 
UP Singing Ambassadors 
Joan Cano 
Directed by Alexander Cortez 
Script by Floy Quintos 


Dec. 31 (Fri.), 8 PM 
Pagsalubong 2005 
at Central Plaza 
Welcome the New Year 
swinging to the funky 
Latin beat of: 

La Carlota 
Sipol 
Paze Band 
Directed by Alexander Cortez 
Script by Floy Quintos 


х Dec. 13, 14, 20, 21,27, 28 
. s, (Mon./Tues.), 7 PM 
^w Acoustic Christmas 
* at Fuente Circle 


Relax with family and 
friends while listening 
to acoustic music from: 


Surreal and Mosaic 


Holiday Toy Fair 
Take your kids to a toy land of their dreams. 
Up to 7096 off on various items from leading toy distributors. 
Toy Town, Dec. 4-31, Eastwood City Walk 2 
Richwell Trading, all weekends of December, Eastwood City Walk 1 


Style Centrale 
Now open (beside Fitness First) is Style Centrale 
Where you can be hip without hurting your pocket. 


Eastwood City Bazaar 
Eastwood City's Night Market is back! Find all the Christmas 
gifts you've been looking for in this paradise of great buys! 
Over 40 stalls all around Eastwood City. 


Eastwood City 


A MEGAWORLD DEVELOPMENT 
Exclusive Marketing Arm: 


Eastwood Property Holdings, Inc. 
www.eastwood-properties.com 


Eastwood City, E. Rodriguez, Jr Ave (C-5), Quezon City 


Tel. 687-6770 to 74 { 
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By Charles E. Buban 


recently introduced its demo 
unit to show its would-be 
owners the new life awaiting them 
at this 53-hectare property being 
developed by Landco Pacific Corp. 
"This leisure farm was created to serve as a 
second home so the demo unit—called Casa 
Ponderosa— presents how satisfying and lib- 
erating it is being able to work on a generous 
amount of space (to plant on) set in an envi- 
ronment far from the noise and busy life of 
the city" said Maria Luisa Perez-Rubio, owner 
of the land where Ponderosa Leisure Farms is. 


ре" Leisure Farms 


Demo garden 

Casa Ponderosa features a demo garden to 
give lot owners ideas on what they can do 
with their own gardens through a showcase 
of plants, various flowers, or even farm plots. 
using various agricultural methods. 

Lot owners can also draw inspiration from 
the demonstration gardens, which showcase 
flower garden, vegetable, aquaculture, and 
herb and ornamental gardens. 


Three bedrooms 

Casa Ponderosa features three bedrooms 
each having its own pocket garden that can be 
viewed from the toilet and bath. 

‘The demo unit adopted a rustic Mexican- 
Spanish architectural design with the use of 
earth-tone stuccos, big picturesque windows 
overlooking scenic views, arched doorways, 
rustic tiles and living and dining room that fea- 
tures a terrace overlooking a landscaped lawn. 

'Ponderosa is envisioned to be a communi- 
ty in bloom. It was created for garden lovers," 


NOLI Locsin of Sta. Lucia Realtor won 
the Black and Decker stool making 
challenge. 


Ace Builders 
. Center 
opens at 
SM Fairview 


BUILDING a dream house is now as easy 
as shopping in the mall with the recent 
opening of the ACE Builders Center at 
SM City Fairview. 

‘This haven for home improvement and 
building supplies also includes an ACE 
Hardware outlet, a one-stop shop for DIY 
enthusiasts, As such, one can find a wide 
assortment of building products like lum- 
ber, pipes, fixtures along side power tools 
and electrical supplies all under one roof. 


Acer 


det EE 


up 


a 
E 
ACE personnel demon 


decorating techniques for ACE Paints 
like glazing, rag rolling and sponging. 


w 


“PHILIPPI 


THE PATIO, which provides a beautiful view of the rising sun in the morning, is perfect for 


barbecue parties for families and friends. 


said one of its marketing officials. 


1,000-sq-m lot 

Casa Ponderosa will be located on 1,000- 
sq-m lot, with up to 25 percent of which to be 
devoted for their homes and the remaining 
space to be used as an open space for flower 
farming, vegetable farming and other forms 
of gardening. 

Since the whole property is designed for 
those into gardening as a recreation, the de- 


veloper makes available gardening supplies 
and technology to lot owners and assures the 
maintenance of the garden whenever they are 
away. 

‘Completing this first-class development are 
24-hour security, potable water, communica: 
tion and main electricity lines, 13-meter 
right-of-way, eight-meter concrete road car- 
riage for the main road, six-meter concrete 
road carriage for the secondary road, and a 
concrete perimeter fence. 
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Editor Cesar D, Mangawang 


BIG picturesque wi 


ws overlooking scenic views highlight Casa 


Ponderosa's stately living room. 


You cen see it in the smiles, 
the joy, the laughter in your" 
family's faces. It's what you 
see from a family who enjoys 
а home where one can live a 
happy, well-rounded life. 

It's precisely what you get at 
The Trails of La Marea, where 
the homes provide for just 
‘about anything you need in. 

а place to nurture your family. 
‘So when you come home to 
The Trails of La Marea, you'll 
‘always be greeted by a most 
pleasant, welcome sight. 


The Trails of La Marea Isa 
community of American 
ranch-inspired homes. 
located right after the newly 
‘opened San Pedro exit, 


842 1360 
842 1251 
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THE BOSE SoundDock with the iPod 


| get for home use 


By Charles E. Buban 


HERE is little doubt that Ap- 

ple has a hit with its iPod. 

This portable music player 
about the size of a deck of cards has 
changed the way people listen to 
music. 

But the iPod experience is usually a private 
one, confining its crisp digital sound to head- 
phones stuck to one's ears. 

“The huge popularity of the iPod has given 
rise to a variety of accessories, including this 
latest stereo speaker from Bose, which is de- 
signed to work with dockable iPods,” said Wil 
son So, president and GM of Eleksis Market- 
ing Corp., exclusive distributors of Bose en- 
tertainment systems in the country. 


Expand and enhance 

The Bose SoundDock digital music system 
was specifically designed to expand and en- 
hance one's enjoyment of the music stored on 
the iPod or iPod mini. 

“Just slip it into the docking cradle and the 
system will turn your iPod into a nice bed- 
room or living stereo system," said So. 

A30.26 cm wide, 16.89 cm high and 16.47 
cm deep (at 2.1 kg), SoundDock's compact 
body will blend seamlessly into any room. 

“Its slim profile complement most rooms 
and with its glossy white body and large, full 
face metal grill, it can blend in with almost 
any decor," described So. 


Bigin sound 
Despite its small package, So said, the 
SoundDock has the ability to easily fill a 


decentsize room with music that most 
desktop systems would find it difficult to. 
match 

“This particular product features active 
electronic equalization that balances output 
ofall frequencies to provide natural tonal bal- 
ance and clarity throughout the audio spec- 
trum as well as a patented integrated signal 
processing that provides life-like, rich perfor- 
mance at almost any volume level,” revealed 
So. 

‘The SoundDock, which is available at all 
Bose showrooms, is one of the easiest to set 
up: just attach the dock slot adapter for the 
particular iPod size, connect the power cable, 
then place the iPod in the dock slot and enjoy 
the music. 

The iPod is also charged while it's in the 
SoundDock, 


SO, you've decided that condo living is 
what suits you and you're really bent on 
giving ita try. What do you need to do to 
get started? If you are like most people, 
you already have a'pretty clear idea of 
the specific living quarters you want to 
come home to, the kind of neighbors 
you would want to be mingling with, 
and most of all, the amount of resources 
you are willing to commit. 

A checklist of your personal prefer- 
ences will serve as an important guide 
in making a sensible decision. The goal 
is not to meet all your wants, which 
would most likely be impossible, but to 
manage your own expectations and 
avoid being overwhelmed with infor- 
mation. 

The next step is to shop for the best 
options you can find and weigh them. 
against your checklist. Be advised that 
anyone could actually be enticed to buy 
based on things that may seem nice and 
important but actually things you can 
do without. 


Pitfalls to avoid 
Here are five pitfalls to avoid when 
buying а condo: 


The Grand Solitaire 
Syndrome/The Loner's 
Asylum Syndrome. Un- 

less you prefer solitude it 
would be so much better to 


live in a condo located in an 
area where other people de- 
sire to live. For one, it would 
be safer and more fun to live in 
a community. For another, 
your property would definitely 
increase in value if more and 
more people flock to your 
area. This would be favorable 
to you, especially when you 
decide to resell or rent out 
your property. 

Fort Bonifacio is a classic example-of 
a budding world-class metropolitan 
center. A good number of the buildings 
that line up its corridors are condomini- 
um projects like the Fifth Avenue Place, 
which form part of its master-planned 
community blueprint. The high rate of 
condominium sale in the area is a good 
indication that its property value has no 
way to go but up. 


Terms of Indebted- 

is not the price that mat- 

ters when buying a condo but 

the terms of payment. For this 
reason, it has been used as a 
marketing too! well. There is 

nothing inherently wrong 
with this except that it can be 
misleading to the uninitiated. 


Hidden or implied costs, if there are 
any, are usually presented to the client 
when he has already made an initial in- 
vestment. These details are usually 
glossed over by the salesperson under 
the presumption that such costs are 
standard industry practice anyway. 
More progressive real estate develop- 
ers, like Robinsons Land Corp. (RLC), 
however, employ a completely opposite. 
approach to setting the terms of pay- 
ment. With its thrust of giving its clients 
payment terms that are consistent with 
their financial situation, the company 
offers not just affordable options but 
stretched and interest-free monthly 
payments and lower reservation fee. 


The Bottleneck May- 
3 hem. A great location 
usually comes with traf- 
fic jams on the price tag. Un- 
less it's an easy walking dis- 
tance away from your work- 
place, better think of it as un- 
desirable location. There are 
indeed better places to spend 
your life like inside a master- 
planned city where traffic is 
virtually unknown. 
‘The Fifth Avenue Place is strategical- 
Iy located inside Fort Bonifacio City. It is 
highly accessible from several impor- 
tant city centers and ports of entries in- 
cluding the Makati and Ortigas business 
centers, the C-5 and South Luzon Ex 
press Way. This is especially ideal for in- 
dividuals and families who are con- 
stantly on the move to visit friends and 
relatives elsewhere. 


The Neighbor from 
Д The profile of po- 
tential owners may be a 
strange consideration but if 
you are a yuppie, a young cou- 
ple, a small family or a recent 
retiree you would want to. be 
sure its a wholesome commu- 
nity you'll be mingling with. 
The last thing you need is un- 
reasonable next-door neigh- 
bors who unwittingly impose 
their eccentric antics on you. 
Before buying, check out the 
developer's target market and 
make sure you fit the profile 
The sales and marketing services de- 
artment of Robinsons Land noted that 
ih Avenue Place is highly ideal for 
singles, starter couples, small families 
and even empty nesters. Future tenants 
are also allowed to combine nwo units 
into one depending on their unique 
needs. A harmonious community of ten- 
ants is one of the few priceless privi- 
leges you can enjoy in the right condo 
and it takes just a little background. 
check to find out. 


а oy 


5 things to watch out for when buying a condo 


The Difficult Develop- 
er. Dont let the great lo- 


5 cation and the blueprint 


for a condo unit distract you 
from the developers reputa- 
tion. A little background check 
on the developer would tell 
you how much risk you are as- 
suming. A developer is known 
by the list of successful pro- 
jects he keeps. 

One good thing to ask the salesman is 
a list of the developer's previous pro- 
jects, With an impressive track record 
that includes 18 malls, three hotels, sev- 
eral residential subdivision develop- 
‘ments and six residential and office 
buildings, that include ready for occu- 
pancy condominiums like Robinsons 
Place Residences and the Galleria Re 
gency, RLC is known for completing 
projects on time and on specifications. 


First pouring of West Parc's Alder building completed 


THE FIRST pouring of concrete on the 
foundation of the Alder building—the 


first building of the two-phase, seven- 
tower West Parc project--has been ac- 
complished, according to Filinvest Ala- 
bang Inc. 

"The ceremony was witnessed by about 
30 of West Parcs first batch of 100-plus 
buyers. Located within FA's Westgate Dis- 
trict in the Filinvest Corporate City in Ala- 
bang, West Parc targets first-time condo- 
minium unit buyers in the mid-range mar- 
ket within the southern Metro Manila- 
Cavite-Laguna-Batangas-Quezon areas. 


First phase of dev't 

Матин: after popular tree species, the 
Alder, Birch and Cedar buildings will 
comprise the first phase of development. 
Each tower offers 119 residential units 


and a limited number of commercial 
units on the ground floor 

Buyers who were informally inter- 
viewed during the post-pouring recep- 
tion say that what made them decide on 
West Pare were not only the location and 
the developer's reputation, but also the 
architecture of the units. “The setup of 
(West Parc) is not like a condominium or 
an apartment, but like a house," said one 
male buyer in his late 40s. "When I saw 
the model unit, 1 felt was walking intoa , 
two-story house and not a condo.” 


2-story-house ambience 

Rogelio б. Villarosa of R Villarosa Ar- 
chiteets, managing partner of the pro- 
jects architectural consulting firm, con- 
firmed that, indeed, the bilevel design of 
West Pare intentionally creates a rwo-sto- 


ry-house ambience. "Key architectural 
design clements contribute to this ef- 
fect,” said Villarosa. 

Said Villarosa: “As you enter the main 
door, the main stairway is instantly visi- 
ble. That, combined with high ceil- 
ing—a ‘cathedral ceiling-—in the stair- 
well, creates a feeling of great space. To 
give an element of surprise, the main li 
ing area was designed to be much wider 
than the foyer. When one enters the foy- 
er, one perceives a sudden widening of 
space.” He explained, "You don't have 
the feeling of confinement brought 
about by walls on your right and left. The 
perspective one gets as he enters the unit 
is very unlike what one gets in a boxy 
apartment.” 

Bedrooms are in the upper level, so 
there is maximum privacy for unit own: 


ers when entertaining visitors. "The 
bilevel architecture also allows the use of 
bigger closcd-closet space, since the clos- 
ets occupy the upper part of the corri- 
dor," added Villarosa. (In bilcvel condo- 
miniums, there are hallways only on ev- 
ery other floor) 

“Another plus for residents is a utility 
area constructed right beside the 
kitchen. The utility area's lower portion 
can serve asa laundry area, while the up- 
per part can house the compressor of a 
split-type air-conditioner,” he said. 


Affordable investment 

West Pare ss an affordable investment 
with studio units going for as low as 
P10,500 per month. The project is locat- 
ed a few meters away from the Alabang- 
Zapote Road and is in close proximity to 


Ace Builders Center opens at SM Fairview sm 


арат 


Opening rites 
A simple ribbon-cutting ceremony followed 
bya lion dance suspi 


usly opened the center. 


existing developments such as the Festi- 

Supermall, PriceSmart, Alabang 
Town Center and the Northgate Cyber- 
zone. 

Each building of the Phase 1 develop- 
menr will have seven bilevel floors with 
bilevel units for two and three-bedroom 
units, and two types of studios—all of 
which were designed with space flexibil- 
ity in mind, The ground floor of each 
building will have spaces for commercial 
establishments such as coffee shops and 
restaurants, and/or for facilities such as 
a gym and day-care center. 

Amenities like a lap pool, landscaped 
gardens, a childrens pool and play- 
ground keep residents fit and their kids 
busy and happy. For entertaining, there's 
a function room and a cabana for our 
door barbecues, 


ГЕНЕ, 


Sharing honors were Delta Wood president 
Alvin Hung, Exclusive Wood president Johnny 
Chan; and Matwood president Arturo Dee, as 
well as Ace president Johnny Cobankiat. 
There was more building fun during the 
day with a fashion show by Freego, a ceramic- 
making contest and a Black and Decker stool- 
making challenge participated in by PBA 
players Noli Locsin and Kenneth Durendes. 
Shoppers at the new ACE Builders Center 
will not only be amazed by its wide selection of ¥ 


home improvement items, but also byitsexcit- Ё М 
Е 
{+ > == (A) м 4 


ing promotions. Every P500 purchase until 
Dec. 31 entitles one to a raffle coupon and a 
PARENTS of ACE'S Johnny Cobankat, Juanita Co and Atilano Co Chin Hua with daughter In 
law, Aida Cobankiat at the ACE Builders Center opening 


| корр: i 


LION dance welcomes shoppers at the New АСЕ Builders Center 
in SM Fairview. 


chance to win a brand-new Nissan Frontier, 
The ACE Builders Center is located at the 
ground floor of the SM City Fairview Annex. 
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By Pinky B. Cruz 


"There was a great deal of confusion and 
laughter and nois ... of knives and forks, of 
corks and glass-stoppers.” 

—James Joyce 


1DON'T really know why but 1 turn nostalgic 


e 
as soon as Christmas season ushers in. It must 
be the cool breeze that gently embraces the 
child in me. My favorite blankets seem unwill- 


ing to part with 


COMMENTARY ™, His time 


and it takes a lot 


e 
of snooze and 
snuggles to finally bring me up. My mornings 
become as languid and assuring as these 


cloudy days. It must be the air of the auspi- 
cious Holidays. The reminiscences of Christ- 
mases past when all I ever anticipate is to 


2 e 
wake up in the smell of hot chocolate and 
slowly roused from sleep by the blinking of É 
my mom's old-fashioned Christmas tree. e 


Lately though, it takes gritted teeth to get 
into the Christmas spirit of my childhood. 1 
need to silence all the noises in my wandering 
mind and quiet my emotions to the things 1 
have loved about the whole festive period: 
the shopping and the decorating, 1 have come 
‘up with a wish list or things I promise myself 
to do before Christmas ends. 

1. Gathering of favorite people at home, 
talking about a zillion things on life and how 
time so easily sneaked up'on us. A tradition 
can become one old cycle. But, life is about 
getting happiness in the simple pleasure of 
family gatherings. Going back to my roots has 
been a rollercoaster ride of laughter and plain 
cozying up. Making my home ready for 
Christmas can become an event in itself, what 
with the help of yuletide color and one witty 
concept. A travel back in time can spring from 
a well-planned painstaking attention to de- 
tails, in the midst of the pure excitement of 
the day 

2. Giving can be fun--an occasion when 
опе becomes creative in choosing the right 
thing to give, to whom and how much can the 
budget be stretched. Remember, we don't 
need to spend much to give memorable gifts. ` 
"The prospect of making the recipient smile 
makes it all worth it, especially from those 
who can't give back: The best kind of giving ; 
there ist Я 

3, Buy what you love even without any im- 
mediate use for it. And without calculating 
the cost. We are so stingy sometimes with our 
own cravings we end up with a longing heart. 
1 give something myself I love when 1 travel. 
105 no different during Christmas. Buy some- 
thing really special for yourself to earmark 
this most giving month! 

4, Set the stage for the Holiday snug! Fuel 
the heat that would not come from the candle 
lights or the roasted pig, but from the warmth 
of your presence. Be clutter-free. Take stock 
of things that matter most and set aside work 
concerns. Welcome the invitation to just deco- 
rate the Christmas tree with your family or 
dig in at old photographs in your “baul.” En- 
Joy the freedom to just be. It's hard to miss out 
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Canyon Ranch offers a spectacular 
gateway and suburb to Makati 
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THEFREEMONT suite features a living room, dining room, two toilet and baths and three bedrooms. 


REFRESHING community is 
Ax fast taking shape in the 

more affluent area of Cavite 
City. Canyon Ranch a perfectly or- 
chestrated master-planned resi- 
dential development in San Lazaro 
Leisure Park is now gearing con- 
struction of its model homes. 

The model center fittingly called “Canyon 
Ranch Street of Dreams” covers a total of 
4,000 square meters and will feature a pre- 
sentation/visitors area and three Canyon 
Ranch house models—the Freemont, Delano 
and Atherton. 


5 attractive residential houses 

The Canyon Ranch community offers five 
attractive residential houses with varying 
floor layouts and lot sizes to choose from. Ali 
homes are Californian-inspired, but individu- 
ally decorated giving its own distinctive 
charm and character. 

* The Irvine priced at P2.96 million is 
perfectly suited for small families at 80 sq 
m. Its bright and airy rooms include a living 
and dining area, two toilets and baths and 
three bedrooms. 

* The Delano collection priced at P3.68 
million has similar features to Freemont but is 
slightly smaller with a floor area of 101 sqm. 
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* The Freemont suite at P3.93 million is a 
105-sq-m house and lot. Its modern façade, 
double-height-ceiling living area and pic- 
turesque windows with view decks make 
Freemont a welcoming and friendly home for 
a medium-sized family. It features a living 
room, dining room, two toilet and baths and 
three bedrooms. 

* The Berkeley collection at P8.1 million 
has a spacious floor area of 200 sq m and is 
excellently suited for big families. It features a 
living room, family den, dining area, three 
toilets and baths, powder room and four bed- 
rooms. 

* The Atherton series priced at P12.6 mil- 
lion is the largest house model in Canyon 

Ranch at 280 sq m. 
Located at the ridge 
area, the Atherton 
homes offer the most 
commanding vistas 
of Laguna de Bay and 
Mt. Makiling. The se- 
ries features a living 
room and family 
niche and den with 
double-height ceil- 
ings, a dining area 
which opens to your 
very own Janai, five 
toilets and baths and. 
four bedrooms. 
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des Spectacular 
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A flagship devel- 
opment of Century 
Communities Corp. 
in partnership with 
Manila Jockey Club, 
Canyon Ranch is po- 
sitioned to be the 
finest gated residen- 
tal community in 
Cavite. It is located in. 
an inviting part of 
Cavite characterized 
by rolling topogra- 
phy endless vistas 
and an adventure- 
laden facility. 

“Canyon Ranch of- 
fers а spectacular 
gateway and suburb 
to Makati while offer- 


ny 


mg 
But 
no sense of 
m but spac 


teem with 
ire bargain 

gner labels, , 

buys, 


taurants. 


ing a breath of fresh 
air and health living," 
says Century Com- 
munities Corp.'s COO 
Marco Antonio. 

Only four exits 
from Makati, homes 
at Canyon Ranch of- 
fer the breezy and 
relaxed environ- 
ment of the South 
combined with the 
modern conve- 
niences of a next su- 
per city. Also, fully 
integrated in the 
community is a com- 
mercial multiplex. 

Also very close are 
shopping destina- 
tions like the SM Das- 
mariñas, Alabang 
Town Center, Festival 
Mall, SM South and 
and Robinsons Mall. 
Nearby schools are 
the De La Salle Can- 
lubang, Woodrose 
and Brent Interna- 
tional Schools. 

For spors and 
leisure, world-class 
golf courses within 
the areas are the 
Manila Southwoods, 
Sta. Elena and the 
Canlubang Golf and 
Country Clubs. Lik 
wise in close proximi 
ty are industrial 
parks. 


Walk the streets of Rockwell and 
feel a dose of Beverly Hills. The 
neighborhood wears the charm, 
the soul and the attitude of a place 
that doesn't need to prove 
anything anymore. 
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Exclusive as it is, Rockwell is not the 
bastion of “The Stepford Wives”. It is 
not rigid, imposing nor intimid 
Smiles are casual, real and warm. 


Quite a dream place that you can 
have. The price is within your league. 
But the feeling is close to fantastic. 


Rockwell Information Center, 
Rockwell Drive 
Estrella St., Makati Tel 


890-6888 / 756-5022 
J Quá 


corner 
No. (632) 


wwwe-rockwellcom 
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Reinventing the Filipino home: Smaller but better 


By Marcos de Guzman Jr. 


WHEN ONE thinks of a Filipino home, stan- 
dard images are of a “kubo” with nipa roofing 
and "sawali" walls. However, isn't it more ap- 
propriate to think of a home designed for the 
Filipino... his needs, his habits, his way of life 
and even his budget? 


White elephants 
Today, you find many houses with rooms 
that are not fully utilized and only collect 
dust, There are houses with formal living 
and dining rooms, with furnishings that are. 
usually covered with cloth or plastic (giving 
the semblance of ghosts) and are used only 
оп special occasions a few times a year. The 
homeowners are content to dine, albeit un- 
comfortably, in a 
less grandiose 
nook or in a por- 
tion of the kitchen. 
S In turn, the so- 
called Kitchen is not really being used as a 
place to cook, but only for displaying almost 
brand-new kitchenware: 

‘The most utilized area of such a house is 
the “dirty kitchen,” where the hub of activi- 
ty lies. Ironically, these high-traffic areas 
are usually placed in the least important 
and most uncomfortable parts of the house. 
‘This is true for the huge mansions in high- 
class subdivisions, as well as many simple 
residences. So much space is wasted. To 
make matters worse, the extra rooms pose 
an additional burden to clean and maintain, 
much like white elephants that are consid- 
ered holy but are generally worthless. 

Why then do we have houses like these? 
Is it because we like to copy the western 
lifestyle of the rich and famous we often see 
on TV? Are we so enamored with foreign in- 
terior design magazines perhaps? It seems 
that the western style does not really suit 
most of us, much less the frequent formal 
party-giver lifestyle. Surely, we can make 
our home design look up-scale and modern, 
but more in tune with our way of life. Fuzzy 
sofas and area rugs and thick heavy curtains 
may look impressive but are not very practi- 
cal in our clime. 5 


(COMMENTARY 


Learning from Japanese, 
our local homes 

Our Asian neighbors have their own dis- 
tinet styles. For example, a typical, trad 
tional Japanese house is simple and com- 
pact, with multifunctional spaces, proper 
proportions and using materials suited to 
their climate. Rooms are not overly large. 
They can sleep, eat and entertain in the 
same set of rooms. 

Our indigenous homes, as seen from the 
Ivatans, to the Ifugaos, to the Tausugs, fol- 
low the same concepts of practicality and ef- 
ficiency, designed to withstand inclement 
weather and specific local conditions. Each 
group has kept its distinct style intact, free 
from impractical influence. Although our 
needs remain basically tlie same, our stan- 
dard of living has developed beyond the 
practical and it would be wise to rethink 
them, go back to the basics, strive for better 
balance between what is functional and 
what is merely decorative. Surely we can 


HOUSE PLAN 
‘THE HOUSE plan 
shows the 
relationship 
between the kitchen 
andthe 
“reinvented” dining 
area. Even though 
the space is small, it 
can accommodate a 
group of eight. 
seated comfortably. 
Itmaybe 
complemented with 
asemienclosed 
terrace. 


Boral to putup 
manufacturing 
center in RP 


AFTER LESS than six short 
years of meeting the demand- 
ing requirements of prestigious 
local commercial projects, Bo- 
ral, Australia’s leading con- 
struction material company 
has expanded its Philippine 
market to serve residential and. 
renovation applications 
through its high-quality plas- 
terboard (gypsum board) and 
wall and ceiling systems. 

With its imported plaster- 
board products rapidly gaining 
acceptance in the country, the 
company aims to ultimately es- 
tablish its own manufacturing 
center in the Philippines to bet- 
ter service greater market de- 
mands for its full range of plas- 
terboards, 

Boral currently maintains 13 
plants across Asia and supplies 
over 30 countries worldwide. 


boards, 


finish, 
or fl 


Boral 


tionwide, 


Boral Plasterboard, the pre- 
mier name in Asia for plaster- 
currently used in 
commercial, industrial and res- 
idential interior applications, 
and is preferred over tradition- 
al building materials due to its 
excellent thermal and acoustic 
performance, classy seamless 
high fire-rating, superi- 
lity and affordability. 
Prominent 
which specified and used Boral 
for interior applications in- 
clude Greenbelt 4, Rockwell 
‘Condominiums, 
plant Mall; RCBC Plaza, the 
British School of Manila, ABS- 
CBN, and SM Malls. 
plasterboards 
available in leading construc- 
tion supply depots and hard- 
ware stores in major cities na- 
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ST. THOMAS SQUARE TAPS FPD SAVILLS 


St. Thomas Square, a new commercial development in university belt, 
recently signed a retall management agreement with FPD Savills, a 
pioneer and leader in the property management industry. The 4,000- 
square-meter, 4-story mini mall was designed by noted architect, 
Jonathan O. Gan, who gave it a distinct high glass wall look. 


SKETCH OF THE NEW DINING ROOM 


HERE is a concept of a dining room that has been reinvented to serve asa living area as well It 
may soon bea common trend in houses with limited space. 


pick up good ideas from other cultures, but 
these must be adjusted to suit our needs. 


Small but efficient 

Steadily over the years, designs have 
evolved and become more practical. Be- 
cause of the rising cost of construction ma- 
terials, labor and energy, Filipinos are be- 
coming wiser and more practical. Home- 
makers are learning that simplicity can be 
just as elegant and small spaces can be 
made to look appealing. Careful planning 
will result to better, more functional de- 
signs. А 

Developers and architects aie chal- 
lenged to create more affordable homes. 
Buyers’ needs are carefully analyzed and 
addressed. Rooms are becoming more 
functional. Every square meter of the 
house must be useful. Zero space wastage 


„is the objective. Energy efficiency is a ma- 


jor consideration and flexibility and expan- 
sion are both anticipated. The challenge 
continues and designs can only be more in- 
novative. 


Therationale of the living room 
Ifyou attempt to prioritize the spaces in a 
house, you might be surprised by the con- 
clusion you come up with. Which rooms 
could be classified as necessary and which 
ones are just nice to have? I'm sure most will 


agree that bedrooms, kitchens and toilets 
are essential parts we cannot do without. 
Between a dining room and a living room, 
however, most would agree that the dining 
room is the more important. Then, why did 
the old trend of design dictate that the liv- 
ing room should be the biggest and grand- 
est room in the house? Is a sofa with match- 
ing pair of heavy armchairs and low center 
table the standard requirements for a living 
room suite? Do we really serve earl grey tea 
and scones in fine china whenever we enter- 
tain? Then, why all the fuss about living 
rooms? 

If we really need to cut down to basics, 1 
believe the living room would be the first to 
go. The dining room can be reinvented as 
the main area for entertainment by making" 
it cozier and more comfortable. After all, it 
is already the best place to sit, dine and talk 
with the family 

So, if one of these days, you visit a mod- 
ern home and find the living room missing, 
do not be surprised. This could be the trend 
in future homes, one that harks back to the 
practicality of indigenous houses. 


(Architect Marcos R. de Guzman Jr. is the 
managing partner of Marcos de Guzman Ar- 
chitecture Network. He may be reached 
through his етай address: 
arkinet@email.com.ph.) 


Malayan Plaza design challenge 


features Japanese interiors 


RAMP model Joseph Pagulayan is every inch 
a Filipino. But having a judoka father and 
having started training himself in the martial 
arts at age five, Joseph has had a lingering ro- 
mance with all things Japanese—from food to 
martial arts. Now a kick boxing and kendo 
practitioner, Joseph says “I get a natural high 
being surrounded by Japanese elements.” 

That is why when Malayan Plaza asked 
Marjon Enterprises to join its ongoing Interior 
Design Challenge, designer Chato Patricio 
created a space responsive to Joseph's sensi- 
bilities out of a studio unit about 40 square 
meters wide at the 36-story new prestige ad- 
dress at the Ortigas Center. 

Highlighting the units functional and es- 
thetic values is a custom-built wooden plat- 
form at the center of the room on which the 
sofa bed rests. A closer look reveals the plat- 
form is actually an underfloor storage that 
сап accommodate books, magazines, clothes 
and other personal stuff. Its really designed 
to getrid of clutter. 

"When I come home, 1 just want to relax. 
One way to do that is to stay away from the 
clutter. It’s important to homey persons like 
me since it provides a positive psychological 
effect,” Joseph says. 


Simplicity 

То complete the Japanese touch and to 
underscore the di ге simplicity, Patricio 
chose white as the predominant interior col- 
or with deliberate red accents at nodal 
points of the unit. Large mirrors strategical- 
ly set at the entrance create a spacious feel- 
ing. Patricio also installed white drapes 
around the sofa bed for the owner to draw 
down whenever he chooses to be more pri- 
vate and introspective. 

From the specially designed storage bins to 
the Japanese cabinet, the low beds and tables, 
to the use of shoji panels as ceiling treatment, 
the studio is a picture of trademark Japanese 
simplicity and functionality that caters very 
weli to the owner's esthetic needs. 


H 
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(LR) CHATO Patricio, Marina Jugo and Joseph Pagulayan 


Design challenge 

Marjon Enterprises’ Marina Jugo points out. 
that her outfit, which specializes in finishing, 
customized many of the elements to fit every- 
thing within the given space. As partner of 
Malayan Plaza in the Interior Design Chal- 
lenge, Marjon Enterprises provided all the 
soft design elements like the furniture, lamps 
and lights, Japanese art items and other home 
accessories. The design challenge is also sup- 
ported by My Home magazine and ABC S's 
“Tahanang Pinoy" 

"The elements in Chato's design actually 
blend with my personality. 1 like a simple 
place to live in—minimalist, symmetrically 
aligned and functional. That's home to me," 
Joseph stresses. 

Coming from a family of architects, Joseph 
worked with the designer in conceiving and 
creating an environment conducive to medi- 
tation. For someone like Joseph who strives 
for what he calls the "perfection of one's rou- 


tine"—a hallmark of Japanese disci 
pline—such ambience s a must-have, 

An advocate of physical and mental health, 
Joseph is co-owner of Red Corner, an alterna- 
tive fitness gym that goes by the simple 
tenet—getting fit without getting hit. Red 
Corner offers boxing as a core workout and 
has pioneered in punch bag aerobics. 


Perfect 

The Malayan Plaza is perfect for Joseph's 
lifestyle, being centrally located in relation to 
five Red Comer locations in Metro Manila. Lo- 
cated at the heart of the Ortigas business dis- 
trict, the residential condo will have jogging 
paths, a putting green and a fimess gym—an- 
other must-have fora health buff like Joseph. 

‘And the best part is its affordability, he 
adds, Given all its facilities and ameni- 
ties—not to mention its ideal location—the 
Malayan Plaza is what every upwardly mobile 
entrepreneur and young achiever like Joseph 
Pagulayan would desire in a home. 
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Camp John Hay Manor lines up its cool holiday fare 


HAVE you been dreaming of cele- with a chilled glass of champagne Manor with these new flavors dur- their favorite bubbly. Mince Pies, Christmas Praline, Гог the traditional Filipino 
brating a storybook Christmas or simply relish a bowl of freshly ing the Christmas Eve Buffet Din- | x Christmas Log and Gingerbread touch, a bibingka and puto bum- 
somewhere with chilly weather, picked sweet, plump strawberries ner, the Noche Buena Mini Buffet Holiday goodies Houses. Of course, you can still bong stand at the Manor garden 
dressed in the warmest sweaters sprinkled with confectioner's sug- from 10:30 p.m. to 2:00 a.m.,the Тһе shelves and counters of get the best-selling cheese and willbe serving thesesteaming hot 
and siting by a cracking fre. at Christmas Day Lunch and Dinner the popular Le Chef Deli at the ham bread, ube bread, specialen- native treats every afternoon dur- 
place but fas been put off by the With the launch of their new Buffet, the special New Years Eve Manor are brimming with all the saymada, chocolate chip cookies ing the holiday season. Its the 
Prohibitivecostof foreign travel? menu, Chef Billy King introduces Dinner Buffet and New Years Day traditional holiday goodies like that are musthave Baguio perfect merienda during those 
You can still pack up the exciting new dishes, retained the Brunch. On Dec. 31, guests can the Classic Christmas Pudding, pasalubong items. cool, lazy afternoons in Baguio. 

woolies and the favorite jacket old classic specialties and added welcome the New Year with a New 

and breathe in the cool mountain Filipino favorites. He will surprise Year's Eve fireworks display and 

air without having to rob the guestsofLeChefRestaurantatthe countdown while toasting with 

bank, Accessible by 

car through the ex 
panded North Ex- 
pressway and the all- 
weather Marcos High- 
way or by a brief and 
pleasant 50-minute 
plane tide, Camp John 
Hay Manor in Baguio tu 
City, promises cool cov = 
weather and keeps ће 3 


fireplace burning year 

round. With tempera- TA? e 5 E 

tures dipping to an av- Ар ЕЕЕ Я 

erage 2 degrees pul | 

centigrade at night T сє pe 3 LITE уа gaya 

this time of year, КД | а 202 à зу pus 

theyve come up with Eccc TEN bat br WIE La y 

cool weather holiday : á а 1 
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specials that will 

warm the heart of 

young and old alike. 
The Piano Barat the - Pa 4 

Manor invites you to | |. H ia HILO x. 9 

sit by the fireplace, ee 1 «а анааан 


swoon to resident pi- В сари н 
Е али seins 


Si 


anist, David Tabligan's 
romantic music and 
slowly savor the sea- 
зопз popular Cheese 
Fondue with a glass of 
crisp, white wine or 
the Prawn and Veg- 
table Tempura Basket 
with hot or cold sake. 


| craw fefe 
ro pel 


Strawberry season | (2 BAe амаа 
It's strawberry sea- aah daa 
son in Baguio once 
again and time to in- 
dulge in the strawber- 
ry concoctions at Le 
Chef Restaurant at the 
Manor. Swoon to their 
scrumptious Strawber- 


ry Soufflé, Strawberry 
with Chocolate Fon- ATLANTA INDUSTRIES, INC. (e x» GLERALBRANDS 2004 Top Waterproofing: 
3, 


e EE CE TEES ran P Compound Brand 
Cheesecake, Srawber Saf, = rom 2004 al Cone Qi 
ries Dipped in Choco- taw $6$ = gotar anos com | 


late that are perfect ——- - 


‘& People's Choice Awards 


Experience the Good Life amid the beauty and bounly 
of Nature wilh Buena Vista Homes. 


Select from the array of luxurious homes and lols to fil your lifestyle. 


Buena Vista has the amenities and fine 
pleasures of living--from ils grand Gateway 
Club House to ils mognificen! man-made Lake. 
И has access within ils 5 km radius lo commercial centers, banks, 
hospitals, schools and Ihe Clark Special Economic Zone. 


г 9 
The Club: Houser suni: 


tsj р e Я 
's just a few hours drive lo and from the heart of Manila. DORA ROSANA REALTY & DEV'T CORP. 
State Center Big, 353 Juan Luna St Binondo, Manila 
Al lost, style and comforl you can awn...make Buena Visla your home. ` Tel. Nos. : 2420724, 2420820, 2422525, 2422839 

B Tel/Fax :2422310 Fax No. 8438901. 


FOR INQUIRIES Я 
Engr. Lowell Sanguyo (045) 3316273 

(0917) 5469118 
Ms. Maritess (02) 2442550 , 


2004 Banner Year Performance Spurs 
Federal Land's Optimism for 2005 and Beyond 


The carly turn-over of units to own- 
ers of Orchid Tower of the prestigious 
Oriental Gardens Makati and the 
brisk progress of the Lotus Tower's 
construction ahead of schedule, reaf- 
firms the confidence of Federal Land, 
Inc on the property development and 
real estate industry of the country, 

Already, Oriental Garden's Lotus 
Tower super structure has been com- 
pleted and is now focused on internal 
works within the residential units. 
December will see the completion of 
the Lotus Tower Lobby and the grand 
opening of its new model uni 

The recent industry report of over 
30% growth in the industry also re- 
fects in the almost always raher- 
packed open-houses and advance 
rescrvations in other on-going develop- 
ments and properties of Federal Land, 


whether, commercial buildings, and 
their high-rise condominiums. 

Not even six months since Mariki 
па Mayor Marides Fernando cut the 
ceremonia! ribbons during the 
ground-breaking ceremonies of the 
most modern property development 
im this suburban city, Marquinton 
Marikina, a self-contained communi- 
ty, is now launching its second resi- 
dential cluster this month as well. On- 
ly a very few, choice commercial out- 
lets remain available at their Blue 
Wave @ Marquinton mall, which will 
be soft opening along Sumulong 
Highway & Fernando Avenue, this 
December. The first outlets will be 
the Petron Service Station along with 
the new Jollibec outlet. 

With over 90% of units at the Bay 
Gardens" Anchor Bay Tower sold out, 


the newest phase of this bay area luxu- 
ту condominium will soon launch its 
newest structure called Mactan Bay. To 
serve as another beacon fight on the 
shores of the Manila Bay, Bay Gardens 
is located at Metropolitan Park, at the 
comer of Roxas Boulevard & EDSA 
(near Toyota Manila Bay). 

The Mactan Bay tower will feature 
new amenities to complement the luxu- 
ries of the three other towers. The five- 
star amenities will include a swimming 
pool and wading pool, outdoor ci 
dren's playground and sandbox, lush 
tropical gardens with poolside cabanas, 
a game room, among others. Mactan 
Bay will make available 2 choice of 
IBR, Executive IBR, 2 and 3BR units, 
all with lanais, to suit individual dis- 
ceming lifestyles. 

In spite of the mixed views of 


economists in carly 2004, Federal Land 
Ine. has continued with its develop- 
ment and marketing plans and activi- 
ios without pause. The deep experi 
ence of over 30 years in the real estate 
and property development industry, 
provides the company’s financial 
strength and backbone to put its pro- 
jects steadily on stream. 

Tho aggressive marketing initiatives 
and follow-throughs of their sales and 
marketing professionals enables Feder- 
al Land to maintain its lead in the high- 
ly and fierccly competitive property 
and realty sales. After a series of suc- 
cessful marketing blitzes, the top pro- 
ducing sales professionals of Federal 
Land were awarded a brief R & R in 
Hong Kong, the start of the last quarter 
of 2004. 

What is considered as a gem of a 
property in Quezon City is Valencia 
Hills, a Spanish-villa inspired high- 
rise condominium, complemented 
with modern houschold amenities. 
Privacy, a primordial requirement of 
its very discriminating homeowners, 


is guaranteed by its equally select 
buyers of units, 

“Another strength of our company”, 
according to Ramon H. Aldaba, 
Federal Land's first vice president for 
Sales & Marketing, is the avant-garde 
perspective in satisfying their 
customers’ needs and desires. For 
example, the GT International Tower 
along Ayala Avenue in Makati City ro- 
flecis the ultra modern look and achiev- 
er profiles of top multinational compa- 
nics that have made GT International 
Tower its chosen business address. 

“In the case of the residential units,” 
Aldaba “gracious living, 
refiriements in our amenities and 
appointments, good taste and 
community warmth - are the guiding 
lines and standards in our building 
designs. Nothing is spared in the arcas 
‘of convenience and functionality", 

With Federal Land residential units, 
опе gets not only a place to live in, but 
more importantly, a place for families 
io bloom & grow in a conducive 
environment. 


averred, 
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The center of a vibrant city lifestyle. 


Live where it blooms. 


©з 
EF 


ORIENTAL GARDEN 
M ? dis 


A 


CREAN T eel 


The Executive Residential condo 


now invites you to call its second tower home: 


a plush residential haven soon to blossom 


close to the heart of the Central Business District. 


fhe Lotus 


TOW. Rising 32 storeys above Makati, 
it features amenities unparalleled 


in comfort, security, and peace of mind. 


The harmony between design and lifestyle. 


The fusion of comfort and affordability. 


Lotus Tower, at Oriental Gardens Makati 


TA 


your new home, transcending 


the dyn: 


us бип. 
ining & bedroom oreos 


Outdoor Gorden 


Swimming pool 


:830-0000 „ 886-0000 


www.orientalgardens.com.ph 


La Prarie: 
Building 
dreams, 
homes 


MOST people dream of having their own 
homes. Many spend a lifetime saving up for 
this dream, Others still are lucky enough to 
own a second home, a weekend getaway, or a 
vacation home. 

Chona Esguerra has spent a greater part of 
her life working very closely with individuals 
and families who all dreamed of having their 
own home. 


Former active agent 

As a real estate broker specializing in the 
South, particularly the Ayala Alabang area, she 
has been an active agent in helping bring to- 
gether buyers and sellers of real estate. She has 
Been privy to the dreams, aspirations, consider- 
ations, standards, demands and limitations of 
home buyers. 

After spending over 15 years working as a li 
censed real estate broker and helping people 
fulfill heir dreams, Chona decided to strike out 
to fulfill a dream of her own: to develop a high- 
quality wholesome community at an affordable 
price in the Tagaytay area. Enter La Prairie, 
which Chona describes as, “a better world at a 
better price 


Exceptional family environment . 

She remarks that La Prairie was created to 
delight the senses, embrace your lifestyle, and 
most importantly, meet your budget. And be- 
cause she knows how stressful it can be to build 
a house, her company took the liberty of provid- 
ing home buyers with a family of architects, 
structural engineers and landscapers who are 
all aligned in creating an exceptional family en- 
vironment. 

So when you move into a La Prairie Home, 
Chona says, “you know it has architectural in- 
tegrity and quality construction.” 

ia Prairie is developed in parmership with 
Sta. Lucia Realty & Development Inc. whose 
pos projects include such developments as The 
Orchard, Acropolis and Sta. Lucia East Grand. 
Mall. La Prairie is а master-planned community 
that features country-style, simulated log 
homes with the most modern of amenities such 
as a community clubhouse, swimming pool, 
covered basketball court, open tennis courts, 
covered badminton courts, picnic grounds and 
a children's playground. 

"The development also boasts of a grand en- 
trance gate, 24-hour security service, perimeter 
wall, underground drainage system and cen- 
walized water system. The homes vary in lot 
area from 181 to 347 square meters with an av- 
eragesize between 200 and 250 sq m. The price 
is surprisingly affordable, ranging P3 to P6 mil- 
lion. "The model home is expected to be com- 
pleted in February of 2005. 


Investing wisely in real estate 

For Chona, investing wisely in real estate re: 
quires foresight or the ability to look ahead to 
predict the success potential of a property. La 
Prarie, she claims, meets the most important 
criteria that home buyers should take into con 
sideration: location, the developers reputation 
and value for money. 

In terms of location, the Tagaytay aren has 
experienced a real-estate boom in recent years 
Chona attributes this to such factors as accessi 
bility to Metro Manila, the cool weather, айтас 
tive scenery, the development of more modern 
facilities such as water, PLOT and cable televi 
sion and modern restaurants, country clubs and. 
leisure centers. All these make Tagaytay a ven 
viable and attractive weekend getaway or hom 
for retirees. La Prairie is on Km. 67, Tagaytay 
Nasugbu Highway, right after the radar 

La Prairie offers excellent value for money 
"The simulated log homes are reminiscent ofthe 
more expensive log cabins in a nearby, high-end 
residential development, but at less than « 
quarter of the price. Thus, Chona believes that 
her development caters to a broad market c 
potential home owners to include retirees, bc 
likbayans, OFWs or people who simply want 
vacation home or weekend getaway. 

La Prairie, Chona says, is the logical culmi 
tion of her over 15 years worth of experience i 
the real estate business. After spending years c 
helping families fulfill their dreams, her own i: 
cluded. 
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SUPER SURPRISE OF THE SEASO! 


pening a box full of creativity and new blood 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18,2004 


Cult of personalities 


Text by Gino de la Paz 
Original artwork by Jason Moss. 


XACTLY two weeks before 
E Christmas, young people of 

supreme confidence filled 
the lobby of the Philippine Daily In- 
quirer building to show portfolios 
of their work and offer glimpses of 
their talent. The reason behind this 
mini deluge? They were merely re- 
sponding to an ad that announced 
informal auditions for would-be 
Super! writers, photographers, 
stylists and artists. 

Driven by diverse passions, the group—rang- 
ing in age from 16 to 36—soon made a beeline 
to the 2nd floor board room. Since 1 was part of 
the screening committee, I really didn't know 
‘what to expect. It was a first for me, Will this be 
anything like "American Idol"? Like, in the off 


A 


To EUIS 


у d 
putes 


chance that would have me in psychotherapy 
undi the end of time, what if my favorite William 
Hung Ginsert sarcasm here) was among the days 
hopefuls? 1 then closed my eyes and shuddered 
the horror away. But 1 bet the to-be-Supers had 
their apprehensions as well. Will they be asked to 
jump through burning hoops, bob for pigs feet in 
a vat of worms or worst of all, sit through an e 
tire episode of the Sex Bomb Dancers “Daisy 
ete”? Ah, thats what made the whole thing fun. 


Open mic session 

Noticing the part that said come in costume, 
some rolled in dressed as a Christmas tree, ex- 
tras from "That "70s Show," and a belly-danc- 
ing Egyptian surfer. Others, meanwhile, didn't, 
but backed up their pambahay ensembles with 
brief footnotes on why they chose to come as 
themselves. We felt that most were intimidat- 
ей by this itle catch in our ad so massive pats 
on the back go out to those who bucked up. 

1f you thought that was hard-core remark- 
able, the actual panel interviews were even 
more interesting, to put it really, really mildly. 


А 


From Fine Arts majors to published writers, аз- 
piring stylists to ex-SM sales people, each one 
gave the five referees both brain and soul candy. 
After all, we witnessed monologues involving 
“Bring It On’-inspired cheers and Shu Uemura 
makeup. Likewise, the five of us also leafed 
through hand-made journals which contained 
personal works of art, photos of dissected ham- 
sters and even poems written in blood. Fresh 
ideas, indeed. This was the kind of the audacity 
that would make a crew of frat boys blush and it 
was just the kind we had hoped to find. 


New blood 

Marked characteristics made a few master- 
minds stand out, though. We wolf-whistled in 
ош heads as we met a couple of high school se- 
niors who, combining intellect and no-non- 
sense balls, chose to set up their own literary 
newsletter, It came as no surprise, we found 
ош, that they were also extremely well-versed 
in the subject of films, theater and Pinoy enter- 
tainment references. Another ball of energy 
was a dude from San Beda, who flaunted his 


4 


genius for raw, side-splitting comedy with his 
piece "A-bum-ination: The Art and Science of 
Making Tambay (Hanging Out).” Likewise, we 
stumbled upon someone with a deep love and 
knowledge of indie music. His music-refer- 
enced rhetoric and love for the Cocteau Twins 
and The Sundays made me sit up and notice. 

Fortunately, as the session went swimmingly, 
Super! did not have to email parents assuring 
them that we weren't recruiting terrorists or 
members ofa sex cult late into the night. In fact, 
the quintessential balls of energy we discovered 
gave our previously demanding holiday work 
Schedule a much-needed inspiration—not to 
mention laughter-break. To all the aspirants, 
here's hoping that you continue to translate 
those abstract notions into full pop culture mas- 
terpieces. (You'll eventually earn your place in 
the spotlight.) Tons of people still want to try 
out so watch this space as we will be scheduling 
another go-see in the coming months. In the 
‘meantime, we would like to welcome a select 
number of newbies to the Super! family this 
week. Merry Christmas, Super! readers! 
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By Tim Yap 


T MEANS VJ of the people. The 

video jock rules the boob tube, 

becoming master of music cere- 
monies and playing Pied Piper to 
the A.D.D. generation. 

Sarah Meier is the best example of an “It 
gir!” VJ, whose sparkle and spunk transcends 
all hype. Sarah is a bundle of natural tal- 
ent--but she doesn’t stop at that. While most 
of her other contemporaries just "wing it,” she 
studies her scripts and memorizes her lines 
before taping or appearing onstage. Not only 
isshestreet-smart and spontaneous, she hasa 
style that’s all her own. 

"Then there's KC Montero, who immediate- 
ly strikes you as goofy. Game for anything, 
gregarious and gangsta-friendly, KC is your 
ultimate big brotha’ with an attitude—and а 
good one at that. 

Explosive onstage and chillaxed onscreen, 
Mare Abaya pulsates with every bit of soul in 
his body. Cindy Kurleto launched a thousand 
‘wet dreams when she first appeared on MTV. 
She continues to sizzle with every appearance. 

If you think the list stops at that, then 
youre wrong. MTV just added five new VJs to 
its growing roster. They are: TV host and Ulti- 
mate Frisbee advocate Reema Chanco, com- 
mercial models Maike Evers and John Joe 
Joseph, student and theater actress Cesca Lit- 
ton, and TV actress and host Mariel Ro- 
driguez. 1 am excited to see how these new 
Vds will fare. 

Last Thursday at Prince of Jaipur at The 
Fort, the “more senior” Ws introduced the 
newest VJs soon to cause a commotion. Other 
VJ graduates, like our favorites Jamie Wilson 


KC MONTERO 


The thing about fame is that people expect me to 
give them expensive Christmas presents. 

Tho thing | love most about what do is getting 
to hang out with really nice, cool people. 

People might be surprised to know that have 
the hardest time finding shoes that fit me in the 
Philippines. 

Tho most important thing Гуе ever feared is 
that money doesn't grow on trees. 

wish when started off, I'd been told to take 
Tagalog lessons. 

Tho worst thing that ever happened to me was 
that broke my hand when | punched a cement 
wall. 

And what this taught me was not to drink too 
much hard alcohol. 

My best-ever outfit consisted of Geneva's thong 
anda tie. 

The soundtrack to my lite would include “Let's 
‘ot retarded" by The Black Eyed Peas 

11 wora Invisible fora day, | would invade ev- 
eryones privacy! 

“The thing that makes me most angry is people 
sating my food when there's only enough for me 
to eat. 

M1 were the most powerful person on earth, | 
‘would rename the planet after my first dog, 
Corky. 

When l'm gone, they'll probably say "KC who?" 
or something like "I thought KC was gone a long 
time ago..." 

When relire, would tke to sit on the beach, 
drink beer, and get fat (in training now) 

The world would be a much better place if there 
were no more KCs in this world, 

My hero is my father. 

My greatest hope for the tuture Is that one day 
fitis boys and girls from all walks of fa сап 
swing together on the swing set of life. 

The worst thing somebody sald about me was 
that ГЇ never make it at MTV. 

My most embarrassing moment was when—it's 
embarrassing! Why would | tell you? 

I'm saving up tor a pig farm. 

My biggest indulgence is electronic gadgets. 
My current state of mind is 22722. 

If somaono were to play mo In my biopic, it 
would bo John Cusack, 

My ive favorito words are huh, yes, baer?, bab 


and food CES 


and Shannen Torres, were also present. 

But it doesn’t stop at that. MTV is still looking 
for four new VJs to spice up your music video 
viewing days and nights—the MTV VJ Hunt will 
be upon us once again, come January 2005. 

‘This season, why not add to your music vo- 
cabulary speed up your spiel skills and happi- 
ly ham it up in front of your friends, your cam- 
era, or even your dog? 

So step up and snap up this opportuni- 
ty—who knows, the next mic you hold could 
have the multimillion-dollar MTV logo on it. 


Wuwnokizcomph 


2. 


рчы 


Make a bold 


MARC ABAYA 


People might bo surprised to know that | used to 
buy Michael Bolton tapes. 

The most important thing I've ever learned Is 
that i am an ant amid a million beautiul giants. 
The worst thing that ever happened to me was 
that my pants fell off during a performance, 

And what this taught me was to always button 
my pants. 

Tho thing that makes me most angry Is apathy- 
When l'm допо, they'll probably say "Marc 
Abaya was a dork!" 

‘When I retiro, [would like to have an MTV crib. 
and never have to worry about money EVER. 
The world would be a much better place if peo- 
ple simply listened to each other more. 

The thing that makes my life worth living Is love. 
My greatest hope for the future is seven daug 
ters and NO sons. 

The worst thing somebody sald about me was 
"Marco... Lam not angry at ай but | am disap- 
pointed in you.” OUCH! 

Tm saving up tor an MTV crib. 

Му current state of mind Is nonlinear. 

И someone were to play me in my biopic, It 
would be Adam Sandler 

My five favorite words are food, sleep, humility, 
courage and love. 

Тазріге to be like Bono. 


fashion statement. 


Introducing true artistic flamboyance and ultra-chic attitude 


Intense. Striking. 


= Built-in Camera 

* Video Recorder & Player 

= Built-in Stereo FM Radio 

+ Clothes & Shoe Size Converter 
+ 65,536 Color Screen 

* Tri-band 


embodied in a distinctly bold collection from Nokia. 


is Spontaneous 


NOKIA 
7270 


Delightfully Impulsive 


= Fold Phone with User-changeable 
Snap-on Textile Wraps 

+ Built-in Camera 

+ Video Recorder & Player 

= Built-in Stereo FM Radio. 

= Gothes 8 Shoe Size Converter 

= 65,536 Color Screen. 

< Video & Audio Streaming 

Tri-band 


Coming 
Soon! 
EAT 


"Y 


Bold is Provocative 


NOKIA 
7280 


Uncover My Secrets 


* Built-in Camera 
“Unique Navi-spinner™ 
“Built-in Stereo FM Radio 
* Quick Slide 

* Pulsating Light 

+ Video 8 Audio Streaming 
* Bluetooth 

* Tri-band 

* 65,536 Color Screen 


AG an assurance of quailty, purchase only frm authorized Hok Dealers. For Inquire, call the Nokla Careline at (02) 806-1234. 
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‘Stay light this holiday season. " a P à ba 


Christmas is definitely in the ай! Everywhere you look, the holiday season is already in full swing and its here to stay. its the lima of the year once again where numerous parties are celebrated left and right. 
To maka sure that you get the most out of all these celebrations, here are some creative tips guaranteed to let you have fun and at the same time stay light this X'mas: 


Tip #1: Keep Moving. rest that you can only get during the holiday season. And most importantly, don't skip meals. Remember, it 


Beat the X'mas rush! Now you can be present in all the parties and sill have the extra energy to accomplish 
тегул How? By being aciivel Ba creslival Sick lo 10-20 minute cardio exercises that are easy lo do such 
‘as walking, running or dancing. Exercise wherever you can from taking the stairs in your offica to parking far 
‘way just to get more exercise. You can also make И a family айан. During this month, plan active things to do 
‘with your lamiy Hike looking at X'mas decorations around the subdivision 


Tip #2: Control Your Eating. 


Christmas would not be Christmas without tasting ай the fabulous and delicious treats. To keep your weight in 
check, be sure never lo go to a party on an empty stomach. Remember to оа! before you go lo avoid the 


temptation of overindulging during patties. Ir would also help ii you choose only ona treat to Indulge in. Pick а 


joure hungry. your mind wil be unable to make healihy food choices. To avoid this, you can try eating small 


y 
meals ай day lo avoid going crazy at tne bulet table. 


Tip ёз: Drink Light. 


Who says you can't drink and be merry this X'mas? You can with San Mig Light. I's the beer suited for family 


reunions. barkada gatherings and office parties - репесі lor mai 
Now you can catch up wih all your long lost relatives and friends all night long guili- 


filing San Mig Light, 


So to slay light tls holiday season, make sure you stil have lun. Just don't forget to stay active and eat healthy. 
in everyting else in le, remember to take things in moderation. Happy Holidays and a Happy New Year to alli 


ba-habang inuman. 
o with right alcohol, less 


JOHN JOE JOSEPH 


People might be surprised fo know that 
{m actually a nice guy. 
The most important thing I've ever 

med is that you cannot trust just any- 
‘one. 
‘The worst thing that ever happened to 
me was that | hurt someone's feelings 
And what this taught me was that open. 
my big mouth too much. 
My best-ever outfit consisted of a chain 
pants, sando. cap and shades. 
My Super Saturday night consists of 
Tock ^n roll 
The soundtrack to my lite would include 
"ree Bird' by Lynrd бис 
if were invisible for a day. | would go 
inside the ladies’ dressing room. 
‘The things that make me most angry are 
delays! 
The best thing about family is that 
{реу re always there. 
When Г т gone, they'll probably say 
"Keep on rockin’. brothas and й 
The world would be a much better place 
ange? was more accepted by the 
older: 


‘generation. 
‘My hero is my dad! 
thing that makes my lite worth liv- 
ing is tary and friends 
My most embarrassing moment was 
wh nothing in particular. When | for- 
"gat people's names and they know 
Tite thars embarrassing 
‘im saving up for my own place 
My biggest indulgence is alcoho! 
My current state of mind is anxious, hap 
ру, ceo! 
My five favorite words are sex, rock. 
теш. edgy: sick 


MARIEL RODRIGUEZ 


The thing about fame Is that you 
shouldn't let it go to your head. 

People might be surprised to know that 
Hove puto! 

The most important thing I've ever 
learned is that it's okay to be nervous. 
That really helped me with what | do. 

‘The worst thing that ever happened to 
‘me was that I slipped on the stairs on my 
first day of college in [ront of so many 
people! 

And whal this taught me was to hold on 


A 


to the railing. 

The secret to happiness Is ots and lots 
ol sugar! 

The soundtrack to my lito would in- 
clude “I'll be There For You" by Tho 
Rembrandts 

W iworo invisible for a day, 1 would po 
inside McDonald's and see what's the re- 
al deal. 

Tho thing that makos me most angry Is. 
someone stepping on my new shoes! 
When I'm gone, they'll probably say 


A 


she mado us laugh!" 
It money was no object, I woul i. 
shoe cabinet like that of Imelda Mun 
My horo Is my lolo. 
‘My preatost hope for the future is? 
have a family of my own. 
My favorite moments are who 
my boylriend and we pig out at : + v 
comedy films. 
My biggest Indulgence is chot t.t 
My five favorito wards are pin» to 
lovo, strength, tanh 


ETRE as 


PAPA 

= IAIKE-EVERS: 
22 - The thing Hove most about what! do is thé" 

variety and the travel opportunities. 

People might be surprised to know that I- 

love to wrap gifts. 


Isthatyou should valus tha ciosa trends — H 
and family you have. Spend your time wisely -z 
with the people you enjoy being with. ї 
wish when I started off I'd baen told to be 
careful who you trust, you don’t know if 
there's a hidden agenda. 
‘The worst thing that ever happened fo me — 
was when my father passed away. 
And what this taught me was you feed to ~ 
cherish the people you love and spend time. 
fth them as you never know how long you 
will have them for. 
‘canis. My Super! Saturday night consists 
3. front-row seats at an Usher concert 
gS bacio passes! 
The soundtrack to my life would includ 


'Return to Innocence" by Enigma. 


zc put Brad and Jen's pad! 
Tho thing that makes me mêsî angry is be- 
ШШШ ИЮ helpless and frustrated when you watch 
"^^ loved one in páirior engaging in self-Je- 
arm structive activities. ~ . - ~ 


,... The world would be a much 
E women were in аида}. 
My hero Is my mom. 
~The thing that makes my Ше worth Папу) 
s the thought of ail the exciting experiences 


pla Tf 

My favorite moments aro whan MEON mm 

| tied With Ше and enjoying the company ==] 
X.my.fjends.... 


My current state of mind Is single, suç- 
сезш and-abulousl. Um 
Ба Му Пир favorite words ara Is ireal” 
hao} sh; r 


REEMA CHANCO 


The thing about fame is that Itis 
temporary. 

The thing | love most about what 
{do is meeting beautiful people. 
People might be surprised to 
know that | love pop. 

The most important thing I've 
‘ever learned is that doing what 
you love rocks! 

wish when I started off I'd been 
{old to get as much sleep as | 
can. 

My best-ever outfit consisted of 
a visor and uniform. 

My Super! Saturday night con- 
sists of hanging out with my Fris- 
bee friends alter a tourney. 

The soundirack to my lito would 
Include “Gat to be Real" by Lisa 
Stanstiold. 

it wore invisible lor a day, | 
‘would go inside people's houses 
and snoop around. 

The thing that makes me most 
angry is not eating on time. 

If 1 were tho most powerful per- 
‘son on earth, | would demand 
that education be free for every- 
one everywhere in the world. 

H money was no object, I'd trav- 
el around the world. 

My hero is my mother. 

The worst thing somebody sald 
about me was that | was boring. 
My most embarrassing moment 
was when | went out of the pool 
and my boob was peeking out! 
Y'm saving up for a car. 

И someone wore to play me in 
my blople, it would be Angelina 
Jolie 

My five favorito words are rocks, 
rules, bomb, sure and super 
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THE NORTH 
POLE? 
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CARES, RIGHT? 


CHEATING 
DEATH 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 


7777. HOROSCOPE | 
BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're not afraid to tackle big projects. You see life in big, broad strokes. You plan for the М 
future: nevertheless, you don't overlook details. Your ambitions often exceed what others believe is possible. = BEA E 
KA - 
1 


(This never holds you back.) The year ahead is full of exciting naw beginnings for you. Dream big! 
irthdate of: Brad Pitt, actor; Katie Holmes, actress; Keith Richards, musician. 


ck to believe every- wh others surprise Ome 
thing you hear today. you today. You re sud- 5 a trace ang pattem @ idikit ang mga 
Just because it's pack- Sony heating sf Oj mak KANA oF pie bahagi af. З 
aged well doesn't mean it has truth from out of nowhere that you had саачу таран зоту 
and value. It mightjust be a flash inno idea even existed! (At least it 19 бел) magasin makulay na sobre! 
the pan. makes for an interesting day.) 


TAURUS (April 2010 CANCER (June 21 to 
May 20): You might get July 22): A pleasant VIRGO (Aug, 23 10 
a sudden gift today, or Surprise at work will E) Sent. 22): You might 
ou might suddenly catch you off-guard to- С bring home something 


{ose something. Finan- day. There will definite- that is new, fancy and 
cial surprises can go either way. ly be interruptions to your daily technological or some 
Keep your eyes open! (For the routine; however, they will be wel- — kind of special gadget. Something 
‘most part, luck is with you.) comed! modern is introduced in a new way 
to your personal world. 


DaiLy CROSSWORD LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 


22}: Expect to meet 
ACROSS new and unusual peo- 
1 "Downtown" ple today. It's a good 
E day to strike up ac- 
12 Freion auaintances, especialy wih peo- 
Teducion ple who are irom a different back- 
devica ground than yours. You'll learn [KIKO MACHINE 
15 Rapeatady Something new and exciting. 
16 Sauna " : " HWooH! crag. HAPITAN sa PERD- 
a SOBRANG KAPAGOD NUNG. асо ecg? 


17 Gorbachev's е SCORPIO (0ct. 2310 NAKARAANG PRESSWORE POTERS, PUSATAR, 'ALANG 
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BY DANIEL SHELTON 
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пш. keep your receipts) e, hana 


27 Himalayan 
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exciting day! You're 

[rd 
different adventures make you ea- ииине BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 
ger to go for the gusto. (Life is 
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д NG m Pw. 
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sel. 
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GSPolsh.German locaton 39 duo 50 Colorado © PISCES (Fob. 1910 


a ee St Atay sta toki a 

Gres O Howmo.. зарла wik Euer eil 
Down тет maures 57 fotos ol seals Uere. 
1 Soda 24 Opponents 41 Unversal 58 Naval grp mote your good name 
ilgitenea Prod Tem SB Wa mogbo dona mola a great impression 
day and Principe 4 scooph dr. = 1 
a Panot 28 Escape vehicle 46 Симон Bian. ‘on others now. (Do your little tap 
Canada's ҮЛ. 31 Convent crowd 47 Slip by once dance.) 


^ А A 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2004 


From page CS 


CESCA LITTON 


The thing about fame is thal you lose your privacy. 
The thing | love most about what i do is | have 
fun while I'm working. 

People might be surprised to know that 'm not 
really very kooky. 

‘The most important thing I've ever learned is 
that you should never depend on other people to 
make you happy. 

Twish when I started off I'd been told to buy 
more clothes. 

The worst thing that ever happened to me was 
that my two best friends fought and things are 
never going to be the same, 

‘The secret to happiness is being contented but 
stili working towards that dream. 

My best-ever outfit consisted of a pair of jeans. 
My Super! Saturday night consists of a great 
dinner, a good movie, and maybe a club with 
some good hip-hop music. 

‘The soundtrack to my life would Include "Happy 
Ending" by Avril Lavigne. 

M I were Invisible for а day, | would watch peo- 
ple and eavesdrop on conversations. 

‘The thing that makes me most angry Is when | 
catch people lying to me. 

It were the most powerful person on earth, I'd 
probably be trying to live a normal lite. 

The best thing about family is that мете all crazy. 
When I'm gone, they'll probably say “Come 
back!" 

1 money was no object, | would be traveling all 
over the wori. 

‘When I retire, I would like to live in my own 
beach house. 

The world would be a much better place if peo- 
ple stopped spreading and inventing rumors, 

My horo is my dad. 

The thing that makes my life worth living is my 
family and friends. 

‘My greatest hope for the future is maybe people 
‘would stop being selfish and not pull each other 
down. 

The worst thing somebody said about me was-- 


My favorite moments are when l'm just siting 
down, chilling with the people 1 love, drinking 
coffe, and just talking. 

My most embarrassing moment was when | got 
drunk and puked in front of some guys. 

Y'm saving up for along vacation. 

my biggest indulgence is traveling. 

My current state of mind is sleepy. 

M someone were (о play me in my blaplo, it 
would be Rachael Leigh Cook or Natalie Portman. 
My five favorite words are catch me if you can. 
lasplre to be everything | was meant to be. 


E ERE 


SARAH MEIER 


Tho thing about “Famo” Is that the movie was 
okay; but the legwarmer craze itstarted--now 
that was powerful 

The thing love most about what I do s my of- 
ficamates make me seem normal. angelic even. 
People might be surprised to know that | 
skipped a grade in school. 

wish when started off 'd boon told to save 
money. Wait, | was told. 

The worst thing that ever happened to mo was 
That! was mobbed by 50 guys in india. 

And what this taught me was to not do shoots in 
Indian markets in a tube top. 

Tho secret to happiness Isa cup of hot choco- 
late. 

My best-ever outfit consisted af a P7-million 
necklace. 

My Super! Saturday night consists of far too 
many people. 

The soundtrack to my Ме would Include "I Don't 
Wanna Bea Player No More.” 

were Invisible for a day, | would sit in my lit 
tle brothers classroom. 

The thing that makes me most angry is boredom. 
И wera the most powerful person on earth, l'd 
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be unhappy. 

Whon I'm gone, they'll probably say that | 
could've thrown a better farewell party. 

If money was no object, | would be in a different 
country every month. 

When retire, | would lIke—RETIRE? What's 
that? 

Tho world would bo a much better place Ifthe 
Philippines implemented traffic laws. 

My hero is Kimora Lee Simmons. 

Tho thing that makes my life worth living Is the 
lds that tell me they want to be like me when 
they grow up. 

Tho worst thing somebody sald about mo was 
that Iwas dead. 

My favorito moments are when nobody's looking. 
Tm saving up fora yacht. 

My biggest indulgence is buying unnecessary 
toys. 

My current state of mind Is frantic. 

1f someone were to play me In my оріс, It 
would be Katie Holmes 

Му five favorite words are salary, free, naive, 
Episcopalian, shrimp 

Taspire to be stable. 
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This holiday season, SMART Gold and Automatic Centre give 
you a chance to win a.Philips DVD Player or a Philips Plasma TV. 
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DIGITAL WET 

DREAM. MTY V] | 
Denise with the -? 
Toshiba Tablet PC 


straight to gadget heaven. And 

heaven, in this case, was the 
Microsoft Office in sun-soaked Sin- 
gapore. With an insanely breath- 
taking view of both Marina Bay 
and the concrete sprawl of Singa- 
pores Central Business District, 
the company's auditorium on the 
21st floor served as ground zero for 
the Windows “Experience More” 
event held during the first week of 
December. 


I MUST have died and gone 


[Age against 
ithe machine. 


GinadelaPazy. Ж Т 


In case you're still leading a digitally-de- 
prived life, Microsoft is—hands down—the 
biggest baller in the known tech universe 
with its flagship software Windows becom- 
ing the accepted religion of the world's esti- 


mated 210 million personal computers. If- 


you ask me, that’s probably: why global 


domination is now Bill Gates’ calling card. * 


And as а powerhouse that looks further 
than anyone into technology's future, Mi- 
crosoft also happens to be on message with 
the all-important business of digital enter- 
tainment, urban mobility, online security, 
and broader access, Respect! 

Three quarters of the way into the lobby, 1 
was neither greeted by Queen Amidala (I 
don't know why 1 thought of her) nor Bey- 
oncé (1 was optimistic) but by three ladies 
dressed as blue fairies who handed me a few 
loot bags (I'm not complaining). Being an 
above average eager beaver, | soon ran- 
sacked the said bags and found, among oth- 
er freebies and whatnot, а Philippe Starck- 
designed optical mouse. That was bananas! 
Yeah, my day was off to a wet dream start. 


Step inside my office, baby 

With primary-colored sofas dotting the 
floor, the auditorium was set up like a really 
cool living room/office. Or a really cool uni- 
versity lecture hall/martini bar, depending 
on your current state of mind. (Mine was 
the latter, so I shifted to note-taking mode 
and looked for a cocktail menu. But 1 di- 
gress.) 

Kenneth Lundin, Director of Windows 
Client for Microsoft Asia Pacific, gave the 
opening shout out and shared his vision of a 
wired Asia. (Of course, he was referring to 
computers, not drugs.) Senior Product 
Manager Dominic Carr then talked about 
the Toshiba Portege M200 and the Motorola 
MPx, a mad awesome phone that has Win- 
dows Mobile and flips two ways. (For those 
of you who dream of pimping your cell 
phone, the MP3's features make it a jewel- 
encrusted beauty.) 

Ninis Samuel, Produet Manager from Mi- 
crosoft Headquarters in Redmond, Wash- 
ington, followed that up by presenting the 
Service Pack 2 for Windows ХВ a total must 
if you've had it with those annoying Internet 
pop up windows. Next, Windows Consumer 
Group Product Manager Susan Kiuleson 
highsided Microsoft's bigger and better an- 
swer to TIVO, Media Center 2005, as well as 
Photo Story 3. (MTV VJ Denise Keller made 
а cameo during this part and being the 
youngest person in the room, 1 think mine 
was the only jaw that dropped.) The final 
speaker, Microsoft India's Rishi Srivastava, 
touched on customizing software for people 
who are not fluent in English, 


Tech talking 

In a one-on-one powwow with Superl, 
Ninis Samuel shared that netizens like you 
and me have to be more responsible when 
we're online. “You should be more aware of 
the behind-the-scenes aspect while brows- 
ing your favorite sites,” he cautioned, 

Ninis was referring to the asslond of 
viruses, data miners, and pop ups we're ex- 
posed to whenever we log on to the Web. To 
protect your PC from this junk, he suggests 

"TECHNOSEKUAL D4 
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Through its Windows ‘Experience More’ event 
in Singapore, Microsoft let Super! cop a feel of the 
slickest hi-tech goodies way before they hit the streets 


` Get a chance to Win one of three мш vehicles in the raff 
or pick a prize for a chance to win SMART Buddy Phone Kits 


* Be one of the lucky winners of 1 Ford Lynx and 2 Ford Everests. 
hundreds of SMART Buddy phone kits © 
and Super SIM 3 Packs plus thousands of other exciting instant prizes!" 
“Christmas loot bags will be given away to arriving balikbayans at the NAIA. 
+ Free SMART Buddy Super.SIM 3 SIM Packs at the Duty Free Fiestamall for arriving balikbayans. 
+ Avail of SMART phone kits at more affordable, "pasalubong" prices! 
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By Gino dela Paz 


E ALL have friends. And 
when the holidays come, 
it's a real bitch to figure out. 


what to give them. Especially the bud- 
dies who have extremely strong, 
somewhat offensive, but nonetheless 
endearing personali 

easy-to-access books for those diffi- 
culi-to-please people in your life. Sea- 
son's readings! 


The Radical Bum 
The 7 Bad Habits of Highly Ineffective 
People P479 
Fat, fifty and perfectly happy, author 
Richard Macdonald gives you permission to 
be inadequate, second best and a whole lot 
leis than perfect. A backlash to the forces that 
tell us to exceed our limitations, consider this 
the laugh-out-loud blueprint of constructive 
The Thinking 
Pleasure-Seeker 
The Hedonism Hand- 
book P544 Я 
Since we've all become 
overcaffeinated hamsters 
‘ona wheel, Michael Flocker 
gives a bear hug of approval 
to mastering the lost arts of 
leisure and pleasure. From 
decorating your crib like an 
opium den to enumerating 
the joys of getting lost, he 
suggests a take-it-or-leave- 
it approach to finding nir- 
vana. And my favorite quote 
from the book? “Excess may 
be bad, but self deprivation 
is just stupid.” 


winds com ph 
Robinsons Galleria Flagship Store 
insons Malis | Waltermart Malls | Tutuban Cente | Starmall Shaw | Metropolis Star A vana Strategist Next Door 
% Us & Them: What the 
Americans Think of the 
British/What the British 
Think of the Americans P1,015 
"The history of Anglo-American 
cultural exchange in terms of rap's main- 
stream can, at best, be compared to a couple 
of dairy cows trotting headlong into a stampede 
of bison,” so goes blindingly buzzworthy MC Dizzee 
Rascal. The London rapper may not be in Paul Davis’ book of illustra- 
tions but he sure summed up the kind of love/hate the United States 
and England have traded since 1776. One side has revealing quotes оп 
how the British view their former colony (“It must be kind of good not 
to give a shit about the rest of the world."). Flip the book and find the 
American perspective of the United Kingdom (“You're like so like artic- 
ulate? But like such bad teeth?"). No matter which side of the Atlantic 
you happen to be on, it will definitely crack you up. 


лмо mvd 


Drink up or speak up. Our continues retance on | The ‘Wannabe Jock 
David Feckham: My 
Backside P454 
} one ofthe gent masons aid pbs ве Tm really bored of 
ihe Beckhams. Appar- 


ently, so are Ivor Bad- 
[ trans and te worsening conn ot our ter diel and Jonny Zucker. 


{ importo юна ште con and o lor ey 
pii | otal ak pelton, a rise ia mapalo 


supoias. This dependonce aiso leaves us A ratherskillful send-up 
of England's most wor- 
shipped sports super- 
and al in ha wort markt. And tings wit ony get star David Beckham, 
their book could either 
in hardcov- 
vob paper panda er or a tribute in dis- 
sources ke geothermal, wind, biomass, hy. guise. Hmmm... 
and sotar. Speak up and ett government know 
you wani deon energy. Text WF YES 


economic vulnerable o me sarating cost of coal 


mutar ичеза we reduce our use cf coal and o 


Your Name? to 2365 lor Gobo (P2 SOtex 


"——— pete. EUNN, 
ei now sod help ge he Ranawatio Energy Bi The Aspiring Baddie 
_ How to Bea Villain P686 
passed inio iaw. Maybe hen, Бе Миз wort ba a a pesti 
suen a hod ing seo from legendary badasses 
Is such as C. Montgomery 
IT um f Burns, Darth Vader and your 
ГЕТЕ 1 mean English teacher, Neil 
s Zawacli dedicates a how-to 
to everyone "who ever 
| thought evil was just a 
dream.” Together with 
whimsical tips thwarting 
heroes ("You have to fight a 
whole team of these span- 
dex-wearing maniacs."), he 
gives a handy guide on 
laughing, dressing and even 
fund raising like the ultimate 
evildoer. It may be Christ- 
mas, but Darkness 101, any- 
one? 


: TS All available at Fully 
INGüiRER s 5 Booked, Power Plant Mall, 
Makati City 


UZ's How to Dismantle an Atomic Bomb . 3 
its a proven fact: U2 is the only band that have Turn up the volume and travel the world! Get into the global groove”... Dog lovers will say "thank you 
kept their original members in two decades, never vith Putumayo's trip-happy collective, from modern Brazilian bossa furry much” with this unique line 
О.р. on illegal substances or gotten entangled with поуа and samba, cool Caribbean tunes, sexy Mexican mixes and Cuban 0f pet furniture, brought to you ^ q a 
x 'salsoa proven fact that their latest al Salsa, by the kooky pooch lovers of SIT. You are invited as my... 
bum rocks, from the gift box to the boom box. (Avail- Even the eye-catching CD covers are instant mood-uppers. (Available They are especially designed for apecial guest tomy 
able at Tower Records and Music One.) at Tower Records) your precious pooches, and are so 5 
‘comfortable that you'd probably wedding... 
end up fighting over lounge time Вашій 0 
with your furry friend. (Call Sloatine:6:00 pm. 
09178170023 and look for Monch Meet you at the айол 
für more buying info) i 


By Tals Diaz 


YOUR friends deserve 
more than fruitcake. So our 
Super! elves (ali two of 
them) made alist, checked 
it twice, thrice, and found 
these fantastic gift buys! 


Hang out with a surfer and for some rea- 
son, the world feels like а better place. Hang 
out in these comfy Uno T-shirts, made by our 
local surfers, and you actually CAN make the 
"world a better place! Part of the proceeds will 
go to a local surfer's project to help clean up 
ош seas. (Ride the wave and call 
09194909024 or 8425277, look for Neriza) 


Step into these unique, handmade 
Swarovski foot jewelry and you'll want to go 
barefoot forever. 
Inspired by traditional Indian style, these. 
feet treats also have ipecial t they're 
specially designed so you can also wear them 
around your neck to fasten your eyeglasses. 
(Available at Heaven Sent Bazaar and Ayala 
Alabang Bazaar on Dec. 18 and 19, or call inquiries, call 632-2255/333: 
Margie Villa-Abrille at 8423754) 


^ 
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а 

downloading the Service Pack 2 for Win- 
dows XP free of charge from Microsoft.com. 
(For my part, I now use Service Pack 2's 3- 
in-1 firewall, automatic update and virus 
update features and 1 rest easy knowing 
that, say, a "Hardcore Teen Sex" ad won't 
suddenly pop up while my parents are in the. 
room. Apart from that, he likewise ex- 
plained the value of using only genuine soft- 
ware, 

, Ninis summed it all up by encouraging 
more consumers to explore technology. “IF 
you're not so tech-savvy or are simply 
Scared of gadgets, just try it. You'll see it's 
cool when you realize how much you can 
get done," he affirmed. 

Asa self-proclaimed technosexual, I gave 
Ninis a you-my-dog salute. 

1 suddenly remembered the Microsoft ad 
they showed earlier in the day. While tap- 
ping on her notebook computer, a woman 
ran through a list of all the cities she's been 
recently. She ended it, however, by saying 
that;where she was at that very mo- 
ment—an airport departure terminal—was 


her office. It's true. With our post-post-mod- 
ern on-the-go lifestyles, where you work 
now is where you are thanks to PDAs, cell 
phones, and laptops. (My mobile work sta- 
tion has a long way to go, though, since it 
still looks like a Motorola Timeport in a 
Tod's shoe box. Sigh.) 

Talking shop and clinking drinks with the 
hard-working but fun-loving crew at Microsoft, 
I realized the type of elbow grease they put into 
developing all these products that allow usto be 
more flexible and connected. By giving con- 
sumers the kind of attention they deserve, Mi- 
crosoft, its partner companies, and their new in- 
novations are sure to leave a tech legacy that 
will give technosexuals and technophobes alike. 
a lifetime high. Judging by the range and quali- 
ty of products Microsoft has in sore for us, it's 
safe to assume that we will definitely experi- 
ence more in 2005. 


Special thanks to Josine Bustalino, Tanya 
Lara, Ninis Samuel, Susan Kittleson, Do- 
minic Carr, Kenneth Lundin, Sangita Jeyap- 
athy, Medy Mulyono, Hiroshi Sakakibara, 
Nabil Chebbi, Charlene Chian and the awe- 
some staff at The Fullerton Singapore Hotel. 


WINDOWS TO THE WORLD. Microsoft has tons in store for you in 2005 
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nese toys 


Who it's good for: Moody individuals who can't 
decide between a phone in clamshell mode or one 

with a landscape view — 
Why: This. dual-hinge tri-band GSM/GPRS 
product blends the best of a cell phone, PDA and 
email messenger in one device with built-in 
WiFi, Bluetooth, 1.3 mega-pixel camera, Mi- 
crosoft Windows Mobile software and 1 
GB of expandable memory. Make way 

for the Super! phone. 
When it drops: Early 2005 


Who its good for: Pop culture vul- 
tures who want their music, as well as. 
movies and photos, to go 

Why: Stores up to 80 hours of AVI, 
ASE MPEG4 video files and subtitles 
for total video playback time of Sj 
hours; Stores MP3, ASE WMA, OGG 
files for total audio playback of up to! 
10 hours; Acts as a photo viewer for} 
JPEG and BMP files; FM radio; Can be} 
hooked up to your TV Oh. My. God. 

"When it drops: January 2005 


Who it's good for: Hi-fi fanatics who like their МРЗ play- 
ers pocket-sized without compromise 

Why: The Quick Scroller Navigation lets you manage 
your music in a snap. (A 60GB version should be making its 
way to our shores soon. That's 1000 hours of music.) 
Enough said. 

When it drops: In stores now 


Who it’s good for: Music fans who like ultra-compact fuss-free 
digital players 

Why: 5GB, 2500 songs, Vertical Touch Pad, FM Radio and 
Recorder, and 10 colors that glow in the dark. The real slim 
shady. 

When it drops: January 2005 


Who it's good for: Overachievers who 
like to develop interactive multimedia 
presentations, create Web design con- 
tent, edit videos or brainstorm on the fly 
‘Why: Microsoft Office OneNote 2003 
offers the flexibility of a paper notebook 
and the power of digital note-taking. 
The best of the old and new schools. 
When it drops: In stores now 


' What: Service Pack 2 for Windows XP 


Who it's good for: Internet junkies who can't close unwanted pop up windows fast enough 

Why: A firewall makes your PC a true digital fortress! x 

When it drops: Download from Microsoft.com. For peeps with non-broadband connections, Microsoft will 
È send you а CD copy anywhere in the world. 
| What: Photo Story 3 

Who it’s good for: Technosexual shutterbugs who are. sentimental and mighty proud of it 

Why: Now you can edit, organize and send your digital snapshots as an email attachment that comes with 


its own soundtrack and subtitles. Like a hi-tech Hallmark card. 


When it drops: Download from Mi 
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E-ORIENTED drinking and hobnobbing: 


inbow Fund's 


hunications Director John Paras (with Martini glass) with (from 
lo Nones, Government resident DJ Bam Del Valle, and 


тепе commander in chief Henry Lim 


COLORS of the Rainbow Fund: (from left) Rainbow Fund 
Jimenez, John, Rainbow Fund overall chair 


RC Carrion, Rainbow Fund li 


ison officer Amiel Hip: 


and Bed's Great Ancheta. 


e rainbow connection 


ByJojoNones +, 


THE NIGHT when the fourth su- 
per typhoon hit Luzon, I was out 
partying. 

Just about the time when some 
people were losing their homes, 
losing their loved ones, I was ea- 
gerly losing control of my psy- 
chomotor capacities with every 
cocktail glass downed. 

Just when these people were 
seeing their lives crumble before 
their very eyes, I was squinting at 
the early morning sunlight, only 
managing to step out of the club 
after an all-nighter. 

The typhoons left huge parts of 
Luzon devastated. Parties always 
leave me wasted. 

These images of contrast may 
be sordid, but they are true. And 
to a certain extent, yes, I am em- 
barrassed of my seeming apathy. 

"Truth is, I wasn't aware of how 
much damage the super typhoons 
inflicted on Luzon, How could 1 
know? 1 was dry and warm while 
some people were sleeping in wet 
clothes. So when I saw on TV the 
footages on the typhoon vietims 
and the sufferings they had to en- 
dure, I was stunned. This may 
sound melodramatic, tawdry and 
pretentious, but yes, 1 cried. 


Arainbow after the rains 
And the thing that made me 
cry the most was not the misery 
and disarray that the people of 
Quezon had to face. Rather, it 
was this particular group of vil- 
lagers--in some far-flung, mud- 
stricken community—that had 
the raw kindness and sheer nobil- 
ity to still offer food to passing 
refugees, in spite of their insuffi- 
cient supply. What benevolence! 


It totally shook me out of my 
careless existence. 

This benevolence, this power- 
ful, wonderful, magical energy 
that drives people to shine with 
compassion, is probably the same 
driving force behind the Rainbow 
Fund—a new foundation formed 
by a group of self-confessed par- 
ty-loving  metrosexuals who 
bravely dare to "let society know 
that [partyphiles] are not just ir- 
responsible and socially insensi- 
tive people, aimlessly partying 
without [thinking of] social re- 
sponsibility.” 

“We want people to look at the 
gay and bisexual community with 
esteem," says Rainbow Fund 
Communications Director John 
Paras, who is the youngest mem- 
ber of the fund committee at 19 
years old. "We want society to 
know that we truly care, that we 
may love to party but we also feel 
for our unfortunate brothers and 
sisters and that we're doing 
something concrete to help alle- 
viate their plight.” 

The Rainbow Fund is allied 
with two of the most well-attend- 
ей clubs in the metro—Govern- 
ment along Makati Avenue and 
Bed in Malate. Both clubs are fa- 
vorite haunts of a beautiful and 
stylish set and are known in the 
club scene for powerful sound 
equipment, state-of-the-art laser 
lights, and current house music 
supplied by the clubs’ resident 
Dis. 

Each party night, usually from 
"Wednesdays to Saturdays, club 
members and guests are asked to 
donate any amount at the en- 
trance. Henry Lim of Government 
and Great Ancheta of Bed, in 
close collaboration with Rainbow 


Text by Gino dela Paz and Tals 
Dia. 

Winning caption #1: Mukhasim 
talaga! 


Winning caption #2: Datu Puti's 

new commercial, endorsed by 

Manny “Pacman” Paquiao. 
‘Sender: Sarcophillus Satanicus 


Popeye, ikaw ba yan? 


[ny Pacquiao pummelling his Thai 
Jonen? if yours were, you'd proba- 
hink that this photo isn't very flat- 


“Where's the toilet... 


Sender: John Rasco 


Sender: Yvette Reyes 


Sender: Theresa Rapada 


ng. But then again, this was taken 
|: before “The Pacman" became a 
|l hero once again. (Cue in Queen's 
Are The Champions." Being a 
Jo of the people has its perks. Man- 
jow rakes in several endorsement 
Is ranging from telecommunica- 
isto... er socks. Possibly inspired by 
cal vinegar brand's tagline, we hail 
weeks caption champs John Ras- 
and Sarcophillus Satanicus (what 
devil, is that really your name? Are 
|е siblings named Beelzebub and 
fer?) Congrats on knocking out 
competition! Call our Marketing 
hartment at 897-8808 to claim your 
ber prize/Christmas freebie. 
hind the following captioneers also 
erve a round of applause: 
piatabs endorser: Pag umatake 
LBM, mag Diatabs muna bago 
laban! 
Sender: Dino Canalin 
tanny Pacquiao after a face lif 
Sender: Andrew Joseph Salan- 
guit 
Diyos kol Ang kati ng likod kol 
Sender: Martin Sy, Jr. 
PACMAN after chomping POWER 
lets. 

Sender: Willy S. Dy 
ingnan nga natin kung di matakot 
ihsan sa itsura kong йо! 

Sender: Adrian Allarey 


Its been a rumning tradition each 
year at UP Diliman. Dubbed the Obla- 
tion Run, such bold and the burt-ful 
male neophytes check each others 
cheeks as they run amuck with supots 
on their heads while the whole campus 
sizes them up. Now its your tum to 
grab them by the balls and flog them 
With your witty words. Butt of course! 
Our Super! inbox awaits. Email us your 
captions at super@inquirercom.ph. 
‘This week's 


challenge 


Fund's John, also plan and imple- 
ment fund-raising activities that 
help boost fund revenue. The 
money collected from both clubs 
shall then be combined and ac- 
counted for and eventually 
turned over to ABS-CBN's Sagip 
Kapamilya foundation. 

Founders of the Rainbow Fund 
have identified the typhoon vic- 
tims in Quezon and Aurora as the 
initial beneficiaries of this en- 
deavor. 


Just the cost of one drink 

“My best friend RC (Carrion, 
Rainbow Fund overall chair] and 
1, were both watching television 
that day, and we were shocked by 
the calamity that befell our fellow 
Filipinos," recalls Rainbow Fund 
treasurer Rich Jimenez, 

“If there is such a thing as a 
man-made disaster, then this was 
it,” says Government resident DJ 
Bam Del Valle. “People were ren- 
dered homeless through no fault 
of their own, and it's sad. Lives 
were lost as well and it shouldn't 
have happened. It did bother me 
that the storm was a minor an- 
noyance to me and yet it changed 


many people's lives for the worst 
forever.” 

The news on TV that night af- 
fected RC and Rich. “RC was 
teary eyed when he told me that 
we should do something about 
it," says Rich. They then thought 
of an idea: if all their friends, 
faithful customers of Bed and 
Government, could only sacri- 
fice the cost of one drink, even 
for just one night, the resulting 
money saved could already feed 
several families struck by the 
calamity. 

The idea occupied their 
thoughts for days. While partying 
one night, RC and Rich bumped 
into an old friend, John, and they 
were pleasantly surprised to find 
thar he shared the same desire to 
form a foundation that would 
help the people of Quezon and 
Aurora. 


Getting wasted for a cause 

“Rather than simply wasting 
away the vibrancy of youth by 
partying without direction, we 
are giving the community an op- 
portunity to be more socially re- 
sponsible,” says RC. “The owners 
of Government and Bed were im- 
mediately enthusiastic about sup- 
porting our vision.” 

“Tm very passionate about this 
undertaking,” professes Henry of 
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Government. "It feels so much 
better when you are able to give 
back the blessing you receive. In 
the end, you feel better, you sleep 
better” 

“1 feel happy that in my own 
way, T am able to give back to the 
community to the less fortunate,” 
adds Great of Bed. “It feels good 
to think that we're making this 
world a little better to live in." 

Several events are lined up in 
support of the Rainbow Fund. 
Both Bed and Government are 
having special parties tonight and 
part of the proceeds from both 
events will go to the fund. 

Bed is holding ‘Jingle Ball 
2004" and will be closing down 
the entire Nakpil stretch for a 
massive street party. Govern- 
ment, meanwhile, is unleashing 
“Pink Saturday" a much-awaited 
theme party dubbed as “Back to 
the Future” with about a thou- 
sand guests expected to attend. 

“The Rainbow Fund does not 
end with the donation to the ty- 
phoon victims,” adds John. 
“We're planning to continue the 
foundation and raise funds for 
more projects in the future." 

The Rainbow Fund committee 
is hoping to havea center for safe 
sex counseling, free HIV testing, 
and sex education. They're also 
thinking of putting up a home for 
aged gays who are alone in life. 
By forming a home for them, the 
committee claims, aged gays can 
come together and find comfort 
in each other, eventually ending 
up happier and healthier. 


Party boys make a differ- 
ence 

“It's nice to see the community 
come together" says DJ Bam. 
"When a community comes to- 
gether to pitch in and help out 
those in need, its always touch- 
ing. You do what you can to help 
and hope that you make a differ- 
ence somehow.” 

With the Rainbow Fund, are 


these party boys really making a 
difference? What do they say to 
people who trivialize such pur- 
suit and deem it pretentious? 

"Tm not here to please any- 
опе,” counters Henry. “1 dont 
need validation. Tm doing this 
ош of the goodness of my heart, 
and if people doubt our inten- 
tions, then it's their problem.” 

John advises naysayers to sim- 
ply look out for their future pro- 
jects. "The imminent success of our 
simple dream will speak for itself" 

Rich adds, "Let our actions, in 
one way or the other, concretely, 
manifest our intentions. There 
will always be disciples of nega- 
tivity that will look at the glass 
half empty, not half full. Whether 
they see it as pretentious or not, it 
doesn't concern us—all we want 
isto help from the heart.” 

True. Whether these guys real- 
ly do intend to make a difference 
or just simply plan to wipe away 
the guilt of partying while others 
wallow in misery, is not for us to 
determine. Just by forming the 
Rainbow Fund, just by getting to- 
gether to do something concrete 
and tangible to help others in 
need, these party boys function as 
men of virtue. 

Whether or not the Rainbow 
Fund raises enough money to 
feed а thousand families ravaged 
by the calamity, whether or not it 
continues to exist in the future 
and bears fruit in the form of 
counseling centers and homes for 
the aged, the good deed has al- 
ready been done, the noble pur- 


* pose served. 


The awareness for social re- 
sponsibility that these guys have 
imparted and are imparting to 
their friends and party mates will 
goa long way. As Rainbow Fund's 
Rich ably puts it, "A tidal wave be- 
gins with a single ripple.” A 
widespread concern for those in 
need begins with one simple act. 
А national enterprise to better 
self in the face of adversity begins 
with one person. 
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RO: у. FORPOLITICAL 
EXAMINATION. QUOTIENT Or 
Asset check on 'uey Quinones 
the door 


The dress code . 
read: ‘red light 
district’ thi б, for 
fashion industry 


insiders, 'skin' for 


odels and ‘gay 


apparel for the 


designers 


GUESS WHO? The headline goes, 
“Well-loved designer goes drag." 


INGO sce. 
mode 


RATED R. Rene Costner in 
Government 


Ж 

"NOU ARE GOLD. 
Always believe in 
your sol. 


‘SEXY SAGA. 
cea, - ^ CR Robby Carmona 
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Super Instant 
3-in-1 Coffee Mi 


Bagay sa taste mo! 


Gg 
go? C rogos - Super instant. 
401001 


тев MIX а -in-1 Coffee МІХ - 2 i x 


541-1 Coffee Mir 


БРА 


Sweet and 
'creamy! 


San Miguel Super Coffeemix Company, Inc. is a joint venture between San Miguel Purefoods Company, Inc. and Super Coffeemix Manufacturing Ltd. of Singapore, 
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Four reasons 
to celebrate 
with MTY 


THIS season, MTV, the 
country's favorite mu- 
sic channel, is serving 
up some superb enter- 
tainment with four on- 
air specials that are 
guaranteed to spread ` 
the holiday cheer. Tune 
into MTV Philippines. 
to get your fix of these 
must-see shows: 

MTV Fashionista 
Best Model Search 
2004 

Make way for the 
country's new runway 
stars! Watch them as. 
they strut down the 
catwalk in collections 
by Ignacio Loyola, 
ivarluski Aseron, 
Frederiok Peralta, Bea 
Albert, and Tina Dani- 
ac, and find out who 
took home the covet- 
ed titles at the MTV 
Fashionista Best Mod- 
el Search 2004. See 
performances by 
some of the best hip- 
hop acts in the coun- 
try, including 7 Shots 
of Wisdom, Krook & 
Jolo, and Sun Valley 
Grew. (Premiere: Dec. 
1at 10 p.m./Re- 
plays: Dec. 19 and 26 
арт) 

MTV Staying Alive 
Music Summit for 
HIV/AIDS 

Spread the mes- 
sage not the virus! 
See what happens 
when MTV brings to- 
gether over 30 of the 
hottest local and in- 
ternational acts at the 
country's biggest 
concert for a cause: 
the MTV Staying Alive 
Music Summit for 
HIV/AIDS. Crowd fa- 
vorites Bamboo, 
Rivermaya, The Mon- 
gols and Barbie's Cra- 
dle were part of the 
all-star lineup which 
included 6 Cycle 
Mind, Cambio, The 
Dawn, Kitchie Nadal, 
Кап, Kyla, Mojofly, 
Razorback, Session 
Road, 7 Shots of Wis- 
dom, Sandwich, 
South Border, 
Spongecola, Stone- 
free, Sugarfree and 
Tropical Depression 
with Josy "Pepe" 
Smith, among many 
others. Don't miss 
the special perfor- 
mances by interna- 
tional guests Jay 
Sean, Joshua Payne, 
The Barbs and Dun- 
can Sheik. (Premiere 
Dec. 25 al 2 p.m./ 
Replays: Dec. 31 at 8 
p.m., and Jan. 1 at 2 
рт) 

Унт Big in 2004 

From Michael 
Moore's standing ova- 
tion for the “Big Boat 
Rocker" Award to the 
now-intamous Anna 
Nicole Smith moment 
when she accepted 
this years “Big 
Makeover" Award- 
унт Big in '04 didn't 
disappoint when deliv- 
ering the wackiest mo- 
ments, best perlor- 
mances and hottest. 
icons in pop culture. 
Watch out for the 
year's hottest stars in- 
cluding Green Day, 
Black Eyed Peas, Ma- 
тооп 5, Usher, Josh 
Duhamel, Paris Hilton, 
Serena Williams and 
William Shatner, 
among others, as they 
celebrated all the buzz 
that was. (Dec. 25 al 
10p.m) 

NU Rock Awards. 
2004: Unsilent Night 

Typhoon "Yoyong" 
couldn't silence this 
years NU 107 Rock 
Awards, Gatch the 
electrilying perfor- 
mances from the 
artists and bands that 
rocked our nation thls 
past year and see who 
went home loud and 
proud. (Dec. 26 at 9 
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1.3 Megapixel camera sensor 
with 6X variable zoom 


and sequential shot 
Up to 1 hour video recording 


and Video streaming 


Document Viewers 
Bluetooth and PC connectivity 


Digital Music Player with 


Stereo Playback 
WAV, True Tones, Polyphonic 


Expandable memory with 
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hot swap slot 
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MTV Philippines is 
on Channel 41 for free 
TV or non-cable sub- 
scribers, Sky Cable 
and Home Cable Sub- 
scribers. MTV is also 
available in Metro Cebu 
and Davao on Channel 
29 tor free TV or non- 
cable subscribers. Call 
your local cable opera- 
tor for channel desig 
nation. 


Be first. 


by Globe Telecom 
WHW.hub-eShop.com 2, 


Get it now at the. 
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(EXCLUSIVE 


IPECRUZ: “The 
worst thing that ever 
happened to me was 
that my kid sister KC 
recently died ina. 
house fire. | aspire to 
be like her—strong- 
willed, intelligent, 
and just 


оге Alcasid 
EAOG2 Bakit Ngayon Ka Lang 
EAOG3 Dahil Mahal Kita 
EAO64 Dito Sa Puso Ko 
EAQ67 Pagkakataon 

EA068 Nandito Ako 

EA069 Sa Kanya 


RA186 Tel Me. 

RA185 Smile In Your Heart 
RA184 Minsan Lang Kitang Ibigin 
RA183 Wala Kang Katulad 
RA182 Sana kahi Minsan 


Bamboo 
EA145 Masaya 
EA201 Mr. Clay 
EA202 Noypi 

EA186 Hudas 


Regine Velasquez. 
EA021 Sana Mault Mull 

EA065 Biver Than Blue 

EA0668 Just Don't Wanna Be Lonely 
EAGT! What Kind Of Fool Am 
Boyfriends 

EAUT Dahl Mahal Kita 
EAO78 First Love 
EA079 Salawahan 


Rivermaya 
RA207 Kisapmata 

RA206 Awit Ng Kabataan 
RA205 214 

RA204 Ulan 

RA203 Hinahanap-hanap Kita 


Eraserheads 

RA181 Magasin 
RA180 With A Smile 
RA179 Huing'E Bimbo 
RA178 Over Drive 
RAITT Pare Ko 


SexBomb 
RA202 Daisy Siete 
RA201 Tong Song 
RA200 Spaghetti Song 
Francis Magalona ВА199 Bakit Papa 
RAZI2 Three Stars And A Sun 
RA211 

RA210 

RA209 

RAZO8 

ЕА180 


Stapshock. 

ЕА182 Evil Clown 
EA183 Get Away 
EA177 Agent Orange 
EA190 Misterio 

EA195 She's So Wicked 
EAOS8 We Are One 
EAD Hey it's Me 
EA081 [ve Fallen For You Sugar Free 
EA0SS Bumout 
EA199 Telepono 
EA189 Mariposa 


Jessa Zaragosa 

EAO04 Nahui Kita 

EA061 Siya Ва Ang Dahilan 
TheDawn 

EA198 Talaga Naman 

EA181 Enveloped Ideas 


Jimmy Bondoc 
RAZIS Akin Na Lang Sana Sya 
RA214 The Man | Was With You 
RAZI3 Let Me Be The One. True Faith 
EAI Perfect 

EATS Alaala 

EA179 Ambon 

EATB4 Hi 

EA185 How Much Feel 

EA193 Perfect (Acoustic) 

EA194 Sa Puso Ko 

EADT2 Kung Ok Lang Sayo 

Kyla EADT3 Muntik Nang Maabot Ang Langit 
EA0539 Human Nature EA074 Huwag Na Lang Kaya 

EA19 Not Your Ordinary Git 

A187 Feel For You Yano 

EA203 Hanggang Ngayon RAT96 Esem 
EA075 Because Of You RATSS Kaka 
RA194 Kamusta Ka 


Joey de Leon 
RATS! Dai 
RA190 Thin Git 
RA189 Paepek Epek 
RA188 Bakit Puppy 
RA187 Canton 


By Tim Yap 


HE YEAREND pop culture 
| curve always gets a high with 
the Metro Body Calendar 
Each year, a crop of namedroppables 


the country’s top photographers. 

‘This year, the morley crew of personalities be- 
came more diverse. Aside from the usual model- 
slash-actresses in the fold, this year sees a new 
showcase, involving billionaire man about town 
Jacques Dupesquier (shot by Ronnie Salvacion) 
and Shu Uemura makeup artist Xeng Zulueta, 


Luke Mejaies 
ВА219 214 

RA218 Just A Smile Away 
RA217 Living Without You 
RA216 Paano Na 


RA193 Tsinelas 
RA192 Banal Na Aso 


Cycle! 
RA198 Nalito 
RA197 Bigiean 


from diverse fields take off their 
clothes in tastefully styled shoots by 


whose photo spread by Tom Epperson will sure- 
ЗАМТАЅГЕІ 


Text the <CODE> to 2332 Ex: Text RA186 to 2332 
For your free list of our full range of ringback tones, text LIST to 2332 


To listen to a ringback, 

text H <CODE> to 2332 

Ex Text Н RAT86 to 2332 

You wil receive a text message to call 2332. 


LOVE YOUR FRIEND'S RINGBACK? NOW YOU CAN COPY ITT 
Send COPY “Your Friend's 11-digit Globe 4^ 10 2332 
Ex. COPY 09171234587 to 2332 


GIVE RINGBACK TONES TO YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS! 
Text GIVE «Your Friend's 11-diait Globe # <CODE> to 2332 
Ех. GIVE 09171234567 RA186 to 2332 


Rates: 
per min. cal, P5.00 

par info request, P2.50 

рег download, P30.00 for 30 days. 


Indulge 
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Regular Ringback rales app 
For more Ringback tones, go to myGlobe WAP site, under Whats Hol, click on myGlobe Ringback. 


Enjoy up to 38% discount at Moissanite Jevelléry't Christmas Indulgence Sale from December 3 to 31, 2004 
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From pago EI 

ly make anyone salivate. 1 predict these two im- 
ages will be the most talked about this 
There's also furniture maven Ito Kish, comedian 
Vhong Navarro and Drew Arellano of "Wazzup! 
Wazzup!" among other surprise strippers. 

Even before anybody in this town concocted 
their celebrity calendars, Metro, via its for- 
ward-thinking honcho Thelma San Juan was 
already making celebrities strip. "This year, we 
gave the photographers much freedom to de- 
velop their story” said associate editor Romina 
Urra-Gonzales, the woman in charge this year 
of the delicious disrobing. 

Ronnie revolved around an army theme 

vhile Tom played around with lingerie. “We 
wanted to prove that women do not have to 
be fully naked to be sexy” said Urra-Gonzales 
about the sexy female spread. 

Why would the subjects agree, you may ask 
about those outside the show biz circle? They 
do not need the mileage nor the attention, but 
perhaps there's an exhibitionist lurking inside 
ail of us. All it takes is the proper coaxing, a 
dash of class and a lot of tequila shots to get 
one naked. Hmmm, sounds like the perfect 
formula for seduction, 

1 did the calendar strip last year to rid myself 
of physical inhibitions (as #1 had any). Filipinos 
in general have negative body images. I wanted 
to get rid of mine. People are used to seeing me 
fully clothed, so when I wore only a mirror ball 
to cover my balls, people were shocked. And I 
shunned all pom offers from Playgirl and the La 


- Salle VCD sex scandal group. 


And just like bungee jumping, there was a 
natural high in dealing with body issues. Try it, 
stand in front of a mirror and use your camera 
phone to capture your naked image and sub- 
mit it to Metro. Who knows, they might put 
you in next years batch, 
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plend 
at the Richmonde «4; 


Enjoy a perfect blend of celebration and relaxation... at the Richmonde. 


BEHOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
at the Richmonde 


Enjoy a stress-free holiday stay at the Richmonde. Choose from these irresistible 

Christmas Season room packages available from Dec. 11, 2004 to Jan. 9, 2005: 

INCLUSIONS: 

= Buffet Breakfast at 
‘TheRichmonde Grill 
(for two persons it 
staying ina deluxe room, 
Junior or one-bedroom 
suite; for three persons 


1] 


ROOM TYPE 


Deluxe Room PhP6,000++ ^ PhP2,200++ 


Junior Suite 
One Bedroom Suite 
‘Two Bedroom Suite 


7,000++ 
8,000++ 
10,000++ 


2,600++ 
3,000++ 
4,000++ 


if staying ina two- 
bedroom sulte) 

“Local newspoperand 
bottled water, 


FORIFE CRUZ AND JACQUES DUPASQUIER 
FOTOS AND STYLING BY RONNIE SALVACION 
TPES GROOMING BY ROBBE PNERA 

OF SHUUEMURA 

JACQUES GROOMING BY TOTOBAGAMASBAD 


FORAANCAVALERO. 
PHOTOBYTOMEPPEISON 
HAR ANO MAKEUP BY CHECHEL JOSON 


Christinas is the season of giving, 
letting those you hold dear know how 
much you appreciate them. It is in this 
spirit of giving back and saying thenks 
that SMART Buddy celebrates the 
Buddy Holidays! For continuously 
making SMART Buddy the number 
one pre-paid service, there are so 
many ways SMART Buddy wants to 
repay all of you, the SMART 
subscribers, this Christmas! 


Pasko ng mga Mega-Regalo 


With SMART Buddy & National 
Book Store's Books & Bucks, get a 
P50 worth of National Book Store gil 
certlicates for free for every SIM swap 
or purchase of the SMART Buddy 
Super SIM 3. You can also win a bag 


i of goodies weekly or a new cellone 


plus P2,000 worth of books in the 


j grand draw. Tex! zed to 288 and you 
1 might win а Honda CR-V monthly or 


P100,000 weekly for every download 


‘Cafe's 


HEAVENLY 
Holiday Treats 


‘Spread holiday cheer with these fresh-baked delights 
‘with that melt-in-your-mouth goodness available only 
from The Lobby Café. 
Holiday Frit Coke 
Chocolate Chips Cookies Spes abo 
‘White Crinkle QS ps abog 
Oatmeal Raisin Cookies 25 pcs. abe 
Peanut Butter Cookies (25 pes. шайка) 


PhP175net 
T30net 
p 
130net 


« For inquiries and reservations, call 638-7777 ext. 3732 


Special thanks to car sponsors: 


FORPHOEHEA NON amp 
POTO BY TOM EPPEKON 
SIYUNG B ROSARO HERRERA 
ARANO MAKEUP BY BOBBY CARLOS 
For more information. cll 638-7777 extension 3703 or 3704. 
FOULFRED GAS 


PHOTO AND STYUNGBY RONNIE SALVACION 


GIOONGSY BABEL снам 


SMART XPLOSIVE Deals боой 

SM Department Store for 
unbelievable rates. You'll also get the 
chance to get premium items as well 
as one of 12 Nissan Urvens from SM 
in the grand raffle, How about 
capturing all those Christmas 
moments with the most affordable 
camera phone available? Well, that's 
exactly what the SMART Buddy 
SIEMENS МСӨО is, and you'll only get 
it through SMART! 


Pasko ng mga Kids 


It has been said that Christmas is 
for children, and that's why SMART is 
offering “Pasko ng, mga Kids!" For 
every purchase ol any SMART Buddy 
phonekit, you win a free ride-all-you- 
can ticket al Siar City! You can also 
join Pick-a-Prize for every SMART 
Buddy Super SIM 3 purchase or SIM 
Swap: In calebration of 30 years of 
Hello Kitty, enjoy a -Purr-featly cute, 


+ replenished daily 
+ Complimentary use of 
Health Club, sauna 

andindoor pool 


“3rd night convertible to а Gift Certificate valid until March 31, 2005. 
Rates are not applicable on New Year's Eve (Dec. 31). 


The Richmonde Grill's 


CARNIVAL 
of Sensations 


Indulge in the flavors. 
of the season at 

The Richmonde Grill 
Treat yourself to 
mouthwatering 
appetizers like Shrimp 
Cocktail and Roast. 
Beef Asparagus. 
Sumptuous entrees 
like Roast Turkey 
with Chestnut 
Stuffing, Roast Prime 
Rib and Lechon. 

‘And scrumptious 
desserts like 
Strawberry 
Cheesecake and 
Choco Tiramisu. 


Tus иснмоно: HOTEL 
Distinctly Richmonde, Distinctly Personal 


Utell_—721 San Miguel Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig City 1600, Metro Manila, Philippines Te (632) 638-0777 


Fx (632) 635-8567 * €-malrngrichmandehotsL comple Web Ste: wwvarchmondehotl con 


Subscribe to individual services. and Perfectly SMART Christmas with Gift: 
be one of 20 daily winners of P300 Gatel Win Hello Kitty, Swatch, Lego, 
load. If that's not enough, you can win” Russ, Benetton, of other Gift Gale 

{| а brand new Nissan X-Trail, or’ cool goodies for evely SMART Buddy 
1,000,000 in cash! “А free + Super SIM З purchase oc SIM swap. 

'Pasalubong" bag will be given to For а rare and exotic collection of 
every arriving balikbayan at Ihe Duy "some protected flora and fauna, buy а 
Free Fieslamall! Load P30'ánd you SMART Buddy Phonekil and get two 


| 


can even gel a SMART Buddy Super 
SIM З Pack. 


Pasko ng Discounts «e^ 


Just visit айу SMART, Callebration 
booth at the malis nearest you and get: 
huge discounts on all phoneklis: 
Hundreds of thousands of premium 
items, as well as free load and cals, 
‘will also be given away. Speaking of 
discounts on phonekits, visit any 


free tickets to the Malagos Gardens... 


тендеа, Amazing Bird Show. 


All of these treats are SMART 
Buddy's own humble way-of giving 
thanks'to YOU. For. is you who Гаме .& 
continued to support SMART Buddy 
апа made It the*unquestioned leader 
“tirwiraless pre-paid, Without you, we 
are nothing. It trulyissa happler holiday $ 
season with SMART Buddyso from 

all of us to all of you, Merry Christmas «d: 
“and enjoy the Buddy Holidays! 
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Sending 
Pics, Videos and 
Soundclips бо 
the gang ain’t never 


been as good as this. 


How to set MMS & GPRS: 


a) Send SET MMS «phone model» (ex: SET MMS N7610) to 211. 
b) Upon receiving configuration settings, click SAVE (Nokia) or YES (Ericsson). 
с) Activate the service by sending MMS ON to 333. 
d) A confirmation message will be sent to you. 
е) Send SET GPRS «phone model» (ex. SET GPRS N7610) to 211. 
f) Upon receiving configuration settings, click SAVE (Nokia) or YES (Ericsson). 
9) Activate the service sending GPRS ON to 353. 
) A confirmation message will be sent to you. 


Note: Activation may take several minutes, you only need to configure your 
MMS/GPRS once. 


Load up with a P300 Buddy Card and get; 100 
person-to-person MMS or 60 MMS downloads, 


DR DELL de trata da ака‏ ممم 


MMS person-to-person rate of P3 also applies to Addict Mobile Postpaid. 
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Losing 


DearMan About Town, 

Tm losing faith in my religion. I read 
“The Da Vinci Code” by Dan Brown about 
two months ago. At first I thought it was 
too incredible to be true, but then I start- 
ed researching about the subject, and ap- 
parently, there is a lot of evidence sup- 
porting some of the theories in the book. 
My parish priest claims most of these are 
lies, or at least, unsubstantiated, but 
even he admits that he has not read “The 
Da Vinci Code." Is everything we have 


БА 


$ 


| Man about town 


€ 


Chuck Dy 


learned in catechism class about the life 
and death of Jesus false? My faith is shak- 
en. Help met 


E-mail: superGinquirercom.ph. 


uet un your feed: 
irer sup name/city/message to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Nop culture . entertainment 


y religion 


For both faith and want of faith have de- 
strayed men alike. 
-Hesiod 


ENTURIES back, a venerable old man 
satin lonely exile on the isle of Patmos | 

with nothing but his Apocalyptic vi- 

sions to keep him company. Apparitions of } 
whores wading in blood, hallucinatory 
menagerie of hybrid beasts rising from the 
sea, angels blowing trumpets and breaking 
LOSING/E3 


| December 12 4pm 
E Rachel finn Go 


Concert Schedules: 


December 8 арт 


ficoustic Jive 

Ferdie 

2nd Call Band 

Jenny Milter 

Angeline Aguilar 

Go Girls dancers 
€-Male dancers 

Hosts: fite Gay & Janel 


December 11 rm 


Karyl 

D'Bodies 

Minstrels band 

1728 Acoustic band 
Melissa Ricks, 

Raphael Martinez 
Flawless Dancers * 
Hosts: Chocoleit & fite Gay 


Chyna Ortaleza 
Tyrone Perez 

Free Male Dancers 
Host: Dang Cruz 


December 18 4pm 


Jed Madela & Prime Council 
Mocha & Spin Band 

Cherry Lou 

Janel 

Go Girls dancers 

E-Male Danci 


ers 
Hosts: Ate Gay & Anton Diva 


December 19 арт 


+ Sarah Geronimo 
Mark Bautista 
Chyna Ortaleza 
Tyrone Perez 
Free Male Dancers 
Host: Dang Cruz 


December 22 4m 


Sarah Geronimo 
Mark Bautista 
Chyna Ortaleza 
Tyrone Perez 

Free Mate Dancers 
Host: Dang Cruz 


December 23 арт 


Christian Bautista 
Mariano 
Oona R&B 
Roxanne & Joross 
Viva Hot Babes 
Flawless Dancers а 
Hosts: Ate Gay & Anton Diva 


Under RA 9174, 

Balikbayans and OFWs arriving 
between llo. 15 and Jan. 15 can 
shop within 30 days from the 
date of arrival. 


+ 


2295, 


BANK ОР THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 
‘tradition of leadership 
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Textand photos by Tim Yap. 


HEN 1 grow up, 1 wanna 
be just like John Munr 
For those not in the ‘Bora’ 


know, this guy is thé king of Coco- | 


mangas—the place in Boracay 
where jam jars, cum shots (come, 
shots!) and blue jugs rule. 


WHAT: John Munro just turned 40. Flewin | 


some friends via Sea Air who stayed at Escon- 
dido resort nearby and made sure there were 


plenty of San Miguel Beer all throughout. A [ 


banner was placed atop the DJ's booth, “тоге 
birthdays and good lucks to come,” from well 
meaning friends of the celebrator. 

WHO: The rest of the tight Bora crew, Co- 
comangas lovers all, paid their respects to the 

side of Station 1. His son 
Chico dutifully manned the bar, di 
ise? Jam Jars and 
ly yum 
uhhmmmmmm pizza?that can make you 
come 15 times (to get more’ shots, that is) to 
the bar for drinks. 

The dancefloor had the usual Bora main- 
stays—expats turned divemasters, overstay- 
ing Manila folks, ladies in leopard print and 
ladies who are not ladies and bodacious boat- 
men on a break—all of whom complete the 
party package that is Boracay nightlife. 

WHAT ELSE: DJ Mars Miranda (and not 
Mars Del Rosario, as this writer has always 
put—soweel), whose music is ruling the R&B 
clubs this side of the city, chose to jumpstart 
the night with his funky soul beats, mak 
the beach bohemes raise the Cocom: 
roof. Newly moved Bora resident slash 
Mendoza (who doubles as fire dancer), took 
off his shirt and spun, too. Hey Jude's DJ Mon- 
ster made sure he also gave Mr. Munro his gift 
of music. 

Most memorable moment was seeing John, 
after hours of making sure guests were enter- 
tained, sat down behind his throne—the 
bar—relaxed, as he watched his son groov 


happily on the dance floor like a dutiful king 


observing his crown prince. 
pen hes 
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Losing my religion 


seals, a macabre quartet of cheerless Horse- 
‘men—John of Patmos saw the future through 
grim metaphors, inspired by God, or by some 
extremely potent mushrooms. And while 
most of these visions have come to pass, in 
one interpretation or the other, your religious 
constitution has been trampled upon, not by 
any of the Horsemen of the Apocalypse, but 
by The Da Vinc Gode. I can hear cheering in 
ell 

Oh yes, my dear, Faith can be a fragile con- 
cept. The sedition of angels continues to this 
very day, but the battles are waged in subtle 
conflict, with less gore and more guile. Blame 

"Time, that old double-oh-heaven agent of life, 
"who likes your faith shaken, not stirred. Prim- 
itive civilizations left little allowance for de- 
bate; thus was Faith shaped--fortified in the 
furnace of social conformity and hammered 
straight by plain, old fear of ostracism and 
death. In the old days, if you raised your hand 
during catechism class, they flogged you in 
public, forced you to digest molten gold, or 
pulled your still-beating heart from your 
chest to the ooohs and aaahs of an adoring 
public. These bloody practices were consid- 
ered good for you, reconciling your body and 
soul through massive amounts of lethal pain. 
Like Pilates. 

Then strange abstractions such as democ- 
racy, globalization and free thought began to 
converge and collide, and suddenly, Faith was 
no longer a matter of mandatory assignment, 
Ithad become (gasp!) a personal concept ofa 
(gasp!) subjective nature. Questions, once 
anathematized in the courts of the clergy, be- 
gan to surface with a frequency, and a re- 
silience to rote canon never witnessed before. 
Is there really a God? Is there really a devil? 
Which religion has got it right? Who are the 
five people 1 will meet in heaven? Is heaven 
cold, like Baguio? Should I bring a sweater? 
How much does the strawberry jam cost 
there? 

“Answers from the clerics, once considered 
unassailable, became less dogmatic for a vari 
ety of reasons. One, the clerics themselves, 
even of the same religious order, will on occa- 
sion disagree with one another, evidencing 
fallibility 

‘Two, they have been publicly proven as all 
too human, a few getting caught with their 
pants down, and a few ordering dynamite 
detonation in public places as a moral obliga- 
tion. 

Three, there are SO many denominations 
to choose from, each with its own nuances 
and flavors, each appealing or repellant to an 
individual depending on circumstance and 
condition. 

Four, religious tolerance in modem times 

zhas allowed man to examine clinically, histor- 

ally, and scientifically, articles of faith we 
once took for granted to be self-evident 
truths. 

And five, Vanilla Ice became the first rapper 
to reach number one on the Billboard charts, 
a landmark argument against the existence of 
God. Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? 

But is this necessarily a bad thing? I think 
not. While an unwavering sense of religious 
belief is certainly noble to behold, it is only 
human to have our faith tested from time to 
time—by media, by everyday events, by our 
own internal conflicts. 

War, famine, poverty, acts of malice, reality 
TV shows—these waves batter against the 
fortresses we have built on dry land. In your 
case, its Dan Brown. But these should work to 
strengthen faith, not tear it down, by strip- 
ping it to its essence, by forcing the individual 
to question the core. 

Anselm of Canterbury termed this as 
“faith seeking reason" (fides quaerens intel- 
lectum). Saladin, the great Moorish warrior 
considered more Christian than most Chris- 
tians, welcomed the serious inquiry of Islam 
in order to strengthen his faith. People who 
refuse to indulge religious questions or sub- 
ject their faith to scrutiny... well, let's just 
say that you'll never know how strong a 
rope is until you've pulled at it from both 
ends. 

Let's talk about "The Da Vinci Code." It’s 
450 pages of best-selling pop, that mixes ad- 
venture, espionage, history, religion, art 
and conspiracy theory into a vague amal- 
gam of fiction and fact. It has generated 
controversy, uproar and millions of dollars 
for its author. It is loved as a fantastic mar- 
riage of imagination and literature. It is de- 
tested as trashy reading culled from other 
works and fit for those who never graduated 
from high school (actual quote). But most 
importantly, it is JUST a book. And while I 
agree that certain pieces of art or literature 
are moving enough to force one into intro- 
spection, if Dan Brown or Paolo Coelho or 
James Redfield ever tested MY faith, Pd 
have to ask myself if it was a faith worth 
having in the first place. 

The faith that stands on authority is not 
faith, so waxes Ralph Waldo Emerson. I 
think he means the authority vested in tran- 
sient things, like books, or people, or propa- 
ganda, For example, if archeologists un- 
earth evidence that there were actually 16 
apostles at the Last Supper, would it be trou- 
bling because the Bible only stated 12? If 
proof were discovered that Siddharta Gau- 
tama sat under a coconut tree instead of a 
fig tree, would this make him any less En- 
lightened? 

‚ We root our faith on the substance of these 
stories, not the wording, We believe not solely 
because someone or something instructed us, 

‘but because we are reassured by our experi- 
ences, Ashton Kutcher Is a terrible actor, not 
because a critic wrote so, but because I feel 
this as a universal truth, echoing in thé mar- 
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row of his movies, reverberating across the 
tectonic plates of popular media, and creep- 
ing up Demi Moore's things. 

Instead, forage for spiritual sustenance in 
the considerable undergrowth of the daily 
grind. While sacred texts and pastors pro- 
vide guidance and the occasional faith lift, 
religious conviction should always be sus- 
tained by what we experience everyday: 
random acts of kindness from strangers, 
stories of taxi drivers returning abandoned 
wads of cash, students volunteering to men- 
tor their less fortunate counterparts, you 
know what mean? The parable of the Good 
Samaritan is a great repeater for Sunday 
mornings, but the rest of the week should be 
filled with originals. 

‘The one thing I can assume with some ac- 
curacy is that if “The Da Vinci Code" shook 
your faith, my friend, you have got to get out 
of your house and start experiencing a lot 
more in life. Read more, travel more, observe 
more, listen more. Absorb material from dif- 


ferent cultures and religions other than your 
own. Great quote from St. Augustine: “The 
world is a book, and they who have nat trav- 
eled have read but one page.” The erudite 
saint refers not specifically to international 
adventure, but to voyages beyond our fami 
iarity, outside our comfort zones, 

Faith can move mountains, but you have. 
to keep pushing while you're praying. Like 
anything worth keeping in life, you've got to 
work for it to make it work for you. You have 
to allow it to be tested, to be questioned, to 
be insulted, to be dissected, and to be sacri- 
ficed on the altar of public scrutiny. Such 
conditions can only make it stronger and 
more potent. A conviction refreshed and 
reinvigorated, ready and willing to be chal- 
lenged by much steeper a faith hill than Dan 
Brown fiction. Like Vanilla Ice making a 
comeback. 


Email author at bohemiansamurai@ya- 
hoo.com 
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Starring Richard Gutierrez 
in “Burlesk King Ngayon” 
After playing a fying superhero slash 
birdin Mulawin, he next sensible 
move for this adolescent star is to 
shock the audience. And what beter 
way than to star in a revealing prover- 
bial Pinoy ick? Cue sensual music 


By James Gabrillo ` 


BUNDLE: of stars have 
made truly dense prefer- 


ences when.it comes ta, 
selecting film roles that either 
range from. absolutely flat or 
just barely asinine- — " d 

‘But who éan blame them? 

There's actually not a great deal to 
pick from, particularly these days when 
the discharging of Pinoy pictures is done 
thinly. Time and again, it is the gaffe of 
the mother studios which persevere on 
making their treaty-bound stars play 
characters they would never haul off no 
matter how many workshops. they at- 


;. So we thought about big-screen roles 
that are a slash above. the rest—those 
that stun and flabbergast and those that 
would broaden the artist's acting apti- 
+ tude to its extreme prospective. 


Starring Jolina Magdangal 

in “Ang Bagong Соке 
Agcaoili” 

Jolens, legendary for manipulating the 
hairstyles and fashion selections of little 
diris, stars as Coke Agcaoili, a forgotten 
Sexy star Irom the 70s, in a musical 
about а woman's теве with drugs and 
misery subsequent to her disastrous 
show biz vocation and then gets back in 
1o the headlines after winning t lottery 


PHILIPPINE DAY 


(en 


E-mail: uper@Inguirencom.ph 
Text us your feedback 

Inquirer sup namefcty/message to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


BROWN а RED: 


In Perfect Harmony. 


Add a dash of LEA & PERRINS to your catsup 


(and give your dip a rich, new twist.) 


Also avallable in the market 


From the makers of LEA & PERRINS: 


HP BBQ Sauce 


www.leaperrins,com 


i 


Е Starring Alessandra. 

Een pay Ayna de Rossiin “Gagay: 

Santos in “Lualhati Pri 

Salna” rinsesang 

This is the ie story of cele- Brownout Part Il 

brated Pinay writer Lualhati After the triumph of the irst 

Bautista ("Dekada 707 and арау” movie starring Gel- 

"gata Bata, Pano Ka GF- Ido Belen in the ate 90s, it 

паа?" who was last seen is Justright to remake the 

walking out of an awards uproarious story of a A 

ceremony after not winning provincial lass who cata- ! 

the Best Screenplay award pulls into affluence after | 

Juday, an awesome associ- í F3 spawning a charcoal-pow- 

ate of the Telenovela ered generator. Just who I. 

im T did the doctor order or the 2 ang с 

‘who struggles as an artist, M ^ai part? Alessandra, who won Starring Cherrie Gil in "Cherry Hill" 

asa warrior of woman's р ‘over local and international Startling veteran kontrabida Cherrie jolts back in the glant-screen edi- 

M UN he trons critics for her piece in 6 tion o he story ol Pinoy myth pop idol Marla Malling. This time, she 

паа Portes dramatic flim "Mga gets o bowl her immeasurable acting to hikers who step оп har ell 
Munting Tinig. You know. Cue really sensual music. 


чотлат 


Alter bombarding our 
tubes wih Ns candid gay 
cus and recent pay. 

inga beauty quen in he 

stage adaptation of Joey 

Gostenpfons specacdar 
“Tempaton sland John 
А acd NS т Sai shal playa rock superstar 
Starring Mahal and Mura in “Twin Popsies ` "== Î in the Bis who gele so foe 
Natal setoddlrina arm who becomes he subject of a cloning experiment. Afer à od situs ad sor 
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THE MUPPETS RETURN. Be afraid, be very ALONG CAME VAN HELSING. Her 
afraid... of Kermit and Miss Piggy's steamy ‘AMERICAN BEAUTY AND THE BEAST. boyfriend sucks. Literally 
love scene. She's hairy... really hairy. 

CHUCKIES ANGELS. Natalie, Dylan and 


Alex come in boxes and they've got their SIS 


eyes set on their first victim—Bosley. 


LS, WANNA PLAY? kh od гы мач словар 
AMERICAN BEAUTY 3. 
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Hugh jackman je 


Along Came Van Helsi 
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Chuckie's cheese... Princess’ heels on a Predator's eye... mummified Muppets ... and a hairy American Beauty... 
This page shows a celluloid mishmash that proves, indeed, Mercury is in retrograde 


SHReCK 


den 3 1 f " н 
Ф SCOOBY FOREVER. Zoinks! 


o К 

SEED OF SHREK. Princess Fiona Jinkics! This саре canine likes ТНЕ ТОҮМІМАТОК, Woody МАА! ? LEGALLY BLADI 
gives birth toa mini-ogre with | MONSTER tightleatherand British butlers. — wants to rule the world. Move i Ng Pet | she's deadly. She 
schizophrenic tendencies. ne over, Buzz Lightyear. 

1, MONSTER. Sulley fights against other 

monsters who are trying to take over the 

world, TROY STORY. Brad, Ericand 

Orlando—boytoys we'd love to play with. 
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| Starring Jericho 
Î Rosales in “Vote 
| For Mwah" 
He's done the leading. 
man role In "Pangako 
| Sa Yo; has taken oft 
his shirt for his stint 
D]. vitn "The Hunks” ana 
has played antihero in 
"Santa-Santita." What's 
next? Echo shall playa 
ay senator who de- 
Sides to acquire a sex | 
Transplant and eventu- 
ally turns into the focus 
of Ihe nation debates. 


| 


Starring Aiza 
Seguerrain 
“Paglalakbay sa 
Purgatoryong 
Pink” 

The precious stone from 
ihe feted noontime show 
Eat Bulaga shall star as a 
minor who commits su 
tide after being singled 
out and eternally bullied n 
high school by a bouquet 
of cheerleaders. In her ex- 
petition to “Purgatory.” 
She is bemused to see 
thatthe lair is inhabited by 
|. perky pixies and imps. 


Starring 

Sandara Park 
in“Chop-Chop 
Lady 2005: 

Korean Barbecue” 
The Korean-bloodes 
charmer from "Star Circle 
Quest" shall pursue the 
lane of Kris Aquino, who 
appeared in a string of 
Caro Caparas slaughter 
moves and propelled into. 
eminence through 
Screaming and moaning. 
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Starring Rosanna 
Roces and Jennylyn 
Mercado in “Love” 
"905 bold star bombshell 
Osang stars In her riposte 
movie subsequent to all 
the hullabaloo as a 70- 
year-old bind lesbian 
who develops affection 
Tor ner infantile caregiver 
played by Jennylyn the 
Grand winner of the talent 
show “Starstruck” 


THE ALIEN VS THE PRINCESS. Watch 
Princess Mia throw her magic stilettos at the 
fashion-challenged alien. 


WHOEVER 
WINS. 
15 
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, She's tough, 


loves pink. ABOUT A HELL BOY. Hugh 
Grantis stalked by a young 
demon who likes watching TV. 
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tronic 
(like I do), inter- 
national DJ, pro- 


ducer, and com- E “Kk 3 
poser Paul van {б Geta: 


Dyk needs noin- f Éenense a memorable indulgences chance:to, 
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At the 47th Annu- Ў gk * nue 

al Grammy Awards} А ni : 

ritgs.to be held on 

Feb. 13 next year, 

Paul van Dyk's "Re- 

flections" competes 

with albums by tel 

ae e = "der büftetspread af thel 
тузга етой,  F-Resta lowe n 

Paul Oakenfold, and ТА = 

The Prodigy for the Kinana feast. pec. 24.7 отба 

ic/Dance Album 

award. This marks a 

milestone in van 

Dyks career, being ji; 

one of the first five Я i 

artists to be nomi- 3 © 

mated in a field that [1 ү -WelceRis 2005.h grahd:troj 

is only being recog- Wish dibhen live ban 

nized by the Nation- ight partyliig, fireworks: dl 

al Academy of *.- memorable countdown 


Recording Arts and Mr coy ach 
Sciences forthe fist Шет 


time this year. This 
clearly establishes 
van Dyk as one of 
the esteemed lead- 
ers of this genre. 
Van Рук fourth al- 
bum, "Reflec- 
Wons—haled by 
many critics as deeper 
and more insightful 
than his previous en- 
deavors—features the 
electronic dance hit 
"Nothing but You," a 
huge hit in clubs 
around Europe, Ame- 
rica, dnd Asia; "Time 
of Our Lives" the 
soundtrack for the 
current HBO/Cine 
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By Juliet Tan 


Y FAVORITE DJ has come to town 
M ign. And as usual, he did not dis- 
appoint. 

Paul Van Dyk has become a globetrotting 
celebrity DJ from the time 1 discovered his 
dusty CD in my friend's apartment in Hurgha- 
da, Egypt, way back in 1995. I had gone to vis- 
ita friend who worked at this diving paradise 
by the Red Sea, and for a non-diver like me, 
what was there to do? 

So, 1 dug up my friend's old CDs and lis- 
tened to them as I passed my days, gazing at 
the sand dunes across our flat, and fell in love 
with Seven Ways, PVD's second album. 

His music is melodious, creative, innovative, 
uplifting, and global. It made your whole body, 
not just your feet, want to dance. He has some 
hard beats, but most cuts were music to put you 
in a trance, a state of happiness with motion, 
not a suspended moment where everything 

ven his breaks, where the beats stop and 
just the melody, left me stupefied. 

1 bugged my German friend for informa- 
tion on van Dyk. In 1996, he was already a 
star in Germany, and true enough, while 
‘watching Deutschewelle, 1 saw an interview 
of him. They talked about his roots, (he's an 
East Berliner, growing up in a communist en- 
wironment), how he started (played in а 
'small club called Turbine in Glogauer Street 
‘in West Berlin every Friday for an event called 
‘Dubmission), to his personal taste in music. 
"This guy listens to classical music in ће morn- 
“ing upon waking up, 

From this obscure club, he graduated to the 
‘big time, playing in Tresor in 1991, where the 
‘techno lords like Derek Mae and Sven Vath 
‘were the main stars. Tresor is a club for hard 
“house and techno, and is not for the faintheart- 
ed. 

‘The basement where they play the really 
hard stuff is just about 7 feet in vertical clear- 
ance that’s filled with thick fog one can hardly 
see even one's own hand. Its only the music, 
hard thumping next to your heart, and noth- 
ing more. One melts into non-existence. 
That's what it felt like. 1 was the only girl 
'among the guys, jumping up and down to the 
beat. But that's another story. 

On my first trip to Germany in January of 
74997, Tresor and E-werk were the must go 
clubs in Berlin, which is the happening place 
in Germany for clubbers like me. E-werk was 
the more mainstream one, which was ru- 
mored to be owned by Paul Van Dyk. 

There are conflicting versions, though. 
Some say he owned it, and some say he was 
Just close to the owners. Anyway, for me, 1 
didn't care if it was commercial, 1 wanted to 
go because my idol, PVD, was playing. 

Berlin has a huge underground club scene, 
many clubs do not even have signs outside. 
Its only because my friend worked there for 


MOTION AT THE TENT. Paul Van Dyk rocks Manila 


two years, hence he knew the places to go, 
and what signs to look out for as evidence that 
there is a party going on, maybe in an aban- 
doned subway station, or an old big public 
toilet. Berlin is famous for that kind of thing, 
the more outrageous the party site, the better 
it was for the party. Just like the opening 
scene of Blade 1 where they had the party ata. 
slaughterhouse. 

Forgive me for rambling about Berlin and 
its party scene, but 1 cannot just dissociate 
Paul Van Dyk from Berlin... and so we waited 
30 minutes in line to get in E-werk, which was 
an old electric plant, It was -12 degrees out- 
side, at 3 am., and it was my first frigging 
winter! When we finally got in, the wait and 
cold were all worth it. It remains in my memo- 
ту, despite Ibiza and London, to this day, the 
best club I've been into. There, 

PVD was the king of trance, and his slot was 
6am. I could see the most fashionable and 

people from different style tribes and sub- 
cultures-the Goths, the leather SM gang, the 
techno clubbers in their forever Adidas 
stripes, the beautiful glamorous wannabes, 
hanging out by the lounges, waiting for PVD's 
session. | know enough German to know what 
they were talking about. 

So 1 waited with the rest of them, even if I 
had hardly slept throughout my first European 
party tour of Paris-Duesseldorf-Berlin. With so 
much to see and to experience, it was all exhila- 
rating for me to feel tired. And then, he was 
there on board already. Unassuming, cool, re- 
served, I could feel ће shyness coming through 
even if he was playing to his crowd. 
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max trailer; and “Connected,” the TV commer- 
cial jingle for the world-wide campaign on the 
Motorola C-350 cellphone, that also featured 
van Dyk as endorser. 


"America's Favorite DJ" 

Throughout this year, van Dyk has helped 
the "Rock the Vote" campaign by encouraging 
his fans to vote in this years election. During 
this tour, van Dyk performed in front of over 
200,000 people across 36 tour events, Its the 
first time an electronic dance artist has been 
selected for a "Rock the Vote" tour. 

Earlier this year, van Dyk was voted "Ameri- 
саз Favorite DJ" by BPM Magazine and was 
the big winner at the 2004 Dancestar Awards, 
taking home three awards: Best International 
DJ, Best Event (PVD at Central Park Summer 
Stage"), and Best Music in a Commercial 
Connected" for Motorola). He also won the 
Mexican Oscar in March 2004 for best origi- 
nal soundtrack for his music in the film "Zur- 
do.” 

With so much accolade in the field of elec- 
tronic dance music, one would assume that 
van Dyk grew listening to the genre, soaked in 
the pulsating trance rhythms of ubiquitous 

parties around Europe and Berlin, his 
hometown, But surprisingly, this crafty East 
German musician never got to attend even 
just one rave during his youth. Instead, he 
sought inspiration solely from the sounds he 
would hear from the radio. 

With time, he began to assemble mix tapes 
of songs for friends and before he knew it, he 
was already being asked to spin and ultimate- 
ly compose electronic ditties. 

Over the years, van Dyk has quickly posi- 
tioned himself as one of the most sought after 
Dis in the world, going on to produce countless 
tracks that have become undeniable mainstays 
on the set lists of other top international Dis. 


Interview with a god 
1 describe van Dyks music as addictive ear 
ind i have been a fan, long before his 
first visit to Manila years back. Last Dec. 9's 
huge Bigfish rave at the NBC Tent was van 
Dyk's third Manila outing, and is arguably his 
biggest Pinoy crowd to date. 

In Manila and elsewhere in the world, van 
Dykis a god of the club scene, a superstar de- 
ity, unreachable, almost intangible. So, I got 
so excited upon learning that | would inter- 
view him for Super! after his show on Dec. 9, 

‘At exactly 12 midnight (thanks to Domini 
Primero of Bigfish and his head of security Гап 
Benedicto), I finally got to meet my idol. He 
was actually a pleasure to interview, quite 
meek and always on-hand with a smile. | got 
to ask him a few questions, along with GP 
Reyes, Ana Kalaw, and a couple of other writ- 
ers and photographers who were as eager to 
doan interview with a god. 


When Manila was starting to bring in for- 
eign DJs, I pestered my organizer friends to 
bring Paul Van Dyk in. And he finally came the 
first time in 1999, on a Thursday night, play- 
ing at the closed Fashion Café. Manila still 
had not heard of him much, and that being a 
weeknight, the place was not packed. The 
crowd was just enough, and my friends were 
asking me who this DJ was, if he was good. By 
the end of the night, PVD 

definitely had won fans in Manila. 

My second time to see him play was in Sin- 
gapore in 2000. Not in Zouk, which usually 
brings in the big DJs to Singapore. It was an 
independent producer, Zouk had become too 
small а venue for PVD. This time, I had to line 
up for nearly an hour, with 

no chance in sight to get in. People with 
pre-sold tickets were being given the priority 
to enter, and since the venue was already too 
full, we had to wait when there was space in- 
side. That was when they could start selling 
tickets, and I was like the 100th in line. Iwas 
nearly crying when this girl came up to me, 
recognizing me from my Out-of-the-Box fea- 
ture for Asian MTV years ago (1), and gave me 
their extra tickets. After such a trying time to 


CONFESSIONIH3 


What particular hybrid sound appeals to 
you right now? Where do you place yourself? 
lectronic music should have no bound. 
Trance, house, whatever you call 
theyre all danceable. If they make you dance, 
then that's it. 

How do you feel about your Grammy nomi- 
nation and the fact that electronic /dance mu- 
sicis finally being recognized asa category? 

1 think its a big achievement for electron- 
ic/dance musicians everywhere, I's a great feel- 
ing when they put you on top of everyone else. 

How do you feel about being voted as 
"America's Favorite DJ” by BMP Magazine? 

isa real poll and feel really good about it. 
I think its something to be proud of. 

You were compared to Moby in an article. It 
said you were the Moby of Europe. How do 
you feel about it? 

We actually have different kinds of music 
but Ive known Richie for а long time and it's 
all good. 

Where do you think electronic music is 
heading? 

Its becoming bigger, more popular, more 
global. 1 don't think electronic music is de- 
creasing. Its still the most popular form of 
music in the world 

Hiphop is everywhere nowadays. How do 
you feel about it? 

enjoy hiphop. If it's good hiphop, then it's 
all good. k's all about music. 

What do you listen to when you're not spin- 
ning? 

Тіке Placebo and Linkin Park. 

What advice can you give to DJs who want 
tobe like yourself? 

‘They have to know that its really hard 
work, But its also fun, The key is to come 
across as someone who likes the music. Al 
ways be careful. 

What do you attend to when you're not do- 
ing work? 

My wife, family and dogs. 

What's your favorite food? 

My wife Natasha's salad and potatoes. 

What's your luxury? 

‘Two beagles! 

What's your Christmas wish? 

+ Not much... (Then winks.) 

What cologne are you wearing right now? 

Gucci. J 

Your favorite designer? 

Prada. 

"This is your third time in Manila. What's 
about the Philippines do you love the most? 

Its such a great placel I've always felt that 
its sort of misplaced within the Asian region. 
Everything here is different. You have a differ- 
ent vibe, a different language sound—you 
even look different! The crowd response here 
isterrificl 

Will you come back for another rave? 

Definitely. 
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TO CALL these past days 
strange is an understatement. 


We've faced the wrath of 
nature, we've said goodbye to 
special people, we've 
witnessed pain and anger at 
their truest forms. 


Surviving this world is a 
challenge - and the struggle 
seems even tougher now, 


‘THE SUPER! family in full color 


Confession — 


From page H2 


gevin, PVD was a bit disappointing that year 
Hisumusic had become commercialized...he... 
had gotten confused, 1 would say, on 

type of mixing he would do that night in Sin- 
sapore. My friend and Пеќ disappointed. 

His next stint in Manila was at the Casino 
Filipino multi-purpose hall in Paranaque. The 
size of the crowd was unbelievable ! PVD had 
come out with music videos aired on As 
MTV and his brand of trance techno has cor 
verted a lot of Filipinos. This was the best rave 
party have seen in Manila, the ambiance, ће 
crowd, neatly а thousand, were upbeat, and 
most of all, Paul Van Dyk played good. He 
played till 4 a.m, where he would immediate- 
ly be whisked off to the airport, flying off to 
another city. 

Last Thursday was his fourth time to Mani- 
la. 1 missed the third time owing to an acci- 
dent. I did not expect the turnout to be 
considering it was a Thursday (again), and the 
outpouring of admiration of Filipinos for this | 
magical music maker. They could not ger 
enough of taking his pictures with their cell- 
phones ! And they stayed and danced to his 
music till he played the last track, so he could 
leave for the next leg of his tour, Singapore, 1 


Enjoy ah overnight stay with your loved 


making it hard to believe that 
Christmas is just a week away. 


Just like the rest of us, the 
celebrities you see on these 
pages have ridden the 
universe's giant roller coaster, 
There are just some things 
that no amount of fame or 
money can help üs escape. 


But the people around us can 


ones In a euperlor room for onlyP4500 3 
"het per night from Déc. 221630 Rate 
Inchides breakfast for two 
* "Sand Welcome drliiks. 


Feast on an array f traditional Fljplno 
delicacies while listening to Cliristmas 
carols. Weekends, 3-6 pm, P200 het. 


make ‘ta sumptuous set menu ny E 
guest Chef Mikel Arruiz. Dec. 24 and 25, f 
6-11 pm, cafe-on-the-rliige. P650 net: 


| 
|. Celebrate with a аме buffet spreat df 


^ пе Season's best dishes Dec. 25, 


think. They asked for more but this man voted |: 4f'am- 3 pmyeafecon-the-idge;P 760). 3 


Favorite DJ for 2004 by BPM Mag- 
azine, really had to leave or he would miss his 
flight. For a jaded partyphile and trance lover 
like me, it was his best gig ever, 1 was amazed 
at his ingenuity, his new experimentations 
with trance music, had paid off. The result was 
still his signature style, one knew it was PVD, 
but it didn't sound old or rehashed, He got ev- 
erybody hooting and stomping, especially 
when he played his old hits. 

Of course, to make the party complete, the 
usual cast of characters were there-the photog- 
raphers to record this unforgettable event who 
themselves seem not to get enough of PVD pic- 
tures at the turntables, the pretty young things 
їп their sexy fashionable get-ups, the irritating 
girls who cause long lines in the toilet because 
they have to talk to somebody on their cell- 
phones in the toilet cubicle, people who had no 
idea what this party was all about and who the 
DJ was, and a group of male models parading 
оп the dancefloor like they're the untouchables, 
the scheming males who position themselves 
for possible physical contact to the girls giddy 
from dancing, and of course, partyphiles like 
me, who go to these events because we love the 
musicand welove the scene. 

Paul Van Dyk got a nomination to the Gram- 
my this year, as the academy first introduced 
the category Best in Electronica Music/Dance. 
“This East Berliner whose only contact to dance 
tunes was the radio in the eighties is now Ger- 
manys most influential music maker. This year 
he has won Dancestar Awards for Best Inter- 
national DJ, Best Event, and Best Music in a 
Commercial (Motorola). He also won the Mex- 
ican Oscar for musical scoring lor the film Zur- 
do. He was MixMag's Man of the Year in 1999, 
and Muzik Magazine has called him Leader of 
‘Trance Nation, He has been voted by DJ Maga- 
zine as the Best Musicmaker, ahead of leg- f 
endary DJs Fatboy Slim and Paul Oakenfold. It 
was, indeed, a big catch for Big Fish to have 
gotten him into Manila again. 
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make the battle easier, if we 
can only learn to let them in a 
littie more. 


The Muppets said in their 
Christmas special, “Lifeis 
made up of meetings and 
partings.” 


But what really counts is what 
happens between those hellos 
and goodbyes. 


So in the seven-day countdown 
before Christmas, shower your 


loved ones with as much 


affection as you can—hug 
them, kiss them, clip the GCs 
from our pages and give it to 
them, do a quick dance, watch 
amovie with them, create 
memories and erase bad ones. 


Have a ball, have a blast, have a 
Super! Christmas, 
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Soundtrack 


By Alex Almario 


HERE is something devious- 
| ly fascist about Christmas. 
Look around you: the dainty 
decorations hanging at the office 
or taunting you on sidewalks and 
streets (or worse, the ones you la- 
boriously put up in your own 
home, which automatically trans- 
lated into skyrocketing Meralco 
bills); the long queues in malls, 
and the cash you absently let go of 
in the hopes that certain people 
would like what you bought them, 
only for them to throw your gifts 
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onto a conveyor belt of token Kris- 
Kringles they weren't exactly 
thrilled about. 

The truth is that we have no choice. Either 
subject yourself to this ritual or exclude your- 
self from the entire human race altogether. 

Every authoritarian regime has its own an- 
them, and for this one, it's Christmas carols. 
This is as much a staple of the holidays as 
Christmas trees, the parol and hand-me-down 
fruiteakes for Noche Buena. Do the math and 
you will realize that, by the time you're 80, 
you will have listened to annual ditties like 
“The Christmas Song,” "Santa Claus is Com- 
ing to Town” and "White Christmas" around 
3,000 times. If you don't think that's a lot, 
then imagine listening to "Ocho-Ocho" every- 
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she made me d 


By Pam Pastor, Gino de la Paz 
and Tals Diaz 


HE COUCH potatoes of this part of the 
world rejoiced when Solar Entertain- 


ments ETC channel invaded our 

screens, With its advent, the days of com- 
plaining about the lack of anything good to 
watch on television disappeared into obliv- 
ion. 

How can you gripe when you have Jay 
Leno, Conan O' Brien, Will & Grace, Jamie 
Kennedy and even the freaks from "Blind 
Date" and "The Fifth Wheel" to keep you com- 
pany on cold, dateless nights? Together, we 
sudden ETC converts waited with bated 
breath for the results of the makeovers on 
“Queer Eye for a Straight Guy" and "Knock 
First.” We sat through “Iron Chef,” laughed as 
the host waxed poetic about tomatoes and 
carrots and imagined how hot that giant 
kitchen stadium must be. We shook our heads 
at the crazy antics of the women from “Girls 
Behaving Badly.” We cringed at the self-cir- 
cumcision scene from "Nip/Tuck." We devel- 
oped a Paris Hilton obsession, thanks (or no 
thanks) to "The Simple Life." We had argu- 
ments with our friends on whether "For Love. 
or Money" and "Meet My Folks" were script- 
ed. “Entertainment Tonight" had us complete- 
ly addicted. We've been crossing our fingers 
for the replay of the "Saturday Night Live” 
episodes with Sylvester Stallone and Justin 
‘Timberlake, We enjoyed the extensive cover- 
age of the Athens Olympics by the "Today 
Show.” 

We've retold the in-depth stories we've 
seen on “Dateline” and "Nightly News" to 
anyone willing to listen. "The OC” and "One 
"Tree Hill” now have mini-fan clubs every- 


day for the next nine years. Ah, the won- 
ders of mathematics. 

‘About a decade ago, my inner anakre- 
tentive music geek woke up from the haze 
leftby the Jackson S's Christmas album and 
decided that the world had no right defin- 
ing what Christmas songs were. | mean, its 
one thing to hold a synthetic grin to "Merry 
Christmas" greeters for days on end or be- 
ing caught having a footspa kit gift- 
wrapped inside a health and beauty shop, 
but its quite another to have my December 
playlists forever dictated by tradition." 

Henceforth, Ive managed to create my 
own Christmas musical tradition, mentally 
dog-earring my CD and tape collection for 
songs that perfectly fit the Yuletide season 
without the Santa Claus or mistletoe refer- 
ences. Prudes would be quick to judge me 
as a regular scrooge. But what they don't 
realize is that this is the ultimate anti-bah- 
humbug statement— seeing little sprinkles 
of that good of Christmas spirit from songs 
that aren't even about Christmas. Whereas 
anyone who can't feel Christmassy unless 
they play Jose Mari Chan's Christmas al- 
bum are the real eynies who need psychi- 
atric help. 


Snow falling on CDs 

All Christmas music have one thing in 
common: They create a specific mood un- 
mistakably belonging to Christmas. In this 
regard, my alltime favorite Christmas al- 
bum remains to be the Cocteau Twins’ 
*"Four-Calendar Café." 

"The most diehard Cocteau fan will nev- 
er know what Liz Fraser's mostly meowing 
about, but its pretty safe to assume that 
sleigh rides and snowmen aren't among 
them. It doesn't matter. Listening to “Four- 
Calendar Café” in a tropical country is the 
closest ching you'll ever experience to win- 
ter 

Robin Guthrie's crystalline guitar 
sounds and Frasers cherubim voice take 
over and snow falls in your mind. In die 
song "My Truth,” the faint shoegazer gui- 
tar chime successfully approximates that 
of sleigh bells. The entire album projects 
subliminal images in the most sublime 
fashion, "Four-Calendar Café" is to Christ- 
‘mas what the first four Black Sabbath al- 
bums were to Satanism. 

‘There are other winter-y songs that 
‘come to mind. The opening track in Mazzy 
Stars "Among My Swan” album, "Disap- 
pear" has this bell sound hovering over 
Hope Sandoval meandering serenades 
and David Roback's grating guitars that 
sound like snowflakes dancing in your ear 

‘Swedish twee-pop darlings Club 8, with 
Karen Komstedes cool, breezy vocals and 
Johan Angergard’s precious arrange- 
‘ments, have also been a holiday fixture. 
“We're Simple Minds," from their "Spring 
Came, Rain Fell” album, has an intro 


‘where. And with “American Idol" still on hia- 
tus, we're letting "Star Search” tide us over. 

Undeniably, ETC had become a part of our 
lives in 2004--and we weren't ashamed to 
admit it 


Sure, ithad its shortcomings, what with he don’t fix it 


repetitive commercials (Who hasn't memo- 
rized the "Star Search” teaser? "My time, my 


lesson for 


a channel 


we love— 


if it ain't 


broke, 


(which almost sounds like a rip-off of Julee 
Cruise's “Falling’—the theme song from 
the TV series “Twin Peaks”) that is perfect 
theme music for waking up on Christmas 
morning. 

‘Another song, incidentally called “Love 
in December,” can be a favorite for love- 
struck couples who can revel in its roman- 
tic imagery of long, dark nights and cold 
days. 


If you're feeling saccharine 

The whole idea of Christmas—the gift- 
giving, warm-heartedness, celebrating at 
home with family—all boils down to nos- 
talgia. Its the one period of every year 
when the whole world goes retro. How 
many of us still has that 'é0s-style white 
Christmas tree? Or insist on playing Bing 
Crosby over Christmas dinner? Its this uni- 
versal hangover to those pristine old days 
when life was simpler and family was an 
indestructible unit headed by a man and a 
woman that make the holidays up to the 
2000s tick. : 

Rewo-sounding, easy-lisening songs 
with cheery holiday undertones come in 
handy during December, even if they're ac- 
tually about sexual infatuation. 

Björks "Venus As A Boy" from her “De- 
but” album conjures up images of Christ- 
таз with its xylophone melodies and or- 
chestral swoon, When she sings: "His 
wicked sense of humor suggests exciting 
sex,” she might as well have been singing 
“chestnuts roasting on an open fire.” Her 
entire “Vespertine” album has a recurring 
music box theme, making it a gr 
Nutcracker soundtrack for the new millen- 
nium. 

Despite years of desensitizing commer- 
cialization, 1 still find Christmas forced 
cynicism-ftee ambiance to be very charm- 
ing, We have the rest of the year to bitch 
and wax existential about reality. But we 
need to take a break from all that, at least 
every December, and delude ourselves or 
at least magnify the good little things that 
we're still holding on to. 

For this abnormally positive mood, 
there's always the band Teenage Fanclub. 
"This Scottish trio emerged in the early 90s 
grunge explosion along with Nirvana, but 
the dissimilarities could not be more 
patent. Fanclub has an unwavering opti- 
mism that does not feel hokey or cheesy. 
They sing about the good coming out of 
the bad, getting shelter from the storm, 
finding your way back home after being 
lost--all without a hint of irony. Perfect 
Christmas stuff. 

Their song "Your Love is the Place 
Where 1 Come From” has the most Yule- 
tide cheer out of their vast discography of 
sanguinity. Ив beat has a carol-ike tidiness, 
plus the chiming bell sounds in the chorus 
before they sing, “I can't slip away when 1 
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replays. But we were willing to live with that. 

We appreciate their wordplay—afterall, how 
many other TV stations actually brandish their 
wit in choosing their shows’ categories? ETC 
‘was new, fun and exciting—and it gave us what 
we wanted. 

We thought those first few months were the 
beginning ofa lasting love affair with this new 
channel. 

But, just like finding out that your hot new 
girlfriend used to be someone else's boyfriend, 
the people behind our beloved ETC sprang a 
nasty surprise on us. 

They began their search for the ETC host. 

And while people hungry for limelight and 
dreaming of stardom rushed to submit their 
applications, the rest of us asked one ques- 
tion. 

Why? 

Still, we faithful followers decided to give 
the ideaa chance. Maybe the host wouldn't be. 
annoying, maybe she could actually make the 
Entertainment Channel even more entertain- 
ing. 
But the Face-Off proved to be a turn-off. 
Maybe we're not exactly pissed off at the 
idea of having a VJ, rather it's the cheesy se- 
lection process that we had to wimess. 

For weeks, 10 finalists sashayed in front of 
our screens, hurdling the different tasks given 
to them so they could prove their worth. Like 
bystanders drawn to a car wreck, we 
watched. 

We watched them run around Glorietta, 
doing all kinds of dares—from asking 
strangers to scratch their backs to drinking 
from other people's cups. 

We rolled our eyes as they performed pseu- 
do-makeovers—their sad attempt at copying 
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"Queer Bye For a Straight Guy.” 

The Rock-Out task didn't really rock. And 
the height of the annoyance was the Date To 
Dismember, where the girls were given 10 
challenges to complete during a blind date. 

We weren't amused. 

So the next time the Face-Off segment went 
on, we started switching channels. 

‘And since it was on a lot, sometimes, we 
forgot to switch back. We turned our atten- 
tion back to our DVDs. 

And we're not the only ones channel-surf- 
ing now, its almost everyone we talk to. 

They echoed our disappointment, agreeing 
that a channel like ETC does not need a host. 
The great shows are enough to keep us 
hooked. 

‘Why ruin a perfectly good channel with un- 
necessary chatter from yet another VJ- 
‘wannabe? Is ita way to kill airtime? Is itan at- 
tempt at becoming hip? (That word makes us 
shudder) 

This week, between watching the eggnog- 
vomiting Kermit and Kevin Spacey on "Conan 
OBrien,” we found out that ETC has finally 
chosen a new host. 

She better be good. 

Because really, we don't want our love af- 
fair with ETC to turn into a fling. 
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FORGET the bandwagon: Personalizing your holiday musical selection can be a nice. 


start toa subversive Christmas celebration 


‘THE BOTTOM line is that you should 
celebrate Christmas the way you want 


to. 
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see your face, Ilose my confusion,” painta 
picture of a tired man coming home to the 
woman he loves on Chrisunas Day. Isn't 
that what we all really need at the end of 
theday orthe year? 

‘Obscure American pop duo Swan Dive 
is another one of those old-school pure 
souls of contemporary music. With the in- 
fluences of Burt Bacharach and the Beach 
Boys weighing heavily on their songs, it's 
almost impossible not to associate thelr 
sound with the holidays. 

“That Hat," from their latest album 
“William and Marlys,” is perhaps their 
most unflinchingly heartwarming song, 
despite its offhand depiction of delinquen- 
су. Evoking images of a poor boy walking 
along snow-covered shops festooned with 
mechanical angels, the song never out- 
wardly mentions anything about Christ- 
mas, largely because it doesn't need to. 

The boy sees a hat he wants to buy for 
his loved one but is too poor to afford it. 
‘The last lines of the song, in full orchestral 
power, goes: “Hark, | hear the angels sing, 
nobody has to know. 1 take the hat under 
my coat and pray for my journey home. 1 
made it home.” Its combination of poor- 
boy Christmas kitsch and shoplifter hero- 
ism makes ita certified holiday classic. 


"Tis the season to be blue 

My favorite quote from any Christmas 
movie does not come from James Stewart. 
in “Its A Wonderful Life,” but from Steve 
Martin in "Mixed Nuts.” "You're miserable 
because its Christmas,” he tells a suicidal 
man who is about to jump off a building 
wearing a Santa suit. 


raci pa 


Christmas does have the ability to make 
you feel twice as miserable as you would 
on an ordinary day because of the cheeri- 
ness expected from it. When optimism 
fails, there's always the sweet comfortable 
pillow we call depression where we can 
wallow and mope while fighting the bitter 
cold. Lonely? Broke? Down on your luck? 
‘Traditional Christmas songs have abso- 
lutely no empathy for losers. 1 made it a 
point that my collection does. 

Swan Dive has a loosely Christmas- 
themed EP called “Wintergreen” where 
they have a hilarious, almost drunken ver- 
sion of "We Wish You a Merry Christmas” 
and a holiday anthem for the lonely and 
desperate entitled “Santa, Can't You Bring 
Me A Man." The song is done with enough 
camp to not be taken seriously, but women 
оп the verge of going Bridget Jones on 
Christmas Eve may feel free to sing along 
earnestly. After a considerable amount of 
alcohol, they can get away with lines like: 
“Make him sweet, make him savage, all in 
one big package and leave the unwrapping 
to me. If hes strong, if he's tender, with a 
gentlemanly splendor, ГИ take him C.O.D., 
that’s Cuddle On Delivery" 

Those who wish to take the serious, in- 
trospective route can choose from either of 
three ice-cold heartbreakers: Coldplay's 
“Sparks,” Trembling Blue Stars’ ^^ Single 
Kiss" or Mazzy Stars “Flowers in Decem- 
ber” All three have that cold, yearning and 
echoing sound that captures the sheer hol- 
lowness of feeling insignificant during what 
is hyped to be the most significant season. 

You can also try listening to "I Hate De- 
cember” by Ivy, which has doomsday lyrics 
like: “All know is what I dream, but lately 
dreams have been such scary things of sui- 
cide and frozen ice over my pale body... 
suffocating December" gliding through a. 
detached indie-pop beat that slightly bal- 
ances things out. [es till upbeat enough to 
stop you from falling off the edge. 

"The bottom line is that you should cele- 
‘brate Christmas the way you want to. If it 
means locking yourself inside your room, 
sipping cheap wine teary-eyed and staring 
outside your window as the soundtrack to 
"Love, Actually” blares from your stereo, 
then go knock yourself our. If it means en- 
Joying your family's company, caterwauling 
in front of the videoke machine, getting 
drunk and calling your boss to tell him you 
hate his guts and that you won't take crap 
from him anymore, then more power to 


ч. 

Personalizing your holiday musical зе- 
lection can be а nice start to а subversive 
Christmas celebration. It can give you that 
sense of liberation while you're stuck in 
trafic trying to do some last-minute shop- 
ping or at home dodging visits from god- 
children you forgot existed. Viva la revolu- 
cion, indeed. 
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Pop Pasko at Eastwood 


CATCH Luke Mejares, Kyla, Ogie 
Aicasid and Regine Velasquez sing 
popular holiday tunes in Pop Pasko at 
Eastwood City at 8 tonight to 
celebrate the upbeat and joyous spiri 
of Christmas. Ready yourself for a 
sparkling and music-filled evening. 


Black i e 
Black Seven culminates with an 


“exclusive dress up party this 
Monday at Embassy a£ Eastwood. 


Last July, Johnnie Walker held “Black 
is Back,” at Nuvo, thus launching 
2004's Black Seven series of events: 
Seven parties that celebrated male 
progression and paid tribute to men 
of the metro who have excelled in 
their various fields. 


The scene's achievers from the 
industries of retail to publishing to 
bar owners to artists, designers and 
DJ's were honored in monthly 
themed events at some of Manila's 
hottest nightspots: 


Black Knights at V bar paid tribute 
to the owners of Manila's top bars: 
Jay Server of Capones, Albert Besa 
of Ponti, Erik Cua of Temple, Mark 
Villar and Jason Webb of Yaku, 
Beaver Lopez of Teak, and Louie 
Ysmael of V-Bar 


Black Market at M café honored top 
retailers: Mike Advani of Chocolate 
Clothing, Mike Arcenas of Nike Park, 
Miguel Celdran of Gas Jeans, Anton 
Gonzalez of Planet Sports, Jon 
Syjuco of Aura Athletica, joel 
Tantoco of U-Rustans, and Paolo 
Tuason of Benetton & Sisely. 


Black Book at Teak gave credence to 
the men behind the most popular 
publications: Brian Siew of Lemon, 
Rovilson Fernandez of ABS-CBN 
publishing, Vanni de Sequerra of 
Manual, Vince Salas of T3, Kevin 
Limjoco of CI, Тот Favis of Uno and 
Vernon Go of MTV Ink. 


Black Beats at Paseo Uno Lounge 
honored the scene's top DJ's Juno 
Oebanda, Boyet Almazan, Johnny 
Verse, Benjo Marquez, Kevin Ruiz, 
Manolet Dario and the late great 
TC. 


Black Arts at Absinth paid tribute 
to Manila's seven creative forces: 


Artist Kiko Escora, Commercial 
Director Sid Maderazo, 
Artiste/Designer Ronald Pasyon, 
Photographers Victor Consunji and 
Steve Tirona, Film Director Quark 
Henares, and Viktor Jeans Designer 
Ino Caluza, 

This Monday, Dec, 20, The last 
Black Seven Party of the year 
happens at the newest nightspot 
sure to be the place to be in 2005, 
Embassy at the Fort, The strictly by 
invitation affair will gather 
together the scene's most 
beautiful people dressed in Black 
Suits and Black Dresses, and 
celebrating the party scene’s 
current drink of choice: Black 
Seven. 


There's more to 
pack between you 


Up to 25,000 photos" 

Up to 42 days of continuous voice recording” 
Office documents 

Games 


Phone and email contacts 


Calendar appointments 


and your music. 


Now, you can share holiday memories with your friends and relatives without lugging bulky 
laptops or photo albums around. Poring through that organizer for your meetings won't be 
necessary either. With up to 60 GB of room for as many as 25,000 photos, ...or up to 42 days of 
continuous voice recording, the iPod can keep both your work and life mobile, within your 
pocket. All without putting a pause on your music. 


"Photos has to be transfered via a computer using ITunes. Photo capacity is based In iPod-viewable photos transferred from iTunes. 
For more information about the IPod photo's full capabilities, please visit wwww.asia.apple.comvipodphoto 
* Requires the use of third party accessories. 


x Enjoy up to 2 years' peace of mind with 
hardware coverage plus technical support 
via phone, email or web with the AppleCare 
Protection Plan for your iPod. 


Suggested Retail Price: 


IPod Photo 40GB PhP 31,080 / 60GB PhP 38,130 
AppleCare Protection Plan PhP 3,500 
rized Resellers: 
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Text and photos by David Milan 
DM 


Hi, my nameis Randi Tecson 
This Christmas, | would love to receive a watch 

The first person I'll give a gift to this Christmas is my brother 

And the last ones would be my parents 

My extraordinary Christmas would consist of people having so much 
fun : 

The person 1 would love to spend Christmas with is someone special 
E-mail me at randitecson@yahoo.com 


Е: 


Hi, my name is Zenda Precious Mi 

This Christmas, I would love to receive a Powerbook G4 laptop 

The first person Pl give a gift to this Christmas is my best friend, Marta 
And the last one would be Santa—since he's got tons of gifts already 
My extraordinary Christmas would consist of partying in the snow 
The persons I would love to spend Christmas with are my mom and 
dad, since they've supported me all throughout this year 


Hi, my nameis Larah Danielle Monterola 
This Christmas, I would love to receive an inspirational book 

The first person РИ give a gift to this Christmas is Cara, my best friend 
And the last one would be my mom 

My extraordinary Christmas would consist of my dad, coming home 
for Christmas 

E-mail me at larahBQ yahoo.com ‘SUPERFRIENDS) 2 


Hi, my nameis Karen Bordador 
This Christmas, I would love to 
receive the latest Nokia phone 
model or an endless supply of cloth 


Santa Claus being real! 
The person I would love to spend 
Christmas with is my carrot. Hahaha, 
O wish! 

E-mail meat 
karenbordador@hotmail.com 


Елтай: super@inquirercom.ph” 


Textusyourfendback inquirer sup ramelettylmeszage to ` 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 
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Poor Dad 
The first person I'll give a gift to 
this Christmasis my brother Earl 
And the last one would be myself : 
My extraordinary Christmas 
would consist of me, delivering 
gifts to all the flood victims 

The person I would love to spend 
Christmas with is my apple (1 

love you Huni) 

E-mail meat 

coffeesicily yahoo.com. 


s 
" Come and joi 
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Hi, my name is Alyza Duazo 

This Christmas, I would love to receive a pink mini iPod 
‘The first person I'l give a gift to this Christmas is my 
boyfriend 

And the last one would be: NO ONE. I would give all my 
presents at the same time 

My extraordinary Christmas would consist of spending it 
with my friends and family in Bangkok 

The persons would love to spend Christmas with are my 
family, friends and BF 

E-mail me at alyza_duazo@yahoo.com 


Hi, my nameis Michelle Lao 
This Christmas, I would love to receive a trip to L.A. 
‘The first person Il give а gift to this Christmas is my 
brother 27 
And the last one would be my boyfriend... tee-hee. 
My extraordinary Christmas would be a white one. 
The persons | would love to spend Christmas with are 
The Panda Gang! 
E-mail meat michelle. lac@yahoo. 


YOU THINK YOU'VE GOT GUTS? 


PROVE IT. 
IT'S THE PHILIPPINE'S FIRST EVER 


EXTREME STUNT CHALLENGE! 


> Take on the craziest dares 
УУ Face your greatest fears 
УУ Win BIG prizes, and even BIGGER fans! 
ЖУУ Beseen оп AXN across Asia, in this AXN original production. 


TITLE SPONSOR MAJOR SPONSORS 


^ SPORT 


MULTIVITAMINS 


ENEBVOIN PARTNERS 


OFFICIAL MOBILE VIAM eid 
PHONE PARTNER s Б 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18,2004 


Hi, my name is Jay Alcantara 

This Christmas, | would love to receive а 
Christmas card and a surfboard 

The first person I'll give а gift to this 
Christmas is my mom 

And the last one would be my boss 

My extraordinary Christmas would consist of 
spending it ona beach 

The persons | would love to spend Christmas 
with are my family and friends 

E-mail me atjzi999@yahoo.com 


Hi, my nameis Allan Chew 

This Christmas, | would love to receive a 
rectoring batch 

The first person I'll give a gift to this 
Christmas is my Kuya Jess 

And the last one would be myself 

My extraordinary Christmas would consist of 
spending it with my loved ones. 

The person | would love to spend Christmas 


s 
E-mail meat chew@heartthrob.com 


Hi, my nameis JR Bulaon 

This Christmas, Iwould love to receive a gift 
that only I can have, only one person can give 
and only 1 can cherish for the rest of my life 
‘The first person Ill give а gift to this 
Christmas is GOD 

And the last one would be myself 

My extraordinary Christmas would consist of 
finding myself in bliss 

The person | would love to spend Christmas 
with is the girl never had 

E-mail me at fr bubbles! 0@yahoo.com 


TITLE SPONSOR. 


Hi, my name's Alyza Duazo 
This Christmas, I would love to receive а pink mini iPod 
The first person i'll give a gift to this Christmas is my 
boyfriend 
And the last one would be: NO ONE. I would give ай my 
presents at the same time 
My extraordinary Christmas would consist of spending it 
with my fends and fail Bangkok 

ions | would love to spend Christmas with are my 


Hi, my name is Michelle Lao 

This Christmas, I would love to receive a trip to LA. 

The first person I'l give a gift to this Christmas is my 

brother 

And the last one would be my boyfriend... tee-hee. 

My extraordinary Christmas would be a white one. 
The persons I would love to spend Christmas with are f 

The Panda Gang! 
E-mail me at michelle lao@yahoo.com. 


OU THINK YOUVE GOT GUTS? 
PROVE IT. 
IT'S THE PHILIPPINE'S FIRST EVER 


EXTREME STUNT CHALLENGE! 


> Take on the craziest dares 
39 Face your greatest fears 
‘> Win BIG prizes, and even BIGGER fans! 
JS» Beseen on AXN across Asia, in this AXN original production. 


HERE'S WHAT YOU HAVE TO DO 
те QUALIFY FOR А SHOT AT FAME 


pud tpl узш ve got what r takes 
1 9 8 


MAIOR SPONSORS 


#SPORT 


OFFICIAL MOBILE 
PHONE PARTNER 


MULTIVITAMINS 
ENERVON 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2004 


м: N 


Hi, my namois Jay Alcantara 

This Christmas, I would love to receive a 
Christmas card and a surfboard 

The first person Ill give a gift to this 
Christmas is my mom 

And the last one would be my boss 

My extraordinary Christmas would consist of 
spending itona beach 

The persons | would love to spend Christmas 
with are my family and friends 

E-mail me at jzi999 yahoo.com 


Hi, my name is Allan Chew 

This Christmas, I would love to receive a 
rectoring batch 

The first person I'll givea gift to this 
Christmas is my Kuya Jess 

And the last one would be myself 

My extraordinary Christmas would consist of 
spending it with my loved ones. 

The person | would love to spend Christmas 
with is my. 

E-mail meat chew@heartthrob.com 


Hi, my name is JR Bulaon 

This Christmas, | would love to receive a gift 
that only I can have, only one person can give 
and only {can cherish for the rest of my life 
The first person l'Il give a gift to this 
Christmas is GOD 

And the last one would be myself 

My extraordinary Christmas would consist of 
finding myself in bliss 

The person | would love to spend Christmas 
with is the gir! never had 

E-mail me at jr_bubbles!0@yahoo.com 
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“Mediocre minds usually dismiss any- 

thing which reaches beyond their own un- 
derstanding.” 

-Francois de la Rochefoucald 

“Oh great creator of being, grant us one 

more hour to perform our art and perfect 


our lives.” 
| words that I profess to be 
allergic to, words that I 


banish to the purgatory of 
mediocrity. 1 would rather lis- 
ten to the trill of sharp finger- 
nails being scratched on a 
blackboard 24/7 than hear the 
words “Generic,” “Tepid,” 
“Mediocre,” “Average,” “Com- 
monplace" and perhaps the 
most odious phrase of all, 
“Pwede na yan." 

Томе this personal quirk to my dearly 
departed father, who used to constantly 
reproach me each time he heard me say- 
ing, “Pwede na" during his personal tu- 
toring sessions back in my high school 
days, struggling with my eternal water- 
loo, Advanced Algebra. He would advice 
me, albeit in a raised tone, “Hindi na 
pwede ang pwede nal” (Or to translate it 
more simply in the words of another old 
mentor, Yoda: “There is no try, only dol") 


Zest for the best 

Applying such paternal wisdom, Yo- 
da's didactics, and Pavlovian rationale, 1 
find myself still cringing to this day when 
1 hear those vocabulary words spoken by 
the cultists of mediocrity. For I'd sudden- 
ly be flooded with memories of unforgiv- 
ing quadratic equations and Algebraic 
problems that my father would not allow 
me to leave unsolved until 1 understood 
everything perfectly. Who would have 
thought that those red-eyed, sleepless 
nights enduring dreaded Math problems 


Jim Morrison 


HERE are quite a few 


faut THE 
i2 WINDOW 


birthing my dad's favorite mantra would 
be my life's guiding post? This sense of 
perfection has unexpectedly influenced, 
to my betterment or detriment, many of 
my endeavors in my day-to-day living. 
From working to working out, playing to 
partying, reading to romancing, hec 
even down to brushing my teeth, I would 
find myself asking if 1 was giving my very 
best tosuch affairs. 

Naturally, 1 am never bereft of ad- 
miration when 1 observe others em- 
ploying 101 percent of themselves to 
the task at hand, no matter how seem- 
ingly mundane. In fact, possessing 
such sense of excellence bestows dig- 
nity to any venture. Some would term 
it being “О.С.” (that's Obséssive Com- 
pulsive, not “Orange County” you 
ETC channel junkies!), yet 1 believe 
that a certain degree of "O.C.-ness" is 
sorely needed in the craft of perfect- 
ing our lives. 


Tels Diaz 


Perfect examples 

1 used to dote a Spanish chef who 
would refuse to pick up a knife to start 
preparing his to-dic-for paella if he 
lacked even just one spice or food color- 
ing, hunger pangs notwithstanding. 
(Suffice to say that Pd sneak off to the 
McDonald's around the comer to wolf 
down their perfect fries, ignoring the 
caveats of the documentary “Supersize 
Ме"). 

Quite recently, by the coastline of ће 
Caribbean, | watched a woman whose 
daily job was to sweep the seaweed 
awashed on the mile long sandy shores. 
She took care not to miss even one 


straggler, knowing that what she did 
ensured the pristine vision of the wa- 
terfront. I'm still awed by Buddhist 
monks creating their sacred mandalas, 
who patiently and painstakingly com- 
pose with colored grains of sand to per- 
fect their symmetrical masterpieces, 
soon to be swept away and cast into the 
river to symbolize the transience of the 
visible world, Even just watching the 
young sand sculptors of Boracay al- 
ways leave me ruminating on passion 
and perfection, as they shape and carve 
their candiclit castles by sunset, know- 
ing full well that the ebb and flow of 
the tides would soon wash away their 
opus. 


Labor pains 

One could leam a thing or two about 
the principles of perfection and balance 
in Algebra and Artin labors that seem far 
removed from those Jeopardy cate- 
gories—the workplace. Unfortunately, 
the plague of mediocrity seems to be 
‘commonplace in our culture, veritably at 
the expense: of the public. Roads and 
highways are eternally pimpled with 
craters and potholes because Nd wager 
that at some point during its construc- 
tion process, someone thought, “pwede 
па yan" with a job haphazardly done. Or 
how many times have we trekked to a 
music store or bookshop, asking a spaced 
out salestady for help in searching for a 
specific purchase, and be told, “Out of 
stock” or “Wala,” only to find the desired 
object in the next rack? For God's sake, 
trained dogs could do a better job at find- 

һе CD of Nine Inch Nails! 

ill logic, a distressing sign of lack 
of foresight, to think that one can bum- 
ble about between 9 to 5 programmed 
with an average work ethic, because a 
paycheck is coming in the next two 
weeks anyway. 


Choices 


Does not greatness of character ad- 
here to individuality? What we do, our 


Developing an allergic 
reaction to mediocrity 
and a taste for vanilla 
lifestyles. 'Hindi na 
pwede ang pwede na!’ 


labors, crafts and actions reflect our 
very own character. The choices are no- 
brainers: would you like to be passable 
or Passionate? Idle or Ideal? Ordinary 
or Extraordinary? Contribute to the 


BLAH-nilla flavored 


common, or cause a commotion? It 
ain't rocket science, or worst, advanced 
Algebra. 

Email the author at: inca_orange@ya- 
hoo.com. 
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neg Fast Forward your eating pleasure this season. 


THE IDD RATE YOU CAN USE AND ABUSE Jx, 


0¢/min. IDD 


to over 200 countries 


Have a merrier 
Christmas with 
what you save 

om your Sun 


| IDD! 


i Economically, it's 


| been a tough year, 


but we Filipinos 
never let hard times 
stop ourselves from 
enjoying Christmas. 
It simply means we 
need to be more 
creative and look 
for better value 
whenever we can. 
So, when it comes 
to IDD rates, it’s 
best to compare. 
You'll be pleasantly 
surprised to find that 
Sun Cellular’s IDD 
rate is only 30¢ per 
minute to over 200 
countries. That's a 
big 2596 savings 
compared to other 
networks’ IDD rates. 


It's the IDD rate you 
can use and abuse — 
it allows you to 
spend real quality 
talk time with your 
family and friends 
abroad. Tell your best 
friend all the 
highlights of the 
Season or even the 
year past. Let your 
kids reel off their 
long Christmas lists 
to Tita or even allow 
your Kuya to 
eavesdrop on the 
Noche Buena banter. 
Its really up to you! 


Best of all, Sun's 30€ 


| per minute IDD rate . 


not only means that 


| you can take your 


time wishing your 
loved ones a merry 
Christmas but also 
have enough money 
left to spare. 


Í Whenever you 


make an average- 
length call using 


di Sun Cellular to your 


relatives and friends 
abroad, the P22 you 
save can readily be 
used to buy extra 
Christmas cards, 
ornaments and 
stocking treats. Or 
how about giving 


j that money to 


charity? Your P22 can 
buy a toy in Divisoria 


, to help bring cheer 


to an orphan or a 
notebook needed by 
an indigent student. 


Then, there is always 
the extra pleasure 
of using the money 
left over after making 
all those IDD calls to 
buy the most special 
person in your life 
an unexpected 


| Christmas present 


| So go out and 


get something nice — 
probably the latest 


i mobile handset 


powered by 


1 Sun Cellular! 


— € 
P" 


885 
ы 


CELLULAR 


Evorything Important is Under tho Son 


So save more with 
the IDD service you 
can use and abuse. 
It's Sun Cellular's 
way of wishing 
you a very merry 
Christmas. 
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24/7 LOGBOO 


By Janine Cuenca-Dario 


This Week’s Events 
Dec. 18 


Mystique '80s Disco with DJ Boyet Almazan at Teak, Rockwell 

Jingle Ball Party at Orosa Strip Malate 

Christmas Concert at Peninsula Manila lobby 

Pop Pasko at Eastwood Plaza 

RnB music: Flava'D at Absinth, 3/F Greenbelt 3 

First Circle at Greenbelt 2. 

Glub music at Massive House at Bed, Malate 

Big Night Out at Conway's Bar, Peninsula Manila Е 

House music with DJs Adrian Cuenca & Martin Pulgar at Tei 
ple, Greenbelt 2 

Filipino pop music at the Anniversary Party at 70s Bistro, QC 

Ballet Philippines’ Peter Pan's Neverneverland at the Cultural 
Center of the Philippines 

‘The musical Wizard of Oz at Repertory Philippines’ Globe The- 
ater, Onstage, Greenbelt 1 

Peter Pan and the Time Machine at the SM Megamall Cinema 
10. 


Dec. 19 


Ballet Philippines’ Peter Pan's Neverneverland at the Cultural 
Center of the Philippines 

‘The Musical Wizard of Oz at Repertory Philippines’ Globe The- 
ater, Onstage, Greenbelt 1 

Peter Pan and the Time Machine at the SM Megamall Cinema 
10. 


Dec. 20 


Wunjo at Absinth, 3/P Greenbelt 3 
Latin band Sabor Latino at Conway's Bar, Peninsula Manila 
Folk singer Bayang Barrios at 70s Bistro, QC 
Release Band at Temple, Greenbelt 2 
Ladine Roxas with Trio at Merks, 3/F, Greenbelt 3 
Jazz artist Tonet Salcedo at Captain's Bar, Mandarin Oriental 
Hotel 


Dec. 21 


RnB music at Ebony Grooves with DJ Jon Herrera & Stephen 
Kuat V Bar, Glorietta 2 
Reggae music with the Spy band at 705 Bistro, ОС 
Flintstones & the Gang at Conway's Bar, Peninsula Manila 
Retro music with Route 70 8 Romy Posadas at Merks, 3/F Greenbelt 3 
"60s band Spirit of 67 at Captain's Bar, Mandarin Oriental Ho- 


4>” 


Dec. 18: The Peninsula Manila will hold its 21st Christmas 
Concert at The Pen, featuring the Philippine Philharmonic Or- 
chestra, Ana Fegi, and Tiples de Santo Domingo. 5 p.m. at The 
Lobby. Call 887-2888. 

Dec. 18: PopPasko, a Christmas concert at the Central Plaza of 
Eastwood City, featuring Regine Velasquez, Ogie Alcasid, Luke. 
Mijares, Kyla and Nyoy Volante. 

Dec. 25: Paskoral at the Central Plaza of Eastwood City. Fea- 
turing the Philippine Madrigal Singers, Ateneo Chamber 
Singers, UP Concert Chorus, UST Singers, Singing Ambassadors, 
Monserrat Choir, and Mandaluyong Children's Choi 

Dec. 25: BBC's Hotel Costes - 2nd Flight, the return of Hotel 
Costes Paris resident DJ, David de Barce. 10 p.m. at the M Muse- 
um Café, Greenbelt 4, Ayala Center. Tickets at P500. For in- 
quiries, email info@bbcmanila.com. 

Jan. 1: Studio 23's SunLounge 2005, a New Year party with 
Singapore's DJ Rawjak and Scrambled 

Edge, 1 a.m. at the Rooftop of the Power Plant Mall (pass the 
Crustacea entrance), Rockwell, Makati. 


THEATER 


Dec. 19: Repertory Philippines presents The Wizard of Oz at 
REP's Globe Theatre at Onstage, 2/L, Greenbelt 1, Ayala Center, 
Makati. Call 887-0710. 

Dec. 18, & 19: Trumpets presents Peter Pan and the Time Ma- 
chine at the SM Megamall Cinema 10. Ticket Prices at P387 & 
P258 through phone 891-5610. 

Dec. 18: SinagTala presents Come to the Stable, a Christmas 
concert and fund-raiser for Ang Arko ng Pilipinas, a home for 
physically and mentally challenged children. 8 p.m. at the 
Church of the Holy Trinity, Forbes Park, Makati. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Ongoing till Dec. 18: Chocolate Nights Weekend Buffet at the 
Lobby of the Peninsula Manila. Friday and Saturday nights only, 


k ou Hat 
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Textus your feedback: Inquirer sup namelctymestge ta 
Zu (Gob) 283 (Sar) 


from 8:30 p.m. to 12 midnight. Call 887-2888. 

Dec. 26-30: World Pyro Olympics, an amazing night of fire; 
works with ten participating countries, at the Promenade Area; 
Bay City, Pasay City. Call 8174099. 2 

Ongoing till Dec. 31: Informal Art Workshops, Oil Painting 
(Tuesdays & Thursdays), Drawing and Advanced Oil Painting 
(Saturdays), Sculpture (Saturdays & Sundays). 8 sessions. Call 
725-8518. 

Schedules may change without prior notice. Please check with 
the venues for updates. For more information, text 24/7 through 
your mobile phone and send to 2949 for Globe and 209 for 
Smart, or log on to www.mag24-7.com. Send your schedules vid 
e-mail editor@mag24-7.com or fax 892 0689. Vote your favorite 
restaurant by texting (SMS) REACT RESTO «your choice» and 
send to 2910 for Globe, Smart and Sun. 


Janine Cuenca-Dario 

Editor, 24/7 Nocturnal Navigator. 

24-7@zpdee.net, mag24 7Qyahoo.com. 

Phone +63 2 892 0689, Mobile (0918) 922-5228 

24/7—Now on your mobile phone! Text 24/7 to 2949 for Globe 
and 209 for Smart 

For details check out www.zpdee.net/~24-7 


tambol ang уап Kabag: 


“elf you frequently experience these 


symptoms, you may have a common 
stomach condition known as dyspepsia. Some 


tel 

Ladies Night at Absinth, 3/F Greenbelt 3 

Pop artist Ogie Alcasid Christmas Concert at Glorietta Activity 
Center 


Dec. 22 


RnB DJ Steve Mills at Absinth, 3/8 Greenbelt 3 
Retro band Rockin’ Revival at Conway's Bar, Peninsula Manila 
Arctic Ladies Night at Temple, Greenbelt 2 
House music DJ Manolet Dario at Visa V Girl's Night Out at V 
Bar 
Retro music with Way Back Wednesdays at Bed 


Dec. 23 


Wave 89.1 Concert at Eastwood, QC 

Pido at Greenbelt 2 

Spirit of 67 at Conway's Bar, Peninsula Manila 

DJ Patch at Absinth, 3/F, Greenbelt 3 

Noel Cabangon and Cookie Chua at 70s Bistro 

RnB DJ Steve Mills at Temple, Greenbelt 2 

Disney on Ice-Princess Classics, Araneta Coliseum, QC 


Dee. 24 


RnB music at Jive Fridays with DJ Jon Herrera and Steven Khu 
at Temple, Greenbelt 2 

Anthemia at Absinth, 3/8, Greenbelt 3 

GogoFridays at Bed, Orosa St., Malate 

Soul Fridays at V Bar, Glorietta 2 

Ntwine at Conway's, Peninsula Manila 


Dec. 25 

(Public Holiday) 

BBC’s Hotel Costes - 2nd Flight, with DJ David de Barce. 10 
p.m. at the M Museum Café, Greenbelt 4. 


Special Shows and Events 
ART 


Ongoing till Dec. 18: Ivi Avellana-Cosio opens her latest solo 
exhibit of mixed media paintings at the Avellana Gallery, 2680 
RB. Harrison, Pasay. Call 833-8357. 

Ongoing till Jan. 7: After the Fact, installations, paintings and 
collages by Juan Alcazaren, at the UP 

‘Vargas Museum. Call 928-1927. 

Ongoing till Dec. 22: Counterparts, photographer Claudine 
Sia's exhibit on Folk Spirituality, Pinoy Catholicism, and the 
American Dream, at the Silver Lens Gallery, Fort Bonifacio, 
Taguig. Call 816-0044. 

Ongoing till Jan. 6: The InterContinental Manila will hold a 
Christmas Tree Exhibit. Let some of the best names in visual arts, 
fashion and design surprise you with their creations. 


DANCE ? 
Ongoing till Dec. 19: Ballet Philippines presents Peter Pan's 
Neverneverland, a multi-media delight which brings to life the 
wonderful world of mischief and mayhem, mermaids and fairies; 
at the CCP Main Theater. Call 551-1003 8 832-6011. 
Dec. 23 to Jan. 3: Disney on Ice-Princess Classics, Araneta Col- 
iseum, QC. Contact Ticketnet 911-5555. 


MUSIC 


Dec. 18: South Border A Concert for the Children, 8 p.m. at the 
Fort Bonifacio Global City (fronting Home Depot). Call 891- 


confuse dyspepsia with more recognizable stomach 
ailments like hyperacidity. Others dismiss these symptoms 
as simple indigestion without taking any medication. 
What is dyspepsia? 
Dyspepsia is recurring discomfort in the chest and 
‘stomach region. Aside from bloating, gas and stomach 
pain, other symptoms include heavy stomach, fullness, 
nausea and heartburn. While these symptoms can: 
occur at any time of the day, dyspepsia is usually 
triggered by meals and by stress. In fact, dyspepsia 3 
does not always follow large meals, it can follow meals 4 
of any size. Dyspepsia is usually caused when stomach 3 
movements slow down and food does not properly empty 
from the stomach. As food stays in the stomach longer + 
than it normally should, it can lead to symptoms like bloating, 
gas, and general discomfort. 
Treatment 
Frequent remedies taken for dyspepsia-like symptoms are drinks €: 
like tea, soft drinks or antacids. These remedies do not always restore ; 
stomach movement and relieve some, but not all of the symptoms of 
dyspepsia. If you have already taken these remedies, but have found 
them ineffective at treating symptoms like bloating, gas and stomach 
pain, you may have dyspepsia. Another class of medication, called prokinetics, 
more directly addresses the full range of dyspeptic symptoms by restoring 
proper movement of the stomach. The most widely used prokinetic in the 
Philippines is Domperidone, which is available in 10mg tablet form. 
See Your Doctor 4 
However, if your symptoms persist, it is best to see your doctor. Your doctor 
will recommend the right treatment for dyspepsia and will help you manage ш 
your lifestyle Р 
so you can live 
free of the 
symptoms 
of dyspepsia. ; 


F 


By Dr. Ramon E. Carpio 
Chairman, Council on Dyspepsia 
Philippine Society of Gastroenterology. 


Sa Dyspepsia, | 


etic э, e. 


M symptoms porsist consult your doctor. 
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of Christmas 


Why By Pam Pastor and Tim Yap. 
GOD cures. Grandma cooks. Godzil- 


2 E а he ап. 
don't you йа cares. Err, maybe not the last part. 


But one thing's for sure, gift certifi- 


5 cates work. 
If youre not great at choosing gifts, 

give GCs if you don't have enough cash to buy 
goodies for all the people you love, if 

on you're too busy working to dash to the 
mall, grab a pair of scissors and sum- 


а ‘mon your clipping powers. 
Christmas “Seve gor meve Super gif cer- 
tificates for you—and we even left 


one blank, so you could fill in your < 
day? анек 


naughty or nice--we'l leave that up 
toyou. 

‘And if you've got over a dozen {+ 
people to share a little Christmas 
spirit with, better head out the door 
and grab a few more copies of Su- 

erl 
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DYSPEPSIA W4 From: 


SYMPTOM #1 


{Parang Tambol ang Tyan? 
Dyspepsia yan! 


Sa Dyapeps kadalasan, di gumagalaw ng arma ang tiyan. DI bumababa 
ang kinain kaya bumibigat ang pakiramdam. Para iwas Dyspepsia, 
Motilium muna. Ang Motilium, pinagagalaw ng tama ang tiyan nang 
Dyspepsia ay maiwasan. 


pomperidone] 
Sa Dyspepsia, motilium 


pup. 
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The 12 GCs of Christmas 


From page K2 


GCs born on Christmas Day. 
Give them out to your Super! 
friends this Christmas 


DYSPEPSIA 
SYMPTOM #2 


| 


Mabigat? 
, Parang Puno ang Tyan? ! 
Dyspepsia yan! 


Sa Dyspepsia, kadalasan, di gumagalaw ng tama ang tiyan. Di Bumababa 
ang kinain kaya bumibigat ang pakiramdam. Para iwas Dyspepsia, 
Maiilium muna. Ang Motilium, pinagagalaw ng tama ang tiyan nang 
Dyspepsia ay maiwasan. 


Sa Dyspepsia, 


SRE 


Dance your way to your loved ones’ 
heart. Whisper sweet somethings to 
their ears. This season, giving out 
goodies does not have to blow your 
12th month pay 


DYSPEPSIA 
SYMPTOM £3* 


Medis 
fus n \ 
ЖЫ) 
Dighay ng Dighay 
at Kinakabag? 
Dyspepsia yan! 
Meque pepe np ipd 


Moilium muna. Ang Motilium, pinagagalaw ng tama ang tiyan nang 
Dyspepsia ay maiwasan. a 


— 
pomperidone] 
Sa Dyspepsia, motilium 


eek 


Kayapas poe, cone your dota 
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CE ON 
ISANG PASASALAMAT 
Kami ay lubos na nagpapasalamat 
sa lahat ng tumatangkilik ng Tanduay sa loob 
ng isang daan at limampung taon. 
“Ang Tanduay ay haging bahagi na ng buhay 
nating mga Pilipino. Sisikapin naming lalong 
itaas ang kalidad ng Tanduay at panatilihing 
abot-kaya ang halaga nito upang patuloy 
pang magdulot ng munting ligaya sa ating 
mga kababayan sa susunod pa na 
isang daan at limampung taon. 
Ipagpatuloy natin ang magandang samahan 
ng Pilipino at Tanduay. Isang samahang 
habang tumatagal, lalong sumasarap. 
Mabuhay at maraming, maraming salamat po. 
| ga Dr. Lucio C. Tan 
І و‎ Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
ج‎ Tanduay Distillers, Inc. 
li 


CANDIA 


Superior! Rs 


TOAST TO THE FILIPINO SPIRIT. 


An old map of Manila showing 
(eirca 1890). Tanduay Distillery is in the right 
corner of Isla de Tanduay 


“History is the foundation that holds 
us together. The lessons we learn, the battles 
we win, the experieneés that give us the strength 
of wisdom to face further challenges. This is 
our history...an exciting journey from the past 
to the Future.” ? 


anduay Distillers, Ine. prides itself in 
beingionc of vety few companies able to 
sustain smooth operations over one and 


a half centaries, spanning a series of colonial 
domination and inilitary invasions. 


‘The company has been intricately woven 
into the rich cultural heritage of a Malay race 
essentially known for bravery, resiliency, 
dedication and distinctive family values. 
Collectively, these traits are called the Filipino 
Spirit that takes center stage in Tanduay's year- 
long celebration of its 150th anniversary. 


An old photo of Filipinas sharing drinks 
ina celebration. 


A part of the rich cultural heritage of the 
Filipinos is their drinking traditions, From a wide 
variety of crops, the early Filipinos had learned 
to make alcoholic drinks which became part, at 
times even the highlight, of every ritual and feast 


EEE 


“Ifyou have accomplished all that you 
have planned, you haye not planned enough." 
Dr. Lucio C. Tan 


anduay's colored life went through 

another revolution from within in July 

1988 when Dr. Lucio Tan, revered as one 
of the pillars of Philippine industry, bought the 
company in what the media described as the 
“biggest corporate buyout” at the time. The 
momentous event came as the dawning of a new 
ега for the company, demanding much bolder and 
more decisive steps towards larger marketing 
horizons. 


ag " 

ba 

ал28 d. > 
Dr Tan in a meeting with company emplayees 

With his hands-on management style, 
the new owner easily struck awe and respect 
among the men and women of the distillery, and 
it paid off in handsome dividends of loyalty and 
efficiency among the workforce, Mr. Wilson 
Young, president and chief operating officer, is 
sald 16 have the same approachable traits that 
made him part of the Tanduay psyche, along with 
a subculture of corporate discipline and industry. 


Dr. Tan, known to his inner circle as 
“Kapitan,” spared no expense to make Tanduay 
internationally competitive. The innovations 
included the install Of state-of-the-art 
production machineries and the establisment of 
{wo new planis to increase the production capacity 
In 1991, the Cabuyao Plant started operations, 
followed by the Negros Plant in 1995. 


Aerial view of Tanduay's manufacturing plant. 


Scattered across the Philippines and known by 
different names these native drinks formed an 
important part.of the Filipino culture. 


The coming of the western colonizers 
paved the way for liquors such as brandy, whisky 
and rhum lo enter the Filipino sphere. Yet, the 
popularity of many native Filipino drinks has not 
waned, even today. In much the same way, 
Tanduay has kept its place in the hearts of the 
Filipinos - 150 years since its birth. 


The name Tanduay traces its origin to 
the old tagalog word sanguay referring to a low- 
lying islet or an isthmus meaning a narrow strip 
of land, bordered on both sides by water, 
connecting two larger .bodics of land. 


The sced of Tanduay was sown 
sometime in 1854 when two young Spanish 
immigrants, Joaquin Ynchausti and Joaquin 
Elizalde, formed a partnership called Y nchausti 
у Cia. The partnership initially operated a shipping 
firm on the north bank of the Pasig River, then 
largely used as the main route of Manila's trade 
and commerce. 


The 
merger soon 
expanded with 
the creation ofthe 
Manila 
Steamship Co. 
that fielded a 
steam-boat 
servicing the 
major islands of 
the archipelago. 


Later, à 
cousin of 
Elizalde, Valentin 
Teus joined the alliance, bri 
company that owned a distillery 
Bulacan that would eventu 
Tanduay Distillery. 


another 
Hagonoy, 
Цу be known as 


By the end ofthe 19th century, Ynchausti 
y Cia had expanded its operations to include abaca 
plantations in the Bicol Region and sugar centrals 
in Negros. 


TIME TO GO FULL-BLAST 


“Change, lt is at once the greatest 
opponent and ally. It paves the way for 
transformation, insight, wisdom and recognition 
of opportunities. 


The Ynchausti y Cia factory in Binondo in 1931 


Hen emen чү emerging 


Lithograph of the cascos, early means of trade 
transportation plying the Pasig River (circa 1850). 


With their sugar central and shipping 
business, the business partners decided it was ime. 
to shift their distillery operations to high gear. 
After all, they already had the essential elements 
of an integrated liquor-making enterprise. They 
had sugar as a basic raw material and a network 
of vessels that included flat-bottomed boats called 
cascos that ferry the raw materials and the finished 
products in demijohns through the esteros of 
Manila to the steamships anchored at the bay. 


Tanduay 
placed the 
Philippines in the 
world map of the 
finest liquors in 1876 
when it captured a 
gold medal at the 
Monde Selection 
held in Paris. This 
was followed by 
another gold in 1887 
in the General 
Exposition of the 
Philippine Islands in 
Madrid, then again 
in 1895 in the 
Regional Expositions of the Philippines. Both 
citations were unmistakable foreboding of a fruitful 
century ahead. 


By 1934, the name Ynchausti y Cia was 
changed into Elizalde and Co., Inc. when the 
Elizandes bought out the Ynchausti's for five 
million pesos. By 1936, the company's work-force 
had swelled to about 10,000 and its business had 
expanded into manufacturing of ropes, paints and 
waxes, broadcasting, insurance and mining. 


Distillery continued to bc a 
major revenue contributor to the Elizalde business 
and by this time, Tanduay as a trademark had 
become so dominant that in many parts of the 


Philippines it became synonymous to liquor. 
With the outbreak of the war in December 
1942, Tanduay Distillery ceased operations along 
with the other major industries in the country. The. 
Japanese Imperial Army took over the abandoned 
distillery on Tanduay street in Quiapo, Manila 
and converted it into a military base 


Botting and labeling of rhum (circa 1950). 


Shortly after the war, with Don Manolo 
at the helm, Élizalde's entire manufacturing 
network was immediately rehabilitated and by 
1947, all subsidiaries were back in full operation, 
including Tanduay Distillery which rapidly picked 
up and regained stability. By the 1950's Tanduay 
was the only distillery in the Philippines that grew 
its own sugarcane and did its own distilling. 


The company's first main product was 
Tanduay Rhum Dark, 80 proof, introduced in 
the 1960's and instantly became the best-selling 
local rhum brand at the time. During the early 
70's Tanduay ESQ. the first 65 proof rhum here 
and abroad was launched and immediately became 
ап instant hit among rhum aficionados because 
of its smooth taste and competitive price. 


Tandi 
favorite among 
largest sell 


y products continued to be a 
pino drinkers and became the 
ng rhum in the Philippines. 


Years Of Celebrating 
The Filipino Spirit. 


Oak Barrel Farm 


Additional alcohol-ageing facilities were 
set-up in Paraflaque, Cabuyao and Negros to 
augment the existing one in Quiapo. Quite 

sturally, with more cases of rhum tumed out by 

is modem factories the need fora more expansive 
network of sales outlets arose. This too, did not 
‘escape the keen vision of the forward looking 
taipan. 


The modernization and expansion 
program under Dr. Tan immediately bore fruit. 
Tanduay increased daily production capacity from 
2,000 cases under the previous owners to a 
thousand fold. In only five years from its 
acquisition in 1988, Tanduay broke into the elite 
top ten spirit sellers of the world and became the 
second largest rhum producer, next to Bacardi of 
Puerto Rico. 


‘Tanduay started the new millenium 
wearing a new corporate cloak, as the year before, 
the company was listed in the Philippine Stock 
Exchange. As a listed company, Tanduay now is 
in a better position to raise more capital and attract 
strategic business partners - necessary ingredients 
to becoming a global company. 


Yel, this corporate move also entailed 
new challenges and added responsibil 
Underscoring the significance of this milestone, 
Dr. Tan said, "Once Tanduay goes public, its 
corporate life will never be the same again 
‘Transparency is expected of us and we are ready 
for it." 


ONE WORLD, ONE SPIRIT 


“Tanduay’s history is like discovering 
а barrel of matured rhum, aged to perfection 
und never to be forgotten. It is a history that 
evolves as Tanduay pursues its commitment to 
develop quality products and elevate Tanduay's. 
stature in the world market,” 


‘Tanduay continued to gamer top awards 
in various exhibitions and competitions abroud in 


1854-2004 


Modern Compounding Plant 


the 20th century. All told, the company presently 
holds a total of 111 medals and citations given by 
ious international organizations. 


Lending additional dimensions to this 
year's observance of Tanduay's sesquicentennial 
Year were four medal-awards capped at the 42nd 
World Selection of Spirits and Liquors held last 
May under the aegis of the Monde Selection in 
Brussels, 


Señor Faustino Munarriz, Tanduay's master 

blender and Mr. Wilson Young, Tanduay president, 
presenting the medals in the 2004 Monde Selection. 
to Ambassador To the Netherlands Romeo Arguilles. 


Commenting on the company's. latest 
achievements, Young said, "Tanduay, as a truly 
Filipino product stands up high with world- 
renowned brands and serves as a testament that 
the Filipino can compete against the world's best 
and be a class of its own, once inherent Filipino 
positive values are sufficiently nurtured 


For his part, Dr. Tan described this years 
sesquicentennial celebration as a "great milestone" 
and added that only a few companies can last for 
150 years. "We are proud that we are part of this 
rare achievement. At the same time, we are also 
challenged to continue Tanduay's rich 


State-of the-art Bottling Line 


for another 150 years”, the Kapitan said. Dr. Tan 
vowed to continue providing the market with 


excellent yet affordable products. 


"In celebrating the Filipino spirit we must. 
uphold the spirit of great benevolence and 
generosity and share with the less fortunate what 
we have" - Dr. Tan emphasized. 


“To reciprocate consumer patronage and 
loyalty, Tanduay, as a responsible corporate 
zen, has been actively supporting projects in 
tion, culture and sports, health and social 
welfare. 


For the next 150 years, Dr. Tan sces 

duay as a major worldwide supplier of rhum 
and other spirits, "We are now on our way to 
becoming а global brand. As we say in our 
corporate advertisement - One World, One Spirit 
“we now have set the stage to conquer the world." 


"Founded on a rich heritage buoyed 
by more than a century of creative innovation 
and foresight, Tanduay has the spirit to soar 
to heights of excellence.” 


Tan Yan Kee Foundation works for the Future. 
of Filipino Children through its program in 
support of Education. 
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 


OF THE PHILIPPINES 


MALACANANG 


My most cordial felicitations to the Tanduay Distillers, Inc. as you celebrate your 150th Anniversary. 


The numerous awards that were bestowed upon you by various international organizations affirm your company's 
ji 


status as a world-class enterprise. Your remarkable journey to fame should inspire ol 


the same prominence and stature in both local and global markets. 


This year’s theme, “Celebrating the Filipino Spirit” 
of Filipinos particularly in the light of recent calamities. Tanduay 
transformations. It outlasted every revolution, 


ona tradition of product excellence. 


eer Filipino companies to pursue 


is a fitting tribute to the honor, bravery and resiliency 
п isa living witness to our country's political and social 
withstood all ups and downs, and endured the market while carrying 


Let the Filipino spirit guide us in our struggle to beat the odds and ensure a better quality of life for our people. 
I wish you more success and may God's blessings warm your hearts this Christmas. 


Congratulations and Mabuhay kayong lahat! 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 


Malugod kong binabati ang Tanduay sa ika-150 Taon 
ng Pagkakatatag nito. 


Masasabi kong iilan lamang sa mga kumpanyang 
Pilipino ang may kakayahang lumago at tumagal ng ganoon 
kahabang panahon, at ang Tanduay ay kabilang sa mga 
negosyong ito na nagtataglay ng pinakamahabang serbisyo 
sa publiko at sa bansa. 


Masasabi ko ring ang Tanduay na kilalang-kilala 
natin, gayundin sa ibang bansa, ay bahagi na ng tradisyong 
Pilipino tuwing may pagtitipon, maliit man o malaki ang 
grupo na nagdiriwang. Parang hindi kumpleto ang okasyon 

арар walangTanduay na pinagsasaluhan ng magkakamag- 
anak o magkakaibigan. 


Ngunit higit sa lahat, ang Tanduay ay naging simbolo 
nangtibay, tiyaga, sipag, at pagpupunyagi ng lahing Pilipino. 
По ay bunga ng kakayahan ng Tanduay na harapin at 
lampasan ang anumang krisis sa ekonomiya. Ang lakas at 
tibay ng Tanduay ay nagmumula sa matatag na pundasyon 
nito na ginawa may 150 taon na ngayon. 


Ang pagsalin ng Tanduay sa kasalukuyang 
pamunuan na pinangungunahan ni Dr. Lucio C. Tan, kilala 
Fin sa bansag na El Kapitan, ay nagdulot ng ibayong tatag at 
tibay sa pundasyon ng kumpanya upang tumagal ito ng 
marami pang siglo. 


Muli, maligayang pagbati sa ika-150 Taon 
ng Tanduay. 


MABUHAY KAYONG LAHAT! 
ызы 


NOLI “KABAYAN/L. DE CASTRO. 
Bise Presidente ng Republika ng Pilipinas 


e 
GEI DEPARTMENT OF TRADE & INDUSTRY 
a PHILIPPINES 


My warmest greetings to the 
management and staff of the TANDUAY 
Distillers, Inc. as you celebrate your 150th © 
Anniversary оп 18 December 2004. 
This event is a strong manifestation H 
of TANDUAY'S resilience to withstand and prevail over the 
challenges of times. As one of the success stories in the local front, 
the company serves as an excellent model and inspiration for the 
business community to continue strengthening their competence 
to meet market demands. 1 take this opportunity lo encourage 
you to constantly expand your creativity through aggressive 
product innovation and topnotch customer service, which for 
years have been the trademark of TANDUAY. In this highly 
“competitive business environment, a positive, vigilant and assertive 
, response to market dynamism is required asa strategy to conquer 
` ре opportunities that abound. | look forward to the continuing 
Success of TANDUAY'S operations in the country as a shining 
testimony to the success of the Filipino entrepreneurial spirit. 
‘Again, my sincere congratulations to TANDUAY and best wishes 
оп your anniversary. Mabuhay! 


CESAR V/PURISIMA 
Secretary 


: hay 
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
SENATE 


В “А good general rule is to state that bouquet is better. 
than the taste, and vice versa." - Stephon Potter, 
Onc-Upmanship. 


Short of endorsing a local vintage company, I dare 
say that Tanduay Rhum is imbibing in the sweet taste of 
success and the essence of permanence. 


lotching 150 years of excellence in fine liquor- 
making, Tanduay now looks forward to greater heights of 
achievement without losing sight of excellence in both 
administration and production departments over the next 150 
years. Excellence has been the company's trademark that 
propelled its flight over the sales charts and across 
territorial boundaries to garner medals of recognition being 
granted by prestigious international organizations. 


Asa Filipino citizen, I feel a deep sense of personal 
pride that a Filipino company can carve its own niche and 
establish its rightful place in the highly competitive global 
market. With the advent of borderless economies, we need 
to have many Tanduays that can compete with the world’s 
best and withstand the tests of time: unyeilding and 
uncompromising even under the most severe economic and 
political conditions. 


As a political leader, 1 am personally grateful for 
Tanduay's corporate commitment to reciprocate popular 
patronage through social services, educational and medical 
assistance to the underprivileged, and poverty alleviation. 


Mabuhay! 


ким M. DRILON 
lenate President 


Y) REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 


Mabuhay! 

The City of Manila proudly joins 
Tanduay Distillers, Inc. in celebrating its } 
150th year as a world-class Filipino 


corporation. 4 $ 
Through the years, ће people of 22 


Manila have witnessed the evolution of Tanduay into the 
leading manufacturer of quality rum worldwide, bringing 
pride and distinction to the Philippines. 

Like the city that continues to host it, Tanduay has 
weathered social upheavals - including a world war -as well 
as economic difficulties, in its one hundred fifty years of 
existence. 

We are also glad that Tanduay, in celebrating its 
150th anniversary, has chosen as its theme "Celebrating the. 
Filipino Spirit.” This theme mirrors the positive values that 
Filipinos in general and Manilerios in particular have become 
accustomed to. 

It is our hope that Tanduay would continue to 
prosper in the future as it had done in the past one hundred 
fifty years. 

Congratulations and more power! 


B 


É L ATIENZA, JR. 
City Mayor 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


congratulate Tanduay on the celebration of its 150th 
anniversary. This milestone of longevity in commerce and 
manufacturing comes as a shining moment at a time our 
country calls for the wholehearted support of all sectors to 
overcome many challenges and move forward. 


Your theme "Celebrating the Filipino Spirit" captures 
our need to marshall our common strengths as a nation an 
d use these pillars of long-term prosperity and lasting peace. 
In this light, Tanduay symbolizes the endurance of the Filipino 
spirit and its underlying values of creativity, resilience, honor, 
bravery, enterprise, love for family and respect for elders. 


The excellence of Tanduay’s products in the national 
and international markets attests to the Filipino's ability to set 
world-class standards and compete in a global environment, 
1 salute the men and women who have contributed to the 
leadership and success of Tanduay for over a century and a 
half. 


Let's all drink to Tanduay's enduring spirit and the 
Filipino's unsinkable nature. May your company thrive and 
prosper further! 


JOSE DE VENECIAAR. 
Speaker of the House 


TANDUAY DISTILLERY LABOR UNION 


Isang wagas at maalab na pagbati 
mula sa puso ng uring manggagawa ang 
pinaabot sa pangasiwaan ng Tanduay 
Distillers, Inc. sa kanyang makulay at 
makasaysayang pagdiriwang ng ika-150 
taong Anibersaryo sa ika-18 ng Disyembre 
2004. Ang maigting na suporta at pagtangkilik mula sa inyong 
mga manggagawa ay lubusang maasahan ng sa gayon ang 
inyong mga magandang balakin at adhikain sa patuloy na 
daluyong sa pag-unlad at kasaganaan ng kompanya ay kagyat 
na makamtan. 

‘Ang pagbating ito ay nagbibigay pugay at pagkilala 
sa mga taong nag lilok sa pagsulong at pag-unlad ng 
kompanya sa gitna ng mga patinding bigwas at hagupit ng 
lokal at pang-daigdigan krisis sa ekonomiya. Naririyan ang 
ating Mr. Wilson T. Young, Chief Operating Officer at sa 
patnubay at-gabay ng ating “Kapitan” Lucio Tan, 

Tanduay Distillers, Inc. sumulong ka, humayo ka at 
tahakin ang landas ng tagumpay. Mabuhay ang Tanduay 
Distillers, Inc., Mabuhay ang Kapisanan, Mabuhay tayong 
lahat. 

Salamat sa Dakilang Maykapal! 


LO AGALOOS 


Pangulo 
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PHILIPPINE CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 


On behalf of the Philippine! ^ 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(PCCI), 1 would like to extend my 
congratulatory greetings to Tanduay Ё 
Distillers, Inc. for their 150th 
anniversary. Being 150 years old and still going strong is 
a great achievement by itself and the РССІ can’t help but 
be extremely proud that Tanduay is one of our members. 
As Tanduay has distinctly shown us, progressive 
corporations do not grow old. Like aged wine, they mellow 
with time, becoming wiser, stronger and bolder in facing 
new challenges of an ever-changing trade and commerce. 
Tanduay's track record in durability, flexibili 
and adaptabilily to frequent changes in the economic 
environment will serve as an undying inspiration 


for other Filipino corporations. 


Mabuhay ang Tanduay Distillers, Inc. 


NOEMI L. SALUDO 


President. 


INTERNATIONAL CHAMBERS 
OF COMMERCE 


Over the past 150 years, Tanduay $77 
continuesits commitment to providing * 
world-class rhum at affordable prices. § 

Consumers have reciprocated with 
unwavering loyalty to its products. 

Tanduay has been a toast, both in and outside the 
Philippines, for its exacting adherence to excellence. The 
Company's over 100 medals and awards given by 
prestigious international organizations are a recognition of 
its adherence to excellence. This year, to further highlight 
the Company's observance of its 150th anniversary, four 
more awards were received in Brussels, Belgium at the 
42nd World Selection of Spirits and Liquors sponsored by 
the Monde Selection. 

Truly, Tanduay has earned the right to be labeled 
“The Best Among the Best” and ат extremely proud that 
itis 100 percent Filipino. 

1 also salute the Company for having aptly chosen 
the theme, "Celebrating the Filipino Spirit” for this joyous 
occasion. More power! 


RIZALINO S. NAVARRO 
Chairman 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 
BUREAU OF CUSTOMS 


Warmest felicitation to the =". 
management and the rank and file of 
Tanduay Distillers, Inc. 
reached the 150-yedr mark is an epic feat °, 

by itself, attained by the dint of hard work ^ 

and the unending struggle for excellence. Quite expectedly, 
TDlis now the object of envy by equally situated companies, 
which are still negotiating the long and winding road to 
success. Going global in the 21st century is the only way 
for larger corporations to survive. In this aspect, the Bureau 
‘of Customs plays a crucial role - manning the ramparts of 
our seaports and airports and keeping vigilant against the 
entry of unwanted goods. 

Tanduay, we have been told, has embarked on a 
vigorous marketing campaign in the world market. As we 
begin the new millenium, the government which the Bureau 
of Customs represents encourages this kind of adventurism. 
We are confident that Tanduay, one of the oldest local 
corporations, will also succeed in this new endeavor, as it 
has done so many times in its glorious past. Good luck and 
happy 150th anniversary. Mabuhay. 


a REOS 


Commissioner 


Having, 
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X. FEDERATION OF 

é À FILIPINO - CHINESE 

4275 CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE 
> & INDUSTRY, INC. 


Congratulations to Tanduay 
Distillers, Inc. on its 150th Year SE 
Anniversary. Tanduay has many reasons. ` zig 
to celebrate this milestone. From its birth © 
in the middle of 19th century, Tanduay a 
Distillers has withstood the test of time and has become 
part of Filipino heritage. Tanduay products have earned 
worldwide recognition and have served as symbols of 
Filipino culture and tradition through the years. 

Celebrating the Filipino Spirit is a very appropriate 
and timely theme for Tanduay's celebration this year. 
Promoting Filipino values of honor, honesty, hard work 
and perseverance will give Filipinos the resilience we need 
to rise above the many challenges we face. Tanduay's long, 
GE LIOREUA NN IT ORAE 
true worth. 

The Federation of Filipino-Chinese Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry, Inc. joins Tanduay Distillers, Inc. 
in this glorious celebration of the Filipino Spirit. Mabuhay! 


ROBIN C. 


Presigeht 


SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 
COMMISSION 


. Onbehalf of the Securities and - 
Exchange Commission, let rae extend my { 

warmest greetings to Tanduay Distillers, 

Inc. on the occasion of its 150th year Í 

anniversary. 

An existence spanning a century and a half is 
enough cause for a celebration. What makes this occasion 
а feat is that Tanduay Distillers, Inc. is an all-Filipino 
company and for years is among the top corporations of 
the Philippines. 

Weshare your theme for this momentous occasion 
- Celebrating the Filipino Spirit. At the present time and at 
all times, for that matter, our personal and commercial 
actions should be guided by such Filipino values as honor, 
honesty, hardwork, perseverance, and resiliency. 

Itisalso gratifying to note, and well-deserving of 
our support, that Tanduay Distillers, Inc. is training its 
sight on the international arena, where excellence isa key 
criterion for survival. Congratulations and wishing you 
more fruitful years to come! 


Ê 4 band 
FE BARIN 
Chairperson 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
BUREAU OF FOOD AND DRUGS 


In behalf of the Bureau of Food 
and Drugs, I wish to extend our heartfelt 
congratulations to Tanduay Distillers, ine. 
in observance of their 150th Anniversary. 

1 commend you for all your а 4 
untiring efforts in building your Company as one of the 
most progressive Filipino firms today, as proven by the 
numerous awards and citations you garnered in 
international competitions. "Celebrating the Filipino 
Spicitis truly a fitting theme for this glorious occasion. 

Now, we see the unfolding of another episode in 
the Tanduay saga that has so far spanned 150 years, as 
your Company has embarked on another adventure; this 
time to give the traditional world leaders in liquor 
production a run for their money. 

Let me ask you to continue being a vital partner 
of the Bureau in ensuring the quality and safety of the 
products that you provide to our countrymen. 

‘Again, my sincere congratulations! 


PROF. LETICIA-BARBARA BÁGUTIERREZ, MS 
Director 
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EMPLOYERS CONFEDERATION 
OF THE PHILIPPINES 


A nation's strength depends a "7" 

great deal on its workforce. We cannot 

falk about national productivity without 

the workers manning our factories, $ 

For this reason, itis extremely crucial for a 
management to forge mutual trust and ЩЙ 2 
Confidence with its employees as an enduring foundation 
for industrial peace and stability. Tanduay Distillers, Ine. 
has been known for setting the pace in terms of harmony 
and tranquility at the workplace. This enviable distinction 
appears to have been borne out of Dr. Lucio C. Tan's 
philosophy to give workers the widest latitude for self- 
determination in accordance with the dictates of industrial 
democracy. While the primordial obligation of management 
is to ensure the growth and welfare of the company, it 
should also look after the well-being ofits partners in 
production, the labor force. Tanduay, I believe, has not 
been remiss in this aspect, After 150 years of existence, 
Tanduay is stil force to reckon with insofar as establishing 
a climate for an ideal and strong cooperative employee- 
employer relationship is concerned, On behalf of ECOP, T- 
congratulate the management and employees of Tanduay 
for having attained another milestone in their collaborative 
partnership, which is an important ingredient to the 
Sustained growth of the company, in particular, and the 
country’s economy asa whole 


RENE Y. SORIANO 
President 


REPUBLIKA NG PILIPINAS 
KAGAWARAN NG PANANALAPI 
KAWANIHAN NG RENTAS INTERNAS 


"The toughest thing about success. 

is that you have to keep on being successful." 

Irving Berlin (1888-1989), one of the greatest 

American lyricists of all time, appeared to 

have written this famous line with Tanduay * 
Distillers, Inc. in mind. Indeed, success has 

no end, justa beginning, and Tanduay is showing us what it's 
all about. There arc only a few companies in the Philippines 
which can last 150 years and still keep getting stronger and 
better. Tanduay's success and resiliency result from many 
things, with having a good management team and a policy of 
continuous satisfaction of changing consumer needs among 
its strongest points. We commend Tanduay for choosing 
"Celebrating the Filipino Spirit" as the theme for the усаг- 
long celebration of its 150th aniversary. It is the same spirit 
of patriotism and love of country that we want to promote 
and uphold to enable us to rise above our present difficulties. 
Tanduay has shown the way on how lo be a responsible 
corporate citizen. Today, more than ever, our country needs 
all the support from everyone to attain economic stability and 
accelerate nation-building. Tanduay's success is also our 
success. Let's toast to another 150 years of excellence 
for Tanduay. 


Af £ 
сбатамот оо. 


Commissioner of Internal Revenue 


CENTER FOR ALCOHOL 
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
FOUNDATION, INC. 
CARD. 


Today, Tanduay Distillers, Inc. 
officially closes another chapter in its 

history. At the same time, it opens another 

era perceived to be more challenging and 

more daunting yei expectedly more 

rewarding. Towards this end, CARD puts 

its official duties as а non-government arm for research 
and devélopment to the back burner in favor of the more 
patriotic obligation of rallying behind a Filipino 
corporation's campaign in the international arena. We can 
do nothing less, because ils success will also be our victory 
asa nation, its downfall a national setback in globalization, 
This is because through the ages, Tanduay has become a 
symbol of the Filipino's struggle (o reach greater heights 
and quite unerringly, it has been attaining its corporate 
objectives. Tanduay's 150th anniversary theme “Celebrating 
the Filipino Spirit” is double-entendre. One refers lo Ив world- 
class liquors that have been a byword among Filipino 
consumers; the other connotes the fine qualities of aur race 
that make us proud Filipinos. Either way, the theme 
underscores the fact there is so much to be thankful for on 
this great occassion, Let's drink to that. Congratulations 
and mabuhay. 


^B. 
Dr. CESAR R. BAUTISTA 
Chairman. 
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JUST BETWEEN KINGS: "The King of Com: 
‘campaigned for Poe during the tempestuous p 
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RP K9 team on the ready 
for search, rescue missions 


By Joan Orendain 
Contributor 


"SEARCH and rescue dogs can scent a human 
body 100 feet vertically, and 100 feet horizon- 
tally’—up, down and sideways. “In the water, 
they scent at a minimum of 40 feet. Some are 
known to scent up to a hundred feet.” 
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" Dolphy with partner Zsa Zsa Padilla pay their last respects to the. 
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“King of Philippine Movies” Fernando Poe Jr. on Saturday. Dolphy actively 
residential election and stuck by is side though there were strong indications his home TV studio was pressuring him to switch political allegiance. 
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‘Don’t exploit FP] burial 


press fans’ emotional rage 


By Michael Lim Ubac 
and Fe Zamora 


SENATE Minority Leader 
Aquilino Pimentel Jr. yes- 
terday called on the fans 
and followers of the late 
Fernando Poe Jr. not to al- 
low themselves to be used 
as “pawns in a political 
game.” 

Pimentel predicted a "very 
volatile" situation on Dec. 22, the 
day of Poe's burial, as a result of 
the great number of mourners ex- 
pected to join the funeral march 
from the Sto. Domingo Church in 
Quezon City to the North Ceme- 
teryin Manila. 

He warned that the mourners 
could “get out of control for emo- 
tional reasons," and that oppo: 
tunists within and outside the op- 
position might use the occasion 
to grab power. 

Pimentel said itwasincumberit 
upon the administration of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo not to 
mishandle the situation. He said 
any form of suppression during. 
the burial could have dire conse- 
quences on the Malacafiang occu- 
pant. 

Speaking at the weekly Kapi- 
hansa Sulo news forum, he urged 
his colleagues in the opposition 
“to maintain calm and to disci- 
pline our ranks so that we will not 
be infiltrated by other elements 
who might have their own per- 

|, sonal agenda.” 

É But now everybody seems to 

[ want a piece of the man they 

B called "Da King.” 

His daughter, Mary Grace 

DONT/AB 


‘Simbang Gabi’ now in US, keeps Filipinos sleepless in Seattle 


By Suzanne Goloy-Lanot 
Contributor 


BREMERTON, Washing 
ton—From its humble roots in 
the Philippines, the Simbang Gabi 
has been celebrated sporadically 
among Filipino communities 
throughout the United States. 
Now itis observed in its grandeur 
and pageantry as part of the Ad- 
vent devotion in the archdiocese 
of Seattle. 

Parishes are encouraged to cel- 
ebrate it, following a standard 
liturgy, including music and read- 
ings. Here it is a sacred ritual of 
lights, symbolized by the parol, 
which the Archbishop of Seattle, 
the Most Reverend Alexander J. 
Brunett, refers to as the Light of 
Christ. 

On Dec. 17, 1997, on the eve of 
His installation, the archbishop 
celebrated the first simbang gabi 


and was so moved by the experi- 
ence, he has since encouraged the 
entire archdiocese to participate 
init. 

Spearheaded by 27 parishes, 
the novena now involves over 80 
parishes, including those without 
any Filipino members. Parish co- 
ordinators confer with the arch- 
diocese and the schedule of Mass- 
es throughout western Washing- 
ton is disseminated through com- 
munity publications and web- 
sites. 

Like a crusade, the archdiocese 
tries to get more parishes in- 
volved every year. 

The archdiocese of Seattle, 
home to people from different 
countries and cultures, has do- 
minion over 10 deaneries that en- 
compass over 160 parishes 
throughout western Washington. 
My parish, Holy Trinity, as well as 
the Our Lady, Star of the Sea and 


five other parishes and two mis- 
sion churches, comprise the 
Olympic Deanery. 

The first novena Mass is called 
the Commissioning Mass, during 
which the archbishop commis- 
sions the parish coordinators to 
return to their parishes and com- 
mence the novena. Parishes with- 
in the deaneries then take turns 
in hosting the simbang gabi until 
the remaining eight novena 
Masses have been completed. 

Because the vitality and signifi- 
cance of simbang gabi in the com- 
munity has grown, the first Mass 
is now celebrated at St. James 
Cathedral in Seattle, the center 
for cultural and ecumenical 
events. 

When I lived in the Philippines, 
| rarely attended the simbang 
gabi. But now, even on a stormy 
night and after a long day at 


SIMBANGIA2I 


By Volt Contreras 
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(ret) meet 50 years 
к: ka 


IT WAS some 50 years ago that a 
young lieutenant with the Army 
Scout Rangers and the leader of a 
peasantbased guerrilla force 
each led a band of men to finish 
off the other in the lush jungles of 
Luzon, 
The now graying warriors met 
for the first time just last month, 
By sheer coincidence, both had 
} '3 enlisted for a campaign to revive 
~ the vanishing forests where they 
hunter and hunted, 


lanueva, 76, and legendary Huk 
chief Luis M. Taruc, 91, had 
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ights the way toward the sanctuary of the 100-year-old St. James Cathedral 


оп the ist day of the nine-day Simbang Gabi in Seattle celebrated by Archbishop Alexander]. Brunet, 


Old foes now fight for common cause 


known each other only 
name-until the unforgettable 
evening of Nov. 19 at the home of 
environment conservation advo- 
cate Odette Alcantara in Blue 
Ridge, Quezon City. 

It was to have been just anoth- 
ег meeting of Alcantara's group, 
Mother Earth Philippines, for a 
project with then newly appoint- 
ed "forest czar” Victor Corpus, 
himself a retired general and a 
former rebel. 

Villanueva arrived first, ac- 
companied by another green ad- 
vocare, Unesco Commissioner 
Leonarda Camacho. Taruc 
showed up later in the company 


by 


of freelance filmmaker Dik Tro- feared you." 


LE 


feo, who was doing a documen- 
taryon him. 

Until the two men were intro- 
duced to each other, no one in the 
gathering had any idea that they 
had once been enemies in com- 
bat. 

‘Trofeo recalled the momen- 
tous meeting: 

"Taruc, when told by Alcantara 
that Villanueva used to be with 
the Air Force, recognized the 
name and told the latter: “You 
were among those hunting us 
down." 

‘And Villanueva quietly replied: 
"Actually, we were the ones who 


SERENE: 


E] 


The two men then зоок 
hands, then came to an embrace, 

Alcantara later confided to the 
ingumen how she could not hold 
back her tears at the sight of the 
two ex-adversaries, she had to ex- 
cuse herself pretending she had 
something to do in the kitchen. 

In interviews last Thursday at 
Alcantara's home, Taruc and Vil- 
Janueva both came across as теп 
of war who had decided to devote 
their remaining years waging 
peaceful battles in reforestation 
and agriculture, 

"Running priest” Roberto 
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Tunnel repair 
to cost P300M 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana. 


$ A 19-KILOMETER-LONG tun- 
nel in Quezon province that 
supplies water to Metro 
Manila will cost P300 million 
to repair after it was wrecked 
by the recent storms. 

‘The repair work could last un- 
til June but supplies of water in 
Metro Manila might suffer dis- 
ruptions until July both because 
of the damage to the tunnel and 

“the possible effects of E! Niño, 
Metropolitan Waterworks and 
Sewerage System administrator 
«Orlando Hondrade said. 

Thwarted by bad weather in 
her previous attempts to visit the 
area, President Macapagal-Ar- 

„royo on Friday was finally able to 
“inspect the damaged Umiray-An- 
gat Transbasin Tunnel in General 

Nakar after the clouds broke. 


:Lakewater for Manila 

She said the repair of the tun- 
“nel was a top priority but the gov- 
‘ernment was also tapping Laguna 
Lake as a permanent source of 
* potable water for Metro Manila. 

“1 finally was able to find an 
opening in the clouds to visit Umi- 
ray and this is a priority effort in our 
rehabilitation efforts to assure 
Metro Manila and the urban gate- 
way of Central Luzon and Southern 
‘Tagalog of continuing clean water," 
Ms Arroyo said. 

She gave the news in a speech 
yesterday at Villamor Airbase, 

where’ she received $1 million 
‘wortlrof relief goods from the Unit- 


ей States, including tents, genera- 
tors, blankets, medical supplies 
and water containers. (See related 
story on this page.) 


Sharing the costs 

Hondrade said in his report 
that, without Umiray water from 
January to June, there could be a 
5 to 10 percent reduction in wa- 
ter supply to Metro Manila and 
zero allocation for irrigation wa- 
ter to the National Irrigation Ad- 
ministration. 

If the flow of water from Umi- 
ray is restored, there might still 
bea need to maintain a 5 percent 
MWSS water reduction starting 
June, he said. 

Of the P300 million needed for 
repairs, Hondrade said P60 million 
had been sourced from the MWSS 
and the private concessionaires 
Manila Water and Maynilad, which 
shelled out P20 million each. 

‘The rest of the cost will be cov- 
егей by insurance, he said. 

The tunnel, which diverts wa- 
ter from the Umiray River to An- 
gat Dam in Norzagaray, Bulacan, 
accounts for 20 to 30 percent of 
Angat's water reserves. 


Clearing operation 

Angat supplies the potable wa- 
ter needs of 97 percent of Metro 
Manila's estimated 10 to 12 m 
lion residents, as well as irriga- 
tion water for farms in Bulacan 
‘and Pampanga. 

The tunnel originally cost P2 
billion to construct but Hondrade 
said its worth had increased to P6 
billion prior to the damage. 


Earlier on Friday an advance par- 
ty of the Presidential Security Group 
made an aerial survey of the Que- 
zon mountain ranges but was forced 
totum back due to zero visibility: 

The PSG advised Ms Arroyo not 
to push through with her trip but 
she asked to ry again and was able 
to reach the area around 3 p. 
Cabinet Officer for Provincial 
Events Conrado Limcaoco зай 

Ms Arroyo directed Hondrade 
to speed up the clearing opera- 
tion at the tunnel. 

Hondrade told reporters the en- 
tire length of the tunnel was possibly 
dogged with boulders, logs and de- 
bris unleashed by the three storms 
and a typhoon that hit Luzon from 
mid-November to early this month. 


Road still impassable 
Не said the 5.5-km access road 
remained impassable due to 31 
landslides and thatthe 5x 30-meter- 
long concrete bridge leading to the 
tunnel outlet was totally washed 
ош, along with all bunkhouses. 
MWSS and military equipment 
were lost in the floods, he said. 
Manila has received close to P100 
million in cash, emergency rations 
and equipment from the imema- 
tional community, including foreign 
mon-government organizations. 
International aid agencies con- 
tinued to appeal for support to 
combat potential disease out- 
breaks in flood-stricken areas, 
saying that more than $8 million 
in additional aid was needed dur- 
ing the next three months. 
illegal logging has 
Шс ee ee 
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THE URN, wrapped in a hot pink scarf, holds the ashes of Maria Kristina Casimira “KC” de Venecia, 
daughter of Speaker Jose de Venecia, who died early Thursday morning in the fire that razed their 


Dasmarifias Village house. 


anzao 


If I die, I want my casket to be 
in hot pink, KC jokingly told pals 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


THE URN containing her ashes 
was wrapped in a scarf the color 
of hot pink. 

“Her favorite color was blue,” 
Fides Camino, friend and former 
classmate of Maria Kristina 
Casimiro "KC" de Venecia, told 
the INQUIRER. 

"If 1 die, | want a casket in hot 
pink,” KC once told Camino in jest. 

KC's best friends at Colegio de 
San Agustin were Camino and 
Carmela Concepcion. They had 
been close since their elementary 
school days and shared so many 
dreams, including going to Har- 
vard, together. 

"KC wanted to be a lawyer," 


Familiar 
‘THE TOURISM department likes to 
make foreign tourists, particularly 
those from other East Asian coun- 
tries, feel at home in the Philippines. 

"The department's latest service, to 
be launched next week, is to provide. 
interpreters for tourists arriving at 
the country's international airports. 

Called the “Meet and Assist” 
program, the service will field 
dozens of multilingual inter- 
preters to greet Chinese, South 


Camino said. 

“She also kept her promises.. 
"This is the first one she broke; 
she said crying. 

Although KC transferred to the 
International School, the three 
friends continued to keep in touch. 
‘They would hang out, talk, watch 
movies and concerts together. 

Camino said that on Thursday at 
1:30am, her father woke her up be- 
cause she was having a bad dream. 

She went back to sleep, but 30 
minutes later, a friend called up 
and broke the news that KC was 
trapped inside their burning house 
in Dasmariñas Village, Makati. 

Camino borrowed her brother's 
cell phone, inserted her SIM card 
and found out that KC had called 


welcome 


Korean and Japanese visitors ar- 
riving at the Ninoy Aquino Inter- 
national Airport and Cebu's Mac- 
tan International Airport. 

The program aims to create a 
beter impression of the Philippines 
and to break the barriers of commu- 
nication so that foreigners would 
feel more relaxed in the country. 

"We are focused towards eas- 
ing the communication difficulty 
with foreign tourists by making 


her twice. She said she received 
two “call back" alert messages. 

“KC didnt know that 1 share the 
cell phone with my brother" she said. 

She said the last time she 
talked to KC was Wednesday 
evening. In their last conversa- 
tion, KC told her that she had 
studied the whole day Tuesday 
and again that day for her exams. 

"We always talked about school 
We would study difficult subjects to- 
gether like Geometry" Camino said. 

"KC was not only smart, she 
mever gave up on anything she 
believed in," she said. 

KC favorite movie was “SO First 
Dates,” Camino recalled, because its 
the “ultimate feel good movie" and 
ihe guy never gave up on the girl. 
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PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo thanks US Ambassador Francis Ricciardone for $1 million worth of relief 
supplies to typhoon victims in ceremonies held at Villamor Air Base. Looking on are Defense Secretary 
Avelino Cruz (left) and US Brig. Gen. Kenneth Glueck. The supplies included tents, generators, medical 
supplies, blankets and water containers. 
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Thanks for your help, 
GMA tells US troops 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana 
and Tonette Orejas, 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


THE UNITED States yesterday 
wrapped up disaster relief opera- 
tions in the Philippines after ex- 
tending $7 million in assistance 
to the victims of the recent storms 
and typhoons that left more than 
1,000 people dead and another 
1,000 missing. 

їп ceremonies held yesterday 
at Villamor Air Base in Pasay City, 
President Macapagal-Arroyo 
thanked the US government for 
its assistance, the single biggest 
contribution by a foreign govem- 
ment, to the calamity victims. 


Speed, depth 

"The speed and depth of relief, 
valued at $7 n 
the biggest contribution by an in- 
dividual foreign government to 
our relief efforts, speaks of the 
mighty ties that are shared by 
time-honored allies across the Pa- 
cific," Ms Arroyo said. 

"The President said the US also 
gave a $.5-million cash donation 
for the rehabilitation of the disas- 
ter-stricken areas in Luzon. 

During the ceremonies, US 
Ambassador Francis Ricciardone 
turned over $1 million worth of 
relief goods to the President for 


the typhoon victit 

Ricciardone said future US as- 
sistance would go to rehabilita- 
tion work to improve the gover- 
nance and management of the 
Philippines’ forest and coastal re- 
sources. 

“You simply must succeed in 
your programs, before you irre- 
trievably lose your forest: and 
fisheries to greed, ignorance, 
criminality and the pressures of 
an ever-expanding population," 
he said. 

Officials have blamed unabat- 
ed logging for the massive floods 
and landslides. 


Rescue, relief 

Ms Arroyo also thanked the US 
troops for their help in the rescue 
and relief operations. 

"I commend you as I commend 
the soldiers of our own Armed 
Forces, who crossed the perilous 
plains and mountains on foot, 
wading in strong currents to save 
the people ftom hunger and 
death," Ms Arroyo said. 

More than 900 US Marines, 
Navy, Army and Air Force person- 
nel, backed by 13 helicopters and 
C-130 cargo planes, were deployed 
in the typhoon-ravaged areas. The 
relief mission started on Dec. 12. 

Col. Gilbert Llanto, co-com- 
mander of the Base Disaster Re- 


Erap: Return to power 
up to God, the people 


A PEOPLE power uprising to re- 
tum him to power? Jailed ex- 
President Joseph Estrada, who 
was ousted in the second Edsa 
people power revolution of 2001, 
isnot averse to the idea. 

"If thats the peoples will, we 
cannot do anything about it,” said 
the disgraced leader who is under 
house arrest їп his lavish Tanay va- 
cation estate while undergoing rial 
on corruption and plunder charges. 

“1 leave it up to God to put me 
where He wants to,” said Estrada, 
who was said to have become 
‘more prayerful since his downfall, 

He said that now that he had a 
“passion” for God, all his dreams 
have come truc and he hoped 
that his passion for God might al- 
so return him to power. 

“Maybe I will also win this last 
passion," he said. 

With emotions running high 
‘among the “masa” followers of the 
late Fernando Poe Jr, former sena- 
tor Francisco Tatad and former con- 


gressman Didagen Dilangalen have 
Said that Poe's death could serve as 
a catalyst for change, leading to the 
etur of Estrada to Malacafiang. 

"Alam mo, hindi puwede awatin 
yung damdamin ng tao... walang 
pulitika ito (You cannot stop the peo- 
ples feelings... there is no politics in 
this)” said Estrada of the outpouring 
of support for Poe, the defeated op- 
position presidential candidate who 
aimed to have been cheated of vic- 
tory in the May 10 elections, 

Estrada said it would be diffi- 
cult to stop the people from doing 
what they want to do now that 
their "idol" is dead. 

“He took away my friend, which 
pains me so much, but God may 
have a purpose in all the things 
that are happening now,” he said. 

Estrada, who said he has been 
deeply affected by Poe's death, 
said he is becoming increasingly 
depressed as the Dec. 22 burial 
date of Poe approaches. Armand 
N. Nocum 


in store for Asian tourists 


them feel more welcome and at 
home upon their arrival at the air- 
ports,” said Tourism Secretary 
Joseph Ace Duran 

"The essence of this project is to 
highlight the Filipino characteris- 
tics of being hospitable and exud- 
ing warmth towards anybody who 
visits our country" he added, 

‘The program isto be replicated 
atthe Centennial Airport after its 
initial run at Майа Terminal 1. 


55 


The department has started 
pre-screening the interpreters 
and assessing their language pro- 
ficiency and knowledge of the 
tourism industry. 

Those who qualify will go 
through the Mabuhay Host Pro- 
gram training and will be allowed 
to wear the DOT Access Pass with- 
inspecified areas of the airports. 

Durano said the interpreters 
‘would be confined only to the air- 


pores information booths. They will 
not be allowed to approach passen- 
gers, carry their luggage or accom- 
pany them without authority from 
the Bureau of immigration, 

The DOT has identified China 
as its primary target for inbound 
tourists. 

South Korea and Japan are al- 
so among the Philippines 
biggest sources of foreign 
tourists. Jerome Aning 


sponse Coordinating Genter, said 
US troops, all belonging to the 
Third Marine Expeditionary 
Brigade, started leaving yester- 
day for Okinawa, Japan, on 
board the USS McHenry docked 
at the Subic Bay Freeport in Zam- 
bales and aboard C-130 cargo 
planes. 


Humanitarian work 

During the five-day joint hu- 
manitarian work, the Philippine 
and US troops airlifted 232,790 
tons or 1,538 packages of rice, 
canned goods, water, sugar, cof- 
fee, milk, clothes, toys, blankets 
and medicines to areas rendered 
inaccessible by the landslides. 

Ms Arroyo also received yester- 
day $1 million worth of tents, 
generators, medical supplies, 
blankets and water containers 
from Okinawa, Japan. 

The US government also do- 
mated more than $500,000 
through the Philippine Red Cross 
and nongovernment organiza- 
tions. 

The Office of Civil Defense said. 
1,062 people died and as many 
are still missing after the storms 
and typhoons destroyed or dam- 
aged more than 188,000 houses 
and caused P5.73 billion in dam- 
age in 35 provinces. With reports 
from AB AFP 


Congress 
panel blocks 
Masinloc sale 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


ASSERTING its authority, the 
Congressional Power Commis- 
sion has temporarily blocked the. 
sale of the $561-million Masinloc 
power plant in Zambales to a sup- 
posedly "undercapitalized" Fil- 
ipino-Australian conglomerate. 

Sen. Joker Arroyo told reporters 
that during a meeting Thursday, 
Powercom demanded that officials 
of National Power Corp. (Napocor) 
make publicall relevant documents 
pertaining to the winning bidder, 
YNN Pacific Consortium Inc. 

“We've asked them to submit 
the bid documents of YNN,” said 
Arroyo, a member of the commis- 
sion co-chaired by Sen. Miriam 
Defensor-Santiago and Rep. An- 
tonio Badelles. 

‘Arroyo said Powercom had ef- 
fectively put the sale on hold to al- 
low the bilateral panel ro exercise 
its oversight functions overall ener- 
gy deals entered into by Napocor in 
behalf of the national government. 

The Powerom ао required 
members of the Power Sector Assets 
and Liabilities Management Corp. 
(Psalm), the Department of Energy, 
National Transmission. Comp. 
(Transco) and Napocor to attend а 
closed-door caucus next month to 
discuss how to better protect the gov- 
ernment interest in the Masinloc sale, 

Santiago, ina separate interview, 
said Powercom wanted to “hammer 
out a procedure that will allow 
(Powercom members) to know be- 
forehand the bidding documents 
before actual bidding is held,” 


By pioneering m-commerce im the Philippines with a whale new 
category af innovative services called G-Cash, Globe has opened up 
new possibilities far local businesses, ardinary consumers and even 
the gaverument. Globe G-Cash cam be used as mobile currency that 
cam be transferred from ane phane to anather and used to make 
purchases, payments and remittances, the Filipino public has gained 
wider access to available goods and semices. 

A recent addition to the growing range of services made mare 
convenient by Globe G-Cash and the first im the country is the renewal 
of business registrations with the Bureau af intemal Revenue (BIR). 
With G-Casth, business owners are spared the hassle of taking time aut 
to go to the BIR ofice tm renew their business registrations. Now, 
processing their pagers is as simple as a text that takes no less tham 
a faw minutes with the secure service af Globe G-Cash. Andi because 
G-Cash can be used anytime and anywhere, registration and renewal) 
payment is mot limited to regular office hours, leaving busy entrepreneurs 
with more time to expand their business and oversee other maney 
matters. 

“{Glotie] envisions G-Cash as an enabler of the various aspects of 
business, from the consumer to business owners, even government 
regulators,” says Globe Telecom President and CEO Сету Ablaza. 
“This service to subscribers which ай the same time facilitates taxpayer 
transaction with BIR addresses the needs of Filipino entrepreneurs, 

- amd atthe same time, provides 
the government with a 
technological platform that 
facilitates public service by 


is accepted far corporate and 

individual taxpayers. Globe 

and Touch Mobile subscribers, 

1 must text “PAYBIR «amount» 

J <MPIN> “Tax identification 

Number <Taxpayer Branch 

Code» «Revenue District 

Office Code» «Registered 

Company Name?” and send 

to 2882 Once the transaction 

is completed, the subscriber 

will receive a confirmation 

message and corresponding 

trace number verifying the renewal 

of the said business registration. This will aso be the corresponding 
BIR reference number. The transaction's payment fom (BIR Form No. 
0605) will be published at a designated website and will be available 
far printing a few days after the G-Cash payment has heen made. 
The G-Cash service villi be available by the Jenuary 2005 business 
registration period and is expected to encourage punctual renewal af 
business registrations, as well as enhance the ВІК efficiency by 
minimizing paperwork and improving the quality of service by reducing 
the number af walk-ins. BIR commissioner Guillermo Parayno expresses. 
high hopes that the service willl match the success of their previous 
partnership with Globe, the intemationaily acclaimed Bayan, Lid ang 
Resibo promo. "The public's overwhelming response to our Bayan Hid 
ang Resiho campaign enabled us to bring our BIR tax database up-to- 
date,” said Parayna. “We are confident that offering G-Cash as am 
altemative made of payment for business registration renewals willl 
greatly speed up the service, , within legal framework, and we look 
forward to future partnerships that make the BIR more accessible to 


SIR Commissioner Guillermo Parayno and Gicoe 
and CEO Garry Арага formalize BIR's G-Casi 
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s Christmas. 17 


You've been good and worked hard the whole year Now its time to give yourself an extra special Christmas treat. 


Drive home a new Mitsubishi through the Amazingly Affordable Easy-Own Plans Holiday Rush. 
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200 trade A/T 1.239.000. 
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* BPI Auto Madness financing ratos still apply 
< Extend your plan to 6 yoars - Froo 1 year LTO registration 
+ Algo avall of our Low Monthly or Zero Interest Plans! 


See your nexrest Mitsubishi doalor now! 
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Health 
sector 
granted 
$213-M 
loan 


THE ASIAN Develop- 
ment Bank (ADB) has 
approved two loans to- 
taling $213 million to. 
improve the Philip- 
pines health sector, the 
bank said on Saturday. 
The frst loan, 
amounting to $200 
milio, wil imple- 
ment a health sector 
reform plan to address 
structural issues such 
as delivery of health 
services,” regulatory 
mechanisms апі 
health care financing, 
the ADB said. 
Funding will be 
linked to "concrete, 
measurable results on 
changes in health sta- 
tus, and in the cover- 
age of health ser- 
vices," the ADB said. 
A supplemental 
$13-million loan will 
support projects in 
five provinces “chosen 
for their strong com- 
mitment to health re- 
forms,” the ADB said. 
Both loans wil 
have an interest rate 
determined in accor- 
dance with ADB's LI- 
BORbased lending 
facility, The first loan 
hasa 15-year term, in- 
cluding a grace period 
of three years while’ 
the supplemental loan ,, 
has a 26-year term, i 
cluding a grace period 
ofsixyears. 


to terror 
list of US 


"WASHINGTON—Kha- 
dafi Abubakar Jan- 
jalani, suspected lead- 
ег of the Abu Sayyaf 
bandit group, was in- 
cluded on Friday by 
the United States in its 
terror list and barred 
all US citizens from 
having financial deal- 
ings with him, 

The US treasury 
department also 
froze the US-based 
assets of Janjalani 

"Janjal: despi- 
cable terrorist, respon- 
sible for the kidnap- 
ping and beheading of 
“American civilians and 
other innocents," said 
Stuart Levey, treasury's 
undersecretary for the 
Office of Terrorism 
and Financial Intelli- 
gence (TFD. 

"We must do every- 
thing in our power to 
cut of individuals 
like him from their 
support lines,” Levey 
said ina statement. 

The Abu Sayyaf was 
formed in the early 
1990s under the lead- 
ership of Janjalants 
older brother, Abdura- 
jak Abubakar Jane 
Jalani, the TFI said. 

“Following the death 
of Abdurajak Abubakar 
Janjalani in a dash 
ih Philippine police 
in 1998, the younger 
Janjalani was elevated. 
to a leadership postion 
in the ASG, heeding 
one of its major fac- 
tions," it alleged. 

Janjalani perpetrat- 
ed "brutal acts of ter- 
rorism” against US chti- 
zens and foreigners in- 
duding the Augus 
2000 kidnapping of US 
dizen Jeff 
| Schilling, who escaped, 
and the May 2001 cap; 
tureofthree Americans 
and 17 Filipinos from 
the Dos Palmas Resort. 


in Palawan, the US 
treasury departments 
antiterrorism шй 
юй = АР 


Buy a SMART Buddy Super SIM 3, register and get a P50 Gift Certificate instantly! 
Plus,a chance to win a Gift Bag weekly ora SMART Buddy phonekit plus P2,000" 
worth of books of your choice in the grand draw! 


You can also swap your active non-SMART SIM to the SMART Buddy Super SIM 3, s ^ 
load at least P30 and register to get a P50 National Book Store Gift Certificate and 77 National Book Store Gift Bags 71 Siemens MC60 celfones with 
join the raffle promo! P2,000" worth of books each! 


Join Now! "in the form of Gift Certificates exclusive for book purchases only. 

Mechanics: 

1.58 PURCHASE: 3RAFFLEPROMO: Each registration automaticaly entes you — Toregistetert NATIONAL 
Bay a SMART Bud Super SIM 3 at any National Book ор therafie pomo and ведре соте гасе. «Балб code" *> <fullname> 


Store outlet register for ree and geta PSO National Book 4. PRIZES: <address> <ORF> 10 386. 
‘Store Gift Certificate. WEEKLY DRAW: Each branch wil have one winner of 2 EX NATIONALNT2 Len Santos 
2.SIM SWAP: You can ao swap your active non-SMART Sk National Bok tore it bag week. #1 Polk St, Quezon City 
to the SMART Buddy Super SIM 3, load at est P30, GRAND DRAW: Each branch wil have one winner ofa SAAT 1234567 
Book Store register for free and geta PSO Nationa! Bok tore Git Buddy Siemens MO phon and P2000" worth of Gtk ера code number to be provided by 


Саке. Certticates in the grand draw. SMART Buddy Booth Representative. Promo runs from Dec.7, 004 to Jan. 31, 2005 
Per DTHNCR Permit No.5994, Seles of 2004 
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Medicines: 


e Vitamin C, Oral Rehydration Salts, 


Water Purifying Tablets, 
Paracetamol 


GOODS may be delivered to: 
Camp Aguinaldo, Office of Civil 
Defense, Edsa ~~ 


Catholic Media Network Office, > `. 


Xavier House No. 2307 Pedro Gil, 
Sta. Ana, Manila 


Contact Persons: Fr. Francis Lucas: ? 


or Mr. Sanny Jegillos (IRDC) 
Tel Nos.: 563-7321, 563-7313, . < 
564-4480 

Fax No.:563-7327 


Email: sagipbuhay@yahoo.com >. 
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Mascardo Sts., Makati. 
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“Name: Sagip-Buhay Infanta Funi 
“Account Number-231-3-2912050 


Diogese of Cabanatuan/ Social Action Center, please contact Bishop: Sofronio Bancud, 5 
ОБШО Parulan/ Fé Juana • Tel: Nos.: (44)463-3849, 463- 0388, M d 
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с please cona |5. Mie Mendon, Assisi Development Foundation e tel; nos. 632-1001 t008: li a 
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Pinoys in UK Typhoon tragedy can't stop Christmas. 


raise funds 
for victims 


By Raj Padilla. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


LONDON—A United Kingdom-wide fund -rais- 
ing campaign was launched here on Monday 
for victims of the series of typhoons that bat- 
тегей Luzon, particularly Quezon and Aurora 
provinces, leaving thousands of people dead or 
missing and thousands more homeless. 

Claro Conde, director of Filipino Mis- 
sions in the UK, told the Inguien the fund 
drive is intended to raise funds for “our broth- 
ers and sisters in disaster-stricken areas” and 
to highlight the importance of protecting the 
environmentas well. 

“We have launched Operation Father Char- 
lito Colendres in response to the disaster in 
ihe Philippines. It is our hope that we can get 
every Filipino in the UK involved in this neces- 
sary undertaking,” Conde, a Redemptorist 
missionary said. 


Hero priest 

Honored as “a hero priest of the disaster,” 
Colendres died alter surging waters swept 
him away as he tried to save others from the. 
flash floods. 

According to Conde, the funds would be 
used to help provide food, clothing and shel- 
ter to the victims and to create awareness on 
the importance of saving forests and for refor- 
estation efforts in the future. 

Annabelle Palonpon-Mercado, of the UK Fil- 
Nurses Society and a member of the steering 
committee, said her group would reach out to 
as many Filipino nurses in all government hos- 
pitals in England, Scotland, Wales and North- 
ern Ireland to ensure the fund drive's success. 

"Since we have moderators all over the UK, 
we're quite optimistic that we can get the job 
done,” she said. 

Mercado said she would also coordinate 
with the Philippine Nurses Association chap- 
ter in the UK headed by Michael Duque to dis- 
seminate information about the campaign 
and fast-track ай efforts. 


Funds to Quezon 

Conde said whatever funds raised would 
be turned over to Bishop Rolando Tirona of 
the Prelature of Infanta in Quezon province in 
two batches on Dec. 16 and Jan. 3 

Infanta was one of the badly-hit areas. At 
the time of his death, Colendres was serving 
the Prelature of Infanta, 

‘At present, there are about 85,000 Filipinos 
working in the UK, mostly as nurses in govern- 
ment hospitals and nursing homes. Filipinos ac- 
count for 25 percent of the nurses in state-run 
hospitals in the UK today. 

Conde, Mercado, and the rest of the steer- 
ing committee--Sr. Clare Jo Palto-ub of the 
‘Assumption Sisters and Dr. Cherry Galorport 
—assailed all those responsible for “the 
widespread and senseless denudation of our 
sacred forests.” 

Conde's group described what had taken 
place as “more of an act of man than of God.” 


Nayan seeks 
longer leave 
for therapy 


By TJ Burgonio 


FORMER hostage Angelito Nayan showed up at 
work Friday at the Department of Foreign Af- 
fairs, but asked for another extension of his al- 
ready extended official leave in order to continue 
undergoing therapy for his recurring back pains. 

‘A beaming Nayan, 34, looking dapper in a 
black suit, said he felt “much better" now than 
wo weeks ago, but he had been advised to con- 
tinue his physical therapy for his back pains. 

“ still have some back pains," he told re- 
porters, referring to the muscle pains in his 
back which he believed were an offshoot of 
his long period of squatting on the floor dur- 
ing his 26-day captivity in Afghanistan. 

“1 can work tomorrow, but I was advised to 
continue the therapy,” he said. 

Nayan, a junior diplomat, and two other 
United Nations election workers were seized 
at gunpoint in Kabul on Oct. 28 by Islamic 
militants. They wore freed unharmed on Nov. 
23 following strong public condemnation of 
the abduction and a manhunt launched by US 
and Afghan troops. 

Upon his return to Manila, Nayan asked for 
and got a two-week extension of his six 
month official leave which ended Nov. 28. He 
had used the six-month leave to join the Unit 
ed Nations force that oversaw the crucial 
presidential elections in Afghanistan, 

“Every now and then I still get some flashes 
of our ordeal. But they are mostly positive, 
and they are not as frequent as during the first 
week after our release,” Nayan said. 

Nayan, a principal assistant in the DAs Of- 
fice of American Affairs before his abduction, 
spent most of the day calling on his former 
classmates and superiors at the department. 

Nayan said las month that he was 
thumped in the head and slapped by his 
“ruthless” captors during their captivity, but 
recalled that, otherwise, he and the two other 
hostages were “treated well.” 

Nayan and fellow hostages UK-Irish Annet- 
ta Flanigan and Kosovar Shqipe Hebibi plan 
to havea yearly reunion, he said. 

Н 


By Michael B. Jaucian, Niño Jesus 
Orbeta and Daniel T. Mallari, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


DESPITE the destruction and misery 
brought by the series of typhoons to 
their region, residents of Ligao, Albay, 
and the Sierra Madre communities in 
Quezon have tried to rise above the 
tragedy to observe the traditional ritu- 
als of the season. 

Ligao City residents cast aside their 
sadness and collectively shared the joy 
of witnessing the simultaneous lighting 
ofa giant Christmas tree at the city ратк 
and a "Peace" sign on top of the city hall 
building last Sunday. 

The steel Christmas tree, standing 


about 15 meters and the only one of its 
kind in the Bicol region, is decorated 
wich 65,000 multicolored bulbs. A giant 
belen or the Christmas tableau has been 
laid out next toit. 

Despite suffering the death of at least 
80 Айа natives from the killer flash 
floods and landslides that struck north- 
em Quezon two weeks ago, the Sierra 
Madre tribal communities are still ob- 
serving the traditional simbang gabi or 
dawn masses asa collective expression of 
hope and courage in the midst of tragedy 

“We have to continue moving. We 
have to provide continuous hope and 
courage to the victims, especially the in- 
digenous peoples," said Fr. Pete Montal- 
lana, coordinator of the Indigenous Peo- 


ples’ Apostolate in Infanta and director 
ofthe Tribal Center for Development. 

Ligao Mayor Linda Gonzalez said 
putting up and lighting the huge Christ- 
mas tree has been practiced for the past 
nine years, and "calamities should not 
bea reason for not celebrating the birth 
ofbur Lord, Jesus Christ." 

Shesaid the Christmas treeat the city 
park was a symbol of peace, hope, tran- 
quility and love. 

t is the product of the bayanihan 
spirit among local government employ- 
ees and the Ligaoefios,” the mayor said. 

"The project was started by her hus- 
band, Fernando, who was mayor before 
becoming provincial governor last July. 

Gonzalez nid the project was set up 


with donations from public and private 
organizations and from friends here 
and abroad. 

‘With the unbearable sufferings and 
hardships being experienced by Fi 
ipinos today, Gonzalez said the mulfi- 
lighted tree could at least bring on the 
spirit of Christmas in a simple way. 

. Without the tree, Christmas would 
Be dull and lonely for the people of Lig- 
ao, the mayor said. 

‘Some residents who are regulars at the 
park said the Christmas tree was the best 
form of relaxation and therapy for them. 

Being at the park, listening to Christ- 
mas songs from the loudspeakers and - 
looking at the tree somehow relieve 
them of stress and pain, they said. 
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True Home Theater Entertainment 
with 5.1ch Surround Sound 
Features a 5.1ch surround sound system 
Dolby Digital and OTS decoder to let you 
enjoy movie theater sound and atmosphere, 


‘Twin Subwoofer System 
Equipped with newly-ceveloped aluminum cones 
‘with outstanding characterstics that lot you 
experience powerful cinema sound bass. 


Conies with a main 3-way 3-speaker system featuilng: 
опе tweeter, one woofer and one super woofer each, 
tor the UR channels, plus two subwoofer systems. 
with twin mounted aluminum cone subwoofers} 

а 2-way 3-speaker center speaker, and two 2-way 
2-speaker surround speakers for a toll of 17 speakers; 
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Don't exploit FPJ burial in a political game’ 


Poe-Llamanzares, rejected on Fri- 
day a request from the 
bom-again Christian group El 
Shaddai to bring his remains to 
Rizal Park for a Mass before the 
interment, 

“That cannot be done,” Mary 
Grace told actor Rez Cortez, an 
officer of the FPJ Wake Coordi- 
mating Council. She said granting 
the request would not be practi- 
cal because the funeral march is 
scheduled to stop at the FPJ Pro- 
ductions studio on Roosevelt Av- 
‘enue in Quezon City before pro- 
ceeding to the cemetery. 

Cortez explained to Mary 
Grace that the request from El 
Shaddai head, Bro. Mike Velarde, 
had been relayed by former Sen. 
Vicente “Tito” Sotto, a close 
friend of her father's. 

El Shaddai had endorsed Ms 
Arroyo during the presidential 
campaign, pushing her election 
in May, But its support did little 
for her in the National Capital Re- 
gion, which voted overwhelming- 
ly for Poe, 


pe , ITSHOULD have been the other way around but itis Susan Roces who succors a supporter of her 
want to sa) is Y: 4 Pf و‎ 
Den Esci Bot husband who was overwhelmed either by grief or the crush of the crowd inside the church. 


had suddenly turned pro-Poe. | —— у 


Th a homily during the after- i; Ё É GETTING ready to shelter the remains of “Da King,” 
порп Mass on Friday at the Sto. 1 North Cemetery race against a deadline, Dec. 22, when Poe will be 


Domingo Church, Fr Sonny laid beside kis paren 
purs eere dire laid to rest beside his parents and brother. SAN 


changed with Poe's death. i ond 

"Now every priest in the coun- 2 Б p 
шуш ROG KE TIS i BER FP] tomb simple 
But during the campaign, no one 3 p 
wanted to be identified with ue “ле AA 1 3 : DE 
Mi amherst | i {| but decent like bim 

For the Wednesday funeral, а > í 65 
grup of bishops also wants to $ 3 44: By Tina б. Santos Poe family for the past 35 
hold а special service for the MEE E 4 T years. 
movie actor who lost by more than т POSTERS and streamers will ^ Residents of the area regard 
a million votes to Ms Arroyo in the festoon the North Cemetery Poe as their hero, 
official canvass but, his followers when Fernando Poe Je is laid to They cited his boundless 
insist, had been cheated of victory. 1 rest on Wednesday. generosity especially to the 

38o many want to help, like ә 4 "He's special to us and we poor, but said they opposed the 
ҮЙ group of bishops. We are try- want to make him feel that idea of burying him at the Li- 
ingrto squeeze in as many as we 5 | | even in death,” Lumeng de los bingan ng mga Bayani, which 
can,” said Candy Cortez, a close " 4 Santos, one of the caretakers of the Arroyo administration had 
friend of the family. RA TÎ | the Poe mausoleum, said yes- earlier suggested. 

But.so many have had to be É terday. “We have so much respect 
tumed away. “We are really sorry, mae E з De los Santos, 53, said forhim, but if we will have out 
but we cannot accommodate all posters of their fallen idol, in- way, we really want him to be .|- 
the volunteers,” she said. EU - ngi E “| cluding those used during the [buried] here, together with 
Nive 1 i2 xe election campaign, would be the masses. [Malacahang] just 

P we pie. Leader Prog: TPEVIGILofFPJ'sfansivoters just go on and on. Nota few have been “ing” outside the Sto, Domingo Bue upd ates чен ie ке эе AE 

louse Majority Leader Pros- Church compound, eating, sleeping there and vowing to stay until their idols funeral, кинюноос | neral march would pass, OA nab 
pero Nograles said it was never A number of workers were le 67. 
ioo.late for Ms Arroyo's offer о Isabela Rep. Edwin Uy said he bestfriend. had lost a good man with the | busy preparing the actors — Abularsaid she had been ex- 
reconciliation to the Poe family was saddened by the oppositions “The emotion of the situation death of Poe: niche when the Inquiten visited pecting Poe to make good on 
and her political adversaries, rejection ofthe President’ offer. will already be at its high peak "FPJ was, in my mind, sui | the cemetery yesterday morn- his promise to be back before 

He said Ms Arroyo had been Uy noted that only Sen. Edgar- then,” the senator said. “You add generis. A man alone. A class act | ing. Christmas. 
cofisistent in her offer of peace do Angara, president of the La- the presence of Erap, who has his unto himself. The leader who | Poe's remains will be in "Ме never had an inkling 
and unity with the opposition ban ng Demokratikong Pilipino, own following and has his own would have provided our people | елей beside the niche of his that he would be back lying in 
Sine she assumed the presidency had expressed willingness to problems with the government, witharallying point for renewal. | younger brother Andy Their a coffin,” said construction 
in 2001. heed the reconciliation offer, but and that will be a highly com- “We have lost a good man. And |” parents, Bessie Kelly and Fer- worker Lemuel Santiago, 64. 

Nograles was reacting to the he was not spared from criticism. bustible mixture that may need. as we pray for the repose of his |- nando Poe Sr, are also buried Poe's last visit to the ceme- 
opposition’s claim that the recon-, “Reconciliation is only оп to only a small spark to burst into an immortal soul, we can only ask, | atthesite. tery was on Nov. 27, De los 
caption offer had come too late’ be too late if they will seal their uncontrollable conflagration.” using the words of Mark Antony | ^ DelosSantosssidtheactors Santos said. She said he had 
because Poe was already dead. door shut. But the administration The Sandiganbayan ruling per- who spoke at the funeral of Julius niche was made of granite and even instructed her sister-in- 

Nograles urged the opposition will remain hopeful as long as mittingEstrada only to attend the Caesar: When comessuchanoth- | marble chips. But she added law Gigi, another caretaker, to 
to keep an open mind and accept there is a chance for reconcilia- wake was a “precautionary теа. er?" that its design was as simple as fix the drainage and put in ad- 
th€ offer in order to heal the na- tion,” Uy said. sure to prevent the volatility of Pimentel also said Poe was that of the other niches of fami- ditional plants. 
tion once and for all. H XE the situation from erupting into a probably the only national politi- | iy members. "The actor had promised to 

“Reconciliation is по: Highly combustible mixture violent end,” Pimentel said. cian who was “perennially short | “Ir will be a niche fit for a be back to distribute gifts, in- 
time-bound. It depends only on. Pimentel, a lawyer, said it was , on words but long on undiluted | simple but decent man like cluding toys for the children in 
the party being offered. Even “wise” for the Sandiganbayan to ‘When comes such another?” love” for the welfare of the peo- | him," said De los Santos, who the community, De los Santos 
atheists reconcile with their God bar deposed President Joseph In a privilege speech early this ple. With a report from Cynthia has been in the service of the said tearfully. 
intheir dying moments,” he sald. Estrada from the funeral of his week, Pimentel said the country D. Balana 


Old foes now fight for common cause 


From page Al 


тогис and his band in ће Canda- He added: "Wala па уш. 
à ч 5 ba swamp of Pampanga: “I had Matatanda па kami (That's over 
Reyes tapped Taruc in October to 2 Le : SRA seven men under me, and we now. We've grown old )." 
help promote vegetable garden- (di 3 T were holed up for almost a month А 
ing as a way of coping with the 2 d on an elevated position whilewe Helping Quezon 
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"This is a symbol of reconcilia- Never again Taruc himself proved elusive. He Rangers, he was transferred to love our country... never expect. pine history, 

tlon—former enemies now com- А member of the Philippine said he was not aware uf uny cn- the Air Force, ed that we will meet this way and "What a symbolism for our 
ing together for the good and fu- Military Academy Class of 1951 counter with a rebel unit that was Villanueva recalled one har- talk about peace and restoring country's healing and reconcilia- 
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Gov't hopes ceasefire with Reds would lead to peace? 


THE GOVERNMENT expressed 
hopes on Saturday that the unilater- 
al Christmas ceasefire it has imple- 
mented with communist insurgents 
could becomea permanent truce. 

‘The Communist Party of the 
Philippines (CPP) and iis armed 
‘wing, the New People's Army (NB), 
however, have not yet agreed to the 
Christmas truce but said they are 
"studying the possibility” 

President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
spokesperson Press Secretary 1g- 
nacio Bunye said the government 
would welcome any reciprocal 
action by the communists, but 
added that "it would be more 
beneficial if both the government 
and the CPP-NPA can come up 
with a lasting ceasefire.” 

Bunye cited the ceasefire in 
place between the government 
and the main Muslim separatist 


group, the Moro Islamic Libera- 
tion Front (MILF), which has 
paved the way for formal peace 
talks between the two sides. 

Bunye said Filipinos in the rural 
areas had had enough of the CPPS 
three decade-long Maoist insurgen- 
су, adding that “itis high time that 
lasting peace be given a chance.” 

‘The President had declared a 
Dec, 16 to Jan. 5 unilateral cease- 
fire with the communists in the 
spirit of Christmas and urged the 
rebels to reciprocate, 

Armed Forces of the Philip 
pines Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Efren 
‘Abu, however, warned that he 
would ask the President to lift the 
ceasefire if the NPA continued to 
stage attacks. 

The government and the 
8,000-strong CPP-NPA had tradi- 
ionally called ceasefires during 


Kuwait bars Pinoys from Iraq 


KUWAIT has reimposed its ban on 
Filipinos crossing its border into 
Iraq and alerted its border au- 
thorities to stop those who would. 
attempt to sneak into the vio- 
lence-wracked Middle East state, 
foreign officials said yesterday 

The ban, which applies only to 
Filipinos, came a month after 
Philippine officials, led by For- 
eign Secretary Alberto Romulo, 
petitioned the Kuwaiti govern: 
ment to reimpose it in view of the 
“increased hostilities" in Iraq. 

Kuwaits ban on border-crossing 
of all foreigners was lifted in Octo- 
ber just when Philippine officials 
‘were scrambling to enforce a tem- 
porary ban on the deployment of 
"workers to Iraq. 

Ambassador to Kuwait Bayani 
Mangibin bailed the Kuwaiti gov- 
ernment' decision. 


“The Kuwaiti government has 
demonstrated that, while recog- 
nizing the universal right of ev- 
eryone to travel, extraordinary 
circumstances necessitate more 
proactive action from govern- 
ments, especially in protecting 
the lives ofits citizens,” he said. 

‘The security situation in Iraq 
“has worsened" exposing res 
denis and foreign workers, includ- 
ing Filipinos, to more mortar at- 
tacks and kidnappings, the am- 
bassador said, citing assessments 
by embassy officials in Baghdad. 

‘Two Filipinos were hurt in sep- 
arate attacks on two US camps in 
late November and early Decem- 
ber. Between 5,750 and 6,000 Fil- 
ipinos are estimated to be work- 
ing in several US military installa- 
tions in the capital Baghdad and 
elsewhere. TJ Burgonio 


the Christmas season. 

"The communists called off peace. 
talks with the government in Au- 
gust, accusing Manila 
of not doing enough 
to persuade the Unit: 
ed States and the Ru. 
ropean Union to re- 
‘move them from their 
list of foreign terrorist 
organizations. 

Cebu Rep. Antonio 
Cuenco — yesterday 
urged CPP founder 
Jose Ma. Sison to 
come home and lead 
the communist panel. 
in talking peace with 
the government. 

Cuenco, chair of 
the House committee 
on foreign affairs, 
said Sison should 


heed the Dutch government's or- 
der to leave the Netherlands for 
overstaying. 
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By going home, he said, Sison 
would be able to have a direct 
hand in the peace process, ensure 


its success and put an end to the 
communist insurgency problem, 
Cynthia D. Balana; ARÊ 
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3 foreigners killed 


in attack in Mosul 


BAGHDAD—Insurgents killed at least 
three foreigners in Mosul, a northern 
city that became a stronghold after 
Falluja fell to US and Iraqi forces. Mili- 
tants also set ablaze a pipeline near 
the capital—a rare attack on oil in- 
frastructure in a populated area. 


‘The US Embassy confirmed the name of an 
‘American contractor taken hostage six weeks 
ago in Baghdad—a man who has not been 
seen or heard from since—identifying him as 
Roy Hallums, a 56-year-old worker for a Saudi 
company that does catering for the Iraqi Army. 

His wife, Susan Hallums of Corona, Calif., 
said in a telephone interview Friday that she 
hàs not heard from the kidnappers. 

$1 want to plead for his life and send out 
prayers and hope that he will be released,” 
said Hallums, who is separated from her hus- 
band, the father of their two daughters. 

-The continuing bloodshed has dissuaded 
Iraq's political parties and coalitions from or- 
ganizing public rallies ahead of the country's 
Jan. 30 parliamentary elections, the first free 
Vote since the overthrow of the monarchy 45 
years ago. 

Although the election campaign officially 
kicked off Wednesday, so far only the Iraqi 
‘Communist Party—which is part of the US-in- 
stalled interim government—was known to 
have held a public gathering. 

S We are endeavoring to establish a demo- 

cratic, federal country... that enjoys security 
and peace and in which religious, national 
and sectarian fraternity will be established,” 
Minister of Culture Mufeed al-Jazairi told sev- 
eral hundred activists waving the party's red 
banners in Baghdad on Friday. 
'eln another move aimed at stimulating 
Badi recovery, the United States has com- 
pletely forgiven $4.1 billion in debt Iraq owed 
itahd urged other nations not part of an inter- 
national debt relief agreement to follow suit. 


Saudi oil giant Aramco tightens security after 


RIYADH—State-owned giant 
Saidi Aramco said on Saturday it 
remained “on alert at all times” to 
secure the world's biggest oil- 
fields, after Osama bin Laden 
urged militants to attack Iraqi 
and Gulfoil facilities. 

¿“As the company responsible for 
the world's largest proven reserves 
of “oll, Saudi Aramco is keenly 
aware of its responsibility (to pro- 
tect workers and oilfields),” Aram- 
co said in a statement responding 
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to questions from Reuters. 

trains and equips a security force 
that is professional and responsive," 
it said. "The company’s security is, 
ineffect, “on alert” at all times.” 

An audiotape 
Thursday, which an intelligence 
official in Washington said was 
highly likely to have been issued. 
by Bin Laden, urged militants to 
exploit a "golden opportunity" to 
weaken the United States. 
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Washington's debt forgiveness goes beyond 
the 80 percent reduction of 538.9 billion in 
debt agreed to in November by the Paris Club. 
of international lenders. Iraq owes another 
$80 billion to various Arab governments, 
mainly Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. 

“I urge Iraq's other creditors to work quick- 
ly in forging agreements like this one to re- 
duce Iraq debt," said Treasury Secretary John 
Snow at an agreement signing ceremony at 
the state department attended Secretary of 
State Colin Powell and Iraqi Finance Minister 
‘Adil Abdul al-Mahdi. 

Insurgents lobbed ^ rocket-propelled 
grenades at an Australian compound Friday 
inside Baghdad's Green Zone, the heavily for- 
tified complex that houses the interim gov- 
ernment and the US Embassy. One round 
struck the area where Australian troops are 
housed, but there were no casualties. 

Saddam Hussein’s defense minister, who 
surrendered to US forces last year, will join 
another notorious general—known as Chemi- 
cal Ali—in the dock when initial hearings 
against Baath regime figures open next week, 
an official familiar with the proceedings said. 

Gen. Sultan Hashim Ahmad gave himself up 
in September 2003 at a coalition military base 
in Mosul. He was not considered to be a war 
crimes suspect and many had expected that he 
would be freed after being questioned. 

In contrast, Ali Hassan al-Majid, who 
earned the nickname Chemical Ali after using 
poison gas to kill thousands of Kurds in the 
1980s, is considered a leading defendant. 

"Chemical Ali and Sultan will be the first to 
face the hearings,” the official said. 

In Mosul, third-largest city with over 1 million 
inhabitants, attackers ambushed а convoy of 
four cars carrying Turkish security personnel to 
Baghdad and klled four occupants of one vehi- 
de. The bodies of the men, including one whose 
head was appeared severed, were seen lying on 
the road alongside their burning car АР 


reason, Saudi Aramco 


released on 


including six 


Fallow American 


itoro 
Fin. 205, 2nd Fior, 
prd 

ona Sool monar and rocke 
‘Toi No. (033) 335-1213 4 qum 
CAGAYANDEORO 
На J Pana Bog 
Corrales Avenue 


Foundors Bióg Rizal St. 
Tel No. (062) 481-1092 


BAGUIO 
за For, Alin поно 
Bid боздоп Rong 
тыю ї+ 


9 


! BEST COPY AVAILABLE* 


Avisitor and her son wall below a painting of the Virgin Mary carrying baby 
Jesus inside the Nativity Church in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Dec. 17. 
Bethlehem's mayor said this week the traditional Christmas tree and 
decorations would not adorn the city’s Manger Square until shortly before 
the holiday season, in respect for the 40-day period of mourning following 
the death of Palestinian President Yasser Arafat. кыли 


“Be active and prevent them 
from getting hold of our oil and 
concentrate your operations on it 
(ой), in particular in Iraq and the 
Gulf” said the speaker. 

‘The Aramco statement said oil- 
fields and refineries are guarded by 
"multiple levels of armed Saudi 
Aramco security personnel work- 
ing in close coordination with Sau- 
di government security forces.” 

It gave no numbers, but Aram- 
co President Abdullah Jumah 


Israeli raid in Gaza 
kills 9 Palestinians 


GAZA—The Israeli army raided 
south Gaza on Friday in response 
to increasing Palestinian mortar 
attacks, killing nine Palest 
militants, 
prompting hundreds to flee their 
homes, witnesses said. 

In the town of Rafah, Palestini- 
ans rescued six Palestinians on 
Friday from a tunnel on the Gaza- 
Egypt border that had collapsed. 
They had been trapped under- 
neath the rubble for hours. 

Palestinian gunmen have dug 
many such tunnels to slip in wea- 
pons but others have been used to 
smuggle cigarettes. It was unclear 
what the tunnel had been used for. 
Witnesses said Palestinians in the 
town rescued the men by pulling 
them out of shaft dug under a 
house that connected to the tunnel. 

Israeli troops have raided 
Rafah many times to battle mili- 
tants waging a four-year-old 
volt, killing hundreds of Palestini- 
ans and leaving thousands home- 
less from demolitions of homes 
suspected of hiding tunnels. 

At least nine Palestinians were 
killed and 30 wounded in Fridays 
army raid into Khan Younis, Gaza's 
second largest city and a hotbed of 
militants who frequently pepper 
nearby Jewish settlements with 


Six of the Palestinians killed 


US warns of Christmas attacks in Indonesia 


JAKARTA—The US state depart- 
ment warned Saturday that ter- 
rorists were planning more at- 
tacks against Western targets in 
Indonesia over Christmas and 
й New Year, and relterated advice 
‘to iis chizens not to travel to the 


Bin Laden 


lar to that found in sensitive in- 
stallations around the world,” the 
company statement said. 
saudi Aramco has long recog- 
nized the importance of its business 
to the world's economy, and takes 
its responsibility very seriously.” 
Saudi Arabia is battling a 19- 
month wave of violence by sup- 
porters of bin Laden's al Qaeda 
movement. Gunmen have killed 
foreigners in the Red Sea petro- 
chemical hub of Yanbu and the oil 


said in April the company em- 
ploys 5,000 security guards who 
use helicopters, boats, cameras 
and other protection equipment. 
Regardless of threat levels at any 
given time, every employee and 
contractor has to present a compa- 
ny identification card before get- 
ting into any Aramco facility. 
“Sensitive company facilities 
have additional security require- 
ments for access, including elec- 
tronic and visual screening simi- 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2004 


Editor Luverne В, Gueco 


5 in Japan 
may have 
bird flu 


TOKYO—Five people in Japan 
may have been infected with the 
bird flu virus after an outbreak 
among chickens in February, but 
there is no risk they will develop 
symptoms and no chance of more 
infections, the government said 
оп Saturday. 

Blood tests showed that five 
people who were involved in 
"work such as the culling of chick- 
ens after an outbreak of avian flu 
in Kyoto in western Japan in 
February had developed an anti 
body to the virus, the health min- 
istry said ina statement. 

“There is a possibility that they 
were infected from this case but a 
positive antibody (result) is пог 
enough to reach a conclusion... In 
any case there is no risk that they 
will develop symptoms,” the min- 
istry said. 

“Since the five people... have 
not developed symptoms of bird 
influenza and there is no risk of 
them developing symptoms in the 
future and no possibility of new 
infections to others, the health 
ministry thinks this is not a prob- 
lem for public health," it added. 

The ministry said it was con- 
ducting a thorough assessment of 
the five positive antibody test re- 
sults, adding that іс planned to 
make a report around Wednesday. 

If confirmed the cases would 
mark the first human infections 
of bird flu in Japan, which report- 
ed several cases of bird flu earlier 
this year, 

All of those cases have been iden- 
tified as the HSNI virus, the strain 
that has hit other countries in Asia 
and been blamed for human deaths 
inViemamandThaland. Reuters 


message 


city ofal- Khobar—close to Aram- 
co headquarters but there haves 
been no reports of direct attacks 
onoil facilities. 

Saudi Aramco estimates its 
crude oil reserves at about 260 
billion barrels, a figure it says 
could go much higher because 
vast areas of the kingdom have 
mor been thoroughly explored. 

The company says it has never 
suffered a supply disruption during 
decades of operations. — Reuters 


mes and at least two 
ians, medics and wit- 


The incursion unfolded hours af- 
ter Israeli Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon told a high-profile security 
conference that there was a unique 
chance for Middle East peacemak- 
ing with new Palestinian leaders fol- 
lowing the death of Yasser Arafat, 

Sharon said he was ready to co- 
ordinate a planned pullout from 
Gaza with a moderate post-Arafat 
leader, likely to be Mahmoud Ab- 
bas. He is favored to win a Jan. 9 
presidential election and advocates 
a haltto violence and fresh talks. 

‘About 600 people, many carry- 
ing small children in freezing pre- 
dawn darkness, fled homes in 
neighborhoods bearing the brunt 
of the raid and were given shelter 
ina UN-run school. 

They said a number of homes 
were demolished. 

“What peace and what pull- 
ош? We only fee! fear and cold. 1 
do not know even if my house 
was still standing or if it was de- 
molished,” Kamilia Attobji, 36, a 
mother of 10, said. 

Israeli forces say buildings they 
raze in such raids are used as cov- 
ег for militants targeting setle- 
ments. Residents uprooted by de- 
molitions complain of collective 
punishment. Reuters 
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$44-M APARTMENT IN NY 

A bullding at 834 Fifth Avenue is seen Dec. 17 in New York City. 
Rupert Murdoch, chair of News Corp, willreportedlybuya20- — 
room triplex apartment in the building for $44 milllon in cash, — |” 
The price is a new record for an apartment in New York City, At 


The US state department's 
move follows similar warnings 
by other foreign governments 
earlier this week that militants 
belonging to the al-Qaida- 
linked Jemaah Islamiyah terror 
group were plotting more 
bombings. 


“The department reminds 
Americans that the terrorist threat 
in Indonesia continues and may in- 
crease over the December-January 
holiday period,” according lo а 
tatement on its website. "Reports 
indicate that terrorists are plan- 
sing ata agains a wide variety 


of targets." 

Jemaah Iskimiyah has been 
blamed for three terror attacks 
in Indonesia in the past two 
years, including the 2002 Bali 
nightclub bombings in which 
202 people were killed, seven of 
them Americans, АР 
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Taiwan says China catablishing 
legal basis to attack with new law 


TAIPEI—Taiwan condemned China's plan to Major state-controlled Chinese papers car- Chiu said the anti-secession law could be 
draft an antisecession law, describing it on ried the Xinhua report on their frontpageson the precursor to a plan to implement a unifi- 
Saturday as move to establish a legal basis Saturday, bucthey did not refer directly to Tai- cation law in stages, to gradually build pres- ME GF WEINE KALA 
to attack the selfruling, democratic island wan and gave no more details. sureon Taiwan. Reuters R 
that Beijing claims ав а province. ‘China had earlier floated a “reunification” 
‘Vice President Annette Lu said the pro- law, rather than an "antisecession" law, and 
posed law would have no bearing on Taiwan... Xinhua did not explain the change. 
Because China has no legal or historical rights Some Taiwan analysts said the new draft 
to the island of 23 million people. was passive in nature, and could be a slight 
"They are using this method to announce improvement in the sense that China would 
tothe world they will do anything to swallow be legally obliged to prevent Taiwan indepen- 
tip Taiwan and will establish the legal basisto dence but would not necessarily push urgent- 
do so," Lutold reporters. ly for unification. 
Lu and President Chen Shui-bian are re- 
viled in Bejing, The two reject the communist 
government's claim that Taiwan is part of Chi- 
CD Kanang 
Education 
os Corpo Provider 


па and must be reunited with the mainland, 
aurum TESTPREPEENTER America’s #1 


by force if necessary. 
China has been alarmed by what it sees as 
creeping moves toward secession by Chen, es- 
pecially the Taiwan leader's plans to adopt a 
new constitution by 2008. The move is 
viewed by Beijing as a declaration of state- 
hood that can lead to war. P 

China planned to send the draft antisecession | ICSEC Courses: МЕ • PT • ММАТ • СЕТ • LET’ . 
law for deliberation during a parliament session | Refresher Program for English, Nursing & PT « NLE & 
‘on Dec, 25-29, Beijing’s official Xinhua news | PT Test Prep * Caregiver Training 
agen said on Friday. The move was seen to be + > 
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“They are looking RUINA: е! е 
for a legal basis to in- elusi PTRP, 
vade Taiwan,” said 
Chiu Taisan, vice 
chair and spokesper- 
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Go Direct To The Speci: 


FREE SEMINARS 
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Taxi 0920-2530905 


CASH for DIAMONDS | 
Nibor Diamond ng Buying Office of the BEIC. 


* INSTANT GASH for 1 1/2 carat & above, antiques 


e schedule оС Arrliaations 
for Entrance Examination 


‘Admissions and Placement Offce (APO) 

Mondays lo Saturdays, 800 a m. -5:00 p.m. 

FEU Application forms may be downloaded from 

the FEU Website: www.feu.adu.ph and may be reproduced. 


Entrance exams are scheduled every Saturday moming 
(7:30 am - 1200 pm and altemoon (1:00 pm - 4:00pm) 


e Procedure in Aprlying 
for Entrance Examination 

1. Secure application form from APO. 

2. Proceed to Cashier's Office, Ground Floor, Administration 
Building, and pay the admission / testing fee of P440.00. 

3. Submit completed application form to APO together with 
the three "2x2" colored piclures and self-addressed 
lelter envelope with stamp, and get the entrance 
exam schedule, 

4, Take the FEU Entrance Test on the specified scheduled 
date and in he room indicated on the recep 
Bring two pencils. 


SCHOLARSHIP GRANTS AVAILABLE 
BE ONE OF THE 2,500 SCHOLARS OF FEU! 
FAMILY DISCOUNTS ALSO AVAILABLE. 


FAR EASTERN UWEVERSETY 
Admissions end placement oiee 
Wiewnor Reyes sey Sempalos ranila 
Tel. wos. (482) 735 тз) lot. 251 # 252 
rele Fax: 734 008 

Edmissions O Feuedu.eh 


Degree Programs | 
& 
e institute of Accounts, 
Business end Finance. 
Bachelor of Science in Accountancy 
Bachelor of Science in Commerce, major int . 
Management!  FnancalAccouning Ө 
Economics Legal Management 
Makeing Tourism Management 
Finance 
Associate in Computer Secretarial 


ө institute of Ares 

end Scienees 

Bachelor of Ats, major in: 

Economics Public Administration 

Filipino Mass Communication 

Literature Engish Language 

Pokucal Science 

Bachelor of Science, major in Biology 

Bachelor of Scence in Psychology 

Bachelor ol Science in Malhemaics, major in: 

Computer Science 


+ anstieuite of Wursing 


Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
Assocoloín Heal Science Education 


© Institute oF Architecture 
@nd Fine Ares 
Bachelor of Science in Architecture 
Bachelor ol Fine Arts, major in: 
Advertising 
Painting 
ө Institute OF Education 
Bachelor of Elementary Education 
Bachelor of Secondary Education 
Carufcale in Teacher Education 


© Institute oF Lew 


Bachelor of Laws 
Juris Doctor - MBA (Jointly offered with DLS 


Graduste studies 

Doctor of Edocalon. :. > 
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and modern jewelry. Also old-cut diamonds 
* WE ACCEPT LOANS on important diamonds arid 
Jewelry. 
ALL TRANSACTIONS KEPT CONFIDENTIAL 
Tel, Мов. 725-1823) 726-1931” Mobile No.: (0917) 536-2456 
Monday-Sunday 10am-5pm 
Central jewelry At Tne Jewellery Greenhills Shopping Center. San Juan, MM. 
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Portable Steam Sauna 


Enjoy thogelaxing and holy benofis of / 
having your own porsonol sauna 

at homol 

Avalabio in fokdabla or Intaiabio, ^ ` 


* BREEZE Eye Massager + 
ч and malch tho kind of mass 
yos soak - 4 typos of Ar Prossunng 
{о proven! tho ayos from stretching: 
ов ol Vibration Wales to massage 
‘bale: and 2 types of Hol Compras 
modas lo enhance blood ciculaton. 


Let the Word of God 
show the beauty & meaning 
of your day to day life journey! 


*The most sought-after stselling, 
one-of-a-kind Bible Diary! 
+АЙ in one, easy to сапу Companion Diary. 
«Complete daily bible readings 
& commentaries for the whole year. 
«Ample writing space for daily notes & 
appointments (for Bible Diary only), 
Available at NATIONAL BOOKSTORE 
outlets nationwide, 
& other Religious Bookstores! 


CLARETIAN COMMUNICATIONS, INC, 
му yumi $t. Aaa Diliman, Quexon City. 
No (029213981. Fax # (02)9216205 
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EXPERIENGE God's love!” 
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US weighing heart risks from Pfizer's Celebrex _ 


WASHINGTON—US health officials urged doc- 
tots on Friday to consider prescribing alterna- 
tives to Pfizer Inc.s arthritis drug Celebrex 
while regulators weigh new data on heart risks. 

“We do have great concerns about this 
product and this class of products,” Acting 
Food and Drug Administration Commissioner 
Lester Crawford told reporters. 

Celebrex is part of the same family of drugs 
as Merck & Co Inc.'s Vioxx, which the compa- 
ny pulled from the market Sept. 30 because it 
raised heart attack and stroke risk. 

‘The FDA is “keeping all options open" on 
Celebrex, including adding a strong warning 
about safety risks or asking Pfizer to limit con- 
sumer-directed advertising for the widely 
used painkiller, Crawford said. 

The agency could ask Pfizer to pull Cele- 
brex from the market. Pfizer said Friday it had 
mo plans to recall the drug. 

Crawford said the FDA would have more an- 
nouncements about Celebrex in the next few days. 

New concerns arose Friday after the National 
Institutes of Health halted a trial testing Cele- 
brex for cancer prevention, because the drug 


Princess Sayako 
defers engagement 
after royal’s death 


"TOKYO— Princess Sayako, the only daughter 
of Japan's Emperor Akihito and Empress 
Michiko, has postponed the announcement of 
her engagement due to the death Saturday of 
her great-aunt, a royal offical said. 

Ы The Imperial 
Household Agency 
had been planning for 
Sayako, 35, to later 
that day declare her 
intention to marry 39- 
yearold Tokyo city 
bureaucrat — Yoshiki 
Kuroda. 

Princess Takamat- 
su, the widow of the 
late Emperor Hirohi- 
to's younger brother 
Takamatsu, died aged 
92 early Saturday, an agency official said on 
condition of anonymity. 

Also known as Kikuko, Princess Takamatsu 
died of blood poisoning, NHK news agency re- 
ported. The granddaughter of Yoshinobu 
‘Tokugawa, Japan's last shogun or feudal lord, 
she had been in and out of the hospital since 
February. 

Princess Takamatsu had no children. Her 
husband died of lung cancer in 1987. 

Japanese media reported that she treated 
Sayako as though she was her own grand- 
daughter and had been especially looking for- 
ward to the engagement. 

Sayako and other members of the royal 
family went to the Takamatsu residence to 
pay their respects Saturday. 

The youngest of Akihito and Michiko's 
three children, Sayako will be the last to wed. 
It was not clear how long the engagement an- 
nouncement would be delayed. 

Sayako and Kuroda had initially planned to 
announce their engagement in November, but 
postponed it out of consideration for the vic- 
tims of a major earthquake that rocked north- 
ern Japan in October, 

Kuroda attended the elite Gakushuin 
school with Sayako's older brother, Prince Ak- 
ishino. Though Sayako has known Kuroda 
since childhood, the two only reportedly be- 
gan their courtship late last year. AP 
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Survey: Seniors 
in US support 
imedical marijuana 


| WASHINGTON—Neatly three-quarters of older 
| Americans support legalizing marijuana, for 
medical use, according to a poll conducted for 
the nation’s largest advocacy group for seniors. 

‘More than half of those questioned said they 
believe marijuana has medical benefits, while 
[a larger majority agreed the drug is addictive 

AARP with 35 million members, says it has 
no political position on medical marijuana 
| and that its local branches have not chosen 
' sides in the scores of state ballot initiatives оп 
the issue in recent elections. 

But with medical marijuana at the center of a 
Supreme Court case to be decided next year, and. 
nearly a dozen states with medical marijuana laws 
‘on their books, АЛАР decided to study the issue. 

... "The use of medical marijuana applies to many 
‘Sider Americans who may benefit from 
cannabis,” said Ed Dwyer, an editor at AARP The 
‘Magazine, which will discuss medical marijuana 
jh its March/April issue appearing in late January. 

Among the 1,706 adults polled in AARP's 

ı random telephone survey in November, opin- 

ions varied along regional and generational 

"ines and among the 30 percent of respondents 
who said they have smoked pot. AARP mem- 
bers represented 37 percent of respondents. 

Overall, 72 percent of respondents agreed 
"adults should be allowed to legally use mari- 
juana for medical purposes if a physician rec- 
‘ommends it." Those in the Northeast (79 per- 

1 cent) and West (B2 percent) were more recep- 
tive to the idea than in the Midwest (67 per- 
cent) and Southwest (65 percent). In Southern 
states, 70 percent agreed with the statement. 

Though 69 percent of those age 70 and older 
said they support legal medical marijuana use, 
less than half agreed it has medical benefits. Sev- 
епу percent of respondents age 45-49 said they 
believe in the medical benefits of pot, as did 59 
percent of those in the 50-69 age group. АР 


more than doubled heart attack risk compared 
with placebo. Patients inthe trial took Celebrex 
for 33 months on average, the FDA said. 

The NIH said it was reviewing all govern- 
ment grants for studying Celebrex and other 
COX-2 inhibitors. 

Tf doctors do consider Celebrex appropriate 
for certain patients, they should prescribe the 
lowest possible dose, FDA officials said. 

Celebrex and other COX-2 inhibitors 
were designed to relieve pain with a lower 
risk of life-threatening stomach bleeding 
than older, over-the-counter drugs. Cele- 
brex has been shown to cut the risk of stom- 
ach ulcers but has not been proven to re- 
duce the chances of serious gastrointestinal 
bleeding, said Dr. John Jenkins, head of the 
FDA's Office of New Drugs. 

The FDA has been under fire in recent 
months as being slow to respond to serious 
drug side effects, and the Celebrex news 
prompted more criticism. 

“Right now, we have a situation where the 
public is left wondering when the next shoe 
might drop when it comes to drug safety,” said 


E ry 


Di mapapatid 


Glebe 


Kababayan 


Senate finance committee chair Charles 
Grassley, an lowa Republican 

Gonsumer group Public Citizen said the 
FDA should remove Celebrex and Pfizer's oth- 
er COX-2 inhibitor, Bextra, from the market 
immediately. 

‘The House of Representatives energy and 
commerce committee sent a letter to Pfizer 
asking for documents related to Celebrex and 
Bextra. The letter said the committee was 
concerned about recent Pfizer statements re- 
garding the safety of Celebrex. 

Jenkins said the government had acted 
properly in its oversight of Celebrex. Pre-ap- 
proval reviews are not designed to catch all 

ide effects, making post-approval monitor- 

ing important, he said. No earlier studies 
had suggested a significant heart risk with 
Celebrex, Jenkins said. 

“I don't see this as a failure of the system. 
This is how drug development, drug ap- 
prova and post-marketing monitoring is 
done, not only in the United States but in all 
other countries who have a regulatory sys- 
tem,” Jenkins said. Reuters 
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Pfizer reaction 


NEW YORK—Pfizer Inc. said it received new 
information Friday night about the cardiovas- 
cular safety of its COX-2 inhibitor Celebrex 
(celecoxib) on an analysis of two long-term 
cancer trials. 

‘As reported to Pfizer by the Data Safety 
and Monitoring Board, one of the studies 
(the APC cancer trial) demonstrated an in- 
creased cardiovascular risk over placebo, 
while the other trial (the PreSAP cancer tri- 
al) revealed no greater cardiovascular risk 
than placebo. 

"These clinical trial results are new. The 
cardiovascular findings in one of the studies 
(АРС) are unexpected and not consistent 
with the reported findings in the second 
study (PreSAP)," said Hank McKinnell, Pfizer 
chair and chief executive officer. 

“Pfizer is taking immediate new informa- 
tion to regulators, physicians and patients 
around the world,” said McKinnell 
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THE 
WORLD 
ATHER 
FEET 
Miss World 
Maria Julia 
Mantilla of 
Peru poses 
forthe 
media 
duringa 
press 
conference 
in Lima, 
Dec. 17. 
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Mantilla was 


crowned 
Miss World 
2004in 
Sanya, on 
China's 
tropical 
island of 
Hainan, on 
Dec.4. 
tamus 


BUENOS AIRES—Europe and the 
United States reached a compromise 
late Friday at the UN climate change 
conference on future efforts to re- 
duce harmful greenhouse gases, ac- 
cording to a draft text of the deal ob- 
tained by AFP 

The two sides have been at logger- 
heads for two weeks on convening in- 
formal meetings to discuss what must 
be done once the Kyoto protocol ex- 
pires. 

The European Union wanted several 
informal meetings over the next year on 
strengthening the international fight 
against climate change. 

‘The United States insisted on a sin- 
gle meeting at which participants 
would only exchange information on 
the environment policies of different 
countries. 

The compromise struck Friday calls 
for a single meeting, in May 2005, as 
the United States had wanted. 
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But, in keeping with European 
wishes, the meeting will last several 
days, and the future of climate 
change negotiations will be up for 
discussion. 

The meeting will "promote an in- 
formal exchange of information" on 
actions related to cutting harmful 
emissions and adapting to climate 
change, according to the draft text of 
the deal. 

The goal will be to assist countries to 
‘continue to develop effective and ap 
propriate responses to climate chan; 
the text said. 

Participants will also discuss “poli- 
cies and measures adopted by their re- 
spective governments in support of im- 
plementation of their existing commit- 
ments under the UNFCCC and the Ky- 
oto Protocol.’ 

The reference is to two UN climate 
treaties, the 1992 United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 


HR 


a: 


Change, to which the United States is 
a party, and the 1997 Kyoto pact, 
which the United States has refused tp 


ratify. 


Saudi Arabia's representatives were 
holding out on formal adoption of the 
compromise late Friday, the final day of 
a conference attended by representa- 
tives of 160 countries that kicked off on 


Dec. 6. 


The Saudis regularly block climate 

demanding compensa- 
tion for the progressive disappearance 
of their oil riches and the effort by in- 
dustrialized countries to reduce depen- 
dence on oil, a key source of carbon 


negotiations, 


dioxide. 


Official talks on measures to follow 
the Kyoto protocol, which goes into 
effect in February and runs until 
2012, are to start in November next 


year. 
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'US, EU cut deal on future climate talks 


output of six "greenhouse" gases, es- 
pecially carbon dioxide, by at least 
5.2 percent by 2012, compared with 
1990 levels. 

But scientists say that reductions of 
around 60 percent are urgently need- 
ed to avoid wreaking potentially 
catastrophic damage to the environ- 
ment. 

The Europeans see it as essential to 
get the United States and major emerg- 
ing economies such as China and India 
on board on a new agreement on reduc- 
ing greenhouse gases that would follow 
the Kyoto pact. 


percent of the world's greenhouse gas- 
es, has not shown much interest in ne- 
gotiations. 

Emerging industrial giants may be 
hesitant to sign on to international ef- 
fors to curb greenhouse gas emissions, 


their own economic growth, АЕР 


BOBBIE Jo Stinnettinan undated photo wf" 


Baby cut out 
of slain mom 
found alive 


KANSAS CITY, Mo.—A baby girl who was cut 
out of her murdered mother's womb and taken. 
from the crime scene was found alive on Friday 
in the possession ofa Kansas woman who police 
charged with kidnapping resulting in death. 

The motive for the bizarre crime remained 
unknown, investigators said, though local 
media in Kansas City reported that the al- 
leged kidnapper had suffered a miscarriage 

"Todd Graves, the US Attorney in Kansas City, 
Missouri, released an affidavit detailing how 
computer sleuthing by FBI agents tracked 
down the baby to the town of Melvern in east- 
ern Kansas where she was found in apparently 
healthy condition at the home of Kevin and 
Lisa Montgomery. Lisa Montgomery, 36, was 
named in federal kidnap-murder charges, 
which carry the death penalty. 

‘Agents who made the arrest said Mont- 
gomery had told her husband that she had un- 
expectedly given birth. The couple has two 
older children but it was not clear from the 
document if she was also their mother. 

"The baby was located about 24 hours after 
the murder of Bobbie Stinnett, 23, who was 
eight months pregnant, Her body was found 
by her mother at her home in the town of 
Skidmore in rural northwest Missouri on 
Thursday afternoon. 

The victim's mother told police she thought 
her daughter's stomach had “exploded.” ac- 
cording to the affidavit. 

Investigators said they found a lateral cut 
and no fetus. 

The victim bred and sold rat terrier dogs 
and had been in communication on her 
computer with someone who asked for di- 
rections to her home to make a purchase, 
the affidavit said. Reuters 


Bosnia Serb PM 
resigns, rejects 
Western pressure 


BANJA ШКА, Bosnia Bosnian Serb Prime Min- 
ister Dragan Mikerevie stepped down on Friday, 
refusing to enact police and army reforms de- 
manded by top peace overseer Paddy Ashdown. 

The surprise move followed Ashdown's dis- 
missal of nine Bosnian Serb officials on Thurs- 
day, and a simultaneous United States travel 
ban on Mikerevic's party. Both measures were 
penalties for the Serbs' failure to arrest war 
crimes suspects. 

"I am not ready to accept and implement 
threats and ultimiatums of the Hgh Representa- 
tive (Ashdown)... gravely breaching the con- 
stitution," Mikerevic told a news conference. 

His resignation can be rejected by Presi- 
dent Dragan Cavic. 

‘Ashdown has wide-ranging powers under 
the 1995 Dayton peace agreement which end- 
ed the Bosnian war but divided Bosnia artifi- 
cially into rwo, a source of grief ever since, 

"The Serbs this week again refused to create 
a unified police force that would have merged 
their interior ministry with that of the Mus 
lim-Croat half of Bosnia—a defiant stand Ash- 
down says is just another piece of deliberate 
obstruction. Reuters 
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Half-cocked 


Г: POLITICS as in ordinary life, compromise is ће 


necessary art. But there are compromises that push 
people farther apart, rather than bring them closer 
together; concessions that give insult, rather than ap- 


UI Nau TA TS The President's appointing power 


cio Bunye—that it was the “sense” of Malacaiiang to hon- 


or Fernando Poe Jr. with a National Artist award ora buri 
al at the Libingan ng mga Bayani, is 
EDITORIALS one such unhappy compromise. 

We have a phrase for that kind of 
concession: consuelo de bobo, or an idiot's recompense. 
The whole idea is transparently an attempt to appease 
Poe's supporters, who still feel angry over what they see 
as massive cheating at the May polls. It is self-evidently a 


sop, to contain public discontent. 


But it has done no such thing. Instead, it has led to the 
exact opposite, raising discontent to an ugly pitch. The 
public unease has affected not only those who mourn 
Poe's passing, but even those who do not necessarily re- 
gard Poe as the champion of the masses. Poe's loyalists 
see Malacafiang’s gesture as insincere and political, and 
therefore demeaning to themselves and their idol. Others 
see in the rush to judgment a cheapening of the honors, a 


lowering of the standards. 


What were the President's men thinking? 

Either some people close to President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo panicked and sought an immediate solution to what 
they defined as a problem of appeasement. Or the same 
gang who couldn't shoot straight, the same people behind 
the Presidents bungled appointments or botched an- 
nouncements, rushed in, half-cocked, yet again. 

‘The reaction from those closest to Poe should have 


brought the trial balloon crashing down. 


"Why only now? It should have been made long ago,” 
said Conrad Poe, the actors brother, referring to the Na- 
tional Artist award. He also rejected the offer to bury Poe 
in the national heroes’ memorial, saying the plan was to 
bury his brother in the family plot at the North Cemetery 


in Manila. 


The spokesman for the Poe presidential campaign also 
cautioned the Palace against politicizing Poe's death. 
“Don't ride on the wake, don't mix it with politics,” House 
Minority Leader Francis Escudero told reporters. 


Half-mast 


UT whether by accident or design, Malacafang 
continues to offer the poisoned fruit. Presidential 
Adviser on Culture Cecile Guidote-Alvarez has 

confidently announced that the late actor would be con- 
ferred the Presidential Medal of Merit tomorrow, creating 
the legal basis for an order to lower the flag to half-staff 


on Wednesday, the day of his burial. 


“By virtue of this award, once it is given and accepted, 
there is therefore the honor of а half-mast. Ang luksang 
sambayanan ay magaganap sa [The day of national 
mourning will take place on the] day of the funeral. That 


is part of this award.” 


‘The proposal to have the flag lowered to half-staff was 
first raised in the House by neophyte Rep. Teofisto Guingo- 
na Ш of Bukidnon. In no small measure, the young Guing- 
опа owed his victory to Poe's decision naming him the offi- 
cial opposition candidate in a rather crowded field (which 
included, among others, a long-time opposition candidate 
running under deposed President Joseph Estrada's party). 
So perhaps in an excess of gratitude, Guingona argued 
that the lowering of the flag to half-staff was a “gesture of 
unity with the family in this period of mourning, 

He was joined by a senior oppositionist. Sen. Edgardo 
Angara, the man widely perceived to have played a deci- 
sive role in convincing Poe to run, said Poe deserved the 
honor because he had stood out in his field. 

“Their position is easy to understand; they are mourning 
the loss of their leader, and in such a frame of mind no 
honor is too great for the fallen. But their view must be 
tempered by the requisites of law and the greater good of 


the public. 


Alvarez et al. may be working overtime to provide the 
President with the legal basis, but the award they have in 
mind may not only be conferred; it must also be accepted. 
If the still-angry widow Susan Roces rejects it, where will 


that leave us? 


SO soon after his re-election, President George =e 


W. Bush has again committed another political 
blunder. He nominated a close supporter for 
the position of Secretary of Homeland Security 
who later embarrassed him with a serious con- 
fession. Bernard Keric withdrew his name be- 
cause he had not disclosed that a foreign do- 
mestic employee of his had illegally entered 
the country. 

A similar mistake embarrassed President 
Bill Clinton during his first term, an indiscre- 
tion that should have warned President Bush 
later to be more careful with his own appoint- 
ments. His error was a second mistake and 
could have been avoided with more prudence. 
Dubya did not take the necessary precautions 
to check the credentials of Keric but assumed 
that his friend was qualified to be a member of 
his Cabinet. What made it worse was that Ker- 
ics responsibility was to be homeland security. 

ifthe presidents advisers had looked closer 
into the man's record, they would have been 
less approving. It was reported that Keric had, 
as chief of the department of corrections in 
New York City, spent $30,000 of the Police 
Foundation funds to order 30 busts of his, nev- 
er distributed, though, probably because of 
public criticism. A civil suit was filed against 
him for forcing his staff to work for the Repub- 
lican candidates on pain of disciplinary action 
for non-compliance; the case was settled with 
the plaintiff receiving $300,000 in damages 
anda promotion. There were also suspicions of 
Keric's Mafia ties. 

Keric's best recommendation must have 
been the active role he played in campaigning 
Tor Bush during the last election. Even former 
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani of New York was en- 
thusiastic in endorsing their fellow Republican 
‘who, they should have known, was not spank- 
ing clean. They would have been discomfited 
with the nominee's rejection by the US Senate, 
which performs the confirmation function 


THE STORY is told about a wife who boasted: 
"My husband and 1 have such a peaceful life. 
We never have any arguments. Whenever Lam 
right, he gives in." "What about when he is 
right?" someone asked her. "Oh, that never 
happens" was her quick reply. 

Joseph was a good man who gave in big, 
and who gave in a lot to God. The Gospel to- 
day (Mt. 1, 18-24) describes him as an “up- 
right man.” Itake that to mean that he was a 
righteous man to someone “up there.” He 
was obedient to God's will. God's agenda in 
his life was bigger than his own life agenda. 
Is there a space for God's agenda in your 
life? Is He in your agenda at all? 

How were you bom? Most of us were born 
and grew up in a home where the father and 
the mother fell in love, got married and raised 
children. But there are children born in diffi 
cult situations, with questionable back- 
grounds, and even under shameful circum- 
stances. If it is of any consolation, the Savior 
was born in a similar situation. It was a simple 
case of teenage pregnancy, father unknown. 
Next time you start looking down on a child 
with a “doubtful background," please be more 
kind. Lean not on pride and self-righteousness 
but on compassion and understanding. 

Have you ever wondered why there are 
very few pictures of Joseph in stampitas? 
‘There are plenty of pictures showing Jesus 
by his lonesome, or Mary alone, or Jesus 
and Mary together. You know why? That's 
because Joseph is the one taking the pic- 
tures! Levity aside, we honor Joseph, a good 
man, who was obedient to God, considerate 
of Mary and her situation and protective of 
Jesus. He must have been a man of few 
words. In fact, we do not have any record of 
anything he said in the Bible, But He must 
have been a person with a big heart. Yes, 
they say little who love much. Those who 


SEPARATE 
OPINION 


Isagani А. Cruz 


here exercised by our Commission on Appoint- 
ments. The Democrats would have gleefully 
pounced on this opportunity to get back at 
Bush for trouncing their party's candidate last 
month. 

A similar improvidence has marked some of 
our own President Macapagal-Arroyo's ap- 
pointments, but they have not met with much 
public disapproval. When former Sen. Ramon 
Revilla was appointed chair of the Public Es- 
tates Authority (now the Philippine Reclama 
Чоп Authority), the act was questioned briefly 
but was soon accepted and forgotten. The ap- 
pointment was regarded as another capricious 
decision of the president to express her grati- 
tude for the political largesse of a legislator 
who did precious little during his two terms in 
the Senate, besides his lack of qualifications 
for his new office. Some say he was also too old 
for the job. His claim that he has fathered some 
80 children, the majority of them illegitimare, 
must have been counted in his favor. 

Another appointment originally received 
with much skepticism was of former Rep. 
Joseph Durano, who now holds the position of 
tourism secretary. He has no known talents or 
experience for the office, but his name was 
speedily approved by his former colleagues in 
the Commission on Appointments. It is gener- 
ally believed that Durano has been rewarded 
for his strong electoral support for Gloria in 
Cebu, where she won a landslide victory. This 
was another proof that the appointing power is 
often exercised by the president, and not nec- 
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love don't have to say much. 

Fernando Poe Jr. was a good man, with a big 
heart. The spontaneous outpouring of love and 
respect from the many simple people he 
helped, and che sincere appreciation of people 
whose lives he touched, are a testament to the 
kind of person that he was, and the quality of 
life he lived. A lot of the rich and powerful, the 
so called “intelligentsia” looked down with dis- 
dain on this actor who is a high school drop- 
out, He was branded as intellectually incompe- 
tent and morally inadequate to lead our na- 
tion. He was used, cheated, betrayed, but he 
whom the builders rejected has become а cor- 
nerstone. Cornerstone of what? Abangan ang 
susunod na kabanata! 

A good man with a big heart. That is how 
РР] will be remembered by many Filipinos. 
How will you be remembered? Someone 
who had a big mouth? A big head? A big 
pocket? A big belly? Ete? And how many 
will remember you, if at all, after you are 
gone? Don't belittle the heart. It is the 
source of true life, and true love, and true 
leaders. 

Susan Roces, the widow of FPJ, is a picture 
of peace, strength, and grace. She has a way 
with words. When she talks, people listen. 
Why? Because she speaks her truth—to bor- 
row the words from “Desiderata’—“quietly 
and clearly" 


On hindsight, FPJ's campaign sign was 


essarily the incumbent Gloria alone, to thank 
loyal political supporters. Even President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt appointed Joseph 
Kennedy QFKs father and a failed politician 
with Nazi sympathies) ambassador to the 
Court of St. James for his campaign contribu- 
tions. 

‘There are probably other appointments ex- 
tended by President Arroyo in favor of persons 
with doubtful credentials except only party af- 
filiation and loyalty to her. That is to be expect- 
ed because she is a political creature whose 
stamina as a public leader depends on popular. 
support. This is both the strength and the 
weakness of democracy. In an authoritarian 
regime, the despot does not care what the рео: 
ple think of the appointments he makes, al- 
most always for his own interests and not the 
publics. In the real democracy, only the best 
candidates are appointed after careful scrutiny 
of their qualifications, including their moral - 
character, for the positions to be entrusted to 
them. 

Under the Constiturion, appointments to 
certain important offices are subject to the 
confirmation of the Commission on Appoint- 
ments, but its decisions are often dictated by, 
political considerations, including respect for 
ог even fear of the president. It is seldom that 
his choices are rejected. In the United States, 
even nominees to the federal Supreme Court 
with exceptional endowments have been de- 
nied confirmation by a highly selective Senate. 

То de-politicize the judiciary, its members 
from the Supreme Court down to the lowest 
level no longer need the confirmation of the 
Commission on Appointments. Their appoint- 
ment requires only a previous nomination by 
the Judicial and Bar Council, which, as 1 have 
observed earlier in chis column, is not a really 
independent body The presidents political in- 
fluence over its regular and appointive mem- 
bersis often, ifnot always, irresistible. 


the forefinger pointing upwards, a re- 
minder that we are one nation, in need of 
help and redemption by someone up there. 
In death, his mission is accomplished al- 
ready, but when a grain of wheat falls and 
dies, it will bear much fruit. 

‘The death and the wake of FPJ should not. 
distract. Rather, it should lead us straight to 
the heart of Christmas. The first Christmas 
wasn'ta cozy, "nice-nice" kind of a night. It was 
a night of poverty, blood, sweat, tears and even: 
stench. Christmas should lift us up with hope, 
but it should also bring us down to the reality 
of the suffering around us. Our country does 
not only need healing. It also needs deliver 
ance from selfish politicians and greedy gov- 
ernment leaders. 

By the way, the thiee kings, they who 
were rich, intelligent and powerful, were 
able to find Jesus and experience true re- 
demption. You know why? Because they 
followed the star. If only we follow the 
star... 


wish you all a peaceful, meaningful Christ- 
mas. Also, I wish you all a Christmas experi- 
ence so беер and powerful to disturb your 
comfort zones and make you kneel down be- 
fore the Baby Jesus and in awe ask, “Dear Je- 
sus, what is it that you ask of me? What is your 
mission for me? Are there still many Christ- 
mases ahead of me?" 

Please look into your heart this Christ- 
mas, and there you will find Him, Please 
give your heart this Christmas, and there 
you will feel Him. Please open your heart 
this Christmas, and there you will embrace 
Him. Have a hearty Christmas! 

A moment with the Lord: 

Lord, remind me that the heart of Christmas 
is the heart. Amen. 

n . 
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LAST Tuesday, Dec. 14, family and friends of 
the late Foreign Affairs Secretary Blas Fajardo 
Ople gathered at the Libingan ng mga Bayani 
in Fort Bonifacio to mark his first death an- 
niversary. After the memorial services, а book 
containing anecdotes and vignettes about Ka 
Blas, written by his associates and admirers, 
‘was distributed to a small group that attended 
the ceremony. I was not personally close to 
him but I decided to put down a few of my 
thoughts about the man. 

was a young air force captain when I first met 
Blas Ople. Australian Prime Minister Gough 
Whitlam was in town, one of the first of several 
heads of government to visit the Philippines after 
the imposition of “constitutional authoritarian- 
ism" by the late President Ferdinand Marcos. 1 
was assigned to Whitlam's entourage, making 
sure his schedule was not disrupted in any way. 
We were at the residence of the Australian ambas- 
sador—and I was standing aside as the visiting 
prime minister was being introduced to members 
of the Australian community—when a Filipino 
approached me. He had a drink in one hand and 
was listing heavily to portside. Staring at my 
name plate, he asked in a loud, booming voice, 
“Anak ka ba ni Modesto (Are you a son of 
Modesto)?" I replied affirmatively and he added, 
“Kaibigan ko ang tatay mo (Tm a friend of your fa- 
the.” End of conversation. I later found out that 
he was Labor Secretary Blas Ople. 

‘Through the years, always from a distance, 1 
came to admire his mastery of the English lan- 
guage, written as well as spoken. And as | learned 
more about him, I realized that in many ways, my- 
fathers life and his bore striking similarities. 
"They were both high school graduates with little 
of no formal university education, My father fin- 
ished at UP High, one of its first graduates, and 
started a career in journalism as a cub reporter for 
the Manila Daily Bulletin. Ople was also a former 
journalist who worked as a deskman and colum- 
nist for several publications. In public office, they 
both fathered government programs which to 


WHEN my husband woke me up to tell me about 
the fire in the home of Speaker Joe and Gina de 
Venecia, and how their daughter KC had died as a 
reri de fes thing sal was: "What?! The little 
P 

My children wondered whom 1 was talking 
about. "Mom," they said, "she was 161” Yes, KC 
was indeed a young lady when she perished in 
the fire, but in my mind she was always the litle 
girl whom Manay Gina would summon, together 
“with her older brother Christopher, to be intro- 
duced to guests. The Christmas cards the De 
Venecias would send out each year would chroni- 
cle the amazing consequences of time's passing in 
their family, and most families. While Joe and Gi- 
ma seemed hardly to age, Christopher and KC 
quickly, too quickly, left their childhood behind. 
Perhaps its every parent's defense mechanism: to 
keep children forever children in our minds and 
imaginations, even as we behold the undisputed 
proof of their maturi 

_ won't pretend to have known KC well, for all 
diê time we shared were fleeting encounters in 
thelr Dasmariñas Village home and one memo- 
rable road trip to Dagupan to celebrate the elec- 
tior of President Fidel Ramos, our kabaleyan. But, 
dropping by KC's wake at Santuario de San Anto- 
nio, Isaw a wealth of evidence of the kind of young 
woman she had been. Friends from the Interna- 
tional School and Colegio San Agustin put togeth- 
er.photo collages and bright-colored posters on 
KG: her favorite things, her favorite sayings, the 
good times she shared with her many friends. 

‘The marble urn containing her ashes nestled in 
а bower of roses and other blooms, surrounded 
by framed photos of KC and of her family. It was 
amazing how, in just a few hours and in what. 
must have been a state of deepest grief and bewil- 
derment, the young woman's family and friends 
managed to put together a tribute to KC that was 
both tasteful and calming. Even strangers, who 
hardly knew the De Venecias apart from Joe and. 
Gina's very publie personas, fe for them keenly: 
"There are no words to describe the pain of losing 
one's child, itis simply beyond imagining. 


BUT those who know the Speaker and his wife 


WHEN a man as popular and as deeply-loved as 
Fernando Poe Jr. dies, we can be sure that many 
will try to claim him as one of their own. But FPJ 
always knew where he belonged—with the masa. 
Da King is not dead; he lives in their conscious- 
ness. 

“He was their hero, their benefactor, their pro- 
teotor and friend. He gave them hope for a better. 
life, but above all, he showed them what a Fil- 
ipino in these times could be. Loyal, kind, brave 
and strong. 

Every society in every age projects a model of 
the national character. In Europe, it was the edu- 
cated aristocrat who lived for the arts. In Latin 
America, it was the cavalier, the gallant horseman 
who personified courtesy and nobility. In Japan, 
it was the warrior who lived by a strict code of 

ivalry In the Philippines, itis the quiet ordinary 
man who never bothers anyone, keeps his emo- 
tions in check in the face of provocation, but 
stands as a pillar of strength against abuse. 

FPJ portrayed that kind of man in the movies, 
even as he strove to live his life by that same ideal. 
He didn't talk much in his films or in real life. He 
preferred the casual conversation of his loyal 
buddies over the rituals of social gatherings. He 
avoided the limelight not out of snobbishness, 
but out of shyness. He put a distance between 
him and those who would peer into his private 
life. In a world rhat made it its business to report 
every detail of an actor's life, PPJ remained an in- 
tensely private person. Asan actor, he shunned all 
media interviews. He never promoted his own 
films. To solicit votes as a candidate and court 
media approval would have been, for him, the 
most arduous thing he had ever done. 

Individuals like him measure their worth not 
by the amount of money they have but by the fi- 
delity of their friends and followers. To the needy, 
they give not out of pity, but from a deep sense of 
duty. They expect nothing in return. Their power 
over their men is not based on acquired or inher- 
ited rights but on the grace of their charisma, 


this day have contributed immensely to the eco- 
nomic well-being of the nation. Modesto Farolan 
earned for himself the title, “Father of Philippine 
Tourism” in recognition of his efforts and accom- 
plishments in the development of the tourist in- 
dustry. Blas Ople would be remembered best as 
the father of the Overseas Filipino Workers 
(OFW) industry. As of today, the OFW program. 
has remitted some $6.9 billion to the country just. 
for the first 10 months of the current year. Much 
as we may wish to phase out this program be- 
cause of negative social implications, we have to 
bear in mind that without these remittances, our 
economy would definitely be in worse straits than 
itis now. My father was the first Filipino president 
of the International Union of Official Travel Orga- 
nizations QUOTO), the forerunner of the World 
Travel Organization. Blas Ople was the first Fil- 
ipino president ofthe International Labor Confer- 
ence in Geneva. 

Several years ago, Ka Blas invited me to lunch at 
the Diamond Hotel. He was just recovering from 
his stroke and so his movements were a bit slow. 
But the mind was as sharp as a razor and much of 
what he said remains with me to this day He spoke 
of the need for modernizing the armed forces, not- 
ing that our neighbors were busily but quietly 
rearming. We had lost most of our strategic rele- 
vance to the United States, and it was important to 
formulate new national security doctrines and de- 
velop our own capabilities no matter how modest. 
(I cannot help but be reminded that today, people 
are still wondering what really happened to the 
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and their children, along with their extended 
family, can gauge the depths of their sorrows. 
Along with her brother Christopher, KC is the 
fruit of a second chance at love and marriage 
of two people who, at their age at the time of 
their meeting, may have thought they had al- 
ready put such matters behind them. 

Both recovering from failed marriages, they 
met, as Gina tells it, in a restaurant while she 
was having lunch with a good friend whom 
Лу also knew. Brazenly, Speaker Joe had him- 

sf introduced to Gina, then invited himself to 
join them for lunch and the movie afterwards, 
although, as Gina recounted in a magazine ar- 
ticle, Joe slept through the film! 

Together, they built a blended family that in- 
cluded not just Christopher and KC and the 
children from their respective previous mar- 
riages, but also their clans and their associ- 
ates. In JDV's and Gina's case, "associates" 
covers a wide universe, indeed. For if as a cou- 
ple they enjoyed a singular gift, it was the gift 
of friendship and hospitality, opening the 
doors of their Dasmarifias home to all comers. 
These could number in the hundreds and thou- 
sands when JDV's political sun is at its zenith, 
then dwindle to a small corps of friends and 
supporters when he suffers a downturn. 

But if they ever felt the sting of disloyalty 
and betrayal, or were ever crestfallen at the 
downturns of Joe's political fortunes, they 
showed no signs of it. Joe is a consummate 
politician and his resilience is easy to explain. 
But how to explain Manay Gina's skills at this 
most difficult of callings, standing by her hus- 
band’s side while carving out her own public 
space? 


The immortal ЕР} 
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‘Though they are leaders of men, it is cama- 
raderie they seek more than sheer power. They 
themselves avoid being beholden to the wealthy 
and powerful, though the latter may often seek 
their friendship. Respect is the tribute the power- 
ful pay to such natural leaders. 

"These are not feudal lords; they are rather the 
present counterpart of our pre-hispanic tribal 
leaders. They eat and drink with their men. They 
fight the same battles, share the same jokes and 
sing the same songs. They wear the same clothes, 
eat the same food and wipe their faces with the 
same cheap towels permanently slung over their 
necks, But the hierarchy is inviolable and it is af- 
firmed by the ultimate responsibility the leader 
takes for the actions of all his men. 

So immense is this responsibility that the leader 
instinctively thinks first of the welfare of his men 
before he would ask them to do anything for him. 
Wisdom overrides pride. Restraint is the rule. For 
the leader is aware of the high cost of impulse. 

‘The responsibility comes with the territory 
FPJ's charismatic authority extended beyond his 
studio. He was the entire movie industry's leader, 
a role he shared with his bosom buddy and fellow 
actor, Joseph "Erap Estrada. These two men 
were passionately protective of the industry and 
knew its vital role in the lives of the ordinary peo- 
ple who watched their movies. They felt answer- 
able to them. 

FPJ and Erap were a category by themselves. By 
the time they migrated to the world of politics, 
their stature in the eyes of the masa had gone be- 


proceeds of the sale of Fort Bonifacio. By law, these 
were supposed to have been deposited in a trust 
fund for the AFP modernization program.) Just as 
we were saying our goodbyes, he presented me 
with a copy of his book “Global But Parochial,” a 
collection of papers and speeches on foreign poli- 
cy It was the equivalent of a mini-course on Philip- 
pine foreign policy issues. I would have wanted to 
spend more time with him, 

Many consider the OFW program as Ople's 
greatest legacy to the nation. While this may be 
true, I also feel that his other gift in the field of 
human resource development is just as impor- 
tant. His record in nurturing and developing fu- 
ture leaders of our country is unparalleled. Just. 
as Rafael Salas had a knack for selecting young 
men and women and providing them with oppor- 
tunities for public service, Blas Ople was skilled 
in spotting raw talents, enriching their experi- 
ence and allowing them to grow and develop into 
leaders in their own right. Just to mention a few, 
we have Pat Sto. Tomas, Benny Laguesma, Regal- 
ado Maambong, Jose Brilliantes, Nieves Confe- 
sor, Ruben Torres. Their common denominator 
жаза poor boy out of Hagonoy, Bulacan who rose 
to become secretary of labor, Senate president 
and secretary of foreign affa 

Inhis farewell speech as the president of the 
60th Session of the ILO conference in Geneva 
in 1975, Ople started off with the following 
lines: "Almost any valedictory has to be a 
poignant moment. Most of us here as leaders 
of governments, workers and employers are 
trained, almost as second nature, to despise 
sentiment as weakness. But the saying of 
farewells to friend permits us the indulgence 
of feeling delightfully and incurably human 
again. For a moment, I hope there are no 
longer any adversaries left standing in the 
field, always poised for a point of order and 
that there are only friends remaining.” We 
shall miss him. 


PART of the explanation lies in her upbringing, in 
the belly of the show-biz beast, as one of the 
daughters of “Doc” Perez and Mama Nena Vera 
Perez of Sampaguita Pictures, the pre-eminent 
star builder and major film studio that had its 
heyday in the 1950s up to the 1970s. It was no big 
thing for her, Gina once recalled, to wake up and 
find Gloria Romero or Susan Roces asleep beside 
her, since her father would rather pur up his fe- 
male stars in his home than risk their safety when 
they had to go home late at night. 

"This is nothing to me,” she remarked, when I 
observed how difficult it must be to be married to 
a politician and find your home filled with 
strangers so early in the morning. “In our home, 
we got used to dealing with actors, crew mem- 
bers and fans all hours of the day.” 

Ever the producer's daughter, Manay Gina also 
hasa "nose" for public fortunes, be it in politics or 
show business. Her predictions about the future 
of personages attempting public careers often 
prove uncannily accurate, though sadly not accu- 
Tate enough when it came to her own husband's 
presidential ambitions. 

But it is not all politics with Gina. Asked why 

she chose to so publicly and wholeheartedly em- 
brace the cause of Melissa Mercado Martel, who 
is suing her husband Robbie for attempted parri- 
cide, she said simply: "Because 1 have known 
Melissa since she was a baby, and because no 
woman deserves to be battered by her hus- 
band.” 
TO GINA and Joe, there are simply no words 
we can offer to ease your pain or heal your 
hurt. All that those who care for you can do at 
this point is to pray that God grant you the 
grace of reconciliation and acceptance, at a 
time when you will need it most. 

Right now, you are surrounded by a multi- 
tude of mourners, stunned by the sudden turn 
of fate and wishing comfort as much for them- 
selves as for you. But the time will come when 
you must confront the reality of KC's absence 
from your lives in silence and in private. Our 
prayers fly to you for strength at that moment. 


yond the movie roles they played. This was espe- 
cially true of FPJ, whose distance and reserve in re- 
al life closely paralleled the traits he personified in 
flm. The mystique of FPJ was larger than Eraps. 
He evoked awe where Erap elicited comradeship. 
The masa loved Erap, but they revered FPJ. 

FPJ was too pure for politics, His charisma 
clashed with the requirements of political bardes. 
‘There was a real danger that politics could dissolve 
the very things that the masa valued in him—his re- 
moteness from all ambition, his disdain for power, 
his decency and his independence. The political 
arena forced him to articulate his ambition, to ex- 
plain his quest for power, and to risk his integrity 
and independence by the alliances he had to make. 
He was already king in the hearts of the masa, Peo- 
ple who admired him asked why in heaven's name, 
did he aspire to be a mere politician. 

His charisma was his weapon, but it was also 
his vulnerability. From day one, the enemy's ar- 
tillery was aimed at demystifying him. They ques- 
tioned his citizenship, they dug up his private Ме 
in order to cast doubt on his integrity and most of 
all, they belittled his intelligence by pointing out 
his limited formal schooling. Through all this, he 
kept quier, staunchly refusing to retaliate in kind. 
‘The media mocked his reticence and equated it 
with ignorance. 

Even as Congress was locked in a highly dis- 
puted canvass, he remained a responsible leader 
till the end, carefully skirting the dangerous path 
to demagoguery. He kept the flames under such a 
tight lid that his opponents thought he had no fire 
in the belly when he refused to lead his support- 
ers into the streets. How badly they misread him! 

In death, FPJ has finally prevailed. As presi- 
dent of this country, he would have governed for 
at most six years. Part of him would have died 
during that period. But now he lives forever in the 
memory of the masa to whom he will always be 
the kind of human being they want him to be. 


Comments to davidinquirer@yahoo.com 
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SIX days to go and it’s Christmas. 

Depending on your outlook in life, regardless of age, the 
second most important event in Christendom (the first be- 
ааа stressful 

гу. 

The holiday trimmings and Christmas carols being 
played by radio stations cannot hide the fact that times are 
hard, For those who are not financially challenged, the 
money squeeze is 
manageable; those 
who are notas fortu- 
nate have no choice 
but to bite the bul- 
let. 

As if the financial 
worries were not enough, the country was hit recently by 
two typhoons that killed hundreds, injured many more and 
destroyed properties worth millions of pesos. 

With the recent calamities, many are having reservations 
about celebrating the holidays. Ies difficult to be in a party- 
ing mood when thousands of our countrymen in Southern 
Luzon are homeless and dependent on the generosity of oth- 
ers for survival, 

Their sad plight had been brought to our living rooms by 
radio and TV reports. Only the callous will not be moved by 
the sight of dead bodies, starving children and collapsed 
houses. The vietims are paying dearly for unabated logging 
activities in their communities. 

Natural calamities are unavoidable, but when they hap- 
pen close to Christmas, the pain they bring seems to be deep- 
ex. The loss of a family member, friend or loved one has a 
stronger emotional impact at this time of the year. 

Purpose 

But life has to go on after the dead have been mourned 
and buried. The victims have to rebuild their homes, rehabil- 
itate their lives and prepare for the challenges ahead. They 
cannot stay forever in the evacuation centers or rely on doles 
fortheir continued existence. 

Those of us who were spared the typhoons’ destructive ef- 
fects can only thank the Almighty for our good fortune. Had 
the storms hit the urban areas with the same fury, the death 
and destruction toll would have been higher. Only God 
knows why the people of Infanta, Real, General Nakar and 
other towns in Aurora and Quezon had to suffer the brunt of 
the weather phenomena. 

If we can have our way, we probably would have wished 
that the storms descended instead on corrupt government 
officials, drug lords, greedy businessmen and other dregs of 
our society. The country will be better off with them burning 
in the hottest part of hell 

‘There must be a reason for the death and destruction 
caused by the recent typhoons. Things do not happen in a 
vacuum. Perhaps, Mother Nature couldn't take any more the 
rape of its bowels, so it sent hundreds of logs and tons of wa- 
ter down the mountains to send a strong message about the 
urgency of forest conservation. The sad thing is, the innocent. 
ones—not the parties responsible— paid with their lives and 
properties for that sin. 

For all its adverse consequences, the tragedy has a bright 
spot: it engendered a spirit of sharing and cooperation 
among our people. Within hours from the media's reports on 
the extent of the death and destruction, food, water, clothing 
and cash donations poured in. Hundreds of volunteers 
helped sort out the donations so they can be sent quickly to 
the distressed areas. 


COMMENTARY 


Raul]. Palabrica 


Concern. 

Considering the tight money situation and spending de- 
mands of the season, it would not have come as a surprise if 
peo," eld back or were less generous in extending assis- 
tance to the typhoon victims, The solicitation for contribu- 
tions for various causes is always at its peak at this time of 
the year. The spirit of the season supposedly encourages peo- 
ple to share their blessings with the less fortunate. 

And yet the donations came in volumes. ABS-CBN and 
GMA-7 showed footage of their warehouses filled with do- 
nated sacks of rice, bottled water, clothes and other materi- 
als being prepared for delivery to the affected areas. The two 
TV networks “competed” to bring relief goods to the stricken 
areas as soon as possible. 

“The other media outlets conducted a similar campaign for 
contributions from the public. Churches asked their parish- 
ioners for cash donations. Civic organizations encouraged 
their members to share their resources with the typhoon vic- 
tims. 

The show of support was amazing. The private sector act- 
ей without any prodding from the government. Even gov- 
erment offices that are known for their extravagant activi 
ties did their share, They gave up their Christmas parties and 
donated the money earmarked for their merrymaking to the 
victims. 

Except for some politicians who tried to take advantage of 
the publicity value ofthe situation, there was a synergy of ef- 
forts between the government agencies assigned to the relief 
efforts and the citizens’ groups that volunteered to collect 
and sort out the donations. 

Hope 

Considering the death and destruction left by the ty- 
phoons in their wake, itis doubtful if the government would 
have been able to cope with the problem had the private sec- 
tor not pitched in immediately to help. 

As the holiday mood sets in, however, the possibility 
looms that the public's interest in the victims may slowly die 
down. The nifigas cogon attitude (the enthusiasm sinks as 
fast as it rises) is still prevalent among many Filipinos. For 
the past few days, except for the interruption caused by the 
death of actor Fernando Poe Jr, all eyes have been focused 
on the efforts to help the people of the affected areas get 
back on their feet. 

But for how long will this concern last? The publics atten- 
tion span is as fickle as the news that makes the headlines in 
the newspapers or evening TV news reports, The most that 
ап eventor controversy will be talked about is two weeks. Af- 
ter that, only those directly affected will be left to ponder on 
it. 

Remember the train that derailed in Padre Burgos, Que- 
zon, (yes, that's the same province that got a direct hit from 
the two recent typhoons) last Nov. 12 that resulted in the 
death of 12 people and injuries to many others? 

‘After the usual hue and cry over the accident died down, 
nothing was written or talked about it anymore. It was as if 
the derailment happened a long time ago, not last month; 
only the victims and their relatives are left to remember its 
pains and sorrows. 

Let's pray the typhoon victims do not suffer similar fate, 
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ing firms. 


President Macapagal-Arroyo said the Philippines could become the fifth biggest 
mining power in the world, noting that it is No. 3 in gold, No. 4 in copper, No. 5 in nick- 
el and No. 6 in chromite deposits. “We are poised for a strong economic takeoff,” she 


said. “We should not be poor.” 


The President said mining “can easily wipe out our foreign debts and yet leave more 
for future generations.” The mining sector has the potential of contributing P1.8 tril- 


HE SUPREME Court ruling that foreign mining companies can exploit the 
country’s mineral resources was received ecstatically by Malacafiang and min- 


lion yearly to the economy, according to her planning secretary. 


In reversing its ruling that the Financial or Technical Assistance Agreement-that a 


The ‘natural 
resource curse’ 
is upon us 

By Marvic M.V.E Leonen 


he small upland rural farmer does 
mot stand a chance against the in- 
terests of mining companies. She 

des not stand a chance because govern- 

ment, which now includes the majori 

the Süpreme Court, has chosen to view the. 

‘world from the eyes of mining companies. 

In La Bugal vs Western Mining Co. 
(WMC) and Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources (DENR), the ma- 
jority opinion chose to focus on the tra- 
vails of the mining firm determined not 
simply to turn some profit buta lot of it. t 
specifically stated that in their business 
bargain, government does not contribute. 
anything. It is the mining companies that 
take on all the risk since itis they that pro- 
vvide the financial capital. 

The small farmer does not stand a 
chance because a lot of the things she is 
concerned with cannot be valued in pesos 
ог dollars. Her contribution to make the 
soil productive, her desire not to make her 
family dependent on government, the hu- 
man relations that have evolved in her 
neighborhood, the culture of her people, 
and the relationship with their ecologies 
are not taken into account. They cannot be 
taken into account precisely because they 
do not have a peso value. They are valu- 
able because they have no peso value. 

Social disruption. 

Government, does nor consider this 
capital. Thus, only the mining investor 
takes risks. If it is not capital, then the as- 
sumption is that it should ‘not have as 
‘much importance as the interests of those 
with money. 

The need for investments take prece- 
dence over the lives of poor communities. 
The pain of social disruption, cultural dis- 
placement and ecological destruction are 
things chat, in our laws could be mitigat- 
ed. Our government fears the flight of in- 
vestors more than the displacement of 
poor powerless rural families. In the re- 
alpolitik of the politicians and burea 
стаз that dominate our government this 
makes sense. 

But not to the farmer who has to give 
up her land in order to be given the op- 
portunity to clean bunkhouses of the min- 
ing engineers that set up shop in her 
neighborhood. She wonders whether her 
family or her community's sacrifice is 
worth che benefits that the general public 
will enjoy She will forever wonder 
whether itis the public that will benefit or 
whether it is government or those in it 
that really gain 

Slower growth 

Ic is possible to read our Constitution 
differently. The world has turned many 
times since a specific kind of price theory 
or market equilibrium attracted the 
minds of leaders. 

Caution has been expressed by the likes 
of Jeffrey Sachs, a noted economist, who 
called attention to what is now known as 
the "natural resource curse,” i.e. that too 
much dependence on resource extraction 
would prevent a developing country from 
growing as fast as another developing 
country, which is not as dependent. 

А study on US counties (our equivalent 
to barangays) directly dependent on min- 
ing showed that apart from slower 
growth, the phenomenon of high wages 
but high unemployment persists in these 
local economies. Even the World Banks 
Extractive Industries Review has warned 
that developing countries must go slow 
un promoting mining. 

‘These findings are not simply matters 
of policy that should be debated in the 
halls of Congress. These are findings that 
put into question the premise chat laws 
should not be restrictive when foreign 
mining interests are not satisfied with 
them. These should give pause to those 
that make judicial decisions—at least 
‘enough for them to check their assump- 
«jons when reading a provision. 

For a country with many of our people 
living at the margins, surviving at the 
boundaries of what law provides, reality 
is more complex than the usual theories 
of price, market equilibrium and invest- 
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ment behavior. 

We continue to wager our lives and 
the lives of our children by taking in the 
simplicities provided only by one view 
of the world—that of supply and de- 
mand, that the more money that comes 
into our economy the greater the good 
that it does. 

Nature's logic is not that simplistic. We 
should ne «itf. “the next erosion or ty- 
phoon to fina cus out. 


(Leonen is associate professor at the College 
of Law of the University of the Philippines; 
lead counsel for indigenous peoples who 
filed the Supreme Court petition in La Bu- 
‘gal vs WMC and DENR; chair, Legal Rights 
and Natural Resources Center Inc.) 


Industry can help 


reduce poverty 
By Horacio C. Ramos 


he history of mining in rhe country. 
has led to less compassionate 
views about its contribution to de- 
velopment. However, using the legacy of 
past mining and today's standards as an 
argument to block new mine develop- 
ment is unreasonable. 

Whether one в an environmentalist. an 
ordinary citizen, a businessman, or a pro- 
ог anti-mining advocate, one only needs 
to look around to see how the products of 
mining are so pervasively entwined with 
our modern lives. 

Mining, just like any human activity, af- 
fects the environment. The challenge is to 
seek a balance berween the benefits and 
associated cosis. But non-development 
also carries costs. 

‘The importation of minerals and min 
eral products is an option but requires 4 
level of economic maturity the country 
has yet to uttain. 

Much has been written on the mineral 
potential of the country, valued between 
$800 billion and $1 trillion. Monetizing а 
mere fraction of that Ъ said to be more 
than enough to bail the country ош of the 
economie crisis. 

So, where lies the problem? 

Since 1995, the DENR and the 
and Geosciences Bureau have been imple- 
‘menting the Philippine Mining Act, a law 
founded on the principles of responsible. 
mining. It elaborates on the pro-people, 
pro-environment framework for the local 
industry that encourages the participa 
tion of stakeholders and equitable shar- 
ing of benefits. 

"The law contains far more stringent en 
vironmental and social safety nets lacking 
or absent in previous mining laws 
Among these are the Environmental Im- 
pact Assessment, the Environmental Pro- 
tection and Enhancement Program, the 
Environmental Work Program and the 
Mine Decommissioning Plan—all of 
‘which seek to ensure the protection and 

ation of the disturbed environ- 


ment and the health and safety of sur- 
rounding communities. 

Notwithstanding, there are issues 
hounding the industry. Marcopper, the 
entry of foreign investors, displacement 
of communities and further environmen- 
tal and social degradation are among the 
most repeated ones. 

Pastsins 

Yer, seemingly lost in the debate is how 
the industry has responded to changing 
expectations for and behavior toward 
mining. The industry has acknowledged 
its past sins and made progress in dealing 
with the impact of its operations. Barely 
noticed, or ignored, is the improvement 
in the industry's environmental and social 
performance, spearheaded, ironically, not 
only by local bur also by foreign investors 
in cement companies and mineral explo- 
ration firms. 

The mining industry has been, and will 
be, a global industry unless Filipinos 
vest hundreds of millions in the industry. 
‘The country has experienced the impact 
of a “Filipinized” mining indusay from 
the mid-70s to the pre-Mining Act period 
with depressing results. 

The industry was in a virtual standstill 
until the unprecedented policy declara- 
tion by President Macapagal-Arroyo in 
2003. The President's support triggered a 
prolonged period of multi-stakeholder 
consultations that culminated in the de- 
velopment of a Mineral Action Plan. It 
identified issues that should be given 
preferential attention by government to 
ensure that mining is undertaken in a re- 
sponsible, pro-people and pro-environ- 
ment manner. 

The Supreme Court decision upholding 
the constitutionality of certain provisions 
of the Mining Act will create new oppor- 
tunities. Given the impetus to grow, min- 
ing can contribute to poverty reduction in 
the countryside. 


(Ramos is a mining engineer by profession. 
His career started with the Mines and Geo- 
sciences Bureau in 1969 and he has since 
risen from the ranks.) 


‘We can’t please 
everybody’ 


By Tony W. Robbins 


he Arroyo administration wants а 

| sesponsible mining industry but 

the funds involved in projects such 

as the Tampacan Mines in South Corabato 

are not available locally. We need foreign 

funding for projects that may take up 
some $350 million to $500 million, 

‘The reversal of the Supreme Court rul- 
ing on the Philippine Mining Law gave 
foreign investors the go-signal ro bring 
the money to local partners so they can 
develop the property. We can now invest 
with confidence and move forward. 

‘A management team from Sagittarius 
Mines Inc., Indophil's foreign partner that 


2 У ini 


M 


took over the $1-billion Tampacan Mines, 
will be meeting this month and in January 
to come up with a program for the next 
two years. 

We will advance the preparation of the 
pre-feasibility study to see the quality of 
the minerals we have at the site. A thor- 
ough environmental assessment will be 
conducted to determine how the minerals 
could be best treated using a particular 
technology. The study would detail the 
waste disposal down to how the ore 
would be transported. 

Employment 

Everything will be carefully studied to 
make sure that everything is safe before 
we can commit to the operation of the 
mines. We want to do this as quickly as we 
can, but it will definitely take not less 
than rwo years to complete. 

‘After the pre-feasibility study, there 
will be a commitment to construct. So we 
will gradually increase our workforce. 

By next year alone, we will have 
about 200 employees more. Under the 
construction stage, we will have some 
3,000 to 4,000 employees. During the 
operating stage we will add another 
2,000. The employment that the mines 
will generate could cascade to their fam- 
ilies and relatives. 

Some 30 to 40 people like jeepney 
drivers, food providers and shopkeepers, 
who provide support services, will indi- 
rectly benefit from the project. 

Community approval 

The main municipality of Tampacan 
and the five barangays and five indige- 
nous communities are the main stake- 
holders in the project. They have given 
approval to the project. 

But itis obvious that we cannot please 
everybody. We are actually in a very diffi- 
cult situation here because people say if 
you try to help them you are buying their 
goodwill. Because we work in their area, 
we try to be responsible members of the 
local community. We need to work with 
them. We need the support of the people 
to move forward. 

The research we have done indicated 
that a large percentage of the area has 
very low income. People will benefit from 
better employment with the project in 
their midst. In all our discussions with the 
local people, we found that they wanted 
improvement in their education and 
health standards. 

We are currently assisting them with 
programs focused on education and 
health services. Since the company 
took over from Western Mining Corp. 
in 1999, we have continued its pro- 
jects though the mining operations 
had been put on hold. 

In areas where we previously drilled, 
we promote replanting and revegetation 
and some 30,000 to 40,000 seedlings 
have been in place. 
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Editor Juan V. Sarmiento Jr 


foreign company entered into with the government was unconstitutional, the high 
court took into account the huge economic cost of losing foreign investments. 

Protests by a community against mining will therefore be for naught as the Supreme 
Court has decided that mineral extraction involving foreign companies is “for the 
greater good of the greatest number.” Never mind that economic growth in the coun- 
try does not usually trickle down to the poor. 

Never mind that mining can damage the environment by carving out whole moun- 
tains and by polluting rivers and seas with tailings, although some mining firms claim 
that they plant trees. 

Never mind the “natural resource curse,” a situation in which a developing country too 
dependent on resource extraction does not grow as fast as the one that is not hooked on it. 


Mining causes so 
much destruction 
By Bishop Leonardo Y. Medroso DD 


n Dec. 2, television came out with 
О on-the-spot reports on the plight 

of people wallowing in mud as 
they struggled to reach safe dry land. It 
was a tragic sight. 

Lives, hundreds of them, were lost due 
tolandslides and mudflows. All the blame 
was placed on logging. Yet, the pictures 
were ironic because below were a caption 
of the Supreme Court ruling, which up- 
holds the constitutionality of the Finan- 
cial or Technical Assistance Agreement 
(FTAA) of a certain mining firm. 

Seemingly, nothing was wrong with it, 
but the signal was sent: logging is the cause. 
of floods and muidflows, mining is not. 

Yet, the people in Samar know full well 
the effects of irresponsible mining and illegal 
logging. They have seen what disaster irre- 
sponsible mining has wrought. They have 
witnessed the lives of their loved ones taken 
away because of ilegal logging. The Catholic 
Bishops Conference of the Philippines 
(CBCP) has known this, too, fora fac. 

Beautiful land 

It is along this line that the CBCP came 
up in 1989 with the statement titled 
“What is Happening to Our Beautiful 
Land,” which said: “itis already late in the 
day and so much damage has been done. 
No one can pinpoint the precise moment 
when the damage becomes so irreversible 
that our living world will collapse. 

“But we are rapidly heading in that di- 
rection. Even now there are signs of stress 
in every corner of our land. As we look at 
"what is happening before our eyes, and 
think of the horrendous consequences for 
the land and the people we would do well 
to remember that God, who created this 
beautiful land, will hold us responsible 
for plundering it and leaving it desolate. 

“So will future generations of Filipinos. 
Instead of gifting them with a fruitful 
land, all we will leave behind is a barren 
desert. We, the Bishops, call on all Fil- 
ipinos to recognize the urgency of this 
task and to respond to it now,” the state- 
mentsaid, 

With the Supreme Court ruling, the 
Philippines is now open to foreign mining 
companies. 

Shift 


їп January 2004, the Court declared 
that FTAA were, in fact, service contracts 
in which the government in effect granted 
a foreign corporation "beneficial owner- 
ship over natural resources that properly 
belong to the State and are intended for 
the benefit of citizens." 

Being such, the FTAAs were prohibited 
by the Constitution and were “antithetical 
to the principle of sovereignty because 
they allowed foreign control over our nat- 
tural resources to the prejudice of the Fil- 
ipino people.” 

On Dec. 1, 2004, the interpretations 
shifted. Now the РТААз that foreign com- 
panies could enter into with the govern- 
ment as part of the Mining Act is perfectly 
legal. The Supreme Court has discovered 
that the Constitution “expressly allows 
service contracts in large-scale explo- 
ration, development and utilization of 
minerals and mineral oils.” 

1с has also discovered that the Pr 
dentis constiturionally mandated to enter 
into agreements with foreign-owned cor- 
porarions, and that Congress has the right 
to review such contracts. 

Oddly enough, there are constitutional 
provisions supporting both contrary deci- 
sions of the high court. What mattered 
was giving weight to one over the other. 

"The appeal of both the govemment and 
Westem Mining Corp. focused on economic. 
arguments. And so is the path pursued by 
the Supreme Court decision, The decision 
deliberates how the mining law should ben- 
ей the economy. “The Constitution should 
be read in broad life-giving strokes.” 

Whether mining should be done by local 
ог foreign companies is nor the issue. For 
us, mining itself is the issue, It causes so 
much destruction to the environment and 
so many lives destroyed. Mining is anti-fe. 


(As told to Christine Gaylican. Robbins is 
the managing director of IndoPhil Re- 
sources Philippines.) 


(Medroso is the bishop of Borongan and 
member of the Samar island National 
Park) 
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Hunters Rumor of overflowing river 


victims 
of Army, 
says group 


BAGUIO CITY—Human rights advo- 
cates suspected military involvement in 
the spate of killings of farmers and 
hunters in Cordillera, They said the 
farmers and hunters were killed on sus- 
picion that they were New People's Army 
rebels or sympathizers. 

Beverly Longid, convenor of the 
Cordillera Human Rights Organizations 
(CHRO), said the killings should not be 
treated as isolated cases. 

Based on CHRO records, since 2001 at 
least 12 farmers and hunters have been 
summarily executed while an NPA rebel 
has been tortured and killed, Longid said. 

The CHRO findings were presented to 
the 2nd Cordillera Human Rights As- 
sembly here on Friday, 

Lt, Col. Preme Monta, spokesperson 
of the Northern Luzon Command (Nol- 
com), denied claims that the military 
had a hand in the killings but promised 
to look into them. 

“We hope that we will be provided 
with (sufficient data) so we can have a 
bigger picture of the situation. We have 
to identify how many of those killed 
were farmers or hunters so we could 
check with the military commanders 
why there were reactions like these from 
human rights advocates,” Monta told the 
Inquirer by telephone. 

A total of 1,074 cases of human rights 
violations from January 2001 to Novem- 
ber 2004 have been documented, the 
CHRO said. 

"These violations were directed 
against farmers and members of indige- 
nous communities and militant groups 
that were critical to government poli- 
cies, programs and projects. These vio- 
lations range from harassment, intimi- 
dation, arbitrary arrest and detention, 
illegal searches and seizures to killings 
qf innocent civilians,” the CHRO said. 
"Desiree Caluza, PDI Northern Luzon 
Bureau 


traumatized residents of Infanta town 
in northern Quezon after a false re- 
portthat the Agus River was overflow- 
ing swept the town. 

Nida Azcaraga, a Dumagat leader from the 
Samahan ng mga Katutubo na Binabaka ang 
Suliranin Tungo sa Adhikain (Sakabinsa), a 
militant group of indigenous people from 
Sierra Madre, said that around 9:30 on Fri- 
day, an unconfirmed report swept the town 
that water in Agus River was rapidly rising. 

“The people were thrown into panic and 
(they) scampered to safety, especially when 
the church bells tolled. With crying children in 
tow, the panicking residents rode on buses and 
whatever available vehicle just to immediately 
escape Infanta,” she said over the phone. 

“But it turned out later that the report was 
wrong. A drunk reportedly spread the news 
by shouting in the streets." Azcaraga said. 

“АП of us were still in trauma in losing not 
only our houses but also our loved ones and 
here comes this gross irresponsibility. The 
government officials should exercise more 
prudence and start formulating a plan so as 
not to repeat the incident,” she said. 

‘She said the Dumagat community, which was 
temporarily serded in one of the evacuation cen- 
tersin the poblacion, did not join the stampede. 

“Our elders immediately dispatched a group of 
male tribesmen to monitor the flow of Agus Riv- 
er When the group came back and reported that 
everything was normal, we spread the informa- 
tion to help pacify the urban people,” she said. 

‘After more than 30 minutes and after the mili- 
tary and the police spread the news that the re- 
port was untrue, Azcaraga said, the people start- 
ed to rerum to their houses, most of which suf- 
fered damages from the rampaging flash floods 
that swept the town more than two weeks ago. 

According to Azcaraga, close to 200 Duma- 
gat natives living in Sierra Madre from General 
Nakar town in Quezon down to Dingalan, Au- 
тота, died in the flash floods and landslides. 

А non-government organization criticized 
local government officials for the lack of dis- 
aster preparedness plans that would help ad- 
dress calamity problems. Delfin T. Mallari 
Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Reporters, police form task force 


DUMAGUETE CITY—Journalists and the po- 
lice in this city have formalized the creation of 
a body called Task Force Newsman that will 
respond to threats involving journalists. 

Outgoing Dumaguete Police Director Con- 
stantino Barot met last Monday with Judy Flo- 
res Partlow and Edmund Sestoso of the Na- 
tional Union of Journalists of the Philippines, 
Dumaguete Kapisanan ng mga Brodkasters sa 
Pilipinas chapter president Glynda Descuatan 
and Dumaguete Press Club president Alex Pal 
to discuss the mechanics of the agreement. 


‘The body was formed following a series of 
killings of journalists in other parts of the 
country, with 12 fatalities this year, in addi- 
tion to more than 50 fatalities in the last 20 
years. 

In that meeting, it was agreed thata hotline. 
will be maintained between the journalists 
and police to ensure coordination and swift 
action. Journalists are also encouraged to 
maintain a logbook detailing any potential 
threats to their lives in the course of their du- 
ties. PDI Visayas Bureau 
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By Alex V. Pal 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


DUMAGUETE CITY—Power indus- 
пу officials have assured sufficient 
power for Negros Oriental with the 
addition of more power generating 
‘units to the Visayas Grid this month. 
The assurance came during a 
recent meeting with Gov. George 
Arnaiz to assess the power situa- 
tion in the province in the wake of 
sporadic brown 
“We are marketing the province 
as an ideal investment destinati 
and we have been getting 
from several potential investors. 
However in one instance, a 
brownout hit my office five times 
while I was briefing a potential in- 
vestor” the governor complained. 
Jimmy Sevilla, head of the Na- 
tional Transmission Corporation 
in the Visayas, told the governor 
that the Negros-Cebu-Panay pow- 
er grid will be complemented with 
a power barge, which was to be 
moved from Bohol to Cebu on 
Dee. 15, and the activation of Sal- 
con's gas turbine later this month. 
Both power sources are expect- 
ed to pump in 44 megawatts more 
into the grid, which is largel 
powered by the geothermal fields 
of Tongongan town in Leyte and 
Valencia town in Negros Oriental. 


Across the MATION 
More generating units planned 
to boost Negros power supply 


The Bohol power barge, Sevilla 
explained, is no longer needed 
there because Bohol is now get- 
ting its power from the geother- 
mal plant in Leyte. 

Aside from Sevilla, also at the 
meeting were officials of the Na- 
tional Power Corp. (Napocor), 
Philippine National Oil Company 
(PNOC) and the Negros Oriental 
Electric Cooper 

Provincial offi 
bers of the Negros Oriental In- 
vestments Promotion Center and 
the Negros Ori 
velopment Foundation also at- 
tended the meeting 

Danny Catigtig, manager of the 
PNOCSouthem Negros Geothermal 
Field, said their operations are pro- 
ceeding normally although the ex- 
pansion program, э 
crease the capacity 
Geothermal Power Plant, has been 
put on hold due to the fiscal crisis. 

Negros Island's 
ating capabili 
in 2006 with the commissioning 


Rudy Pacana, Napocor 
er for Negros Oriental, said the 
total output of electricity fron 
the geothermal power plant 
192.5 mW and almost all of it 
consumed on Negros is 
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GAPING WOUND 
An environment official measures the diameter of one of the 314 
decades-old acacia trees that were felled at the Iwahig Penal 
Colony. (See story and related photo on p.19) 
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6,000 houses needed for evacuees 


PAGLAT, Maguindanao--At least 6,000 core 
shelters need to be constructed for the rehabil- 
itation of families in conflict-affected areas of 
the Autonomous Region for Muslim Mindanao 
(ARMM), but funds are simply not enough. 

А nipa hut, a typical shelter worth at least. 
25,000, is all it takes to house a family of 
seven here. 

“Our physical target for the entire ARMM re- 
gion is about 6,000 core shelters," Hadja Bain- 
on Karon, ARMM social welfare secretary, said. 

She said they wanted to build more core 
shelters, but funds are not readily available. 

Core shelters refer to the makeshift huts 
that the government, various nongovernment 
organizations and foreign donors have been 
building in the region. 

Citing Maguindanao as an example, Karon 
said that the government, in partnership with 
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the private sector and foreign donors, had al- 
ready constructed about 2,000 structures. 

But she said thousands of other displaced 
families also need their own shelters. 

She said many of them have been living 

relatives, 

n said that because of the uncertainty of 
funds, she could not ascertain when the construc- 
tion ofthe core shelters would be completed. 

The United Nations Development Pro- 
gramme (UNDP) said it has built some 200 
core shelters for the displaced families. 

Aveen Acuna-Gulo, UNDP communication 
specialist, said they were targeting about 
10,000 beneficiaries for reintegration into 
their former communities. 

“Peace and development must come together” 
Benjamin Abadiano of Tabang Mindanaw said 

Dennis Jay C. Santos, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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ROUNDUP 
Court junis bail plea 


OZAMIS CITY—A local court recently junked 
the petition of Misamis Occidental's most- 
wanted crime suspect to reduce the P400,000 
bail set for his temporary liberty. Carlito Manos 
паз been charged with direct assault with Irus- 
trated murder and violation of the election gun 
ban. In February this year, he traded shots with 
police authorities in Tangub City. Two police- 
men were wounded In the shootout. If convict 
ad ot the charger, Manos could facea prison 
term of up to 30 years, according to govern- 
ment lawyer Geronimo Marave Ryan D. 
Rosauro, PDI Mindanao Bureau 

Village chiefs as law 
enforcers е 
OZAMIS CITY—With only around 50 policemen. 
the city government said it would deputize village 
chiefs to serve a law enforcers. Vice Mayor Car 
los Patricio Bernad said part of ihe plan was to 
provide village chiefs with handguns. The wou < 
En learned thal the city government has set aside” 
P900,000 to implement the plan. Ryan D. 
Rosauro, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Davao consumers” demand 
MATI, Davao Orlental-- Consumers in Davao 
Oriental have asked the National Electrification 
Administration to stop the Davao Oriental Elec: 
tric Cooperative Inc. (Doreco) {rom implement- 
ing the P50 penalty it imposes on delinquent 
‘consumers. In its letter to the NEA, residents 
here said Doreco imposed the penalty without 
approval from the general assembly. Residents 
said the imposition of the penalty may be ac- 
ceptable to big delinquent consumers “but defi- 
nitely unreasonable and unacceptable to small 
ones." But Doreco general manager Gregory 
Dukil said he was just implementing the policy 
crafted by their cooperative's board of direc 
tors Ferdinand O. Zuasola, PDI Mindanao Bu- 
reau 


Councilor ambushed 
PAGADIAN CITY- -Unidentified gunmen am- 
bushed a member of the city council here on 
Dec. B. Sultan Abdul Marcaban, president of 
the city’s association ol barangay chalr: апо 
some of his bodyguard= wer on their way to 
піз gas station in Barangay Tawagan Sur wher 
hey were fired upon. Marcaban and one of the 
xodyguards ware wounded in the attack, but 
police sald they wara in stable condition. Inves 
"igators are trying to establish the motive be 
hind the attack. Hernan P. dela Cruz, PDI Min- 
danao Bureau 


ортото teatoss vas? Fa 2010. Pptinnamn 
eng inakamagaing na sapo. Ang premyo iggo-Nngoo: 
isang Zi" color TV set 
Hype NOTV cang nyong sogo, buong pangalan. 
ampio prabnsya» tapos padala ta 2810. Cuomo: 
WEDNESDAY. OPH Winner witboenthod ding 
elf program Thursday, 100090. on ABC. 
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Miko Brionos, Pasig City 
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no na kung paano siya magpapasarap" 
‘Gene Torres, Laguna 
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Landslide blocks 
Quezon town highway 


LUCENA CITY—A landslide blocked a portion ^ 


ofa major highway in a Quezon town, blocking 
traffic for at least five hours and delaying the 
travel of hundreds of motorists and commuters, 

Loose soil gave way on the right lane of the. 
highway in Barangay Sta, Catalina in Atimo- 
nan, Quezon, at past midnight yesterday. 

No one was hurt, 

Marlo Cervantes, member of the Kabalikat 
communications group in Atimonan, said 
boulders as big as jeeps rolled down the hill 
and blocked the highway. 

He described the area as a dangerous spot. 
He said it was the third landslide in the same 
spot this year. 

"Luckily, no one was injured,” he said, 

He said light vehicles were made to take a 
detour to an old zigzag road. 

‘Members of the communications group, he 
said, manned traffic on the zigzag road to pre- 
vent accidents. 

The road's curves are tight and the road is 
very steep that vehicles have to slow down on 
their way up, he said. 

Pieces of heavy equipment were sent by the 
local government of Atimonan to clear the high- 
way of debris and boulders and at about 7 a.m. 
yesterday the highway was made passable. 

“We waited for the sun to shine before the 
clearing operation as additional security mea- 
sure,” Cervantes said. 

The landslide brought back memories of 
the disaster that continues to hound Quezon 
and Aurora provinces. 

‘The disaster has led to efforts to help the 
victims and fund-raising programs like the 
one that officials and the people of Mindoro 
launched for the calamity victims, 

Atelethon called Oplan Sagip Bayan, Sagip 
Lalawigan was able to raise P83,500 in cash 
and pledges and relief goods for the calamity 
victims in Quezon and Aurora. 


Aman Panaligan, acting Oriental Mindoro 
governor, said the best and worst of Mindoro 
folk were challenged during the telethon on 
Nov. 23-26. 

Mayor Celestino Papasin of Mansalay town 
appealed for help, saying that assistance was 
mostly directed to Roxas town, 

“Weare also heavily affected,” he said. 

After hearing Papasin, help stared to come in. 

^T will donate from my savings,” said a 
young student. 

А cooperative of port workers gave P5,000. 

"Thank God, we're not affected, I'm giving 
my precious P100,” said a housemaid who 
still supports her three married children. 

Astroke survivor collected clothes from her 
household and sent her collected items to the 
telethon organizers. 

Since assistance from different groups 
poured into the damaged areas, the organiz- 
ers decided to suspend the distribution until a 
careful assessment of the intended beneficia- 
ries is made. 

Panaligan directed the Provincial Disaster 
Coordinating Council to coordinate all incom- 
ing assistance and donations for a more effi 
cient distribution. 

In the Calabarzon area, police gave up their 
annual Chiistmas party to help fund relief op- 
erations in Quezon and Aurora. 

Chief Supt. Reynaldo Varilla, Calabarzon po- 
lice director said they decided to shell out 
P150,000 of their funds intended for the party 
and other operational expenses so they could 
continue to provide bottled water, canned goods 
and needed medicines for Quezon residents. 

“Te will be unpleasant if we insist to have a 
ралу in these trying times, Many PNP units, in- 
cluding the general headquarters, have decided 
to cancel their parties," Varilla told the INguinen, 
Delfin Mallari Jr, Madonna Virola and Mar- 
lon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Farmers charged with trespassing seek help 


SORSOGON CITY—Farmers of Hacienda Per- 
alta, a44-hectare property in Barangay Guin- 
Jajon in this city, trooped to the Department of 
“Agrarian Reform office here on Thursday and 
Friday to ask the assistance of the agency to 
intervene in their case. 

The 31 farmers of Hacienda Peralta had 
been charged with trespassing by Bebot Peral- 
ta, the owner of the property. 

‘According to the farmers headed by Rodol- 
fo Labayo, they had a verbal agreement with 
Peralta to till the land. 

‘The Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas in 


the province has urged DAR provincial offi 
cials to see if Hacienda Peralta is subject to 
land reform, 

Provincial Agrarian Reform Officer Emer- 
son Morral, however, has already given or- 
ders to the City Agrarian Reform Office to ex- 
pedite the process of land acquisition and dis- 
tribution and prepare the farm workers to 
quality as farmer-beneficiaries. 

According to a DAR insider, the process 
could take six months if here will be no resis- 
tance from the owners of the property. Jerico 
Lagonoy, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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Iwahig Penal Colony's officials and employees, 


PHOTOFROMCENRO 


‘Massacre’ of 314 acacia trees denounced 


THE SUPERINTENDENT, 11 em- 
ployees and several inmates of the 
Iwahig Penal Colony are in hot wa- 
ter for the wanton destruction of 
decades-old and young acacia trees 
їп a protected forest reserve inside 
the prison facility. 

‘The outrage over the large-scale 
illegal cutting of at least 314 20-t0- 
30-year old acacia trees in what is 
known to be the country's most en- 
vironment-conscious and protective. 
local government unit has prompt- 
ed an immediate demand for the 
ouster of Iwahig Supt. Catalino Ma- 
linao by Puerto Princesa Mayor Ed- 
ward Hagedorn. 

Hagedorn, ina press statement, said 
he also ordered the fling of anti-graft 
charges against erring officials and em- 
ployees involved in the tree cutting. 

He said logging has been outlawed 
in Puerto Princesa and the whole of 
Palawan for more than 12 years now. 

“A total log ban is in effect yet the 
highest official of Iwahig Penal 
Colony allowed such a senseless, 
‘unconscionable massacre of acacia 
trees," Hagedorn's statement said. 

‘According to reports submitted by 


the Community Environment and 
‘Natural Resources Office (Cenro) of 
the Deparment of Environment and 
‘Natural Resources in Puerto Princesa 
and the Bantay Gubat teams, more 
than 314 20-t0-30-year old acacia 
trees, including saplings, were illegally 
cut by inmates on orders of 12 em- 
ployees and prison guards who laid 
claim to the forest reservation, 

The 12 employees, using the in- 
mates, have been clearing the area 
and building structures after the 
massive falling of the acacia and 
bangkal trees, the reports sai 

Hagedorn said “it was ironic in the 
light of the recent tragedy that befell 
Quezon province and some parts of 
Luzon because of illegal logging that 
such an illegal and massive tree-cut- 
ting spree could happen in Puerto 
Princesa and worse, in a govern- 
mentrun facility” 

“Adding insult to injury, Superinten- 
dent Malinao in a live interview over 
radio station dyPR last Dec. 15 openly 
admitted that he allowed the clearing 
in the area and the cutting of the acacia 
trees for firewood,” said Hagedorn. 

“This is a classic case of the pro- 


tector, the highest government offi- 
cial in Iwahig, becoming the de- 
stroyer of the forests under his 
care,” the mayor seid. 

Hagedo brushed aside Mali- 
nao's justification as a "lame excuse 
considering the size and volume of 
illegally cut acacia logs confiscated.” 

“Even acacia saplings were not 
spared, Cutting down 314 decades- 
‘old acacia trees for firewood won't 
sell, This is unconscionable illegal 
logging plain and simple,” he said. 

Bing Camacho, an employee, was 
tagged as claimant by inmates Joel 
 Cutizano, Bimbo Badajo and Abraham 
Pablo who were clearing the area. 

Mailed Moolina, an employee 
from Montible was tagged ab 
claimant by inmates Miguel Ball 
no, Edwin Olepernis and Joselito 
Pood who were sent to clear the 
area allegedly by Molina. 

А certain Sir Apid, a prison guard, 
sent inmates Ernesto Veranco, SIRE 
Lemon and Romulo Sumulat. 

Hagedorn demanded the immedi- 
ate relief of Malinao and the 12 em- 
ployees to prevent them from harass- 
ing and intimidating the inmates. 


Baguio calm 6 towns, city in Negros bear bad news for their employees .. 


after death 
of man due 
to meningo 


BAGUIO CITY—The reported death 
ofa 43-year-old man here of suspect- 
ed meningococcemia, a fatal strain 
of meningitis, failed to raise alarm 
from Baguio residents who a month 
ago started popping antibiotics Ше 
candles over a rumored outbreak. 

Dr Florence Reyes, Baguio 
Health Department director and 
spokesperson of Task Force 
Meningo, said the man died at 
the Baguio General Hospital and 
Medical Center on Wednesday 
and was buried hours ater 

Reyes said the victim showed 
symptoms of meningococcemia al- 
though initial laboratory findings 
showed no traces of the bacteria 
Neisseria meningiditis in his blood, 

Although there were text mes- 
sages circulating about more sus- 
pected meningococcemia cases, 
Baguio residents were no longer 
queuing for rifampicin and 
ciprofloxacin, antibiotics identi- 
fied as chemical prophylaxis or 
preventive medicine against this 
strain of meningitis. 

No one was also seen wearing 
surgical masks along Session 
Road, except for drivers and 
cigarette vendors protecting 
themselves from engine fumes. 

1f tests would confirm that the 
latest victim died of meningococ- 
cemia, he would be the 10th fa- 
tality in Baguio and La Trinidad, 

Four people were reported 
killed by meningococcemia last 
month. Three of the victims at- 
tended the wake of a meningococ- 
cemia fatality, The resulting an- 
mouncement caused widespread 
panic in this mountain resort city. 

Hong Kong's Center for Health 
Protection (CHP) recently issued 
an advisory asking its residents 
and visitors to be more careful 
while traveling to Baguio, 

"Cover the nose and mouth 
while sneezing or coughing ahd 
dispose of nasal and oral dis- 
charge properly,” the CHP press 
statement sald, Frank Clmatu, 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Tayasan, 


proaches. 


By Romy G. Amarado 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


DUMAGUETE CITY--Six towns 
and a city in Negros Oriental can- 
not give the additional cash gift 
which has been anticipated by 
their employees with the onset of 
the Christmas season. 
The towns of Vallahermoso, 
Guihulngan, 
Ayungon and Dauin 
and the city of Bais could not re- 
lease the additional cash gift to 
their employees either because 
of financial woes or because they 
went beyond the budgetary re- 
quirement set by the Department 


On Friday, the 18th eaglet bred 
and hatched in captivity broke out 
of its shell at the Philippine Eagle 
Foundation (PEF) center here, 

The new caglet, which weighed 
125.3 grams, is the eighth survi 
ing offspring of natural eagle pair 
Ka Brianne and Jag. 

Ка Brianne and Jag is the most. 
prolific in the center's conserva- 
tion breeding program. They pro- 
duced eight of the surviving birds. 

Оп Dec. 14, the 17th bird, a 
163.6 grams eaglet, was hatched, 

‘The PEF said it was the heavi- 
est hatchling in the 20-year histo- 
ry of the center. 

Both eaglets remain unnamed. 

“This eaglet seems very strong 
as if it is making up for our diffi- 
culties last year” Domingo Tade- 
na, PEF deputy director for con- 
servation breeding, said. 

‘The PEF said aside from the 
two hatchlings, the center also re- 
trieved a maturing male eagle in 
Cantilan, Surigao del Sur. 

The eagle named "Капал," suf- 
fered a gunshot wound in the right 
breast and was captured by workers 
ofa ree plantation in the area, 

"Kandlan," is the third Philip- 
pine eagle retrieved by the PEF 
team in Surlgao del Sur. 

Surigao del Sur forms part of 


of Budget Management 
for personnel services. 


In its directive released early 
this month to local government, 
units in the province, the DBM 
said the LGUs may give addition- 
al cash gifts to their employees 
subject to the availabi 
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vices. 


ap- 
land. 


ly bred and hatched 18 
butonly 16 survived. 


LCD omota control. 
‘24-hour timor 
* Digital microprocessor 


that the cash gift should not go 
beyond the 45 percent budgetary 
requirement for personnel ser- 


‘This means that the budget for 
the employees of an LGU should 
not exceed 45 percent of the an- 
nual budget ofthe locality. 


the species-rich Eastern Min- 
danao Corridor, an area in which 
the PEF has been working for the 
conservation of the few remain- 
ing forest blocks on Mindanao is- 


Since 1992, the PEF successful- 


‘The first eaglet produced by the 
center was through artifical in- 
semination. It was hatched on Jan. 
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‘The РЕР also provides a venue 
and continually develops materi- 
als to educate the nation about 
wildlife resources and the urgent 
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Reynaldo 
Tuanda said his town cannot af- 
ford to give the additional cash 
gift because it does not have mon- 


He said Jimalalud has been fi- 
nancially saddled with P14 mil- 
lion in debt, which he said he 
herited from his predecessor. 

Mayors Jonnifer Villegas of 
Vallahermoso, Ernesto Reyes of 
Anthony 

Edsel 
Enardecido of Ayungon and Ro- 
drigo Alanano of Dauin also 
pointed to lack of financial capa- 
bility as the reason for their fail 
ure to give additional cash gift to 


15,1992 and was named Pag-asa. 
The center now has 32 eagles, 
including those caught in the 


One of the tasks of the PEF is to 
develop public awareness and 
understanding of the natural en- 


their employees, 


not want to give the benefit, 


the matter. 


2 new eaglets hatched in captivity break out of shells 


DAVAO CITY—Iwo great news 
for conservationists trying to save 
the countrys national bird from 
extinction as Christmas 


need to conserve them. 


penses. 


The PEFAdoptan-Fagle Pro- 
gram aims to provide private In- 
dividuals and companies the 
chance to become godparents of 
ап eagle for P100,000 per year 


But in the case of Bais, the po- 
litical bickering between the chief 
executive and the majority of the 
city council is one of the main 
reasons the city government does 


Bais City Mayor Hector “Tata” 
Villanueva, said he was not in- 
clined to give the cash gift be- 
cause, aside from the financial 
difficulty being experienced by 
the city, many casual workers are 
not yet paid their salaries because 
the city council refused to appro- 
priate the money for their pay. 
Villanueva did not elaborate on 


Like all previously hatched ea- 
glets, Ka Brianne and Jag and the 
two newly hatched birds need 
godparents, who would foot the 
Bill for their feeds and other ex- 


The municipalities of La Liber” 
tad, Manjuyod, Mabinay, Sami 
Jose, Sibulan, Bacong, Zamboan- 
guita and Sta. Catalina are still 
trying to figure out if they are ca- 
pable of giving the additional 
benefit to their employees. 

But the cities of Bayawan, Du- 
maguete and Tanjay and the 
towns of Pamplona, Amlan, Va- 
lencia, Siaton and Basay have de- 
cided to give additional cash gift 
to their employees, which would 
range from P5,000 to P20,000. 

"The provincial government is 
also preparing to release the ad- 
ditional P5,000 cash gift to its al- 
most 2,000 employees. & 


bruce 4 

PEF president Carlos Pedrosa in < 
а statement appealed for support Ж 
for eagles Ka Brianne and Jag. 

"The two have given all of 
eight wonderful gifts and a lot df. 
hope that the Philippine eagle 
will continue to thrive. We hope Ё 
someone helps us provide for thie; 
needs of Jag and Ka Brianne,” he. 
said, Joselle Badilla, PDI Mit 
danao Bureau 
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The P4-billion 


THENEW 
administration 
building within the 
Mindanao 
International 
Container Terminal 
Port inside the 
Phividec 
International Estate. 
in Tagoloan, Misamis 


E Oriental. 
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By Grace Cantal-Albasin 
Tagoloan, Misamis Oriental 
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SCHOLARSHIPS ‘AND DISCOUNTS FOR OFWS AND DEPENDENTS. | 


The Kabayan 

Noli de Gastro Foundation, 
in partnership 

with AMA, 

launches 

the AMA-KABAYAN 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
for OFWs 


and their dependents. 


‘The Honorable Noll “Kabayan” de Castro 


Vice President of the Philippines President, AMAES & AMA Foundation 


As a fitting tribute and with thanks to OFWs, our modern heroes, 
The Kabayan Noli de Castro Foundation, Inc. and The AMA Foundation established 
the AMA-KABAYAN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM which involves Php 100 million worth 
of scholarship grants for Overseas Filipino Workers and their dependents. 


“The program seeks to help educate poor but deserving individuals who want 
to pursue post secondary education. 

“The AMA-Kabayan Scholarship Program has set aside 60 full scholarship 
grants to qualified OFWs or their dependents in any of the following courses: 
information technology, engineering, business administration, nursing, 
caregiver and other short courses. 

«Ensures that OFWs or their dependents receive a 10% to 20% discount from 
any AMAES school across the country. 

Qualified beneficiaries may enroll at any of the following AMAES schools: 
AMA Computer University, ACLC Computer Learning Center, 

ABE International Business College, AMA School of Nursing, SL Augustine 
International School for pre-school, elementary and high school. 

“Scholarships and discounts available only to OFWs who are members of 
OWWA and whose application for discount or scholarship is endorsed 
by the KABAYAN NOLI DE CASTRO FOUNDATION. 


For more information, please contact any AMAES school. 


Another pioneering program from 


KJ AMA. Education System 1 


Asia's Pioneer and Largest in I.T. Based Degree Education 
Over 200 campuses worldwide. 
‘wwnw.amaes.edu.ph 
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white elephant 
of N. Mindanao 


ORTHERN Mindanao has a 

P4-billion white elephant. 

The Mindanao Internation- 
Container Terminal Port 
(MICTP), located at the 3,000- 
hectare Phividec Industrial Estate 
in Tagoloan, Misamis Oriental, has 
stopped its operations since April 
this year after a local court issued a 
temporary restraining order (TRO) 
three days after President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo inaugurated it. 

"The TRO stemmed from a complaint filed by 
the Oroport Cargohandling Services Inc., al 
leging that the Phividec Industrial Authority 
(PIA) has no legal authority over the holding of 
operations in the MICTP and that it gave unfair 
competition to the Cagayan de Oro port. 

The business sector in the region said 
MICTP's non-operation has stifled the devel- 
opment of Northern Mindanao as it was de- 
signed to support the region's attempt to be- 
come the major transshipment hub and a po- 
tent economic stabilizer of the country. 

Some businessmen criticized the local 
courts action as undermining the commitment 
of the Arroyo administration to pump up eco- 
nomic development in Mindanao. 

‘The Cagayan de Oro Chamber of Com- 
merce, in its position paper signed by 13 busi- 
ness organizations, said the MICTP is just an- 
other government-initiated project that has 
turned into a major fiasco. 

Instead of generating income, it has now 
become a liability as it is bound to pay the 1 
percent per annum interest of the P3.5-billion 
loan acquired from the Japan Bank of Inter- 
national Cooperation (JBIC). The payment of 
the principal loan is due in 2010. 


Fears 

The business sector fears that the continued 
non-operation would put to waste the expensive 
state-of-the-art port facilities such as the two 
loading and unloading cranes, 266 reefer vans, 
traffic radar system for vessels and modern truck 
scales, which could deteriorate, and its huge in- 
vestment would require debtservicing and even- 
tually add up to the fiscal burden of the country. 

They also fear that investors would think 
twice before coming here because of the neg- 
ative signal the case brings, 

“The revenue from port charges and cargo 
handling in six years at MICTP is projected to 
be about P1.6 billion. 

PIA projections also show a 22-percent annual 
increase in revenue from this year on to 2014. 

“The project is also expected to create an- 
other one million jobs in the agri-industrial 
sector in six years to complement the govern- 
ments job creation target. 

PIA administrator Gabriel Evangelista dis- 
closed that JBIC has already inquired about 
the stalled operations ас the MICTP and how 
an injunction could be ordered in this project. 

"The governments credibility is now at 
stake and it is embarrassing the Arroyo ad- 
ministration,” Evangelista lamented. 

The МІСТВ during its operations in April 
this year, had serviced only six international 
standard vessels. 

The business sector is urging the President 
to call for an immediate resolution of the 
MICTP-PIA debacle with Oroport. 

Businessmen also called on the justice de- 
partment to look into the authority of the lo- 
cal court in issuing a TRO against a govern- 
ment-initiated project. 

They also believe that it is vital that a spe- 
cial technical committee be created to study 
and monitor the impact of the project on the 
lives of the people of Mindanao when it is al- 
lowed to operate again 

That committee, the businessmen added, 
should also grant the authority to the PIA to con- 
struct, install, establish, promote, operate and 
‘maintain the MICTP in the provision of needed 
transport services exporting and importing 
goods until a private service provider shall have 
successfully hurdled the bidding process. 


THE MINDANAO International Container 
Terminal Port 
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RP K9 team on the ready for search, rescue missions 


From page Al 


Renee J, Speltz is diminutive in size 
only Otherwise, the pretty heroine is big 
as life, determined to make the Philip- 
pines the region’s responder for canine 
search and rescue missions. No other 
country in Southeast Asia, or even South 
Asia, has this capability. Thanks to her 
determination, against a multitude of 
daunting, frustrating episodes, we do. 

‘The founding chair of the Philippine 
Canine Search and Rescue Association 
Ine. and her team of trainers and their 
dogs are dedicated men and women 
whose motto is “to save human lives.” 

“Meeting Vivian de Veyra was 
serendipity" Renee says. She had been 
looking to buy a pet Labrador when she 
met De Veyra, a dog breeder. "Our meet- 
ing was like igniting a rocket. Vivian rec- 
ognized the need, and I recognized the 
need for the country" for the K9 SAR 
teams they quickly organized. 


50 volunteers 

“I see her as the dreamer of such a setup, 
and think of myself as the igniter. Vivian 
spread the word to friends who told other 
friends, When we put out a word-of mouth 
search for volunteers, we ended up with 50 
volunteers who wanted to become dog 
handlers.” Some were mountaineers who 
had lost friends, other had lost family mem- 
bers in the Baguio earthquake, or witnessed. 
someone who died in the Payatas garbage 
dump landslide. 

“We wanted to make sure our guys were 
trained to the highest level of search and 
rescue capability, modelling our program 
after that of the United States National As- 
sociation for Search and Rescue. That way, 
all agencies from the public and private 
sectors with whom we sign a memoran- 
dum of agreement to help them out would 
know our people are professionally trained 
to international standards.” 

Working dogs most sought after for 
this highly specialized work are 
Labradors, golden retrievers, boxers, 
German shepherds, Belgian melanois, 
rottweilers and beagles. Newfoundlan- 
ders are very good in water searches, but 
all these dogs can work in water. Dogs 
have five million scent cells, and individ- 
ual dogs have even more, and can be star 
performers, scenting farther and moving 
quicker. 'Humans, by comparison, only 
havea ion scent cells. 


Non-verbal communication 

"The relationship between a dog and 
his handler is crucial. They must both 
have a sort of extrasensory perception. 
The handler knows his dog so well that 


hecan read every movement: aswinging 
tail, a movement of the ears. They can’t 
say ‘hello, there's a human under this 
rubble,’ The non-verbal communication 
is specific to each team. The dog is saying 
‘1 haven't found anything, or 1 found 
something,” Renee explained. 

‘That relationship was put to the test last 
week in Real and, before that, on Mount 
Halcon in Mindoro, searching for missing 
mountaineer Frana Escalante. The girl's 
body was found by Mangyan tribesmen. 

Renee said, “We have a MOA with the 
National Disaster Coordinating Council 
stating not only that we do exercises to- 
gether, but also that we are always there 
to help NDCC with any disaster situation 
they want us to help with. We did a big 
exercise with NDCC in July. The first an- 
nual earthquake simulation exereise had 
25 public and private sector participants 
at Camp Aguinaldo. It was the first time 
ever that these agencies came to work to- 
gether fora simulation. 

“An Incident Command Post was set up 
first, and the Philippine National Police 
and the Metro Manila Development Au- 
thority cordoned off the ‘disaster area. 
Structural engineers inspected the build- 
ing’ then K9 teams went in simultaneously 
after the engineers had given the all-clear. 
Ateam went in with the Red Cross, anoth- 
er with MMDA, another with International 
SOS, or with the Army First Responders, ог 
the Philippine Air Force SAR 505. A total of 
roughly 150 participated in the NDCC ex- 
ercise. Defense Secretary Eduardo Ermita 
was guest of honor. 


Waiting to be called 

“fast-forward four-and-a-half months 
later to a real disaster in Real, Quezon. 
We waited to be called, but no one called 
us. We finally called NDCC to say our 
guys were on full stand-by, ready to go, 
but no one follows-up. Nothing happens. 

"When we heard the US Marines were 
coming, we called US Ambassador Frank 
Ricciardone. The US Marines made con- 
tact with the Philippine Air Force, which 
asked us to go to the PAP staging area. 
Three of our teams showed up, but were 
told they were low priority when, in fact, 
we should have been highest priority" 

Finally only one team—a dog, his 
handler and a flanker, who assists the 
handler, got to leave, fully eight days af- 
ter the calamity. 


2 miracles 

On the ground the afternoon before 
deployment to Real, two miracles hap- 
pened. Motorola coughed up eight do- 
nated handheld radios, and Napoleon 
Nazareno, Smart president, on a few 
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RENEE SPELTZ to the rescue but not 
with her pet Labrador “who's too 
sociable" and flunked the search and 
rescue training. 


hours’ notice, produced eight satellite 
phones lent to PHK9SAR. 

In Real, the dog got to work, scenting 
bodies under the rubble in short shrift. 
‘The barangay captain serving as the Inci- 
dent Command Post was informed by the 
team that the vietims had been located, 
and diggers were needed to extract the 
cadavers. 

Heartbreaking was his response—dig- 
gers wouldn't be necessary, heavy equip- 
ment would—meaning that decapitated 
body parts, instead of whole bod 
which could be properly identified and 
buried by relatives, would be retrieved 


K9 capability ignored 

“What will happen when the next dis- 
aster comes? Are we going to lose lives 
unnecessarily again because the K9 ca- 
pability of the Philippines is being ig- 
nored?” Renee lamented. 

The Golden Hour principle is the period 
of time within which lives can be saved, and 


injuries minimized. The best chances for 
finding survivors is within 100 hours. It 
takes from 48 to 72 hours to fly in canine 
‘SAR teams from the US and for the dogs to 
get adjusted, leaving very litle time for a 
successful rescue. The time a dog and his 
handler would take to locate a victim 
‘would equal 30 persons in the same period. 

"Т want the dogs to be here in Asia. It 
takes five hours to fly from the Philip- 
pines to Japan, five hours to Beijing, 
three hours to Taiwan, and four hours to 
Korea. India, Pakistan and Bangladesh 
are eight hours away, so that still leaves 
us over 90 hours to find live victims. 

“I made a point to learn the ropes 
here,” Renee said. “When something be- 
comes a passion, you go out, you learn. 
The volunteers and I don't do it for our- 
selves. We're doing it to save lives." 

‘Volunteers have regular eight-to-five 
jobs, raining on weekends or after work, 
but ever-ready to take off on a mission 
with their dogs. “No one is looking for 
glory. We only want to be able to work to- 
gether with any other agency involved in 
asearch." 

Spending a day in Virginia at a Home- 
land K9 training facility, then returning 
to the Philippines, Renee contacted a Fil- 
ipino trainer who had trained overseas, 
to train her group. 

“Originally, PHK9SAR had planned to 
bring in trainers from overseas. But the 
private sector didn't respond when 1 
went to see them.” She also gave speech- 
es to Rotary Clubs and foreign chambers. 
of commerce, “we had articles and pic- 
tures everywhere,” but still no response. 
“It didn't seem to be important then." 

"When the World Bank report came 
cout that the Philippines was the most dis- 
aster-prone country in the world, we 
didn't wait for the private sector to wake 
up. With the money we had from volun- 
teers who pitched in, we decided to go 
ahead and start training,” Renee said. 
‘One suspects Renee also picked her hus- 
band’s pockets (he is Ambassador Paul 
Speltz, US executive director atthe Asian 

evelopment Bank). 

“No is just a word; it doesn’t mean 
anything. You just have to keep chipping 
away until you have Michaelangelo's 
David. Don't take no for an answer,” Re- 
nee said 

Eleven men-and-dog teams were se- 
lected after screening ghe 50 who 
showed úp. The dog has to pass screen- 
ing, and the handler, too; separately. If 
the dog passes but not his owner-han- 
Фет, his owner can opt to give the dog to 
the association which assigns a handler. 
Conversely, if the owner passes the han- 
dler's screening but his dog doesn't, they 


find him another dog. 


Obedience training 

Obedience training for dogs has to 
start at the puppy stage, from birth to 
nine months (the equivalent of a sev- 
en-year-old human). As they develop, 
they need socialization training, to learn. 
to control their impulses, to be with oth- 
er dogs, to ride in a car, so they don't pan- 
ic when they are transported by car, 
truck or helicopter. 

Dogs can be really intelligent and: 
make good pets, but may not necessarily 
make good search dogs. Renee's beloved 
Тех, a chocolate Lab, flunked the screen: 
ing. "He can’t concentrate when there: 


area lot of dogs around because he's too g 


sociable. He likes other dogs too much." 
"Training for handlers is rigorous. Re- 
nee explained: “You have to understand 
human psychology, and dog psychology. 
This is not walking a pretty dog. You 
don't wear lipstick and nail polish. You 
have to be in very good physical shape. 
You have to be okay with dead and de 
composing body parts, blood, sweat 
Not for the faint-hearted or squeamish, 


15 handlers trained 

Compass and map-reading, rap- 
pelling, or hanging from a chopper wit 
handler and dog strapped in a harness, 
emergency medical and first-aid training 
are part of handlers training. 

‘Among the 15 handlers trained thus far 
are Dominic Kabigting, Loue Sta. Ana, 
Joselito de la Cruz Baldemar, Byron de la 
Cruz, Edison Vergara, Joseph Salva, Ryan 
Sta. Ana, Nimuel Laraquel, Bong Carifio and. 
Noel Mapua Lim, who heads operations. 

The association's offices are in Paco, in 
space offered by the Limcaoco family, 
sporting four computers given by Oracle. 
Anyone wanting to join or offer dona- 
tions monetary or in kind, may e-mail 
phk9sar@yahoo.com. 

“The turning point of my life was 
9/11—Sept. 11, 2001, when planes 
crashed into both towers of the World 
Trade Center, where my husband Paul's 
investment bank lost several people 
while he was in Singapore. It was a very 
personal thing, gut-wrenching, deep lev- 
el," Renee said. 

She watched as dog teams were 
brought in. “My whole life became be- 
fore and after 9/11. We came here as a 
resultof that." 

Renee, who is armed with a master's 
degree in psychology and has worked 
with children, sees herself as an educator 
and a fund-raiser. "Our mission state- 
ment is very simple: to educate, to train, 
and toserve.” 


‘Simbang Gabi’ now in US, keeps Filipinos sleepless in Seattle 


From page al 
‘work, 1 go all the way to Seattle to 
attend it, if only to see the paral 
(lanterns) hung near the altar, 
representing the parishes in- 
volved in this Advent devotion. 

For this lam thankful to Dr. Tel- 
ly Muldong-Tantay, a retired 
physician with the rank of captain 
in the US Navy and now a mem- 
ber of the Asian Pacific American 
Advisory Board of the Archdio- 
cese of Seattle. She has been pro- 
moting Filipino Christian values 
and founded the San Lorenzo 
Ruiz Guild of the Our Lady, Star 
ofthe Sea parish. 


Kimona in freezing weather 

1 remember the first time I at- 
tended the Commissioning Mass 
at St. James Cathedral. In the 
freezing downpour, the bus going 
to the ferry terminal was filled 


In Havana, 


From page Al 


prisoners with the slogan “Fascists 
Made In USA;" red flags emblazoned 
with Nazi crosses. 

In Cuba, its beginning to look a bit 
like Christmas. 

Cuba has mounted pictures of US 
soldiers torturing Iraqi prisoners at Abu 
Ghraib prison onto billboards outside 
the US mission in Havana in retaliation 
for American Christmas illuminations 
highlighting Cuban dissidents, 

The "decorations" war on Malecon 
Avenue along Havana's sea front es- 
calated Friday as Cuba ended war 
games Intended to dissuade any US 
Invasion. 


75 dissidents 

"The Cuban authorities were infuriat- 
ed when the US special interests sec- 
Чоп put up Christmas lights that had а 
neon “75” ns the centerpiece surround- 
ed by traditional Christmas trees. 

The number was a pointed refer- 
ence to 75 Cuban dissidents detained 
by the communist authorities last year 
In a crackdown on the opposition, 

‘The Мег US representative in На. 
vana, James Cason, was summoned 
to the Cuban foreign ministry on 
Monday, but he refused to take down 
the decorations. 


with passengers like me, clad in 
our native kimona and barong un- 
derneath heavy coats and thick 
jackets. 

Covered and protected from 
the elements, two parol were 
brought on board. One was from 
the Our Lady, Star of the Sea 
parish, the other from Holy Trini- 
ty, where I belong. 

During the 45-minute trip to 
Seattle, across Puget Sound, the 
ferry bobbed wirh the rhythm of 
the raging waves. However, amid 
the fury of the elements, there 
was a collective calmness among 
the passengers. 

Because of the cold December 
weather 
mornings, simbang gabi is celebrat- 
ей at night followed by a reception, 
ranging from a simple merienda to 
an extravagant fiesta, complete 
with cultural entertainment. 


weather. 


and rushed workday 


last year the commissioning 
rites were moved to a noontime 
weekend Mass in order to accom- 
тоате those from the working 
lass and to allow an easier com- 
mute for those who had to travel 
from the far ends of western Wash- 
ington, especially during inclement 


Dazzling procession 

As 1 entered the 10-year-old 
St. James Cathedral—a fine ex- 
ample of kalian Renaissance 
style was immediately made 
aware of the 
the Latin mosaic inscription Do- 
mus Dei, Porta Coeli (House of 
God, Gate of Heaven) on the floor. 

After admiring the stained 
glass windows and the exquisite- 
ly crafted, paneled ceiling, wi 
emulated the coffering tech- 
niques of some of the great cathe- 


Dei (eye of God). 


Then the lights were diffused 
and the first chords of Advent 
music from the pipe organ rever- 
berated. Subsequently, rays of 
crimson, azure, emerald and gold 
radiated from a procession of 
parol of varied sizes, shapes and 
colors, illuminating the path to- 


ie presence by 
ward the sanctuary. 


drals and basilicas of Europe, 1 
proceeded toward the sanctuary 
‘which was positioned at a cross 
point where the transepts inter- 
sected. At the center of the sanc- 
tuary stood the altar, beneath a 
circular skylight called the oculus 


Fastened on poles and carried 
by parish coordinators, the parol 
dazzled with the brilliance of 
kaleidoscopic sequences and oth- 
ers, more traditional in design, 
glowed with subtlety and grace. 
‘This stunning exhibition of lights 


it’s beginning to look a bit like Christmas 


archbishop. 
Filipino pride 


pended over the altar. 


was followed by the procession of 
altar servers, deacons and priests, 
culminating in the arrival of the 


Touched by the radiance of the 
parol, the archbishop stood in the 
midst of the parish coordinators 
gathered around the sanctuary 
and performed the commission- 

g rites that commenced the first 
novena Mass of the simbang gabi. 

A choir of about a hundred 
members from various parishes 
joined in celestial harmony with 
renditions of Filipino liturgical 
compositions. As songs of exalta- 
tion filled the air, a huge, golden 
five-point star descended from 
the ceiling, preceding a stream of 
smaller stars. It remained sus- 


My heart swelled with Fil- 


ipino pride. 


Serenade for archbishop 

But what touched me most was 
the archbishop's brief yet impres- 
sive salutation in Tagalog, and his 
powerful message to the congre- 
gation, portraying the parol as 
the Light of Christ 

‘This year, in appreciation of 
the archbishop's tremendous sup- 
port of simbang gabi, a serenade 
in Filipino fashion will honor him 
when he makes his entrance to 
the banquet hall chis year. 


Pilgrimage 

The essence of this celebration 
is in the spirituality shared by a 
diverse community of believers. 
For me and for countless others 
Who observe this Advent devo- 
tion, the gathering in Seattle has 
become a pilgrimage. 


Cuba responded by putting up a 
huge billboard in front of the US mis- 
sion showing the Abu Ghraib abuse im- 
ages that caused a global scandal earli- 
er this year. The accompanying slogan 
proclaims: “Fascists Made In USA." 

Near the public entrance to the 
building, another image was put up 
showing an American Marine point- 
ing his rifle at the head of a child un- 
der the words: “Merry Christmas.” 

‘The Cuban authorities have also 
put up red flags with the Nazi crosses 
emblazoned on them. 


US refuses to back down 

In Washington, US Secretary of 
State Colin Powell chided Cuba for 
the display. "I don't think that is very 
wise on their part," Powell said in the 
latest volley in the holiday season 
row. 

He refused to back down on the US 
decorations, which he called a ges- 
ture of solidarity with political pris- 
oners in Cuba. 

"And the Cuban government's re- 
sponse is to put forward and show 
the world a swastika?" he said, “I 
don't think that Is very wise on their 
part. We will continue to stick by 
Gur troops and our diplomats down 
there, and our Christmas display 
with the'75,” 


Fanatical 

A diplomat at the US mission in 
Havana, speaking on condition of 
ano ald the Cuban response 
was “fanatical and exaggerated.” 

"There cannot be a better contrast. 
On one side, the United States is 
wishing Cubans happy holidays ... 
and an effort to launch a debate on 
human-rights. On the other, there is 
an sssorment of aggressive bill 
boards," the diplomat said. 

Cuba has not had normal diplo- 
matic relations with the United States 
since 1961, but each has an interests 
section in the other’s capital for con- 
sular business, Their rivalry has regu- 
larly spilled over into such undiplo- 
matic antics. 


Preparing for invasion 

The communist island this week 
staged wargames involving hundreds 
of thousands of regular troops, re- 
servists, students and civilians fo pre- 
pare for what the authorities have 
called US plans for an invasion. 

Defense Minister Raul Castro, the 
president's younger brother, sald the 
exercises were intended to make sure 
the United States "does not commit 
the errors it made in Vietnam and that 
{elsnow committing in Iraq” AFP 
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P Lantern Parade: One like no other 


By Tina б. Santos 


THE UNIVERSITY of the Philip- 
pines may be the acknowledged 
bastion of student activism, but 
‘once a year, ít takes time out to 
celebrate what it considers its 
grandest tradition—the Lantern 
Parade, given a touch unique to 
the state university. 

The event, which can be traced 
back to the practice of Filipinos 
carrying lanterns of various 
shapes and sizes to light the way 
tothe dawn Mass or misa de gallo, 
is one of the surviving non-aca- 
demic social activity of the uni- 
versity 

In 1922, UP students celebrat- 
ed the Lantern Parade. Twelve 
‘years later, UP President Jorge 
Bocobo formally established the 
practice as what it is now—the 
isplay of colorful floats, lanterns 
‘and costumed performances— 
and has since become a fitting 
‘way to end classes for Christmas. 


Annual theme 

Atevery Lantern Parade, a par- 
ticular theme is chosen. Parti 
pants vie for the titles ofthe “row- 
diest group," "most colorful cos- 
tume" and “most symbolic float," 
among others. New titles to com- 
pete for, such as "most resource- 
ful” and "overall champion," 
emerged through the years. 

With the theme "Peryang 
Pilipino,” participants of this 
years parade still managed to 


7 Fine Arts students parade an effigy of the ogre-like creature to call attention to the 


devastation of nature. 


come up with delightful and car- 
nival-like presentations, even as 
they were told to keep their 
lantern entries simple in the light 
оГ financial constraints and envi- 


ronmental concerns. 

At exactly 4 p.m. on Thursday, 
while the sun was still mercilessly 
beating down everyone's back, a 
marching band heralded the start 


werr 


of the parade as thousands of 
spectators—some of whom came 
from nearby provinces like Pam- 
panga and Laguna—watched in 
awe and delight as they gathered 


АМА = JOBS 
HERE & ABROAD 


Go for AMA Education System 


AMAES Go for IT Program will help you land a job fast, here and abroad. 


+ International partnerships and affiliations guarantee world-class learning. 

“Infotech, AMA's placement partner, assists graduates to land their dream jobs. 
* Experienced, competent faculty and state-of-the-art facilities. 
* |.T.-based education in all programs with focus on English proficiency of students. 


Go for IT. Go to AMA. Close to 90% of its alumni are now employed 


in prestigious companies here and abroad 
while the rest are successful entrepreneurs. Join them! 


ENROLL NOW! 
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Classes for 3rd Trimester SY 2004-2005 start on January 10, 2005. 
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atthe UP grounds in Diliman. 

The winners were judged ac- 
cording to their audience impact, 
design and concept, technical 
workmanship and adherence to 
the theme "the spirit of a festive, 
colorful and carnival-like Christ- 
mas" 

Among the most applauded ex- 

ibits were the College of Music's 
colorful camivalthemed floats 
and performers including a band, 
mermaid and acrobats; and the 
College of Mass Communica- 
tions’ giant television screen with 
some students performing a la 
Sandara Park in her shampoo 
commercial and as "Krystala," ac- 
tress Judy Ann Santos’ popular 
character in a "fantaserye." 

‘As expected, they were ad- 
judged as the over-all grand and 
the most creative lantern win- 
ners, respectively. 


Most resourceful 

The Institute of Islamic Studies 
won as the most resourceful 
group with their presentation of a 
huge lamp carousel made of recy- 
cled materials such as bottles and 
used diskettes. The group said 
their entry represents rich Fil- 
ipino culture and creativity. 

The College of Human Kinetics 
showcased a giant badminton 
shuttlecock lantern, but it was 
their all-out dance performance 
that earned them the “most spirit- 
ей participation" award. 

Apart from these major recog- 
nitions, three other colleges won 
as the "judges choice.” These 
were the Asian Institute of 
Tourism (various mode of trans- 
portation), College of Engineer- 
ing (carousel), and Institute of Li- 
brary and Information Science 
(cartoon characters). 

But it was hard to keep politics 
ош of even something like the 
Lantern Parade. The UP All Work- 
ers Union made a "Massacre Ma- 
chine” and a giant Dalmatian 
bearing President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's effigies as the the group 
chanted out loud against her. 


Hall of Fame 

However, the most awaited 
floats came from the College of 
Fine Ars, the only Lantern Pa- 
rade Hall of Famer in the Over-All 
Best Lantern Category. 

‘The College of Fine Ans’ par- 
ticipation became a consistent 
spectacle at the parades. Its en- 
tries, unmatched in creativity and 
imaginatio, monopolized the 
grand prizes from the parade in- 
ception until 1989, when the col- 
lege was installed in the parade 
Hall of Fame. 

But in 2001, the college's Hall 

of Fame status was lifted, allow. 
ing it to compete once more. It 
had been “merely” the para 
main attraction for too long. 
Arts took home almost all the tro- 
phies, all the cash prizes and cer- 
tainly all the awe and respect of 
the audience. Again, immediate- 
ly, the Hall of Fame status was 
conferred the following year. 

It has been the Fine Arts’ prac- 
tice to “go against the university 
theme.” True enough, this year, 
Fine Arts students took on Philip- 
pine mythical creatures as their 
motif, with their “monster” roster 
parading the familiar “sirena,” 
“manananggal,” “tikbalang” and 
“nuno sa punso,” among others. 


Bizarre, unfamiliar 

They also presented a host df 
unfamiliar ones, among them the 
“bangungot” ( а large woman 
that pounds on a sleeping per- 
son's chest till he or she can't 
breathe), the “bungisngis” ( a 
laughing one-eyed giant with 
tusks who picked up and threw 
carabaos at whim), and the 
“bakunawa” (a dragon-like crea- 
ture who occasionally gobbled up 
the sun, causing an eclipse). 

And while Fine Arts students 
no longer expect to win any tro- 
phy or cash prize during the 
Lantern Parade, it has not less- 
ened their enthusiasm to improve 
their work as they were given the 
role to be the parade's main at- 
traction each year, Professor Vir- 

inia Dandan, the college's dean, 
зай 

However, the college decided 
to come up with their own con- 
test, 

“We compete among our- 
selves. (The prize money) was 
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sort of an incentive to encourage 
the students to come up with 
original art pieces and somehow 
get back the money they spent in 
making the lanterns,” Dandan 
said, adding that they take it as 
their social responsibility to out- 
do themselves each year so as not 
todisappoint the spectators. 
‘Among the roster of monsters, 
the painting major students 
“kapre” emerged as the winner. 
Their entry was made of bamboo. 
and Japanese paper and a smoke 
machine was used to make it ap- 
pear that that giant mythical 
creature was puffing a tobacco. 


Kapre for nature 

And asif the “kapre,” who was 
seated on a big piece of log, were 
not enough, the class also carried 
a huge banner beside their 
lantern, which clearly conveyed 
their message: "Stop illegal log- 
ging!” The prize money—the 
princely sum of P2,000—would 
be donated to Infanta (Quezon) 
flood victims. 

“] hope that in our own way, 
we're able to impart an important. 
message to other people—re- 
spect for Mother nature and re- 
spect for trees," said Paolo Luis 
Francisco, 24, one of the first year 
painting students who took part 
in making the art piece. 

“In folktales, the kapre’ was 
among the forest guardians, he 
was the one guarding the trees, 
isn't it?" added Francisco's class- 
mate, Carl Florendo, 18. 

But the elder members of the 
audience, most of whom were 
graduates of the university, 
couldn't help but reminisce and 
compare the Lantern Parade with 
the way they had celebrated it 
during their UP days. 


Lantern queen 

‘The early celebrations not only 
boasted of well-executed lanterns 
and floats but beautiful muses as 
well. The highlight of each year's 
Lantern Parade was the procla- 
mation of the Lantern Queen. 
Celebrities like Boots Anson Roa 
and Queen of the Pacifie and ac- 
vi Nelia Sancho were once 
UP's Lantern Queens. 

There, however, was time 
when UP had to forgo the day of 
lanterns. The first was in 1941, 
when UP had to close because of 
the Second World War. In 1946, 
the parade re-opened. 

The second time the Lantern 
Parade was canceled was in 1957. 
This time, the students staged 
their first boycott because of the 
Board of Regent's indecision to 
select a permanent UP president. 
The Executive Committee was 
left with no other choice but to 
declare a Christmas recess on the 
eve of the parade. 

The last Lantern Parade before 
Martial Law was in 1969. Stu- 
dents gave the parade an activist 
motif. Fittingly enough, Nelia San- 
cho was crowned Lantern Queen. 

The Lantern Parade went on 
hiatus until 1977. Its comeback 
was made memorable with the 
participants carrying torches 
while parading around the 2.5- 
km Academic Oval, UP's main 
thoroughfare that snakes around 
all the major buildings. 


Here comes the ‘King’ 

"The parade's revival saw some 
changes in its format. The search 
for a Lantern Queen was discon- 
tinued as some sectors protested 
the "beauty contest” aspect of the 
event. In 2002, however, the 
Queen selection was revived, but 
with a twist—a Lantern King was 
also chosen. The King and Queen 
were chosen from among the par- 
ticipants and the crowd, all in the 
spirit of fun. 

Most UP students and gradu- 
ates take pride in saying that the 
Lantern Parade has indeed “sur- 
vived" che test of rime, unlike the 
rest of the UP traditions, includ: 
ing the Cadena de Amor Festival, 
Hayride and Arbor Day, which 
have all died out. 

The rise of student activism in 
the late 1960s saw the end to oth- 
er UP traditions like the Cadena 
de Amor Festival, an event where 
the senior coeds bequeathed to 
the juniors the beautiful tradi 
tions of UP life they would soon 
be leaving through the symbolic 
passing of cadena de amor gar 
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phy grandson killed solicit пы» gifts, 


arrested in Caloocan 


6 e e 
By Tina б. Santos prompting him to lead other city 
officals in arresting the suspects 
THREE men dad in metro aide at the corner of P Jacinto and B. 
uniforms were arrested in Ca- Serrano Streets at about 8 a.m. 
2 loocan City after they were caught Тһе city government earlier is- 
By Tina G. Santos corner of Malindang Street and their way to attend Mass at the son for the attack. soliciting gifts from residents, sued an order prohibiting all City 
А. Bonifacio Drive in Barangay La Sto. Domingo Church when the As of presstime, Dolphy had _ Al Sta. Maria, head of the city's Hail employees from soliciting 
IT WAS yet another tragedy for Loma atabout 5:20 am. incident happened. "^ mot been told of his grandson's Environment and Sanitation Ser- gifts in any form from the public. 
Philippine comedy king Dolphy. The police chief identified Radovan said Quizon was tak- death, according to his publicist, vices, identified those appre- — "Residents who were aware of 
‘While still grieving for the loss Quizon's companions as Angelo en to the Chinese Medical Center Nene Riego. hended as Alexander dela Cruz, the local governments order 
of longtime fiend Femando Poe Abangan, 19, and Gener Balingit, in Manila, but was declared dead Riego said she was finding it 39: Lito Navarte, 23; and Ро. against sofciting were the ones 
Jr, Dolphy, Rodolfo Quizon off- 17, also residents of Quezon City. by doctors about an hour later hard to tell Dolphy of the incident rentino Lopez, 42; all residents of who called up the City Hall hot- 
Je poly amoerlovedone.  Abangamwashitintheleg while due to a bullet wound in theab- because the comedian was stil Julian Felipe Street, Sangandaan, lines and reported te trio's activ- 
His 15-year-old grandson by Balingit sustained gunshot domen. grieving the death of Poe, one of Caloocan. They were also wear- ities,” Sta. Maria said. 
son Edgar was shot dead by still wounds in the body. ‘Radovan said they would con- his show biz best friends who ing Santa Claus hats when Не added they were able to 
unidentified suspects in Quezon Initial investigation showed duct a deeper investigation into died last Monday morning. nabbed. E ы confirm that the suspects were 
City early yesterday morning, po- that Quizon and his companions the shooting to determine the Quizon is the brother of sexy Sta. Maria said he received fake metro aides and had been 
lice said. were walking along Bonifacio motive for the killing. actress Michelle Quizon, who ap. Complaints that the three men slapped with usurpation of au- 
Senior Supt. Nicasio Radovan Drive when a group of teenagers, O Inatelevisioninterviewanun- peared in the 2002 movie "Ka. were going around with a letter thority and violation of a City 
Jr, Central Police District Office оп board a tricycle and armed cle of one of the victims told re- palit,” which starred Jay Manalo, soliciting gifts from the residents, Hall directive, 
(PDO) director, identified the with guns, drove past them.and porters that the suspects were Alma Moreno and Victor Neri. 
victim as Jelom Carlo Quizon. riddled them with bullets. from a group of young men He is also the cousin of actor- 
Radovan said two of Quizon's The suspects immediately fled whom they knew. commercial model Boy 2 Quizon. 
companions were also hurt in the after the attack, police said. However, the relative said the Ошол" father is among the 
incident that happened near the ‘The victims were reportedly on victims did not know of any rea- eldest of Dolphy’s children. 
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JOINING the Christian world in commemorating the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Administration Buile ы E Er (ы | 
coming of the season. 1 
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UP Lantern ... De 


From page A22 rovided by the Student Union censed to be in touch with their exemplified by community clean- 
provided by d y 

lands, stared in 1934. organization, the sponsor of the wild side. ing became the dominant theme 

eo called "che festival of giris event, for hose without vehicles. A favorite Hayride activity was of the celebrations. 

an go called the festival of gids Song sheets were given to all the torch marathon. Contestants Last Thursdays Lantern Pa- 

‘Amor Festival, which rites took  Tevelers containing popular tunes would run around the campus rade ended with a fireworks dis- 

famptcation From the Daisy С ofthe time, and they sang to their carrying lighted torches, and vie play, literally capping the event a 

AP vassal Collage! eee y Chain hearts content while going for the honor of lighting first the witha bang. Т тем sosa инее, Loaner). ER] 

DOGS se student stoned ques. around the campus. Student or- bonfireatthe Union opencourt. Апа the prizes each winner got = 

Josh aeshy алаа аан Zanizations would compete by... The death of a student during were only icing on the cake, Old- Pec qum 

п i Ex i то C.M 

the evelution of the ceremony in- 00 clapping, out howling, and the celebration of Hayride in timers say the true reward was EY ri 

Mp uer even out talking one another. 1969 putan end to this event. the spirit of camaraderie, good B : 

эре UP Diliman Hayride, om This was the time when the Dating back to 1918, Arbor humor and fun--not to mention 

theother hand, began in the early usual somber evening on campus Day was a time when students that eternal striving for excel- 

obe a began me cow would tum intoa night of revel, and faculty cleaned up the whole lence-engendered by a parade > 

19508 E Rom quem vehicles Where everybody donned the campus and planted tres by the much loved and eagerly awaited |j Czy eur arum. CLOSED VANS, TD ERR ALUM 

[ H 1 isd я OED VANS 
hiet ned with hey Buses were most casual of attires and wereli- hundreds. The dignity oflaboras bythe UP community to this day. ЗЕ 


CM Recto Fire takes away another daughter 
tO UDdergO wunsseern _—aehimgrnintionomie ganio p ang gangari Hews 


fire but the spread of the flames hysterical in the hospital out of SUZU TORNANO aa Y 
f lift ONE ANOTHER was all the four- proved too fast for them. regret. The couple hardly left the DROPSIDE, FUKUYAMA UNIT 
асеп member Amat family had. Bur Peoplelaterfound Grachel Ann children alone, and this had to = Tae 
thena fire managed to take away inside and even rushed her to the happen), the investigator said, H *ү SPER pooner Tuc 
one of their two children. Mary Johnston Hospital, where referring to Jerry. cdd 5 
By Tarra V. Quismundo Tragedy struck when fire en- she was later declared dead. Gaspar said the Amat couple 
gulfed the makeshift home that ‘The girl suffered third degree was so grief-stricken that they 
THERE is no slowing down for they had built inside a broken bums on almost 100 percent of could not even speak to him. Не 
the Manila City governments down jeepney in Tondo, Manila. her body. had to gather information about : 
beautification project While the Amar couple was ^ According to Gaspar, Grachel what happened from other peo- ТОРО FORWARD ERR 
Early next year, City Hall will away and working, their Ann's parents, Maricel and Jerry, ple at the hospital who knew TRANS MUR 
again be busy attending toanoth- youngest child, year-old were working when the incident about the incident. 
er redevelopment project, this Grachel Ann Amat, perished in took place. Maricel had left earli- — According to the arson investi- 
time along busy Claro M. Recto the fire. er to work, leaving Jerry with the gator, the jeepney where the Am- 
Avenue, which spans the citys Тһе fire was believed to have children. at family had been staying be- 
Sampaloc and Sta. Cruz districts. been started when Grachel Ann's Gaspar sald Jerry later left the longed to a neighbor whois inthe 
“Because the LRT (Light Rail 3-year-old brother played with two children alone to look for odd United States. 
fransi) 2, is already functional matches, said arson investigator jobs in the neighborhood and get — Since the jeepney could not be |. 38 а BB 
and Recto is the underbelly ofthe $РО1 Emmanuel Gaspar. а few pesos for their food, espe- used because its battery was bro- ISUZU ELF DUMP TRUCK.) (енто 00,150,220 KVA GENSETS) 
railway, We do not want a repeat Reportedly due to highly com- cially since it was nearing lunch ken, the Amat family asked their т 
of the effects of the LRT 1 оп bustible materials inside thejeep- time. neighbor to let them stay there in 2m 
Avenida (Rizal Avenue)” said ney the fire quickly spread and К devastated both parents the meantime because they had D LR 
Mayor Lito Atienza, explaining soon had burned through the when they arrived home seeing no place to stay. = 
thenew undertaking. rundown jeepney, only the charred remains of what The loss of the Amat family 
During the pedestrianization The brother, whose name was used to be their home. paralleled the fate that befell that 
of Rizal Avenue in December unavailable at press time, was Сазраг said the couple rarely of Speaker Jose de Venecia and 
2003, Atienza explained that the able to get out of the burning left the children alone, and that his wife Gina. 
Construction of the LRT over Taft jeepney. Jerry was especially heartbroken The De Venecia couple lost 
Avenue from Baclaran through ^ Grachel Ann was reportedly atthe incident. their youngest daughter, Kristina 
Rizal Avenue to Monumento in asleep when the fire started at 11 "Nagwawala siya sa ospital sa Casimira, to a fire that hit their 
Caloocan contributed to the de- a.m. pagsisisi. Hindi naman kasi talaga mansion in Dasmariñas Village, 
‘ay ofthe national road. Neighbors who saw the jeep- nila iniiwan yung mga bata, tapos Makati City, Thursday. 
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Let new SMART Text Reminder help organize things for you and your friends. It's a smart and convenient way 
to remind them of important things. Tulad ng mga gimik na di dapat ma-miss at mga schedule ng dapat gawin. 
Ang text reminder, darating sa takdang araw at oras na gusto mong matanggap ng friends mo. 

Kaya ngayon, wala nang dahilan para may makalimutan. 


2 ways to use Text Reminder: 


I-TEXT REMINDER ang sarili mo 


I-TEXT REMINDER ang friends mo 
= au 


REMIND REMIND 
1221041930 210 12210471930 
CHRISTMAS 


CHRISTMAS 
PARTY 09207777777 uum 


-DANNY 


Just ype REMIND And send to 210 + friend's Just ype REMIND o 
«dace»lctime» «message» celfone number <date>ictime> <message»: ®?! 
Date and ume when you want your Оле and эте when you wt 

fondo recov te ten renim ees 


j  Sendör will bo charged P2.50 per toxt reminder: 
Tar зи, comment concer. you nay Нойс at 820-1 all 989 from your celphene [cres] send a text message to B88 
[Blab per mange tenes exces ofthe FREE TEXT aocadon) олим vs at customereareGumarccom piy or Vist the SMART Wireless Center nearest yo. 


‘Available on'brands under the SMART Notwork: Infinity, SMART Gold, SMART Buddy, Addict Mobile, Talk "N Text, AMP & SMART Kid 
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BASKETBALL: NBA— 
Nuggets vs Magic: 
8 am. (11:30 
pm); Warriors vs 
Spurs; 12 noon (F9 
p-m}; Solar Sports 
—Denver meets 
Orlando while Gold- 
en Slate clashes 
with Son Anton 

US NCAA-Florida State 
vs. Minnesota; 
pm. (r); Michigan 
State vs Duke: 5 
p.m. (rj; Maryland 
vs Wisconsin; 7 
pm. (0: ESPN— 
Rewind and catch 
the replay of this 
ACC! Big Теп Chal 
lenge tripe-header. 
NIS: _ Wimbledon 
2004-Sharapova vs 
Davenport; 5:30 
p.m. and midnight 
(9; STAR Sports— 
"Take another look at 
the classic semill- 
mal duel between 
eventual champion 
Maria Sharapova 
and Lindsay Daven- 
pon. 

Schedules subject to 
change without pri- 
or notice. 
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PHILIPPINE CUP 


TNT, Shell seek 
wital wins today 


so of Talk ‘N Text in their game won by Shell. 


ALK ‘N Text needs f 
T | Tat STANDINGS W 
to sweep its re- Тт 11 


maining assign- 
ments if it wants a trou- 
ble-free entry into the 
semifinals. 

That tall order begins today 
for the Phone Pals when they 
tackle the Sta. Lucia Realtors in 
the Gran Matador PBA Philip- 
pine Cup at the Makati C FedEx 
c Red Bull 

The Phone Pals have to beat 58. 
the Realtors at 4 p.m. and hope Realty 
that Shell succumbs to FedEx in 
the other game at 6:30 to boost 
their cause and stay on top. 

But TNT still has to beat 
Barangay Ginebra in its final 
elimination-round game to 
avoid a playoff for the No. 2 
spot. 

The top two teams after the elimination 
round are guaranteed outright passage to 
the best-of-five semifinals with the rest go- 
ing through the rigorous wild-card phase 
and quarterfinal rounds. 

The Phone Pals and the Gin Kings are 
tied for the lead at 11-5 while the Tur- 
bochargers are breathing down their necks 
at 11-6. 

With a lone game left, the Turbochargers 
have no recourse but to repeat over the Ex- 
press to secure a playoff for the No. 2 semi- 
final slot. 

And for that to happen, the Phone Pals 
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Shell 
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GAMES TODAY 
(Makati Coliseum) 
Apim--Sta Lucia 

Real vs Talk "N Text 
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Editor Teddyvic S. Melendres 


and the Gin Kings will have to 
lose one of their remaining 
games, 

“But before we could enter- 
tain any thought of getting into 
a playoff, we should first beat 
FedEx,” said Shell coach Leo 
Austria, whose Turbochargers 
squeaked past the Express, 
101-99, in their initial meeting, 

‘As for the Express, coach Joe 
Lipa will be satisfied enough to 

and avoid the cursed ninth 
and 10th spots where teams 
will have to upset their wild- 
card foes (Nos. 3 and 4) twice 
before advancing to the quar- 
terfinals. 

Iwill be the same objective for 
the Realtors, who are hoping to 
land anywhere from fifth to 
eighth going into the next round. 
The fifth-ranked squad will be pitted 
against No. 8 and No. 6 opposite No. 7, 
with both pairings set for a best-of-three se- 
ties in the wild-card round. 

The four survivors in the wild card ad- 
vance to the best-of-three quarterfinal pair- 
ings with the two winners arranging a best- 
of-five duel in the semifinals with the top 
two teams. 

Although coming off a setback against 
the Express, coach Alfrancis Chua and the 
Realtors enjoy a psychological advantage 
over Talk ‘N Text, having earlier yanked the 
rug from under the Phone Pals, 104-102, in 
Puerto Princesa City. June Navarro 
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SINGAPORE MASTERS 


Mark loses title via tiebreak. 


FC 


SundaySPORTS . _ 


the point with Chinese GM Zhang Pengxiang after 34 


Pere Grandmaster-candidate Mark Paragua halved 


moves ofa Sicilian Defense in the ninth and final round to 
finish as runner-up in the Singapore Masters International 
Open Chess Championships Friday night at the Tao Nan 
School, Marine Crescent District in Singapore. 


“The 20-year-old Paragua finished with 
7.0 points ina tie with Indonesian GM Su- 
santo Megaranto, who stunned top seed 
‘GM Xu Jun of China in $3 moves ofa Sicil- 
ian Skirmish. 

Megaranto emerged with superior 
tiebreak points despite losing to Paragua in 


MIKASA 


the third round. 

Paragua took solace for nailing another 
GM result, his fourth in the last four 
months and filth overall. 

GM Wu Wenjin of China finished solo 
third with 6.5 points. 

Fide Master Julio Catalino Sadorra, the 
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other Filipino in the 48-man field, scalped 
Gurpeet Pal Sing of India after 34 moves of 
an Old Indian Defense to raise his total of 
5.5 points and share eighth to 11th places. 

in the Challengers Open, Rosulo Cabu- 
sora of Isabela defeated Boy T of Indonesia 
to finish fourth with 6.5 points. 

Philippine fivetime executive grand 
champion Dr. Jenny Mayor finished with 
5.5 points and shared eighth to 13th places 
with National Chess Federation of the 
зараа асе Wilfredo Aba- 
los. 

India dominated the Asian Youth 
Championships with eight individual and 


seven team gold medals. 

The Philippine age-group participants 
‘were Marco Polo Rosete (5.5 points), Jesus 
Alfonso Datu (4.5), Randolf Dalauta (4.5), 
Leo Daylo Jt (45) and Miggo Vittorio 
Mejico (2.5) in the boys 14-under, Franz 
Robert Grafil (5.5), Jose Valera Jarvis (3.0) 
and Aleksandrei Raphael Juloya (2.5) in 
the boys’ 12-under and Jimi de la Cruz 
(255) in the boys 10-under; Maria Virginia 
Gonzales (4.0) and Mary Meolla Villani 
va (3.5) in the girls’ 14-under; Jedara Do- 
cena (6.0) in the girls’ 12-under, and Je- 
selle Anne Cara (2.0) in the girls’ 10-under. 

NM Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 
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Tigresses stake clean record 
vs Lady Pirates in V-League 


UNBEATEN defending champion University of 
Santo Tomas and resurgent Lyceum dash today 
in the Shakeys V-League second conference at 
the Rizal Memorial Coliseum. 

Although the UST Tigresses appear awesome 
with their four-game streak, induding an em- 
phatic straight-set victory over the Lady Tams 
last Thursday, the Lady Pirates have regained 
their bearing and form after dropping their first 
two games by posting back-to-back victories. 

‘That makes the 1 p.m. encounter doubly in- 
teresting with the Muralla-based spikers expect- 


ed to come out strong and spring a surprise 
against the most fancied team in the fold. 

'UST coach August Sta. Maria knows fully well 
the challenge ahead. 

“Malakas din ang team na ito, magaling din 
dumepensa (This team is also strong, itis good 
defensively)” said Sta. Maria, who drew a com- 
bined 31 hits from Kate Co Yu Kang, Roxanne Pi- 
mentel and Mary Jean Balse in their victory over 
FEU that lasted a litle more than an hour. 

“The power hitting troika is again expected to 
lead UST in its quest for a fifth straight victory 


heading into the holiday break of this event 
sponsored by Shakeys Pizza and backed by 
Dunkin Donuts, HBC Home of Beauty Exdu- 
sives, Smart and PLOT with Mikasa and Accel as 
official volleyball and outfitter, respectively. 

Inthe other game, FEU hopes to improve its 1- 
4 (win-oss) slate asit plays harc-luck San Sebas- 
tian College in the 3 p.m. encounter. The Lady 
Stags are winless in four games, 

The USF-Lyceum game will be telecast on IBC 
13 starting at 3 pm. while the FEU-SSC en- 
counter will beaired tomorrow, also at 3 p.m. 


Morales rules out 
Pacquiao rumble, 
eyes new division 


By Salven L. Lagumbay 
Contributor 


The historic, 4-year MOA 


MANY called after reading my 
piece here yesterday where 1 
mentioned about a basketball 
milestone—the cementing of 
partnership berween the Philip- 


pine Basketball Association and ДЇ 5, p3 ^ 
the Basketball Association ofthe Meri {ога aX H 
Philippines. Amid detraction 4 
and misguided missiles aimed 
more at destroying than devel- 
oping basketball in the land, 
here come PBA Commissioner 
Noli Eala and BAP secretary 
general Graham Lim signing a 
historic Memorandum of Agree- 
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think my friend Jose Luis Castillo 
(curent МВС lightweight 
champ) will also go up in 
weight." 

Morales came to Argentina up- 
оп the invitation of cable channel 
Space which has asked him to an- 
notate his own fights in a special | ment (MOA) to ensure a harmo- 
program that Space will air on | nious relationship from here on 
Saturday on the South Cone of | beween the country's major 
South America. basketball forces. In case some- 

"fm here on vacation, though | body missed out on the MOAS 
its always good to also think of | first point that 1 wrote about 
doing some business,” Morales | here yesterday, I'm printing be- 
told Fightnews. Jow all eight points of the MOA. 

“We're planning to bring some 1. The selection, formation, 
Mesican fighters that 1 represent | training and maintenance of the 
to fight in Argentina next year” | Philippine National Men's (Se. 
he added. niors) Basketball Team that will 

When asked on his take about | compete in elite international 
Oscar De La Hoya asa promoter, | events enumerated hereunder 
Morales told Fightnews: “I think | shall be solely and exclusively 
De La Hoya's ego is bigger than | vested in the PBA. 
the boxers he manages. That's 2. The Philippine National 
why you can see his name ali | Basketball Team that will be 
around the place when he putsa | handled by the PBA in accor- 
fight on. Yer, the only big fight his | dance with the preceding para- 
company won was Barrera | graph shall panicipate and com- 
against me. Without а doubt, the | pete in the following imema- 
best promotional company is Top | tional events: a) Fiba-Asia men's 
Rank.” Championship, b) R. William 

“From now on ГИ fight for any | Jones Cup, and. c) Fiba-Asia 
title that I ean afford to. Champions Cup—provided 
100-percent loyalty to the WBC, | that, in the case of the Fiba-Asia 
yet I acknowledge their titles, | Champions Cup, the PBA may 
along with WBAS, are the most | opt at its own discretion, to send 
prestigious ones,” Morales said. а PBA-member professional 

“Unfortunately, there still is | team with imports; provided, fi- 


6. Upon signing hereof, the 
PBA will start the formation of 
the national squad by appoint- 
ing and naming the National 
Team's head coach. Said head 
coach shall have sole authority 
to choose his coaching staff. Said 
head coach shall also present his 
player selection process, train- 
ing program, competition 
schedule and team budget and 
will present his “program of ac- 
tion” for the team to the PBA for 
approval of the necessary fund- 
ing for said program. The BAP 
will submit a short list of three 
(3) coaches from which the Na- 
tional Team head coach will 
choose one (1) who will then 
serve as one of three (3) assis- 
tant coaches. The BAP and PBA 
will make a joint public an- 
nouncement of the appointment 
of the head coach and his staff. 

7. The Philippine National 
Team to the ABC Men's Basket- 
ball Championship, the Jones 
Cup and the ABC Champions 
Cup for the next four years (up. 
to year 2008) will avail of the 
funds/arrangemenıs, if any, pro- 
vided for and undertaken by the 
organizers of the said competi- 
tions as far as the corresponding 
plane fare, billeting accommo- 
dations, and the like for the 
Philippine Men's National Team 
are concemed. In this connec- 
tion, the BAP will take charge of 
the documentation of the offi- 
cial men's basketball delegation 
to the said international compe- 
titions, including travel papers 
and the required accreditation 
from the organizers. 

8. All other matters not cov- 
егей by this Agreement shall be 
discussed by the parties and mu 
tually agreed upon taking inte 
consideration the general iner- 
est of the team and Philippine , 


ERIK Morales, another great 
Mexican fighter, has ruled out a 
future rumble with Filipino ring 
icon Manny Pacquiao. 

While admitting he would 
have loved a clash with Pacquiao, 
recent developments have ruined 
the possibility of Morales сой 
ing with the Ring Magazine 
featherweight champion next 
year. 

"Td like to take on Manny Pac- 
quiao, but I think he's already set 
for Juan Manuel Marquez,” said 

ч Morales during а well-atrended 

ROXANNE Pimentel of UST blocks the ball from PSC's Rosemarie get-together with the media in 

Parochina during their recent duel. Buenos Aires, Argentina, where 


PMI woodpushers paa 
rule Cusa tourney 


Pacquiao will be going for the 
WBA-IBF title of Marquez again 

PHILIPPINE Maritime Institute 

ruled the 10th Colleges and Uni- 


оп Feb. 26, 2005 in a rematch of 
their first encounter last May that 

versities Sports Association (Cusa) 

chess tournament at the Function 


ended in a draw. 
бао wins, Morales said 
the Filipino would likely go for a 
second meeting with Marco Anto- 
nio Barrera, who had beaten him 
Room of World Citi Colleges re- 
cently, 
"The Admirals finished with 39.0 
points to share top spot with Tech- 
nological Institute of the Philippines 


al champ Intemational Master 
Ronald Dableo, Anatoly Neri, Ricar- 
do Salvador, Jilly Maximo and Rus- 
sell Bautista. 

Far third was Metro Manila Col- 
lege with 29.5 points, the same out- 
put of fourth placer St. Jude College 
and fifth placer Manuel L Quezon 
University 


bers Marcelo “Bobot” Adanza 
and Roel Degamo, former board 
member Melimor Saycon and city 
councilor Banny Mamigo. 

“Through this tournament, we 
hope to showcase our province as 
a prime tourist destination and a 
sports mecca as well,” said Ar- 
naiz, himself a sportsman who is 
into diving and other adventure 
spons. 

last years champions Philip- 
pine Maritime Institute (seniors), ` 
San Beda College (juniors) and 
Lyceum (women's) will be back 
to defend their crowns against 
the top teams from the country's 
various regions. 

As hosts, Negros Oriental is al- 
lowed to field a team in all three 
categories. Four college teams, 
meanwhile, will be coming from 
the National Capital Region, 
cluding reigning titlist PMI. 


in their epic third fight recently. 
Morales said he does not have 
the luxury of time waiting for a 
bout with Pacquiao because he 
wants to move up to the next 
higher division. 
and take home the tile after the ‘The victory in chess was the third tween March and April and I racism in the US when it comes to nally, that the ВАР and PBA may 
tiebreak. in five events this year for the Sta. think Га do the last fight at 130 boxing. Thats why Mexican mutually agree to allow the 
"The team handled by Inema- Cruz-based squad folowing their pounds before going up to 135,” fighters have to do ‘something | PBA-backed team to participate 
„onal Master Ildefonso Datu is success in men’s and women’s bas- said Morales. else, ‘something special’ in order | and compete in other elite inter- 
“composed of Amel Dableo, younger ketball. NM Marlon Bernardino, “Next September, though, Ill to gain the TV companies’ recog- | national tournaments as both 
brother of reigning Asian 3.2a Zon- Contributor challenge for the 135-1b title as I1 nition,” he added. parties may deem fit and appro- 
А 1 h . 3. This agreement shall com- 
mence upon signing hereof and 
Negros Oriental to host national students 2272: 2 
# agreement may be renewed up- 
ITHE PROVINCE of Negros Oriental E on mutual agreement of the par- 
and the city of Dumaguete will host: kan 
"rhe 59th edition of the National йа for k 
ps ing, forming, and training basketball, 
“Suden Basketball Championship and maintaining the Philippine ВАР president Tiny Literal“ 
гоп Feb. 27 to March 5, 2005. National Men's Team, the PBA and PBA chair Buddy Encarnado 
a i shall be authorized and allowed  acied as witnesses to the signing 
e wan ы aliens to exclusively raise and source ofthe MOA. 
, r a m cu 
«Pie province, met wih Basker, aa ی‎ Мы MER 
ill Association of the Philippines Team Sj i ir g 
ponsorship and Mer- greetings to the living cycling 
окен сын chandisimg, Sale of Television legend, Jesus A. Garcia Jt, who 
lm on Thursday to iron out the Coverage Rights and Receipts штей а new leaf yesterday, a 
5 The wil з from Ticket Sales of Exhibition day after boxing idol Manny 
& This will be the first time that Games of the Men's Team, Pacquiao turned 26 on Dec. 17. 
hodie ма н 5. The PBA shall have full and Like Rob Dix, the chicks king of 
ner Secondary and Inter Colle: bursement of the funds raised distributed grocery items to the. 
йош сюе. LÎ | for the Philippine National folk of GenSan, his city of birth. 
= as held jn Licet Qu GRAHAM Lim (left) and Negros Oriental Gov. George Arnaiz seal the нр жле шаган ud Gapos MA а 
а. : à x Unlimited in 
Governor Amaiz was accom- Saycon (2nd from left), Roel Degamo, Marcelo Adanza and Жай шарк ара ил мы солае а 
panied by provincial board mem- 


“Most likely ТЇ fight next be- 
Е priate. 
4, In carrying the task of se- 

;. This was confirmed by Negros 

shall include but not limited to FASTBREAK, Belated birthday 
details ofthe tournament, 

complete control in the dis- Northem Luzon, Pacquiao also 
caging was held in Lucena, Que- 

date, Barangay Casilagan. Cheers! 

Dumaguete City councilor Banny Mamigo (2nd from right). = cM 
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 SundaySPORTS 


SINGAPORE MASTERS 


ark loses title via tiebreak | 


the point with Chinese GM Zhang Pengxiang after 34 


F ILIPINO Grandmaster-candidate Mark Paragua halved 


moves of a Sicilian Defense in the ninth and final round to 
finish as runner-up in the Singapore Masters International 
Open Chess Championships Friday night at the Tao Nan 
School, Marine Crescent District in Singapore. 


‘The 20-year-old Paragua finished with 
7.0 points in а tie with Indonesian GM Su- 
santo Megaranto, who stunned top seed 
GM Xu Jun of China in 53 moves ofa Sicil- 
ian Skirmish. 

Megaranto emerged with superior 
tiebreak points despite losing to Paragua in 


MIKASA 


Parochina during their recent duel. 


PMI woodpushers 
rule Cusa tourney 


PHILIPPINE Maritime Institute 
ruled the 10th Colleges and Uni- 
versities Sports Association (Cusa) 
chess tournament at the Function 
Room of World Citi Colleges re- 
cently, 

‘The Admirals finished with 39.0 
points to share top spot with Tech- 
nological Institute of the Philippines 
and take home the title after the 
tiebreak. 

The team handled by Intema- 
gional Master Ildefonso Баш is 
‘composed of Amel Dableo, younger 
brother of reigning Asian 3.2a Zon- 


Negros Oriental to host national students 


4 
{THE PROVINCE of Negros Oriental 

“and the city of Dumaguete will host 
Ўфе 59th edition of the National 

„Students Basketball Championship 
‘on Feb. 27 to March 5, 2005. 

This was confirmed by Negros 

"Oriental Gov. George Araiz, 
who, together with key officials 

f the province, met with Basket- 
ball Association of the Philippines 
(BAP) secretary general Graham 

Lim on Thursday to iron out the 
details of the tournament. 

Se This will be the first time that 
"Negros Oriental will host the 
event also known as the National 
Inter-Secondary and Inter-Colle- 
giate Basketball Championships. 

last years national students 
caging was held in Lucena, Que- 
zon, through Gov. Wilfredo En- 
verga. 

Governor Arnaiz was accom- 
panied by provincial board mem- 


thethird round. 

Paragua took solace for nailing another 
GM result, his fourth in the last four 
months and fifth overall. 

GM Wu Wenjin of China finished solo 
third with 65 points. 

Fide Master Julio Catalino Sadorra, the 
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other Filipino in the 48-man field, scalped 
Gurpeet Pal Sing of India after 34 moves of 
an Old Indian Defense to raise his total of 
5.5 points and share eighth to 11th places. 

In the Challengers Open, Rosulo Cabu- 
sora of Isabela defeated Boy T of Indonesia. 
to finish fourth with 6.5 points. 

Philippine five-time executive grand 
champion Dr. Jenny Mayor finished with 
5.5 points and shared eighth to 13th places 
with National Chess Federation of the 
Philipines (NCP) deco Wied Aba- 
los. 


India dominated the Asian Youth 
Championships with eight individual and 


seven team gold medals. 

‘The Philippine age-group participants 
were Marco Polo Rosete (5.5 points), Jesus 
Alfonso Datu (4.5), Randolf Dalauta (45), 
Leo Daylo Jt. (45) and Miggo Vittorio 
Mejico (25) in the boys’ 14-under; Franz 
Robert Grafil (5.5), Jose Valera Jarvis (3.0) 
and Aleksandrei Raphael Juloya (2.5) in 
the boys’ 12-under and Jimri de la Cruz 
(25) in the boys’ 10-under; Maria Virginia. 
Gonzales (4.0) and Mary Меойа Villanue- 
va (35) in the giri 14-under; Jedara Do- 
cena (6.0) in the girls 12-under, and Je- 
selle Anne Cara (2.0) in the girls 10-under. 

NM Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 


al champ Intemational Master 
Ronald Dableo, Anatoly Neri, Ricar- 
do Salvador, Jilly Maximo and Rus- 
sell Bautista. 

Tar third wes Metro Manila Col- 
lege with 29.5 points, the same out- 
putof fourth placer St. Jude College 
and fifth placer Manuel L. Quezon 
Universing 

‘The victory in chess was the third 
in five events this year for the Sta. 
Cruz-based squad following their 
success in men’s and women's bas- 
ketball. NM Marion Bernardino, 
Contributor 


UNBEATEN defending champion University of 
Santo Tomas and resurgent Lyceum clash today 
in the Shakey's V-League second conference at 
the Rizal Memorial Coliseum. 

Although the UST Tigresses appear awesome 
with their four-game streak, including an em- 
phatic straight-set victory over the Lady Tams 
last Thursday, the Lady Pirates have regained 
their bearing and form after dropping their frst 
two games by posting back-to-back victories. 

‘That makes the 1 p.m. encounter doubly in- 
teresting with the Muralla-based spikers expect- 


Morales rules out 
Pacquiao rumble, 
eyes new division 


By Salven L. Lagumbay 
Contributor (current 
champ) 
ERIK Morales, another great weight.” 
Mexican fighter, has ruled out a 
future rumble with Filipino ring 
icon Manny Pacquiao. 

While admitting he would 
have loved a clash with Pacquiao, 
recent developments have ruined 
the possibility of Morales collid- 
ing with the Ring Magazine 
featherweight champion next 
year. 

“Pd like to take on Manny Pac- 
quiao, but 1 think he's already set 
for Juan Manuel Marquez," said 
Morales during a well-attended 
get-together with the media in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, where 
he and his girlfriend are currently 
vacationing. 

Pacquiao will be going for the 
WBA-IBF title of Marquez again 
on Feb. 26, 2005 in a rematch of 
their first encounter last May that 
ended ina draw. 

If Pacquiao wins, Morales said 
the Filipino would likely go for a 
second meeting with Marco Anto- 
nio Barrera, who had beaten him 
in their epic third fight recently. 

Morales said he does not have 
the luxury of time waiting for a 
bout with Pacquiao because he 
wants to move up to the next 
higher division. 

"Most likely ГЇ fight next be- 
tween March and April and 1 
think Га do the last fight at 130 
pounds before going up to 135,” 
said Morales. 

“Next September, though, ГИ 
challenge for the 135-1b title as 1 


Saturday 


he added. 
Ке 


сотрапу 


Rank." 


bers Marcelo "Bobbor" Adanza 
and Roel Degamo, former board 
member Melimor Saycon and city 
councilor Banny Mamigo. 

"Through this tournament, we 
hope to showcase our province as 
a prime tourist destination and a 
sports mecca as well,” said Ar- 
пай, 
into diving and other adventure 
sports. 

Last year's champions Philip- 
pine Maritime Institute (seniors), 
San Beda College (juniors) and 
Lyceum (women's) wil 
to defend their crowns against 
the top teams from the country's 
various regions. 

As hosts, Negros Oriental is al- 
lowed to field a team in all three 
categories. Four college teams, 
meanwhile, will be coming from 
the National Capi 
cluding reigning titlist PMI. 


imself a sportsman who is 


be back 


1 Region, in- 


think my friend Jose Luis Castillo 
will 


Morales came to Argentina up- 
on the invitation of cable channel 
Space which has asked him to an- 
notate his own fights in a special 
program that Space will air on 
n the South Cone of 
South America. 
'm here on vacation, though 
it's always good to also think of 
doing some business,” Morales 
told Fightnews. 

“We're planning to bring some 
Mexican fighters that I represent 
to fight in Argentina next year” 


When asked on his take about 
Oscar De La Hoya as a promoter, 
Morales told Fightnews: “I think 
De La Hoya's ego is bigger than 
the boxers he manages. Thats 
why you can see his name all 
around the place when he puts a 
fight on. Yer, the only big fight his 


against me. Without a doubt, the 
best promotional company is Top 


“From now on I'l fight for any 
title that I can afford to. No more 
100-percent loyalty to the WBC, 
yet | acknowledge their tides, 
along with WBAS, are the most 
prestigious ones," 

infortunately, there still is 
racism in the US when it comes to 
boxing. Thats why Mexican 
fighters have to do ‘something 
else, ‘something special’ in order 
to gain the TV companies recog- 
nition,” he added. 


GRAHAM Lim (left) and Negros Oriental Gov. George Arnaiz seal the. 
province's hosting of the 59th National Students Basketball 
Championships. With them are provincial board members Melimor 
Saycon (2nd from left), Roel Degamo, Marcelo Adanza and 
Dumaguete City councilor Banny Mamigo (2nd from right). 


ed to come out strong and spring a surprise 
against the most fancied team in the fold. 

UST coach August Sta. Maria knows fully w 
the challenge ahead. 

“Malakas din ang team na ito, magaling din 
dumepensa (This team is also strong, it is good 
defensively),” said Sta. Maria, who drew a com- 
bined 31 hits from Kate Co Yu Kang, Roxanne Pi- 
mentel and Mary Jean Balse in their victory over 
FEU that lasted a litle more than an hour. 

“The power hitting troika is again expected to 
lead UST in its quest for a fifth straight victory 
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PARAGUA: Fifth GM result 


порното, 


Bi Tigresses stake clean record 
ET vs Lady Pirates in V-League 


heading into the holiday break of this event 
sponsored by Shakey's Pizza and backed by 
Dunkin Donuts, HBC Home of Beauty Exclu- 
sives, Smart and PLDT with Mikasa and Accel as 
official volleyball and outfitter, respectively. 

Inthe other game, FEU hopes to improve its 1- 
4 (win-loss) slate as it plays hard-luck San Sebas- 
tian College in the 3 p.m. encounter The Lady 
‘Stags are winless in four games, 

The UST-Lyceum game will be telecast on TBC 
13 starting at 3 p.m. while the FEU-SSC en- 
counter will be aired tomorrow, also at 3 p.m. 


WBC lightweight 


also go up in 


vested in the PBA. 


Won was Barrera 


tional events: a 


Champions 


jorales said. a PBA-member 


priate. 


ties. 


date. 


The historic, 4-year MOA 


MANY called after reading my 
piece here yesterday where 1 
mentioned about a basketball 
milestone--the cementing of 
partnership between the Philip- 


pine Basketball Association and Д/ 5. a 
the Basketball Association of he дорога & K4 
Philippines. Amid  detraction 4 
and misguided missiles aimed 
more at destroying than devel- 
oping basketball in the land, 
here come PBA Commissioner 
Noli Eala and BAP secretary 
general Graham Lim signing a 
historic Memorandum of Agree 
ment (MOA) to ensure a harmo- 
nious relationship from here on 
between the country’s major 
basketball forces. In case some- 
body missed out on the MOAs 
first point that 1 wrote about 
here yesterday, Fm printing be- 
low all eight points of the MOA. 

1. The selection, formation, 
training and maintenance of the 
Philippine National Men's (Se- 
niors) Basketball Team that will 
compete in elite international 
events enumerated hereunder 
shall be solely and exclusively 


2. The Philippine National 
Basketball Team that will be 
handled by the PBA in accor- 
dance with the preceding para- 
graph shall participate and com- 
pete in the following interna- 
x-Asia men's 
Championship, b) R. William 
Jones Cup, and. с) Fiba-Asia 

Cup--provided 
that, in the case of the Fiba-Asia 
Champions Cup, the PBA may 
optat its own discretion, to send 
professional 
team with imports; provided, fi- 
nally, that the BAP and PBA may 
mutually agree to allow the 
PBA-backed ream го participate 
and compete in other elite imer- 
national tournaments as both 
parties may deem fit and appro- 


3. This agreement shall com- 
mence upon signing hereof and 
end in December 31, 2008. This 
agreement may be renewed up- 
on mutual agreement of the par- 


4. In carrying the task of se- 
lecting, forming, and training 
and maintaining the Philippine 
National Men's Team, the PBA 
shall be authorized and allowed 
to exclusively raise and source 
the necessary funding which 
shall include but not limited to 
Team Sponsorship and Mer- 
chandising, Sale of Television 
Coverage Rights and Receipts 
from Ticket Sales of Exhibition 
Games of the Men's Team. 

5. The PBA shall have full and 
complete control in the dis- 
bursement of the funds raised 
for the Philippine National 
Men's Team, provided that the 
BAP shall receive a developmen- 
tal subsidy, the amount of which 
shall be agreed upon at a later 
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6. Upon signing hereof, the 
PBA will start the formation of 
the national squad by appoint- 
ing and naming the National 
Team's head coach. Said head 
coach shall have sole authority 
to choose his coaching staff. Said 
head coach shall also present his 
player selection process, train- 
ing program, competition 
schedule and team budget and 
will present his “program of ac- 
tion” for the team to the PBA for 
approval of the necessary fund- 
ing for said program. The BAP 
will submit a shor list of three 
(3) coaches from which the Na- 
tional Team head coach will 
choose one (1) who will then 
serve as one of three (3) assis- 
tant coaches. The BAP and PBA 
will make a joint public an- 
nouncementof the appointment 
ofthe head coach and his staff. 

7. The Philippine National 
‘Team to the ABC Men's Basket- 
ball Championship, the Jones 
Cup and the ABC Champions 
Cup for the next four years (up 
to year 2008) will avail of the 
funds/arrangements, Гапу, pro- 
vided for and undertaken by the 
organizers of the said competi- 
tions as far as the corresponding 
plane fare, billeting accommo- 
dations, and the like for the 
Philippine Men's National Team 
are concerned. In this connec- 
tion, the BAP will take charge of 
the documentation of the offi- 
cial men's basketball delegation 
to the said international compe- 
titions, including travel papers 
and the required accreditation 
from the organizers. 

8. All other matters not cov- 
ered by this Agreement shall be. 
discussed by the parties and mu: . 
tually agreed upon taking into * 
consideration the general imer- 
est of the team and Philippine , 
basketball, : 

BAP president Tiny Literal" 

and PBA chair Buddy Encarnado 
acted as witnesses to the signing 
ofthe MOA. 
FASTBREAK. Belated birthday 
greetings to the living cycling 
legend, Jesus A. Garcia Jr, who 
turned а new leaf yesterday, a 
day after boxing idol Manny 
Pacquiao turned 26 on Dec. 17. 
Like Rob Dix, the chicks king of 
Northern Luzon, Pacquiao also 
distributed grocery items to the 
folk of GenSan, his city of birth. 
Rob, together with his wile 
Rose, did their own gift-giving 
yesterday to their neighbors and 
employees at Chix Unlimited in 
Barangay Casilagan, Cheersl 
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rider cant asi zat 


ADIVING Mi-Ran Lim of Korea steals second base as RP Blu 


Japanese Asian softball 
champs; Blu Girls fifth 


OWERHOUSE Japan white- 
P washed surprise finalist Chi 

nese-Taipei in a game devoid 
of drama and fire, 5-0, to capture 
the eighth Asian women's softball 


championship yesterday at the 
Rizal Memorial stadium. 


Three pitchers who led the Japanese to 
a bronze medal finish in the last Olympic 
Games again did a magnificent job, com- 
bining fora three-hitter as Japan regained 
the crown it lost to eventual third placer 
China in 1987. 

Juri Takayama threw a one-hitter in 
four innings, reliever Yukuki Ueno shut 
out the opposition in two innings of relief 

and closer Yuko Endo gave up two as the 
Japanese proved too classy and too good 
for a Taiwanese squad making its first ever 
appearance in the finals. 

Still, it was a memorable stint for the 
Taiwanese, who were never expected to 
go this far in the tournament that attract- 
ed arecord-tying 12 nations. 

The Taiwanese moved up in the one- 
game finals against the heavily favored 
Japanese after beating China, 5-4, earlier 
in the day. 

The top three finishers advanced to the 
world meet in 2006 in Beijing. 

While the Japanese hurlers silenced the 
Taiwanese bats, their teammates frolicked 
in offense against Taiwanese starter 
Chuen Ming-hui and reliever Lin Su-hua, 
who gave up a total of six hits. 

Emi Enoi led Japan's big offensive with two 
hits, including a double with two outs in the sec- 
ond inning of the tile playoff on a windless af- 
temoon before a crowd of 1,000. 


IN VITA! 
T 


JUNAL, 


The Japanese clinched their fourth title 
since the inaugural tournament in 1967 in 
Manila, tying the title harvest of fallen 
champion, China, which ruled the last 
four editions in an amazing streak that 
started in 1987 in Tokyo. 

Japan last won the championship in 
1974 in Manila at the expense of an RP 
team led by Aleli Nabong, Letty Gempisao 
and Julita Tayo. 

1n an earlier game, the Philippine Blu 
Girls salvaged a 10-9 win over South Ko- 
rea, to place fifth in the meet organized by 
the Amateur Softball Association of the 
Philippines headed by former Manila Con- 
gressman Harry C. Angping. 

Reliever Haidilyn Arca pitched her way 
out of trouble in the upper seventh inning, 
retiring Kim Ji Eun for the final out with 
runners on first and second base to stop a 
late, but determined rally by the Koreans. 

The Blu Girls, who have never won this 
tournament, earned the right to challenge 
the Koreans for fifth place by beating In- 
donesia in an abbreviated game in the 
morning, 12-1. 

The Taiwanese stunned the heavily fa- 
vored Chinese, thanks to a run-scoring 
single to center by Li Ching off Yu Hui in 
the eighth inning that ended the tight con- 
test. 

With their bats booming, the Blu Girls 
scored two runs in the first, three in the 
second and another two in the third be- 
fore adding another three in the fifth and 
sixth innings for a 10-5 lead. 

But the Koreans refused to go down 
without a fight and bunched in four runs 
on three hits off the tiring Arca in a scorch- 
ing rally that ended when Eun flied out to 
center on a 1-3 pitch for the final out. 


PHU-AM 


CHAMPS: Carito Villaroman (third from right) and other winners of the Ideal Travel 

and Tours Invitational Pro-Am, from left, Tetsuo Ochi, Rey Alit and Juvic Pagunsan display 
their trophies during Tuesday's awarding ceremonies. Others in photo are, ITT chair Nicole 
Uri (second from left) and ITT director Kurt Verano (right). 


d 


IN A FITTING yearendes the Na- 
tional Motorcycle Sports and Safety 
Association (NAMSSA) will honor 
the best and the brightest personali- 
ties in local motorcycle sports in the 
annual awards night on Dec. 22. 

Caltex Revtex's Glen Aguilar and 
Kenneth San Andres, who dominat- 
ей the local motocross scene in the 
year about to end, head the lis of 
awardees in the annual awards 
night starting at 7 p.m. at The Pent- 
house Club in Makati. 

‘Aguilar made history by winning 
an unprecedented eighth straight 
"Rider of the Year” award in the 
2004 Philippine National Motocross 
Series held in Tuguegarao, La Union 
and Puerto Princesa City, Palawan 
and the 2004 Camel Motocross Se- 
ries held in Roxas City and Bacolod 
су 

San Andres, the "Wonder Boy” of 
local motocross, is the runaway 
winner of the "Rookie of the Year" 
award. The Caltex campaigner 
from Valenzuela routed his older 


bg 


nu 


Namssa to honor 
year's best riders 


and more-experienced rivals in the 
novice open and novice 125 cate- 
gores. 

NAMSSA president Ken Falco 
and FIM Asian Motocross, Super- 
ross & Enduro Commission Presi- 
dent director Macky Carapiet will 
present the awards to the outstand- 
ing riders this year. 

Also to be awarded are Jolet Jao, 
who swept the titles in both the 
Shell Advance Super Bike Series or- 
ganized by the Batangas Racing Cir- 
cuit and the Shell Advance Super 
Scooter Series organized by the EL. 
Racing Technology, and La Union's 
Patrick Orbe, who copped the pee- 
wee title over equally talented Jeric 
Mitra of Nueva Ecija and Rafael En- 
riquez of Team Dickies-PAL. 

Other citations are for Raphásl 
Enriquez as Visayan Peewee Motó- 
corss Champion, Joanna Areglado 
Visayan Junior Motocross Champi- 
on and Camel Filters for supporting 
the development of motocross 
the country today. 


And she'll 
he on the 


NOTHING ELSE CAN PROTECT YOUR ENGINE BETTER THAN NEW MOBIL 1 
THERE ARE MORE THAN 20 PATENTS ON ITS SUPERSYN ANTI-WEAR TECHNOLOGY. 


—— 
Did you know when heat 


and friction push a conventional oil 


to its breaking point, metal touches metai 
and engine wear occurs? But the harder heat 
and friction stress new Mobil 1 


with its patented SuperSyn anti 
wear technology, the harder it pushes. 
back. So it gives you a last line of 
defence against engine we 


ir that's. 


purchase of 4 liters 
Mobil 1 engine 


o 


virtually impenetrable, As much as they 
wish they could, no other ой can give you 
SuperSyn anti-wear technology. Nothing 
outperforms new Mobil 1. 


oil 
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Mobil commana ratomance 
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Now, you 

together with your order of The Real New Yor! 

and you'll get a Hawaiian Supreme or Pep| 
Call 911-11-11 now. Serving most areas 


You can also ORDER THRU T| 
Type your NAME «space» ADDRESS «space? 1+1 Deal PIZZA 


For questions, comments. SMART Hotline at 889-1111, send a text mes 
mme 


911-11-11 (Text PIZZAHUT to 2111 


Amazing First In Delivery Service 
rom SMART Buddy And Pizza Hut! 


Era SSE IPS EE EDEN VENIS 
maban романнан 


delivered to you! Just purchase it SMART Buddy-Pizz Hue 1+1 Deal (Dine-in, Take-out & Delivery) 
i pa H - SMART Buddy P300 CALL & TEXT Cards (Delivery only) 
ker Pizza or any” Pan Pizza, · SMART BuddyLoad (Dine-in and Take-out only) 
i i жж 
peroni Pan Pizza РВЕЕ##!  ,,., tani sizes tavors except Dele Cheese, 
in Metro Manila. NS at Neo Yortan AE I "= =з 


EXT! You can also avail of the SMART Buddy-Pizza Hut 1+1 Deal via SIM swap! 
1 Simply swap your active non-SMART SIM to the SMART Buddy Super SIM 3, load P60 together 


h ORDER and send it to 0918-911-11-11. with your pizza order and get your FREE Pan Pizza! Available for Dine-in and Take-out only. 


eS eee x Р 
or details. PED d ot 
> К See fers for deta. 


Promo runs from December 19, 2004 to january 31, 2005. 
excess of the FREE TEXT allocation), e-mail us ar custemercars@zmart.com.ph. or visit the SMART Wi u Per DTENCR Permit No. 6066, Senes of 3004, 
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Wildcats extinguish Flaming Arrows, gain NCRAA q'finals 


THE NATIONAL College of Business Ad- 
ministration Wildcats needed a big push 
from Eric Tingzon in the fihal quarter to 
beat the Arellano University Flaming Ar- 
rows, 77-66, Friday and gain the last quar- 
terfinals berth in the 12th National Capital 
Region Athletic Association (NCRAA) men's 
basketball toumamentat the EAC gym. 
‘Tingzon tallied a game-high 27 points 
and came up with heads-up plays in the 
last 10 minutes, allowing the Wildcats to 


Join Rizal Technological University in the 
Group B quarterfinals after both finished 
the elimination round with 6-2 win-loss 
records, Early qualifiers La Selle-Dasmari- 
базала Arellano also wound up at 6-2. 

NGBAS triumph enabled the Wildcats 
to avoid complications going into the 
quarterfinals. 

In Group A, Jester Ebuen hit 14 points 
as Emilio Aguinaldo College swept its 
seven-game assignment and formalized 


its entry into the quarterfinals. 
Carlo Castillo shot two triples with 
7 to go to help the Generals move 
ahead by 10 in the second quarter, 32-22. 
Tingzon hit nine points in the last can- 
to, including a triple with 8:08 left, which 
broke а 55-all count. This touched off a 
decisive 8-0 run which put the Wildcats in 
control in the remaining time, 63-55. 
Tingzon's layup with 4:51 remaining 
saw the Wildcats taking a 68-59 edge 


while George de la Cruz's putback 30 
seconds later allowed NCBA to move 
ahead, 70-61. 

Meanwhile, the league takes a break 
during the Christmas holidays and will 
resume hostilities in January 2005. 

The seo 

First game 

EAC 96—Ebuen 14, Sabado 13, Sonpoo 9, 
Quiambao 9, Rivera 8, Musni 8, Casto 8, Марат. 
4o 4, Baybay 4, Valderama 3, Buenale 3, Pasaol 2. 


LA SALLE-MANILA 61—Nleves 13, Albano 8, 
Boriaza 8, Bagos В, Vijandre 5, Sy 5, Chang 4, Teve 
2, Meneses 1, Reyes 1. 

Halftime: 42-32. 

Second game 

NCBA 77—Tingzon 27, Opalla 13, Torculas 12, De 
la Cruz 11, Rules 8, Santos 4, Sugulan2, Kong 0. 

ARELLANO 66—Martinez 16, Bollver 17, Daroya 
31, Carino 9, Martinez 6, Tumulak 3, Magcawas 2, 
Estilo 2. Na pak 

Halftime: 40-33, me 


Real Spicy leads 
uerra stable 
Juvenile entries 


ness winner Real Quiet and the 2nd 
leg champion of the Juvenile Cham- 
pionship Series, is expected to go up 
as the first pick alongside his cou- 
pled bet Eye Candy, theres 

problem that might go against his 
goal to keep his winning run intact. 

Real Spicy will be running for the 
first time over the onexmile dis- 
tance, which augurs well for both 
Eye Candy and Euro Bucks who will 
run under the Herma Farms colors. 

“Kailangang mai-pace ko nang 
mabuti pero tingin ko kaya niya 
Jung distansiya ( need to pace him 
‘well but 1 think he can handle the 
distance)” said Dilema, whose 
mount is unbeaten in four starts at 
the SLLP so far 

Jesse Guce is once again han- 
dling Eye Candy, 2 narrow loser to 
another Esguerra ber, Lamborghini, 
in the recent Marho Breeders Cup 
Juvenile Filles. 

"Ganuon uli ang diskarte. Magal- 
ing yan pag nanggagaling sa likod 
(Gust like the same strategy She's 
good when coming off the Ба," 
said Guce on the daughter of Mr 
Sutter and Rare Rusty Rose. 

Esguerra has decided to keep vet- 
eran Virgilio Camafiero Jr for Euro 


By Edwin Villanueva 
Contributor 


HERMIE Esguerra's three-pronged 
threat in Real Spicy, Eye Candy and 
Euro Bucks is what the other con- 
tenders will ay to dismande in the 
PL.67-million Juvenile Champi- 
onship today at the San Lazaro 
Leisure Park. 

‘And what makes experts foresee 
that either one of them might just 
тип away with the cool P1 million. 
top prize in the 1,600-meter bande 
among 2-year-old gallopers? 

First, Real Spicy is on a roll, 
breezing through five straight wins 
since Aug. 27 and a sixth appears 
bright on the horizon with ace jock- 
ey Pat Dilema once again manning 
the reins for this aftemoon's jour- 
ney sponsored by the Philracom 
and Manila Jockey Club. 

Оп the other hand, Eye Candy is 
leaning on her familiarity with the 
Carmona, Cavite, track since she has 
yet to taste defeat here in six outings. 

As for Euro Bucks, this could be 
the right time to click because the 
distance isin her favor. 

Although Real Spicy a son of for- 
tmer US Kentucky Derby and Preak- 


Santa Ana 


THOROUGHBRED racing begins 
tomorrow at the Santa Ana Park 
as Philippine Racing Club Inc. 
(PRCI) opens its Yuletide pro- 
gram with am evening card of 
eight races. 

The event jump starts PRCIS rac- 
ing schedule from Dec. 2024 be- 


fore resuming on Dec. 26. No races 
have been scheduled for Dec. 25. 

Another round of eight races are 
scheduled on Tuesday and Wednes- 
day, with nine and 13 races allotted 
for the Thursday and Friday pro- 
grams, respectively. A total of 14 
races willbe held on Dee. 26. 


Republic of the Philippines 
MARIANO MARCOS STATE UNIVERSITY 
Batac 2906 llocos Norte 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


The President of Mariano Marcos State University was appointed 
Commissioner of the Commission on Higher Education effective 28 
October 2004. The position was, therefore, declared vacant effective 
on the same day. 

‘Accordingly, a Search Commillee for'the Presidency has been 
organized pursuant to the Implementing Rules end Regulations of 
Republic Act No. 8292. 

Applicants must possess the minimum qualifications and must 
submit the required documents as follows: 


"Minimum Qualifications of Applicants 
Filipino citizen 
Holder of an eamed doctoral degree 
Preferably not more than sixty (60) years old at time of 
application 
|. At least five (5) years of managerial experience 
j, Recognized leadership in his/her profession in the academe or 
industry 
orally upright 


Documents to be Submitted 
Detailed Curriculum Міаё and certified supporting documents 
Proposed Vision, Mission and Trusts for the University 
Clearances from NBI, Ombudsman, Sandigan Bayan, Civil 
Service Commission and previous employer. 
Full disclosure of all administrative, criminal andlor civi cases 
led in any court in the Philippines. 
Results of Neuro-Psychiatric Examination to be accomplishes 
by any government physician of an accredited health institution. 
Health Certificate from a government physician 


All applications must be submitted in seven (7) copies to the Search 
Committee through the Secretariat on or before January 15, 2005. 


Dr. Alegria T. Visaya 

Acting Secretary, Board of 
Regents/SCP 

Mariano Marcos State 
University 

Batac 2906 locos Norte 

Tel. No. 077-792-2580) 

Fax No. 077-792-3191 

ачтай: mmsuopQ yahoo.com. 


Ms. Jennilyn M. Salubayba 
Executive Assistant IV 


Commission on Higher Education 

DAP Bidg., San Miguel Ave., 

Ortigas Center, Pasig City 

Telefax: 02-638-4870, 

Tel. No: 02-687-6083 
Imsalubayba@ched.gov.ph 

ишел теа Hao 


holds évening races 


Bucks after the parmership landed a 
strong third in the MBC Juvenile Fil- 
lies and won impressively in the 
Class Division last Dec. 5. 

Looming as the toughest chal- 
lengers for the Esguerra Stable en- 
tries are Cool Mount, Tiger Song 
and In Command. Completing the 
cast are Money for Rap, Manila 
Magicand Pyramid Relaunch. 

Cool Mount was runnerup to 
‘Smokin’ Red in the MBC Juven 
Colis. Tiger Song arrived fifth in the 
MBC Juvenile Filies after topping 
the Woodridge Heights race, while 
In Command is aiming to score a 
victory for Phikobo head Bien- 
venido “Nonoy” Niles Jr. and son 
Pierre. 

Aside from the P1 million first 
placers prize, chair Jimmy Dilag 
and commissioner Eddie Jose said 
the Philracom is ako giving 
P376,759, P209,250 and P84,000 
to the second, third and fourth fin- 
ishers, respectively 

“We are honored to host this 
years Juvenile Championship,” 
said MICI head Alfredo Reyno Jr 
“Imbitado po kayong lahat na du- 
malo dito sa SLIP (You're all invited 
hereattheSLLP)." 


TENNIS EXHIBITION 


RAYMOND Villarere became the 
first unseeded player to make the 
semifinals after knocking off Niko 
Katigbak, 6-0, 6-0, yesterday in 
the 18-under division of the Gov. 
Akbar age-group tennis champi- 
onships at the Philippine 
Columbian Association courts in 
Plaza Dilao, Paco. 

‘Another unseeded — player, 
Jonathan Murrell, was hoping to 
make ita battle of unranked bets as 
he was battling No. 2 seed Christian 
Canlas at presstime. 

Villarete is gunning fora first ma- 


Race 1—1. Noble Win 2. Оеп o O Jungle 3 
Bar Bari. Sueel laspration 
oce 2—1. Simply Good 2. Holy Smoke 3. 
Racine 4 Scart Velvet 
Face 31. Nalive Land 2 Буш Jordan 
2 ALNI Cost 3 


‘Starting time for PRCT's Dec. 20- 
23 cards will be at 6 pm, while йз 
Dec. 24 and 26 cards will com- 
menceat 1:30 p.m. 

Coming off a record-setting 
P45.7-million race day last Dec. 5, 
expectations are high that a new 


record may well be seton Dec. 26. Race 7—1. Res Spoyeye Candy 2. Euro 


GOLF YEARENDER 
Singh season's best; 
Els not so far behind 


PARIS—Vijay — Singh 
mumed the golf world 
upside down this year 
ashewentona winning 
spree that left his rivals 
trailing in his wake 

By the time the sea- 
son had ended the Fi- 
jan had amassed more 
than $10 million in wis 
nings and collected 
nine titles, including the. 

USPGA. 

i was а stunning 
year for the 41-year-old SINGH: The best 
who, instead of coming to the end Marco. 
ofhis career looked to be coming 0 Рог Els, it was a stunning blow 
реак. . that shattered his confidence and 

But if Singh was undoubtedly put him into depression. But after 
the player of the year, as well as ће two weeks of going over what 
new world number one, South might have been, Els arrived in Ire- 
African Emie Els had arguably as land for the World Golf Champi- 
‘good a year, if not better. onship refreshed and positive. 

The ‘Big Easy had a chance to — "Ive had two weeks off and time 
win all four majors. Only a birdie to reflect,” said Els before going on 
putt on the 18th by Phil Mickelson to collect the one million dollar first 
at Augusta, stopped him from win- prize. “There's a lot for me to play 
ning the coveted green jacket. for in my career the next five, six 

Atthe US Open, he went into the years. I want to give ita good go.” 
final round poised to make amends ^ Two weeks later, Els celebrated 
for his Masters heartbreak only to his 35th birthday in spectacular 
collapse on the Sunday and see fel- style by winning the World Match 
low countryman Retief Goosen col- Play championship for a record 
lect his second US Open tile. sxhdme | 

Els was looking at ‘third time Тһе Europan quest to repeat 
lucky when he arrived for the the glory days of Seve Ballesteros, 
British Open and when һе went in- Nick Faldo, Bemhard Langer and 
toa playoff against the unheralded Јоѕе Мапа Olazabal in the 1980s 
American Todd Hamilton, Els ap- took a step closer to reality with a 
peared poised to lift the Claret Jug sensational Ryder Cup victory 
fora second time. when they crushed the allstar 

But Hamilton, who had plied his American team by a record-break- 
trade in Asia, proved he was not a ing 18-1/2t09-1/2 points. АЕР 

m 


player who could-be 
overawed by the com- 
pany he was keeping. 
The American beat 
Els, leaving a frustrated 
Els wondering what he 
had to do to win anoth- 
er major Я 
in the РСА champi- 
onship at Whistling 
Strats, Els missed the 
three-man playoff by a 
single stroke as Singh 
went on to defeat Justin 
Leonard and Chris Di- 


Andre Agassi returns a serve off of Andy Roddick during the Rock-N-Racquets exhibition tournament 
at the University of South Alabama's Mitchell Center. 


| 


Unseeded Villarete clinches 
18-under tennis semis slot 


jor win in the local age-group scene 
via this event presented by Basilan 
Governor Muslim “Wahab” Akbar 

"Trudy Amoranto and Michelle 
Pang, the top two seeds in the 
distaff side, sealed a title duel by 
downing separate focs. 

Amoranto defeated Angelica 
Ngo, 63, 60, while Pang shrugged 
off Julie Em Botor, 6-4, 6-0. 

Boror, however, reached the fi- 
nals of the 14-under class when she 
beat Christine Patrimonio, daugh- 
terof Alvin Patrimonio, 6-2, 6-4 

Botor will slug it out for the title 


against Regina Santiago, who oust- 
ed JV Custodio, 6:3, 60. 

Meanwhile, No. 1 Kim Saraza 
beat Tim Polero, 6-1, 6-1, in the 
boys? 12-under semis while Clarisse 
Patrimonio, Christine's sister and 
the top seed in the 12-under girls 
lass, defeated trina Quinatadcan, 
46, 7-6 (4), 6-1. 

Boys’ 14under top pick Patrick 
Arevalo tripped Jose Opulencia, 6- 
3, 64, to advance to the finals of 
this tournament also backed by Dy- 
namic Sports Corp, Chris Sports 
Plaza and with Penn as official balls. 


Dancer. Take Ten 
ae S Ex Gray 2 Wis Une 
а 


Race 1—1. Being There 2. Bulakeña 3. Speed 
Machi 4. Pere Storm 

Race 11—1, Loaded 2. Rio 3. Miss You 4. 
EXE 

Race 12—1. Ghurka 2. Modern Spr 3. Sirik- 
өйү and Nghi 4 erect Harry 

Rice 13—1. War Her/Snower of las 2. Eile 
3. Datis Prüe/Dint Dua 4. Beiter Sine 
S Hazmagic 6 Dora базу. 


Bucks 3. Сой Mount 4. Tier Song 5. In 
Command 

Race 8—1. Reeshin 2. inghong 3. Sad 
чаш 4. Juanes Dream 5. Western 


SPORTSWATCH 


Beach voileybali shown on TV 

GOLF POWER today continues Its special feature on the Toyota Balintawak 
Women's Beach Volleyball Challenge with an exciting match in the elimina- 
tion round. College of St. Benilde 1 plays against College of St. Benilde 3 in 
the collegiate division. The match was played recently at the beach volley- 
ball cour of the Cantada Sports Center in Taguig. Golf Power is aired every 
Sunday at 3 p.m. on RPN-9 and is followed by the popular boxing show 
‘Samsung's Fistorama at 4 p.m. Fistorama is supported by Samsung, Tandu- 
ay Rhum, Mapecon and PCSO. 


Vicera pockets boxing gold 

BATAM, indonesia—8ill Vicera thundered with his fists Wednesday night to 
claim the pinweight division gold medal at the close of the 20th President's, 
Cup International Boxing Championships here. Scoring repeatedly with a. 
one-two combinations, Vicera routed Malaysian Nazri 27-13 to give the RP 
Alaxan FR Team its first gold medal in this world-ranking tournament which 
attracted 18 teams from 15 nations. The Filipinos, sent here by the Pacific 
Heights with support from the Philippine Sports Commission as part of the 
‘Amateur Boxing Association (АВАР) build-up program for the 2905 South- 
east Asian Games. 


Mel Alas named Adamson coach 

ADAMSON University named ex-Las Piñas coach Mel Alas, brother of Le- 
tran mentor Louie Alas, as the Falcon's chief tacticlans for next year's UAAP 
wars. Alas replaced Luigi Trillo, whose five-year stint ended without a Final 
Four appearance. In his last year, though, Trillo ran into the unfortunate luck 
of having key players getting injured. Louie Alas was also named team con- 
sultant. The Alas brothers inherit a team that will lose five players, including 
stars Mark Abadia and Romel Тадира 


HOLIDAY GOLF: The annual Christmas tournament of the Junior 
Golf Foundation of the Philippines sponsored by Nike will be held 
tomorrow at the Canlubang and Riviera courses. Signing the 
sponsorship contract are, seated from left, Jungolf president Luigi 
Tabuena, Jungolf chair Amalia Montecillo and Cary Dy Buncio, 
PacSports, division head for Nike. Looking on are Jungolf 
International Events committee head Gerry Handog, Lloyd Matutina 
of PacSports and Jungolf director Tacho dela Paz. 
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WISH GRANTED 


Carter traded 
to New Jersey 


INDIANAPOLIS—Vince Carter wanted 
out of Toronto and got his wish Friday, 
getting traded to the Nets for three play- 
ersand two No. 1 picks ina deal that im- 
mediately raised the question: Will Ja- 
son Kidd still want out of New Jersey? 

The Nets sent Alonzo Mourning, 
‘Williams, Aaron Williams and two first-round 
draft picks to the Raptors for Carter, a five-time 
All-Star whose production and popularity had 
tumbled in Toronto. 

‘The Raptors had been exploring different 
trade options for weeks, though the Nets had not 


Eric 


А: 


Toronto and leaves the 
Raptors as the franchise K 
leader in 10 categories, 
induding scoring, 3- 
pointers 

games started. 

But his production 
has been on a slow de- 
dine since he averaged | 
27.6 points in 2000-01 
and brought the Rap- 
tors within one victory 
of a trip to the confer- 
ence finals. Carter has 


made and 


been one of the rumored destinations. 
New Jersey, the big question this season has 
hether the Nets might take another step 


become less aggressive, 
often setting for 
jumpers rather than 


HALF-MAN, half-amazing and now a full edged Net. After seeking a transfer in the offseason, Vince Carter will take 
his high-flying, rim-rattling act to New Jersey in a deal that netted Toronto Alonzo Mourning and two other big men. 


Pacers edge Raptors; Heat 
book 7th straight triumph 


INDIANAPOLIS—Jamaal Tinsley 
scored 17 of his 22 points in the sec- 
ond half to lead the Indiana Pacers to 
an 89-86 victory over the Toronto 
Raptors, who traded All Star Vince 
Carter to New Jersey earlier Friday. 

Rookie center David Harrison added 
a career-high 22 points and had seven 
rebounds, and Jeff Foster had 10 points 
and 18 rebounds for the Pacers, who 
won their second straight after a seven- 
game losing streak. 

Reggie Miller sealed the win when 
he hit a jumper from the corner while 
falling out of bounds with a second 
left on the shot clock, giving the Pac 
ers an 89-86 lead with 8.6 seconds 
left. 

In Memphis, Tennessee, Jason 
Williams had a season-high 27 points 
and six assists to lead Memphis over 
short-handed New Jersey, 89-84. 

Richard Jefferson, who had 18 of 
his 26 points in the fourth period, got 
the Nets within 85-84 with 16 sec- 
onds left when he followed Jason 
Kidd's missed layup. But four free 
throws by James Posey in the final 12 
seconds sealed Memphis victory. 

The Nets hope to get a burst of of- 
fense soon from Vince Carter, a five- 
time All-Star who was acquired from 
Toronto earlier Friday (see related 
story on this page), 

Pau Gasol scored 16 points for 
Memphis and grabbed 12 rebounds. 

In Philadelphia, Allan Houston hit 
the tying 3-pointer with 0.4 seconds 
left in regulation, Kurt Thomas scored 
six points in overtime, and New York 
rallied from a 19-point deficit to frus 
trate Philadelphia, 113-107. 


MARTINEZ: Dumbfounded 


In Atlanta, Zach Randolph scored 
23 points, and Darius Miles added 20 
to lead Portland to a 100-84 rout of 
Atlanta. 

In Boston, Gary Payton scored a 
season-high 27 points and added 11 
assists to lift the host Celtics to a 114- 
106 victory over the Utah Jazz. 

In Minneapolis, Wally Szezerbiak 
scored a season-high 29 points, in- 
cluding 11 in the third quarter, and 
Minnesota crushed the Los Angeles 
Clippers, 113-86. 

In New Orleans, Tim Duncan had 
19 points and 12 rebounds to lead 
San Antonio past the Hornets, 83-67, 
for the Spurs’ third straight victory 
and 11th win in 13 games. 

In Houston, Tracy McGrady had 27 
points and nine rebounds, and Yao 
Ming added 15 points and a season- 
high 17 rebounds as the Rockets 
rapped Golden State, 100-83. 

Bob Sura just missed his third ca- 
reer triple-double with 24 points, 
nine assists and eight rebounds for 
Houston, and sat out much of the 
fourth quarter with the Rockets lead- 
ing by as many as 23, 

in Miami, Dwyane Wade scored 25 
points, and Shaquille O'Neal had 20 
to help Miami defeat the Denver 
Nuggets, 107-100, for its seventh 
straight win. 

‘The Heat are 18-7, including 13-0 
when eclipsing the  100-point 
plateau. This is their longest winning 
streak since a 10-game run during the 
1997-98 season. 

In Seattle, Joe Johnson had 24 
points and 10 rebounds, and Steve 
Nash and Shawn Marion each scored 


SANTO DOMINGO, Dominican Repub- 


SHAQUILLE O'Neal baits a foul from 
Kenyon Martin in the second quarter. 
oftheir match. б 


21 as Phoenix edged Seattle, 112- 
110, in a showdown between the 
NBAS top two teams. 

‘Amare Stoudemire added 20 
points and nine rebounds for 
, which became the first club 
20 games this season, but the 
had to outlast the Sonics in an 

ing fourth quarter. 

Los Angeles, Gilbert Arenas 
scored 37 points, Larry Hughes had 
31, and Washington beat the Los An- 
geles Lakers, 120-116, in overtime. 

Winning for the first time on the 
Lakers’ floor in almost 12 years, the 
Wizards overcame a 36-point, 14-as- 
sist, 10-rebound performance by 
Kobe Bryant. AP 


in their breakup and deal away the disgruntled 
Kidd after trading Kenyon Martin and Kerry Kit- 
tles in the offseason. 

“1 hope this changes his mind a litle bit. I 
hope he will give it a chance and see where it 
goes from here, 
the 2000 US: 

Carter, out with a strained left Achilles injury, 
will not be in uniform Sunday when the Nets 
play at Toronto. 


Kidd, in 


pleased by the trade but noncommittal about his 


future. 


“Tm a Net until told otherwise,” Kidd said. 
»"Ive always asked to be competitive, to put a 


competitive 


theyre nying to do.” 
Mouming also was dissatisfied with the Nets 
offseason moves and had asked for a trade. He 


appearedin 


from a kidney transplant, averaging 10.4 points 
and7.1 rebounds, 

Eric Wiliams had been staring at small forward 

New Jersey, while Aaron Wiliams had dropped 
ош of the Nets rotation asa backup center 

Сапег earned the nicknames “Air Canada” 
and "Hal-Man, Hal Amazing” for his high-lly- 
ing dunks, which breathed life into a moribund 
franchise and n 
play in Canada since the NBA expanded there 10 


years ago. 


He spent all sükplus years of his career in the Bulls.” 


said Carter, Kidd's teammate on 
ipic team. 


Memphis with the Nets, sounded 


driving the ball and 
drawing contact, and 
he has been unable to 
shake a reputation of 
being a “soft” player 
Carter's current aver- 
ages of 15.9 points and 
33 rebounds are ca- 
Teerows, as is his field” 
goal 
ALL 
Carter is headed to a 


percentage of 


Nets team that sorely 


team out there, and thats what 


18 games while making a comeback 


de him easily the biggest star to 


missed the athletic 
lost when Martin left for 
Denver in the offseason, 
With 
again and Richard Jef- 
ferson on one wing, Ё 
New Jersey 
chance to retum to the 
uptempo 
made it one of the top. 
teams in the Easter E. WILLIAMS 
Conference 

it seemed inevitable that Carter would be 
traded, but that didnt do much to soften the 
blow when the deal was announced. 

“Any time you lose a guy like Vince, its a big 
blow,” Toronto forward Donyell Marshall said. 


mit 


Kidd healthy 


has 


syle that 


“He was to Canada what Michael Jordan was to 


AP 


Monty stays on as player 
for Europe Ryder team 


LONDON—Colin Montgomerie has with- 
drawn his name from the list of candidates to 
be Europe's next Ryder Cup captain after be- 
ing persuaded he is still young enough to be 
involved as a player. 

Montgomerie, 41, sank the winning putt that 
sow Europe retain 
Michigan by an eventual record margin of 17.5 
109.5 points in September 

The Scot had seen his world ranking drop 


the Cup at Oakland Hills in 


from 41st to 80th in the world, prompting 
thoughts of captaincy which sees the golfer in- 
volved take a non-playing, managerial role, 

But with the 36th Ryder Cup in пайа 
land, just wo years away, Montgomerie said he 
wanted to carry on playing. 

“Ive been told I'm too young,” said Mont- 
gomerie, and when asked who had told him that 
he replied: "Everybody. And after hearing it | 
possibly have to agree. 


AFP 


Martinez already bashing Red Sox 


criticized th 


Red Sox for firing key em- 


lic Pedro Martinez returned hom 

day and bashed the team he led to a 
World Series title. The pitching ace 
knocked the Boston Red Sox for their 
front-office moves and negotiating tac- 
tics, and predicted a rough season 
awaits. 

"They will field the best bad team in 
baseball history" Martinez said at a news 
conference Friday. 

One day after he was introduced by the 
New York Mets—who signed him to a 
four-year, $53 million contract. -Maninez 


ployees, including team doctor Bill Mor- 
gan. 

Martinez said he was “dumbfounded” 
to hear that fellow Dominican Manny 
Ramirez could be mentioned as possible 
trade bait after winning the World Series 
Most Valuable Player. 

“After giving seven great years, (catch- 
ex) Jason Varitek, (pitcher) Derek Lowe 
and I were not signed," Martinez said. 

‘The three-time Cy Young Award winner 
said the Mets “have shown more respect 
in days than Boston did in seven years.” 


NY Yankees Big Unit’ bid in danger 


NEW YORK—A complicated three- 
team deal designed to bring five-time 
Cy Young award winner Randy John- 
son to the New York Yankees was un- 
der threat on Friday. 

The deal involved Los Angeles 
Dodgers all-star right fielder Shawn 
Green and starting pitcher Brad Penny 
moving to the Arizona Diamondbacks, 
while Johnson would move from Ari- 
zona to the Yankees. New York would 
then send starter Javier Vazquez to Los 
‘Angeles to complete the transaction. 

“Theres no deal,” Arizona general 
partner Ken Kendrick told MLB.com on 
Friday. 

Reports said the stumbling block ap- 
peared to be the Dodgers, who were 
having second thoughts about trading 
the hard-hitting Green after losing slug- 
ger Adrian Beltre to the Seattle Mariners 
on Thursday to a five-year $64 million 
contract. 

Losing both hitters would leave the 


Dodgers with a. power 
shortage at the plate. Beltre 
batted 334 with 48 homers 
and 121 RBIs last season, 
‘while Green hit .266 with 
28 home and 86 RBIs. 

Green also hasa no-trade. 
clause in his contract and, 
according to ESPN.com, is 
also balking at a move to 
‘Arizona, preferring to stay 
in southern California. 

However Yankees owner 
George Steinbrenner, who 
has coveted the 41-year-old 
Johnson for several seasons, 
is unlikely to let his latest efforts to ac- 
quire the future Hall of Fame pitcher 
simply fade away. 

Despite his age, Johnson, who is in 
the second year of a $33-million two- 
year deal, remains one of the Major 
League's most dominant pitchers, 

Last season, Johnson, nicknamed the 


JOHNSON 


“Big Unit,” was one of the 
few bright spots on a woeful 
Diamondback team who lost 
111 games, posting a record 
of 16-14. Among his wins 
was a perfect game against 
Atlanta on May 18. 

He also led the league in 
strikeouts (290) for the 
ninth time in his career 
while posting the second 
best ERA (2.60) in the ma- 


из. 

Meanwhile, Carl Pavano 

and the Yankees have final- 

ized a deal that was set in 

motion at the winter meetings Saturday, 

reportedly agreeing on a four-year con- 
tract worth $40 million. 

The deal contains a fifth-year team 
‘option worth $15 million and a $2 mil- 
lion buyout should the option not be 
picked up, ESPN.com reported Friday 

Reuters 


Red Sox general manager Theo Epstein 
discounted the comments, and said Friday 
that Martinez is “a brilliant pitcher... an 
emotional person as well.” 

“It doesn't bother me," Epstein said. “1 
don't necessarily define myself by what 
anyone says about me, let alone a player 
that we just didnt sign to bring back to 
Boston. Well be fine as an organization." 

"just don’t put much stock in that. Isa 
hear of the moment type thing,” Epstein 
said. “I choose to look at the man, not one 
comment.” 

‘Accompanied by Mets vice president 


READY TO RUMBLE 
Glen Johnson (left) and Antonio Tarver pose for pictures during the weigh-in for their Light 


l Heavywei, 


1 


it fightin Los Angeles. 


Fred Wilpon, general manager Omar Mi- 
maya and Martinezs agent Fernando 
Cuza, Martinez said Boston had “every 
opportunity" to sign him in the past two 
years, even below market value. 

“Tm a proud man and I think I deserve 
a lite respect for the work Гуе done,” he 
said. fel disillusioned and hurt by the 
way the Red Sox let me go so easily" 

Red Sox principal owner John Henry 
said the club "offered Pedro exactly what 
he said it would take to sign him” when 
team officials visited Martinez in the Do- 
minican Republic on Dec. 8. AP 


» 
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PEPING Cojuangco needed to ensure harmonious 


relationship between POC and PSC. 


тинюто 
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Cojuangco as PSC chair, too? 


Cojuangco as 
Philippine Sports 
Commission chair, too? 

As the search for the successor of 
PSC chair Eric Buhain continues, 
some national sports association 
heads yesterday tossed the idea of 
Cojuangco assuming the key post 
on top of his new role as president 
ofthe Philippine Olympic Commit- 
tee. 

If the main consideration is to 
ensure a harmonious relationship 
between the PSC and the POC, 
then the solution is to have one 
sports czar, according to the group 
of NSA heads led by athletics and 
chess president Go Teng Kok. 

‘The NSA officials noted that this 


particular set-up worked wonders 
for Philippine sports during the 
time of Michael Keon, who served 
as Gintong Alay executive director 
and the POG chief at the same time 
inthe'80s. 

Gintong Alay, which handled the 
funding and training of the coun- 
пуз top athletes, was credited for 
touching off a renaissance in 
sports that, among others, pro- 
duced an Asian Games superstar in. 
Lydia de Vega-Mercado. It later be- 
came the inspiration for the cre- 

tion of the PSC. 

The officials added that the 
same set-up had spelled success for 
other Southeast Asian countries 
and even for sports superpowers 
like China and Korea because it 
practically eliminates clash of 
opinions between the heads of the. 
two bodies. 


They noted that Buhain had 
been at odds with outgoing РОС 
head Celso Dayrit over several key 
issues as former POC chief Rene 
Cruz and former PSC head Apari- 
cio Mequi before them. 

Buhain announced earlier this 
week that he's leaving the PSC in 
the wake of a Malacaftang order 
for him to take over as chair of the 
Games and Amusements Board. 

Cojuangco, who is close to ad- 
ministration officials, refused to 
comment on the PSC issue even аз 
he announced the composition of 
the different working committees 
in the POC. 

Leading the major committees 
are Rep. Monico Puentevella 
(weightlifting) for membership, 
Bert Lina (cycling) for arbitration, 
Harry Angping (softball) for tech- 
nical, Reynaldo Jaylo (judo) and 


ES 


MUSIC Christ 


GUITARS 

Catala classic GO-5M w/ bag 
Valencia classic CG-160 
Valencia classic CG180-CE 

w/ pick up cul away 
Hofner classic HAC204 
Hofner classic HAC304 
SX folk DG25/RDS 
SX folk cut way DG-25C/NA 
SX folk DG-25CVTINA 

wi pick up 
SX electric FST57/2TS 
SX elec bass FJB62/LPB 
Fernando steel MG-94N 
Fernando steel MG-94CS. 
Fernando nylon DRC-971NA 
Fernando nylon DRC-971WA 
Fernando electric EB9303/BK 
Fernando elec bass EB9326/BL 
Applause AA-27/RB 
Applause AA-27/SB 
Applause AE-126/4 
Ovation tangent T-247/5 
Ovation tangent MOB-47/BSB. 
Ovation W597/4G 


Reg. Price 
2,315.00 
2,380.00 
6,900.00 


5,000.00 
5,900.00 
3,260.00 
3,890.00 
5,020.00 


5,940.00 
7,365.00 
2,350.00 
2,350.00 
5,760.00 
5,760.00 
5,785.00 
7,110.00 

10,730.00 
10,730.00 
17,300.00 
36,036.00 
40,355.00 
414,570.00 


Sale Price 
1,700.00 
,785.00 
5,175.00 


lass 26% ` 
per 
per 


3,750.00 

„425.00 
2,445.00 
2,917.50 
3,765.00 


less 25% 
loss 25% 
less 25% 
less 25% 
less 25% 


loss 25% 
Jess 25% 
loss 25% 
loss 25% 
less 25% 
loss 25% 
less 25% 
less 25% 
ess 25% 
Jess 25% 
loss 25% 
fess 25% 
less 25% 
less 25% 


4,455.00 
5,523.75 
4,762.50 
4,762.50 
4,320.00 
4,320.00 
4,338.75 
5,332.50 
8,047.50 
8,047.50 

12,975.00 

27,027.00 

30,266.25 

85,927.50 


VIOLINS 

Cremona SV100/102 1/8 
Cremona SV100/102 1/4 
Cremona 5У100/102 1/2 
Cremona SV100/102 3/4 
Cremona SV100/102 4/4 
Hofner Н-У040 4/4 
Hofner H-VOGO 4/4 


ZILDJIAN CYMBALS 

+ 16° Thin Crash 

+ 18° Medium Crash Brilliant 

+ 18" Medium Thin Crash 

+ 15° К Custom Dark Crash Thin 


DRUMS 
Femando drum outfit PVS16 
Fernando drum set NS-200L 
Trak drum outfit MX-122LX 
ZBS3P ZBT pre packed 3pc 
Trak drum outfit MX-563L 
ZBS3P ZBT pro packed 4pc 
Sonor drum outfit FSH125 
ZBS3P ZBT pro pre packed dpo 
+ Zildjian Drumsticks Regular 


EFFECTS 
Zoom 505 guitar effects 
+ Zoom 606 guitar effects 


Promo penod a kom Deewana 1200 January IS cf 2005. PerDTENCR Pata No 3305 Senes of 2008 


mas Sale! 


SALE PRICES APPLIES ON CASH PURCHASES ONLY 


Reg. Price 
3,715.00 
3,715.00 
4,210.00 
4,210.00 
4521000 
5,750.00 
6,900.00 


Reg. Price 

9,520.00 
10,700.00 
11.200.00 
11,027.00 


Reg. Price 
417,475.00 
22,200.00 
27,334.00 


39,020.00 
44,990.00 


530.00 


Reg. Price 
5,500.00 
7,120.00 


il 


Sale Price 
2,095.00 
2,095.00 
2,495.00 
2,495.00 
2,495.00 
4,312.50 
5,175.00 


Sale Price 
7,140.00 
8,025.00 
8,400.00 
8,270.25 


Sale Price 
13,106.25 
16,650.00 
19,900.00 


loss 43% 
loss 43% 
less 40% 
loss 40% 
less 40% 
Jess 25% 
less 25% 


loss 25% 
less 25% 
less 25% 
less 25% 


fess 25% 
less 25% 
loss 27% 
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Benny Gopez (golf) as co-chairs of 
ethics and Go in ways and means. 

"These are not ceremonial commit- 
tees we put up,” said Cojuangco. “We 
put people there who are committed 
to work for the sake of Philippine 
sports.” 

Al Fernandez of athletics was 
named ways and means vice chair, Ed 
Ponce of karatedo as vice chair of arbi- 
tration, Sonny Lim of body building as 
vice chair of membership and volley- 
ball's Roger Banzuela as vice chair of 
technical committee. 

Also named to key positions were 
Cynthia Carrion in Women in Sports, 
Ding Tanjuatco in Constitution and 
By-Laws, Graham Lim in” Refer- 
ees/Judges, Red Dumuk in Sports for 
All, Sim Chi Tat in Sports and Environ- 
ment, Sultan Jamalul Kiram in Cultur- 
al Committee and Quini Boy de Tagle 
in Corporate Communications. 


Jao, Buncio 
share Shell 
ROY titles 


CARMONA, Cavite—Multititled Jolet Jao 
and Barny Buncio shared the limelight by 
emerging as “Riders of the Year" (ROY) in 
the 2004 Shell Advance Super Scooter Series 
at the Carmona Racing Circuit here over the 
weekend. 

Finding little opposition, Jao topped the 
season-ending races in both the underbone 
125 open and 50cc open to capture top hon- 
ors in the annual event organized by E.L. 
Racing Tech in cooperation with Shell Ad- 
vance. 

Jao outdueled Dustin Esguerra and Larry 


Zapanta in the underbone 125 open class 


28,900.00 less 25% 


and Vincent del Rosario and Buncio in the 


50cc open to formalize his claim for.top 


34,900.00 less 28% 


397.50 less 25% 


Sale Price 


4,125.00 
5,340.00 


less 25% 
loss 25% 
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842.9545 1809-1728. 


honors. 

Equally impressive was Buncio, who domi- 
nated the underbone 110 cc and motard cate- 
gories over his older and more experienced ri- 
vals. 

Buncio finished only second to John Lery 
Enriquez in the season-ending race, but it was 
enough to clinch the title in the underbone 
10cc. 

In the motard category, Buncio won over 
Jojo Villaries, Mike Alinganga, Noel Hernan- 


dez and Adrian Duran to rule the event. 
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CESAR MONTANO 


osme a i La erm с 
E + Tha same Sunkist goodness youve divas. lb] 
A L AY A N | “SG, loved hasn't changed only the price hasi Ng | 
Enjoyitinits classic shape that's uniquely Sunkist! RERA s3 


www.calayans.net o, ppl mange ond orange Bios... Si Sarap Sunkist from fruit to се] YEE KSS 1 


(on? 


"Lahat ng text updates at downloads ng 


inyong favorite stars ay available na sa li For more stars 
| ; 


du qun. | e: SUPERSTARS to 211 | 


Over 400 stars ang puwedeng pagpilian! 
Kaya mag-text at mag-download na! r- = == —€————— 


й i Yan ang galíng without averspending! 


Р2.50 per text message 


Heto na ang mga stars na puwede niyong kadikit! Text <keyword>to «number ' E 
: At pwede ring ka-text ang inyong favorite PBA Playors!? 


Example: Text SARAHto 291 
Text <keyword>to «numberat 


iExample: Text ALAPAGto 290 


Keyword Number 


Dewysmeeno 1287 
бошошу: HONTIVEROS 200 
К о 20 


м Pee) 
Rotor rina AAO 280 


Also avallable'to Smart subscribers. 


Pos 
prem 


E 
3 =. 
zm Rm 


Visit any SMART CELLEBRATION Booth at a mall nearest you and get discounts on prepaid phonekits 
and loads of freebies! Choose whatever fits you best! There's one for everyone! 
Only from SMART- your No. 1 prepaid provider! 


Fon ONLY 


FOR ONLY. ток ONLY 
P3,290 P3,950 P4,890 


n ; 
Motorola соо [ЕЭ sira s288 Alcatel OT 320 Bira эва [es Nokia 3315 
ч == м moat hor prend 
LG Boo Nokia noo Nokia 2100 “<r | 80850 [Ses F050 P3,050 P3150 | $3250 É 
m 


FREE Talk "М Tent SLIPPERS for every TaN Text phonek purchase 
FREE Talk ‘N Text HAMPER for erry Talk "N Text SH you bu! 

FREE MEGA WALLET for every SIM Swap weh 2 тетип load ol P30! 

FREE STATIONERY, FAN or COLOGNE for every Tak Text subscription ог downlond! 
Comes wih a FREE P300 TaT CALL 8 TEXT CARD! Per OTLNCR Permie No S358, Seri ol 2004. 


Motorola M 
Caso" 


Nokia 2300 {чы 
Toner 


F050 Se Бый 
EI 


SEC 


E 
ja. pen PEW [E] P30 AEE FTF 
== ee m en Wm : 
Зате Pent 86390 m { Р 
ата. Pi ke P F SMART Amazing 
Sow E = BE, ina Phone? {= 
P6,490 See -— p TOR ONDE. m" 
P17,490 

FREE NOTEBOOK lor ету ADDICT Hebe Prop possit parn! F50 ka 2 

Eie CU Ee 7 

FREE PLAYING CARDS for every ADDICT Mobile Prepaid SIM swap! Por DTI-NCR Permit No. $554, Sarles of 2004. 


ia 
Nokia 2650, Î Nokia 3100 
FoR OMY 


током 
P6,990 P7,390 


ma © >; 
i Motorola C200 Nokia 3315 [ зу мома 1100 Й Nokia 2200 tal Motorola C375 [y Nokia 3200 
Noka 3200 / Nokia 3220 porem Lcd а Lf eee a Десета Mcr 
£8350 Naga 179 P2,890 P3250 E P3,950 P5,090 o PS4 ‘OF P8,590 
350 pr Я = ©з 


FREE NOTEBOOK ү! MULTI COLORED PEN OR CELFONE POUCH lor every SMART KID Prepaid honeki purchase! 
FREE KID BRACELET OR MARKER SET for sry SMART KID Prepaid SH purchase! 


FREE DIVER'S PACK for every SMART Buddy рота рога 
FREE KID PENCIL SET OR BAG TAG (or evry SIM swap to SMART KIO Prepaid! Per DTLNCK Permit No. $560, Sens of 2004 


FREE P30 LOAD (or every SMART Buddy Super SIM 3 purchase! 

SIM SWAP & GET A FREEBIE! 
SM wap toda oy Super SIM now and gar to bring home any ol 
Ve lin Prenn tensor FEE Coin kr [abala se 
Mare Se 

Geta chance te WIN A NOTE PAD, CELPOUCH, COASTER or PEN 
for every SMART Buddy subsription or dowload! 

Available soon. Per DTENCR Peni No 5556, Sere ef 004 


er ини. cement, or concer, yo may сй бе SMART Hota м! 


Register to PAMILYANG PINOY. * S4 Ос Bacoor + Greens + Mind Pro, Zamboanga sanda text mertage to 888 (P! 00 per message tent cet ol the FREE TEXT al 
“Type REG chul rame» cadre? NAINA D = m | знатна + Madson = LCC Mal. Lepupi Oy ант нен деды. aut фа HART Wes Center ени o 
pre Sct emai airea || cation etes foro: Cannel Gotan 
к-сы =p 
m Ec i pred Steen Gud ias Wc Eu. 


^ SH Cn Cuba 1 esol as Abg те отуна Per Now 586558 58545840, 


SUNDAY, m 
SUNDAY, a 19, 20EHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER AZ: 


h^... 
ENTERTAI 


‘Text us your feedback: 


E-mail pr_entertalnment@inquirer.com.ph 


Editor Louie C. Camino 


inquirer ent rameleitymessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) Assistant Editor Emmie G. Velarde 


“HOW COULD you say no to someone like him,” says former FP] leading lady Imelda llanan. 


How ЕР] ‘pursued’ a 
pregnant leading lady 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


ORMER actress Imelda 

Ilanan tried to turn down of- 

fers to do a film with Fernan- 
do Poe Jr. twice in the 70s, but the 
king of Philippine movies was "so 
persistent that I couldn't say no." 

Imelda, one of the most beautiful faces in 
the late '605, said FPJ used to visit her almost 
every day until she agreed to do the movie 
with him. 

“He told me, ‘you're the perfect actress for 
that role. I want you to do it and no one else.” 
How could you say no to someone like him?" 
said Imelda, in the home of her daughter, ac- 
tress Maricel Laxa-Pangilinan, in Quezon 
City. 

Imelda said she did not want to do “Asedil- 
lo” in 1971 with FPJ because she had been 
four months pregnant with her second child, 
Melvin. 

“1 didn't want to commit to it because 1 
knew we would be shooting on location and 
that I would have to travel far," Imelda ex- 
plained. “Ayaw niyang pumayag. He said hav- 
ing a pregnant leading lady would bring him 
good luck." 

“Asedillo,” directed by Celso Ad Castillo 
and now considered one of local cinema's 
best movies, became a box-office hit in 1971. 
It also brought FPJ his second best actor 
award from the Filipino Academy of Movie 
Arts and Sciences (Famas) that same year. 

FPJ's first Famas best actor award was for 
his performance in “Mga Alabok sa Lupa.” 


Topless scene 

Imelda, who played Poe's third wife in 
“Asedillo,” continued to shoot the movie until 
she was in her ninth month of pregnancy. 

Imelda said she did not want to be part of 
the other movie, “Bontoc,” also with FPJ as her 
leading man and directed by the late Pablo 
Santiago, because "I didn’t want to go bold.” 

According to Imelda, she had to shoot two 
“difficult” scenes in “Bontoc.” One scene re- 
quired her to go topless while running on a 
beach, while the other required her to fight 
offa rapist. 

Imelda said she was supposed to play FPJ's 
mother in the movie, which she did not like. 
“How could I play a mother to him?" she said. 
“Iwas just 27 when we did that movie, and 
Ronnie [FPJ's nickname] was way older than 


1. But Ronnie said I would only be part of the 
flashback scenes, 

“Phl never forget when he told me, if you're 
an actor, you could do anything,” Imelda 
said. “He and Direk Pablo did well in convinc- 
ing me [to do the movie]. Ronnie said we 
would buy a long wig to cover my breast 
while Tm doing the scene on the beach. Direk 
Pablo promised that none of my private parts 
would be exposed during the rape scene. 


No regrets 

“Ibelieved them, and the movie turned out 
well,” she added. “I'm glad 1 did that movie. 
No regrets.” 

Imelda's first movie was “Geron Busabos, 
Batang Quiapo" in 1964, with FPJ's best 
friend, former President Joseph Estrada, in 
the title role. Estrada produced the film, writ- 
ten by Augusto Buenaventura and directed by 
Chat Gallardo, under his JE Productions. 

“I played my first lead role ih that movie 
and Ronnie was our guest star" Imelda re- 
called. 

Imelda also worked with FPJ in “Dos Por 
Dos" and “Bato sa Buhangin.” They were last. 
seen together in “Mabuting Kaibigan, 
Masamang Kaaway" in 1991. 

“Ronnie was a very generous man,” she 
said. "He took care of his co-stars very well. 
Once, I asked for lechon de leche and he imme- 
diately sent one to the set. But he also made 
sure that the crew members were provided 
with the best food. Pantay-pantay ang treat- 
ment niya.” 

For eight years now, Imelda has been living 
in Singapore with her husband, Ben Avance- 
fia, and her youngest child, Misha. The for- 
mer actress arrived in Manila on Dec. 12, the 
day FPJ was rushed to the St. Luke's Medical 
Center in Quezon City, where the actor died 
оп Dec. 14 just one minute after midnight. 

Imelda said she received a text message 
from her daughter Maricel's sister-in-law, An- 
geli Pangilinan-Valenciano, informing her of 
FPJ's condition. 

"Angeli was asking that 1 pray for Ronnie's 
recovery.” Imelda recalled. "I got nervous, but 
I didn't think it was that serious. I knew Ron- 
nie to be a strong man. 1 thought he would 
eventually get better. 

FPJ's neurologist, Dr. Abdias Aquino, said 
FPJ suffered a "severe brain attack” or stroke. 

hen 1 heard of his death, 1 got de- 
pressed," Imelda added. "Ronnie was a true 
friend to many" 


IMELDA, now a Singapore resident, with her grandchildren (clockwise from her left) Kiana 
Valenciano, daughter of Gary Valenciano and Angeli Pangilinan, and Ella and Dony Pangilinan 
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‘would leave to succeeding genera- 
tions of Filipinos. 

People are thinking of ways to hon- 
or FPJ now that he’s no longer with 
us. We submit that the best ways to 
do this are to hold an informed retro- 
spective of his films as writer-direc- 

“tor and to finally create and fund a 
national archive for film, and name it 
after him. 

The Fernando Poe Jr. National Film 
Archive of the Philippines--that 
‘would be the finest way for usto extol 
FPJ as he deserves to be remembered 
and thanked. And, we daresay that, 
more than any monument or moves 
‘like naming him National Artist, he 
would value that honor best of all. 


‘Secret Plot to Kill Hitler’ 
Discovery Channel announces 
“Virtual History: The Secret Plot to 
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"HIDE AND SEEK,” with Robert de Niro and Dakota Fanning 


Kill Hitler,” a breakthrough program 
that hyper-realistically blends famous 
faces from the past and the faces of 
actors to dramatize key historical 
events, film-archive style. 

The show airs at 9 p.m. on Dec. 19, 
with replay at 1 p.m. on Dec. 20. 


‘Hide and Seek’ 
Robert De Niro stars with Dako- 


ta Fanning in the new suspense 

thriller, “Hide and Seek.” De Niro 

plays Раппїп dad. He discovers 

that his young daughter has come 

up with an unexpected and terrify- 

ing way to deal with her mother’s 
h—thre i 
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ORIGINAL MOVIE SOUNDTRACK ALBUM NOW AVAILABLE FROM UNIVERSAL RECORDS 
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to win TOYM 
award 


By Bayani San Diego 
Contributor 


MEGASTAR Sharon Cuneta and 
boxer Emmanuel "Manny" Pac- 
quiao led this years The Out- 
standing Young Men (TOYM) 
awardees, which were an- 
nounced in the presence of Presi 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo at the 
Heroes’ Hall in Malacafiang last 
Wednesday. 

Cuneta is the first movie ac- 
tress to win the TOYM award. 

The TOYM is given annually to 
“pioneering young Filipinos who 
manifested selfless dedication to 
their profession.” Aside from en- 
tertainment and sports, the other 
fields represented this year are 
architecture, plant breeding and 
genetics, entrepreneurship, 
broadcast media, health sciences, 

_ environmental law, and govern- 
ment service. 

Sharon and Manny are joined 
by the following achievers, all un- 
der-41: Finance Undersecretary 
Emmanuel Bonoan for govern- 
ment service; Dr. Jose Jonas del 
Rosario, pediatric cardiology; 
Marissa La Torre Flores of GMA- 
7, broadcast management; Glen 
Gregorio, plant breeding and ge- 
netics; Maria Carmela Mortillero 
Lapitan, medicine, urologic 
surgery; Gerald Lico, arts and cul- 
ture, architecture; Maria Paz Lu- 
na, environmental law; and Bien- 
venido Vargas Tantoco III, busi- 
ness entrepreneurship. 


Rebuild the nation 
.., Inthe collective speech drafted 
By Dr. Jonas del Rosario, this 

sp years TOYM batch affirmed that 
the honor represented three 
things: “recognition, affirmation, 
and challenge.” 

‘The winners hope "to harness 
our individual talents, network 
our resources, and work together 
for a noble cause relevant to the 
needs of our people.” 

Tn light of the recent tragedies 
in Aurora and Quezon provinces, 
the winners aspire “to rebuild the 
nation, (we have) to work for sus- 
tained’ unity—unity among ev- 
eryone who strives and survives 
so that brick by brick, soul by 
soul, person by person, we can re- 
gain our pride and patriotism for 
the simple truth that. 
we do care.” 

Spearheaded by 
the Philippine 
Jaycees, the TOYM. 
Foundation, and the 
Gerry Roxas Founda- 
tion, the TOYM was 
established 46 years 
ago. Past TOYM win- 
mers induded the 
late Sen. Benigno 
“Ninoy” Aquino Jr, 
sculptor Napoleon 
Abueva, painter Jose 
Joya, architect Lean- 
dro Locsin, 
economist Sixto К. 
Roxas, literary man 
Emmanuel Torres, 
musician Oscar Yat- 
co, filmmaker Lino 
Brocka, journalist 


As the first movie actress to 
win the TOYM, Cuneta joins pre- 
vious awardees from the enter- 
tainment world: composer Ryan 
Cayabyab, hitmaker and singer 
Jose Mari Chan, pop singer and 
Cuneta's brother-in-law Gary Va- 
lenciano, theater actress Lea Sa- 
longa, and filmmaker Carlitos 
Siguion-Reyna. 

Cuneta is extremely “thankful 
for and is inspired by" her latest 
award, She says the TOYM will 
encourage her further, push her 
tostrive harder. Я 

“Its а constant struggle,” she 
admits, "if not to achieve a cer- 
tain level of excellence, at least to 
maintain the passion for the 
things that you love to do. It is not 
Just about taking, but also about 
giving back whatever I can.” 

Just like her Brussels trophy, 
she dedicates her TOYM triumph 
“to my country and the movie in- 
dustry which I both love deeply.” 

Cuneta, who was joined by her 
husband, Sen. Francis Pangilinan 
at the Malacahang awards cere- 
mony, looks at her TOYM trophy 
as a symbol of hope, personally 
and professionally. - = 

“The year has been filled with a 
lor of bad news, but as I always 
say, its important to be always 
hopeful, most especially in a time 
of sadness, so that you could give 
hope to your co-workers, to your 
industry, and to yourself. Without. 
hope, you cannot go on. That is 
why I am so grateful for this 
award.” 

She shares her TOYM triumph 
with her colleagues in the enter- 
tainment industry, who are 
mourning the loss of action king 
Fernando Poe Jr. 

"This is happening in a time of 
grief, in the midst of such a big 
loss, with FPJ having passed on,” 
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‘We all need a little good news, a little hope, a little 
SS happiness. That’s why when it comes our way, we 


have to embrace it. We have to acknowledge it. We 
have to be grateful’ 


she says. “At first, Iwas afraid that 


Iwas too depressed to attend the 
awarding. But I said a prayer and, 
surprisingly, on the day itself, 1 i 
felt better than I did the day be- 
fore (when he died). 

“Weall need a little good news, 
a little hope, a little happiness. 
That's why when it comes our 
way, we have to embrace it. We 
have to acknowledge it. We have 
tobe grateful. 

"Life has to go on,” she adds. 
saw Tita Susan [Roces, FPJ's wid- 
ow] on television saying she has 
chosen to be happy, that it is a 
choice.” 
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By Cathy S. Babao 
Contributor 


IN A sense, FPJ saved my mother from a bro- 
en heart and gave her the courage to come to 
Manila, where she found her fortune. 

He was, just like his movie persona, a hero 

inher eyes and one of her most treasured and 
friends. Now that he is gone, she feels 
her wings has just been broken. 

My mother is the actress Caridad Sanchez. 
‘Their friendship spanned almost five decades, 
having first met in 1956. Mom had just begun 
her career as an actress in Cebu. He was 
young and dashing, she remembers. After 
making "Anak ni Palaris,” he had gone to Cebu. 
to oversee the family's studio equipment busi- 
ness. They hit it off right away. In time, he be- 
came her protector, 

Mom recalls how her boyfriend at the time 
slapped her during an argument. When she. 
told Ronnie aboutit, he sought the abuser and 
punched the living daylights out of him. "Eh 
duwag naman pala yang boyfriend mo (Your 
boyfriend is a coward),” he told mom after- 
wards. 

‘A few months later, he had to begin work 
on the film, “Lo-Waist Gang.” Mom recalls 
how bad she felt that he was leaving Cebu. 
Ronnie promised he would stay in touch, and 
assured her that she should call him if she was 
ever in Manila. "Hanapin mo ako (Look for 
me),"he s 


Hello, old friend 
In 1958, she followed the boyfriend to 
Manila—yes, the same one FPJ had punished 
earlier—but was devastated when he told her 
to return to Cebu because she had no future in 
the big city. Crying her heart out, she remem- 
bered her old friend and called Premiere, his 
home studio. He immediately recognized her 
voice and asked where 
The actress she was. "Hintayin mo 
ako diyan,” he said. 


and FPJ By 5 p.m. he was at 

her doorstep. They 

went out that evening 

were such 2 walked by the 

Luneta seawall with 

good her cousin as chaper- 

А опе, "He had no mon- 

friends еу back then, so we 

just ate peanuts and 

they hada bolit, monisays. "But 

he stoppede from 

‹ going back to Cebu.” 

theme He promised to help 

Ж her But before he 

song could, mom was dis- 
vered by LVN, 

A year later, they 
bumped into each other during a fashion 
show staged by the big three production 
houses—IVN, Sampaguita and Premiere. He 

her he was very happy that she was doing 
well in her care 
Another year passed and, one night, he 


" He asked who the boyfriend 
she told him it was a certain 
ao, he wished her well and 


Spy on him? 
In the early'60s: 


o be, she asked 
companions were. 

“1 walked some distance from Chato but 
didn't go into the club because I also didn't 
want Ronnie to see me spying on him," mom 
says. “So I just told her that yes, he was there 
drinking-with some friends." 

Mom says that through the years prior to 
his marriage to Susan Roces, he told her of all 
his girlfriends and, more often that not, she 
gave her two cents worth about the current 
one. When he fell in love with Susan, mom 
couldn't find anything negative to say. She felt 
Susan would be "very good" for Ronnie, she 
sáys. 

‘The film “Bandana” by Lea Productions, 
Which was mom's home studio in the late 
1960s, was partly shot in our White Plains 
home. The film starred Susan Roces. To this 

1 remember how lovely and regal she 
looked. During breaks, she would rest in my 
parens! bedroom, and mom and she would 
exchange stories. Soon after, on Christmas 
Day 1968, Susan and Ronnie got married in 
church. 


Theme song 
1970, mom made the film “Santiago, 
where Ronnie was the leading man. Onc 
night after a particularly long shooting day 
and he was winding down with friends on the 
serenaded my mom with the Visayan 
'Matud Nila,” It was a running gag be 
them as the years and their unique 
friendship grew, that "Matud Nila” was thei 
"theme song" because it reminded them of 
their younger days in Cebu when they first be- 
came good friends. 

They did not have much communicatio: 
throughout that decade, but they would often 
see each other during show business events 
such as parties and award nights, When m 


Г 


dad died in 1981, his wake agreed. His presence on my wedding day 
Santuario de San Jose in Greenhills, not very made the event all the more special. Mom 
far from where Ronnie lived. He sent over а says she gave him specific instructions to 
huge wreath. come in a baron, se he looked more 
After that, mom says, stories of their early dashing in such an attire rather than in a suit 
friendship began to circulate. She у пеп he arrived, he took aside my mom and, 
prised that many people had found ou ik d, “O ayan, naka- 
their special bond. She had deliberately kept barong ako. Di ba ang guapo (Here I am in a 
quiet about that because she did not barong. Don't I look handsome)?" They both 
people to think she was riding on his popular- laughed. 
йу. had the privilege of worki 


Ninong Ronnie hich he starred in and directed. They were 
When I got married in 1990, I specifically on location in Mariveles for two s 

asked my mom to get FPJ for my ninong months. There, mom says, their fr 

(main sponsor). i admired him both as an ас. grew even stronger. From then on, sh 

tor and as а human being. He immedia: CARIDADI A42 
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Invitation to Jacko ‘crime scene’ 


LOS ANGELES—Michael Jackson is throwing 
the gates of his Neverland Valley Ranch, the 
place where he is accused of molesting a 
young boy, open to a group of visitors on Fri- 
day. 

Jackson spokeswoman Raymone Bain said 
the pop music star had invited a group of peo- 
ple to visit the fairy-tale ranch. 

The spokeswoman declined to identify the 
group but said such invitations were regularly 
extended to various groups, including church 
members. 

She said a member of his entourage had in- 
correctly described the event asa holiday par- 


ty for groups of children. 

It was not clear whether Jackson, 46, 
would be attending. 

‘The entertainer is free on bail ahead of trial 
scheduled for late January on a 10-count in- 
dictment of child molestation. 

Jackson has pleaded innocent. 

Neverland, a sprawling estate in the 
foothills of Santa Barbara, California, has 
played a key role in the case against Jackson. 
Prosecutors allege it was there that, almost 
two years ago, Jackson plied a boy with alco- 
hol, engaged in “lewd acts” with him, then 
conspired with his staff to cover up his mis- 


deeds. 

‘Another pretrial hearing in the case is set 
for Monday when Jackson's defense team will 
seek again to have the charges dismissed. 

Jackson has frequently opened his home to 
children. Video footage shot for a television 
documentary broadcast in 2003 showed chil- 
dren playing on a miniature train ride and 
other theme park style rides in the grounds, 
which also house a small тоо. 

Jackson said last year he no longer consi 
ers Neverland his home after at least two ex- 
tensive police raids searching for evidence 
againsthim. .. Reuters 


Caridad Sanchez loses a friend and a hero 


From page A4-1 


came one of the very few people he trusted 
with his thoughts and secrets. It was also dur- 
ing the making of that film that mom realized. 
how Ronnie had treasured their friendship 
and how vivid the memories of their first 
meeting in Cebu were to him. 

‘After one particularly emotional scene, she 


_remembers, he teased her, "Ring, parang act- 


ing '56 yun ah ... (that was like acting circa 
75б)" Not getting the joke, mom yelled back at 
him, “Hoy, magaling akong artista, ha (Tm a 
good actress)!" He stood there quite stunned, 
mot saying a word. Realizing her folly, my 
mom wanted to kick herself. But being Leo- 
bom (like he was), she didn't apologize. 
Much later, they managed to laugh off the in- 
cident. 


‘Is Carrie there?” 

When the filming of “Butas...” was over, 
Ronnie would call my mom every now and 
then. The yaya at home would know it was 
Mr. Poe, because he liked to humor them by 
speaking in a strange phone voice. “Nandyan 
ba si Carrie (Is Carrie there)?” he would ask. 
Only one person called my mom Carrie. Th 
friendship was so unique and mom was so at- 
tuned to him, that she could tell by the way he 


"U 


| CINEMA 
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addressed her if there was a problem, if he 
wanted to ask her to do something, or if he 
simply wanted to chat. 

“Nag-iiba ang tono ng tawag niya sa pan- 
galan ko (His tone would change),” she says. 

Unknown to many, and for all that macho 
image, FPJ had a fondness for the cartoon 
character Tweety. Mom once gave him a jog- 
ging outfit for his birthday with a Tweety in- 
signia. He was so happy, his good friend Rudy 
Meyer told us, that Ronnie said “Wow!” five 
times. "He was really, basically, a simple man, 
a child inside,” mom says. 

He was also a friend who gave of his time, 
по matter how busy he was. When my son Mi- 
gi died in 1998, FPJ showed up on the first 
night ofthe wake. He arrived at about 10 p.m. 
and, despite a very busy schedule, stayed un- 
til 4 a.m. His generous gift to our family be- 
came part of the initial fund for Migi's Comer, 
play corners for indigent, sick children that 1 
put up in government hospitals. 


Nota doctor 

Three years ago, my mom was afflicted 
with Bell's palsy. FPJ was so upset when he 
found about it much later, after she had al- 
ready healed. He called her and, in an irate 
tone that hardly concealed his concern, he 
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asked why she had not told him earlier 

“Bakit, doktor ka ba (What for, are you a 
doctor)?” my mom replied. He was momen- 
tarily taken aback, but quickly recovered, 
laughing. "Maldita ka talaga (You are incorri 
gible)," he teased her. 

Just before he decided to run in the May 
elections, he called my mom as usual, and 
asked what she thought. She says: "T told him 
that the movie industry and everyone in it 
loved him dearly and held him in high es 
teem. I was very afraid that if he entered poli- 
tics they would be relentless in their pursuit to 
tear him apart and bring him down. | said pol- 
ities was alien territory, and I did not want 
him to be hurt.” 


Last time together 

During the campaign she kept away and, 
instead, silently did her part. They did not 
have much opportunity to speak this year be- 
cause of his hectic schedule. 

‘A month ago, during Norma Blancaflor’s 
wake, was the last time they spent some time 
together. After months of not seeing each oth- 
er and communicating, FPJ was so happy to 
see my mom, he gave her a tight hug. Mom 
felt he wanted to chat all the way until morn- 
ing but she was a little weary and had to ex- 
cuse herself. 

“In my heart I know he was going to tell me 
all about the campaign and maybe what he 
felt about that whole episode in his life," she. 
now says. “I guess now that is the one regret I 
have, I wish I had stayed that night and lis- 
tened.” 

On the night he passed away, mom was in 
the corridor of the ICU at St. Luke's Medical 
Center. She was among the very first people 
who learned of the sad news. 

“Da King,” her friend and hero, has gone 
backHome. ^ "^ = 


olden 
Globes 
2005 : 


Best Actress 
Nomination, 
Nicole Kidman 
for "BIRTH" 


Actress NICOLE KIDMAN has 
been nominated by the 
prestigious GOLDEN GLOBES 2005 
Íor BEST ACTRESS IN A MOTION 
PICTURE (ог her role in BIRTH 

As Anna, Kidman achieves a 
breathtaking emotional transpa- 
rency to portray an intelligent 
woman who discovers another 
side of herself in the face of a 
bizane, yet tantalizing possil 
A lilim about love, mortality and 
the unknown 

BIRTH is still showingin Manila 
theaters 


By Larry Leviste 
Contributor. 


CHRISTMAS is in her eyes. 

For Iza Calzado, actress and star of 
GMA Network's recently concluded 
telenovela “Te Amo," this is the sea- 
son for God's generosity and dressing 
‘up. Being the image model for cloth 
ing brand Regatta and the (тага 
face for Avon, she can indulge in Yule- 
tide goings-on, in style. For its holiday 
look, Regatta designer Joey Samson 
has come up with trendy yet wearable 
outfits, 

Iza has three — upcoming 
movies—'Sigaw,” "Pinoy Blonde" 
and "Guardia de Honor.” 

"Even when I was a kid, my dad 
[director and choreographer Lito 
Calzado] and I would buy items from 
Regatta,” says Iza. “So when they 
asked me to be the brand spokesper- 
son, I didn’t hesitate, 1 like the clothes 
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REGATTA spokesperson 


and I wear them everyday because of 
the ‘sewing, the comfort and the 
stylish concerns. Let's say Regatta is 
weekday wear with a weekend atti- 
tude.’ 


FLOWER POWER ina strapless denim dress 


with a huge applique 


“COLD SHOULDER bared in Regatta's 
holiday separates 


Iza recently gave a talk at her alma 
mater, Miriam College. “1 told one of 
the teachers, when I was in high 
school I never imagined talking about 
God in front of students. I wasn’t ev 
paying attention during Mass. At that 
time, I wasn'ta firm believer in God. 

“But as I was going into show 
started going to Mass and actually 
tening to the Gospel. Suddenly my 
life began to change very f 

The 22 year-old says, I real 
lucky break and that's why I have to 
take care of my career really well. 1 
got to where ama Jot faster and eas 
er than a lot of my peers. God has 
been so good to me so I am working 
for His glory.” 

For gift suggestions or stocking 
stuffers from Regatta, Iza suggests, 
“The logo tees, definitely. Also the ba- 
by tees in yummy colors and stripes. 

reinvented р Of course, 
the boxer shorts in whimsical prints 
and the chiffon tops to conceal holi- 
day bingeing” 
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FPJ generosity 
not surprising, 
says daughter 


By Marinel R. Cruz seemed so in a hurry. He had so  “IDON'T know how 
many things to do for the Christ- 1сап do it justice,” 
FERNANDO Poe Jr's daughter mas party he had been arranging, says Mary Grace 
would like to do what her father and for his films, which he was Llamanzares. 
had been doing to help people," compiling. He was talking about 
even total strangers and often that.” 
anonymously. ЕР] suffered a stroke around 
"Up to now, people would midnight on Dec. 12 and was tak- 
come up to me and say, Your dad- ento St. Luke's Medical Center in 
dy built a kapilya [chapel] in our Quezon City, where he died al- 
town, or ‘Your dad sent me to most two days later. 
school, or Your dad paid for my MS 
mothers medical bills when she Notin a joking mood 
was hospitalized,” said Mary FPJ was not his usual self when 
Grace Liamanzares. “I wasn't sur- he attended the birthday party last 
prised when I heard them say month of Makati City Mayor Jejo- 
these. But Iwas surprised to hear mar Binay, his overall campaign 
that some of these things hap- manager during last Mays presi- 
pened only very recently, like а dential election, according to 
few years before the [latest presi- singer Rico J. Puno, who was also 
dential election)." at the wake Wednesday night. 
Mary Grace said she hoped to “He was pale, and he wasn't 
continue what he did for people, wearing his eyeglasses,” Rico told 
“But to be honest, I cannot begin INQUIRER Entertainment, 
to imagine how I could do justice “Whenever Ronnie [Poe's nick- 
toit.1 feel like my experience and name] saw me, he would playful- 
training are not enough. lypunch mein thestomach,” Rico 
“He learned from life,” she said recalled. “That night, he wasn't 
at her fathers wake at the Sto. like that at all, I noticed that he 
Domingo Church in Quezon City was not his usual self. 
last Wednesday night. "It had “He was wearing clothes simi- 
been trial and error for him. He lar to what he's wearing now,” Ri- 
made errors but his triumphs coadded. “I will never forget that 
made up for his errors. night (of Binay's birthday] be- 
"I have so many good memo- „cause that was the first time | saw 
ries of my father, that's what I feel him in a coat and tie.” 
so fortunate about,” she added. Like many of the late actor's 
"The most vivid memory right supporters, Rico said it was possi- 
now is our last conversation. He FP] GENEROSITY/ AS-3 
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To FPJ, a personal farewell 


THESE past days, I'd been thinking to 
myself: What wasit about FPJ? Why did 
like the man? 

Thad heard about all the macho mo- 
ments in the past. 1 knew about the 
bursts of bullheadedness during the 
presidential campaign, and had been in- 
censed by the incident with reporter 
Sandra Aguinaldo. That the show-biz 
press would not touch these, out of re- 
spect or out of self preservation, did not 
makemea fan. 

ҮР] is the one sacred cow of the in- 
dustry—and Ive never been comfort- 
able around sacred cows. 

Everyone bowed to him. He alone 
chose when he allowed you into his cir- 
de. He set the terms of engagement, 
and woe unto those who were aggres- 
sive and thought they could make a 
friendship happen. 

Personally Td always 
thought that strange. Friend- 


receive; he is king, you are 
subject. 

Between you, there is far 
too, much protocol to make 
friendship happen. 

Apart from that, Ive al- 


ways thoughtit dangerous to Melior, 


get too chummy with the 
people I wrote about. One's 
judgment can be impaired by gestures 
of niceness; one's sense of faimess, com- 
promised by acts of coldness. 

‘Those, I've always known to be the 
operative rules of my trade. And the en- 
tertainment beat is crazy precisely be- 
‘cause it doesn't care about rules! In fact, 
it makes its own. 


FP] stories 

In that setting, I did not think T would 
like FPJ. But dió, 1 truly did. 

Not just polite liked, or professional 
Tied but liked, like I would a nice per- 
son. 

1 did not ever just plop on the chair 
next to his unless he invited me, | never. 
simply picked up the phone to call him. 
And although he wanted to know why 
wasn't in his house last October, that 
was only because YES!, the magazine 
Tm editor of, was doing a shoot of his 
niece Sheryl there, and he didn't know 
any of the people Td sent over. Of 
course, I rushed over. 

So, no, we were not dose. We were 
noteven what [would call friends. 

But! liked his old-school manner. 

Tied it'at he would come to the 
gate of his home to usher a guest in. 
Liked it that he would not ask for his fa- 


OFFICIAL ENTRY TO THE METRO MANILA FILM FESTIVAL 2004 


MARVIN DINGDONG am “ALESSANDRA 
De Rossi 


rew Arellano 


RICA 
Peralejo 


Agustin 


Paolo Contis 


Ana Capri Mark Gil Jay Aquitania Jake Cuenca 


THEME SONG PERFORMED BY THOR, ORIGINAL 


Ciara Sotto 


YES! MAGAZINE pays tribute to FP] in a special issue that will appear with its 
regular January issue. Out Dec. 20, the tribute profiles the man as star and 
person, and tells both the good and the damning stories, about a man who, on 
the balance, lived the life ofa good man. 


vored imported three-in-one 
coffee if the host had some- 
thing already prepared, 
Liked it that he did not sit 
down to eat until everybody 
had been served. 

Liked it that he did not 
complain of the heat, did not 
brag about his cars, did not 
say anything mean about 
anybody. Liked it that, in a 
gathering, he spread himself 
around, hopping from table. 
to table, giving everyone the. 
thing they were waiting for: a chance to 
say they chatted with Da King. 

‘And liked his stories. 

You know how celebrities tend to talk 
about themselves all the time? Well, FPJ 
told his stories better than that. And the. 
times they were about him, they were 
all so self-deprecating 

like his story about his biggest box- 
office flop. “Walang tatalo sa flop namin 
ni Erap. Wala talaga!” he once said to a 
group of reporters. Then he went on to 
tell the story about the miserable flm he 
and his buddy Erap shot in the States, 
where nothing was happening, “na wala 
kaming ginawa ni Erap kundi 
maglakad” | remember asking, “So 
what was the sory about?” He looked at 
me, paused for dramatic effect, then 
said, "Eni hindi ko nga rin alam, e? 

Otherwise, he liked telling stories 
about everyone else, like Amay Bisaya. 

We were at the Manila Hotel then, on 
the day he announced his candidacy. 
And he and Tito Sotto had taken pains 
mot to mix show biz into this political 
event. But, just as they surveyed the lob- 
by, who should they spot but Amay! 
Josling for center space! FPJ was 
chuckling hard. 

1 asked why But he couldnt stop 
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chuckling, so it was Tito Sotto who ex- 
plained that Amay was this okay guy 
‘who, however, had to be in the center of 
the action all the time! Now the thought 
of Amay wreaking havoc on his plan to 
make his Manila Hotel announcement a 
solemn, even sacred, one was killing 
FPJ, and just before the wire agenc 
barged in, he had been guffawing about 
it 

Footnote: Tito sent some people to 
move Amay safely out ofthe way. 


FP], a good man 

Sec, FPJ was a padrino. 

But as padrinos go, he took care ofev- 
erybody, even those who could not tell 
they were a second away from ruining 
his bestlaid plans. 

It probably wasn't easy being him. 

He never eliminated hangerson, 
even if they were of no use to him in the 
past, were in the present to free-load, ог 
had no prospects of being of use in the. 
future. The circle that depended on him. 
just kept getting larger. 

‘As his buddy Susan Tagle once said, 
“He never tumed down anybody who 
asked. Kahit sino, ni hindi namin kaki- 
lala. Basta meron siya, makakakuha ka." 

Ivoted for Raul Roco, but tó this day 
1 have never doubted that FPJ ran for 
ihe presidency because he genuinely 
wanted to make a difference in people's 
lives. 

Twill pity anybody—as 1 will always 
pity ignorance, especially among the in- 
telligent—who doubts that FPJ meant 
it, when he said he wanted to give “hope 
to the poor” and to "give back to the 
people” who made him Da King, 

T know he meant every word. He was 
that kind of man. 

Susan Roces was tight. He didn't 
have to do anything more. He was 

made. They shared a 

good Ше together 
They had nephews 
and nieces they in 
dulged. He could buy 
anything he wanted, 
travel anywhere, live 
very well 

Add to that, FPJ 
never needed pow. 
er—nor wanted it. If 
he did, he wouldnt 
have waited till he was 
64 to make his movel 

No, power was nev- 
er an incentive. It was 
as he said ic was: The 
voices and the clamor 
were insistent and des- 
perate. Tt wouldve 
been cowardly to tum 
his backon that. 

Some sill ask: Why 

; did he think he could 
doit? 

Ah, but there was 
something in the man 
that could, 

Everyone who had 
ever met him knew 
that the man had a 
strength of will—and 
character If he 
thought he was right, 
there was no moving 
him. 

In that stead, he 
could not countenance 
anyone in his govem- 
ment surviving corrup- 
tion. He would never 
have allowed his key 
people to embarrass 
him, much less goad 
him into gambling and 
carousing all night. 

That was another 
thing I picked up inthe 
short time | got to 
know PPJ. His instincts 
were good. 

He could spota fake 
a mile away, He knew 
right from wrong. And 
true, he may have 
made all his inistakes 
in the past, and maybe 
gone to make a few 
more, but there was, in 
the man, a core that 
was good. 

“Truly good. 

Which is more than 
you can say about 
those who declared 
themselves winners in 
the election past. 


THE ENDLESS LINE continues as more and more people pay tribute to the “Da King 
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surprising 
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ble that FPJ took his loss in the May election 
so seriously that it affected his health. “It was 
Ronnie's first time to join polities,” he said. 
“It's possible that he thought the people didn't 
love him and didn't vote for him. 

“Philippine politics is very dirty," added Ri- 
co, himself a former Makati City councilor. “If 
you lose, it doesn't mean no one voted for 
you. It could be that you were cheated.” 


No bad loser 

But Regal Films matriarch Lily Monteverde 
said it was “not in Ronnie's personality to feel 
bad about losing,” 

"Thats not like him,” said Mother Lily. “His 
dream was to help the poor. Thats why he 
wanted to be the leader of the country. He just 
wanted to help change it. 

“His death is a big loss to the industry" 
Mother Lily added of FPJ, who had also pro- 
duced movies through his FPJ Productions. 
"Thisis not known to many, but even when he 
‘was not actively producing films, he was stil 
helping the small actors financially.” 

She said FPJ went to her house one day and 
told her he was interested in making a movie 
under Regal Films. 

“He picked Maricel [Soriano] to be his 
leading lady,” she said. “They made Batang 
Quiapo. He knew that had not been earning 
then, and he wanted to help. 

Talent manager Douglas Quijano said he 
would miss FPJ's “generosity to people who 
needed hima lot.” 


“Buti nga’ 

FPJ's running mate in the elections, former 
Sen. Loren Legarda, described him as “a gen- 
uine person, a rarity these days.” 

“Tve never seen anything like this, the peo- 
ple all wanting to see him," said Loren. “All 
the stories of his boundless generosity are just 
coming out now. We knew about it before, but 
now we have names and faces. ЕР] had done 
all ofthis without fancy or publicity. 

"The effect of the loss of FPJ is not only on. 
the movie industry, not only on cinema or pol- 
ities, but on the whole Filipino nation because 
heisa great Filipino,” she added. 

Loren said FPJ's widow, Susan Roces, told 
her “something interesting” Tuesday night. 

"She was seated beside Mother Lily and 
me,” Loren recounted. “When the family 
viewed FPJ, she said, ‘Look at Ronnie, he's 
smiling. I know that smile. That smile tells 
me, ‘Beh, buti nga. Ako wala nang problema, 
ikaw meron pa." 

“She was smiling, too,” Loren added. "It 
was nice to hear Tita Susan talk that way. 
She's a woman of courage and amazing 


“РШ. NEVER forget that night,” swears Rico 
J, Puno. 


THEY, TOO, look up to FP]—director/actress 
Laurice Guillen and talent manager Douglas 
Quijano. 
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ENTERTAINMENT... 


A CHEERFUL PAUSE in 
atime of grief, with 
former Sen. Nikki 
Coseteng (above, left) 
and actress Caridad 
Sanchez. In black, 
another former senator, 
FPJ's running mate, 
Loren Legarda (left) isa 
regular wake visitor. 


SENATORIAL 
SALUTE from Juan 
Ponce Enrile 


FORMER co-star, ex- 
child star Niño 
Muhlach 


Directed by MAC C. ALEJANDRE 


Hatakin ang inyong loved 
“tones ngayong pasko. 
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.. Now, you can send more MMS messages to your family and friends 
р because we've pulled MMS-sending rates down to just P3.00”. 


Spread the warmth of the Christmas Season with SMART MMS. 
Because now, you can capture more special moments and send for much less. 


*Covers sending of Person-to-Person Photos, Videos and Sound Clips. 


Jazz-up your favorite photos with fun, colorful designs and send to family and friends. 


“To use the PhotoNotest service: ae 
me ge P 
1 Take a picture with your camera phone. z a d 
2 Create an MMS message by асн your RE SANTA але BRAS 
photo and texting: TEMRYXMASE SANTA 
NOTE drame keywords and send to 244, М 
Suc gras rr 5 us 


4, Send to your loved one's celfone. m tUm т "уте . ТЫТ, 


u 
[ nimm c e Rags 


‘PhotoNotes downloads cost P1500 each, HAPNEWIEAR ` НАРНОЦОАҮ ШУМ  NAUGHTYNICE — HOLDATHUGS 


MAUGAYANGPAXO ^ HONMERIXMAS 


For more Christmas downloads, text XMAS to 209. 


To se GPRS шәр on your pone, tex SET GPRS «рога mode to 211. | To зе МИӉ кийер ок yer phase. e SET MMS «phone moda to 11. 
E SET GPRS «МИО? To score GPRS оп our hose teke GPRS ON ta 33. |x SET MPS NEO. копа MMS ea yor phos vert HPS ON to I 


ENJOY VIVID MULTIMEDIA FEATURES ON YOUR CELFONE. ACTIVATE YOUR SMART GPRS AND MMS NOW. ) 


Fer amma э резин ты ти сй DAI Hea tU 
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By Margie Quimpo-Espino the country 

dieta == Не also favors having more Fil- 
TGOING British 3 ipino professionals in the UK. 
SONG pa There are 102,000 Filipinos in 
ma i Britain, 1,000 of whom are stu- 
the Philippines dents. He says efforts are being 
Paul Dimond has seen made to encourage more Filipino 
more places in the coun- gong quien and bringing vp thera: 
E 1 105,000 to go tothe UK instea 

шл mon of the US for graduate studies. 


He says since he was posted in 3 Depletion theory 
the Philippines two and a half paperpin Bou, saps 
years ago he has been travelling وف ماز‎ E eee н 
= the country almost every Britain for Filipino workers 
M specifically nurses, caregivers, 
By MG ag eran Rotel and restaurant staf, soft 
year-old will bid adiew to the Medea m кыр te 
British diplomatic corps, where Gako d kaia, k De 
he spent 4l years in and sy Da ca British government encourages 
goodbye to his last post—a coun- IND the workers to bring their fami- 
Es pes pus panig San = read the local newspapers. І need [ies to the UK after a certain peri- 
mond was the guest of the to bala - 
жиза UE ы ок Epi [ua оек Сте pointsoura ON THE lighter side, he talks of eating a sea mantisin Jolo—"iť’slikean oversized prawn but the tasteis , 
roundtable discussion where he Dimond looks forward to be- vital issue: that is not currently be- PHOTOS BY EUGENEARANETA 
graciously answered a series of coming a private citizen. He is set ing addressed. He calls it the de- He eventually got posted in Japan growth will not be far behind. not lack of funding but the ab- 
questions that ranged from pol to go back to his home in London pletion theory. years later. He talks of meeting Dato Pa- sorptive capacity of the local en- 
tics trade to бе personal: at the end of the year where his “То stay overseas in the lo 5 glas who converted a war zone virons. He mentions supporting 
Ever the true diplomat, he 95-year-old mother, who lives by term you will lose the multiplier Memories into a banana plantation where the local poverty reduction action 
claims he starts a typical day by herself, resides. effect If too many of the middle When he leaves the Philip. people of varied cultures and reli- team (LPRATS) which helps train 
reading the Inguier—first the “It will be the first time in 41 class are not in the Philippines pines, he will carry memories that gions have been able to live har- local officials. 
front page then the opinion page. and threefourth years where 1 you will notsee he vibrantmulti- not many Filipinos would ever moniously the past years. (See... Heishelping organize a donor's 
cum of media isso subtle, will have no set agenda on a Mon- plier effect.” experience. story on Page B4.) conference in June for Mindanao. 
по offense is taken day morning,” he laughs. ‘This means ifthe Filipinos de- He talks ofhanding over a small Оп the lighter side, he talks of But Dimond's main preoccupa- 
. “It sets the scene. The value of But he says Asia is part of my cide to stay abroad, the impact of seaweed processing facility to for- eating a sea mantis in 3010—19 tion when he gets to London is to 
itas a strategic point, areference life” and would like to take on a their money on the local econo- mer members of the Moro Islamic. like an oversized prawn but the helpa British charity which helps re- 
point. We cherish the freedom of role in London where he сап my will be gone because the ten- Liberation Front who have given taste is out ofthis world.” store broken nerves of individuals. 
media but we need to remind “maintain contact with my dency is to just bring families uparmsand decided tocontribute Dimond pushed for the in- — Heis definite about visiting the 
ourselves one needs to balance  friendsin Asia.” with them, to the country’s economy. volvement of the British govern- Philippines again. But if he does 
our view of the world from the He bats for increased trade be- Before his Manila post, Dimond Seeing this made Dimond very ment in programs that aim to not, the country will have a physt- 
prism of media, As ambassador 1 tween the Philippines and Europe was in Tokyo. His frst foray imo optimistic that peace will eventual- train local people for the entry of eal presence in his London home 
learn a lot [from reading the pointing out the European com- diplomacy was as a language stu- ly be achieved in Mindanao. Hebe- funds for development. as he is set to take with him some 
newspaper]. I travel a lot and | munity is the biggest investor in dent in Tokyo learning Japanese. lieves that with peace, economic Не points out the problem is Cebu-made furniture. 


live the beauty of nature, everyday, fon the rif price 4%, 
“AYALA GREENFIELD ESTATES 


n are also the picture-pretty images framed by the windows of your home. Ayala Greenfield 
Estates’ steadily growing community has prided itself in being amidst the actual tranquility and breathtaking artistry o£ 
nature. Ask residents why they chose to live in this exclusive development, and one of the top resounding answers is: its 
remarkable views. 


A number of lots are now made available, featuring the best views one can never tire of secing on a daily basis. These 
strategically situated lots are made even more affordable by special payment schemes, and may be classified as Premiere 
Lots (which offer the most superb vantage points for viewing Ayala Greenfield Estates and its surroundings), or Sunrise 
Lots (which directly face the morning sun). 


The different location types are as follows: 


Estate Lots 
© Highly elevated, windy, kirge parcels with scenic perspectives of Mt. 
Makiling and Tagaytay Ridge. 
e Lotsizes range from 901 to 1,778 square meters. 
Fairway Lots 
dy lors that offer grear views of the golf course, have no 
hbors at their back portions, and are very near the Golf and 
Leisure Ch 
= Lotsizes range from 732 to 872 square meters. 


Nature Trail Lots 
Estate Lots e Are ideal for peaceful nature communes, have good backyard 
potential, and offer glimpses of Laguna de B 
se to Phase 2s new Arbor Trails amenities, which include picnic 
hanging bridge and a view deck. 
e Lot sizes range from 481 io 682 square meters. 
(Clubhouse View Lots 
Windy lors that are mere steps away from the Golf and Leis 
and are nature-gazing spots that allow glimpses at majestic Mt. 
Makiling 
о Lotsizes range from391 ro 837 square meters. 


"This splendid assortment of lots guarantees the best living and recreational 
conditions thar the one, true golf and leisure community in the country is esteso AR 
already known for. Ayala Greenfield Estates brings the finest amenities and a 
dedication to service that has won over many homeowners to this unique 


E sports and relaxation paradise. Every purchase also entitles owners an " 

Fairway Lots GS йек ре EE Clubhouse View Lots 
For further details on these distinctive lots and Ayala Greenfield Estates, please call 848-5000, log on to 
wwwayalaland.com.ph, or email ayala-sales@ayalaland.com.ph. 
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All a business traveler 
wants for Christmas 


By Sandra Garcia and still camera, hi-resolu- 
Contributor tion touch screen display, 
etc. Swiss Army Knife's fl 
OR the business Swissmemory USB is for 
traveler who is al- travelers who like work- 
ways on the road ing on the plane. The air 
all year-round, light. tavel version include 
weight, practical and red LED light and a ball- 
н pointonly. 
high tech are the key ele- soy; 
ments to consider when DocuPen is a 
looking for their perfect pen-sized 
present. battery- 
Give gadgets that will keep powered 
m him or her scanner To. 
connected scan, one 
BUSINESS to the office just has = V - 
TRAVEL like wireless slide down THELEVENGERisa bag that looks good with or 
fw Internet the page. without the laptop. 
through aWi-Fifinderoramo- Once it is 
bile phone packed with fea- plugged intoa computer, itup- А neck pillow will ensure he 
tures: wireless email, video loadsallthepagesscanned. or she doesn’t sleep on his seat- 
mate’s shoulders. The dual- 
г - chambered American Tourister 
Join the country's First-Ever travel pillow allows individual 
cushioning of 
e Store head and . Ф paaa 
neck for maxi- а friendly brief- 
FRANCHISE! mum relax case that looks 
ation, ad- ж : good with or 
д таг justable by in- p^ without the 
flating each pe d = laptop. 
padwife team, anew dul section forde Py, RS S ge Other prac- 
yd * sired support 4 tical presents 
Familiar with and firmness. ËED are portable 
ел a hi? An alarm DVDs, mini- 
Peopleand clock will en- THE SWISS MEMORY USB. The umbrella, a 
‘ommunity-Oriented? — sure he or she travel version includes a red LED good book, 
doesn’t miss lightanda pen only but be prepared greeting 
her appoint. forairportsecuritytotakeacloser cards, digital 
ments. look—it still looks like a knife. camera, palm 
DINGS, INC. Outgoing and Energetic? You сап pilot, head- 
safe Blog. Eme: 7 Я never go wrong with luggage. phones, manicure set, business 
و‎ Committed torunning рог short trips, the business card holder, portable iron, slip- 


S full-time business? A 
(632) 687-1703: 487-1697: 34 bang ess? traveler will appreciate the pers, a comfortable pair of 


N Fox: (632) вв: overnight carry-on bag which shoes that expand or a travel- pia 
ie AG PANALO KA DITO!  Qvernighi carry-on bag whic е uix ee ^ 
"Website: www prgancus gon fits beneath the plane seat. ing golf bag. WITH DocuPen hand-held scanner, just scan the page and connect to 
" dsl The Levenger bag is a trendy aues computer where you can download scanned pages. 


A retiree, an OFW,a husband- 


* Enterpreneurial and 
Motivated to Succeed? 


Celiphones • Digital Cameras • Laptops • PRAS • Music Players 


The country’s first and only mobile device and technology road show over 8 months in 16 venues nationwide. 


Complete your mobile technology lifestyle and get a chance to win cool prizes including an HP iPAQ RX1710. 
Visit the Buhay Wireless Café nearest you. 


December 23 - 29 
SM Megamall 
Cyherzone, 4/F Mega B 


Go gadget crazy this Christmas! 


Treat yourself this New Year with awesome toys. 


Panasonic Seagate " Ф МІ LITE)! OF ARCHOS sirhorneaccess SONY. 
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Canada quietly NEGOSYONG foodcart FRANCHISE 4 (ур PSBank 
5 Start Your Own Business! Z 
helping RP for esr] US Dollar 
over 30 years now : Tue Derosm 


DAVAO CITY—For munities since the tonomous Region for 

the past 30 years, Canada Fund began Muslim Mindanao 
Canada has been the in 1972. (ARMM). 
country's major — TheBooklwasfo He said some $19 
donor in pushing for cused on Luzon while million is allotted for 
sustainable develop- Book2,on Visayas. е many projects 
ment, as could be The Third Book that would cover and 


Seen in its more than highlights °` е “assist all municipali- 3months 3.000% 3.250% 3.500% 3.500% 
1,000 projects across uniqueness of the ties” inthe ARMM. 


9 9 » 7 
the country. people of Mindanao Sutherland said Omonitis 3250% 3.250% 9-500% 3.500% 


Canadian Ambas- in having to face there was а need to [omien apr Tape EN 12months 3.250% 3.500% 3.500% 3.500% 
sador to the Philip- their age-old prob- achieve develop- ENS SUPPORT e PAST ОШЕН, 253 БЕН i WES ther Rd 
pines Peter Suther- lems, their determi- ment in the country PARAR pg ppp, 1028 Аа Co Ct Wash etre canon parson ш n 
land said such com. nation and hardship in order to achieve |,FRANGON, ING. co Hesio Are, ed i Visit any of our 139 PSBank Branches nationwide. 
initment would con- that define their suc- peace. Dennis Jay C. nee" 5 697,909 637-2310 * 631-2293. Member of the PDIC. Maximum Deposit insurance for each Dopositor 2500020 
tinue in the coming cess asan individual. Santos, PDI Min- 
decades. North Cotabato danao Bureau 
Sutherland, along parish priest Robert 
with his key officials Layson recalled their 
and local nongovern- experience during 
ment organization the 2000 warin Pikit, 
partners, washereon wherein the Canada 
Wednesday to sign Fund came to their 
the memorandum of parish and offered 
agreement between P790,000 intended 
small-medium enter- for the supplemental 
prises (SMEs) and feeding of thousands 
the Mindanao Busi- of child evacuees. 
hess Council (MBC), The gesture, 
a book launching Layson said, paved 
that chronicles three the way for the out- 
decades of Canadian pouring of govem- 
funding for local ini- ment- and non- 
tiatives in the coun- government support 
пу and a turnover to address the needs 
ceremony of a school ofthe displaced fami- 
facility to the indige- lies. 
nous people in Datu ‘The Canada Fund 
Salumay,  Marilog, was also instrumen- 
Paquibato District tal in providing basic 
here. education for the in- 
Sutherland said digenous people. 
their approach tothe Памап Center for 
development pro- Peace and Sustain- 
jects is going to the able Development 
“grassroots levels" to chair Benjamin Aba- 
help communities diano said at least P2 
achieve “self empow- million was donated 
erment.” for the school build- 
“We expect that ing facility for the 
the idea comes from Matigsalog children 
the Filipinos and we in Marilog District 
givealitleofourex- here. 9 - 
pertise and a little fi- Abadiano, who E A b 7 
nance,” Sutherland маз also the prime 4 е 3 Ay bi hil 
said. mover of Tabang А гы we 
‘This finance Mindanaw, an NGO UTI 
(donor funds), which that helps war evac- 4 я E: j ni 197 tl ) 
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Open to Luzon, Vi: 


Comes from Canadi- uees, said they “start- 
an International De- ed from scratch” Я 
velopment Agency when they built the 3 "ug 
(CIDA), a project school building. 
managed by the Em- He said the chil- 
assy of Canada and dren in elementary 
the Canada Fund for are now undergoing 
Local Initiatives, literacy programs. 
amounts to $25 mil- The high school stu- 
lion a year. dents who usually 
The agreement trek several kilome- 
signed between the ters daily toward che 
SMEs and MBC, public school, now 
Sutherland said, was has a school in their 
designed to help lo- own village. 
cal communities fur- Abadiano said 
ther promote their they were eyeing a 
enterprise, thus cre- college in the next 
ating more jobs for few years, which is a 
the many unem- development very 
ployed. much welcomed by 
The" recently the village tribal el- 2 А Ae eed 
Jnunched Philippine- ders it makes this coupon somewhat useless, unless you're into origami 
Canada Develop- “We did not expect а Ha NG api 
ment Cooperation this to happen in a or collecting ads with big red stars. But if (and that's a big if) you 
third book titled “Tat. small village like 
long Dekada, Sari- ours," Pastor Jaime . do experience interruption and we don't reconnect your Internet 
saring Istorya” Ombon, a villager, 
chronicles the "вис. said. within 24 hours, we'll give you P500*. Let's just say, we still don't 
cess stories” of local Gerard — Belager, 
partnership bringing head of CIDA, said a have it up after another 24 hours, you can collect P500 more for 
positive change in “brand new project” 
their respective com- is going to the Au- 


Right now, you’re probably thinking where you last put those 
scissors so you can cut out this coupon. Forget it. SkyDSL Broadband 


Internet provides service that's so consistent, so dependable, 


every day of delay. A total rebate equivalent to your monthly fee 


All a business can be yours. That's putting our money where our mouth 
is regarding the reliability of our service. Which makes us 

traveler wants 
a wonder if other providers, offering these so-called speedy 
for Christmas NANG PA PG ы о NO 


From pago B2 
And of course, the intangibles form ev- 
ery business traveler's wish list: More a 
plane leg room, shorter immigration 
queue, hassle-free transport from airport, 
two weeks without any travel, more time powered by SKY'i nternet* Extremely fast in every way! 
for the kids, wrinkle-free clothes, on time 
connecting flights, a seatmate who does 
not snore, a smile from airline crew during 
flight delays and time, time, time! 
Business Travel Tip: Female business 
travelers who are always on the go, check 
out Toni and Guy's Oleg Stepanon, foreign 
stylist and art director, for a manageable 


b "di th ad. i: 
Pana улы Mad Pe, Subscribe to SkyDSL's extremely fast 640 kbps unlimited at P2,699/month (P1,999/month for the first 3 months). 


City. SkyDSL 128 kbps unlimited is now faster at 256 kbps stili at P1,699/month. 5-day free trial with no strings attached, 
Happy (traveling) holidays! a Call 449-3293 or 449-3118 or visit www, skyinet.net. 
Feedback at sdg1402@yahoo.com 
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Profile of four ex-CEOs’ social conscience 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao pa in the communities where itoper- 


a ates. 

CORPORATIONS have for a long : “It behooves us to reach out be- 
time been viewed as part of the fi. “ Р] cause we need that in this coun- 
evil empire that live for no other pe р try. It is hard to stand alone with 
purpose than to makea profit. 1 UZ such poverty in the countryside,” 

The sentiment toward these = AEN : P Brimo explains. 
companies slowly changed + y "This is one reason why Philex 
throughout the years, because 4 [3 has lived by the principles of sus 
these same profitable firms E^. tainable development and corpo- 
poured in huge funds to protect $ таге social responsibility long be- 
the environment, invest in public ~ Î fore these become the buzzwords, 
education and bankroll projects г they are today. 
that seek to help those in need. 7 р "These are ingrained in our 

Studies show corporations’ ef- REE d mission statement and code of 
forts to help others, however, are 7 - ethics and for these to work, it 
only as good as the CEOs’ com- BÉ must be a policy and all the em: 
mitment, ^ ployees know that. This means 

1f the CEO does not buy into. that an employee would keep his 
the concept, then the volunteer 1 " " area clean, would be involved iri 
efforts and corporate responsibi & cs projects like reforestation,” 
ity projects die a natural death. BY Brimo says. 

Fortunately, tliere is an increas- у * ү Brimo adds that Philex is guic 
ing tribe of CEOs that have lent н » 3 ed by the provisions of the Mining 
time, effort and sometimes their a Act of 1995, which prescribes 
own money to worthwhile pro- т i that at least one percent of min: 
jects. "e ing and milling costs be set aside 

SundayBiz features here some " UT for social and development pro: 
of these CEOs, who are also ac- Dee КО jects and another one percent for 
tive in the Philippine Business for 1 Hess ; ? VER environment programs. 


Social Progress Philex, however, had social 
л he paradigm must be changed, we say look, you may not be able to give money, but why not volunteer or pr up UG es a 


Juan B. Santos— expertise. Itis in fact in times of economic difficulties that the need for help is greater. place long before the passage of 


Small over the big ties that the need for help is philanthropic journey. eral and political leaders, saw want to be like them, then we the act that covers all mining 
NESTLE Philippines chair Juan B, Seer" he stresses Не started with just very basic that while he and other political have to study and learn," he says, companies, | 
"up кук eM. Santos cites companies such as charity, such as giving money to families were living well, the The people took up the chal- IN куа eray ae 
Santo candidly nel o py Boysen Paints that takes the time beggars and religious groups. members of the community re- lenge and now the la Frutera project in Tuba, Benguet, for in- 
raoe dasto sehne he coun, Outro help train people on proper Later on he formed partnerships mained poor ` plantation in Datu Paglas exports Stance, it was able to provide free 
aae kas to net pung. Painting techniques, and Monark with groups such as Don Bosco. did not ses any economic de... top quality bananas о the Middle о 
poverty and unemployment Equipment that shares its heavy Не would put up the land while velopment jn Muslim areas East, Iran, Japan, China, Korea well as the chi p in nearby 
very and unemployment cip. equipment fr PBSP projects. Гоп Bosco would put up the ° where nly the leaders seemed ro and on ап exploratory basi, to communities, — farm-to-market 
project with specifie goals ten Companies such as these, he schoo. develop. | was not comfortable Singapore and Hong Kong. ag (ean CH 
ets his full attention and a big 595 did not have big budgets, 33 Aboitiz's father Eduardo, fol- with it," Paglas said. More importantly the La livel lihood projects. 
Me EM packed edu. yet were still able to makea posi: lowed his fathers example but Thus, when he turned 28 and Frutera plantation, the only for. | Some 17.000 students went 

Santos says this is why he has in. ЧУ impact on the lives of the took it to the next level, by became mayor of Datu Paglas in eign investment in ARMM, has throug! ا‎ elementary 
volved himself fully in corporate people they help. Н putting up the Ramon Aboitiz Maguindanao, Autonomous Re- become a showcase of cross-cul- school and ped 4,000 got 
responsibilty projects of the Philip- “The cost may be very little bur Foundation Inc, and engaging а gion of Muslim Mindanao, he de- tural harmony, proving that if per school diplomas. Quite 
pine Business for Social Progress, the effect is big, it can feally full-time staff to draw up long- gp d Q, there is a common goal anda ® ge he says, went on to finish 
Ter tnt busines can gui Change the life of people,” he term social development projects F ics leader willing to make the засн. Cole tear f 
AG atan in people’ lives E > . to help the communities where P. fices, it is possible to heal old "even received a letter from 
other than just providing quality  Sentos also cites companies the Aboitiz group is present. Ei $^. hurts and bring different people one of our ey ne who 
ores that have adopted the principles “The foundation focused on w together toward progress. said pga pis school m. 

Опе such project is PBsps of environmental protection and Visayas and Mindanao not only ¢ > “The experience of la Frucera tem, his five children have be- 

sustainability taught by Nestle because we have operations here in doing business provided a liv- come professionals, I realize that 
Philippines through its Greening but also because these are the ar- Р ing showcase to many observers, i$ one generation away from 
the Supply Chain project. eas that are not so much ad- P» ч and made potential investors re- nona Sui A good mni for 
ease 3 “As a multinational company, dressed by other foundations," D j alize that foreign investments Meto know that we really make a 
ои онири we follow certain guidelines on. Aboitiz says. could indeed work underoureul diference” езду, 
popen see ^ the environment but then our Eduardo also became one of d ture, that Western type manage. Philex is also involved in refor- 
i people said these are not going to the founding members of the PB- Я ment could blend with traditional station efforts that garnered var: 
have an effect if it is only prac- SR because of the belief that there practices,” he says. fous awards such as "Best Mining 
ticed in the company, it should be іза need for organized or institu- It is because of the many Forest” and “Presidential Mineral 
shared. That was how the project tionalized methods of doing so- fruits of their labor that Paglas Industry Environmental Plat; 
came about in 2002,” he says. cial projects, since many individ- has taken it upon himself to du- inum Award.” 

Nestle has so far included 76 ual companies lack the expertise plicate the success of Datu Pa. Another major testament to 
companies in its Greening the todoitontheirown. glas in other areas in Muslim  Philexs environmental principles 
Supply Chain project and the on- Не says the Aboitiz group Mindanao. is its ISO 14001 certification for 
ly condition that Nestle asked of pouses corporate responsibility He is also informing others of its environmental management 
companies adopt а commu them is the passion to implement because it has become an indeli- the beauty of cross-cultural har- System, given in September last 
companies adopt nagan. these environmental protection. ble part ofits culture. E. mony as chair of the advisory Je, an frst and 
рде the baran, principles and this should sare “Helping others is a serious iN... PAGLAS: Thekeyisthewilingness comminee for the business and „ uA Ie nu 
fay such as providing water and “OM the top management tent on our part. We have more ofboth sides to adjust to each peace program of the Philippine зо far the only major metallic 
anG Yata com. Santos says the lessons these than 80 people in the private other's cultura! peculiarities. Business for Social Progress. mineio have obtained an 1S0 cer- 
uence companies leamed have done foundation and the corporate u vo g 7 "The key is the willingness of tification for environmental man- 

"I ат personally excited about wonders for their business, some foundation Aboitiz Group Foun- Кер to do something sS both sides to adjust to each oth реа t 
kam personally erchee abot. reported significant cus in their dation Iné,” he says. the situation and he chose the ers cultural peculiarities which | о 
Where ie a scorecard We are de. costsand they are now spreading “What we want is to share WI ai pe nee would often be put to the test, in- Romero ae Desperate 
Ws Rom that mentality ofa tHe Word to other companies, what we can in the places we op- Te Young moy M the terpersonal relationships within ethnic and cultura! backgrounds 
уш, ont we Lele cian Не stresses that there really is erate and we do not do doleaus. community to espouse peace fO the clan are often puron the line, She Pio of iss employees are 
daleout, Waar ме sen de em Pon по way for busines to go but fo Thar s easy and fas, tis rhe cre.. let progres. cregp ino ihe сот, frustrations came and emotions COM oe 
ee Sree аы go beyond their business sphere ative way of working with com. munity, and by the time he often get in the line of decision om, what im called Indigenous 

$a NE faction he вез TNA reach out to the less advan- munities on providing them with Stepped down, as mayor aiey making, but as they зау one has PZP aaa 
Ton a a ааб a opportunities that do по lead о three terms, Daru Paglas turned ro pay the price in the fom of"... Hee thei way of ife so they 
formed kam one marked by , "We in business have a duty to dependency that is more chal- from a war one in the 19805104 tears, sweatand blood,” he says, (0 change thelr way of life so sity 

help address these problems. We lenging,” he stresses. town with a zero crime rate since ч come from different areas and 
have a stake because if we don't, — AGFlfocusesoneducation,en. 1991 Gerard Brimo— choose to work here and we ac- 
then there will be consequences  terprise development and prima- Datu Pagka PITO ka a m Wealth in poverty E ae a 
1 and we should sell these ideas to ту health and childcare because it Plaza surrounded by the flags of k , , Brimo believes thar an i 
able" and more than enough 0 our peers," Santos says. believes in implementing pro. countries that helped his town; a GERARD Drimo, former presi ing number of Filipino compa- 
compensate the time and effort Я мз Mame that empower people to Pyramid of Peace and a Tower of dent of Philex Mining Corp, says nies not just mining firms, have 
that he puts into these projects. 8 Roberto E, Aboitiz fhange and improve the quality Guns, symbolic of the surrender mining is one industry that can realized that they have to help re- 

"That satisfaction is duplicated idem * ofria lives; T of “lawless elements who laid truly generate wealth in poverty duce poverty, especially in the 
across the other social responsi. Continuing lolo's More recently, the group acted their guns to rest.” alleviation because mineral-rich Philippines where it is so ram- 
bility projects that he is involved supe fore ncn Mo bree together Ап progress did come. There resources are usually in remote, pant А 
in and he is one who shares his 3 ES Ng о are now roads that connect the far-flung areas in the Philippines. “1 believe that most large com- 

th THE HIGHLY diversified Aboitiz different sectors of society such as ч $ 
experiences with others to get ei b Such 25 owntothe restofthecommunity These same areas are also panies realize that we have to. 
more private sector participation, Soup of companies with inter. nongovemment organizadora © ced the Land Bank of the Philip- among the poorest, thus, Brimo ibute, that we are not just 

M ee . group Of companies with ner) calgovemmencunisand business and the Land Bank of the Philip- among the poorest thus Віто contribute, that we are not Jt 
а це passion WG E fa cl fo tackle urgent social issues such pines came in and offered financ- believes it is part of Philex's re. chere to realize income for our 
ing to contaminate them (private estate, was born out of a closely Lo Nara іл Мепо ing for livelihood projects. sponsibilities to reach out and stockholders but to help individu- 
sector) with,” he says. held family enterprise with only sustainabiliy in Moof Most importantly, foreign in- help raise the standard of living als as well," he says. 

Santos says he is heartened by 10employees. Cebu and improving the quality of oes | 
AA зву Пе 1 imore cons Throughout the century that public school education, vee dared to 1997 to develo» 
panies, hom multinationals. ro the Aboitiz group made great Ме believe in working with TOM fno а world-class ba- 
small enterprises, who feel that Strides in growing its business, it M мееш TES. дааа ы 
they have a responsibility to help never forgot its beginnings and get the en RS urne. 
ае сатти Theres dedicated аео helping others complish more han just talk." he e ey Arabia, he. United 
however still a long way to go. improve themselves. mE in. States and local counterparts be- 

Mec e а ота Peel of... Roberto E Aboitiz, presidenrof Aboitiz stresses that these prin- Шош 
understanding yet but the start is Aboitiz Land inc. anda member of. ciples of helping others are in- RID. ы Cul ы д 
good. Weare in the take-off stake the third generation of the Aboitiz grained in the individual employ- pay 00 ni у g 
Ven in the area of sustainable family, says it was his grandfather ees, making many of them enger i ү Pee б be 
development.” he says. Ramon who started the groups Volunteers, ready to lend their t first there was за ya 

One reason behind the limited time and effort for worthwhile ie echnicians sworn i yor 
umber of companies involved іт [f^^ е Of Mislead) тауыш) and 
social responsibility projects is fi х “I have always believed that Of Muslims, everywhere, an 
the misconception that these pro- x everybody wants to participate in aurea ben gd orem 
jects are only for the big multina- Bi aa making a better world and if they Wio Wows have Muslims, Han 
tional companies or large Philip- Ng know that the company is doing кыла former members of ће 
pine corporations with big bud- something, they feel proud work- Moro Islamic Liberation Front, as 

ing for that company," he says, their superiors. 
ges, Ud N cy Paglas found it difficult himself 
lesson баг tes pros : Toto Paglas Rising for he vod e o 
are only for big business that is A froma war zone accept them and work together if 
why we do a lot of effort to pro- DATU Ibrahim Pendatun Paglas the vision or the plantation would 
inote that spirit that it is not limit- Ко Ill was just in Grade 2 when he ге- ever be fulfilled. The community 
mieie business,” he says, é ў alized that there was something soon followed his lead. 

i in paradigm must be d E wrong with the way people lived — "I, asa Muslim myself, told the 
hanged, we say look, you may Р t in his hometown in Maguin- people that our problem is educa- 
not be able to give money, but 5 danao. tion. We may want to be the su- 

Why not volunteer or provide Paglas, who came froma domi- pervisors but we can't because we 
ome of your expertise, It is in ABOITIZ: Helping othersisa лат political and economic clan lack the knowledge, so for now  BRIMO: It behooves us to reach out because we need that In this 
fact in times of economie difficul- serious intent on our part, that has produced a senator, gen- we have to learn from them, If we country. It is hard to stand alone with such poverty in the countryside, 


Step-up project that strives to 
help improve the living condition 
bf selected poor barangays in 23 


“Tam proud of that project be- 
cause unlike many projects for so- 
called poverty reduction, here the 
help is pinpointed. These may be 
small, little changes but these 
change their lives,” Santos says. 
He was also attracted to the 
project because of the participa- 
Hon of the private sector, in that 


muddy streets with no access to 
‘water to one that is well-planned 
and maintained is "immeasur- 


CLASSIFIEDS . 


SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 19, 2004 


‘MARKETING / SALES AGENTS 


We are a five-year old company that has made its mark in the 
remanufacture and reconditioning of trucks and equipment. We 
аге known in the industry for our dynamism, professionalism, and 
our outstanding track record. 


We are looking for marketing / sales agents who will comprise our 
2005 Sales Training Program. We offer attractive commission 
packages, professional marketing and management support 
training, and other benefits. 


Please submit application letter and comprehensive resumé at 
our office and showroom at 933 EDSA, Quezon City, or tax to 410- 
9224 / 927-1735 or send by етай to: glctruck@ yahoo.com 


Republic of the Philippines. 
Department of Education 
DepED Complex, Meralco Ave, Pasig City 


Invitation for Bids 


The Rapublic of the Philippines through the Department of Education. 
(DepED) has received а loan from the Asian Development Bank (ADB). It 
is intended to apply рап ofthe proceeds of thls loan to eligible payments 
Under the contracts for the Supply and Delivery ol Makabayan Textbooks. 
(TXs) and Teachers’ Manuals (TMs) under SEDIP. 

. тһе Department ol Education (DepED) through the Bids and Awards 
Committee (GAC) invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the Supply 
and Dellvery of Makabayan TXs and TMs in Music, Arts, Physical 
Education and Health (MAPEH) ist- 4th year to secondary schools under 
БЕРІ, as follows: 

2.1 Lol 1: 249,198 copies of MAPEH | Textbooks and 3,899 copies of 
Teachers’ Manuals 
22 Lot 2: 218,190 coples of MAPEH Il Textbooks and 3.448 coples of 
Teachers" Manuals: 
2.3 Lot 3: 181,802 copies ol MAPEH Ш Textbooks and 2.973 copies ol 
Teachers’ Manuals 
24 1214: 154,855 coplas ol MAPEH IV Textbooks and 2,612 coples of 
Teachers’ Manuals 
Estimated Printing and Del very Completion Period: 120 days. 
Indicative Printing and Delivery Oates: April to July 2005. 
"The made ol procurement shall be through Intemational Shopping (IS) A 
bidder may opt to bid on any or ай of the lots required. 
Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information or inspect the 
Bidding Documents from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. staring December 28, 
2004 ai ine Bids and Awards Committee (BAC) Осе, Ground Floor, Rizal 
1 Building, DepED Complex. Pasig City. 1605 Philippines, Tel. Nos. (632) 
636-6542 / 633-9342 or at Fax No. (682) 635-3782. Information is also 
avalable at ilpIwww.deped gov.ph or vnrwprocuremantsorvice.org. 
А complete set of Bidding Documents in English may be purchased by 
interested ellglble bidders upon submission of а written application to the 
address given in paragraph 4 and payment of a non-relundatle fee in the 
‘amount of Php 1,000.00. The method o! payment wil be cash, cashier's 
check, manager's check, or cerilied check. 
All bids shall be accompanied by a bid security of nol less than 2.5% of 
{ha foal bid amount, in Philippine peso orin any freely convertible currency 
ol eligible countries and shall be delivered in accordance with the 
Insttutions to Bidders on or before 10:00 a.m. on January 23, 2005 at 
Bulwagan ng Karunungan, Rizal 1 Building, DepED Complex, Meralco 
Avenue, Pasig City, Philippines 
Prior to bid opening, a pre-bid conference shall be conducted on January 
310, 2005 at 10:00 a.m. atthe same address indicated in paragraph 6. 
‘The DepED reserves the right to accept and reject any or ай bids and to 
‘annul the bidding process at any lime prior to award of Contract (s) without 
incurring any liability to ihe alfected bidders and to waive any minor 
Infoxmalty ог nan-conlecmily in a bid which does not constitute a material 
deviation, provided such waiver will not prejudice or aflect competitive 
ranking of any bid. 


(S94.) JUAN MIGUEL M. LUZ 
Undersecretary and Chairperson 
Bids and Awards Committee 
1е01- December 19826,2000) 


Repub ol he Philippines 
Department ol Heat. EE 


CENTRAL OFFICE Te) 1534301 oc e2? 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE Емизе тийди 


(46 Santano Cond 
fas Arena. Sa Cuz 


в December 2004 
REJRVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
(REBID) SECURITY SERVICES 
IFB No, 2004-12-27 (29) 

“The Department of Health (DOH), through the appropriation provided under. 
the DOH budget (RA No. 9206) Intends lo apply the sum ol approximately 
‘Nineteen Milton One Hundred Fify Seven Thousand Two Hundred Eighty 
Philopine Pesos (PhP 19, 157,280.00). to provide (REBID) SECURITY 
SERVICES to he DOH Central Otice for the CY 2005. 
The Department of Health not invites sealed Bids Кот eligible bidders, who 
are qualiied to participate forthe said services. 
Eligibility of prospective Bidders lo participate willbe based on compliance 
‘with eligibility requirements, using passifallnon-discretionary criteria. as 
Speed in the Implementing Rules and Regulations (IAF) ol Republic Act 
No. 8184. The Government Procurement Reform Ас! (GPRA), andis open 
to all organizations with at least sixty percent (60%) equity belonging to 
citizens ol the Philippines. The process lor aligibilty check is described in 
Clause 12 Section ll ofthe Instructions to Bidders. In accordance wih the 
IRR о! RA 9184, oniy this Bids from Bidders who pass the олобу check 
‘shall be opened and the Purchase Order (РО) awarded to the Bidder wath 
the Lowest Calculated Responsive Bid. provided the Bidder concemed 
passes tne post qualiicahon process. 
Interested Bidders who wish to inspect the Bidding Documents and obtain 
futher information should contact the Procurement Division, 2/F, 80. No. 
6, Department of Health, San Lazaro Compound, Rizal Avenue, Sta. Cruz, 
Manlia Telephone No. 741-9775 (DL) and Trunking 743-8301 Locals 1625 
19 1626, (rom 8:00 a.m. io 5:00 p.m., Mondays to Fridays. A comple sot 
‘of the Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders, trom 
December 15 to 23, 2004, upon submission of a writen application o the 
following address 

ALEXANDER A. PADILLA 

Undersecretary of Health and Chairperson 

Contra Оћсе Bids and Awards Committee 

Department of Health 

San Lazaro Compound, Sia. Gaz, 
and upon payment of a non-refundable [oa of Eight Thousand Five 
Hundred Pippino Pesos (PRP 8,50000). Payment shall e sci on a 
The DOH will hold а Pre-Bid Conference open lo all interested partes. on 
December 21, 2004 at 1:30 p.m., at the Procurement Division (PD) 
Conierence Rom, Sir. Bldg. No. 8, San Lazaro Compound, Sia. Cruz. 
Bids must be dalwarad not latar than 9:00 a.m. on December 27, 2004. at 
the Contra! Ollice Bids and Awards Commies (COBAC) Conference 
Room, GIF, Biog. No. 6, San Lazaro Compound. Sta. Cruz, Manila All ds 
must be accompanied by a Bid Security in an amount atleast equal to, end 
motiowarthan, a percentage af ine approved budget, n any ol the folowing 
lormsiterms* 
Cash, Corllied/Cashiers or 
Managers Check, Bank Ога! —One Percent (1%) 
Bank Guarantee опе & a Hali Porcont (1-1/2%) 
The СОН reserves the right to accept or јс any bid and to annul the 
bidding process and reject all bids at any timo prior 1o award of contract 
without thereby incurring any перу to ne alfecied Bidder or Bidders. 


(S9d.) ALEXANDER A. PADILLA 
Uodarsacrolary of Health and Chairperson. 
Central Ойсө Bids and Awards Commitee 
101-062 12 8 19,2008) 


CALL |....go2conado.- 
POEA : 


2A-H0UR HOTLINES 


722-1144 or 722-1155 


FREE ASSESSMENT 


A progressive snack food manufacturing 
company is in immediate need of: 


Management Trainee 


+ Malo, single, ago 22 to 28 years old 

* College graduate 
Preferably fuent in speaking conversational Mandarin 

2 Witing to be assigned abroad 

Quality Control / Research and Development Technician 

* Male or Female, single, age 22 to 28 years old 

* Computer iterate, graduate of Food Tech., Chemistry, 
Chemical Engineering or Industrial Engineering 

+ Atleast 1 year experience in Quality Control / Quality Assurance 
andlor Research and Development work. 

+ Willing to be assigned abroad. 

Mechanical Engineer 

+ Graduate of B.S. Mechanical Engineering 

“ Preferably licensed. 

* Atleast 3 years work experience. 

* Has supervisory experience. 

+ Computer iterate, knowledge In Autocad Is an advantage 

* Knowledgeable in machine troubleshooting, preventive 
maintenance and fabrication. 

Electrical Engineer 

+ Graduate of B.S. Electrical Engineering 

+ Preferably licensed. 

* Atleast 3 years work experience. 

* Can supervise or lead a team. 

+ Knowledgeable In computer aided design and drafing. 

Architectural Designer 

+ Graduate of B.S. Architecture 

+ Atleast 3 years work experiance. 

* Has supervisory experience. 

* Knowledgeable In computer aided design and drafting. 

Agriculturist/Agronomist 

+ MalaiFemalo, st least 28 yoars old. 

* Degree holder of B.S. Agronomy, or B.S. Agriculture 
major in Agronomy. 

+ Experienced in Root Crop Farm Supervision/Management, 
knowedgeable in tuber growing, pest control, postharvest 
handing and storage. 

+ Preferably fuent in speaking conversational Mandarin 

* Witing to be assigned abroad. 


Interior Designer 

= BS. Interior Design graduate. 

+ Atleast 1 year work experience in interior designing 

+ Knowledgeable in AutoCAD 2000 or higher version 

= Able to render perspective drawing 

+ Able to prepare bil of meteriais/project estimates 

* Preferably fluent in speaking conversational Mandarin 
= Willing to be assigned In China 


Graphic Artist 


+ Degree in Fine Aris or Advertising 
* Must be proficient in computor 2D graphics applications such. 


аз Adobe PhotoshopfliustratorFreehand/CoreiDraw and AutoCAD | 


+ Preferably with experience in a creative job position 
Telephone Operator / Receptionist 
+ Female, single, age 22 to 28 years old 
* College graduate, with pleasing personality 
+ Excellent English 8 Filipino verbal communication & 
listening skills. 
Sales aro commensurate to qualicatons: 
Interested appicants may send thee completo resumés and 
redentaishelorences (nating 2* x ID photo) to: 
HRD Manager, 2225 Tolentino St, Pasay City 1300 
or E-mail to hrdmanager2004@yahoo.cem (wll: sached ID photo) 
Please indata he positon you ere applying for. 


bM A now hiring! 


Bonheur Marketing Corporation, a distribution 
company belonging to the Top 200 Corporations invites 
highly competent professionals for its expansion. We offer 
competitive compensation package and benefits including 
sales incentives. 


FIELD SALES SUPERVISOR 


Responsible for planning, organizing, controlling, and 
leading the sales force operation toward attainment of 
sales objectives. Two years experience as supervisor, 
proficient in formulation and presentation of business 
plans. 


KEY ACCOUNT SPECIALIST 


Responsible for sales volume and business building 
activities for leading supermarkets, groceries and 
wholesalers. Male or female, at least 2 years experience 
in key accounts management preferably in high volume, 
fast moving consumer products. 


YAN SALESHIEN 


Responsible for distribution, collection and 
merchandising for selected downline retailers. Preferably 
a college graduate with experience in sales distribution in 
consumer products. 


CREDIT & COLLECTION STAFF 


Female, single, not more than 25 years old, BS 
Accountancy graduate, at least with one year experience 
and willing to visit different depots. 


ENCODER 


Female, single not more than 25 years old, BS computer 
graduate 


We offer opportunities for career development 
and highly competitive remuneration. 


Please send your resumé with recent ID picture to: 


Vice President — Sales 
Р.О. Box 2743, Makati City 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
Quezon City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Tre NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY (NFA invitos authorized dibus 
TR pay abby edi orbe Supply and any tug ета 
(ordi me Hea Conca fe as oot 
Ten | Equipment [77] 
ha | res 

LTE 

TT TTT 
rane Cane Log Bd. 
Ила Pure ons] 
таен GI 
Ge aure Pest un] 
гга 
fecere еза Ni Б FT 
ang залоо И) ses. 


27300000 
15000000 
71000000 
18500000. 

46,000.00, 
300,000.00 
250,000.00 
7500000 


SENIOR WEB DEVELOPER 


Male/Female, not more than 35 years old; 
Must be a graduate of a Degree in Computer Science, 
Information Technology, Computer Engineering or other 
related courses, 
With at least 2 years solid and relevant experience as Web 
Developer and in website creative design; 
Good knowledge of Visual Basic (ADO, DAO, RDO), ASP, 
VBscript and Javascript; 
Systems Administration experience fs highly desirable, 
knowledgeable in windows 2000 Server, Active Directory, 
Terminal services, IIS and MSAccess/SQL/oracle databases; 
Knowledgeable in the use of the following graphics and web 
programs: adobe photoshop, MS Frontpage, Dreamweaver, 
Fash, Freehand, Adobe Premier and other related tools; 
Strong artistic sense, good artwork and creativity; 
Good interpersonal and communication skills; 
Must be able to work under pressure and with minimum 
supervision. 

Interested applicants may submit their résumés personally to: 

Suyen Corporation 
2214 Tolentino Street, Santa Clara 


Pasay City, Metro Manila 1304 
Look for Ms.Pam Navarro 
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24. | Thermometer Reader wih Penetration Probes ( unis] 
25. | Chorne Test Ki win DPD reagent abet 
D. Physical and Sensory 
26. | Ehcronclaboioy Top Loading Balance 
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270,000.00 
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5250000 
10020000 
10700000 
3700000 
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9500000. 
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2500000 
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‘The United Nations Information Centre for the Philippines (UNIC) 


‘ia nce of an 


ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 


Under the overall direction of the National information Officer and guidance 
from the Acting Director and UN Headquarters New York, the AA serves. 
as principal assistant for carrying oul broad administrative, finance, 
ganeral services, Information and support functions. 


Qualiications: 

+ "Graduate of Business Administration, Commerce, Accounting or other 
related Reid. Proficiency in the use of computer software. 

* Thorough knowledge ol administrative procedures such as budget” 
work programme, finance, huma resources, general services, 
procurement, travel, ofc. Knowledge of United Nations administrativa, 
finance and за! rules and regulations an asset. 

Effective organizational and communication skis, Abily lo work in a 
‘mull-cullural and multi-ethnic environment. 

Minimum of seven years experience in the field of administration, 
finance, human resources and gonaral/inlormation service: 
Experience with an international organization an advantage. E 


Competitive salaries and benefits. Please send your application letter 
‘with resumé and photo on ot before Monday, З January 2005 to: 


Administrative Asolatant 
United Nations Information Contro 
RCBC Plaza, Yuchongco Tower, 30th Floor, Room 30-17 
‘Ayala corner Son. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City 
Tel: 901-0217/18 ~ Fax: 889-7177 
Emall: intocentra Gunicmanila.org 
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NEA RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS. TO WAVE ANY REQUIRED 

FORMALITY THE BIOS RECEIVED. PROVIDED THAT SUCH WAIVER DOES NOT REFER TOA 

MAJOR DEVIATION NABO ANO TO ACCEPT ONLY SUCH BOS WHICH ARE ADVANTAGEOUS 

TO THE NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY. 
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SAN PEDRO, LAGUNA—S! 
used to live in a "home along da 
riles,” just like the popular 
Philippine sitcom, but 49-year- 
old Vilna Rafal and her family, 
along with 426 other families 
who were former informal set- 
tlers living near the Muntinlupa 
railways, are now in “dream- 
land.” 

They no longer risk life and 
limb and hear the incoming 
screech of trains but have their 
own homes and livelihood in 
Dreamland Heights, 

Laguna, made possible throu 
$1-million grant from the 
Development Banks (АС 
Japan Fund for Poverty Reduc 
tion, financed by the Government 
of Japan. 


Relocation site 

The relocation site of about 2 
hectares in Barangay United 
Bayanihan, San Pedro, Laguna 
was selected by the communi: 
ties them They 
coined the name "dreamland 
for their community. It is about 
8 kilometers from their former 
homes alongside the Philippine 
National. Railwa: 


роо 
And i 
like in Ta 
wher 
she sa! 
їп turn, th 
will be protected by th 
government from being inhabit 
formal. settlers 


through the establishme 


greenbelts, community gardens, 
and other uses. 


No longer afraid 
Vilna’s new home is a 26- 
square meter core house with a 
lot area of 36 sq.m. The Dream- 
land community is made up of 
several row houses of the same 
. "Ang nakakapagpasaya sa 


1 so happy with the 
jn environment and 1 no 
feel afraid for my sal 
in my old home n 
the Muntinlupa railway 
ver I left the house, I always got 
ous when a train pa: 


inlupa, тайма 
passe 
minutes on week 


hour on weeken 


own. Vilna's own husband Rene 
was almost sideswiped by a pa: 
ing train j 

he carried 


two years ago wi 
a child out of the 
train's way. Both Rene and the 
child went u b 
aha adth, she 


re thankful to 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


SundayBiz 
les’ to dreamland 


items for a living. She also sells 
purified water in the community 
Her husband is a construction 
worker and is a volunteer mem- 
ber of the barangay police. They 
have six children. 

The project is a model for the 
relocation of informal settlers. 
Residents are given livelihood op- 
portunities, including access to 
jobs in the city, new job opportu- 
nities at the relocation site, and 
access to credit. There is bridge fi 
under the Government's Commu. 


е Pro} 


fEsite land purchase 


nitation, and roads are also be 
ng financed. T 
able g fun 


Self-help approach 
The project adopted a new 

help 

proach to the relo 


relationship among lo- 


ment organizations 
Two urba 
in Buli ai 
pa City, compo: 
12,000 


Tramo 
n (CINA) nt 
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ADB PRESIDENT Tadao Chino listens to Vilna in her old home near the Muntinlupa railways during his 
April 2002 visit. 


i J Asso- ра project i 
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government provided $2 
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sing con- Philippine Government 
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00.000 ness the signing of 
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to creating educational toys 


By Sharon Wendy A. Robas 


EVEN as a young girl, Racy Rachel 
Salvacion declares she was already 
а “hegosyante.” She recalls selling 
anything from sagot gulaman in 
front of their house, to ribbons and 
chocolates in high school to 
putting up a souvenir shop in Cor- 
regidor while in college. 

"Today, Racy is at the helm of 
Tess Woodworks, a family- 
owned business that makes 
wood-based products, particular- 
ly educational toys. 

Racy a graduate of business ad- 
ministration, major in computer ap- 
plications, from the DLSU-College 
of St. Benilde, worked at Citibank 
after college but resigned after sey- 
еп months to pursue her true “call- 
ing^—setting up a business. 


Containers for packaging 
In 1997, she joined bazaars sell- 
ing wooden containers. She did 
well and made ita full-time job. In 
1998, Ten's Woodworks was born. 
"We really started by making 
wooden containers for packaging 
like buckets and crates,” Racy 
shares. These items became a hit 
and soon, orders for containers 
for corporate giveaways from big 
companies started to come in. 
Racy considers 2002 as the 
peak ofthe business and laments a 
decline in 2003. This, however, 
did not dampen her en- 
trepreneurial spirit but inspired 
her to obtain a Master in En- 
trepreneurship, which she fin- 
ished this month, at the Asian In- 
stitute of Management. 
She shares that her studies fur- 
thered her understanding of the 
insand outs ofthe trade and deep- 


ened her vision for her business. 
Теп Woodworks is now evolving 
from making wooden containers 
for packaging to manufacturing 
‘educational toys using wood and, 
eventually, other materials. 
“After further industry analy- 
sis, Isaw the need for these kinds 
of products. We will now be con- 
centrating on toys and learning 
materials and help contribute to 
the leaning development of the 
children,” Racy explains. 


Product development 

But coming up with new prod- 
ucts is not an easy task. As Racy 
stresses, they are not only after 
the profit but want to give cus- 
tomers the best quality of the 
products they make. Their prod- 
uct development is very inten- 
sive. They have 
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choose the right toys for their 
kids. “We tell them if a particular 
toy [which they happen to like] is 
not suited for their kid's age. So, 
we're not only concerned about 
generating sales. We suggest and 
give ideas on what is best.” 

She says they also have tie-ups 
with psychologists and therapists 
to help determine the right toys 
to recommend to parents. 


Product lines 
Опе of the saleable items is the 
roller coaster, which helps kids de- 
velop hand-eye coordination as they 
place the colorful worm on top of the 
roller coaster tower and watch it go 
down the zig-zag path. Ten's Wood- 
works has a wide variety of product. 
lines that are priced from as low as 
P10 to as high as P950. Even aduks 
= like some of their 


educational Pinoy toys like the brain 


consultants and 


teasers line which 


have пеар [ENTREPRENEUR indude Cazy 


with different 
schools to ensure the effective- 
ness of the toys. 

Racy also adds they conduct 
seminars and invite teachers to cri- 
tique the toys and to get new ideas. 

“We make sure that teachers 
get to check the toys’ educational 
benefits before we introduce 
them to the market. Medyo mata- 
gal yung product development 
namin because we make ita p 
that our products are acceptable 
to teachers and recommended 
age,” explains Racy. 

Parents are also their target mar- 
ket. Says Racy: "I will make itan ad- 
vocacy to teach and educate parents 
not justto buy toys without value." 

She adds that one of their suc- 
cess factors is they help parents 


Cubes, T Puzzle 
and Mind Sticks. 

Racy points out one of their 
unique selling propositions is hav- 
ing Filipino-inspired toys. The Mak- 
abayan toys include Sagisag Puz- 
Жез, a colorful puzzle with the dif- 
ferent Philippine national symbols 
depicted in a typical barrio scene, 
and the Fllipino Family Hand Pup- 
pets, which are made of cloth and 
are dressed in Filipino costumes. 

Also available are wooden Tic 
Tac Toe game boards, model car 
collections such as the Pinoy 
Jeepney and many others. They 
also sell wooden toy crates for 
easy storage of toys. 

Peak seasons for sales are Christ- 
mas and start of the school year. 

Теп Woodworks uses recycled 


palo china but soon expand its 
material base. 

“In the next five years we would 
be needing to diversify. We will be 
diversifying the materials that we 
use because we feel na kung mas 
malawak yung objective namin to 
bea major contributor in the devel- 
‘opment of the children we should 
not limit ourselves to selling wood. 
It will be part of it but we will also 
be using indigenous materials from 
different regions, kung anong 
makita namin na pwedeng maging 
toys. And recycled materials like 
tela and other scrap materials,” 
says Racy This way, she adds, they 
will not only contribute to educa- 
tion but also to the environment. 

Although they have a space in 
Glorietta every December since 
1998 it was only last year that 
they were given a regular space 
there. Today, aside from the Glo- 
etta store, Ten's Woodwork's 
has also opened in Market! Mar- 
ket! and have been getting po: 
tive feedback from customers. 

"When we first started in Glori- 
etta, they knew us only as a wood- 
works store. But now we are in the 
process of shifting our positioning 
there to educational toys. Our 


store in Market! Market! has al- 
ready positioned itself as producer 
of educational toys," she adds. 


Hands-on 

Racy the eldest of five siblings, 
is very hands-on with the busi- 
ness. She takes care of operations 
and HR, her sister Cyra helps in 
product design and marketing 
while mom Cynthia, handles the. 
financial aspect of the business. 

Racy also sees to it she visits 
schools who bought their products 


RACHEL Salvacion gave up a banking post to pursue a calling to bean 


entrepreneur. 


to get their feedback and sugges- 
tions. Sometimes she even sits in 
with the class and sees how teach- 
ers implement the sample lesson 
plan they provide together with the 
educational toys, This way she gets 
to know first-hand whats effective 
and what needs to be improved. 
Racy, 29, also makes sure to take. 
care of her workers some of whom 
have been with them since the start 
ofthe business. She hires even high 
school graduates and always con- 
siders their welfare. In fact, this 
young entrepreneur has lots of big 
dreams not only for her business 
but also for her staff. Part of her 
business plan isto give her workers 
part ownership of the company in 


the years to come. She instills in 
them the value of teamwork and 
always reminds them of the com- 
pany's mission-vision: To be a ma- 
jor contributor in the total develop- 
mentof the Filipino children. 

“Ang logic ko kasi pyramid, 
hindi lang ako ang aakyat, lahat 
tayo... ayoko mag-revolve lang sa 
akin Sung negosyo, team work is 
very important. It's not only me 
who will get rich, but all of us," 
explains Racy. 

*] taught them how to drive, 
not just passengers in the high- 
ways of life. Hindi ko lang sila 
isasama sa sarili kong sasakyan, 
ambisyon kong, magkasariling 
sasakyan rin sila,” adds Racy. 


coms 
V 


This Christmas season, despite the 
many lights around us, may we always 
look to that light that leads us home. 


Maliwanag ang Pasko. 


The power to change power. 
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Suyen Corporation, parent company of the country's biggest names i 


fashion retail, is in search for cuscomer-oriented people who can be part 
of our team. j 


VISUAL DISPLAY ARTISTS 


+ Male, between 21-28 years old 

1 Graduate of Fine Arts. Interior Design or equivalent experience 

1 Experienced in designing and implementing store props and display 

* Basic knowledge in space planning and interior design 

+ Must have strong visual, written, oral and electronic presentation skills 


STORE SUPERVISORS 


Female: single or married. with pleasing personality 
Between 23-30 years old 

Graduate of any business related courses 

With or without experience 


SUYEN CORPORATION 2214 Tolentino Street. Pasay City 1304 Philippines 
f 8848150 = e hr@benchtm.com = w wwwbenchtm.com 


¿You may personally submit your resumé with recent 2x2 picture to 


nghe above address. Look for ME, Fam Mayan? O, „4 


py “a, ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK-JAPAN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 


KA EREBE 
Y (funded by the Government of Japan) 


Мы 


Qualified citizens of developing member countries of the Asian Development Bank, who intend to 
pursue post-graduate studies ih economics, management, science and technology, and other 
development-related fields are invited to apply for scholarships under the Asian Development Bank- 
Japan Scholarship Program. Itis anticipated that upon successful completion of their graduate studies 
under the Program, the scholars should return to their countries and contribute to its socio-economic 
development. Scholarships are awarded for graduate studies at designated institutions in courses of 
study approved by ADB. The Program especially welcomes women applicants who are qualified but 
have limited financial means to obtain university education. 


THE SCHOLARSHIPS: LEVEL OF EDUCATION: Post-graduate (Diploma, Masters and Doctorate 
degrees); DURATION: From one to two years; COVERAGE: Tuition fees, books, subsistence and 
housing allowance, insurance, economy airfare, and research subsidy 


ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS: 

4. AUSTRALIA—NATIONAL CENTRE FOR DEVELOPMENT STUDIES / AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL 
UNIVERSITY, UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE, UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY 

2. CHINA,PEOPLE'S REPULIC OF—UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG . 

3. INDIA—INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, DELHI 

4. JAPAN—INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF JAPAN, NAGOYA UNIVERSITY (Graduate School 
of International Development), KEIO UNIVERSITY (Intemational Graduate Programs on Advanced 
Science and Technology), NATIONAL GRADUATE INSTITUTE FOR POLICY STUDIES, 
RITSUMEIKAN UNIVERSITY (Master in Economics), SAITAMA UNIVERSITY. (Department of 
Civil and Environmental Engineering), UNIVERSITY OF TOKYO (Department of Civil Engineering, 
School of International Health, Institute of Environmental Studies, and Department of Urban 
Engineering). 
NEW ZEALAND—UNIVERSITY OF AUCKLAND. 
PAKISTAN—LAHORE UNIVERSITY OF MANAGEMENT SCIENCES 
PHILIPPINES—ASIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT, INTERNATIONAL RICE RESEARCH 
INSTITUTE / UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES IN LOS BANOS. 
SINGAPORE-—NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE. 
THAILAND—ASIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, THAMMASAT UNIVERSITY. 
USA—EAST-WEST CENTER. 


ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: Prospective applicants must: be a citizen of an ADB developing 
member country, be proficient in oral and written English communication skills to be able to pursue 
studies, have at least two years work experience, have gained admission to an approved course in a 
designated institution, be in good health, not more than 35 years old at the time of application. (Staff 
of ADB and the designated institutions and their close relatives are not eligible to apply). 


APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS: Applicants should: obtain application forms from the designated 
institutions of their choice; submit the completed application form and required documentation to the 
Institution, indicate on the application form that the applicant wishes to be considered for an Asian. 
Development Bank-Japan Scholarship. (From among those admitted by the institutions, ADB will 
select candidates for award of scholarships. A separate application to ADB is not necessary) 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT THE ADB-JSP website: http:/www.adb.org/jsp 
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FREE ASSESSMENT 


Philippine TIPS 


Request for Proposal 


Philppis Tuberculosis ortho Prato Sactor (Prippine TIPS). a project unda 
by no Untad State Agency oruamatonal Development under USAID Contract Number 
A2 0.02:00031 and mpematagby a consortium lad by Chamones nteratonatine 
soloing ооа toro supp of sores ol ine 


Formulation of Resource Generation Strategy for PhIICAT 


Background: Phlippina TIPS nas (до partnership and extended us lachaical 
"sselánca о пе Prinppinas Соза Agamsi Tuborcuosis [PhICAT) io foster ts goals 
npromcingeoltbonston for ТВ conchae Pnágpaos. Tha Рпрп Соомоп Against 
Tubarcuosis в a non prot organizoton wih 61 сото member. I plays а уласа 
Tolo bakang a strong colon lo ntuonco pociag and programs on 18 coni and 
ovecats огам chango ol privato physicians as rogare o proper TB reatmont ала 
Duta copoety among provdurstopractca DOTS, The coshin ls designes Io oncourago 
саймам etr or TS conta agenda, communicaton among members, and anng 
‘Slrosoutces PRICAT curnti dovlcpng ns technical and arganizatonaicapabtes, 
"i t segs lor usta to onal н ю i moro expec ang айосуз 
"anon o promoting and nurturing celboraton tovard ТВ ie iho Priippnes. The 
Organizational Dovelapmen is composed ol savon (7) commatees lich N nchdes. 
hc Rosouree Managamant Comines. Tha сото needs завал o como w wih 
E Rosoutee Сопоко Strategy lot PRICAT lo songon ts inancal сараску. The 
оше Goneraton Suategy vit oceonca tho nancial status ol PRICAT o tulit fs goal 
an ssion for T8 conto 


Viol. of B.P. 22 


‘Summary of Terms of Rferenco: To Croato a Rescurca Generation and Sostaatay 
Plan ond fo dowop oppropnala poto lor escurcodavalopmant fr РМСАТ 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


Case No. 126807-08 


Mrs. THEPANIE BALANE 
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NEW TELEPHONE NUMBERS 


of DTI agencies located at the Main Building 
(361 Sen. Gil J. Puyat Ave., Makati City) 
DTI offices in other buildings have retained their old phone numbers. 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY Trade and Industry Bldg, 361 Sen. GI J. Puyat Ave, Makati City 
htoihwwwdügovph E-mail: webmall@ati.dti.gov.ph Trunkline 7510-284 or 7510071 


Republic of the Philippines 
\ Professional Regulation Commission 
Manila 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Professional Regulation Commission, with address at P. Paredes cor. М. Reyes ` 
sts. (formerly Morayta st.), Sampaloc, Manila, hereby invites interested bidders to apply. ` 
for: 


| Items to Bid for 2004 


requirements 
Pining and Supply of 
Professional Identicaton 
Cards (PRC ID Cards) 
(6 Months) 
[Painting end Supply ol 
| Computerzed 


Approved Budget for the 
Contract 


75002000 
Notiess than 250,000 pes. 
(Supply for Months) 
‘atP30.00 per card 
Р 3130000 
Noles than 180.229 pcs. 
‘ALP1,74 per sheet 
ol Bookpaper 
P 364420000 
Nol less than 1,370,000 pcs. 
"a P2 66 per sheet 
‘of OCR paper 


DateVenueof | Non-Refundable 
Pre-bid Conference Fee 
January 7,2008 
at 10.00 2m. 
PRC Conference Вт. 
2nd Floor, Main Bldg. 


January 7,2005 
at 200 p.m. 

PRC Conference Rm. 

2nd Floor, Main Ві. 


January 10, 2005 
1000 am. 


P 1,000.00 


Application Forms 
(CAFS) 


Printing and Supply o 
OMR IDiAnswer PRC Conference Rm. 
Sheets 2nd Floor, Main Bd. 


Only bidders registered with the Bids and Awards Committee (BAC) for procurement 
of goods shall be allowed to participate in the bidding process. Bidders may obtain the 
list of the registration requirements for procurement of goods at the Office of the BAC 
Chairperson, Commissioner Leonor Tripon-Rosero, 2nd floor, PRC Main Bldg., starting 
on December 20, 2004. Deadline for submission of registration requirements shall be at 
5:00 p.m. on January 3, 2005. Issuance of Certification of registration to bidders for 
procurement of goods shall be on January 10, 2005. 


Bid forms and the Terms of Reference (TOR) may be obtained by interested bidders. 
starting on December 20, 2004 from the Olfice of the BAC Chairperson with а non- 
relundable fee of P1,000.00. 

All particulars relative to the registration, eligibility, bidding. evaluation of bids, and 
awards of contract shall be governed by the applicable provisions of Republic Act No. 
9184, otherwise known as the "Government Procurement Reform Act (GRPA), and its 
implementing rules and regulations. 


The Commission reserves the right to reject any and all bids, declare a failure of. 
bidding, or not award the contract if there is a prima facie evidence of collusion between 
the officials or employees of the Commission and/or between the BAC and any of the 
bidders, or if the collusion is between or among the bidders themselves, ог between а 
bidder and a third party, including any act which restricts, suppresses ог пу! е or tends 
to restrict, suppress or nullify competition; И the BAC Is found to have failed in following 
the prescribed bidding procedures; or for any justifiable and reasonable ground where 
the award of the contract will not redound to the benefit of the Government. 


Very truly yours, 


(Sod.) ALCESTIS M. GUIANG 
Chairperson 
(PO-Dec- 19 26.2004) 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
THE CITY OF OLONGAPO 
Olongapo Cay rat 
Rial Avenue Olongapo CY 
INVITATION TO QUALIFY AND BID 

теси of Olongapo ting oes ara qually ana taster no Olongapo Ciy Putte 
mune Derenesan Mesomuaton Buna Operaa Tarela pavata Sector Pantalon Project 
(Paga) 

"е Prec кй ba planted as а Coniac-Add Operate (CAO) scheme under ha BOT 
aw ont ми олура a peormarco o ahattaon vr on ig Cip ovned есик powar 
antca see E) panang ало, бому neam cnatucian maasar Ion. 
атаан na scii роти ten ches, ond (31 ne таладатчин opo. 
pesanarasrinco oto того blebs ym bye wang bd proci poperenl 
BRITAIN тава The pated oo rid она дватило үй cu] 
Жетеден shat be a Ci, t то cost aa and o sa porod 

“hm compte аир lr ha Prope wi be солаи m accordance wit tho procurement 
ээден ите BOT Law (Ropu Ac No 6057 ae amended by Пораз ci No 7716) and te 
опол; Rue on Fagasors IRA). To bang wl оох tho nies prse for ho 
шко Cuban о liem or o Tee Етида System os dened m be IRA 

The Tender Documents (coast ct tho inlrmaton Memoraoun. Isruciona o Bide, 


CQuatiicationrequlramants: 


1, Abia todomonsiato ai loast 3» yoors ol scccassulrosourca development exparenco 
Preippne-rogeterad mallutan or exganzaton based n Mo Phones, 
hates GI мал aro owned by Fo or US cuzens wno are bona 00 logal 
тозот 
Has boon opening for bro (3) onsocubva yara as of January 2004; and, 
Me have 2 posao not worn iar no your 2002. 


To know moro about the Рпврріпо TIPS Ројс! and йв iilabwas, possa visit ino 
Phippna TIPS wabato at aw chines. com Fora copy al no Request lor Proposal AFP. 
ТРЕТО 0) ploaso got in touch van Ms Crsbna M. Avis. PRITIPS Procuroment 
‘Spocabet m (041087-7 138 Ав ав an ugoni requromest, he dendino for submission 
‘of proposal ts on January 12,2008, 


Anyone who can give the whereabouts о! Mrs. THEPANIE 
BALANE presenlly residing at c/o RANDOLF BALANE Lot 63, 
Pound St. North Fairview, Quezon City. Leading to her arrest. 
Please contact STAR 0917-5350806 or you may call ATTY. 
EDMUND ABESAMES 687-1316 or 6871321 

(POI December 19,2008) 


тов! 


юв 
акыштаган 


Send your resumé instantly, 


martes ana Dian hgreomant may Da lena? om та Pic Unies Doparimont, Dong 
рерге. anos spat oe Pity Thousand Pos 
Fa Teras Docet ча bo quae Io ub ida t proposals 

Bacon us iod i stand a P Bis Conorence schodulodon damno 21. 2005 

Tin deacra lor me отоп bd or proposto Alarch 21. 2005 

Te Cay rosorvos a ug ove any or bid, sociara a auta ot buang or ol award o 
corae a ay palate one maso ground whe Do sail ne onc wil rodound io 
Seber o ia Cay 

“The Cay ase тов no reaponstdty whaiouve a componat or dem Iho bie 
or any идө murro a proparauoa i nex bdo proposals 

800) MANUEL GUANO 


pae за 200 ‘Chowan Bas ana Anaras Солимо 


c 
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amaya tangi. Direct Line: (632) 845-2440, 


"On feast of the Blessed Lady of Candles, God gave us the brightest star which for © 
eighty-four years lind wnflickeringly glowed to light our paths...” D 


God took her home, it was SEE will but in our hearts she liveth still 


ta Tiling” To Commemorate the 
Candelaria “Liling Narvaez Erasmo ае 
(Maragondon, Cavite) 


February 2, 1920 — December 16, 2004 


of 
Wife of the late Antero T. Erasmo (t); her daughters Renilda and Ronette; Nar o, ( г VA 
sons-in-law Greg Braganza and Philip Jornacion; grandchildren; Gwen and CKMA liason ke 
Joey, Peachy, Ilyn, Cookie, Ludwig, Bambam and Giolo; sisters, brothers and (March 15, 1946 — December 20, 2002) 
in-laws; Pelagia (t), Jaime (t) and Nenita (t), Dominador (f) and Lilia, 
Juan (f) and Gloria, Guillermo and Caridad (#), Laura and Evelito Elento (t), Mass will be offered for the eternal repose of her soul 
nephews, nieces and stepchildren, request the pious readers to pray for the ‘on Monday, 20 December 2004 
eternal repose of her soul. ч 
Her remains lie in state at Our Lady of Assumption Church (PIC) 
Maragondon Cavite. 


Interment will be on Tuesday, December 21, 2004 after the 2 p.m. requiem 
Massat the Aglipayan Cemetery. 


at the following churches: 


Monasterio de Santa Clara — Katipunan Road, Quezon Сйу.............. .... 6:00 a.m. 
Santuario de San Antonio — Forbes Park, Makati City .... .............. een 6:15am, 
National Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes — Retiro Street, Quezon City. .... 630am. 
San Agustin Church — Intramuros, Manila ......... NG eee 6302m. 
Malate Catholic Church - Malate, Manila Gan + . 700am. 
- Manila Metropolitan Cathedral — Intramuros, Manila . E . 1:30am. 
[S KAG j Santo Domingo Parish - Quezon Avenue, Quezon City ... : + 12:00 noon. 
5 4 Christ the King Church — E. Rodriguez Boulevard, Quezon City......... е 6:00 pam. 
OME Message of Thanks E a Shrine of Our Lady of Mount Carmel — New Manila, Quezon y ER 7 m. 
Santuario de San Pedro Bautista — San Francisco Del Monte, Quezon City..... ... 600pm. 
We, the family of the late 1 Saint John Bosco Parish — Arnaiz Street, Makati City. . . Bec + 600p.m. 
Saint Andrew the Apostle Parish — Bel-Air II, Makati City .............. . 630pm. 


* А " Abbey of Our Lady of Montserrat — Mendiola, Manila ................... ... 8:30pm, 
Guillerma Gugenio de Suman 


Her loving husband, Eddie, and daughter, Eileen, request the relatives, 
friends, and people whose lives she has touched to offer a prayer for her soul. 


who passed away in the Grace of our Lord д = FO ч 
Р ise Д Her family also conveys sincere appreciation and gratitude to all who 
on December 9, 2004 : 

sympathized, remember, offer mass and prayers 

wish to express our heartfelt gratitude and keep Norma alive in their memories and hearts. 

and sincerest appreciation to all those "Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord. 9) 
who offered Masses and prayers, sent flowers Me.: And, let perpetual light shine upon her. May she rest in peace. Amen” G 

and messages of sympathy and who in NI 
countless ways, condoled with and comforted 


2 usin our hour of bereavement. p. a 
X [2 


Pi tran 


Message of бу hanks i $ е2 
scrim} | KC PEREZ DE VENECIA 

Ernesto Barata De Gaia { 

E (April 6, 1988 — December 17, 2004) 

on 15th of November 2004) 


waala esto thank sil those Beloved daughter to Speaker Jose and Georgina de Venecia, 
who condoled with us, visited us, offered wonderful sister to Alexandra Haner, Leslie Norton, Vivian Garcia, 


masses and prayers, sent flowers and Jose de Venecia III, Carissa Cruz, Felipe Cruz Ш, 
messages, attended the services and 


E best friend and sister to Christopher de Venecia and 
funeral rites, and comforted us during the ; Ж E 
Калчы ди ATIS E granddaughter to Azucena Vera Perez, classmates, precious niece, 
May the Lord bless you all... [ member of the cool cousin group The Bulilit Gang and cherished friend. 
za Е 
en T us ме 
A fun-loving, passionate, sweet, intelligent girl who lived 
af life to the fullest. She spoke her mind freely and loved with all her heart. 
5 Please pray for her eternal rest. 
Our Dearly Beloved - 


CRESENCIA ‘Neng’ QUINES AGAS Her remains lie in state at Santuario de San Antonio Church, Forbes Park, 


; i Makati. Interment will be on December 22 at 10:00 a.m. 
аа at Santuario de San Antonio; Forbes Park, Makati. 


Peucefilly joined our Lord 
on December 17, 2004 at the age of 85. а 1 к : 
Hees teen ey utes Bk posicion In lieu of flowers, the family would appreciate donations 


Murio & Gabriel and other relatives and friends request the pious 


таны рар Eris dead peo es a to the KC de Venecia Foundation. 


Her remains lie in state atthe Holy Family Parish Church, К-1 
corner K-7, Kamias, Quezon City. 


Cremation fo be announced later. 


СУ СО cc = 
AMALIA QUEVEDO STAGGS 


‘of Sarrat, locos Norte 


PASS о an NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 
Peaceful jomed our Creator on December 13, 2004. Bide ang Awards Commit 
Soto Aron Bomagueie Sy 


Her son Bobby Stages and daughter-in-law Vita Stages; This is to inform the public that the following persons are no 
grandchildren Maureen, Henry, Brian, Denise, Ann, Eileen and Hillard Opportunity AE ES Aenea Connan pa bara Game longer connected with INTERNATIONAL QUALITY 
aalala 


Toque plo render орау forthe cera repose of bes oa 
Her body йез in state at their residence in Sarrat, locos Norte. knocks Desist Redeem ир Wheel ader | | MANPOWER SERVICES, INC. (LQ.MAN) 


Interment will be on Tuesday, December 21, 2004 at Sarat Public hutonce. Pa maa ad 1. Eduardo C, Ablazo effective 12-November-04 
Cemetery. отса 


2 Po Ba Kata umaapaw нн 00 2. Alberto N. Clemente effective 30-November-04 


PAGG? BIG CENE کی ہے :کچ و و‎ es аена eaae | | Al transactions entered into by the persons stated above for 
MEE stance amp and in behalf of the company from the said dates shall по 
longer be honored. 


(Whoever finds hls Ше will Jose It, and whoever ише жүрүү EA onl 
loses his Ше for my sake WALI find И, namewies9 iain | LY = атыс) 


NG ^ PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2004 
Нанта МАТ (€) imi m b £245 pe сйн cnin 


ipic ciel END 


P \ DEADLINE 
tsaa for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
uu Monday to Sunday. 
12:00 noon $ 

Day belore publication" 


REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


red. tao ie company of your лей ones in comot a sey ye 
Vis ТЫз ри cma stel eae rie balag Rod, 
{oan cor Саде таи s perk plane fac ou a eranl as 
‘este vesting чаш eck Jo хо зау т ОК Fale and CI Baco 
‘hotles of undi кайа, bs prb and aliet mec and bae eines = 
aso on by : s М 
. Sepa Wis dad hos mie diga i ly А É 
ics Ns cui blo som dg HOMES, 


————— Sore atte wn een og 
iy 


Why rent when уоп can oon.a bome for as low.as P 15:027 


Call us now: North: 417-2003/933-5038 (Caloocan City} с" 
South: 850-8480/650:8007/852-4799 (Bacoor, Cavite) 


“Bank баллов. 15 ys 


PROFESSIONAL PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES SERVICES ANDES 
SLE DO PA аал 
HHG 


[ниш see concn TTT 


385 UA. OROSA ST, MALATE 
526396114009042" JUDY 


PRYSICIUSURGEDN cry saaan sons san un 


RAPID Tx VD-STO 
tx SWEAT PMPLES MOD M STOREY BLDG IDEAL FOR 
2 ouse 

(IUSTI SD) AE o es — — =A 
call 27612425 onm FOR SALE Жог TLR AREA WRHOUSE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE 
ane ee SU НЯ MEA кшк 

GERE т ЖАННИ ATEN FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE 
NOSTD Skin Clinic ый PUMOSYLMESMIMKO 5222115 0817-8255123 
Pr Camp Lab Tel BUSY 
armen VP. Tono Mat 


GARMA CLINIC 
VD SPECIALIST 
танин mara 

E cid 


“ADULT CIRCUMCISION 


SKIN DISEASES 

‘COMPLETELABORAIORY 

No 8 Purdue St, Cubao, 
C, back of 


) C. bad 2 P 5 а 
ССИ P d ^ А Р дор dream home at 10% 


^f downpayment only! 


*Flexibla torms of 
payment thru ; 
dit Financi 

DENTAL this peaceful community : j Fed Financing. 
‘offers many attractions 1 m a Aer erem д, 

wor DNTST Mam 1 MS ы А i р ‘ag Я = Units nvailablol 
к Purses All units inclusive * 

e иш к f one parking slot. 

MASSAGE wwwcrownasla.com.pt 


HON. tO SAT. 
Tel. 439270619139474 


mi отете as ow as | 
ae Php 73,888 


per month 


мш иша мш | PORE 

3 3 this well-designed community features Halian-ipspied homes, 
полиз дерии PE > ^ aangal bythe экеле оГ omforale living. 
mwaaa! mia : Md amor css s PELOOO. 


Wome ATHLETES mun Co rene 


For inquiries, please call 634/9001 to 02 
‘Wwww.crownasia.com.ph 


MALE MASSAGE 
PINK. 


PROFESSIONAL 
"SERVICES васи 4ва эта теш sum 
MALE MASSUER 8595399 DAN su 


PASIG 
MASSAGE 8545348 WARREN ‘MISCELLANEOUS LA Mim? Н Domingo 38 080 
Mack pe we DOCU PTT 
TT ims nation 
n——— ease 
Dorm J ta 
IO mage сево 
m— IIl E eg E T] 
AIA Kamas cate oe mas wen 
АН i m ase vn nam RUSH@AYALABANG cn sra каттоо Pasc 
"— Ere ctr qd 
— ИШРАТ MAID, YAYA 7326750 3BRrdem 842-1023 9102253/09178329797 
пап maan ат BANA 


E т=ш= 
КОЕ mai БЕТ 
THAI Меде Це 092125682028 — — — — — —— но # LOT EA =e 


svat cares) 
Good Maids Yaya Bay 1512009 €— 

тишлик MASSAGE таю — — — — — — MAKATI KAPITOLYO 
жер Agere ыз. б Ste 159 Gad as та TM Nag 


ean ‘tee 
ШЕШ О шнщ Gapan 5 snas 


BODYLA X4144408 KALBOCAN 3 Fi 1 QC Cheap 09185160132 
ipis Sia Vi Monthly amortisation is aa. 


#FEELS GOOD em Dagon 136 тут 28, DP Now, Accessible Fairview 
——— Tama WG bk Iose 7 Pagg Sonnar as low as P10,500. HOUSES+LOTS 2240224202; 08209515 
—— UPAT BAHAY ип ese часи E Locate ia de midst of Antipolo’ lah eovievoment, prp Pak 
€——— i yos an line cos to natur ie th charming comenatity. ———— 
опок 0921-3472037 -131-6037-PAT as PINAS sh Жый flee coll рузи Bow Cong ve SBR 
REFLEX nemo rot Tm Pt neg змеи изм 634-9001 to 02 азда фам ыма уыт Ive 
rage vaztecon ron sc Patt nag TDI 0282098 E TÉ lago Рм Visayas Ave 
кл леа DONO wwwerownasts.compi  CrOWT Asia Si Soa U SHENG 
m— AAST MN SUN PAM SUY [ripe por 
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C CLASSIFIEDS. 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 


‘TRANSPORTATION 
FOR RENT. 


COMMURESDL 


MAKATI MAKATI 


(1) Office/Residential 
Condo Unit for Sale (3.1M) 


4th & 6th Firs, w/ Atti, 
'U-45-3 Sunshine Cond, 
9633 Kamagong St., SA Village, 
Makati City 
Floor area ol 111.80 square meters 
For Inquiries contact: 
Rey Jauclan - 8940012-13 
Mobile No, 09193580236/ 
Е-таї: rjauclan @pana.com.ph 


Brokers are Welcome! 


18M ORTIGAS AVE. 
RESORT-TYPE, ist Class 
SR PL mo, ar NODP or Us 
Bass + 0017-5294223 


QUEZON ету 


BRAND NEW PROJECT 4 
STOREY WI ATTIC 630677 


“Avail Big Christmas 
Discounts & Promos: 


elim hum 


PLACE" HOMES 


CUBAO РАЗИ Terms 9126078 


Blew 388778 más rm 
дерд 408754 09228530530 
189 Set. Linboga Ext 


VALENCIA HILLS CONDO RES. 
ow а Sudio, 208, 388 w Pig 
Эй ти Té. 790-0201 Rondy lr 
Decupancy 


E 


3Вй21В WETHTUS 
CARPORT 


Palm Tower - 
Cental Park 
Residential, Commi. 
APorkg, Look: Ruby 
TH Nos: 612517 to 18 
Tw Bank 7 Pagibig 


KALOOGAH 


Makati 
Pasay 


= 
p1t26969122874| 


ГИ 
палвон Wage 5 LA 216m? 
‘Fors Un sa 700sqm Lot P347 Ve ВОИ lc 25 
ти уйт Hay, Кш ы? SU == 
Paman РЕМ 0821-7053564 


ватана 


VILLA ANGELICA LAM, 
РА der gb PLL 
Ме "880081 dos 27 


RUSH.” SALE ne 
ЖМА PROPERTY STO TOMS BA. 
жоюн HAUS UO 
ONLY 25, MUSKET viue n 
MEO Айю OSC. Р CASH 
70918-9424538- 


BULACAN 


METROVILLE 5080 1432319 
PA Sti? Че 890461 bc 27 


QUEZON CITY 


RED ра һайт PHI! 
Cong. Av Ex. Aim stint 

Proj т SM Neh 2875018 
080 "0917.057567 Jona 


[71 


fro AREA 25T sastasa 


LIONS FA22 IBIG Down ST 
ukana ORIS GA 


Meycauayan 2b 2b teg PLE 
Bnew 0917-8550207. tisnatn? BIRMINGHAM 
Sunrise, San Mateo 4271125 
маг Gone л | — 


Tian Contest an Maio 
denn d опмпеп 


2LOTS sa0sqm each 
+ VALLEY GOLF ANTIPOLO + 
Insido golt course 
CALL: Julat 8994578 (home) 
scene qoi] 09177380194 
Abel 8404836 (он) 
09180452829 09202780020 


CANYON RANCH 
HOMES AT HILLTOP: 
ROLLING TERRAIN. 

FOR AS LOW AS 8ЮМО 

CALL OR TEXT таз 


mo 'BIANGONIN SAN CARLOSU 


Ba 450aqm PASOT 6974969 | 
BINAN RFO 4007 5201792 9109269 / 09178999797 
METROVILLE SUBD LA 12 

ems 118 FABIEN 
PUM үк 8808481 ko 27 


HCHIOND EXEC COMMERCIAL 
CANTA2DUIPPETO Iii P3TO 
Rus sem | 630071 


MLAN CAMELLA HOMES 
25у FAO PIM 
МС7 soo! 10С 2105 


‘SAN ШАН 


Lopez Jaona Мем son 
PISM 428m Rush 522202 


MOOT 105 ОР RFO fat class 
wi Саша 09194599050 


MANDALUYONG 
TON 8 coway HLLS Len 
DID 800481 6с 27 


BATANGAS 


188 ZTB wipening Pioneer 
hands PATA. 825-4698 


RUSH WACK WACK CONDO TER 


‘1B PISU FA 380) ЮЙ! 
Жаиз тз 


MAHA 


RANCHO VISTA SUBD Lasing 
Раде Ve 0061 bx 27 


BULAGAH 
SN "ANDRES MANILA Braw 


Tunhserastrylabrrtblorge 
РУЗИИ wp BIMBI be 


SAN маце. BUL awom 
Pram Ve Юй ke 27 


DON mosco exec HTS Lataema 
11M C5 Nr The Fort Pesme ve anasi ie 2r 
то а dira nome or 2 
10 D.P. LIPAT AGAD 2408 
smin Fr Md МШШ 


ONE MCKINLEY 
TE нит ий, GOLF COURSE VEM 
ПРО END OF THE YEAR 
4  NOURES (пае 


PARKPLACE SUBD LAtz0n? 
PSS Ve 800081 bg 27 


PARKPLACE SUBD tausso 
Pat? Ve 850361 lo 27 


ST. CHAASEL DASHA ar su 
She Pa Ve BASH ke 3 


RENT2OWN 9T/mo. 
[7330301] 


St. Martin Subd Lotte 
Son Viconto Silang 
298 Direct Buyer Only 
RUSH FOR SALE Ayala Property. 0918-9059204/0910-3130585 
T Comm Condominium — — ———— — — 
Ayain cor stat Ave T2 ПР 
Wü veranda Ipag ze 26 
assume s balance 

99119423113 


PASIG 


CAMELLA ноце BACOOR 
LAB FAISESOm Sar 
PIM Vie 8800481 loc 27 


зол PEAK Pagano Lasang 


WERDER LMT Vie 080067 ec 227 


BUSINESS SPACE 


ок. SPACE FOR SALE 
85 asm wig. 3388 Levate 
St байко Mii POCP Bonk 
Blog Call Rosa 7808281 
Тоз 27.7906662 


RUSH SALE Qood Discount 
[rd 


FARM/FISHPEN/ 
IWLANDS 


ALUNA ST story spaces. 
Paine good еп 6461609 


WAREHOUSE 
FACTORY 


Cubao fabro te 7257342 
ROOM & BOARD 


‘ula ri teer тит 
LAGTMRTGAYTAYVCOQL 7 
PROS. WIRES Bep 18А AC TB Mw 6992148 
SAN MIGUEL эд doom 
PIRO Ve EDT bo 27 


BF Pave ELTEMS 16257524 
“FURNISH PASAY 8872555 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 


LAS PINAS 
Nr Tubo Wii Seno. ша 
эү zw 10K Um Garde OTOT + nemo 


me (80950702 + 0739969 peus canis Fer Sein 


Am Arin Bldg Maal 


MAKATI *811-4071/022-8047* 


31 Mactan SL2 siy IBRNINC 
parem 


MANDALUYONG 


2Brms w 2TB in Privato 
Compound Ма 4 Mandy at 
SIRS or 0017-8340518 


PARANAQUE 


MARMAR Kaw BR 278 Gng or 
pu 


QUEZON ету 


зва SERRAMONTE VILLAS 
[ron 


Trdg Sore 2sty 28RSTB tig 
gre PIST. anos. adva Ё 
2 mon. фри 0174997 


BATAKBAS 


Vacation House 
Bug Seacoast Юй. 
или 
(030241 eu: ror вакта 
[ro 


ишп 


BROKERS CEP 4382966 


TRANSPORTATION 
FOR SALE 


NENSTUDO cou 288 взт 
182 Don S: V KOSS 
3390355. Rose 
TETTE 
ERS месе MARE OFC 
INGRES 1109 DEL PAN ST, иті 
тин omean ы _SOMBIOOPOWUT 2809529 
BMWSTBLovD! Aged 

Bun wel teg C2 one 

VEHIT AST 


Studio makoti ёз 
Calor та Nena 03178514303 
SAL TERNO 


ш Fors ӘР озып 


the Coo 0517-2489228 


зз т. сома GU ант 


HYUNDAI 


ROBINSON FAURA 554-2022 


PASAY 
95 GRACE PSST 3860-4523 


PARK AVE 6ST 18: Leony 
[rro 


190 H100 P2307 380-2523 
WA 
ча BESTA PHOT 360-523 


5 Pacii Plz. Ort. taam. 
TER ZTB Pn ийре REO By 
[i 


зт E230 Black Elogence‏ ا 


CUBAO 228 Fura P1s 
spacious good oc 6461609 


BRAND NEW 288 maids m 
3B ortam tet S cx а 
Gina Are. Now Ша. OC 22K 
aly апале 

Südo Front of Alanoo а 


Mam PADO. Сы Nona 
Adams 09170514503 


MAKATI 
STOOD Sue ST mosa 
BAHIA 


LIT d 


ИША Lara St Pandacan 10K 
Commet Alan 818-4277 


UPDONN IBR BIG CALL 
вал FOR APPT, GFORSES 


20R Ному Painted Noor 
Crossing EDSA Shaw Tel 
747010) 09106490019 


Quezon CITY 


15 85A Slenco St Bana 
'epdSewBlOCTTGZX2 POOLS S136710 | 4223882 


REVO wldrivor 9272821 


Tero U Dee жі Dior Al 
Kida Com Ven ovo Di. 


EET 
ABG mass 
z 


BACE 
Revo vOs" ALTS GTARER 
Eom 
Pangi 8 84 


398 fut Cu Lassen 
Wi Car em паш 
15% CARLOAN 373-8519 
1895 CARLOAN 788-0981 
15% Fan Car Loon илы 
185 нү Car Lonn 42508 


155 Easy Croan 781535285 


——————— 


ASA BANK 


THE LARGEST USED CAR LOAN 
BANK ЇН THE COUNTRY TODAY 
uzar: 
AMA GROUP OF COMPANIES 
USED CARS 
LOAN PROMO 


SPECIAL INTEREST 


mreastowas 8% р.а. 


ACCEPTABLE YEAR MODELS 
1991-2004 
Also svallable: 
AMA BANK 


CAR - LATERAL LOAN 

Cosh Loan using your canas сойлт 

BRAND NEW CARS ARE ALSO ACCEPTED 
Fast Processing and Check release. 

For more details 
Pls. call at Tol. Nos. 
3733901 loc. 8302 / 8303 / 8220 

4135777 / 3726698 | 3726526 / 3739913 


INVITATION TO BID “AS IS WHERE IS” 

Damaged Motor Vehicles 
| 2002 Toyota Corolla Altis/XEM-146. 

2001 Toyota Revo Wagon/WTB-174 

1999 Nissan Sentra/WJX-375 

1996 Mitsubishi Lancer/UFD-532 

For particulars, call Philam Ins, Co., Inc. 
Dick Cariño. Tel#878-54-57 

gue wa ana 


(peed cond 09183727519 


CONSTRUNCTION 
AUSH SALE BNEW GE 


CIRCUIT BREAKER 
200АЫРН 642-5188 


CRSTLCHANDURSZTS444060 


ANTASTAMA 0817-1373 


Peises ый ишн 


YAMAHA GRAND & UPRIGHT 
ELITE PIANO CENTER 
‘Almost Nes TERMS 7213124 


Yorox Machine аты 


DOG TRANER езй? 
DOG TRANER виз 


m 
RUSH SALE OWNER LEAVING 


LABRADOR WF Bik 10TE F 
Спос1310 Pups shots [wl 
РСС papers Cal 646-4265 
Фа 4 ЗБИТЕ D hiom 


>з BORDER Comes wsus 
Desi PAT Cay SSE 


PHIL. DOG SCHOOL 
introduced KS 


Payenalogy & 
болме T6. 721736 


PUG PUPS IST F 8T 
E 


red 
‘++ ROTT PUPS 02192152877 


ин тш PUPS 81220 


“PROFESSIONAL 8 CHEDIBLE 
LOW S% INTEREST 


BUY” SELL: PAWN. 


SWISS WATCHES 


FOR RENT PENSION DN 185A. 
Y. OROSA ST, MALATE TEST 
cos eee 


3511.8 29h PCC! 
ALLSREEDSDOGSHOWS ! 4 
METRO MARKET MARKET 
BONIFACIO GLOBAL CITY 
TAGUIG, METRO MANILA 
UNDER INTL JUDGES 
Mir. Johan Justin 
(Finland) 

Ms. Narella 
Hammond 
(Australia) 
STRICTLY NO 
‘ADDENDUM 
SHOW SCHEDULE 
‘Sunday, 


Frm Ава to North 
America. ex US Cran Oat 
ncm mE 
deno Û eps э giobal UE 


Logon ынып 


TS HERE DE ор ттт 
кид UANGOSTEÐ JE PAUS я 
S шла. MALT шшр HAS 
SEOULE) ROS DRUGS CER 
т TO SEROUS DIMUS 
919-58531353 
КОЛТАТ 


‘An expanding Export Garment company 
in Quezon City is in need of: 


MERCHANDIZERS (3) 

> MIE, college grade of any course, 2-35 years 
oid 

> Knows the approval process of product 
development 

> ‘Minimum of2 years merchundidng experience tn 
knits and woven 

х. Analytical, keon to dos, mano and con handle 
mese 

> Aggreslve, песо and with good judgement 

ling to work long bouns ind cin cope vp WA 
ere types o pesoaaliyy о! 


INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERS (10) 
У 22-26 yenes өм, MI, with or without experience 
> Analytical keen to details, mature and can handle 
pressure 
‘Aggressive, meticulous snd with good judgement 
‘Exper to ers od willing to work hg hours 
“eam player und can cope up with diferent type of 
роону 


Apply nt 
NS cora Hil St. SDM, QC. 


Tel Na. 411-1503 to 05, Fax No. 411-106 
лш! Adi: Jovelyn pie nep 


European based company 


SAGE PLUS 


Is in need of: | 


| MULTIMEDIA DEVELOPER | 


* with basic Programming 
* DataBase Security Management, and 
= Flash Action Scripts expertise 
= Graphic Design Кїз a plus 

Fax resume to: 1426-5125 

‘or email t 
trvig2@ yahoo.com 

| 'cc:rogr20008 yahoo.com. 


INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES. 


INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


Pioneer & Own 


“Oxygen Bar & Forest Bath 
Therapy" 
Global Franchising 
Fee: P250,000 
Call HS Tan 0927 4381882 


EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


Dec. 19, 2004 
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Registration А Judging of 
Non-Sponing & Herding 

Gr 


Мол ужа in Europe looking 4 
Distros can. Pino 
PAST 0917848111 


iP, 
1230 PM - 500 PM 
Registration & Judging of 
Working Group 


CORPORATE SPONSORS: 


RESTAURANT Loc. ın бар 
S аон UST, Good осал. 
[p no 
Hanoy 7834, (0172007882 


IDLE  CARSIVANS? 


SCIENCE DIET 


ANAME YOU CAN TRUST! 
MANILA WATCH EXCHANGE 
BUY‘ SELL PAWN 


ROLEX+OTHERS 
3 Oirer Sutas Watches 
DIAMONDS / JEWELRY 
W-Appraisaast Cash 
Rega Posh Алу Vah 
Ta604-0404 » 834-2886 


Hoga! Blngas тазан 


Dragon Fireworks Facon 
Pus ИТА TED 


Red (Energy) & Green (De) 
ied Tes 09209233849 
WE BUY AT HIGH PRICE 


ROLEX 
5649593 5897041 
S633742 0917-0473744 

WE Buy 
JEWELRY, DIAMONDS 
ROLEX, PAWNTICKETS 


1 One Sec изм Fast Cu 
бим + БЫЗ 


BUYING ROLEX 


204334123543 


аат Leather Gloves & Apron 4 
Sae 0917-3550207 


иттщ 


Heirdrossers Masseuse 
Monicurists for Alabang 
Salons/Spa 0917-5289825 


Nursing student or RN 
For USA Medical Firm. 
SCOTTSKIDOG@AOLCOM 


ForolgaFamily. | 8510280 


OFC STAFF CRS et 
ISCHGEMUSERHMES PROJECT MANAGER 
‘win, 15yrs experience 
PROJECT ENGINEER 
10yr oxp in Geothermal 
а Power Plant inatatation 
LICENSED CIVIL ENGR 
35yrs od à above, wiling to 


AM womg US Vest 


эке Vu wore werestcs 
CALL тишн тиши 


Selon Receplonst 67-0208 


Plonso report lo: 


ней Forala Lenses Y 
Nene Cen quus шмш MC Engineering, 198591 


Ted. CH (048) 200055 
1(0920)901.7926 


Зип Caro Training 522215 


Dinct миё Yaya але Cat 
зини 


соок wl 3 Yes Exporionce 
‘and 2 Work Reteroncos 


i emoon zenama _ HOY БРЕТ, THANK YOU 


Philippine Daity Inquirer. 
MESSAGEBOARD ў 


et your thoughts be heard and add the warmih and essence of 
heartfelt feelings to all the special people in your life. Оп 
December 24, 25 and 26, 2004, publish your personal holiday 
greetings ond messages in Inquire’ "Christmas Post” and share 
with them the joy of this holiday season. 


А serving of sweetness and а load of good cheer sent with 


‘warmest wishes to family ond friends so dear courtesy of 


inqui 
cL 


r Classifieds, 


Take advantage of this special offer at 


«discounted rate of P75.00 per line 


OPPORTUNITIES ^^ 


‘ond P220 per column centimeter for 


For more information, visit or call any 


эю NCOME OPPORTUNITY 
FREE SEMNAR 09196222793 inclusive. 
EARN 80 мешу ит 
NO SELLING KO JON FEE 
ensis / cse December 23, 2004. 
EARN PST инний HOW? 

share d base 03209132910 


патанае cade: кый. 
assioma 09178901051 


Inquirer branch, Prices ore VAT 


Deadline of Ad Placement: 


OWNPAYMENT 


* 


In this season of giving, Toyota is giving you the chance to own à 
REVO for as lowas P12,290 per month” at only 80K downpayment.** 
„. - Plus longer payment schemes ofp to 72 months! *** 
REVO FINANCING SCH 5 RAVS FINANCING SCHEMES 
VX200 2 0 GAS АЛ (Leather) 0 3 4 2 0 2844 26678 
X200 2.4 DSL MT (Leather) 358.01 00 9 4 87 1939 000 26 23041 21610 
SR 1BGASAT 1 670 55 1 SES E 3 
IC TIER M TUI Don't miss this great December deal. 
| GX 18 AS AT 807,00 85 | 3s 15; Run to your nearest Toyota dealer now. 
'GLtáGisur кю 3830 78023 2019 16473 13963 13 Promo is up to December 31, 2004 only. 
DLX24 DSL MT 690,000 36698 29063 20938 17,084 = c = s 
DLX 1.8 GAS MT (12.07%) 663000 48583 33,173 26301 18948 15460 з 12280 i 
DLX1BGASMT (5086) 683,000 2105 А 13860 % 807 GI 625 


5 
mens coved by oo ane ечен 4 P3000 downpayment, 72 months 1o pa 
22 Рр TO баз MIT evo Dux 240s MT 


: y fam 3 
@ TOYOTA - лор REVO ang RA 


TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES 850-8500 Por DTI-NCR Permit No, 3149 Series of 2004 
TONTA DEALER NETWORK: TOYOTA ALABANG, ЖС. Andang ata и exe Concha Du Dove BOG GED 0227002881 TOYOTA BACOLOD CITY. aden Saken, Araneta SE, acted Cay {024 44-1811 10 13 TOYOTA BAGUD CITY. Bani Rod 
Ти ape a iy QU KAT Ot oe) SO 2273 a Te (74) UD 28 302 024 425178 TOYOTA BALINTAWAK, IG. EDSA cer Vut Ang 1 Gen Evang St. Кураш Cay 38-390 1905/04 194 050/364-1071 10 15 
Чий Kou Do Lo Santos Ат OSA, aron C 21-11 17 ЗИ 39 S7-FRAZ 1 4b 887-287 S2 GS 27-7268 109 TOYOTA BATANGAS CITY, ING. erin au Barangay Bags Sats QU 

ris Cana Cay [94] 46-801 19 87 TOYOTA AGATAN DE ORD, INC.. Ku 2 Matonat Pea Казлар Cagayan de бю Gy 

p Mosis Cy (8836 610 TOYOTA COMMON Comme e 

[^ Caesa. Pangasa (US) 512 2020 10 28 (5) S22 ATTI 734 TII 

TOYOTA DASMARIRAS CAVITE, Sina 1. Aguinaldo Mauway Dasmantas. ong Daren Cay (082) 2944988 7 (0) 234-2994 7 (082) 234-0640 
a ite Cty (62 320-65 t 19 TOYOTA MAKATI IN. Aria cz Met нелын. Мам» Сау 487-333 TOYOTA MANILA BAY CORP. cs Bolas си EDSA Eten, Pasay Gy 

амбет cer Tero Are Marin Cay 82:970110 0 TOYOTA GTS, IC. 1770 Par M. Cuaron S1, Pao. Mamta 


E E 

м8, А ун AVENUE, ING... 728 Over “Quezon Cs 1 
be : $ aa акыла ена Шү a TR PED бнр Sin ca unt 

veio son MAUS MEISTE Saw PNE TA euet eo up Por En EPERRA TUE TOYOTA 
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Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso ` 


IN THIS ISSUE 


HOLIDAY 
home-making А G2 


CHRISTMAS 
in miniature 


Joining is SMART and ету! 


Check out the Helo Kity Celebrl-TEE Auction 
n eBay Philipines. Choose а shirt yoa ike 
and place o bid - is that easy 


‘As on added bonus all SHARTSubsebers ge 
especial gift with every waning bid! 


So what are you waiting for? Get this once-it 
‘o-tfetine chance only fom Git Gate and 
SMARTI 


1197p, 206 SANRIO CO . TD. 


Get the chance to bid on and win one-of-a-kind Hello Kitty T-shirts designed by your favorite celebrities! 


Jenni Epperson 


To view the avctlon ems go to ip: and din. 

Helo Kitiy Auctions, Celebrity Shirt KEYWORD 
Meow AEGON 

Or vist the SMART wap she at hip /nep smart com ph, cick oa pain 

"What es" then cick on Helo пу actions 


ant to bid but new o eBoy? Then visit the Helo One-of-a-Kind 
Museum in Glorietta 2 and we show you hor o register” за that 
youl bg ae to bid for an tem 

Minimum bid is P1,000. 

‘Auction period fam De 19-28, 2004 


einisg of shirts at the Gift Gate Head Office 
йот January 17 - 2 205, 1-5pm. 


Check out these celebirity shirts on display at the” 


Celebrity shirt KEYWORD 
w AD 


To Download MMS image of Celebrity Shirt ex MMS <keywrord> to 306. 


Heo Onel-o-ind Museum a Glorietta 2. 
РТА 


СЭ a 


P2S0pe masse FISeer donload 


Por quen, comments rooms you ay ol (he SMART Hina 888-111 edo erf message to EBR; ест et ctore гв ph ori ва website a v matcr gh 
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omnes Mad 


SAN LORENZO Ruiz Minor Basilica in 
Binondo, Manila 


Catholic churches 
remain the best 
showcases of the 
best of Christmas 


MINOR Basilica of the Black Nazarene in Quiapo, Manila 


OURLADY of 
Perpetual Help 


Text by Rowena C. Burgos 
Photos by Jim Guiao Punzalan 


Christmas has been a major and ex- 
citing task for Mother Butler, the 
group of Catholic ladies in charge of deco- 
rating churches during special occasions. 
‘They hang the lanterns and install the 
lights on the altar and outside the church. 
They adom the walls and doors with 
wreaths and garlands and put up the Be- 
len. All these they accomplish a few days 
before the beginning of the Misa de Gallo. 
"To be able to buy these decorations, we 
organize our annual caroling. Through 
this activity, we get our funding for such 
expenses. Every year, we come up with a 
different design,” says a member of the 
Mother Butler of San Lorenzo Ruiz Minor 
Basilica in Binondo. 
"When the first cockerow is heard on 
Dec. 16, exultation rings throughout the 
country as church bells toll loudly to signal 
the official start of Christmastide. 
Suddenly, lights flicker and shimmer. 
Most churches in the country are all aglow, 
dressed up for the holidays, casting the 
spell of the Christmas spirit on everyone 
who attends the nine-day Simbang Gabi. 
То capture the Christmas spirit, one only 
OURTADY S has to drive around in the evening (some 
Parmetua Help churches hold the Simbang Gabi at 9:30 
Parish in Sta; Ana, p.m.) or at dawn to savor the churches" 
Manila. transformation into breathtaking stru 
tures filled with cwinkling lights and glit- 
tering ornaments. 

Lanterns fashioned from Japanese pa- 
per, wood, plastic, metal, capiz shell and 
other environmentally friendly native ma- 
terials are ubiquitous in most churches. 

But the center of attention is the Belen, 
a name given to the tableau that repre- 
sents the glorious Nativity scene. Figures 
of the Infant Jesus, the Blessed Mother and 
St. Joseph are joined by shepherds, peas- 
ants, kings and angels as well as farm ani- 
mals. For many Filipinos, the Belen is an 
affirmation of their religious fervor and 
faith 


S PRUCING up Catholic churches for 


THEBELEN outside. 
Manila Cathedral 


x 


Email the author at rburgos@inquir- 
ercom.ph. 
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THE GREAT REBATE IS HERE! 


SO DON'T WORRY ABOUT 


THE PRICE TAG. 


Жр 


There's never been a better time to shop. То Join, register through any of the following ways: 


Use your Visa card as much as you can 
from October 24 to January 23, 2005. 
АРБОО single-receipt transaction could 
make you one of six who will win back 
their 2004 Visa purchases or as much 
as P500,000. 


Visit mvw.hblmasia.com/visa. 
Call 637 2768 (М.М. or toll-free 1 800 1888 2591 (Outside M.M.) 

Text VISA followed by your name on card.issulng bani Jast 4 digits of account 
number,amount of transaction, date of transaction,time of transaction оп 
transaction slip (No space after each comma. Amounts P1000 and up should 
be written without a comma or a peso sign). Send to 2989 for Smart and Globe. 
Ex: VISA MENNIE SO,AIG,1234,1000.25,102404,1808 


Bl-monthly draws start on November 14, 2004. 


text messag 


КОТЕ 


— 
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IT'S ANOTHER INNOVATION ONLY FROM G-PLANS! 
Pay via credit card through text anytime, anywhere! 


Register your local MASTERCARD, Text to charge your own or your loved ones’ Globe Handyphone bills 
] VISA or JCB card : 2 us Ж Ka 


aa)! Gerd |. = Send PLANPAY CONDITIONS: , 
(8% Ў Ў 1 


sssword><last t = 
"о sot the back of the ©. After he irst transaction, there will be 
‘maiden name> to 2201 олт» 


nb» to 2201 a 45-day validation period to let you verif 
ries f your credi cord statement an 
L You wil receive a massage Globe Hondyphone bil, You con only 
ESO Teqesingyculoconmjeur transact onca during this period. 
” fo will receive а four 4 T t. Send + b. Minimum transaction amount is P700. 
arocler password б : PEXNCONAIRM to 2201 "e. For your fis ransoction, the maximum 
АВ within 3 minutes or the amount you can pay is P2,000, 
Vini or ihe ded This maximum limit wil be lifted afier tho 
45-day validation period has elapsed. 
d. Changing your registered credi cord or 
ranging your registered phone wil 
Send PLANPAY festos the 45-day validation period for he 
lost three digits new registration” 
atthe back of the cards e, Each tensoction will be charged P2.50. 
Somount»«1] digi mobile 
number of target s 
to 2201 


792.50 wil be charged for every transaction sxceptPLANHEL, PLANPWDHELP & PLANCHGHELP 


Я { 
> v 5 E E = reat things possi : 
s us tis the season to make 9 ste Glebe 
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LETitsnow and 
Rissa Samson will 
still be warm in 
this furry, hooded 
and musical first. 
prize entry, 


E xi >. 
designer Castel Bajac's Hello Kitty 30 SMART MEN. Manny P. and Boy Martinez (left) unveiling the Hello One-of-a- 
limited-edition shirt. Kind Museum at Glorietta 2 with Gift Gate's Virgie Ramos 


A museum for Th 
the entries to e 
the Hello Kitty 


design-a-tee 


contest becomes N an ultra-cute, su- Gift Gate and Smart have given away as prizes to entries in 
per-glam laundry teamed up for this one-of-a-kind diferent categories, including 
2 i tie up in featuring the entries of Smart and Hello Kitty, Smart 
testimony to the i ae SERE OV the recently concluded Hello Kit- Buddy with Hello Kitty, Smart Kid 
‚000 unique a HE ka ign a Tee contest. with Hello Kitty and Smart Addict. 

5 signs are on exhibit at ^ “wintry Snazzy Kitty’ by Mau- with Hello Kitty. 
Pinoy'sheartfOr the Hello One-ofA-Kind reen Reeca Cruz won the . The winning entries in this 
Museum on the ground P100.000 top prize. Over first-ever Hello Kitty Design a Tee 


art to wear floor of Glorietta 2. кш жин ob prises wem THEONEID 


SON[JOFÍLOGETHERNESS]W! 
ISYUNMISTAKABLY, 
= EL 
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k 


Marilen Faustino 
(right) dons second 
prize entry, “Hello 
Kitty Shopsville”; 
and Nicolette Bell 
(extreme right) 
wears the Smart 
special awardee, 
“Funky Feline" 


and only 


From page DI 


contest did not disappoint judges Rowell San- 
tiago, Inno Sotto, Ino Manalo and Gift Gate 

VP Gila Garcia in their artistry and innova- 

tion. 

д _ Geraldine Meneses, who designed the sec- 

TH ond placing entry Hello Kitty Shopsville, did 

a such a masterful job with the embroidery of 

her T-shirt that no less than Inno Sotto himself 

— has offered to hire her in his atelier! How's 
that for walking away with a grand prize. 

From today until Dec. 28, the winning T- 
shirts are being auctioned off for charity on 
eBay. To join the auction go to ; 

://wwwicbayph and click on Hello Kitty - 
E Auctions, Minimum bid for each celebrity tee 
ЗЫ] isP1,000. 


charity 
Н s thread and Ino 
For exhibition purposes, the entries were = Manalo looks out for 


divided into five sections: Kitty Creativity, Kit- 
ty Cameos, Kitty Causes, Kitty Couture, Kitty 
Concepts 
The Hello One-of-a-Kind Museum is open 
to the public everyday until Dec. 30, from 12 
W noon to 6 p.m. Admission is free. 


the Pinoy element, 
while Virgie Ramos 
referees. Atright, 
Rowell Santiago with 
Smart judges. 


and “Snow Kitty's Merry Chrissmart” on hanger all get 


t é 3 PO ou i PINK SEA PRINCESS 
ў j 1 Tessa Prieto-Valdes 


LIEZL, Alissa, Alyanna and Alfonso Martinez. 


pog 


g5 
GUYS TOO. Borgy Manotoc shows off his mom Imee's vintage Kitty 
tee and Matteo Guidicelli dons Hello Kitty satin Jacket from Sanrio's 
Fall-Winter'04 Collection j 
KITTY family bonding time. Richard 


and Tana Gelb with daughter Serena MONIQUE and daughter Tere 
Villonco 


“COMADRES” Shella Ramos and Nancy Binay-Angeles with baby PINK girls make purr-fect Kitty girls with Matteo. (From left) Zoe Richards, 
Anya Angeles Arianna Colamonici, Henny Gonzalez, Blanca Reyes and Sarah Galos 


tr 
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HOST Mickey Ferriols, RLC EVP Frederick Go, Sta. Ana parish priest Fr. Mark Munda, 
‘The lighting of the parol and other holiday decor at Robinsons Malls Mandaluyong Vice Mayor Jessie Cruz, Robinsons Malls general manager Nilo Mapa and Miss 


Christmas 
times four 


lls is celebrating Christmas 


opened Robin: 
Novaliches and Robinsons Starmills 


‘Mandaluyong 

Cruz, who represented 

or Neptali "Boyet" Gonzales 1, officially 

ed the central mall décor. The ceremony 

was followed idded program fea- 

turing Gary Valenciano, Agot Isidro, Malik 

and Mickey Fer 

Highl was the 

turnover of donations to The Gift of Change 's 

beneficiary, the Gawad Kalinga Cardinal Sin 
Housing Project in Punta, Sta. Ana, Manila. 

‘Three outdoor Christmas spreads have al- 

so been set up at Robinsons Place Novaliches, 

Robinsons Starmills Pampanga and Robin- 


valiches District Center, together with Robin- 
sons Malls’ off general manager Nilo S. 
lent for compl 


‘The tree is de 
thousands of flickering light 
bya Star of David. 
Celebrities Jessa Zaragosa, Jeffrey Hidal- 
Blanco, “Born Divas” Shanice, 
Reema Lucida and Shayne Corpuz, and host 
Iya Villania were the main attractions of the 
program that foll 
Fireworks display. 
Robinsons Starmills in Pampanga, the 
М came up 
with a spectacular and well-lit display that 
Filipino values and traditions: Sim- 
bang Gabi, children singing Christmas carols, 
family gatherings. 
San Fernando mayor Oscar Rodriguez 
graced the unveiling ceremony of the display 
dubbed as the Grand Christmas Mechanical 
Puppet Show. Jolina Magdangal, together 
with Malik and Rada, regaled the Kapampan- 
gans with their brand of entertainment in a 
‘concer 
Robinsons Malls’ Christmas cele- 
brations came to a full circle when a huge 
outdoor Santa display at Robinsons Place Pi- 
oneer was inaugurated with an on-the-air * 
countdown led by Magic 89. 5 RT and 1 1 F 
103.5 K Lite. A mini-concert featuring JM Ro- P eas» ant sure prise P ez/ant Solr, priz/ 
driguez, Gretchen Fullido, the Akafellas, Toni 


Gonzaga and Josh Santana added flair to the When bacon met maple p one fine morning. 


festivities. 


Purefoods Maple Flavored Bacon 
‘Sweet Smelling. Sweet Tasting. Too good to resist. 


AGRAND fireworks display accompanied 
the lighting of the glant Christmas tree, 
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SERVICE MAMET‘: KEYWORD ISE 
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FOX CLEAR 
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(Your choice of color) 


every month and 4 
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P100,000 ~ 


cash every week! 
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to 288 and get 6 raffles! 
For more themes, text THEMF to 288: 
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Sexbomb томезона 
Usher айр keys BOO 
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arust In question has not participated In the production of the ringtone. 
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pet message sent п excess of FREE TEXT allocation), emall us at cstomertaregsmart com ph. 
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Oishi brings : nagng Te BURYAT Say | 

E Р po + expresses the happiness 
to Manila and Cebu 1 А E- S mE 4 
the National Song peur : 3 з | J 
and Dance Ensemble к pag кал 
of Hulunbeir City, 


inInner Mongolia 


Mongo 


invasion 


Text by Anne A. Jambora And why not? Nature is abun- т = es Zedong, Jiang Zemin and Deng ing has legends told of its per: 
Photos by Rudy Esperas dant in Inner Mongolia, with 88 PES) Xiaoping among its audiences. former imitating the neighing 

vast grasslands, lakes, rivers, Bak x The famous of instruments the and clattering of hoofs and repro- 
C ULTURE invades forests, and so its nomad shep- Е ч group isknown forexcellently ex- ducing the sensation of gallop 


„_ herds were naturally taken to ra 3 ecutingisthe Morin khuur, loose- and flight through music. 
the malls as per- Slay string and wind instru- y A к ly translated as the horse instru- nes her IE 
formers from the ments, often taking inspiration fate а E Р ment, but which has since earned the horses, the Galloping Horse 
musically rich land of In- from their surroundings. T > 4# the moniker Horse Head Fiddle. Dance is performed by male 
ner  Mongolia—where ^ "Since Oishi has been in differ- = A Я 1 ж А д И is this instrument who two dancers whose rhythmic stomp- 
music and musical in- entPlacesinChinaitgaveusthe Ё F strings of horsetail hair—a thin ing of the feet symbolizes the 
struments, according to °pPortunity to see China the way 1 A ‘one of about 105 hairs from a sound of galloping hooves. They 
9 8 other Filipinos hasn't," says Shera mare's and a thick one of 130 leap and spread their arms to imi- 

folk legends, are closely Chan, marketing department a PED from а stallion's-that renders tate the horses’ graceful strides, 
linked to the sound ofna- head of the family-owned Oishi # E RT that searingly poignant melody Horses were important for the 
ture—recently wowed snacks manufactured by Liway- 4$ А : familiar in many famous Chinese early nomadic people since they 
urban mall-goers in Way Marketing Corp А Ы x movies. were the primary means of trans- 
M Manila and Mi With a vision of introducing a cm—X _ Considered the most impor- portation. 

letro Manila and Metro different Chinese culture to Fil- Я E tant traditional Mongolian musi- jishi has good relations with 
Cebu to a truly unique ipinos, Oishi brought to the coun- THE GALLOPING Horse Dance, performed by all-male dancers, cal instrument as it reflects the different local governments all 
song-and-dance show for try the National Song and Dance js dedicated to the horses. key role of horses in ancient over China. This cultural ex- 
free. Ensemble of Hulunbeir City times, the early versions of Morin change, although very tricky to 

е of the most ancient forms known as the Jade of North Chi- self Each region has intrinsic tra- ble renowned for playing tradi- khuurhad horse ribs as shafts of bring to a mall crowd that is not 
of musical and poetic art, Mongo- "a, in Inner Mongolia. By putting ditional dances and songs, and tional instruments, music, dance the bow. The trapezoidal wooden accustomed to cultural shows, is 
ап musicis deeply influenced by р cultural shows in a mall set- each has professional performers and songs, has performed in frame is covered with horse's partofour partnership with Inner 
the relationship between its peo- ting, Chan hopes more Filipinos being trained. Ithink that's зоте. тапу countries, including Korea, skin, and horse's head iscarvedat Mongolia,” says Chan. 
ple and nature, often mimicking Will witness the cultural diversity thing Filipinos don't see,” Chan Holland, Sweden, Russia, Thai- the top of the peg box. The National Song and Dance 
The cries of animals and birds or of China, says. land, Burma, Taiwan, and has This ancient musical expres- 
the noise of the wind. “China is so different within it- Founded in 1950, the ensem- had Chinese leaders such as Mao sion of cattle breeding and hunt- MONGOUES 


For the second time around, the Philippine Retailer's Association 

with the Department of Trade and Industry awarded the mall you love, LS 

Ayala Center Makati, “2004 Shopping Center of the Year". An honor it also ^ AYALA CENTER 
won in 2007. Ayala Center shares me victory with » merchant partners ane ао mee 
more ultimately, its greatest source of inspiration: its shoppers - the ve ple rj 

it has hoan io pe and satisfy. For Feind it all ре, Ayala Poner Lovemall! 
thanks and wishes everyone a very Merry Christmas. 


STYLISH watch lovers Tenichi Nocom, Patrice Ramos-Diaz, JR Isaac, Liza 


larde and Elbert Cuenca. 
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Richard Gomez 


BENCH big boss Ben Chan with guests Marnie Chua and 


with daughter Juliana 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2004 


BENCH/TIME big names: Ivan Yao, Kris Aquino, Lucy Torres-Gomez. 


Pregnant and carnivorous this Christmas 


LUCERNE'S Emerson Yao, lucky winner Tito 
Christie Wo and Jozette Ho 


PHILIP Stein exhibit personalities Pam Pat 
Sunny Ku, Rod Nepomuceno and T] Manotoc 


Ё. 


UPCOMING models Boom La Brousca, Carlo Parto, jeff Misolas and 
John Mullali 


ША» АШ 


HOLIDAY party girls Angelica Suiza, Millet Mananquil, Toni Abad, 
Liza llarde and Gia Estrella 


SIZZLING couple Jacques Dupasquier and Rachel 


Soriano with Keren Pascual Gai Olivares 


A 


FIRMA gurus Ricky Toledo and Chito Vijandre with 


Eall seem fixated with trying to keep 

of merriment. Even before the 
Noche Buena dinner has been set, majority of us 
will have packed an extra pound or two and will 
have put off their exercise routine for next year. 
In fact, the first item in most New Years resolu- 
tions is to get back into shape. 

As my pregnancy continues its weight ram- 
page on my body, the only part of me that seems 
to remain the same is my wrist size. So it was 
appropriate enough that two recent launches I 
attended featured watches. 

Before conceiving this baby, I had to convince 
my conservative husband Dennis that I was not 
too old and told him the'example of Madonna, 
my timeless icon, who had her second child at 

that I would imitate her blindly, but 
when a Madonna-approved watch comes out in 
the market that doubles up as a protection 
against electronic pollution from cell phones, 
computers and DVD players, of course I would 
be interested. 

Does that sound like a fusion of new age and 
space age? The Philip Stein Teslar watch has 
two small Teslar chips, built into every time- 
piece, that helps reinforce and protect the 
bodys own electromagnetic field against un- 
welcome interactions with extemal electronic 
negativity Though derided as far out pseudo- 
science by skeptics, the watches have neverthe- 
less been selling out in the States especially 
since Oprah Winfrey featured them in her show 
as among “Holiday Favorite Things” last year. 

At its Manila launch, master photographer 
Raymund Isaac featured celebrated personali- 
ties who lead healthy lifestyles wearing the 
watches at a stunning photo exhibit at the Podi- 
um Mall. Among the diverse individuals, my 
photograph had to be the most animated yet el- 
egant to camouflage my added weight. The out- 
come was marvelous, thanks to the makeup ex- 
pertise of Juan Sarte combined with Ray- 
mund's extraordinary concept. 

1 was just glad to be introduced to the bene- 
fits of the watch so at least 1 am doing some- 
thing right for the baby by protecting her from 
EMF radiation. Perhaps that will somehow 
make up for the strange twists my usual vege- 
tarian diet has taken—I eat meat, my favorite 
food group now includes sweets, and strangely, 
Idetest vegetables! 

Now if only I can convince Dennis to get me 
the Philip Stein watch with the diamond bezel 
being sold at the Lucerne Jewelries. 


Christmas watch 

While on the subject of watches, 1 was lucky 
to receive another more hip and trendy kind at 
the fun Christmas exchange gift party of Fa- 
mous events maven Keren Pascual. I picked the 
name of Bench's inspiration, Miguel Pastor 
himself, and got a Bench/Time watch (clearly 
worth much more than the exchange gift bud- 
get of P500). 

Pretty-boy model Luke Jickain was just as 
lucky to pick Bench big boss Ben Chan's gift. 
But the luckiest that evening was swinging 
model Nicolette Bell, who championed over 
the nine finalists to win an Ipod player. 

Bench/Time Watch Collection was unveiled 
recently in a high-energy launch with a night 
full of lively club music and Royal Rhythm 
Force, a celebrated Brazilian percussion group. 
The collection features timepieces made 
solid stainless stee! passing Swiss watch-mak 
ing standards. But for me, the collection is so 
appealing due to the variety of styles—from the 
stylish and sophisticated, sporty and functional 
to the classics and vintage looks. And the price 
ranges are so reasonable! I shall buy up a few 
for Christmas at L Time Studio for my naughty 


Lumen 


EARLY party birds Emily Sly, Maryanne and Francis 


Tessa! 


Tessa 
Prieto-Valdes 


ү IN 
CHRISTMAS Recycle Party gang 


FUN party guests Miguel Pastor and Phoem 
Barranda 


and nice friends. 

Retailing genius Ben is truly unstoppable and 
his company is growing by the minute, literally. 
With this new watch collection, he may soon 
venture into producing Bench cell phones and 
have his celebrity endorsers like Royal couple 
Richard and Lucy Gomez or effervescent Kris 
Aquino come out with Bench print and bill- 
board ads. 

It is Ben's generous nature that gives him. 
тоге blessings. At the annual Christmas party 
of my dearest friends, Ben brought giveaways 
and prizes for all, which made everyone's loot 
bags and gifts overflow! 

Treally enjoy hosting games and parties. My 
theme this year was the “recycled” look since I 
decided to donate to the typhoon victims in- 
stead of buying new décor and thus ended up 
recycling our old Christmas decorations. 

Speaking of time, Im out of it for this col- 
umn, so let me just end by saying, “May this be 
the merriest of your Christmas seasons ever!” 


E-mail me at seaprincess@inquirercom.ph. 


Aside from meat, 

my favorite food group 
now includes sweets, 
and strangely, I detest 
vegetables! 


GORGEOUS sisters Mabeth Agcaoili and 
Pinky Webb 


C> 


VEGGIE buddies Jon-jon Rufino and RJ 
Ledesma 


z 


PINEAPPLE owners Angelette Calero and Leah 


Puyat with Malu Gamboa 
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From page El high and low sound. 

"The nomadic nation of Mongo- 
Ensemble also rendered Mongo- На developed a strong tradition of 
lian folk songs in two basic forms, vocal music when it was difficult 
Jong and short. The most popular to carry musical instruments 
among Mongols are the short while on the constant move. The 
songs with sharp rhythms. The Mongols’ sacred relationship 
ensemble, however, is known for with nature for hundreds of years 
its distinctive and skillful perfor- has produced a variety of amaz- 
mance of the classic long song, ing vocal range and style, from 
particularly the khoomi, that de- khoomi to praise, from epic to leg 
mands ofa singer's breathing and end songs, from imitations to sa 
guttural techniques. cred music. 

Mastery in khoomi allows a Chan says they plan to bring in 
person to sing two or three dis- more cultural performances from 
tinct pitches at the same time. Re- China. "Hopefully Filipinos will 
garded as a musical art, this de- see that this is unique and 
manding skill utilizes the throat ent, and maybe somehow it will 
as an instrument. The first tone produce a little bit of awareness. 
produces high-pitched, whistle- There is more to the Chinese cul- 
like sound, while second a lower, ture than Mano Po," she says. 

THE MORIN khuur, or horse head fiddle, is deeper sound as base. Polyphonic 
the most quintessential of Mongolian singing is achieved whenasongis E-mail the author at ajambo- 
instruments. rendered vocally combined with | ra@inquirercom.ph 
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e global mall community ranked Greenbelt 3 amongst 
у haying won at the 2004 International Council of Shopping Centers’ 
ternational Design and Development Awards”. 
It 3 likewise wowed the world by bagging the Urban Land, Institute AYALA CENTER 
cellence". Being recognized as а world-class mall instills a lot AYALA MALLS 
nter Makati indeed. But it is the continued patronage and the Lovema! N! 


loyal mall goers that remains closest to its heart. 


SRE a AERTS 


This Christmas, treat your senses 
with SMART Infinity. 


Receive the entertainment package of your choice when 
you avail of the Samsung E810 through SMART Infinity. 


Choose from four exceptional Samsung Select what fancies you most as you enjoy 
entertainment products — all designed to the features of your new Samsung E810: 
let you enjoy vivid sound and images. 
= Roag VGA camera 
+ FlatTV- CT25" M-jpeg with sound 
+ DVD - DVD-HD748 1 GPRS connectivity 
* Home Theater — HTDS 140 1 ESK TFT LCD (128 x 160 pixels) 
= Camcorder - SCL906 = Photo CLI 


Choose to connect with SMART Infinity. 
Call 888-1111 today. 


For questions, comments, or concerns you may cii the SMART Hotes э 889-1111; 9008 mag your SMART colon: 
the SMART Corporate iodine at #088, sad a cert message to 888 (Standard rate n exces ol the FREE TEXT allocation apples) 
(at vs и cstomercareymart com ph, vai cur weboce at wnamart com ph, or vit dhe SMART Wiles Center nearest yeu. 
Promo Duration: December 12,2004 to mary 31,2005. Per DTI-NCR Permit Na. 3207 Seres of 2004. 
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Call 2 veg lames : 
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BJS Compound Е 
1869 P. Domingo Street, Makati City 
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Textus your feedback: 
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RIBBONS have made a comeback 
as fashion accent, holiday decor 
and gift trimming. Did you know 
there are many-ways to tie a rib- 


MEDALLION 
Make a series of accordion folds. 
h with both ends of the 


ribbon facing the same direction. 


bon? There is the classic way 
where you create two loops, cross 
the right one over the left, make a 
knot and pull. You can also make 
ribbons into a sash or a tuxedo 


LAYERED-LOOPS ORNAMENT 
Make two layered loop bows from 5/8-inch- 
wide sa 
glue onto undersides of both 
bows; press together, sandwiching the ends 


PETAL-BOW ORNAMENT 


‘ald an 8-inch piece of silver twine Make 2 1/4-inch accordion folds in ribbon; 


end with the raw edges facing down. Pass 
needle and thread through bottom, about 3 


ROSETTE 

Hold four fingers on one hand 
together, and wrap with ribbon, 
making certain it lies flat. Slide 
the ribbon off your fingers and 
pinch it together at the center. 
Cut anotch through all layers on 
each side. Tie a piece of string 
around the center of the ribbon, 
slipping it into notches; pull 
string taut and knot. To form the 
rosette, spread loops outward 
and twist, shaping them into а 
fluffy ball 


‘Thread a needle and knot it, 
leaving a l-inch tail, Pass the 
needle and thread through the 
layers, about 1/4 inch from the 
selvage edge. Bring ends of 
thread together; knot, close to. 
the ribbon. Glue ends of ribbon 
together, covering the knot. 
Press the center of the bow to 
flatten, rotating the folds in one 
direction. 


of the twine inside. Wrap ribbon around 1/4 inch from edge. Hold together, and pull 
taut; knot, Spread petals; tie silver twine 


around thread to hang. 


bow. All it takes is practice, and this center loops of bows; secure with fabrie glue, 
season, if you're no Scrooge, you'll placing ends inside a loop to conceal. 
get plenty. 


PARTIES! 


* Wedding for us low as. 
P 38,360+ inclusive of amenities 
= Debut Package for as low as 
P 38,360+ inclusive of amenities 
+ Other Party Pad 
for as low аз P24,750: 


~ City Garden Hotel 
Makati 


ahat cores Hayaan Avenues, Mokar City fel: 899-1111 ч 


In < ба lge 
FIGURE-EIGHT 35% m 
Form loop at one end of ribbon; glue in place. туе СА T 222799 


Wind the rest of the ribbon back and forth, 2 

forming a figure eight with each layer and making Р КА 

each alittle larger than the one before it, until 1 
you've created three stacked figure eights. Glue. 
figure eights together at the points where the 
ribbon crosses. Let dry. Knot the second length of 
ribbon around the loops at the center; rotate the 
knot so the smooth sideis at the front. 

DTE, 
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DAWLY WEEKLY MONTHLY 


FROM PA40-P1,700 5: 


2РАХ 
МАКАТІ 

MANILA 
DILIMAN 
CUBAO 
CUBAO 


FIGURE-EIGHT 


ORNAMENT 
Make three figure- 
ight bows using 15- 
inch-long, 3/8-inch- 
wide satin ribbon. 
Start with the cut 
edge at back of bow 
and make two layers 
instead of three. 
Cross and glue two 
of the bows. Glue a 
loop of silver twine at 
the front center. 
Glue a third bow 
across the middle, 
concealing twine, 


107 Neptune Si. 
1455 A. Mendoza St 
130 Kalayaan Ave. 
245 P. Tuazon St. (Near Araneta Center.) 
= 49 Annapolis SL (Near Aurora Blvd.) 
‘e-mail: fersaireservation@yahoo.com 


(Near Макай Ave.) 
(Near UST) 
(Near Q.C. Hall) 


897-9123 
742-1292 
924-2689 
912-8000 
912-5852 


MOISSANITE 


RESERVATIONS 
Tel. No.: 426-7308 
Fax No; 928-5140. 
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ESIGNER Richie Ortega and graphic f 


artist Tracie Anglo-Dizon's friendship 


began in New York. "She used to buy: B 


clothes from me," Richje said. 

Despite thi differêfice in their educational 
backgrounds;fRichie took Visual Commun 

b University of the Philippines 

while Traciesstudié& Economics at the Ateneo 
De Manila Unitfegi#}), the two found a com- 
mon denomifiator in their love for fashion. In 
fact, they bdgh studied at Parsons in New 
York, 

The two agreed” 
Hub. “I wanted know how Simon of Bamey's 
felt. Mahirap pala.” Nakakaloka. Its our first 


window. Iba. It made you think differently,” 5) 


Tracie said. 

And although it seemed that the timing 
Wé bf because the offer came a few days 
чш Tra 

TAO Were able to turn that into an advan- 
LO 

Ating "What's new in 2005?" to the orig- 
іла? ёте, they decided to focus on trends 
for 2005. " It was good because Tracie was 
Нап and we needed the trends. We both 
come from the fashion industry, it’s us try- 
ing to give our two cents’ worth,” Richie 
said. 

‘The two worked on their concept long di 
tance, maximizing the use of their Sony Erics- 
son 57001, which was supposed to serve as 
their window's inspiration. 

Driven by the need to express themselves 
and the desire to see how the phone will fit into 
their industry, the girls created a Christmas tree 
adored with the Sony Ericsson $700i phones 

ink will hit it big in 
the coming year. 

“The phone is the hottest thing for next year. 
We wanted it to be interactive. We want people 
to come up and touch it and look at the photos. 
Isa lifestyle thing, not just a fashion thing 

Richie said, "It was fun. They gave us a free 
hand until the very end." 

"Tthink i's great that there's a youth move- 
ment. We don't mean young, young. Its a 
mindset, ls progressive. This project is 
amazing. Globe was very open-minded. Its a 
great endeavor. I was actually surprised. The 
Globe team is about what's going on in the 
youth scene. They're in tune,” Tracie said. 

‘This Christmas, Richie will still be working 


= scheduled trip to Milan, ће ~ 


FASHION designers Tracie Anglo-Dizon (left) 
and Richie Ortega, designers of the ultra 
modern Christmas tree window designat Hub 
Rockwell inspired by the ultra sleek Sony 
Ericsson s700i 


“I might actually work on the 25th,” said 
Richie. Looks like Tracie will be on the same 
track too. Tracie added, "I asked my husband 
and he said, Тег work. We've been taking too 
many vacations." 

The girls will go back to devoting their 
time to their busy careers—and a huge chunk 
of which will undoubtedly be given to their 
new baby, MODI, a fashion line that features 
moder and indigenous designs. The two are 
actually advocates of preserving indigenous 
culture. The hard work is paying off - they 
will be launching the entire collection next 
year at a major store. 

‘There are more good things in store for these 
young creative minds. 

When asked about their plans for the future, 
Richie said, “Work, work. I'm exporting also, so 
ТЇ work on that.” 

‘Tracie, on the other hand, said, "To be able 
to do really great work for the projects m do- 
ing now. Get away with great work. Have 
enough clout as to get away with great work. 
And to do my own thing." 


Email 
ercom.ph. 


the author at ppastor@inquir- 


TRIKO Escora's Christmas 
indow at the Hub Podium 


WHAT'S HOT 
ma 2005 | 


artistic minds. Given the theme 


Text by Pam Pastor 
Photos by Joseph Agcaoili 


ORa lo of stores, preparing 
Christmas window displays 
involve shaking the dust off 

the previous years twinkling lights 

and hanging upa mistletoe ortwo. 

But such is not the case for the Hub 

by Globe Telecom. 

This year, they turned their 
windows into a canvas for some 
of the country’s brilliant and 


"Be Joyous" and mobile phones 
to jumpstart the creative process, 
the young artists were given the 
freedom to transform the win- 
dow displays of the Hub branches 
in different malls into Christmas- 
inspired masterpieces. 

Lifestyle caught up with three 
young artists. They talked about 
their craft, their window displays, 
their fucure plans and their mem- 
oris of all things Christmas. 


These young 
artists decked 
the malls—but 
not with boughs 
of holly 


IKO Escora’s lifelong pass 
гап started when he was just 
a child. “I've been drawing 


Although he has gone through all 
imaginable day jobs—from waiting ta- 
bles and even designing graphics for 
"rave" parties—he chose to focus on 
artstarting 2001. 

When he was approached about the 
window display project, he didnt 
think twice. “It’s an opportunity to do 
something a little different, an oppor- 
tunity toexplore.” 

His inspiration, above all, was the 
Motorazr V3. "I focused on the shape 
of the Motorola phone. My design is 
based on their keypad. The general 
feature of the phone is minimalist and 
metallic.” 

Kiko's conceptualization involved a 
lot of sketching. “They asked us to 
come up with three designs.” The peo- 
ple from Globe surprised him with 
their selection. "I wasn't expecting 
them to choose that. 1 thought they'd 
think it was too simple but they gor 
what I was trying to come up with. 

The result is a futuristic-looking in- 
stallation featuring large pieces 
shaped like the keypad of the Motorola. 
phone and a lot of Christmas balls. 

With the window display project 
behind him, Kiko has a lot of other 
projects lined up in the near future. 
“Pm part of the group show by the 
Drawing Society of the Philippines at 
the Megamall Art Center. It started 
Jast Dec. 14. I'm collaborating with a 
lighting director and fashion director 
for a four-day workshop-slash-show 
in March. 1 also have three exhibi- 
tions on the calendar for next year. 

But before that is Christmas. Al- 
though Kiko's childhood holidays were 
as normal as could be (“We played 
with firecrackers even before New 
Year. Noche Buena, of course. Gift giv- 
ing, Voltes V"), this year's will be far 
from traditional, "Pl spend it with 
friends, look for any bar that's open.” 


First Prize: 
3 winners of 300,000.00 


LUZON C 
e Moneth R. De Robles - Laguna 


VISAYAS 
e Angelina Dajao-Tan - Leyte 


MINDANAO 
e Rodolfo S. Escartin = Iligan City 


Second Prize:  : 
20 winners of P20,000.00 


LUZON 

@ Rosalie Arguelles - Makati 

e Denmark T. David - Kalookan 
e Ma. Victoria C. Manansala - Pampanga 
© Rita M. Renta - Naga City, 

e Juvy M. Garces - Palawan 

e Jasmin Rose Burgos - Antipolo 
e Mary Ann R. Coma - Laguna 

o Zenaida L, Ferrer - Pangasinan 
o Marie Jay Soliven - Tarlac 

e. Tony M, Soriano - Pangasinan 


VISAYAS 

@ Christine A. Espinosa - Iloilo City 
e Rowena Elizabeth Suello - Bohol 
® Annabella G. Auza - Cebu 

æ Cynthia А. Borgueta - Tacloban 


MINDANAO 

o Betin Sadiwa - Cotabato City 

ә Fanny U. Corrales - Gen. Santos City 

Erlinda V. Fernandez - Zamboanga City 
‚ e Jackie Lou L. Luy - Zamboanga City 

ә Juvy S. Encanto ~ Davao City 

* Hannibal Solatonio - Cagayan de Oro 


daas. Per DOH-BFAD Permit No. 1131 series of 2004, 


Prize: . 
50 winners of P5,000.00 
LUZON 


© Arlene Cayabyab - Pangasinan 

Elvira T. Castro - Pampanga 

o Esther 7. Dizon - Angeles City 

e Ludivina C. Estillore - Baguio City 

© Noemi О. Salcedo - Pangasinan” 

e Lolita E. Suba - Angeles City 

e Julieta Tolentino - Angeles City 
Cesaria R. Bastes - Olongapo City 

o Victoria Abanag - Bulacan 

е Carolina V. Danao - Olongapo City 

ө Esperanza Imperial - Cavite 

ә Juanita L. Juanilas - Laguna 

o Soledad B. Isaac - Iriga City 

о Magdalena Romalla - Laguna 

o Imelda V. Renon - Camarines Sur 

o Ancheta B. Trinidad - Batangas 

® Rosario P. Chan - Cavite 

© Emelita Palmero - Marikina 

© Gertrudes Acuna - Sta. Mesa 

o Maricel B. Pasara - Pasig 

ө Liza P. Asuncion - Muntinlupa City 

o Edwin S. David - Taguig 

e Violeta Macaraeg - Paranaque City 


VISAYAS 
© Ronnie Ortazo - Eastern Samar 
о Loui Gee Gitzano - Cebu 


e Disocora M. Valeriano - Bacolod City 


o Marivic T. Eval -Tacloban City 
e Himaya C. Zafra - Cebu: 


‚© Francisca D. Casiano - Western Samar 
e Germelyn Felix - Negros Occidental 


MINDANAO У 2% 
о Marilyn Mariano - Cagayan de Oro 
ө Marilyn C. Dilangen - Davao City 
© Grace O. Guevarra - Davao City 


о Arlene T. Sajulga - Cagayan de Oro 


@ Elena B. Palana - Agusan del Sur 
е Ma. Luz E. Mamacang - Davao City 


Johan F. Nacional - Misamis Oriental 
» Teresita S. Domingo - Zamboanga City 


"me 


e Danica Bianca Marie Canos - Cotabato City 
e Jovelyn L. Juyo - Davao City 


^e Lanie B. Ruta - Davao Oriental 


e Nilda S. Bernudez - Butuan City 

e Lilibeth T. Oliquiano - Bukidnon __ 

o Evelyn.T. De la Cruz - Zamboanga del Norte 
• Alex Senajon - Davao City 

• Arjen Nunez - Davao City 

e Libertino D. Nacasabog - Iligan City 

o Emma Q. Gerodias - Cagayan de Oro 

e Gina L. Lim - Zamboanga City 

ө Elaine L. Tan - Cagayan de Oro 


How to claim cash prize: 

1) All winners will be notified via courier service c/o 
Kraft Foods асаа Inc. You сап, claim your 
prize at the specific location indicated'in the letter: 


2) Bring any of the ff. valid ID cards: Driver’s License, 
Company / Student ID, Passport or 555 ID together 
with the winner's notification letter sent by Kraft 
Foods (Philippines), Inc. 


:3) Employees of Kraft Foods (Philippines), Inc., its ' 


affiliates, subsidiaries, advertising and promotion 
agencies and relatives up to second degree of 
consanguinity are disqualified from joining the promo... 


4) Redemption period is sixty (60) days from the last 


day of the promo period. Deadline for redemption, 
for all prizes will be on February 12, 2005. 
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Pharmacist „Ў, каван, 
Fortecdbakomaluattestye@inguirencomeh B „ all about 


vu Child 
ILIE Home x (Ger 


CAPIZ blossom 
floor lamp at 
Restoration, 

Glorietta4 HZ 


MINIATURE LIGHTHOUSES. Bring the beach 
sensation to your living room with these charming 
lighthouses(P450-P1,500). Available at Country 
Lifestyle, Robinsons Galleria East Wing (EW), level | 


BEADED throw pillow covers from India, P199.75 each at SM 
Makati Home World (HW) 


gifts for t 


ROM our home to yours come nor 
E only glad tidings but good gift 
ideas. 
More and more people are shopping for 
family gifts to save time and money this 
season. Luckily, there are all kinds of pre 
sents for the home, whether made in these 
islands or culled from markets around the 
world. 
From interesting occasional chairs to 
CARVED chest box, P9,750 at Homeand Beyond, Glorietta 4 Home Ethnic pisces from gleaming cookware to 
Zone (HZ) level 3 ceramic dinnerware, from glass to wood 
accents —budget is the only limit. 
The malls are wonderful sources for 
presents perfect for the. home because 
they have everything. But stand-alone = 
home stores, too! Have their-virtues be-"* ‘KATOL burner goes озі 
cause they can offer off-the-wall choices. metal tray shaped like a house; 
Jftoo bulky, just tie a red ribbon around ^ and brown at Borders (tel, 81301 12, 8932908; 
your gift and you're all set fax. 8130212; e-mail: borders@info.com.ph) 


PERFECT foran 
indoor garden or 
for floating 
candles, this 
labangan is 
P3,800 at Asian 
Finds, Glorietta 4 
HZ. 


FURNITURE 
You WIsH 
TO HAVE, 
DON'T Miss 
THIS CHRISTMAS! 


The Fabulous Furniture 
Price Cut 
ч 


нач 
i OFF 
Guanlum FB Pius Chitosan E Hury! This promo is from 
is a quality fiber dietary “ È = December 1-30, 2004 only! 
е R NDS = сЕ 
говон Chitosan, a scil 
солу formulated quotty 
product that helps lower 


bad cholesterol and keep 
the good cholesterol. 
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Visit us! GF, Equitable-PCI Bank Bldg., Ortigas Ave., MM - Tel. Nos.: 721-2220 to 21, 721-7158, 721-7169 


ver Runs Out of Style” Y or at 2248 Don Chino Roces Ave., Макай City - Tol. Nos.: 815-8973, 813-4524 


hn aiba 
1 Yo i * on ii i " 3 months at el SM Depormant Stores 
Enjoy O% interest” on instalment with HSBC's Instalment Plan sas Dow SB Үр 
sre amen ice ti econ ee рм тема антенна HSBC «Ж 
оиа tans sa onane of MSEC's лаш Pien RED што аран, visit our wabsita o уун врс comgh. The world's local bank 
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Presents that 

give comfort 

and joy 

throughout 

the year are 

always good 


à ET 
DOUBLE piatter with Christmas motif p 
(P499.75), Home Essence, Glorietta 4 HZ to give and 


eem ana 
even better 


to receive 


FESTIVE poinsettia, butterfly and bee napkin 
holders (P250-350), candle holder (P650) 
and dragonfly (P550) all made of bubog, at 
Pnly Collection, Glorietta 4 HZ 


SLEEK CD rack in 
black and white, 
P1,995 at 
Dimensione, 
Glorietta 4 HZ 


BRIGHTEN up a bedroom with Minuet quilt spread 
and shams from SM Makati HW. 


li — 
SUPERSIZED Javanese lamp in two colors, 
P12,950 each at Urban Effects, Glorietta 4 
HZ 


TASSLED pandan box (P650/350) at Regalong 
Pambahay, Glorietta 4, HZ 


BANANA leaf trays 

(from P450-P1,200) 

atPnk Collection 

and (left) Starfish x: 

lamp (P3,995) at ORNAMENTAL lamp (abovi 

Urban Effects, both $ made of brass and red-stain 

at Glorietta 4 HZ dz glass from India (P2,350); TH 
angel puppet (left) of softwo} 
and in pouch-like costume w| 
strings adjoining body parts 
(P795). Both available at Asi 
Finds, Robinsons Galleria EW 


decorative pieces by 
Bobby Castillo, may 
not move a boat but 
sure looks good ona 
table; available at 
Borders (tels 
81301 12/8932908; 
fax. 8130212; e-mail 

| borders@info.com.ph) 
DISPLAY family photosin frames assembled into a wood divider, \ 
available at SM Makati Home World, level 3 


‘COLORFUL resin towel holder; tape dispenser, even medicine 
chest, at Dimensione, Glorietta 4 HZ 


n 
PLACE setting: Japanese stoneware (P475-P 1,850), bone with fish 3 : t 
design flatware (P195 ea), nito placemat (P395), abaca placemat р 3 сюе 
(P135), chopsticks (Р150); ай at Unica, Glorietta 4 HZ a T Elcg Ыы „ыш 


FOR the tea drinker, Japanese ceramic tea set, P1,450 at Regalong Pambahay 


“COLLECTIBLE ceramic 
incense holder in 
elephant design incense 
holds one stick ata 
time; P320 at Asian 
Finds, Robinsons 

{Galleria EW 


SERIES of prints of garden scene paintings by 
Sandra Bearman all together in black framing 
and matting; at SM Makati HW; at left, red 
Vietnam box for storing all kinds of memories 
available at Dimensione at Glorietta HZ 


AT EASE. Jessie 
leisure chair and 
foot rest; 
availableat 
Interior Design 
Council, 
Glorietta 4 HZ 
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FANCY tic tac toe board made of black metal 
piece; available at Borders 


Kodak EasyShare | 


yon camera 


Now it's easy 
to own one. 


CX 7330 

* 3X Optical Zoom 
33 Digital Zoom 

+ Continuous Digital Video 
with Audio 


before P 11,995.00 
NOW P 9,995.00 


anal 
d banag BH 
we E 


pharmacist 
abot hild Care 


T 


As parents, you alvays want your children to be healthy 
in mind and body. Giving them the right nourishment 
and tender loving care wil keep them active, dert, happy 
and far away from minor ог serious finesses that may 
allect their growing years. Below are some tps to guide 
you and your growing children: 


© Give your children a balanced diet. Serve them a 

cell mis of rs and nario meds Supplement 
these with a moli-stamin pre meets their 
recommended day lowance (RDN 


а Keep your children rom developing icon delice 
SEE Gre bem te ral anenai iun ава 
needed lor the development ol inteligence among 
children. 

* Free your chidren from cough and colds. Ask our 
procs for he appropriate overite counter 
medication. 


© Take care of your baby's skin. Relieve itchiness and 
парру rashes vil unscented petroleum jelly or lation. 


© Know basic (sid measures In case small accidents 
‘occur when your chldren are at play. 


We have ned up a series of special 


on how o keep your chidren heathy 


activities for your children's health: 
p PÀ © Free leaflets that provide valuable information 


. LE EE 


KS ba AG 
pharmaceutical partners ade 


"At Watsons drug, our friendly pharmacists are always ready 
10 nsstst you, especially when it comes to keeping your 
children heathy and ful of е. 


CX 7430 


+ 3X Optical Zoom, 4X Digital Zoom 

* Continuous Digital Video with 
Audio Recording and Playback 

* 9 Scene and Colour Modes 


PictBridge 
CX 7530 


= 3X Optical Zoom, 5X Digital Zoom | 

+ Continuous Digital Video with 
Audio Recording and Playback 

+ 9 Scene and Colour Modes 


DX 7590 

= 10X Optical Zoom, 
3X Digital Zoom 

= Professional Quality 
Schneider-Kreuznach 
Variogon Lens 

+ Creative Controls 
including Program, 
Aperture and Shutter 
Priority, Manual Control 


P 29,995.00 
with free 128 MB Memory Card 


636-9600 for Metro Manila, 
1-800-1888-9600 Toll Free for Provincial Areas} 


Go to the 
KODAK DIGITAL CAMERA MALL TOUR 
and bring out the brilliance of life. 


so 

Check out the latest digital cameras from Kodak, on-the-spot 
muralisis and body painters, and our Kodak celebrity digital | 
picture gallery. Al the Ground Floor Makati Mall, Glorietta 3 
from December 15, 2004 to January 1, 2005. 


rs: Sth Avenue + Com 


ume 8 
to be discovered, 


слег) 


Аде range: 

18 to 23 years old 

Profile: 

Sensitive and vulnerable, Jeng falls in 
and out of love easily, and gets hurt 
and affected just as easily. She immerses 
herself completely in all her relationships 
everything for the sake of love. Jeng is 
the type of person other people protect 
or love to take care of. 


WALISTS, 


p m ТИШИ WALL. 
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Download or subscribe to receive Westin images or updates for a chance to win exclus 


Earn entries for every image you download or update you receive. 
The more entries you earn, the greater your chances to be among: 


+ 5 winners of a FREE massage treatment for two. 
+ 3 winners of an overnight stay for two at the Westin Philippine Plaza. 


Text WESTIN to 34897. 


| A 
WESTIN WESTIN 


те download wallpapers, text WALL «keyword? to 34897. 


You can also make room reservations via text. Simply key-in: 
WESTIN <jast name> «first name> «contact information? and send to 34897. 


— ر 
Get* a SMART Gold Plan - either‏ 
phone package or SIM-only — and‏ 
receive a Westin Mobile Coupon.‏ 


Present this Mobile Coupon when you 
book at the Westin Philippine Plaza to 
receive a 50% discount on accommodations 
for any room type. 


Current SMART Gold subscribers: 


Receive a 1556 discount at Westin dining 
outlets. Simply present your special discount 
coupon? (that comes with your billing 
statement) when you make any food or 
beverage purchase. 


See yers for deals, Promo s rm Decer 
Fer DTENCR Permi No 3119, Series of 2004. 


S 


ENJOY VIVID MULTIMEDIA FEATURES ON YOUR CELFONE. SET-UP SMART GPRS AND MMS. 


To pu GPRS Sanga open pronn tn SET GPRS pane madu wo HIL. Те NG Sng on 
EGS SERS ARA EN 


THE WESTIN 
PHILIPPINE PLAZA 


MANILA 


ai m eau c he FRE TERT Беш pé ema ct 


phone, пек SET MMS «phone mode ro 11 
FNS en your prana tn MP ON ta M). 


T Buddy, Addit Mobi, and Тай "N Fast soccer Themes cost 73099 each Pietura manages, walpapes, and logos cont P.O 
arn Aes Pe TAAS Hs xin E Addis Fats PSS. ы: 


amar yos кә ай а SHART Неде к МЛ, "H8 төн por УНАП cles Pa SPART Corpor Hon м 886 sanda мн жаны to MB 
a er т ти ами pm of чөл ба SMART Wien Cert eae os. 


ive privileges. 
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Text by Alex Y, Vergara. 
Photos by Jim Guiao Punzalan 


tures” that his mother Rosario. 

brought home from one of her 
trips to the United States 12 years 
ago. Today, businessman and for- 
mer landscape artist Rene Tiong- 
co's miniature Christmas village 
has grown into a virtual communi- 
ty with its own shopping district, 
school, hospital, bookstore and 
even a Chinese restaurant. 

"The Christmas village has become an annual 
mustsee for relatives, friends and near- 
strangers. It occupies a prominent space—a 3-ft 
high presidential table, actually, draped with 
white table cloth—in the living room of the 
family's two-story home in Malate, Manila. 

“The display steadily grew through the 
years,” says Tiongeo, a graduate of landscape 
architecture аг the University of the Philippines 
and business partner of fashion designer Edgar 
Allan. "Some are genuine pieces from Depart- 
‘ment 56, a famous American brand of minia- 
ture collectibles, while others came from export 
‘overruns sold at local bazaars in Alabang and 
Greenhills.” 


I: all started with 10 “struc- 


Irresistible finds 

‘Tiongco makes it a point to scour department 
stores and specialty shops in the US whenever 
he visits his New York-based sister. His search 
for ideal pieces has taken him as far as Hyannis 
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SY 


citylmessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Miniature Christmas 
village sustains 
the holiday spirit 


Point, Massachusetts, and Kennebunkport, 
Maine, where he chanced upon model hedges 
and mini pine trees. 

‘A number of pieces came from friends and 
employees. Tiongco's salesladies, who know 
very well his penchant for collecting such items, 
pooled their money one Christmas and gifted 
him with a “two-story building” they had 
bought from a local department store. it now 
occupies a prominent space in the town plaza. 

Prices of such items range from the unbeliev- 
ably low to the outrageously expensive. There 
were times, for instance, when Tiongco stum- 
bled on irresistible finds: Four unpainted houses 
for a dollar. Since the bargain was too good to. 
refuse, he bought the items and didn't mind 
painting them once he got home. 

A frozen pond scene complete with human 
figures that glide on "ice" set him back by $75. 
So as not to spoil the fun, Tiongco refrains from 
making a full accounting of his expenses. He 
doesn’t keep an inventory either. His mother, 
Rosario, brushes off the dust from each piece 


before putting itin its designated box soon after f 


the New Year rolls in. 

“My mom started it all,” Tiongco says with a 
chuckle, “but promptly took over. She knew Td 
be hooked on it because I loved working on 


OUR 
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We've got it all for you! к 
27. шй, CUBO HRS» ARH ENSA SA AESA ORTIGAS LAS PANS + ИДИ, FAN ATA 


* scale models of gardens and villages when I was 
in college." 


Career shift 
Tiongco's career as a landscape architect was 
; nipped in the bud when he and Allan put up a 
tailoring shop in Quezon City in the mid 19705: It 
was the genesis of their successful partnership 
© that led to haute couture and RTW lines for men. 
‚ and women. 

To prepare himself for the shift, Tiongco 
studied fashion merchandising at New Yorks 
Fashion Institute of Technology. He takes care of 

‚ the business’ finances, while Allan handles the 
3 creative side. Working on a mini village affords 
the one-time landscape artist not only a chance 
to relive his youth, but also to spread the holi- 
day cheer. 

Apart from the riot of colors, the display is 
made more festive by Yuletide tunes emanating 
from a dancing choir and tiny Christmas lights 
strategically set ай over the village. Some lights 
are tucked underneath houses making them ra- 

liate with warmth in the "bitter cold.” In lieu of 
real snow, Tiongco's assistants made use of soft 
white cotton. 

"Because of Tiongco's knowledge of topogra- 
phy and eye for detail, the display looks far from 


IN THE NEWS 


a А 
NO school today 


boring and static. Smaller houses and human 
figures are placed behind bigger ones, while 
certain structures are perched on sloping hills 
and mountains. 

The display is also a town planners dream: 
Farms, complete with Holstein cows, horses, 
bams and windmills, are placed in one section 
of the village, away from the town centers 
bright lights and madding crowd. 

To keep the display from becoming pre- 
dictable, period houses with chimneys and slop- 
ing brick roofs are positioned imegularty. Serene 
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PREMIER CROSSWORD? By Frank A. Longo BREAKUP 


ACROSS 60 Take rider 116 ed 
1 Monks’ 63 Rx amount Euridice" 
ще 64 Historical (Gluck 
4 — Jongg оа SC орага) 
7 Ham's place 66 Dub anew 117 Number 

12 Break out 69 Apprehends  botween 
18 Layback 71 Riddle, due and 
21 Bird sound _ pana quatro 
22 Said та Dimwitted 118 "How — 
23 Start ola 77 Sawed you? 
riddle wood ИӘ Pleasant 


25 Leapod Т8 Strengthen 120 Betrays, in a 


26 Crime бойоп 82 Doscibo way 
genre 83 kes WWII 122 Riddles 

27 la command answer 

28 BBC piece 85 Upper 128 Atrican Пу 

30 Creepy house 129Mssourfs 

31 Wiches 87 First Bond” — 

34 Riddle, ‘im Mountains 
pana ва Onine 13052101 

за Memory sales marketing 
loss 90 King Kong, malen 

40 Brian of ag 131 Porcolved 
Roxy Music 93 Finish last 132 Salaman- 

41 Skppor's 84 Enda dors 
"OK" fast 133— Tin Tin 

42 Riddle, —— 95 Riddle, (TV dog) 
pana pans 134— -Caps 

51 NFLer 102 Mon. (ests. 
Manning follower candy) 

53 Emmy win- 103 Bal 
nor Ward (Sou — DOWN 

54 Wind di. Padi  1Шлра— 

55 Mount in tuna) 2 Break bad 
Exodus 108 Tenants habits 

s6 Plasto lm 107 End ol lhe З Fick with 
thicknesses rade chase 


S8 Liturgical 11S"Annio—" scenes, og 


Egyptian (Scotish 4 Old spaca 
language "ок song) ` staton 


Picnic pest 48 Sots son 91 “Sheoshl 
Sakota 49 Соо  Gromea 
chuckle 50 Laces up break 
7 Discoiot 51 Ambulance 92 Israa airing 
В Рап ТАТ ^ оң 98 “Boy” of 
9 Almosphere 52 Lucy of song 
10 Splendid “Charle's 87 Religious 
11 Uke palos Angels shoot 
12 Twisly lum 57 Containing 98 ісе 
13 Valcan Ciy fin эз — Aviv 
basiica 58 Origami bird 100 Genešc 
14 Baseball 59 Mala helix 
great Rod bosses 101 Aopiesal- 
15 Vidoogame 61 Granola bl. inonemuse 
pioneer 62 Cres player 
те Engage 65 Janet. 105Hawnga 
17 Rims Jackson's high can 
19 Lyrcistto label centration of 
Loewe 67 Nothing 106 Looks after 
20 Ollspring: тое ап 107 Harbors 
Aber, 68 Previously, 108 Remove all 
24 Old hand in poetry aces of 
29 Droplet — 70 Fishioba  109Frequenty 
32 PaulAnia’s 72 747, e.g.  1lONudnks 
“Beso” 73 Very ile, 111 Fiery felony 
33 Actor assat 112Lisions 
74 Pub orders aüonively 
751n—(qnis 113 Time ot 
тйк originat history 
36 Individuals habta) 414 Shea team 
37 Henna, e.g. 7&Appe 121 Homer 
39 Lhasa — computer Simpson's 
43 Prining 79--ol neighbor 
prool, for Hollywood . 123 Fido's foot 
short во Spanish 128 Tochrique 
44 Changes arido 125 Jug hande 
45 Gel cioser 81 Crock, ag. 126 Roman 
w 84 Galoot isi 
45 Suring sile? 86 Realyrum 127 Buddhist 
47 Dialed © t9 Free discipline 
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RENE Tiongco 


images such as deer crossing a stone footbridge 
above a frozen pond contrast with that of a 
group of kids frolicking on a sled sliding down 
an icy slope. 

On top of the moving human figures that "add. 
life" to the holiday tableaux, Tiongco didn't for- 
get to add the de rigueur Polar Express that run. 
along the town's outskirts. These fantasy ele- 
ments, says Tiongco, are what make the Christ- 
‘mas village appealing to people of all ages. 
Simple times 

“Looking at it brings mé back to a time when 


life was supposedly more simple," says Tiongco. 
“There were no high rises then, almost all hous- 
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FESTYLE 


VE been visiting forests these past 
ths without really planning to. The. 
invitations just come, it seems, and they 
have made Christmas this year truly meaning- 
ful forme. 

For what greater gift can one receive than to 
have the chance to admire beautiful tall trees 
and leafy surroundings, when elsewhere in the 
world and right in this country, mountains seem 
to be crumbling. If we may hazard a pun, itis in 
the wild that one often finds serenity. 

God created everything for us, and we must 
reciprocate by appreciating those gifts and us- 
ing them wi 

“Just a few days ago, we revisited, after five 
years, the Pacem Assumption Antipolo Eco- 
Park. Pacem stands for Peace and Care of the 
Earth Ministry. 


Environmental haven 

‘The Eco-Park, the environmental haven in 
the hills of Antipolo, has several features. It has 
an Eco Center where one finds the only butter- 
fly museum in the country, exhibit areas for 
shell and bug collections, an audiovisua 
"where documentaries and videos on different 
ecological subjects are shown, as well as 
wildlife, butterfly and dragonfly sanctuaries, 
an aviary, organic farm, herbal garden, and fa- 
cilities for conferences, seminars and retreats. 
"The center also has a restaurant and eco-shop. 

Everything is a walk away from the school 
buildings screened from view by a mini forest. 
Many of the features sil need to be completed, 
but already they are covered with plants and 
flowers. Butterflies and dragonflies flit by visi- 
torsas they emerge from their breeding stands, 

When the Assumption community here de- 
cided to focus on the ecology in 1987, the An- 
tipolo property was deemed the ideal location 
for establishing an environmentally sustainable 
school campus. Spearheading the project as en- 
‘vironmental director was St Luz Emmanuel So- 
riano, RA, who subsequently set up Pacem. 


Peace advocate 

Involved in ecological matters since 1980, 
she was named president of the Philippin 
Council for Peace and Global Education, a po 
sition she still holds today, even as she works 
for the National Movement for Free Elections 
(Namfrel) and other socio-civic organizations. 

Sister Luz has authored two books. “Save 
Mother Earth-What.Schools Can Do" is meant 
for teachers while "Sustainable Development: 
Philippine Perspective” is for college use. 

She is currently finishing a third, a sequel 
to "Save Mother Earth" and this time for 
households. 

‘After 17 years of tireless planning and over- 
seeing, what else does Sister Luz have in store 
for the Eco-Park? we ask. Being the perfectionist 
that she is, there does not seem to be an end to 
her dreams for this project. 

She wants better facilities for the birds and 
‘other wildlife in the mini zoo. They are too 
cramped and out of their element in their 
cages, she says. 

Then, of course, there is her all-encompass- 
ing dream—to see the Eco-Park really 
its goal of making the entire campus environ- 
mentally sustainable, where students, teach- 
ers, school administrators as well as parents 
can learn about environmental issues and 


YOUNG visitors shown at the Dragonfly 
‘Sanctuary are part of the 16,000 students 
who have visited the eco-park since last June. 


O little town 


From page H2 
es were small and everybody knew each other. 
165 my idea ofan ideal world.” 

Even the displays stationery figures ring with 
amusing and heart-warming vignettes. A moth- 
er and her infant, for instance, are being 
wheeled by a nurse outside the hospital as a 
man, supposedly the woman's husband, eagerly 
‘waits for them outside the entrance with a bou- 
quet of flowers. 

‘Then there'sa man whosits оп а park bench 
beside a newsstand, unmindful of the world 
around him as he savors the morning news. 
And what about the excited throng as they 
await the annual lighting of the Christmas 
tree? They have every reason to feel thrilled as 
they had waited all year to witness this event. 

Amid the festive glow, Tiongco doesn't forget 
the main reason people celebrate Christmas. If 
he were to single out a structure that the village 
can't do without, he'd point our the Catholic 
cathedral behind the town center. 

"Thats the main reason we celebrate Christ 
mas,” he says. "We mark the birth of Christ our 
redeemer, That's why the cathedral as well as 
the two other smaller churches occupy strategic 
spots in my village.” 

"Thus, Christ takes centerstage in Tiongco' 
‘Yuletide wonderland. 


Email the author at avergara@inguir- 
mph 
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Doris Gaskell Nuyda 


how this planet can be saved from mindless 
destruction ` 

To widen the scope of this project and en- 
sure its faster completion, the Assumption 
Antipolo community has opened its Pacem 
Eco-Park to other students and visitors so they 
may “experience the beauty of nature, con- 
template on and understand God's creation.” 

Аз Sister Luz once said, “If man is not at 
peace with God, then Earth itself cannot be at 
peace." May we all be blessed with peace this 
season. 


E-mail the author at dorisnuyda@ya- 
hoo.com 
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SR. Luz Soriano, RA, at the entrance to Assumption Antipolo's Butterfly Museum 


Here's a unique way to celebrate Christmas. 


It's deliciously different. And it's only from Purefoods. 


For Inquiries, call 632-2255/3333, 702-5401/5396 to 5399 or email us at customercare.phc@smg.sanmiguel.com.ph 


[ PUREFOODS) 
Ven. HORMEL 7 
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The returns of helping Filipino children can be 
rewarding with SMART Gold. 


Each download? of an MMS Greeting Card and Animated Greeting Card is also a donation 


to help UNICEF's initiatives for children in the Philippines. { d 
MMS Wallpapers Animated Screensavers Text UNICEF to 234 toda 


All money raised by UNICEF in the Philippines 
will be used only for the causes of Filipino children. 


Money is needed urgently to help rebuild homes 
and schools for children in the typhoon-damaged 
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у: Lagun: sort, merits more than a passing in- 
` guna casts terest despite its modern architec- 

ture, which does not tum meon. 
a spell upon the “ie atraccion is the Water 
А . World, a series of eight thermal 
urbanite with роо with temperatures ranging 
from hot to lukewarm to cold. 
і 1 There's a Cascade Pool, a Bub- 
its spring bling Pool, and so on. The pools 
are visually attractive, accented 
waters, forest by boulders, sculptural rock for- 

р mations and cascading wate 
Oh yes, don't forget Pagsanjan 
canopies, and shooting the rapids up to the 
‘main falls, This may be much bal- 
lakeshore areas, iynooed but it is still an exciting 
VR ride, especially during the wet 
Makiling the months. Places to stay here in- 
clude the Pagsanjan Rapids Ho- 
а tel, the Pagsanjan Falls Lodge & 
8 3 magic Summer Resort, and the Pag 

ner Resort, ps 
By Amadis Ma. Guerrero Atthe edge of the lake, you get a = J jan Garden Resort. 


Contributor full view of Mt. Makiling, which is p Wise. mountain, and A cultural showpiece is Villa 
cool and mist-laden at this time of : * Escudero in San Pablo, "the city 


HE METROPOLIS the year Fornontrekkers as well as “chek 5 of seven lakes,” near Tiaong, 
is Hue on trekkers, the place to pitch camp і x upland and Qum Hae fou can ed d 
5 here is the National Arts Center 


San Pedro, Santa (NAG), which is beside the Phil R ; z 

m , ip- - owland resorts л 
Rosa and Biñan; and pine High School for the Arts. кы А RESORTS. 
malls, fast-food outlets Тһе NAC has fine vistas of the 
and subdivisions are surrounding landscape and 
mushrooming here. seascape. There are guest cot- 


tages, a kidney-shaped swim- 
Beyond these towns in Laguna, 
Бонн жаки. tie) province) р e tala (yon 


can bring your own food), and fa- 
Temains pastoral and verdant, 
casting aspell upon the urbanite: CUES (O Seminars, conferences 
Spring waters, forest canopies, “Then there's the е 
а posh Execu- 
lakeshore areas, Makiling, the ive Guesthouse, which includes 
fa a арі орев a private swimming pool, regular 


rooms along with a deluxe suite, 
016490818 Laguna de Bat. and kitchen. This used to be the 
sn via Caliraya, whi ich у= exclusive preserve of the Imeldif- 
God-made trees and an altitude of Oneand her coterie, 


ri NAC bookings have to be done 
Pan дечү pied windsurfers with the Cultural Center of the 


There еа pu ا‎ аваа 

French colleaques Dominique Blandishments 

Grelé and Lily Jouve recommend We are now in the lowlands, 
Lagos del Sol (along with 99 oth- traveling along the Calamba-Los 
Ein all over We E Baños route, with its bewildering 
п ш eee 
route to get to know the different "OUncing private swimming 
tree species,” they report. 


Gota chance to win free cellphone loads and P1 tin! 
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NT REG «Cty or Town>/<Province>/<liame>/<Complate Addiess>/<Sex>/<Age><Code> 
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carabao-driven cart or cruise down the 
lake—bracketed by coconut-palm trees and 
big, native-style cottages on stilts—on a bam- 
boo raft. 

‘The lake leads to a manmade dam in front 
of which you partake of steaming Filipino 
dishes with the spring waters swirling around 
your bare feet. The resort-plantation also has 
an impressive museum built in the style of an 
old Laguna church, and an auditorium where 
cultural shows are presented. 

My favorite resort in Laguna, if not the 
whole of Luzon mainland, is Hidden Valley 
Springs (tel. 8184034), which lies in the 
Alaminos-Calauan boundary 75 km south of 
Makati City. 

It is a 90-minute ride from Alabang, maybe 
less. Take Exit 52 of the South Expressway, 
passing through Calamba and Tanauan, 
Batangas, in the direction of San Pablo City 
and Quezon. 

Alaminosis right after Tanauan. Turn left at 
the Alaminos Plaza and follow the arrows 
leading to the resort. (Cardess commuters 
like me have to take a tricycle at the Alaminos 
public market which costs P100.) The 5-km 
route, once a dirt road, is now cemented for 
the most part. 


Fascinating history 

The birth of the valley makes for fascinat- 
ing natural history. It is said that eons ago, 
fiery volcanic upheavals formed a 110-acre 
crater more than 300 ft deep. Scores of 
springs, with varying temperatures, were un- 
leashed. And trees and plants emerged, 
“undisturbed for centuries.” At the edge of the 
crater was created a hidden waterfall. 
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HIDDEN Falls’ mighty cascades 


<= PHILIPPINE DAILYINQUIRER ~mm 


Sunday LIFESTYL 


Resorts great 


From page ll 


Before the coming of the Spaniards, Chi- 
nese traders were the first to explore the vir- 
gin rainforest. It is said that their trails still ex- 
ist by the hidden waterfall, which at one time 
was home to strange white bats. 

The valley blooms with more than 150 
species of plants. It is owned by the descen- 
dants of Don Eufrocifo Roxas, who purchased 
the property in 1918. 

A distinct feature of the resort are the tall 
amlang trees, some 200 years old, with trunks 
which taper down gracefully into a huge cone- 
shaped base. It would take quite a number of 
people to encircle the base. The history of the 
biggest amlang tree has merited a plaque, but 
the letterings are now too faded to read. 

Also noteworthy are the bridges and the 
comfortable cottages, known as deluxe ca- 
sitas, which blend with the natural surround- 
ings. Their floors are made of sturdy molave 
planks that are old and discarded railroad 


TRAVELBRIEFS 


Romblon resort offers 


discounts 

AGLICAY Beach Resort in Alcantara, Tablas Is- 

land, Romblon, is offering a 15-percent dis- 

count on its rates until March 15. 
Visit the website http://ge: 

ties.com/aglicaybeachresort, or call its Manila. 

office at 4535410, 9375064 or 0919-6346708. 


Alternative to Baguio 
JANE Jarabe, Tagaytay Picnic Grove's (TPG) 
new resident manager, aims to help make the 
resort city a true alternative to Baguio. 
‘Tagaytay is much closer to Manila, sparing 
Metro Manilans the hassle of a long drive. It 
boasts of а cool climate and a panoramic view 
ofthe Taal Lake and ts volcano. Jarabe hopes 
to make TPG cleaner and greener as a plenic 
grove should be with the planting of more trees. 
Call the Office of Tourism Information at 
5251805/5360495, talefax 5256538. 


Early Christmas treats 

LOCAL residents and balikbayan guests get ear- 
Iy Christmas treats. until Jan. 10 from Linden 
Suites. 

Room rates are P2,005 net for an Executive 
Room, P3,005 net for a One-Bedroom Exacu- 
tive, and P4,005 net fora Two-Bedraom Execu- 
tive. Guests also have a chance to win free. 
round-trip plane tickets for two and two nights" 
stay in Boracay. 

Receive Christmas goodies from Real Living 
Magazine, Universal Records, Nivea, Playtex 
Feminine Wipes, Little Tikes, Jellyace, Kobe 
Crunch, Chubs Baby Wipes, W.LT.C.H., K-Zone, 
Total Guri and MonsterAllergy. New Year's eve 
dinner features singer Christian Bautista. 


k 


Call 6387878 or visit www.lindensuites.com. 


Special treat for locals 
MANDARIN Oriental has special holiday pack- 
ages for local residens 

Single or double occupancy start at 
P3,200++ ina superior room; P3,400++ ina 
deluxe room; and, P3,600 in a premier room. 

Packages are inclusive of Oriental breakfast 
atTin Hau, welcome fruit tray, daily provision of 
local newspapers, two bottles о! mineral water 
per day, In-room coffee/iea-making facies, 
Complimentary use of the health club facilities 
(Gym, sauna, and pool), and complimentary lo- 
cal calls. Rates are valid until Jan. 5. 

For Mandarin Oriental Club rooms, rats start 
at P5.500++, inclusive of an executive break- 
fast, afternoon tea, evening cocktails, hors 
oeuvres, and all-day refreshments at the ex- 
clusive Club Lounge; complimentary use of a 
Club boardroom for two hours, unlimited dally 
access to SPEEDConnect broadband at a mini- 
mal rate lor Internet use, complimentary press- 
ing of one suldress par day, and dedicated 
concierge services 

їп keeping with the hotel's ‘White Christmas" 
theme, the hotel simulates a snowfall 7-10 
p.m., Dec. 24-25; and 12 nn-2 p.m., on Christ- 
mas Day at the hotel's entrance canopy and 
Paseo Uno windows with Santa Claus in atten- 
dance. 

“Snowfall” will be repeated 7-10 p. 
з. 

Christmas Eve and New Year's Day Holy 
Masses be celebrated 10 p.m., Dec. 24, in the 
ballroom, and 11 a.m., Jan. 1, at the Captain's 
Bar. Call 1-800-1888-4524 or 7508888 local 
2304. E-mail momnl-reservations@mohg.com 
or visit www.mandarinortentaLcom. 


Dec. 
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WARM pool by night at Hidden Valley 


ا 


tracks. 

The pools are what bring in the crowds, 
mostly South Korean and Filipino families, es- 
pecially during weekends. There's the Warm 
Pool, Soda Pool (lukewarm) and the so-called 
Lovers’ Pool (cold), which is actually the most 
plain of the watering holes, 

Tes the Warm Pool for me! The spring wa- 
ters here, which flow unceasingly down- 
stream, are really refreshing and invigorat- 
ing, despite the rainshowers and the cool 
weather these days. 

This is actually a series of pools, circular, 
oval and horizontal in shape, with mini-wa- 
terfalls amid a gorgeous landscape. You are 
surrounded by greens, ferns, trees, stone em- 
bankments, boulders and sculptural rocks, 
plants, flowers and giant leaves. The Soda 
Pool is another area popular with guests. 

‘And then, of course, there is the Hidden 
Falls, accessible only via a 15-minute hike 
through the foot trails of the forest, dotted by 
amlang trees. The tourists like to take their 
souvenir shots here. There's foliage all 
around, a cliff to your right and a shallow 
ravine to your left. 

Soon you will hear the onrushing waters of 
the falls. You descend some 80 steps, down in- 
to the gorge, turn right and—behold—there 
is the Hidden Falls in all its secluded majesty, 
back-dropped by the trees and the ancient, 
massive walls of stone. 

Swimming is forbidden here, for the'cur- 


d rent is swift and the waters, during a down- 
pour, have been known to rise suddenly. 


Its exhilarating to view the Hidden Falls 
again after several years. This is, afterall, the 
piece de resistance of Hidden Valley Springs. 


ers: 


more thorough 


ment control. 
e Organize 


Travel tips 


TRAVEL Club, the store 
for luggage and travel 
accessories, offers some 
helpful tips for travel- 


* Anticipate security proce- 
dures in all airports or ports-of- 
entry. More time is needed to 
complete security checks. This 
is especially so during peak 
travel seasons when queues are 
longer and inspections are 


Be in the airport well 
ahead of your scheduled 
Aight, Allot more time for air- 
port transfer and add a com- 
fortable lead time for security 
and baggage checks and docu- 


travel 
ments and travel essentials and 
carry them with you. With to- 
day's tighter security, they have 
to be presented at various 
stages of the trip. The chances 
of losing these increase. Orga- 
nize all important items like 
travel documents, credit cards, 
cash, cell phones, inside an 
easy to carry bag or traveling 
pouch, These are light and 
compact carry-ons with com- 
partments that can accommo- 
dare essential papers in an or- 
derly fashion. Bigger carry-ons 


have room for an extra set of 
light clothing and personal ef- 
fects as insurance in case your 
luggage gets lost in transit. 

e Know your destination. 
Learn the latest travel ad 
sories, security policies for visi- 
tors, health warnings, local 
laws and other pertinént infor- 
mation. Travel guides and web 

s provide helpful tips on in- 
formation of such nature. 

ө Invest on luggage that is 
both stylish and functional. 
Traveling in style is one of the 
fun aspects of traveling. But 
luggage also has to be func- 
tional and durable. The lug- 
gage should be able to help 
maintain а — well-packed 
wardrobe that is kept relative- 
ly wrinkle-free and easy to 
manage during inspections, It 
should be easy to handle and 
has great mobility during long. 
walks in the airport, keeping 
in shape despite numerous 
bumps and falis. 

The Travel Clubhas the right 
luggage for you. It has branch- 
es in almost all SM malls, 
Greenhills, Shangri-La Plaza, 
Ayala Center Makati, Alabang 
‘Town Center, Market! Market! 
Bonifacio Global City, Ayala 
Center Cebu and Robinsons 
Bacolod, 
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na magmamadali magsalita 


na mahuhuli sa balita 
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MENCHU Lopez, Baby Araneta-Fores, Araneta Group of Companies Executive Vice President Judy Araneta-Roxas, 
Ambassador Bienvenido Tantoco Sr., Jorge Araneta, Stella Marquez Araneta, and Bienvenido Tantoco Jr. 


out to regain 
old glory 


ARANETA Center in Quezon City 
tries to regain its status as a promi- 
nent shopping center with the 
opening of Gateway. 

Тоше as a mall like no other in the world, 
Araneta Center's flagship mall houses some of 

ds, shops, restaurants, and com- 
shments in the country. 

Jorge Araneta, president of the Araneta 
Group of Companies, welcomed guests and 
well-wishers, together with his wife Stella 
Marquez Araneta, Araneta vice-chair Judy 
Araneta-Roxas, and Baby Fores. 

Officiating at the blessing were Father Rey 
Usman, Suresh Jeba Malay, Allan Eronimus 
and Gilbert Ilagan. 

Gateway lessees who attended included 
Ambassador Bienvenido Tantoco, Rico and 
Donnie Tantoco, and Menchu Lopez of Rus- 
tan's.Fresh: Eddie, Tekeli of Mango; Daki 
Fonagier of Odyssey, with son Jay; Leilani 
Adriano of Vision Express; Marcie Bautista of 
Fornarina; Paul Santos of Picture City; Mar- 
cial Balgos of Sony Avid; Bing Paras of Adidas; 
Robert Trota of Max's, Senan Batur of Mod 
Milano; Mr. & Mrs. Benito Lim of Arrow; Gon- 
zalo Roque of Kamiseta; Marie Lou Rodriguez 
of Menage; Raymond Tan of DIY; Marissa Tec- 
son of Olympic Village; Paulo Tuason of Nike 
Park; and Br Paul Yntig of St. Paul's. 

‘The opening of Gateway Mall is part of an 
ongoing massive redevelopment plan for 
Araneta Center. The mall features world-class 
architecture, expansive parking spaces and 
Cineplex 10 with its ten state-of-the-art 
moviehouses equipped with advanced cine- 
ma technology, including one with La-Z-Boy 


LM Jose Sanchez, Danny Tangangco, Tem 
Banaria, John Castelo and Susan Resultan 


To further improve our. customer service, we've created 128 Service Centers. 
‘nationwide and only.1 number to call. Now that’s something to smile about. 


* 1-800-3-SAMSUNG for Digitel.subscribers * 
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JD RATE YOU CAN USE AND ABUSE | 


30€/min. IDD 


to over 200 couniries 


Have a merrier 
Christmas with 
what you save 
from your Sun 


j; IDD! 


| Economically, it's 


been a tough year, 


Í but we Filipinos 


never let hard times 
stop ourselves from 
enjoying Christmas. 
It simply means we 
need to be more 
creative and look 
for better value 
whenever we can. 
So, when it comes 
to IDD rates, it's 
best to compare. 
You'll be pleasantly 


, surprised to find that 


Sun Cellular's IDD 
rate is only 306 per 
minute to over 200 
countries. That's a 
big 2596 savings 
compared to other 
networks’ IDD rates. 


It’s the IDD rate you 
can use and abuse — 
it allows you to 
spend real quality 
talk time with your 
family and friends 
abroad. Tell your best 
friend all the 
highlights of the 
Season or even the 
year past. Let your 
kids reel off their 
long Christmas lists 
to Tita or even allow 
your Kuya to 
eavesdrop on the 
Noche Buena banter. 
It’s really up to you! 


Best of all, Sun's 30€ 
per minute IDD rate 


1 notonly means that 


you can take your 


i time wishing your 


loved ones a merry 
Christmas but also 
have enough money 
left to spare. 
Whenever you 
make an average- 
length call using 
Sun Cellular to your 
relatives and friends 
abroad, the P22 you 
save can readily be 
used to buy extra 
Christmas cards, 
ornaments and 
stocking treats. Or 
how about giving 
that money to 


$ charity? Your P22 can 


buy a toy in Divisoria 
to help bring cheer 
to an orphan or a 
notebook needed by 
an indigent student. 


Then, there is always 


| the extra pleasure 


of using the money 
left over after making 
all those IDD calls to 
buy the most special 


` person in your life 
| an unexpected 
! Christmas present. 
i So go out and 
i get something nice — 
| probably the latest 


mobile handset 


: powered by 
* Sun Cellular! 


So save more with 
the IDD service you 


ў can use and abuse. 


It’s Sun Cellular's 


3 way of wishing 


CELLULAR 


Everything Important is Under the Sun 


you a very merry 
Christmas. 
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MABALAY- 

3 N MAEKAWA 
Were accepting announcements of weddings and engagements. Please send the following type- i a Daisy May Mabal- 
written information: names of engaged couple, names of parents, date and place of wedding, У ay, daugher of 
gown designer and other related information. Readers can send sketches of gowns and pictures P Carmelita Mabalay- 
‘of the couple to the Inquirer office, or PO. Вох 2353 Makati Central Post Office 1263 Makati KA” i| Takada, will exchange 
City, or e-mail lifestyle @inquirercom.ph. This will be printed depending on space availability к us vows with Yasuhiro 
and at no cost to the sender: ү AM N ‘Maekawa, son of Sadako Maekawa, 
NE Dec. 30 at The Church of the 
(A Risen Lord, UP Diliman, QC. Re- 
N ception will follow at the Veranda 

of Celebrity Club. 

The bride will wear a low- 
back beaded sheath in lay- 
ered chiffon with gath- 
ered train skirt and 
long veil designed by 
Ernest E. Santos, 
who is also the over- 

all coordinator. 


NAKPIL- BUGAOISAN 
Carlo Anthony Nakpil, son of Ernesto 

and Generosa Nakpil, tied the knot with Dr. 
Rachel Bugaoisan, daughter of Restituto 
and Bella Bugaoisan, on Dec. 11 at Manila 
Cathedral. Reception followed at Ramon 
Magsaysay Center The bride wore a 
princess-cat off shoulder gown created by 
Emily Sy of ESY Creations. 


ORTEGA- 
BELTRAN 
Jay Ortega, son 
of Bernabe and 
Zenaida Ortega, 
exchanged — vows 
with Rochell Bel- 
tran, daughter of 
Catalino and Res- 
urreccion Beltran, 
on Dec. 11 at Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Parish Church, Baliuag, Bulacan. Reception 
followed ас TGI Pavillion in Baliuag. 

The bride wore a princess-cut gown with 
Swarovski crystals. The entourage wore two- 
tone yellow and peach dyed chiffon gowns, 
all designed by Emily Sy of ESY Creations So- 
lutions Events. Anna Rubite coordinated the 
wedding. Photo and video by Edward Unite 
of Phases and Faces. 


SIMBULAN 80TH BIRTHDAY 
Natividad Servando Simbulan, former 
mayor of Mamburao, Occidental Mindoro, 
will celebrate her 80th birthday today at the 
Harana Ballroom, Hyatt Regency Manila. She 
will wear a wine-red traditional baro or ki- 
mona with full sleeves and loose-fitting 
bodice by Danilo Franco. The spray of gold 
and silver leaves on the shoulder holds the 
draped alampay. A soft flow of the skirt drop- 
ping to the floor compliments the whole fluid lemon [сей Tea 


Paling "^I КА Vitamin C 


CENIZAL- E 
MATUGAS ^ 
Jasper James d ч : 

C. Cenizal, son of 

Jimmy ` Ner 

Ceniza and Ruth 

Сета Cenizal, 

will mary 

Jacqueline б. 

Matugas, daugh- 

ter of Kose 

Limosnero 

Matugas and Lu- 

cita Gallamoza 

Matugas, on Dec. The i . 
29 at Las ‘Terrazas Clubhouse, Diversion he soothing effect of tea 
Road, Davao City. Nicole “Tata” Soriano will 


See Чы often. wills Hants The refreshing taste of lemon. 


Debil will serenade the bride and groom. CN 
E in heavenly peace. 
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and Ms Renato. 


marry Myrrh M. R efreshed & (am 
Daniles, daughter 
of Mr. and Ms 
Melq 
Daniles, on 
28, at the Assump- 
tion Parish Churc 
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Character to be fill 
CYNTHIA 


Age rangi 

36 to 42 years old 

Profile: 

Powerful, perfectionist, and from a. 
prominent family best describe 
Cynthia. Her success is a combination 
of birthright and smart business 
acumen. A stickler for rules, Cynthia 
expects everyone working with and 
for her to abide by them. 
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LUIS and Ditas Alvarez in cowboy gear 


ARITERE (née 
Moraza) and Alber- 
to de Rotaeche gave 


a beautiful cocktail party fol- 
lowed by dinner at the bal 
room of the Cebu County 
Club so friends and relations 
can meet their newly married 
children. 

Emil Rotaeche met his bride, Melis- 
sa, in Chicago, and their wedding took 
place in New Jersey where they will 
make their home—in Cherry Hill, 
Audubon. 

The party could well have been a be- 
lated celebration for both Alberto and 
Maritere whose birthdays fal im 
November. They both belong to The 
Group whose recent birthday celebra- 
tors were Ralph Zuluaga at the terr 
ofthe Casino Español and Eddie Dakay 
who chose a great menu at the Beehive. 

For the birthday of Nita Cisneros 
Llamas, a Sunday picnic was organized 
by her loving daughters, Amparito and 
Anna Marie, accompanied, of course, 
by their dashing husbands, Michel 
Lhuillier and Johnny Dizon, respec- 
tively 

Setting was Michel and Amparito's 
realm-by-the-sea in Danao, an hours 
drive north of the city on the е: 
coast of Cebu island. The best gif 
Nita that day was the presence of her 
sister Letty Cisneros Sotelo. She has 
lived in California for 56 years and she 
found Cebu, Manila and their envi 
quite changed since 1948. 

“1 like what 1 see,” she said to her 
table mates at the picnic, including An- 
gelita Lhuillier, Michel's mom, a sharp 
and witty conversationalist. She was re- 
galing her friends on her latest achieve- 
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PICNIC at the beach. Miche! Lhuillier, Anna Mar 


Michael and Joanna Lhuillier with their son Matthew 


A beautiful introduction to newlyweds 


CEBU 
CEBU 


Jaime Picornell 


Mahjong as fundraiser 

Since the 1950s, the group of women 
gathers three afternoons a week at the 
Casino Espahol to play mahjong. They 
start at 2 p.m., have a leisurel 
da, and are home by 7 p.m. The stakes 
are low, but the tong is steep. 

‘There is good reason for that. Kept in 
the FOP coffers, the impressive sum col- 
lected at the end of the year is distribut- 
ed among the poor. Beneficiaries in- 
clude the leprosarium, surgeries for 
hare-lipped children, and projects for 
the mentally handicapped and others. 

Past president Cheding Chiongbian 
inducted Angelita and the rest of the of- 
ficers: vice president Viring Romoff, 
secretary Bernardita Valenzuela, trea- 
surer Caring Fernandez and auditor 
Petring Torres. 

In her inaugural speech Angelita, 
said she was proud that the FOP had 
grown so much in recent years that it 
now needed a bigger function room 
She asked everybody to stand and take 
an oath to live (and play) by the code of 
the organization. 


Wild 80th 
The birthday bash of the season was 
without doubt the Wild West party 
tossed by Luis and Merceditas Alvarez 
rate his turning 80! It was at the 


family-owned Costa Bella, one of the pi- 
oneer resorts on Mactan Island. 

Sitoy was in full cowboy gear, and so 

as, high boots and all. Sur- 

them were all their children: 

Merche and Gerry Castro, Marita and 

Raul Arambulo, Mariles and Marco 

Nable, Marisse and Francis Sy, Louie 
Jr. and Hazel Alvarez. 

À horde of grandchildren, close rela- 
tions and dear friends toasted the cele 
bracorand feasted on the excellent food 
Costa Bella is famous for. 

Next birthday in the family was that 
of Zelia Borromeo who celebrated at 
La Terraza of Montebello Villa Hotel 
How Zelia bleaches hearts of the ba- 
nana so they look like artichokes is 

a secret. They were the first to dis- 
appear on the buffet table. 
lia invited brothers Luis, Pablo 
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Dizon, Nita Llamas, Letty Sotelo, Amparito Lhuillier, 


Nata bea 


and Drigo from the Verbum Dei congre- 
gation. They certainly livened up the 
evening with their Christmas carols in 
Spanish and a quick, albeit zany, lesson 
on how to dance the flamenco. 

Hands on the hips, toss your chin, 
lift the right hand, pretend you are 
picking an apple from the tree, look at 
the apple, bite it, dash it to the floor, 
crush it with your feet. And that’s just 
one figure. 

The other two involve fending off 
mosquitoes and shaking off ants. Hilari- 
ous! 


Modern-day bard in Cebu 

Angelo Bard is 24 but has become an 
acclaimed violinist not just in his native 
Germany but all over the world. For his 
Cebu performance, he had the excellent 
Mary Anne Espina as collaborating pi- 
anist. The recital was 
presented by the Arts 
Council in partner- 
ship with Hong Kong 
and Shanghai Bank 
Corp, Innove, Cul 
tural ‘Center of the 
Philippines, Cebu 
Holdings Inc. and 
City Sports Club 
where the show was 
held. 

Haydn's Violin 
Concerto No. 1 
opened the program, 
followed by Bach's 
Partita for Solo Violin 
No. 2. 

The audience 
swooned when Moli- 
na's “Cavatina” and 
the popular Cebu bal 
lad “Matud Nila” by 
Wenceslao Zubiri 
were played. 

After an intermis- 
sion came a brilliant 
rendition of Ma 
Ravel's Sonata for 
olin and Piano. Mary 
Anne played solo the 
Danzas Argentinas 
by Albert Ginastera. 
Angelo joined her for 
the finale, Sarasare's 
Introduction and 
Tarantelle. 

HSBCs Debbie 
Marie Dy and Mia 
Zamora presented 
flowers to the artists. 
Angelo announced 
an encore, "1 Will Al- 
ways Remember 
You, dedicated to 
everyone, of course. 

Congratulated for 
the success of the 
event was Arts Coun- 
cil president Petite 
Garcia, Mayen Tan 
who was in charge of 
the presentation, and 
trustee Jaime Chua 
for the gigantic 
bromeliads аг 
adorned the stage. 
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secmed like a 
miracle when the 
weather improved. 

оп Dec. 3 for the First 
Communion of 315 ^ 
students of Hermenig- 
ildo Atienza Elemen- 


tarySchoolin Baseco. Darang — 


Typhoon Yoyong 
was threatening just the day before. 

With the good weather, the presider, 
Bishop Teodoro Bacani, told the chil- 
dren that Jesus truly loved them. The 
children themselves declared, “Mahal 
kami ni Jesus." 

The cventful First Communion de- 
lighted the members of the Cofradia de 
la Inmaculada Concepcion, sponsor of 
theevent since 1985. 

For one whole year, catechists of the 
San Agustin Parish headed by Ofelia 
Granados taught Grade 4-6 students at 
the Cathedral to prepare them to 
ceive Jesus for the first time. Rory Eiz- 
mendi, Cofradia president, wants to 
start catechism in Grade 1 in the future. 


Jesus loves adults, too 

Jesus has manifested His love for me 
in many ways. In 2000, I rushed to the 
clinic of Dr. Erwin Carabeo because of 
high blood pressure and edema. He 
found that an enlargement of the heart 
was causing edema, heavy coughing 
and difficulty in walking. 

He gave me five kinds of medicine. 
and prescribed a diet of no meat, no 
eggs and no coffee. After four months, I 
lost the edema and some pounds. Dr. 
Carabeo said { went to him just in time; 
itcould have been fatal. 


DEAR EMILY, 

1 got pregnant by a guy I hardly knew, 
but read so much about in newspaper 
columns. We met during the birthday party 
of a friend’s friend, which I was not even 
supposed to attend. But it was a weekend 
and I needed to get away from the pressure 
of work. 

After we were introduced we didn't talk 
to anybody anymore, We were very attract- 
ed to each other. He was good-looking and 
very talkative. And we drank too much! Af- 
ter the party, I vaguely remember agreeing 
to go to his place and the rest is history. 

When I called two months later to tell 
him I was pregnant, he laughed and said I 
must be crazy. We're both 35 and his non- 
chalance and heartlessness took me terri- 
bly by surprise. I never felt so cheap in my 
life 

T don't know what I was thinking when I 
went with this guy. I am nota loose woman. 
Ive only had one relationship in my entire 
life and that lasted for eight long years. 

My problem now is there's someone who 
really, really loves me. He has been court- 
ing me these last two years. I was taking 
my time because I didn't want to be hurt 
again. 

It's ironic that this "incident" happened 
when I was already falling for him, When I 
posed a “hypothetical” pregnancy to him, 
he said that would never be a problem. He 
said he would still love me and marry me. 

My pregnancy is still not obvious, but I 
decided early on not to have an abortion. I 
am so afraid and confused! 

STUPID WANNABE PARTY GIRL. 


You obviously got yourself a creep and a 
Jerk in that party! He turned out to be just a 
pretty boy who looked good from a distance. 
but one should never come in contact with. 

You are lucky to be living at this time when. 
single women can get pregnant without rais- 
ing anyone's eyebrow or blood pressure. 

But enough of the blame game. Marry this 
suitor who loves you only if you love him, too. 
No need to make him a scapegoat. It will be 
good for your baby to grow up with a "father" 
who will welcome it because he loves the 
‘mother without question. Though half of your 
baby’s genes come from that creep, it will turn 
our all right because there will be love around 
when itis born 

You may call yourself a stupid wannabe, 
but you certainly are in luck and a million 
times blessed to have someone love you dear- 
ly and without question. Men like that are the 
needle we've been dying to find in a haystack. 


Her marriage is a sham 
IVE been married 25 years and I have 
three kids. My husband owns his company. 
We live comfortably and, to our employees 
and friends, we are a very lucky couple. 
They think he is the epitome of a devoted 
husband, and1, the ideal wife. Unknown to 
many of them, my husband has two other 
families. He got his first querida eight 
years into our marriage. The second queri- 
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Jesus loves children—and adults, too 


Tessie Gonzales" 
story 
Т met Tessie Gonza- 
les at the launching of 
the book “Hospice 
Eq Stories” edited and 
“3 collated by Monina 
e i Allarey Mercado, at 
the Filipinas Heritage Library. Tessie 
was still on remission from radical mas- 
tectomy in 1986. 

‘She was given only six months to 
live. But her faith was strong. She con- 
tinued to pray for a miracle. 

“In 1994, when the Big C [re- 
curred]—this time in my bones--1 trav- 
eled to France with my loving husband 
to bathe in the miraculous waters of 
Lourdes. Yes, there was a miracle... and 
the deepest personal encounter with 
the Blessed Mother," she said. 

“In 1997, 1 was found unconscious in 
‘our bathroom with a bloated stomach 
and a blood pressure of 200/120. I 
woke up at the Manila Doctor's Hospital 
with a bleeding ulcer and was in critical 
care for 10 days... I stormed the heav- 
епз for yet another miracle and, with 
God's providence, I made the trip [to at- 
tend our daughters graduation in New 
Jersey} on a wheelchair and came 
back... without it." 

"Today, she is a volunteer at the hos- 
pice in Los Baños, Laguna. 


The sick and dying 

‘The Madre de Amor Hospice Founda- 
tion has 33 volunteers. They assure the 
terminally ill or those with incurable ill- 
nesses that Jesus loves them. 


HOSPICE president Monina Mercado 
and Dr. Rhodora Ocampo 


Monina Mercado, board president, 
says they see to it that the dying receive 
the Last Sacraments. Dr. Rhodora 
Ocampo takes care of the hospice with 
the help of nurse Evangeline Labitori 

‘The hospice began in 1994 on the 
tiative of Carol Gonzales vda. de Guer- 
rero (who is now chair) with the help of 
friends Ning Basa, Marcia Sandoval and 
the late Tony Mercado. 

The hospice brings healing when 
cure is no longer possible. Call 049- 
5360644. To buy the book, text 0917- 
8138731. 


Parish needs help 

Fr. Romeo Murillo, parish priest of 
the Holy Name of Jesus in Capoocan, 
Leyte, needs help for the renovation of 
the church. Call him at 053-3316064 or 
write to him at Pio C. Melgar St, 
Capoocan, Leyte 6530. Thank you for 
your kindness. 


Fiesta 
Lorna Gonzales and the volunteers 
for the fiesta of the Sto. Niño de Provi- 


Idol has feet of clay 


Emily A. 
Marcelo 


about it to my swinging friends. 

We have dinners during the week 
and we're together on weekends 
while my husband plays “golf.” 

Why don't 1 feel guilty at all? The 
only concession to guilt is 1 haven't 
received communion all this time. I 
think God will punish me and I will 
go straight to hell when I die. 

CHANGED WIFE 


Тата really the wrong person to ask 
about hell. But that doesn’t mean 1 


‘the fourth 
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PBA Stars & Celebrities 


will not enjoy giving an opinion. 

FYI, you cannot feign guilt—just as 
you cannot feign pregnancy. Its ci- 
ther you are or you aren't. Guilt is that 
little voice in your head that tells you 
something's not right. Guilt throws 
you in a tailspin or blows up a simple 
word into a myriad meanings in your 
mind. You may hide it from others but 
never from yourself. It sticks to you 
like suntan lotion and hounds you 
even in your sleep. 

‘After long years of being a martyr” 
to your husband's infidelities, your 
spirits survival mechanism kicked in 
and opened a window that made you 
come up for air and live again. You 
discovered love! 

What counts is that you really 
found love the old-fashioned 
way—by really falling in love—and 


KG 


dencia are already preparing for the 
event on Jan. 27. The devotion turns 13 
оп that date. It was in 1992 that the 
miraculous image began to spill oil 
from His body in the living room of the 
late Corazon Gonzales, Lorna's mother. 

Lorna is short of funds to feed atleast 
10,000 people who come all the way 
from the provinces. As early as 7 a.m. 
оп that day, people already gather on 
Pijuan Street in BF Resort Village for the 
prayers and anointing of the sick by a 
priest. 

The Concelebrated Mass is held at 3 
p.m. at the parish church. Those who 
wish to help can text 0918-9181077. 

St. Expeditus statues are ideal as 
gifts. Call 7253257. 


Preparing for Christmas 

Fr. Alex Ramos of Ermita Church told 
the people at his 5 p.m. Mass last Sun- 
day that, to receive Jesus on Christmas 
Day, they have to reform (give up the 
sinful life), fepent (go to Confession 
and sin no more), rejoice because 
Christ is coming and, finally, receive 
Him as their Savior. 

As Christmas Day nears, we should 
constantly pray “Maranatha--Come 
Lord Jesus" and reform our lives. Then, 
it will be truly a happy Christmas. 

It is a happy Christmas for me. My 
column turned 17 years old yesterday. 
Thanks to you, readers, this column has. 
helped churches, poor seminarians and 
poor students. 

Most of all, devotions to all the 
saints, especially Mama Mary have 
spread. ‘God bless you all with good 
health. Merry Christmas! 


have not taken the "what's good for 
the goose is good for the gander" 
route. 

Anything done sincerely, honestly, 
truthfully and not for spite or vindic- 
tiveness will be absolved by that all- 
knowing Force in the universe. You 
shouldn't talk about God as if He has 
a pea brain. Only the know-it-all, 
holier-than-thou, —goody-two-shoes, 
pea-brained human beings have the 
audacity to threaten damnation. 
Whatever you do is berween you and 
your creator. Amen. 


E-mail the author at emarceloQin- 
quirercom.ph, subject: Lifestyle: or 
send your letters to IquieeR. Listen to 
Ms Marcelo co-host the program “Ka- 
likasan Vigilante,” 7:15-8:30 p.m., 
Monday-Friday, dwBR 104.3 FM. 


23-29 December 2004 


10 AM to 12 Midnight" 
Xx World Trade Center Metro Manila 


* Except: Dec. 24: 10 AM - 10 PM 


* The SEVEN WONDERS OF THE WORLD 
+ SANTA CLAUS from FINLAND * PLAYLAND 


Dec 25: 12 NN - 12 MN 


PIPO 

Occupation: 

Head of Security 

Age range: 

38 to 45 years old 

Profile: 

Pipo is a loving father and a righteous 
man who showed much potential in 
his younger years. May not be too 
showy when it comes to his own 
affections but is easily affected by the 
things that go on around him. Quiet 
and reserved, Pipo embodies the 
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da came five years after that. 

I've tried to accept his philandering all 
these years just to keep my own family in- 
tact. My eldest daughter knows but not the 
younger kids. Iam not even 50 and already 
Tfeel like a dried prune. maa З 

My husband and I haven't had sex for al- Ko [Ee PES MED канч 
most a decade. A year ago, I, too, had my Pa -eom ер Ра 
own share of "fun," as friends of mine call 
their affairs, He was a car salesman, 
younger than me and single. It was 
Serendipity. 

Tam happy, I am in love and I don't feel 
guilty, Nobody knows about it—nobody— 
not my best friend. I do not even boast 


SMART Kid treats you to the coolest show this season! 


ej 


ie @ the 
SM ice Skating Rink 


‘Dec. 25 & 26, 2004 
SM Megamall & SM Southmall 


SMART Kid brings wholesome entertainment for the whole family. 

This Christmas, have fun and chill out with all these super-cool activities from SMART Kid! 

+ Dress up in your prettiest princess costume and get a chance to win your favorite toys in BE A PRINCESS 
FOR A DAY. 

* Come in your best holiday costume and do the catwalk in the KIDS FASHION PARADE for great 
treats and prizes. 

* Win in the ICE CUBE MELT game. 

* Get tattoed with GLITZ ON ICE. 

* Learn the basics of ice skating in the SMART Kid SKATE CAMP with your favorite Smart Kid mascots. 

* Discover the secrets of professional balloon art in the BALLON SCULPTURE SHOW. 

+ Learn easy-to-do amazing tricks in the MAGIC FOR LITTLE FAIRIES show. 

+ Enjoy the THE BLUE DRESS ice show presentation (Dec. 25, SM Megamall; Dec. 26, SM Southmall) 


Ter с=т HART к poupe In spica reed kera Del - 14, 2004 ud segue сотой get for (4) ed eee ucha or ne 
| ке cry SMART Кы Prep phone pare ge de (3) iehnd-c s ech fer re 
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FAVORITE MOVIES 


'Sidewa nag 
2bylimo 
1by ко 


ASSOCIATED Press’ David Germain and 
Christy Lemire pick their favorite films of 
2004: 

The top 10, according to movie writer Ger- 
main: 

1) "The Saddest Music in the World." 
Filmmaker Guy Maddin spins a blissfully 


Character to be fille 

BARTON 

Occupation: 

Brand Manager 

Age range: 

28 t0 32 years old 

Profile: 

Barton is the life of the party. 
Good-looking and good natured, he is 
а bom socializer who knows anybody 
and everybody. И Ms. Congeniality had 
a male counterpart, he'd be it. Often 
seen in all the happenin’ events, usually 
with a group of friends gathering around 
to listen to him. Generous and sporty, 
Barton is also into cars and racing. 


twisted tale of a legless Depression-era beer 

baroness (Isabella Rossellini) who stages а 

contest to find the worlds gloomiest tunes, 

and a can-do American (Mark McKinney) de- = 

termined to win the prize for the Yanks. The al 

distorted black-and-white images and de Ya 

mented music perfectly complement Mad- Flying Daggers.” 

din's absurdist tone. ybi 
2) "A Very Long Engagement." "Amelie" in mabagabag 

the trenches. Audrey Tautou and director In n d 

Jean-Pierre Jeunet reunite for this charmer i, ерү 

that combines the whimsy and dash-along ye, vest of Sele 

pace of their romance, "Amelie," with heavy leways" with the 

Grama and biting commentary on ће folly of director (standing) 

war. Tautou is bewitching as a woman driven 

by indefatigable faith that her lover survived 

the battlefields of 

World War 1, all evi- 

dence to the contrary: = 
3) “Million Dollar TS = one a =r т Emang] 

Baby" Hilary Swank "Tis the season to see your Disney favorites at Araneta Center! 

deserves a second 

Academy Award as 


an explosively daunt- E 
less boxer who Q @ а ea (4) 
knows in her bones 


when to pounce— 


iling ende with Real Princesses Belle & Cinderella 


Glin адва fo Ali Mall Dec..P7-3pitis Abivity-Avea + Farmers Plaza Dec. 18; 3pm, Activity rea- 


ty 
lows "Mystic River” Gateway Mall Dec. 19, 3pm, Activity Area 


with another terrific 
morality play. He, co- : : 
star Morgan Freeman ч all Princesses! 


and Swank merit se- = _ Join the two Disney Princesses in a magical afternoon of games and more surprises. „ 
rious Oscar consider- Plus, come in your best Princess Costume and get a chance to win FREE tickets to the Disney On lee show! 


ation. 
G. 


4) “Sideways.” 
Speaking of Oscar, p Ң, 
Paul Giamatti is à yaar 
modern Ernest Borg- — 
nine, a character 
player who has bro- 
ken into romantic 
leads. If Borgnine can 
win an Oscar for 
"Marty" why not Gia- 
matti as an endearing 
loser with a fresh 
chance at love in 
Alexander Payne's 
sparkling road-trip 
comedy? Thomas 
Haden Church, Vir- 
ginia Madsen and 
Sandra Oh zestfully 
complete Payne's 
near-perfect quartet. 
5) “House of Fly- 
ing Daggers.” What 
a year for director 
Zhang Yimou (see 
No. 6). His martial- 
arts epic is the year's 
most gorgeous film, 


awash in color and i 
Lp ; ЭР] N E 
packed with daz- 
zlingly choreo- 3 
graphed dance and GEASS VES 
fight sequences, 
Zhang Ziyi combines 
ferocious spirit and a 
tenderly tragic heart 
asa rebel caught in a 
love triangle with 
two allies (Takeshi 
Kaneshiro and Andy 
Lau) turned rivals, 
6) "Hero."The be- 
lated 2004 US re- 
lease of Zhang Yi- 
mous first martial- 
arts saga served as a 
glorious appetizer for 
"House of Flying 
Daggers.” The 2002 
adventure stars Jet 
Li, Tony Leung, Mag- 
gie Cheung, Zhang US F Р 
Ziyi and Donnie Yen f EH ў = 
in а crafily con- 


structed assassina. | Dec. 25, 2004 to Jan. 3, 2005 | Araneta Сосо 


Чоп tale that un- 
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THE WORLD'S DEADLIEST SUPERHERO IS BACK ! 


From MARVEL, the creators of SPIDERMAN 
comes BLADE TRINITY. е final chantar 


|_sm-city fairview. 
"оеша, 

Tam 

3 onom 

4 коштош 

T nina 


-sm megamall 
an PS, 
m] 

[Ls DN ensue 2 

чаони 

ЕС 
Benross 
x emor 

mm 
aue 
= cos 
d 
m. 


nor 
7 CENTERFORFOPLUSE PAS. 
БЕЯ 

з монш 

п итатезәви. 

за Эмка FESS 


вш сйу manila. 
ver 
2 wenn xau 
ruanos 
T 


|. 5 возна 


d 
3, имти 

3 ендо. 
туы. 

7» sex Succ ne Si 
Someone omcon 
ETT 


sm city southmall| 


1. мом, 


amcitysta, mesa 


n 4 
2 oer 

з nano asang 
Hara 

„к. usso, s, Nox. 
т mosa, 2. neu, 
PN к AUD 


ABO. з. soru. 


эт supercenter sucat 


srh cinema tutuban 


nn PENA 


a „Lo HO aA жоготкон 
Ке 


anoo езт. 


3 meme 2 
sexapsueurareme || 4 


t 


Movies are subject o change without prior notice For complete movie schedule, visit mmcsmciena com 


3 
DIAL 833-3939 FOR INFORMATION AND. 
MOVIE LISTINGS, MTRCB RATINGS AND 
SCREENING SCHEDULES, 


[as 
VISIT US AT www smcinama.com. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE 
LATEST HAPPENINGS AT 
SM CINEMA. 
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GMA: Network Inc. 
announced the desig- 
mation of two net- 
work officials to lead 
GMA International in 
line with prepara- 
tions for its interna- 
tional venture. 

Joseph Jerome 
Francia was appoint- 
ed head of Opera- 
tions and concurrent 
OIC of GMA Interna- 
tional, while Juliet de 
Jos Reyes was named 
head of Sales and 
Marketing of GMA 
international. 

Both appoint- 
ments took effect 
Dec. 15. 
= Francia has been a 
consultant for GMA 
Network since March 
2003, when GMA en- 
gaged Beanstalk Me- 
dia, a management 
consulting company 
which he co-found- 
ed; for the GMA In- 
ternational project. 
He was a junior exe 

шке for a broadcast- 
"ing corporation anda 
project manager for 
new markets of a 
global business-to- 
business e-commerce 
player where he su- 
pervised start-up op- 
erations with partner 
companies in North 
~America, the Middle 

ziEast and Southeast. 
Asia. 

De los Reyes was 
previously the fead 
of New Business: De- 
velopment. She has 
been with GMA for 
two and a half years. 
As Sales and Market- 
ing head of GMA lı 
ternational, she 'will 
spearhead research 
1o gain more under- 
standing of overseas 
Filipinos, particular- 
lyinthe US. 

She said negotia- 
tions and prepara- 
tions are under way 
for GMA Network to 

„launch itsa.interna- 
Нова! channel in the 
US by January 2005. 


Festival 
awards 
lantern tilt 
winners 


FESTIVAL Supermall, 
Muntinlupa City's pre 
mier entertainment 
and shopping place, 
awards the winners of 
„the Inter-school Christ- 

“mas Lantem Competi- 
tion on Tuesday Dec. 
21, on the fourth level 
of the Expo Trade and 
Music Hallat1 pm. 

The awarding is 
pat of the Su- 
permall's celebration 
of 12 Weeks of 
Christmas. The con: 
test is a joint project. 
of Festival Supermall 
and Earth-savers and 
is also a project of 
Muntinlupa Rep. 
Ruffy Biazon and 
Vice Mayor Aldrin 
San Pedro. Special 
awarding guest is 
Sen. Pia Cayetano. 

Al entries are 
made of recycled pa- 
per and similar ma- 
terials. Prizes are 
P10,000 for first 
place, P7,000 for 
second place and 
P5,000 for third 
place. 

Festival Su- 
permalls 12 Weeks 
of Christmas contin- 
Wes with concerts 
and contests. 

Festival Supermall 
is the shopping, din- 
ing and entertain- 
ment complex of the 
south, with more 
than 600 stores, 
restaurants, special- 
ty and service shops. 
“Call 850-3514 or 
visit wwwfestivalsu- 
permallcom. Май 
hours are from 10 
am? pam. 
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ines launches 
its promising singing talents in a concert. 
tomorrow, Dec. 20, at 7 p.m. at the Music 
Museum in Greenhills, San Juan. Titled "After 

the concert features (left to right): Ria 

ıs, Pia Tapia, Frank Peredo, Adele Yuboco, 
Dice Martinez Jr, Hannah Nolledo and Lady 
Macaspac. The showis directed and hosted 
by Butch Albarracin. 


Quezon City music. 
school enrollment on 


THE PHILIPPINE Music Training School 
(PMTS) offers lessons in voice development, 
voice dynamic and stage performance. Enroll- 
mentis from Dec. 20 to Jan. 1. 

The school is at 117-A S. Macaya St, 
Barangay Pasong Tamo, Tandang Sora, Que- 
zon City. Call Analyn Estinofo, 4540078. 
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ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 
CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5599 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 
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1 ALEXANDER * THX 
1030 зо 630 1000 


6 NATIONAL TREASURE 
1100 145 430 7:15 1000 


runi 


7 SHREK 2 
1100 110 320 &3D 740 950 


2 HAROLD AND KUMAR 
1:10 120 330 540 750 1000 


8HONEY 
1110 120 330 540.750 1000 


3NED KELLY 
1240 300 520 740 1020 


4 BRIDGET JONES 2 
1230 240 5:10 740 1000 


9 BAD SANTA ү 
11245 140 345 550 755 1000 


"The school offers 30 sessions and a 35-per- 
cent discount on tuition, as well as a high 
standard of teaching, high-tech sound sys- 
tem, fully air-conditioned room, 
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SHREK 
BACK! 


P, Join Shrek, Princess Fiona and their 1 
friends on their magical journey to 
Far Far Away...againt 
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Regular Tioket Prices 
Cinema 1104 - P180 


9 Shangri-La Plaza 


sare -P295 
includes unlimited popcorn and beverage) 


Enjoy our Screen Specials 
Pay 20% less on Matinee Shows except on 
selected blockbuster movies 
From Monday to Friday : Matinee Shows before 4 p.m. 
For more detail, please seo fm listing at the Shang Cineplex ticket Boothe 
real 633 222] or 892-7051 local 171 
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Dec. 25 DISNEYONICE ipm43)pnlipn. 
Dec, 26 DISNEY ON ICE 2pm/6pm 
Dec, 27 DISNEY ON ICE 2pm/épm 
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Dec. 29 DISNEYONICE 2pm/épm 
Dec. 30 DISNEY ON ICE 2pm/épm | 


EXPERIENCE MOVIE-GOING LIKE NO OTHER 


GS nA 


LEVEL 4, GATEWAY MALL 


2B 


PA 
Paisa 


at making | 
You can N 
who's In Bi 


eip us decide 
S who's oùt. 


Character to be filled: 
VIVIENNE — 
оп: _ 


We 
Age range: 
281082 years old 


Vivienne is very: image conscious and 
organized. These plus her attention 5 
detail have he Sha "erc 


Alwi N ARES 
efficient, Vivienne Is physically perfect 
ingyen) how to 


oR 
www charac 


| Brando's back as Corleone—in video game 


LOS ANGELES—The late Hollywood 
legend Marlon Brando will reprise his 
Oscar-winning role as Don Vito Cor- 
leone in "The Godfather"—in a new 
video game that will be released more 
than a year after his death. 
The Hollywood Reporter enter- 

tainment industry publica- 

tion said Brando's likeness 


digital game based on the ex- 
ploits of the legendary mafia 
family. 
The new video game is to 
be released in the last quarter of 2005. 
The game developed by Electronic 


‘Sideways,’ 2 by Yimou, 1 by Eastwood 


7) "The Motorcycle Diaries." The 
seeds of the humanist revolutionary are 
planted in Walter Salles ("Central Sta- 
tion") wry, raucous tale of a road trip 
through South America by young 
Ernesto Guevara and a mischievous 
buddy. The future “El Che” is passion- 
ately played by Gael Garcia Bernal, 
while Rodrigo de la Serna makes for the 
sort of comically intrepid sidekick we all 
should be blessed with as traveling 
‘companion, 

8) "The Village.” Listen up, all you 
backbiters who say M. Night Shyamalan 
has run out of tricks. This commentary 
оп modern times was not about scares 
or surprises. Cloaked in puritan garb, 
the film offers a great morality debate 
about our contemporary culture of fear 
and one community's radical solution to 
escape a hostile world. Bryce Dallas 
Howard is superb asa blind girl battling 
her darkest terrors for love. 

9) "Super Size Me." Morgan Spur- 
lock chows down in the name of the 
greater good health. His documentary 
chronicling his month-long all-MeDon- 
ald's diet is uproariously funny and 
more than a little frightening as his 
body and spirit deteriorate. By going to 
extremes, Spurlock becomes a pudgy, 
slothful poster boy for a nation of 
overeaters. 

10) “Spanglish.” Writer-director 
James L. Brooks presents а sharp, full- 
blooded story centering on a contest of 
wills between the fiercest of adversaries 
—two moms with vastly discordant 
world views. The comic drama about a 
Mexican housekeeper at odds with her 
American employers features tremen- 
dous performances from Tea Leoni, Paz 
Vega and Cloris Leachman—and a sur- 
prisingly subtle turn from Adam Sand- 
ler. 

"The top 10, according to AP movie 
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Arts (EA) will be based on 
both the 1972 movie di- 
rected by Francis Ford 
Coppola in which Brando 
starred, and the original 
novel written by Mario 
Puzo, the Reporter 
said. 
The video 
game company | 
acquired the 
rights to use 
Brando's image 
before his death 
of lung failure on July 1 and is work- 
ing with Paramount Pictures on devel- 


E. 


oping the product. 

While few details about 
the game have been re- 
leased, “The Godfather” 
will allow adult players to 
take on roles alongside 
Brando as members of the 
Corleone crime family. 

As video games become 
increasingly sophisticat- 
ed, companies including 
EA have bought licenses to 
major motion pictures in 
order to turn them into 
digital entertainment. 

EA struck a similar deal with Warn- 


JEAN-PIERRE Jeunet's “A Very Long Engagement” 


critic Christy Lemire: 

1) “Sideways.” Nothing near-perfect 
about it. This is by far the year's best 
film. And its the second year in a row 
that Paul Giamate stars in the top film 
(following “American Splendor”), prov- 
ing that beneath his character-actor 
looks lie the talent and versatility of a 
leading man. Disarmingly written and 
beautifully cast, with equal amounts 
humor and hedit, Aletinder Payt 
middle-aged, coming-of-age film res- 
onates long after the lights go up. 

2.) "Team America: World Police.” 
It works on every level: as sidesplitting 
comedy, sharp political satire, obser- 
vant parody of bombastic action flicks, 
even asa musical, with meticulously de- 
tailed sets and costumes. And did we 
mention that the stars are puppets? The 
“South Park" guys are at it again, and 
just when you thought they had suff 
ciently shocked you, theyve come up 


3) “A Very Long Engagement.” A 
gorgeous film all around. Jean-Pierre 
Jeunet directs his “Amelie” star, Audrey 
in az movie that seamlessly com- 
k’humor and heart- 
Tie World War 1 bat: 
tle scenes are huge and viscerally evoca- 
tive, yet even the smallest roles have 
been cast with obvious care. And 
Tautou is simply radiant, as always. s 
jit Н IHHHAtE ut the same timed 
hard balance to strike. 

4) "Garden State.” A surprisingly as- 
sured debut from Zach Braff of the sit- 
com "Scrubs," who directs, writes and 
stars as 4 disconnected, semi-successful 
‘TV axi Wid retiirns home to New Jer- 
Sey for his mother's funeral. He runs in- 
to old friends (Peter Sarsgaard, always 
excellent), makes new ones (an effer- 
vescent Natalie Portman) and finds out 
who he really is. A film of warmth and 
‘wit, sübtlety and sweetness. 


marionette 5) "Metallica:-Some Kind of Mone 


‘superheroes that will 
so hard, youl 
Tiest movie — 
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you laugh-—-ster." You don't haye to be a fan of the 
Ensiythe year's fun- Smetal band to njoy this documenting 


(though. there are plenty of recording 
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er Bros. for games based on the "Harry 
Potter" movies. 

And "The Godfather" marks the sec- 
ond major crime drama to find its way 
into the hands of game creators. 

Vivendi Universal Games is devel- 
oping a game based on Brian de Pal- 
ma's 1983 movie, "Scarface," which 
starred Al Pacino. 

With Pacino's "Scarface" character 
due to launch in North America at the 
same time as Brando's "The Godía- 
ther” drug lord Tony Montana (of 
Scarface") will potentially be pitted 
against Don Corleone in a market 
share turf war. ‘AFP 


From page | 


sessions to watch if you are). Through 
the group's brutally honest therapy ses- 
sions, filmmakers Joe Berlinger and 
Bruce Sinofsky tell a story of loyalty, 
communication, redemption and the 
challenges that come with continuing a 
career in your 40s. The film is non judg- 
mental and often insightful. 

6) “The Motorcycle Diaries.” The 
rare biopic that avoids the trap of be- 
coming a greatest-hits collection of a fa- 
mous person's life. Walter Salles focuses 
on the road trip Ernesto Guevara took 
with his best friend before becoming 
the, revolutionary icon “El Che.” The 
film morphs mesmerizingly from wacky 
buddy. flick into a tale of politics and 
personal awakening, much of it shot 
With the hand-held, gritty immediacy of 
a documentary. Gael Garcia Bernal and 
Rodrigo de la Serna have the chemistry 
of guys who've been friends forever. 

7) “The Door in the Floor.” The first 
third of John Irving's "A Widow for One 
Year” provides the basis for a film that 
couldn't be more complete, with rich, 
complex characters, darkly comic mo- 
ments and a palpable feeling of melan- 
споју. Jeff Bridges is magnetic as a 
breezy, unpredictable cad of an author 
Who offers his writing assistant (Jon 
Foster) to help his wife (a haunting Kim 
Basinger) get over the deaths of their 
sons during a summer in the Hamp- 
Wi С 

8) “Maria Full. race.” Catalina 
Sandino Moreno-shows effortless beau- 
ty boundless confidence—and yes, 
grace—as a headstrong 17-year-old 
Colombian who becomes a drug mule 
to create a better ife for herself and the 
baby she only recently realized she's 
carrying. That we feel sympathy for a 
young, pregnant woman who's bringing 
drugs into the United States with no re- 
morse is a credit to ће actress, but espe- 

cially to writer-direc- 
tor Joshua Marston 
for creating such a 
complex character in 
his bold, solid first 
feature. 

5) "Before Sun- 
set.” A lovely, beguil- 
ing little film, the se- 
quel to 1995's “Be- 
fore Sunrise" is an 
unusual example ofa 
followup. that 
doesn't seem forced, 
burexpands easily on 
the original, Ethan 
Hawke and Julie 
Delpy rexeam with 
director Richard Lin- 
Mater with whom 
they wrote the 
screenplay, and re- 
veal that their char- 
acters never recon- 
nected in Vienna as 
they'd promised. But 
they end up spending 
a couple hours to 
gether wandering 
around Paris, where 
their banter is just as 
паша! and” their 
chemistry is just as 
alive. 

10) "Shaun of the 
Dead." 1 love a good 
zombie movie. And 
this is the unusual 
horror. movie thats 
funny, intelligent and 
horrific, and seam- 
lessly so. The undead 
invade suburban 
London, and a pack 
ofslackers (led by the 
pasty Simon Pegg, 
the film's star and co- 
writer) hole up at ihe. 
loca! pub before 
fighting them off in 
С makeshift fashion 

2 and with sty humor. 
ba By that point, you 

actually care whether 
they live or die, 
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grance. Since its birth буе 


years ago, it has conquered TADORE 


J 'ADORE is Dior's premiere fra- 
the by Christian Dior 


the world, becoming 
quintessence of luxury and femi- 
ninity in women's fragrances. 

Charlize Theron embodies the Jadore 
woman: classic, elegant, fascinating. The ac- 
tress is the star of the new advertising cam- 
paign for the celebrated fragrance. 

Theron said yes to the offer because she has 
always admired the personality and work of 
John Galliano, Diors creative genius. At the 
last Golden Globes (where she accepted the 
Best Actress award for her role in "Monster") 
and also at the Cannes Film Festival, she stole 
the show in a gown created specially for her 
by the designer. 

She also said yes because she loved Jadore, 
which she was wearing even before she was 
contacted for the new campaign. 

Galliano himself chose the ad director, Nick 
Knight, and oversaw every last detail of the 
shoot. 

Under his watchful eye, Theron was filmed 
and photographed in Los Angeles, true to the 
grand tradition of Hollywood glamour. 

For the shoot, Galliano had the idea of 
swathing Charlize Theron in a silk-satin sheet 
of imperial gold, representing the luxury and 
sensuality of the fragrance. It took a dozen or 
so attempts before the brilliant designer was 
satisfied that he had the perfect shade of 
gold. 

The sequence instantly recalls the Holly- 
wood films of the 1950s, yet the treatment is 
unmistakably modem. The image plays on 
the contrast of light and shade to emphasize 
the radiant beauty of Theron's face and the in- 
tensity of her acting. She gets her iconic close- 
up when she speaks the word “J'adore.” 

А golden fragrance has found its classic 
embodiment. 


nMn a E 
LEADING names such as Chanel and Estée Lauder are found at Rustan's newest department store at the Gateway MONT Blanc, a leading name in writing instruments and leather goods for men, recently 
Mall. opened its doors at Rustan's Gateway Mall. 


Luxury store opens in Cubao 


RUSTAN'S opens its eighth store The store's fine jewelry sec- рите е а" 
at the Gateway Mall, Araneta tion features unique jewelry and F К 
Center. timepieces, and the Mont Blane H 
The new luxury department boutique offers a range of high- = А 
store, which serves as the mall's quality pens and leather goods. 
anchor, has the cosmetics and The Rustan's Gateway Mall 
fine jewelry sections as well as a hopes to serve the needs of dis 
Mont Blane boutique atthe first criminating families in northern 
level. Metro Manila with luxury goods 
The cosmetics section offers from all over the world. The store 
the widest range of luxury beauty. will also open its fashion sections 
brands like Chanel, Clarins and for men, ladies, young adults and 
Estee Lauder Essenses also car. children, featuring the best inter- 
ries niche brands such as Murad, national labels, as well as a home 
Dermalogica, Laura Mercier, section offering a wide array of 
Woods of Windsor and Phyto. furnishings and products. 


таңы 
conos, 


RUSTAN'S Gateway’s | 

з fine jewelry selection 
features unique pieces 3 

i Ê “and well-known names”, 
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FIONA Lucas 


Making a 
in the 


MAC, one of the most popular cos- 
metic brands in the world, has 
opened a new 570-sq m outlet at 
Rustan's Shangri-La Mall. 

The new store was launched via a show at 
the Shangri-La Mall's atrium. Ballet dancers 
showcased the artistry of MAC's makeup 
artists by wearing hand-painted tutus ren- 

£ dered by MAC's Malaysian artists. Models pa- 
raded the newest MAC look dubbed “Tempt 
Me, Tease Me” as executed by MAC's Manila 
Team. 

The highlight of the evening was the pre- 
sentation of a check of P300,000 to the Reach 
Out Foundation. Joel Tantoco, vice president 
of Rustan's, and Valerie Foong of MAC 
Malaysia, handed over the check to Jomar 
Flanas, who represented the Reach Out Foun- 
dation. 

The sum represents all sales of MAC's Viva 
Glam lipsticks in Manila, which had been 
pledged to AIDS charities. 5 

MAC has over 1,000 products used for pro- 
fessional makeup application and for person- 
al use. MAC's first store in the Philippin 
located at Rustan's flagship store in Ayala 
Center, Makati 


DURING the launch of ts Shangri-La boutique, MAC presented a check for P300,000 through Valerie FoongofMAC ^— DETAILof MAC's makeup artistry 
Malaysia (left) and Joel Tantoco, Rustan's vice president, to Jomar Fleras of Reach Out Foundation. 
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indpainted MAC skirt AMODEL parades the newest MAC look dubbed “Tempt Me, Tease 
Hanoom painting a ballerina's skirt. Me.” 


C 


SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 19,2004 


TRUE Star. 
by Tommy 


TOMMY Hilfiger Toiletries has 
launched a new women's fragrance 
collection inspired by global super- 
star Beyoncé, called True Star. 

"The collection captures the essence of the. 
American superstar and her gleaming confi- 
dence and radiance. 

"Tommy' new captivating fragrance cele- 
brates all the dazzle, mystery and passion ofa. 
shining star. With her chart-topping talent, 
on-stage electricity and stellar beauty, Bey- 
oncé embodies the qualities of which so many 
of our female consumers aspire to. True Star 
is for every woman who wants to feel spectac- 
ular,” says Fabrice Weber, president, Aramis 
and Designer Fragrances. 

Comfort and sensuality are at the essence 
of the True Star collection. The Eau de Par- 
fum, body lotion, shower gel, fragrance satin 
shimmer and deodorant spray contain a 
blend of ingredients inspired by the appeal of 
Beyoncé’s celebrity, while also portraying the 
essence of her more personal and private 
side. 

The scent contains contrasting florals as well 
as notes of toasted grains, creating a caressing 
softness that is both warm and familiar 

In creating the fragrance, Beyoncé wanted 
to ensure that her personal spirit, sophistica- 
tion and style were conveyed. 

“1 am really conscious of people getting to 
know who I am. I always try to create a signa- 
ture word in my lyrics and signature move in 
my videos, and now I am proud to introduce a 
special signature scent. 1 hope True Star will 
be an inspiration to every woman,” says Bey- 
oncé. 

The True Star Eau de Parfum sculpted glass 
bottle and integrated pump is designed to re- 
semble an award with a tall and slender ta- 
pered shape to fit comfortably in the palm ofa 
‘woman's hand. 

The bottle is clear glass, with a soft opales- 
cent color that begins at the base and lightly 
gradates up the sides. The opalescence glis- 
tens gently in the light to reflect delicate 
shades of color. 

"To support the launch, an extensive televi- 
sion campaign directed by Laurent Chanez 
features Beyoncé singing an exclusive rendi- 
tion of “Wishing on a Star” Famed photogra- 
pher Mario Testino shot the national print 
campaign, showing Beyoncé in ways she'd 
never been seen before. 

The True Star shower gel has a soft 
whipped texture wich an emollient lather that 
gently cleanses the skin. The skin is left soft, 
refreshed and lightly scented. 

The body lotion has a silky and lightweight 
formula that absorbs quickly into the skin 
without leaving a greasy after-feel, while the 
deodorant natural spray is designed for wom- 
en who want long-lasting odor protection. Its 
lightweight and quick-drying formula is non- 
sticky and non-staining, and can also be used 
asan all-over body deodorant. 

Call 8442451 loc. 118, fax (632) 8440848. 

Available at Rustan's Essenses. 
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SISLEYA Global Anti-Age 


Nature-nourished 
skin 


DEPENDING on the season, 
the skin is more or less subject 
to “pulling” caused by expo- 
sure to the cold, wind, sun or 
any other element likely to 
make it dry and uncomfort- 
able. Furthermore, mature 
skin is known to undergo vari- 
ous degrees of dehydration. 

In order to achieve the unique com- 
fort demanded by this typeof skin, Sisley 
Laboratories have used the tried and 
tested active ingredients in Sileja Glob- 
al Anti-Age, adding other elements cho- 
sen among nature's most precious sub- 
stances for improved skin comfort, 
among them: 

Sunflower oil as a source of specific 
glycerides. Rich in oleic acid—essential 
fatty acid contained in vitamin F— this 
oil works to nourish and revitalize skin, 
increasing its suppleness. 

Phytosqualene, derived from um- 
saponifiable Olive Oil, This molecule is 
very similar to squalene, one ofthe main 
constituents of the skin's natural sebum. 
It has emollient and moisturizing quali- 
ties. 

A glucolipid of plant origin—Comand 
Coconut Oil. These three nourishing and 
moisturizing ingredients work in syner- 
gy with all other active ingredients con- 
tained in Sisleya Global Anti-Age in or- 
der to provide skin with a perfectly toler- 
ated, made-to-measure texture. 

Available at Rustan's Essenses. 


COMPTOIR Sud Pacifique's Aqua Motu 
candle 


| Remembrance 


of leisures past 


# É 
IWEEUEDE LEON KAN Kanan ocu o decone 
EDITOR: MODEL, DESIGNER AND MOTHER tive pieces. Today's candles, which 
Pregfiancy becomes a glorious experience when | pamper can cost from a few pesos to а cou- 
myself with luxurious body creams from essenses. ple of thousands, are used to create 
different moods and soothe the 
senses with their unique fra- 
grances. 
Some candles, however, offer more than 
just romantic ambience, like the candles of 
Comptoir Sud Pacifique, a company that spe- 
cializes in fragrances. Most of its scents recall 
familiar vacation destinations and brings one 
back toa place of relaxation and leisure. 
‘Aqua Motu, one of the brand's signature 
fragrances, captures the scent of fresh breeze 
blowing in from the high seas and carrying 
with it particles of warm sand. 
| The woody scent of Couer de Vahine evokes 
a sensuous paradise, while the sweet scent o! 
Vanilla Abricot gives the feeling of being in а 
warm tropical jungle. 
Candles such as these are ideal for vacation 
homes situated in the woods or by the beach 
But their three-tiered fragrance is also useful 
in city dwellings, especially when one wants 
E 5 2 to relax and unwind and be taken away from 
ў | : Kha Nata the urban environment even for just a few 


hours. 
Having one of Comptoir Sud Pacifique's 


PALABANG 4 EZ 1 E Bi î Ê лаште fragrance candles in one's room i 


g 
Gi x always a precious luxury. 
2 = E J apices Latah Available at Rustan's Essenses, 
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SENSUOUS 


THE FRAGRANCE Ines de la Fres- 
sange epitomizes a fresh feminir 
ty, à blend of humor and sophisti- 
cation. It combines tradition and 
provocation, classicism and eccen- 
tricity. 

The perfumes scent has traces of white 
rose and peonies, iris, virginal neroli and lily 
of the valley. The final note is musky, with all 
the insolence of patchouli. 

The fragrance is encased in a transparent 
gold bottle. Floating in the transparency of 
the glass are tiny oak leaves, delicately en- 
graved. Tall and slender, the whole bottle is 
topped off by a jewel-cap in the form of a chis- 
eled acorn, the fruit of the oak. 


Luminous 


masculinity 


ESCADA has a new scent called Es- 
cada Sentiment Pour Homme. 

Homme Sentiment is the man at the heart 
of the Escada house. It is a refreshingly exotic 
fragrance, a luminous woody scent that em- 
bodies elegance, modernity, color and joy of 
ife. 

Its subtle union of unusual ingredients, 
green accords and musky notes unite into a 
tenderly masculine fragrance. 

The top notes marry the force of jackfruit 
with the vitality of lime, plus a dash of juniper 
berries, 

‘The middle notes carry spicy Lombok com- 
bined with pink pepper and backed up by the 
warm, sweet pleasure of mace and the aro- 
matie bark of nutmeg. 

The woody base notes contain Atlas Cedar, 
Mysore Sandal and Vetiver. 

‘This fragrance is the work of Dominique 
Ropion and Laurent Bruyére, perfumers who 
deployed cutting-edge techniques to capture 
new scents for Sentiment Pour Homme. 

Serge Mansau created the bottle design, 
with its angular forms sculpted out of a block 
of lacquered vivid magenta glass and 
crowned with a cabochon in Surlyn. 


ESCADA 
Sentiment Pour 
Homme 
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BORGY MANOTOC 

MODEL, STUDENT 

Spraying my favorite fragrance from essenses gives 
me all the confidence | need to walk down the ramp. 
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APROPOLINE shampoo variant 


PROPOLINE shampoo for men against 


hair loss 


DREAM skin face cream 


ounds 


METAMORPHOSIS body set 


reek, 


feels great 


By Kinny D. Salas 


HERE is'a new cosmetic and 

toiletries kid in the Essenses 

block. It is a Greek line called 
Apivita (from the Greek "Apis"-bee 
and “Vita”-life). 

‘The brand was founded by pharmacists 
Nikos and Niki Koutsiana in 1979, who set 
Out to make cosmetics that had natural 
medicinal properties on top of their aesthet- 
icbenefits. 

This duo did not stop at face and body 
care but also formulated toiletries like 
toothpaste and shampoo for special needs. 

Apivita's botanists and scientific team use 
products such as honey, wax propolis, 
pollen and royal jelly, as well as herbs of bio- 
logical value which are grown in Macedo- 
mia, North Greece, Chios Island and the 
Aegean Sea. 

Due to its dedication to all-natural formu- 
las, Apitiva's products do not contain artifi 
cial fragrances. So although some products 
may not smell great, they work well and the 
smell won'tstick to you anyway. 

Apitiva has three lines: Propoline, Aro- 
matherapy and Body Spa. 

Propoline: This is Apitiva's flagship 
product, which is named after propolis, the. 
natural disinfectant of bees. It is Greece's 
leading cosmeceutical brand, offering effec- 
tive, natural solutions to any skin need. 

Propoline's shampoos have the highest 
market share in pharmacies in Greece. It 
has 12 kinds of shampoo that tackle every- 


thing from hair loss to head lice. 

There's also a cream that removes bruises 
and soothes sunburns and minor wounds, 
es called First Aid Balsam, and it's the line's 
second bestseller. 

My favorite Propoline product is the 
shampoo for oily hair with dry ends, and 
conditioner for dry colored ends. 

‘The shower gel has olive and chamomile 
green tea, while the SPF-15 lip balm is a no- 
monsense solution to very dry lips. My 
chronic chapped lips found relief in Lip Aid 
Propolis. 

Also available are insect repellent lo- 
tions, wet tissue wipes, even a Rescue Pen 
for quick relief from jellyfish stings and in- 
sect bites. 

‘Aromatherapy: This line is for those who 
are obsessed with all-natural botanical aro- 
mas. Taken mostly from fruits and vegeta- 
bles, the products are mostly for the face, 


METAMORPHOSIS. 
serum 


unlike Propoline which is for all-around hy- * 


giene purposes. 


The face creams come in prety stackable 


jars that you can easily pack in your traveling 
kit. There's а solution for every face ailment. 

For my oily skin, the day cream is perfect 
with its grapefruit extract that ensures proper 
hydration and balances oiliness. The night 
cream brown rice nourishes and revitalizes 
skin without over-stimulating the oil glands. 

1 also highly recommend the multivita- 
min beauty capsules with vitamins C, E, В 
borage and green tea, and the SPF-10 multi- 
vitamin face cream with orange, acerola, 
and green tea. The cream is non-greasy, 
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APIVITA multivitamin capsules 


smells fresh, and gives your complexion a 
great glow. 

‘The capsules are meant to be used once a 
day for 30 days on areas that look dull, de- 
hydrated or has minor sun damage. That 
ought to give them a much-needed antioxi- 
dant feast. 

Body Spa: As the name suggests, the line 
is for those who are addicted to spas and 
wish to bring the feel and environment of 
such exclusive pampering to their home. 

The Metamorphosis anti-cellulite body 
system and massage oil is fast becoming a 
bestseller, and no wonder, with many wom- 
en becoming obsessed with cellulite reduc- 
tion. 

‘Three basic fragrances are present in a 
whole array of products from shampoo, 
bath products, body scrub and oils. These 
fragrances are Harmony, Energy and Eu- 
phoria. 

Euphoria, with its white chocolate, vanil- 
1а and white tea aromas, is my hands-down 
favorite, followed by Energy (ginger, lime 
and green tea), then Harmony (bergamot, 
sandalwood and jasmine). 


E-mail the author at kinnysalas@ya- 
hoo.com 


Available at Rustan's Essenses 
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follow the international standards developed by Dr. Howard Murad. 


THE MURAD Spa in Rustan's Makati has four 
treatment rooms, a consultation area and 
relaxation room for clients. 


Unique solutions 
lo skin dilemmas 


THE MURAD Spa was opened by Dr. Howard Murad, AmbassadorBlenvenido Tantoco Sr. 


MURAD has opened its first skin center out- 
side of the United States at Rustan's flagship. 
Makati branch. 

This new facility offers a range of treat- 
ments that addresses different skincare 
needs, with trained therapists who follow the. 
international standards developed by Dr. 
Howard Murad, a top dermatologist in the 
United States. 

‘The Murad Center offers signature Murad 
treatments that create unique solutions to 
skin problems. These treatments include the 
Vitamin C Absolute Facial, where a powerful 
formulation of pure Vitamin C is delivered in- 
to the skin to restore elasticity, firmness, hy- 
ration and evens skin tone. The Vitamin С 
Absolute Facial repairs and prevents damage 
resulting from environmental exposure. 

Another unique treatment is the Clarifying 
Enzyme Professional Treatment that reduces 
skin redness, hyper pigmentation and fine 
lines, as well as treats blackheads, clogged 
pores and acne breakouts. 

‘The Clarifying Enzyme Professional Treat- 
‘ment utilizes natural fruit enzymes of papaya 
and pineapple which are combined with anti- 
oxidants—antiseptic and anti-inflammatory 
ingredients that coo! irritated skin. 


MURAD skin treatments help bring back skin firmness, multi-layer 
skin hydration and reduction of fine lines and wrinkles. 


SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 19, 2004 


BO Ramas-Ros, Ces Drilon and Jue Wong 


Unique 
solutions to 
skin dilemmas 


From page Lé 


‘The AHA Rapid Exfoliator Facial diminish- 
es lines and wrinkles with a concentrated 
dose of glycolic acid, removing dead skin cells 
to reveal a softer, smoother complexion. 

‘These treatments are conducted in a cozy 
and private facility at the topmost floor of 
Rustan's Makati. Guests are ushered into an 
intimate waiting area. Before they undergo 
treatment, they are examined by a dermatolo- 
gist using a UV camera that detects skin dam- 
age not apparent to the human eye. A treat- 
ment is then recommended and a therapist 
assigned tothe guest. 

Call 8161806. 


CORY Quirino JEFF Murad and Sigalit 
Djemal 


DR. Howard Murad, Celine Lop 
Tantoco 


TRISH Briones, Mia Tambunting-Padilla and 
Joel Tantoco 


BEA VALDES z 
DESIGNER; MODEL. £g 
As an-artist, |-adapt to the latest fashion trends 
eyery season. But the one thing that remains 


constant is my lipstick from essenses. 


MARITESS Tantoco, Anton Mendoza and 
Rhoda Campos 


[/ 


IA 


BUBBLES Paraiso, Gem Padilla and Toni Abad КЕН 


MARTIN NIEVERA 
PERFORMER, IMAGE MODEL, РАТНЕ! 
A goad performance is. assured 
favoritegéandle from ess&üses З 
before Ege onstage. 


MAKATI ALABANG 
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212 MEN once 
by Carolina. 


Holiday 
scent-iments 


CAROLINA Herrera offers 212 Sexy's holiday 
gift set. This comes with Hydrating Body Lo- 
tion. 
Gucci's Envy is a modern, transparent, flo- 
tal fragrance from a blend of hyacinth, mag- 
| nolia, ily of the valley jasmine, violet and iris. 
‘The package comes with a body lotion and 
bath and shower gel. 
Yves Saint Laurent's Baby Doll is a light- 
hearted fragrance which has spawned three 


| versions of the fruity-floral scent: Baby Doll 


Light, Baby Doll Fairytale and Baby Doll Light. 
Limited Edition. 

Paco Rabanne Pour Elle Metal eau de par- 
fum has an intense, sensual character. It fea- 
tures Italian mandarin, white pepper and 
white freesia in the top notes; absolute rose, 
jasmine, karo karounde in the middle notes; 
and amber, peach and massoia wood in the 
base. 

Mont Blane Individuel for men creates an 
expression of exclusivity and distinction. It is 
а fresh, soft Oriental fougere for the man 
whose confident sense of self sets him apart. 
The gift set comes with a Deo-Stick and Show- 
er Breeze shower gel. 

Paco Rabanne XS is a fresh woody fra- 
grance, full of sensuality and magnetic ap- 
peal. The gift set comes with a Deospray. 

Carolina Herrera's 212 Men on Ice has 
hints of orange blossom, tangerine, nutmeg 
and coriander mixed with musk and sandal- 
wood notes. Exclusively distributed by Rustan 
Marketing Corporation. 


MONT BLANC Individuel for men 


PACO RABANNE 
Pour Elle Metal 


2I2 SEXY by Carolina Herrera 
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ж Where You Find The Best. 


What's the best present. €. 
you can give yourself this 
Christmas? 


Get a career 
with Daksh, 
an IBM Subsidiary. 


[Ds think of this year's Christmas. Think of your future and the rest of 
the coming Christmases. Now is the time to give yourself a gift: get started with 
your career in Daksh, an IBM Subsidiary. 


‘Asa subsidiary of IBM, the world's largest information technology and business 
solutions company, Daksh is all set to spearhead the next generation global opera- 
tions in business transformation. With an accent on redefining world-class profes- 
sionalism through best global practices, the challenge today, is to focus on its 
leadership horizon. 


Daksh offers unprecedented career advantages such as an opportunity to work on 
Fortune 500 clients along with 6000 colleagues at the 5 service delivery locations 
across the world, performance-led vertical and horizontal carcer growth maps. OF 
course, Daksh provides a work environment that enables each individual to 
perform better in a team and learn from over 70 business processes and the cumu- 
lative experience of the team at our helm. 


Give yourself the gift of a career with Daksh, an IBM Subsidiary and celebrate it 
with the Brand Masters and the Big Blue. 


We are looking for individuals to fill the following positions: 


m Customer Care Specialists for Customer Care Specialists for 
NG, Banking, Finance and Insurance - Travel and Hospitality 


Customer Care Specialists for 
Telecommunications 


Customer Care Specialist ( JOB CODE: PDI- CCS ) Voice and Accent Trainer ( JOB CODE: PDI - МАТЕМ ) 
Responsible for providing excellent customer service 


Re nsible for conducting voice and accent training to new hires 
and inbound sales through phone on a 24x7 basis. ee Эа Вес 2 


JOB REQUIREMENTS: 


JOB REQUIREMENTS: + Graduate of any Bachelor's Degree, Linguistics or Arts is preferred 
+ At least 1 year experience in a Similar position or its equivalent , 
or's Degree. + Must possess excellent oral and written English communication skills 
S thi lated work experience; * Familiar with linguistics and facilitating grammar and speech classes 
uraged to ‘Apply ‘or those + Willingness to work in a fast-paced, dynamic and schedule-shifting 
BUT hi 0 een a environment is a must 
e jin ness and dri 99 bound sales is required; 
Pus a Sales Trainer (JOB CODE: PDI - SALES ) 
communication skills ? 0g SON 
. 1 ‘esponsible for training and motivating the sales force towards agreed 
lust. Screw the use of computers and Re pol SK ui pis 7 


vajus a hy ü jjectives and achieve target. 
* Willingness to work in a fast-paced, dynamic an н 
Schedule shitting environments а must JOB REQUIREMENTS: 


i i i iri + Graduate of any Bachelor's Degree 
Openings for CCS are for immediate hiring. 9 Mist тае ана @ passion D saing ang telemarketing А 
j il i + Has experience in designing and Conducting sales trai О 
ЖУН БЫШЫ tan Siren era ihelpresume to * Must. possess excellent alge. training and fhativational Stalls 


б + Willingness to work іп a fast-paced, dynamic and schedule-shifting 
Applicants for VA and Sales [alpen can email their resume 
to careerphilippines@daksh.com 


ent of the рге: 


To join Daksh, an IBM Subsidiary: 


$ А s M 
1. Visit us at the 30th Floor PBCom Tower, Ayala Ave., Makati City 

from Mondays-Fridays 9:00 am - 6:00pm. 

Bring your resume for an immediate interview. 4 
2. To learn more about Daksh, visit wwW.daksh.com.ph 


Call 81-DAKSH (32574) for more details. *- Ап IBM Subsidiary 
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JOB Market. 


MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS GROUP 


1 үс үкө 
RE 


]ob Respon 


* develop and execute marketing plans 
* develop media plans and oversees execution and budget management 
» identify marketing opportunities to drive sales and enhance brand image 


Job Qualifications 


Minimum Requirements: 


* Education: 
— College graduate 


* Other Skills neede: 


— Ability to think conceptually 
and strategically 


f Desired: — Excellent written and verbal 
Experience Desired) communication skills 


— B years advertising experience — Strong project management 
Experience Preferred: skills 
- Agency experience — Strong presentation skills 
— Retail experience — Proactive 
— Solid interpersonal skills 
— Positive attitude 
— Team player. 


Interested parties may apply personally rom Monday lo Friday, Ӯ am. =4 p.m. 
ûr send thelr comprehensive resumé with recent photo fo: 


SM Shoemart 
SM Corporate Ойсе 

Bldg. D 1000 Bay Boulevard, SM Central Business Park 
Bay City, Pasay City 


Vis ош Мәре: yayw.sm-shoermart.com 
Email: Recull SMHOSsm-shoemart.com 


(Please bring resumé, 2pcs, 2x2 colored picture with white background, 
sss Number / S88 Employment History print out and photocopy and original copy 
af Transcrit of Records and Diploma) 


At Pru Life Insurance Corporation of U.K. RESPECT 
ind value peupie. is more than a value ~ it is the culture. 
 Mlerenceo 


We invite men and women to consider our current 
requirements and discover the culture of RESPECT 
amidst the highly exciting and competitive field of life 
insurance, 


"i 


neourage a ope + 
and honest entr 


AGENCY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 
(orth Mindanao, West Visayas, Bicol) 

Must be 30-45 years old, a graduate of Management 
or Marketing and with a minimum of 5 years sales 
management and training experience with a 
reputable insurance or pre-need company. Has 
established residence in the area being considered. 
With a strong network and business contacts in the 
specific area of assignment. 


орање ompany. 
four eetleagues. ош: stort 
and our community 


raclice what we praci. 

sind ha rote model for ibc 

operating pr-ciplez REGIONAL SALES MANAGER 
(Visayas & Mindanao) 

Must be at least 35 to 45 years old, a graduate of 
Management or Marketing, with at least 5 years of 
successful track record in insurance sales 
management, preferably in Visayas and Mindanao. 
Applicant should have excellent communication and 
interpersonal sills, and a strong drive to achieve 
challenging targels. We are looking for a highly 
energetic individual who will push for business goals 
relentlessly, while speaking and acting with integrity 
at all times. 


moy t company or © 
"olleaguss sur ori 
ond have Qr 


Q m "go 


If you think you can take up the challenges for these 
positions, send us your resume before Dec. 28, 2004 


‘You may submit your resumé, copy of transcript. 
of records and ID picture to: 


Human Resources Department 
Pru Life Insurance Corporation of U.K. 


25/F Tower 1, The Enterprise Center 
6766 Ayala Avenue corner Paseo de Roxas and Dela Rosa Sts, 
Logaspl Village, Makati City 

‘HR@prulifeuk.com.ph 
‘Website: wweprulife,com.ph. 


We're here to listen. 


IMMEDIATELY HIRING 
TWO (2) LAWYERS 


Male or Female not more than 35 years old, 
graduate of U.P. or Ateneo. 
Must have at least 5 years experience. 


"parse за дий aN 
pm ym] 
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pon Please submit or send your resumé, latest 2x2 picture 
and transcript of records 


TAN & CONCEPCION LAW OFFICES 
Units 1501-1502 The Orient Square Building * 
is Center, Pasig, 
P.O. Box 13135 Onigas Center, 
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SADIAYAS YAMOANYW CTHOM JISYA 


Emerald Avenue, Orti 


THE DOCUMENT COMPANY 


FUJI XEROX 
ACCOUNT MANAGERS 


THE JOB: Ensure achlevernent of targeted Sales, Revenue and profit rom diverse 
array of products / services offering by effective prospecting and account management 
within a targeted group of accounts within one or more industry segments, where Fuji 
Xerox products / service offerings ara positioned uniquely for competitive advantage: 
Lead the creation of proposal recommendation, negotiation and implementation of 
proposed solutions; Ensure promotion / achievement of brand loyalty and generate 
‘sound prospects for repeat business. 


QUALIFICATIONS: At least 25 years old, preferably a Bachelor of Science degree 
holder of Management, Marketing, Computer Science or any related course. Self- 
motivated, experience in IT application a plus, with good inter-personal, oral and written 
‘communication skills, as well as, excellent presentation and negotiation skills. Results 
= oriented, customer — focused, at least three (3) years working experience in sales 
and marketing , and with above average 10. 


BUSINESS ANALYST 


THE JOB: Work with customers, in all levels of the organization to understand the 
customer's business strategy and Its impact on work processes and document flows 
within the customer organization; Identify / develop potential solutions encompassing 
people, processes and ultimately enhance productivity for Fuji Xerox customers. 


QUALIFICATIONS: At least 25 years old, College Graduate, with three ( 
experience in the Information Technology ( IT ) industry as analyst. Sell-motivated, 
with good inter-personal, oral and written communication skills, as well as, excellent 
presentation and negotiation skills. Results-oriented, customer-focused, and with 
above average IQ. Has basic financial skills. 


PRODUCT MANAGERS 


THE JOB: To provide leadership in managing a product or group of products to ensure 
maximum market penetration and profitability 


QUALIFICATIONS: College Graduate with Bachelor of Science degree in Management 
1 Marketing, an MBA degree is an advantage. Has a combined minimum four (4) 
years experience in Marketing and Sales with minimum two (2) years experience in 
product or brand management / marketing. Knowledge of Industry — based marketing 
including distribution methods and technologies is preferred. Prior project management 
and market analysis experience is a plus. Has analytical and decision making 
capabilities and is highly innovative, focused and driven. Possesses above average 
intelligence with good interpersonal and communication skills. 


FUJI XEROX PHILIPPINES, INC. 
Human Resource Division 
18th Floor, 6788 Ayala Avenue, Makati City 
Tel. Nos, 8785200 loc. 137. Please look for: Ms. Juvy J. Vidal 
juvy.vidal@ phl.xerox.com 


Perfect Career Opportunity for Sales Personalities ! 


EBDI PHILIPPINES INC. (Formerly Alcatel eBusiness Distribution, Inc.), 
ı8 a multinational company known of ils over 30 Years Excellent Service Commitment 
in providing Voice and Data Solutions to ils hundreds of clients both local and abroad. 
In preparation to its expansion phase, WE ARE ADDING FORCE TO OUR SALES TEAM! 


We are in need ol Three (3) 


ACCOUNT MANAGERS 


who are willing to start immediately, He/She must possess the following qualifications: 


© Graduate of Information Technology courses or ECE 

О Should have at least 2 years experience in Sales with Outstanding Track Record, 
preferrably in a company of same industry 

о Excellent Presentation Skill in English 

О Has extensive networks 

© Can effectively deal with the executives of lop corporations and agencies 

© Organized, sell-driven, resull-orienled and can perform well under pressures 


For the qualified applicants, we offer Fix Monthly Basic, Transportation Allowance. 
Communication Allowance, above industry Commission Scheme, and other competitive 
benefits. Trainings and travel opportunities here and abroad. 


Please handcarry your comprehensive resume with 2x 2 photo, сору ol Transcript of 
Records, NBI Clearance and copy of Employment Certificates, lo: 


ЕВР! Philippines Inc., 2nd floor Pilgrim Bldg., 111 Aguirre St., Legaspi Village, Makati City 
For further Inquiries, call 857-78-75, look for Jun Taccad 


We sell various financial services in partnership with one of 
the country's top 5 universal banks and with the 
biggest Filipino life insurance company. 


We have an urgent need for enterprising men and women 
to join our sales team as : 


FINANCIAL PLANNERS / SALES COORDINATORS 


Qualifications : 
‘Age 21-30, Male or Female 
College Graduate (rom a reputable school 
Remarkable sales experience for at least one yaar. 
Good Communication skills, Smart and Trainable 
Strong passion to succeed 


We offer a guaranteed monthly compensation plus altractive incentives and а 
‘comprehensive training program. 


Please apply personally and bring your resume with recent 2x2 pioture at the address 
below from : 


9:00ат-4:30рт, Monday to Friday, December 20-23, 2004. 


First Union Insurance & Financial Agencies, Inc. 
1501 West Tower, Phil. Stock Exchange Centre, Exchange Road, 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City 


"WANTED * 


ENGLISH TEACHERS 
Are you experienced in Quality? 
Aro you passionate about passing 
оп your knowledge and expenence 
to отаг? We are looking for 
the right people to succosafully toach 
and motivate students to learn English. 
‘The successful applicants wil need to be well organised, 
flexible and have excellent management skills 
Please send your resume and transcripts of record. 
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Ready to take the challen e? 


eTelecare needs highly skilled individuals who will 


Your future provide financial advice on Mutual Fund and 


Na x Brokerage Accounts for our Fortune 100 US client. 
be ms with These Inbound Customer Service Associates 
will deal with inquiries, transactions and financial 


the WORLD'S issues related to clients’ accounts. 


MOST eTelecare can provide you with the Best-in- Class 
training necessary for you to become a Certified 


AWARDED Financial Analyst. 

and LARGEST Бат 4-уеаг course : 
ASIA-BASED e шеп! problem-solving and отс 
call center telecare 


International 


For an immediate interview, call (02)580-6630, 
Visit our office at 20/F CYBERONE BUILDING, EASTWOOD CITY CYBER PARK, BAGUMBAYAN, QUEZON CITY 


Reward yourself this Christmas with a gratifying career 
that would make your New Year a fruitful year! 


We are looking for Technical Support Representatives. 
Join us for another recruitment frenzy that will rustle up 
your career to much greater heights! 

Catch the Recruitment Team from 10AM - 8PM at our following sites: 


December 19 - 22, Sunday to Wednesday 
31st Floor, Discovery Center, 25 ADB Ave., Ortigas Center, Pasig City 


Mark your calendars today December 23, Thursday 
and start next'year with ü 5th Level, Market! Market!, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig 


и”. QUALIFICATIONS 
Бала В p. Á S i } Associates will be tasked to extend Level 2 Technical Support via voice, email and 
e chat media. Candidates must have strong PC troubleshooting skills; Familiarity with 


Come to our job fair and be hired on-the-spot! 


Working for the Winning Team is as easy as 1-2-3! 
Step 1: Walk-in and submit your application to us. 

Step 2: Be interviewed and qualify for our various openings. 

Step 3: Attend HR Orientation and bring home your signed contract. 


Your career might only be a click of the mouse away. e JOB 


Read it every Sunday wih iha Philippine Dally Inquirer and vilt i online of wer jabmarketontin.com 


En 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2004 


ISO-certified Multi-national Company engage in manufacturing various housing fixtures, committed to quality 
service and customer satisfaction. Awarded as Top Sectoral Export Performance Citation for Furniture Category 


аге in need of the н personnel. 


| PG 
Assistant Supervisor 


Ka Male/Female atleast 21-30 years old 
+ Graduate of Architecture or any Engineering course 
5 With atleast 6 months of supervisory work experience 
+ Knowledge in machine operation for wooden products 
% Proficient in windows based programs 

Good inter-personal relationship 
< Aggressive, analytical and assertive 


Truck Head Driver 
(urgent hiring) 
> Male atleast 30 up to 40 years of age 
“ High School or Vocational Course (related in auto mechanic) 
Experience in Driving Truck Head 


Skills in Heavy Equipment Mechanic 
** With professional Driver's License (R Code - 6 & 3, 2,1) 


Electricians (urgent hiring) 


** Atleast High School Vocational College Level ea 
** Male must be 21-35 years old -... Tae. 


cnc. a 


Forklift Operator 


(urgent hiring) NG 

+ Atleast Vocational Course Graduates — 

** Male between 20-35 years old 

++ With 6 months experience in forklift operon 
With knowledge in forklift repair and maintenance: 
With Professional Driver's License 

# Good moral character 


maesta 


1 
-Forklift Mechanic 


(urgent hirimg) y 


+ Malebetween20-35yearsold — ' Ў 

< Must be an Auto-Diesel Mechanic graduate 7 

** With experience in motor pool is an muse, Z 

+ With Professional Driver's License ee “ 
Good moral character a 

“ Fresh graduate are welcome to apply 


$ With experience in Building Contro! Wiring 


Good Moral Character 


te eas 


SCAD Services(s) Pte., Ltd. 


PHILIPPINE ECONOMIC-ZONE "AUTHORITY 
~- BLOCK 23 PHASE 1V ROSARIO, CAVITE 


You can mail or hand carry your comprehensive resumé with 2x2 picture 


and transcript of records at the above address. -- - — 


For inquiries, call telephone no. (046) 437-0849 to 51. Look for Ronalyn Estorninos 
or you can e-mail your resumé at hrd | scadGpacific.net.ph 


PEPSI-COLA PRODUCTS PHILIPPINES INC. 


Settlement and Credit Manager 


Reports directly to the Finance Manager and 


is primarily responsible for contributing to 


corporate growth and profitability by providing 


leadership and management that is related 
to setllement and credit management. 


‘The SCM end view is to effectively and 
efficiently carry out the settlement of daily 
transactions, manage utilization of credit as 


a tool to generate incremental sales, ensure 


timely collection of receivables, and provide 
Management with accurate, complete, and 
timely reports. 


Other Key Performing tasks of the SCM 
include the safeguarding of company 
assets, effective execution of internal 
controls, maximizing utilization and 
administration of manpower and material 
resources under his jurisdiction 


Applicants should have: 

* A Bachelor's degree in Accounting. CPA 
isa must. MBA units/degree an 
advantage. 

Male or Female, between 25-35 years old. 


At least three (3) years relevant experience 


in Credit and Collection on a managerial 
capacity, preferably from a multinational. 
company. Exposure on beverage industry 
a definite advantage. 

Basic knowledge and exposure on Sales 
and Operations an advantage. 

Ability to handle and work with employees 
ої different ranks: with good interpersonal 
and communication skills. 

Above average command of written and 


spoken English; good memo composition 


skills. 

Good computer skills with knowledge of 
MS Office Applications (Word, Excel, 
PowerPoint) 

Capable of working with minimum 
supervision and maintain composure 
under pressure. 

Willing to travel anywhere within Metro 
Manila and willing to work long hours. 


Sales Office Manager(s) 


Responsible for contributing 

corporate growth and profitability by 
providing leadership and management 
that is related to sales office 
operations. 


The SOM's end view s to effectively and 
efficiently provide services to the Sales 
force in terms of product availability and 
other required resources by ensuring 

the achievement of its sales objectives. 


Other Key Performing tasks of the SOM 
include the safeguarding of company 
assets, effective execution of internal 
controls, maximizing utilization and 
administration of manpower and 
material resources under his 
jurisdiction. 


Applicants should have: 

* A Bachelor's degree from a Business 
course. CPA/Accounting grad an 
advantage. 

Basic knowledge/experi 
Warehousing, Inventory, a 
Management. 

Ability to handle and work with 
employees of different ranks; with 
good Interpersonal and 
communication skills. 

‘Above average command of written. 
and spoken English; good memo 
‘composition skills. 

Good computer skills with knowledge 
of MS Office Applications (Word, 
Excel, PowerPoint) 

Capable of working with minimum 
supervision and maintain composure 
under pressure. 

Willing to be assigned anywhere 
within Metro Manila and wiling to 
work long hours. 


Your career might 
only be a click of 
the mouse away. 


ов 


ERO; гч за 
MISI US AT www jobmorkelonkno.com 


PDMANAGER 


Preferably male 

* Between 26 to 35 years old 

* College graduate preferably in 
Engineering or any management 


and willing to do field work -At 
least 5 years work experience in 
the field of Physical Distribution 
(Logistics, Warehouse, Fleet 
Operations) with 2years spent in 
supervisory/managerial capacity 
Competencies Required: 

* Can do Project Feasibility Study 

* Problem Solving and Decision 
Making Skills -Computer Literate 
-Good written and oral 
communication 


Send applications to : 


PEPSI-COLA PRODUCTS 


INTERNATIONAL. 
ACADEMY OF „= . 
FILM AND: TELEVISION 


The International Academy of Film ahd Television, 
Inc. (IAFT), the 1st privatesFilm ‘School in Southeast 
Asia, is currently looking for a qualified applicant to 
fill in the position of: 


J TECHNICAL DIRECTOR 


The fecic Director is primarily responsible for technical 
planning, scheduling, coordination and management of the 
department which includes Systems Administration, Web 
Development and Creatives, Maintenance and General 
Services, and Production Equipment and Facilities. 
Job Specifications: 
= Must be an Engineering graduate 
- Must possess knowledge in systems administration and web 
development 
-~ Should have working knowledge of production equipment 
Must have the ability to lead and train a team, possess strong 
organizational and managerial skills 
- Able to communicate through written and verbal media. 
- Able to practice and implement work standards 
*2 Applicants may send their resume to: 


jobs@study-film.com 


For other job vacancies, visit us at: 
www.study-film.com 


PHILS., INC. 


Metro HR Department 


Km. 29 National Rd. 
Tunasan, Muntinlupa 


carol.valenzuela@pcppi.com.ph 
1 susie.balio@ peppi.com.ph 


FREE ASSESSMENT 


Register immediately 


m 
poi 
Parian 


Work In The Worlds Greatest 
Hospitals In New York. 


+ Mega tees 
~ Immigration petition 

+ Visa ang Grenn Card 

= Relocation fgh to AY 
= Housing in New York 

+ Exams Foes Relmbursed 
IRAE AO IFES a F ULEGA FECAIS 
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ANKARD' 


YGC Member , 


ARE YOU COMPETENT ENOUGH 
to fill in any of the following positions? 


Direct Sales & Telemarketing Agency: 
«Ready to use database of prospacive cients win experienced number of soles people 
1 balanced п "Outbound Cols 
2 Wi woning oltces ond phone Ines localed in Мено Manfo/DavooyCebutioo & Cagayan de Oro 
{provincial appiconis fr Drect Sates ony 


Direct Sales Agent/Telemarketei 
+ Collage Graduate or College LevelMMole or Femole/21-35 years old 
* Pleasing Personally 
+ Sel-Diven 
+ Seling Experience 


For Qualified Metro Manila Applicants: 
Submit Ine required documents at Ine 30th Floor Robinsons Equitable Tower, Ortigas Avenue, Pasig Cily 


For qualified provincial applicants: 
Submit the required documents c/o Jmalaluan@Bankard.com or MlugayGBonkord. com. 


Required Documents: 

Dieci Soles/lelemorieting Agencies: 
» Business Reaistation 

» Auclied Financial Statement 
*  Atfclesof Incorporation 

> Company Profile 

о 


жес! Soles Agents/Ielemorketes: 
Comprehensive Resumé with 2x2 piclure 


> сем М Clearance 


Ensure HUGE profits for your company in Partnership with one of the 
country's pioneeer in the credit card business! 


BANKARD, a member of tha larges! business congiomeroles in ine Philippines, 
ıs looking for o reputable and dependable Direct Stles/felemiaiteting Company 
and Sel-civen AGENTS to join Iber dynamic sales force. 


There's nothing like i? 


A medium-sized commercial bank is in need of a dynamic, self- 
driven individual for the position of: 


UNIT HEAD-Institutional Banking Group 


Applicants must be between 30 to 40 years old. The position will have a rank ranging 
from AVP to VP, depending on the qualifications, and will be responsible for: 


‘Supervising a unit of two (2) Account Officers and one (1) Marketing Assistant; 
Managing and maximizing returns on existing loan porfolio of PhP1 billion; 
Expanding trade-related portfolio of the bank (LC's DA's export financing, etc.) 
Soliciting new accounts with acceptable credit rating that the bank can 
develop into long-term relationships; 


Qualified candidates may send their resumes together with a 2x2 photo to 


Human Resources Management Division 
Ortigas Center P.O. Box No. 13914 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City 1605 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


© Market сы. 


EEO/AA Employer 


| Customer Service у. 
| Representatives 


West Contact Services, a subsidiary of 
US-based West Corporation, is looking 
for dynamic, self-motivated and results- 
driven individuals to fill our 200 new 


positions. 


_ Qualifications: 


Why choose West? 


* Excellent English 
communication skills, 
including good com- 
prehension and ability 
to express yourself. 


clearly in English 
Excellent 
opportunity for 
part-time 
employment! 


* Good customer 
service orientation 


* Basic computer skills 


Apply 


* Competitive pay 

* Choose your own 
schedule: flexible part- 
and full-time schedules 

* Excellent advancement 
opportunities 


* Fun Work Environment 


online or in person! 


www.westemployment.com 


Apply Today! 
Closed Christmas Eve 
Weeds erred 


West Contact Services Inc. 
2B Exportbank Plaza 

Don Chino Roces cor Sen. Gil Puyat, Makati 
Phone: 857-7400 * Fax: 857-743132 
Email: Makatijobs@west.com 


Location: Rapu Rapu (via Legaspi City) is a poly-metallic mine which is currently under construction 
with metal production commencing mid 2005. Rapu Rapu offers first class facilities, excellent remuneration 
conditions and a roster that gives you good lifestyle balance. 


Rapu Rapu Processing Inc is seeking suitably qualified and experienced persons for the following senior 
site based positions: 


HUMAN RESOURCES SUPERINTENDENT 


. Responsible for site HR activities including recruitment and payroll administration. 

^ A degree in Human Resources or Business or similar qualification and good computer skills are 
preferred, together with several years experience in mining, construction or manufacturing 
industry, and good knowledge of labour laws. 


CHIEF ACCOUNTANT 


Responsible for site Accounting activities in accordance with appropriate and approved accounting 
policies and procedures, and 

Ensuring the integrity of financial computer systems and records, and providing financial reporting 
and advice to a wide range of parties including site managers, corporate offices (Manila and 
Australia), and external organisations. 

А degree in Accounting or similar, together with superior computing skills are essential, wi 
‘several years experience in mining, canstruction or manufacturing is preferred. 


SUPPLY SUPERINTENDENT 


. Responsible for Supply activities with the objective that quality goods and services are procured 
їп a timely, safe and cost effective manner, including overseas goods, and 
Implementing effective inventory management, and continuously reviewing delivery and logistics 
arrangements to maximize procurement efficiency and to ensure compliance with legal 
requirements. 
Procurement, Business or a Mechanical background are necessary, with supervisory experience. 
High level computing skills and good knowledge of computerized purchasing and inventory 
systems are essenlial 


SAFETY SUPERINTENDENT 


Responsible for establishing and maintaining safety policies and procedures, establishing standards 
‘and controls to identify and eliminate safety & health hazards, and assisting in the development of 
appropriate training related to safe working procedures and accident and incident investigajions. 
Experience as a Safely practitioner at a senior level in an industrial workplace is necessary 
along with high level communication and computer skills. 


To be the successful applicant for any of these positions you will have a high level of personal integrity, 
be able to work in a remote location and in a team environment, have proper regard for Safety and 
Environment and be enthusiastic and dedicated. If that sounds like you and you want a prestigious 
position with an emerging mining company, please apply in writing by 22 December, to: 


The Commercial Manager - Rapu Rapu Project 
Suite 21, Legaspi Suites 
178 Salcedo St., 
Makati City, Philippines 1229 


construct 


balance. 


MINI 


facilities, 


lion with metal production commencing mid 2005. Rapu Rapu offers first class 
excellent remuneration conditions and a roster that gives you good lifestyle 


Rapu Rapu Minerals Inc is seeking suitably qualified and experienced persons for the 
following site based positions: 


SENIOR SURVEYOR 


Reporting initially to the Chief Surveyor, responsible for safely leading the 
Mine Survey team, consisting of two mine surveyors, several survey assistants. 
and clerks. This position will work closely with the mining contractor requiring 
communication skills to be excellent. 

Possess experience and skills required to implement survey control for 
conventional open pit mining techniques. Main tasks include pit design set 
out, ore markups, toe/batter checks, grade control drilling pickup and set out, 
stockpile volumes, and end of month final excavated volume. Producing 
accurate plans as requested in a timely manner. 

Responsible for developing systems and procedures for all activities undertaken 
by the Survey Department., including supervision and training Survey 
personnel. A high regard for salety is essential. 

Be degree qualified, and have sound experience with mining software. 


E SURVEYORS 


Reporting to the Senior Surveyor, responsible for undertaking the day to day 
survey tasks as required to operate the open pit mine. 

Experience in open pit mining although not necessary wil! be highly regarded. 
Main tasks include pit design set out, ore markups, loafbatter checks, grade 
control drilling pickup and set out, stockpile volumes, and end of month tinal 
excavated volume. Candidates must be physically fit and willing to work in a 
challenging environment. 

Must be team player and willing lo learn as well as pass on knowledge to less 
experienced members of the team. 

Be degree qualified, and have had some exposure to mining software 
packages, 


To be the successtul applicant for any of these positions you will have a high level of 
personal integrity, be able to work in a remote location and in a team environment, 
have proper regard for Safety and Environment and be enthusiastic and dedicated. If 
that sounds like you and you want a prestigious position with an emerging mining 
company, please apply in writing by 22 December, to: 


‘The Commercial Manager - Rapu Rapu Project 
Suite 21, Legaspi Sultes 
178 Salcedo St., 
Makati City, Philippines 1229 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER = =~ — 


ˆ JOB Market ~ 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2004 


As Ford in the Philippines, 
WE BELIEVE THAT OUR PEOPLE ARE OUR GREATEST STRENGTH. 
WE value CUSTOMER SATISFACTION, SAFETY, QUALITY, TEAMWORK and INTEGRITY 


and we are 
IN SEARCH FOR THE BEST PEOPLE WHO HAVE THE PASSION TO ACHIEVE 


GREATER HEIGHTS OF SUCCESS. 


Inviting all Graduates of : 


Engineering and Technology 


(Mechanical, Electrical, Industrial, Environmental & Safety, Chemical, information Technology and Computer Science) 


Business Course 


(Management, Communication Arts, Advertising, Marketing, Accountancy and Banking & Finance) 


Human Resources 


(Psychology, Behavioural Science and Human Resource Management) 


With the following qualifications: 


Excellent written and verbal communication skills 

Team player with excellent people skills 

High degree of computer literacy (Word, Excel and PowerPoint) 

High level of integrity, courage and commitment 

Leadership skills and willing to learn about our business and contribute to its success. 


If you believe you have the qualities, credentials and passion to join our global organization, 
kindly send your comprehensive resume to: 


THE HUMAN RESOURCE DEPARTMENT 
RECRUITMENT SECTION 
FORD MOTOR COMPANY PHILIPPINES, INC. 
"m #1 American Road Greenfield Autopark, Sta. Rosa, Laguna 


“In Ford, we are not merely employees; we are partners in making Ford in the Philippines 
a leading consumer company of automotive products and services. 7 


Our company has an immediate need of 
dynamic, highly individuals to fi the following 
positions: 


Accountant 
- Female 
= not more than 35 years old 


= must be a Certified Public Accountant 
= with at least 3 years relevant experience 


Bookkeeper 


Globalstride is a premier outsourced customer service solutions provider. We provide the best in class 
CRM solutions to global companies at a lower cost through our offshore customer contact centers. 
Through a series of operational and technology partnerships with leading companies worldwide, 
GLOBALSTRIDE is uniquely positioned to handle customer service needs for a full range of contact 
channels, technologies, and languages. 


CUSTOMER CARE SPECIALISTS 


‘ales techniques, pic, as well as incuicaie sales & 
Спотот sarace mindsaverentation 


Job Responsibilities: 


‘er product & services trough the telephone & other 
ресей means of communication lo a target ist ol 
Customers in behalf of o producuservcos boing offered. 


+ Provide necessary Information about tno product & services 


Job Re 


Document аї pertinent customer data using chent 
prescnbed form 

aol he rest requirements cents en quad 
cols. 


quirements: 


Bachelor's degree holders ol any 4-year course with 


saos or marating is an advantage. 
‘Aly to speak any forogn language (Spanish, Chinese, 
French, ele) 1s a pus. 


PROGRAM MANAGERS 


Job Responsibiities: 


Rasponsibie in planning, knelomanting and directing 
business proposals and iibatves of Ino company 


Job Requirements: 


Must have extensive experience in projact and cont 
managameni acquired in cusiomor savice or telesales. 
‘With at least 2 1o 3 years of managerial or 
Supervisory experienco їп projactaccount 
managoment and must have established analytical 
ар, good Interpersonal skills and exceptional 
Verbal and written communication 

МВА aegreo irom AIMADMUTUP is an advantage. 


7 Protorabiy 25-36 years ol ago with acqured experiance in 


telesales management 


CREDIT AND COLLECTIONS OFFICER 


Job Responsibilities 


Tantan Accounts Receivable, general and subsidary 
records 
Prepare aging and othar analyses for management 


} Estanisn and maintain стз evaluation system 
1 Ensure adnarenco to credit and cotacton poles 
£ Prepare and transmit Salomon of Accounts to cents and 


dob Ro 


coordinate wth internal Cent Services lor ofow-up. 


urements: 


+ Recouning or Businoss Graduate 
1 At least 5 years expananco, last 2 In suporvisory capacity 


Ip credit ала coliochon, Internat or axial audi. 
Expectod to be dotal-riantad and proactive mihi above 
‘average communication skits (итп and oral) 


« Bipananga п bath manual and automated Leancial 


syatome le a phe 


SENIOR/SALES TRAINERS 


Job Rasponsibiities: 


‘Design and conduct kating programs on Sales and. 
Cuatomar Sorvio and taciato cales coaching sessions. 
Conduct торма on-Ioor Solas and Customer Sorvice aud 
or call monitoring sessions wih OA to capture lapses in 


Train Trainers. Coaches, and Team Leaders on Sales and 
Customer бачке 


Revistisuóit programs and agents sls levels and develop 


appropriate interventions. 


Serves traning gained from at leas! 3 years working 
expenence in 2 сай canter orn a Serica oriented 
anvironman 

Exceptions! communication skits, developed service 
orientation, song people skiis and protiency in 
conducting narung needs assessments and 
measurements аге requies. 


+ Passion lor Sales and Customer Service training and 


estabtshed course design and lachiaton skits 


2 Expenenced in developing skiis uic up strategies lor 


individuais or groups: good coaching skits 
Must be teem payer, sli-tartor, organized and analyte 


QUALITY ASSURANCE OFFICERS 


Job Responsibilities: 
* болда 


ic process reviews and compliance audi based on 
spocie key controis 


Analyze айс! gaia lor sarvica standards and process 
ons 


‘requirements and coordinate vat oiner departments to 
manage customer issues 


Job Requirements: 
+" Canadatos should bo degreo holders with excellent 


‘+ Must have keon eye for detail, anaryüical and with strong _ 


nG 


тюп and ordi communeanon sts. 


incioation in dealing win processes 
jandidalos shouid have good sense ol judgment, 

syetomaiic and team onenied. 

Good probing sis and OA mindset have an advantage 


INTERNAL COMMUNICATIONS 


SPECIALIST / SUPERVISOR 


Job Responsibilies- 


"Organo and ensure offetency of nera and extemal 
communication systems 


dob Requirements: 


Al east 2years siriicant wor rtelod expenonta in 
handing erganizatonai communicators pralorely in a 
топасы sot-up win wet-devoloped commurscanon 


ng 
+ Webtounded mirporsonal sills and recognized орту 10 


жо wh ай ovals of ho organization. 
Wing tobe part о! a young, morani and senedua-shiting 
КЕЕ 


Please visit us at: 
299 Floor IBM Plaza Bullding, Eastwood City Cyberpark Libis, Quezon City. 
| You can also call or email us at jobs@glabalstride,com or visit our website at 


pU 


Telephone No. 911-8866 / Рах. 911-8854 


QE 


Recruitment 
December 13 - 29, 2004 * Зат - 3pm. 
HAND IN YOUR RESUME PERSONALLY AND 
BE INTERVIEWED RIGHT AWAY! 


| URGENT REQUIREMENTS | 


Customer Service Representatives 
INBOUND and OUTBOUND 


| 
| 
| 


ng sedan" Morum coca 
Year Сое” 00 Fu Tie positions svalbie 


|IT SALES REP. 


Соода Graduate ' Proloaby 1-4 yrs expand 
iocahzrg п Sales-Enginsering Technical! 
TT or equivalent *25 Full-Time postions avaliable 
CALL CENTER MANAGER 
WORKFORCE ANALYST 
MARKETING MANAGER 


SOFTWARE DEVELOPERS 


FREE ASSESSMENT 


OPEN HOUSE | 


- Female 

= Accounting graduate 

= Must have two years experience in general 
accounting and bookkeeping 

~ Computer iterate 


Office Coordinator 
= Female 
Т Must be an Engineer, BS Chem or any 
related profession 
‘We welcome fresh graduates 


Interested applicants are requested to apply in 
person and send thelr resume with 2x2 photo al 


495 Andros St. Phase 4, Visa Verde Executive 


Village, Cainta, Rizal 1900 or Email: 
technichem G pacilic neL.ph. 


CLINIC PHYSICIANS 


ELE тарлан оттү ватана peo 
"a nta comewag ny v pie Fay 


а 
morass payacana en senior ариу ник love don. 
d 


eis татр pem. coo 
NURSES 
—— hai, o an 
‚Ае yn cparanca mena hosp wat 
BN pose common a 


pm — Y 


VEHICLE INSURANCE 
MARKETING 
COORDINATOR 


Male or Female, not more than 35 years old 
Apply In parson wilh Blodata and ID photo to: 


MANTRADE DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 
(NON-NISSAN SHOP) 
2280 Pasong Tamo Extension Макай City 
Look for Mr. Tony Cosme. j 
- Tel. No, 843-8011 foc. 251 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2004 


URGENTLY NEEDED 


A financial institution is'in need of 
highly dynamic individuals to fill-up 
the following positions for its 1st 
Quarter Expansion program for 2005 


AUDITORS/ACCOUNTING 
CLERK ACCOUNT SERVICE 


PERSONNEL 

* Male/Female; 21-25 years old 
Accounting Graduate 
Can work under pressure with 
minimum supervision. 
Willing to be assigned in the 
following areas: Luzon-Metro 
Manila / Antipolo/Malolos / San 
Fernando, La Union / Sta. Cruz 
Laguna / Legaspi City / Masbate, 
Visayas-Raxas City / Iloilo City / 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


)Marhet 


BUILD A CAREER WITH US! 


Do you have what it takes to be in a highly competitive, sales-oriented 
environment? We are looking for ACHIEVERS to join our team as: 


BRANCH HEADS 


(Metro Manila, Bacolod, Batangas City, Cagayan De Oro, Davao, Lipa, Sta. Rosa, Tarlac ) 


Borongan / Catbalogan / Carcar. 


PROGRAMMER 

* Male not more than 30 years old 
BS Computer Science Graduate 
At least two (2) years work 


Minimum of 5 years sales experience in a managerial capacity; Consistent in reaching sales targets 
Branch banking experience preferred but not required Client centered and values customer service 
Self-driven and results oriented; Proven leadership capabilities 


MARKETING OFFICER колдо) 


‘experience as Programmer 
Knowledgeable in development of 
program Application using 
Windows & DOS based system 
Exposure in LAN set up programs 
& NT Server 

Willing to travel in different 


Minimum of 2 years proven track record in sales (in a supervisory capacity) 
With significant and extensive experience in developing marketing plans 
Must be Chinese-speaking; Client centered and values customer service 
Highly assertive and can work with minimal supervision; Highly proficient in MS Office 


PRODUCT MANAGER 


provinces 


GENERAL QUALIFICATIONS: 

* Honest/Hardworking/People 
Oriented 

* Excellent in oral and written 
‘Communication 


Applicants may send their resumé with 


Degree 


in Business Administration, Marketing or Mass Communication 


With at least 2 years experience in Product Marketing or Sales as a junior officer 
сап conceptualize and implement marketing programs; Preferably with experience in handling the OFW market 
Highly creative and proficient in MS Office; Excellent presentation skills 


COLLECTIONS OFFICERS 


Excellent team player and can work with minimal supervision 


2X2 picture and transcript of records to 
(please indicate the position applied 
for & the area of preference) 


Box No. KA-010-04 MT 
cfo Philippine Daily Inquirer 
GIF Trinity Bldg. 
#636 Т.М. Kalaw St. 
Ermita, Manila 


Between 26-35 years old; At least 3 years experience in Collections gained from a credit card company 


(the last 2 years of which in a supervisory level) 


Good leadership skills; analytical and is able to recognize or anticipate problems 
and recommend timely, cost-efficient solutions; Client-centered and values customer service 


Equipped with excellent, persuasive negotiation skills 


Performs well under pressure and is prepared to extend working hours when necessary 


ACCOUNT OFFICER (mortgage Banking) 


5-STAR HOTEL TRAINING 
(With Hotel Certification Upon Completion) 


On-The-Job Training Courses For Various Areas 
Tn Hotel & Fine Dining Restaurant Operations: 


Between 25-29 years old; With at least one (1) year experience as account officer for housing loans 
Previous experience in handling end-buyer financing for developers (an advantage) 
Assertive and results-oriented; With excellent interpersonal, communication and presentation skills 


COLLECTIONS ASSISTANTS 


Proficient in MS Office 


Front Office Operations (Front Deck Bel Semice) 
Food & Beverage Operations 
Barê Restaurant Operations) 
Housekeeping Operations [Rooms Рис Area) 
Laundry Operations 
Kitchen Operations 
2 Banquet 
Butchery 
Coffee Shop Operations 
Сой Section Salads, ec. 
Hot Secion/ Specialty Cooking 
Hygiene & Santaton 
Inventory & Cost Control 
2 Pasty Secion 
> Stewarding Operations (Ut) 
Be Qualified to Workin International Hotels, 


Between 22-27 years old; Graduate of any business course 


Preferably with at least 6 months collections experience gained from a credit card company 
Can work with minimum supervision and prepared to extend working hours when necessary 
Resourceful and is able to prioritize tasks; Excellent communication and negotiation skills 


INTERESTED APPLICANTS MAY SEND THEIR RESUME WITH 
2 х1” COLORED I PICTURE TO: 


THE HUMAN RESOURCES GROUP 
Recruitment Department 
PSBank Center, 777 Paseo de Roxas camer Sedeo St., Makati Chy 


Restaurants & Luxury Cruise Liners and, Етай: recnitmentgpibonk com gh 


EARNUSSSSI! 
ARCHER RESOURCES 


Consultancy & Training Center 
‘Uni 2902A, 2UF West Tokit Tower. 
hi Stock Exchange Caner. Origas, Pasig ity, MM 
"теа (622) 6872447 
Training Cooecinator Ms. Geraldine Y. Argayoso 


SANGRETECH ASIA 
BIOMEDICAL CORPORATION 


А corporation based at the Asian Hospital and Medical Center 
‘Muntinlupa City is in need of the following: 


PRODUCTION ASSOCIATE I/I 


Requirements: 


Bachelor's Degree in Biology/Life 5: 
103 years of related experience 
Experience with lab equipment, mammalian cell culture, sterile 
techniques, computers and intermediate mathematical skis. 
Ability to assemble, disassemble, operate and understand 
‘complex equipment per standard operating procedures (SOPs). 
“billy to understand, apply, and evaluate basic chemistry, biology 
and physical principles as appropriate for the position 

Skill in handling multiple responsibilities, tasks and projects 
simultaneously including ability to shift priorities. 

Excellent communication skills and a good command of the 
English language. 

Ability and motivation to learn and perform new techniques in 
‘cellular and molecular biology according to SOP 

Experience in flow cytometry is desirable 


Job Descriptions: 
Under general supervision, employees will perform: 
= Manufacturing processes according to Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOPs). Specific hands on operation 
responsibilities include: 
* operating new complex critical processing equipment 
* immunology and сей culture procedures 
* preparing manufacturing batch records 
* preparing required materials 
selling-up, cleaning and sanitizing production area 
* other proceduras as assigned 
* Quality control (QC) procedures according to SOPs. Specific. 
responsibilities include: 
performing QC assays which include flow cytometry, 
microscopy, and other assays as needed 
producing assay reports * 
‘monitoring critical processes 
‘executing routine validation protocols 
olher procedures as assigned 
= General administrative duties as assigned 


noes or equivalent with 1 


Qualified applicants may be posted abroad, 


Interested applicants are requested to тай their bio-dala 
with latest photo and transcrip of records to: 


Sangretech Asia Biomedical Corporation 
clo Laurel Law Offices 
“15th Floor, JMT Corporate Condominium 
Ондас Canter, Pasig City 


ose APPLICATION «position desired as subject ine) 
Deadline for supmisson 1s Friday, 31 December 2004 


Previous appliconts need not apply. 


IPSEN 


Innovation lor patent core 


IPSEN. one of he top Shesktheare companies in France anda leading research & 
development group in ће feds of oncology, endocrinology and neuromuscular 
disorders. isin need of the best applicants lo pursue a challenging and rewarding 
career wilhın ts TronscontnentalAsia Operations as 


REGIONALMEDICAL AFFAIRS MANAGER 


TReporung i Kuala Lumpur Malaysia) 


Reporting to the Medico-Marketing Manager for Transcontinental Asia, and 
functionally lo the Medical Department in Pans, France, the successful candidate 
shall be tasked wih identfyng. evaluating and trainng investigators and study 
Stafi, preparing and reviewing informed consent documents and regulatory Hes, 
тасыр and reporing study sie progress and assisting in negotating and 
managing cinical study budgets. Besides managing investigative stes, he/she 
mus! monitor cinica! studies, депу end clay deficencies as wel as review and 
resolve decrepances in cimcal dala. Other responsibilities include 
bhamacongiance management, medical vaktaton of Asia marketing ios 
‘medical raming of Ipsen employees and partners and networkang ol key opinion 
leaders. Our requroments are zs follows: 


и. Medical Doctor, Philippine board certifies 

® Speciakzaton in pharmacology or any ofthe key Ipsen specialties, 
an advantage bul not a requirement 

x Good problem solving abies and experience in undertaking clinical 
research and medical wnting, а bg plus 
Excellent Enghsh communicatons siiis, both wrilen and verbal 
‘Wing to travel extensively 

& Adept in MS ойсе partculaly Excel, PowerPoint, Word and Outlook 


Remuneration package wil depend on qualification and working experience 
Interested candidates are invited to apply by sending a detailed resume incuding 
‘expected salary, contact telephone number and a non-returnable passport-size 
photograph before 281 December 2004 to the folovang address 


The Country Manager 
IPSEN Philippine Operations 

Sota 24.04, One San Migue! Avenue 
(Ortigas Center, Pasig Сау 1600 
“Telephone: (463 2) 657 6575 

amak: ocervinBcompass com ph 


visi our website at: www jpsen com 


LICENSED 
NURSE/PHYSICIAN 
Female, of good moral character, physically fit, intelligent, 
по children, willing to take psychological and medical 


evaluations with polygraph tests. interested in pursuing 
graduate studies. 


Text or call 0917-9421263 or 0916-2358767 


for further details. 


Proficient in MS Office 


PSBank 


PHILIPPINE SAVINGS BANK 
А METROBANK SUBSIDIARY 


; IPSEN 


Innovation for patent care 


IPSEN, one ofthe op 5 healthcare companiesin France and a leading research & 
development group in ihe fits of oncology, endocrinology and neuromuscular 
disorders, is in need of only the best applicants to pursue a challenging and 
rewarding career within its newly established Philippine Operations, We have 
urgent requeements for the follovang postions: 


P.A. to the Country Manager 
Biotech Specialty Representatives 


Maiolfemale, no more than 36 years of age 

Highly aliracive with pleasant yet assertve personally and slong 
enireprenural spint 

Passionate, dedicated, trustworthy team players and leaders who are ` 
delermined to advance quickly in their respective careers. 

Graduale of a 4-yr. college course or equivalent, preferably in 
marketing, managemen or a healthcare science course 

High cnical and analytical skis with a strong grasp of details 
Exceptional planning and organizing skis 

Excellent Engish communications stills, both written and verbal wilh 
knowledge ol Chinese, Cebuano or French, an advantage 

Above average to advanced computer sls (MS Excel, Word, 
PowerPoint and Outlook) 

No plans of migrating within the nex! 5 years 

Experience in the pharmaceutical industry, especially with small lo 
‘medium-size companies may be an advantage, bul not necessary 


‘Successful applicants con look forward to а challenging work experience in the 
pharmaceutical industry, including an atiracive compensation, incentive and 
Benefit package that includes regular travel abroad and around the country, with 
the opportunty tobe part ofthe team that is poneenng the IPSEN business in the 
Phiippines.Inferested parues should come in business atire with their 
comprehensive resumes and 2x2 colored photographs between 1:30pm to 4:30 
ron Monday, 20 December or Tuesday, 21 December, 2004 


IPSEN Philippine Operations 
Sule 24.04, One San Mguel Avenue 
Ortgas Center, Pasig Сіў 1600 
Telephone: (463 2) 687 85 75 

emat odarvin@@compass.com ph 


visit our website at www ipsen.com 


From the nation’s No. 1 Newspaper: INQUIRER 


| JEB 


"teal ery Sonday vith hap Daye 


Ayala 
Property 
Management 
Corporation 


A 


invites 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


young, dynamic and innovative professionals 
for the following positions: 


SENIOR BUILDING ENGINEER (Code: SBE) 
* Licensed ME/EE/CE. 
+ With 3 years hands on experience in building/facilities management, 
preventive maintenance or its equivalent 
= Must be able to handle/supervise people 


JR. FACILITIES/BUILDING ENGINEERS (Code: BE) 
+ Licensed ME/EEICE. 
+ With at least 1 year experience in any technical-related field 
* Those with experience in building/facilitics management will be given 
preference. 
= Computer literate 


JUNIOR ACCOUNTANT (Code: JOA) 
+ CPA 
+ With atleast 6 months experience in general accounting 
* Knowledge in SAP a definite advantage 


PROJECT ENGINEERS (Code: TSG-PE) 
+ Licensed ME. 
» With at least 1 year exposure in construction/project. 
management 
+ Those with experience in Testing & Commissi 
building equipment will have definite advantage 


ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT (Code: AA) 
* Graduate of BS Accounting or Business Administration 
1 Withat least 1 year related experience in office works 
1 Proficient in computer applications (Word, Excel, 
Powerpoint) 


ing of 


Ай applicants must also meet the following qualifications: 


have above average communication skills (oral and writen) 
V. can deliver efficient customer service 
V. willing to work on weekends and holidays 


Interested applicants can mail their comprehensive resumé together with a copy 
of the Transcript of Records, 2x2 picture and contact numbers to: 


Position Code: 
SIT Glorietta 4 


Ayala Center, Makati City 


Or send it in plain text or MS Word 97 version to Recruitment @ayalaproperty.com.ph 


A US-based I.T. Company is in urgent need of dynamic individuals 
for its Philippine office. 


OB Market..." 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2004 


ohn Clements 


sultants, Inc. 


Our client is the world's leading provider of 
transportation services. To support their 
Philippine operations, they are looking for a top. 
caliber candidate to occupy this vital role. 


INTERNAL LEGAL 
COUNSEL 


Keyword: <IL¢> 


Responsible for the day-to-day legal operations of 
the company, the best-fit candidate should be able 
to present the following credentials: 


+ Bar Passer, with 2-4 years of experience 
in Labor and Maritime Legal as well as P & 
I claims 
Expert in the legal system & substantive pro- 
cedural law 
With background or knowledge in local and 
international maritime laws 
Proficient in English, both oral & written; 
Highly analytical and with strong leadership 
skills 


Ап attractive remuneration package awaits the chosen candidate. 
Aspirants may forward their resumes indicating the keyword init 
andin the e-mail subject ine, to the address below or send SMS 
by typing Profile(space)ckeywords (space) «name, cellphone 
& landline numbers and send to 700JOBS (700-5627). FOR 
SMART USERS ONLY. 


Web Programmers / Application Developers 
V Advanced knowledge in Java Script, VBScript, ASP, 
ASP.NET and Visual Basic programming languages. 
v. Sufficient background in SQL Server 
Y Background on GIS applications an advantage 


CAD Support Engineers 
V/ Degree in Engineering (Civi / Electrica! | Mechanical) or 
Architecture. 
Advanced Knowledge in AutoCAD VBA 
‘Strong communication and troubleshooting skills to 
support US-based Engineering customers. 
Must be willing to work on different shifts 


Systems Engineer 
Demonstrated skills in Windows 2000/2003 
‘Advanced hardware, software & network troubleshooting 
and support skills 
Active Directory Services Management 
Security Management & Group Policy Objects 
Working background on Unix / Oracle preferred 
Minimum 2 years experience on Windows Server support 


Technica! Documentation Officer 


Finance and Admin Officer 


Candidates must be between 21 to 35 years old, with good 
interpersonal skilis, and able to work efficiently under pressure. 


College graduate of any 4-year course 

Excellent written and oral communication skills 

Highly effective organization skills 

Experienced in writing proposals and user documentations 
for software applications 

Knowledge in project management tools an advantage. 
Proficiency in computer applications required 


/ Business degree in Accounting or Finance 

/ Knowledgeable in accounting principles, practices and 
financial reporting. 

V. Must have at least 2 years experience in related work 

V. Proficiency in related computer applicationsPreferably with 
office administration experience 


Please send your resume with 2x2 colored picture to : 


33 - D Rufino Pacific Tower 
6784 Ayala Ave. Makati City 1226 


required 
ACE PROMOTION & 


3l? 
o MARKETING CORPORATION 


The Leader in the Promotions and Marketing Industry 
is in URGENT NEED of two (2) 


PROJECT MANAGERS 


Male / Female with ages 23 to 35 years old 
College Graduate with atleast two years experience in а field 
research work environment 

‘Apperson with a pro-active attitude thal works with minimal 
‘supervision 

Has good communication and can analyze and evaluate fied 
research work results 

Knows well the Visayas and Mindanao Region 

Competinve compensation commensurate lo Qualificatons 
Applicants must be wiling lo be assigned in Cebu or Davao 


Send your Resume with a 2x2 picture to any of the folowing: 
Head Office: 


RECRUITMENT OFFICER 
‘Ace Promotion and Marketing Corporation 
#144 Pinatubo Brig., Pinatubo SL, Mandaluyong City 


Email address: brian arcilla@acepromolion com ph 


office: 
AREA OPÉRATIONS MANAGER 


‘Ace Promotion and Marketing Corporation 
#6 Franco Warehouse Hiway Seno, 
Mandaue City Cabu 


Email address: acacebu@pldtdsl nat 


Davao Office: 
AREA OP IANAGER 

‘Ace Promotion and Marketing Corporation 

Km. 9 Bo. Pamapanga, Hizon В. Davao 


Email Address: acadavao@nldtdsl ne} 


COMPOSITE 
GROUP OF 
COMPANIES 


EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR OF IMPORTED CON- 
FECTIONERY BRANDS SUCH AS TOBLERONE, 
NESTLE, FERRERO & VAN HOUTEN 


SALES REPRESENTATIVE 


Male / Female 25-32 years old 

Al least 2 years experience selling to supermarkets 
Highly initiative and can work effectively with minimal 
supervision 

Good communication skills and computer literate 
Resulls-oriented and can work well with peers 
Applicants for Cebu base also accepted 


‚ CONTACT: 8123601 TO 03 
BRING RESUME, 1 X 1 PICTURE & CERY. OF EMPLOYMENT 


ARIEL'S meat PRODUCTS 


A fast growing company engaged in manufacturing and sales ol various 

‘would like to invite qualiied applicants for iis expansion 
programs. Atractve and competiive package ike Company Car, Salary & 
Representation Allowances awaits for those who are qualiied in the 
(оомо positons. 


Account 
imum 5 years expenance in accountng and tance assgament 
Graduate ol BS Accountancy 
Kaowtedge in Peachtree, Quickbooks or oiher similar system 
Keowedga in Tax Laws а must 
Wang o be assigned n Pampanga 


Marketing Manager 
23 years oxpereneo п Menem ol Meo! Products or Consumer ems 
- Ma So yeas or above 
Warg be aspen Luzon area 
Xoonteigs dy chenta 7 custmars ia koy areas 
- боин cl B.S, Майгилр or uses Management kom reputable 
‘eon 


Distribution / Logistics Manager 
Manum 2 years exparance v Osinbution of consumer products 
= Knowledge In current desirbuton systems 
Malo, 30 yoars old ог above 
- Tobe based n Pampanga area 


HRD / Personnel Manager 

Minimum 5 yoars expenonce as НА Supenrsor Manager 

Graduate of BS. Psychology is prolorod 

Should be wol versed /knowiodgeabie in labor laws 
Knowledge in various employees development programs is an advantage. 
- Female, 30 years cid or above 


g | Finance Manager 


Interested applicants can visit us wih resumé at Unit 1A Vicencio Condo. #284 
‘Sto. Rosano St. Brgy. Pavia, Mandaluyong Cy. Toi No. 531-1343, Tololax No 
531-1208. 


PEARL GARDEN HOTEL IN “PERSISTENT PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE 
IN SERVICE AND ACCOMMODATION" NEEDS RESULT ORIENTED PEOPLE 
TO JOIN OUR "DREAM TEAM". 


SALES EXECUTIVE 


Мае Ропа, 24-28 years оп. onergei. pleasing personaly. sel-natraed, 
‘realest vis personal тизил, good conmocenon Sus, computer Heralê. 
Filo scam s an adartage. 

Vat охоо hole corporate, evel and Vade and government accounts В an 


адаса. 

Freteraby BS Marking Business Adniistaton or Mass Commumcaton grados 
Good remueraten package mih commissions lor Iho Quake? prospective 
appicans г 


NIGHT/INCOME AUDITOR 
Nd 
> Wille reporting t igh эте and ий эво ac as Nighi Олу Оћск. 

2. Маларотен onto, ойнотту. honest and dependable 
7. BSBABccoortng Mapris an advarage or ts egerint in xpodenca. 

COST CLERK 

^ Malo alos 24-30 ears ck, ih expanence in ood and beverage costo rece 
ind creating procedures. 
> байав d BSBA major n Account is an advantage. 


Арала are requested to send ihok resend wit 2507 photo a! Pea Gordon Holt HAL 
Personne Dept. £1700 M4 Adnatco SL. сот болог! Malvar SL. Maiale. Met Manis 


оп тее 


== 5 
£5, $ ® Professional 
= БР Staffers 
A Division of John Clements Consultants 
Level 128, LKG Tower, 6801 Ayala Avenue, Мака} City 
‘Telephone: (+63 2) 884-1227, 884-1169, 884-1418, 884-1168 
Look for: Noemi Ebarle 
E-mail Address: noemi.ebarle@johnclements.com 
visit: www.johnelements.com 


Do you want to join the Most 
Outstanding* and Top Savings** 
bank of the country today? 


* 2004 Most Outstanding Savings Bank by 
Consumers Union of the Philippines 
** 2003/2004 Top Savings Bank by National 
Consumers Affairs Foundation 


Citystale Savings Bank, Inc., one of the fastest growing publicly 
listed savings banks, jointly owned by Filipino-Singaporean 
investors, are looking for the following individuals: 


JEWELRY APPRAISERS 


Responsible in the appraisal of jewelry 

Must have al least one (1) year experience in jewelry 
appraising 

Must possess high degree of integrity 

At least college graduate 


/ BRANCH MANAGERS (BM) 
BRANCH OPERATING OFFICERS 


Responsible in the over-all management of the branch (BM ) 
"Those with existing deposit or loan portfolios are preferred 
(6M) 

Must have working experience in branch operations 


MARKETING ASSISTANTS 
AND TELLERS 


Responsible in deposit and loan generation as well as 
‘account management (for MARKETING ASSISTANTS) 
Responsible for regular tellering functions, bills payment, 
philhealih collections and ATM loading ( TELLERS) 
Single, college graduate, at least 21 to 25 years old 
Excellent communication skills 


Please send your credentials to 


CITYSTATE SAVINGS BANK, INC. 
Human Resources Development Department 
Citystate Centre Building. 
тоз Shaw Boulevard, Pasig City 
Tel. No. 636-3333 / 637-9843 


Or email to : hrd@citystatesavings.com 


www.citystatesavings.com 


NURSES FOR NEW ZEALAND 


Rofobio Recruitment Corporation (POEA License No, 2801-052802- 
Inecoporeton wit Arcee Nursing lolermatonel Limited Acered. No. 73580. 


Urgonty needs 100 Regeterod Nurses to work In NEW ZEALAND. Allonst 2 
years sold working expartence in a Hosptal 


nerina сондай олана, 
Sy mp wc NG nus 
sare 
mesons pean 
+ К Елошше exce any of lta комир, COU, PICU. 
EB GET ON ED ОАЕ tea 


"HOLDERS OF NEW ZEALAND, UNITED KINGDOM (UKCC) AUSTRALIAN OR 
IRELAND NURSING REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE WILL BE EMPLOYED 
IMMEDIATELY. 

PASSERS OF IELTS (ACADEMIC) RESULT. SPEAKING & WRITING. 7.0 AND 
MATH OVERALL BANO OF 7.0 OR ABOVE IS AN ADVANTAGE" 


Passors of CGFNS, TOEFL, TSE ond TWE aro exemple from IELTS. 
ForPrelesstonal and Personal Advancement, New Zealand is lor youl! 


Please submit Gola rosumá to 


RELIABLE RECRUITMENT CORPORATION 
1166 Groy St, Ета, Mania 

{ot No. 5222128152613107 8251935 

Fax No 8216119 

Ermat role @skyinoLnot 


когон conducted DAILY 
MAG-INGAT SA LEGAL RECRUITER 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER mia 


JOB Marker 


LBP SERVICE A prestigious manpower solutions 


CORPORATION and contract service provider, is in 
need of the following personne! 


PROFESSIONAL MECHANICAL ENGINEER 


MALE ; Registered Mechanical Engineer with Professional License; 

At least 10-15 years experience as Resident/Design Engineer for commercial/institutional 
projects; 

Preferably with knowledge in the implementation of Fire Protection & HVAC Systems. 


SANITARY ENGINEER 


MALE; Licensed Sanitary Engineer; 
At least 10 years experience as Resident/Design Engineer for commercial/institutional 


HR CLERK 


FEMALE; B.S. Psychology graduate; 
Not more than 28 years old: 
‘With at least 1 year relevant experience in Recruitment and Training. 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2004 


€——— гатты. 


Comet 10 the purple we serve 


THE WORLD BANK 
Requires A 
Social Development and Operations Officer 


‘The World Bank Office Manila (WBOM) seeks a candidate with strong operational experience in social 
development, community-driven development (CDD). post-conflict work, and capacity building. The position 
will be an Extended Term Consultant (ETC) appointment for one year renewable for a second year based 
on satisfactory performance and on the mutual agreement of the Bank and the Consultant. It will be subject. 
to local recruitment and offers an opportunity to work on development challenges facing the Philippines ina 
global development organization. Based in Manila, the selected candidate is expected to travel frequently 
within the country. 

‘The successful candidate will work in the World Bank Office Manila (WBOM) under the technical gui 

of the Social Development and Mindanao Teams and will report directly to the Social Sector Coordinator, 
Environment and Social Development Unit, WBOM. 


Scope of Work 
He/She will have the following major duties and responsibilities: 
| 1. Project Development and Implementation. Participate in cross-sectoral task teams to design, 
ACCOUNTING CLERKS/ BOOKKEEPERS document, supervise and evaluate projects with social dimensions of development and community-driven 
M асан E development, especially in Mindanao; assist task teams in identifying and working with appropriate government 
Not more than 30 years old; Civil Service ЕҢ and civil society partners for project design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation. Participate in 
With or without relevant experience. Supervision missions, mid-term reviews, and project completion missions. 
Applicants must be from the following regions/provinces: NCR / (Region I): Batanes, 2... Post Conflict. Work with the Social Development and Mindanao Teams to guide and advise the project 
Pangasinan, La Union, locos Region, Quirino / (Region П): Cagayan Valley, Isabela, and other stakeholders at the various levels to clarify sound institutional arrangements for peace and 
Nueva Vizcaya / (Region Ш): Pampanga, Bulacan, Nueva Ecija, Bataan, Zambales, development work in Mindanao, and help design, mobilize and facilitate capacity building programs, including 
‘Tarlac / (CAR): Baguio, Benguet, Abra, Mt. Province, Kalinga, and Apayao. conflict management and conflict-resolution, for Mindanzo-based and focused institutions. 
3. Local Government Support and Capacity Building. Help to operationalize the focus on the local 
GENERAL CLERKS platform by looking for opportunities and designing programs/developing ways within existing and future 
a ae uet CDD projects to increase the capacity of LGUs to take the lead in planning and implementing local projects 
Шш oti OR Coase Wins кош кос using CDD approaches of participation, empowerment and good governance. 
: 4. Support Analytical and Policy Work. Provide analytical support to teams working on harmonization 
Interested applicants may visit our office at the 9* floor, Century Tower, of country systems, simplification of procedures on social safeguard policies; harmonization of CDD approaches 
O к. IV. dein Gavia Se: Salcedo VIS Maul СИУ across Bank-funded projects; and other analytical work undertaken by the Social Development Team, 
or may сїй Valerie or Maries! at (02) 753-1635, E-mail: Ibpeserlobelines com. 5. Other Tasks. Assist in other tasks as assigned by the Social Sector Coordinator in various thematic 
areas, stich as social safeguards, responsive und accountable public institutions, social protection, etc. 
Participate in meetings, workshops and other tasks as assigned. 


resumé 
instantly, 


n jobmarketonline com. 


Selection Criteria. 
Master's degree or higher in anthropology, sociology, development economics, social welfare or 
other relevant social sciences. 
Strong operational background with atleast 10 years of relevant professional experience in designing 
and implementing CDD projects. 
Strong work experience in post-conflict and conflict management programs, especially in 
Experience working with LGUs, especially on capacity building programs, is highly desirable. 
Effective oral and written communication skills in English and Tagalog, and proficient computer skills. 
Good interpersonal skills and demonstrated capacity to work effectively in teams 
Willing to travel frequently to and stay for extended periods of time (3 to 4 weeks) in remote rural areas. 


A Member of the 
Ua Fung Group 


А 
ADS Logistics 


IDS LOGISTICS (PHILIPPINES), INC. 


IDS Logistics (Philippines), Inc. is a member of the LI & Fung Group, the 
premier Pan-Asian provider of supply chain services specializing in 
manufacturing, logistics and marketing. 


As a leading provider of third-party logistics services across Asia and in the 
Philippines, IDS Logistics operates an extensive network of Distribution 
Centers, Customer Service Centers and Depots in major locations across 
the country. 


We pride oursalves in having a diversa team of committed, mult-skiled and 
experienced staff who share a passion lor excellence in providing logistics 
Services to customers. We are continuing to build and grow our partnerships 
With cients, most of thers leading multinational companies in their respective 
Sectors. As such, there is a need to recruit new. members to join our team 
andto grow with us. 


At this limo, we seek qualified individuals for the following kay positions in 
‘our organization: 


WAREHOUSE OPERATIONS MANAGER 


‘Assumes responsibility for directing the over-all operations of a Distribution 
Center for fast-moving consumer goods, with high levels of volume for dally 
Inbound and outbound transactions. 
University degree in Engineering, pret 
Mechanical 
3 years managerial experience gained Irom manufacturing or 
distribution sector, In the fast-moving consumer goods or 
automotive industry. 
Excellent track record in logistics and operations management. 


The World Bank offers a competitive compensation package based on the local market and attractive medical 
plan. Please send your application letter, with a comprehensive resume with details of your work experience, 
academic records, recent photo, references (at least three names with full contact details) not later than Jan. 
2, 2005 to :KSearch Asia Consulting, Inc., c/o Ruby Barcelona at 22/F 139 Corporate Centre, 139 Valero 
St, Salcedo Village, Makati City or email to rubib@ksearchasia.com or fax to 893-6259 


Only applicants who will be short-listed will be called upon for interview. 


ably Industrial or 


[ДЗ 


Adept In modern business solutions and systems, particularly in 
‘warehouse operations & Inventory management. 


TRANSPORTATION MANAGER 


WII oversee the operations of the Transportation Management Group and 
willbe responsible for the growth of this business unit 
University degree In Engineering or other related course. 
удав managerial experienco i а fright management reed 
+ Adapt with transportation management systems. 
Interested parties who meet the above qualifications are requested 
10 submit their comprehensive resume to: 
Human Resource Department. 
10S Logistics (Philippines) Inc. 
No, 29 Industria Street, Bagumbayan, Quezon City 
Email: logistics recrultmentlldsgroup.com Fax Nos : 687-3630 


ONLY CANDIDATES WHO MEET THE ABOVE QUALIFICATIONS 
WILL BE CALLED FOR INTERVIEW. 


‘CLOSING DATE FOR ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS IS 
‘OW JANUARY 3, 2005. 


Aconpany цао in ийин Sanitation roduc эла ening equipement looking for 
iere gy compen adf диеп Alale Female is flop de lowing oso. 


Sales Executive 

Gerla of eng or Bebe Mangement 
але ire 

Fer maior ad ica 

[re chilean incon an anos 

uet Ue 

Mam a coding m su 

ааа bore E 


Custodial Technician/Supervisor 
Se ee 
p —— 
Назике on how o operate lor machines speciei ће Ашо Scrubber 
алат 


Please sena your Cor Vid with pono x 

Hunan Rees е 
Dorgali Aer Ies Clique 
‘be 24103 aa Cavite 


Ore vm Mashed com 


PLAN YOUR EMPLOYMENT NEXT YEAR, 
NOW!!! 

INTERVIEW WITH THE REPRESENTATIVE FROM 
JUNG YA INTERNATIONAL CO., LTD. 
TAIPEI, TAIWAN R.O.C. 

December 17, 2004, Friday 9:002.m. 


FEMALE CARETAKERS 


2210 35 YEARS OLD 
ATLEAST HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE 
BASIC SALARY P25,344.00 (NTS15,840.00) 


PLUS REST DAY OT, PAY 
RRJM 


International Manpower Services, Inc, 
cael FOCH STADT 


Unit 301 ECRDC Condominium Tel, No. $33-9946/5312374 
#496 Barangka Drive cor Talumpong St, Mandaluyong City 
No Fees lo be Collected." 


JOBS, JOBS, JOBS! 


More than 600,000+ overseas job openings 
for Filipinos! 


Doctors, Nurses, Engineers, 
Programmers, Entertainers, Nannies, 
Construction Workers, etc. 


For employers easy access to your deals 
„Submit your resume to : www.yossn.com/jobs| 
= For job search text "jobs" to: 

Globe: 2385 Smart : 276 
ra GE ieee 
p 


THE HERITAGE HOTEL MANILA, в managed by the Singapore-based Millennium & 
Copthorne International Listed ranked 3i Jed largest Pote! group Is London-based 
Sika Masses and Copthorne Hate pic is under УРОК dun aste 
'af St hoteis an 17 counties. 


THE HERITAGE HOTEL 


MANIA 


Dynamic and dedicated individuals meeting the qualification below are 
ited app 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


Job Description. 
' Reporting dct to the General Manager (GMI of GRAND PLAZA HOTEL 
CORFORÁIION, ening Company of The Hemage Hotel Mania. 
+ Handles al соайаспш matters of the GM. 
$ Handics vavel plans and expatriate lnimigration matters for the Company 


Job Qualification 
= Bachelors degree holders of any 4-year cours with excellent interpersonal and 
communication stis 
ous perience m secretary work. 
let А len 28 кэ о ih isat enel н 
lst фрау self -monaton inte, leader Уй and abc to do (ойон un. 
(cellent planning and organize skis 


Interested applicants are imited to send their resume compete wit relevant priua, 
Curent and expected sla together wi a eceatpassport-sce photograph ol later 
‘han бес. 31, 2004 a the following ейге 


ма YAM KIT SUNG 
General Manager 
‘Grand Piara Hotei Corporation 
той Foor, The Hentage Iloel Manda 
Roxas Boulevard си. EDSA Ext. 
Pasay Oty 


Cossenvarion 
yruasationat 


тта. 


FINANCE ASSOCIATE 


Conservation ntermationa-Phlippines (CIP) ia branch ot an international NGO 
that exsis for selenite, educational or charitable purposes. Inthe Philippines, 
IP's strategy is to promote ellectva conservation action in the most valuat 
remaining terrasal and marine ecosystems by working wilh key decisions 
makers af the national evel and at ina comdor level by demonstrating models of 
ecosystem conservation in key sts such as the Sierra Madre forests and the 
Palawan manna ecosystems. СІР ls current In need ol a Finance Associate 
who wll lake care ofthe processing ol nancial vansactions coming from the fiaid 
Ойсез and various sections from its national otic. 
Responsibilities: 
Process request for payment and prepare disbursemont vouchers and 
checks: 
Preparation and submission of required reports to government agencies; 
Le. BIR, SSS, Pagibig. Pleat, DOLE: 
Preparation о! stall semi monthly payroll; 
Patty cash fund custodianship and replenishment: 
Assist Ci stan ling claims and requests for bens from HMO and 
omer government agencies: 
Maintain an accurate and up-to-date accounting е records: 
Assist tha Accountant and Finance Manage in te preparation ol donor 
reports, budgets, nd review ol accounting policies. 
Minimum Qualiications/Skilis: 
Female, not ver 26 years old 
Bachelors degree major in Accounting or any related course 
Al least one year work experience in general accounting 
Experience in NGO work 
Computer iterate (Excel, Word 2000) 
Knowledge in Oracle linancals would be an advantage 
Patent, hardworking, cooperative and полов! 
Can work win minimum supervision 
Intorested applicants may submit meir application with comprehensive resumé 
‘ot lair than December 29. 2004 1: 
The Finance and Admin Manager. 
Conservation International-Philippines 
#5 South Lawin, Philam Homes, Quezon City 
(or email: aespiritu@conservation.org 
Previous applicants need not apply 
No phone cali please. Only those short-listed will be notified. 


P 
CYBERSOFT 


BATA NETWORKS, INC. 


NT HIR 
DATA ENC 


Single; At least College Level 
Must be computer literate 
Excellent typing speed ( at least 40 wpm with 99% 
accuracy) 
Related working experiences is an advantage 
Willing to comply with shifting schedules 
Must be available to work immediately 
Interested Applicants may submit personally their 
comprehensive resume with recent picture to: 


PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT 
5/F Pacific Corporate Center, 
131 West Avenue, Quezon City 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRES 


JOB Market... 
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Quiet and kind 


By Teresa R. Tunay, OCDS 


The word “quietly” in today's Gospel verse focus arouses 
my curiosity. Why would Joseph decide “to divorce her 
quietly” when he found Mary to be pregnant? To save 
face—his and hers? Such a gentle, discreet soul! 

It occurs to me that we, too, ordinary mortals in the 
workplace, get to practice such discretion when we em- 
ploy face-saving tactics for the sake of maintaining good- 
will at work. Some secretaries would be familiar with this. 
When the boss is under duress and cannot be as pleasant as 
usual, the secretary comes to the rescue, armed with ex- 
planations and excuses calculated to cover up his cranky 
mood and protect the feelings of would-be victims, espe- 
cially subordinates. 

Managers, too, use moderate face-saving measures on 
occasion. When a driver is too rigid to shake off bad driv- 
ing habits, the manager—foreseeing that he could get into 
an accident that would cause the loss of his job if not his 
life—preempts it by simply offering him an open door and 
an honorable dismissal. “It’s kinder to ask the driver to 
leave instead of firing him," this manager would say. 

This is not to say that we ought to tell lies just to main- 
tain a false sense of peace in the workplace. That would 
be downright silly, and could even result in bigger prob- 
lems, but face-saving under the above circumstances could 
be one's expression of faith—faith in man's ability to im- 
prove himself, to change for the better, knowing that 
people are willing to see through his imperfections the 
superior man within. (E-mail the author at teresa. 
de manila@yahoo.com) 


REFLECTIONS 
a FOR THE 
à. WORKING SOUL 


Ж 


ILLUSTRATION 


Gospel. Matthew 1: 18-24 
Joseph her husband... decided to divorce her quietly. Such was his inten- 
tion when, behold, the angel ofthe Lord appeared to him ina dream and said, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your 
home.” 


Values and decisions 
By Bishop Precioso D. Cantillas, SDB,DD 


PAOLO, an engineer working for a construction firm, e- 
mailed me saying that as a "constant reader" of this column, 
he is "always reminded of the subtle calling to be of service 
to my fellowmen through the Gospel.” While his work is “fi- 
nancially rewarding,” he is not planning to “climb up higher 
the corporate ladder” but instead feels the need to listen to 
the "silent call of Jesus Christ.” Paolo says he is now at a 
crossroad in his life and work. As I thank him for sharing 
with me his dilemma, my thoughts go to the many others 
in the same predicament. 

Our values—those which we hold very dearly in our life, 
and over which we are ready to lose everything we have— 
play a determining role in making very important decisions, 
particularly those, which can alter our direction in life and 
work. Those who consider money and whatever it can buy 
as of prime importance in their lives would choose a job that 
will give them the highest monetary compensation, Those 
who hold honor and prestige as priority would engineer 
their way to the top position in the company. Others who 
consider the family as the greatest treasure will select a 
work, which will enhance the growth of the family and not 
break it up. 

Being aware of the values, and deciding or choosing a course 
of action based on the supreme value, is what brings us to true 
and genuine happiness in this life and after. Joseph, the hus- 
band of Mary and commonly known as a carpenter, shows us 
in today's Gospel that God is the Supreme Value and doing His 
will is the course of action which brings us peace of mind. 
(E-mail the author at mivg@skyinet.net) 


Are you a whiner at work? 


From page 12 


30 should you, 


pests in 
the 
workplace, 
better 
shape 
up! 
Industrial 
experts offer a solution for 
self-improvement along this 
line: imagine your cowork- 
ers and superiors as 
potential in-laws. Project 
your best side as you do 
something to be in better 
control of your emotions. 


xamining 

your relationships with 

your family and the people 

$ close to you but outside of 
work. Level off with 
everyone. 


12 ne-examine, too, your most impor- 
tant relationship—with yourself and 
with your God. You'll know if it is as it 
should be, as you will have no reasons to 
be emotionally insecure. You will see 
the significance of your presence and 
role in the workplace and everything 
you do will reflect this. 


From page 12 

trust of your boss in your ca- 
pacity to perform in the higher 
position, etc. Perhaps, a college 
diploma can help, but there is 
more to a promotion than just 
that. 

In fact, with the rapid 
changes in technology, knowl- 
edge and skills that we have 
learned today could be ren- 
dered obsolete or irrelevant in 
five years. Remember the 
time when, no sooner than 
you have mastered Wordstar 
and Lotus, you had to learn 
Word and Excel again just to 
be at par with others? In the 
very near future, we all have 
to keep updating our compe- 
tencies every so often, at rates 
never experienced before. If 
you want to stay with the 


Looking for 


PROGRAMMERS/ 
SOFTWARE DEVELOPERS 


with the following qualifications: 


Must be an experienced Powerbuilder System 
Developers 

Must have an experience in converting 2-tier 
applications to 3-tier architecture 

Experience in developing web enabled and mobile 
applications (pocket builder) 

Innovative and hardworking 


Interested applicant should be available 
to start immediately 
Attractive salary offer. 
Please reply to pbprogrammers04yahoo.com 


A Warehouse and Distribution Firm 
is in need of the following: 


WAREHOUSE SPECIALIST (supervisor (cose ws) 


and 


DISTRIBUTION SPECIALIST (supervisor (code ns) 


College Degree Holder 

Computer Literate 

Detail Oriented and can work with minimum supervision 
With at least 2 years previous work experience gained from 
the food industry (preferably the top burger chains) 

With expertise in the operation and maintenance of an 
effective warehouse and or distribution system 


Please send your resumé with a 2 x 2 picture to: 
(pls. indicate code on the envelope) 


BOX NUMBER: 153 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
5th Fir. Bldg-B, SM Megamall, Edsa 
‘Mandaluyong City 


e-mail your resume: risaac@inquirer.com.ph 


wm GO2CONC Econ 


FREE ASSESSMENT 


722-1155 


VISIT US AT 
www.jobmarketonline.com 


Varco International inc 5 the words leading manulacturer and supplier of 
innovative dniling equipment and ng instrumentation, oilfield tubular 
inspections and internal coanng techniques, solids control systems and services 
and сойей tubing and pressure contro equipment for both land and offshore. 
dling operations Varco has a global presence with operations across si 
conbnenis, 49 countries and every major oilfield market in the world. Due to 
excellent growth prospects, we have openings for 


Trainee Coating Plant Manager 
Your reipansbiities 
lange production, quality and delivery deadlines 
nage personnel ol plant 
ener aê report for Management 
Develop customers by conducting presentations 
{Review techincal specication and commercia! documents 
1 Bid preparation for locat and foreign projects including Jump sum turnkey 


Requirements: 

+ Degree in Chemical Engineering or equivalent 

+ Fresh graduates are welcome to apply 

1 knowiegde of Bahasa Indonesia ls an added advantage 


As this is at entry-level position, fresh graduates will be considered, 


Maintenance Foreman 

Your responsis: 

Y Perlorm repai andlor maintenance on blasting machines oil fied gas overs, 
Compressor and coating dollies of costing pian including but not limited 
to Clerical, Mechanical Hydraulics and Penumatis 


Requirements: 
+ DegreerDiplomo in Electrical Engineering or equivalent 
1 Ability to perform preventive maintenance 

£ Fresh graduates are welcome to apply 


эне offer a competitive compensation package based on your qualifications 
and experience. 


Please submit a written application by 26 December 2004 to 
mrublyah@varco.com 


Tuboscope 


AVarco Company 


WITH 1 TO 2 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE IN LITIGATION 
AND GOOD WRITING SKILLS 

NEEDED BY LAW FIRM 
BASED AT THE PHILIPPINE 
STOCK EXCHANGE CENTRE 
IN ORTIGAS. GUARANTEED 
MINIMUM YEARLY INCOME 
P270,000. 


Call Vina 6346487 to 89 
for Appointment 


College undergrad seeks career ... 


pack, you have to study and 
learn deliberately. If you 
want to be ahead, you have to 
do that very aggressively. 
Lifelong learning 

In the new economy, com- 
petition is so severe that if you 
think you are not getting bet- 
ter, you are surely getting 
worse. There is no status 
quo—there is no standing 
still, because everybody who 
wants to succeed or lead must 
be one step ahead. 

If you want to succeed in 
today's workplace, you must 
not only be content with a 
college diploma. No, I'm not 
saying that you should have a 
master’s degree or a Ph.D. 
Many of the successful ty- 
coons don’t even have college 
diplomas, but they did not 


have to compete for promotion 
as supervisor. 

Anybody who wants to suc- 
ceed today must engage in 
"lifelong learning,” That's the 
new buzzword nowadays that 
even the International Labor 
Organization (ILO) is pushing 
countries to adopt, if they 
want global competitiveness, 

Discipline 

A strict regimen would 
probably include reading at 
least two hours a day on 
your area of specialization. 
Have a mind just like a 
sponge, always taking in 
new information from every 
conceivable source—news- 
papers, magazines, Internet, 
books, radio, TV, seminars, 
conferences, etc. 

COLLEGE. 11 


FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING!!! 


One of the country's leading HMO is looking for assertive, 
‘dynamic and energetic individuals 
to fil up the following vacancies: 


MARKETING ASSISTANTS 
Male, not more than 25 years old, preferably graduate of 
Marketing, advertising or mass communication; with above 
‘average communication 
and interpersonal skills: must be computer litera! 
driver's license an advantage. 


CUSTOMER RELATIONS ASSISTANT 
Female, 20-25 years old, preferably graduate 
of communteation arts or mass communication; with above 
‘average communication skills: with pleasing personality 
and computer literate, 


NURSES/MEDICAL & X-RAY 
TECHNOLOGIST 
Male/Female, Must be licensed/registered; with pleasing 
personality and above-average communication Skills; 
computer literate. 


5 with 


MEDICAL-RELATED COURSE GRADUATES 
With pleasing personality: able to relate with all levels of 
the organization; above-average communication skills: 
computer literate. 


in need of Accounting 
Related Graduates. 


Interested applicants are requested to submit their resume, 
2x2 photo and transcript of records to: 


Human Resources Department 
MEDICard Philippines, Inc. 

AP The Word Centre & 
1330 Sen. Ott Puyat Avenue, Makati Cay 

Email Address: amamatramedicardphils.com 


or jnazarenoemedicardphils.c MEDICard 


TESOROS 


АЙРИМ ОР 
“THHEMESTPIMLAPPINE HANDICRAFTS 
‘Teo sparta compares ara ot омар a ha elon 
BRANCH TEAM LEADER- For InStyle 


InStyle Apparel, inc. 
Authorized distributor of Gap, and 
Banana Fepublic and Old Navy 


STORE SALES ASSOCIATE - For InStyle and Tosoro's 


Regu pesetas. aram alo ei a 
INVENTORY CLERK - For Tesoro's 


MERCHANDISING ASSISTANT - For Instyle and Tosoro's 


mai Kopi. 
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The world of work according to Dana 


since my ninth birthday and 


By Dana MVC still my heart is. overjoyed at 


Contributor 


(Starting this Sunday, we 
are publishing the diary of a 
young woman chronicling her 
Journey through the world of 
work. For those who are still 
looking for work, this can serve 
as a glimpse of the challenging 
work world. For others already 
spinning on their heads in the 
corporate world, this may help 
you sort out your own reality. ~ 
Paw Ed) 


PASSIONS die in the end. 

That's how sad pursuing 
passion really is. You feel you 
just can't easily have what you 
strive for. Or you simply don't 
know what you're looking for, 
you're out of focus or you're 
unaware of what your heart 
genuinely desires. 

*| went on several “jour- 
neys," enduring the depths of 
my weariness and frustration 
that almost took a heavy toll 
In the end, I was surprised to 
find hope and discovered that 
real passion all along never 
did die. 

Truly, even the ordinary life 
can be overwhelming. 

Chapter 1 

Square One 

Eighteen years have passed 


the memory of how I played 
and laughed in our school 
playground. It's truly one of 
my most favorite, unforget- 
table places ever— sweetly 
cloistered from the rest of the 
world by its enchanting 
swings, santan flowers, un- 
usual shrubs and the presence 
of other children to fight with 
every single day. I have for- 
gotten most of my classmates" 
names and faces in the later 
years, but this playground im- 
age is one experience too 
carefree to forget. Such vi- 
brancy is nothing compared to 
what Pm going through to- 
day... that is, to wish I am 
dead. 

My name is Dana, 27, the 
youngest of three children, ali 
women, living still with our 
parents in a typical boom 
town, a cosmopolitan place 
where cashless people can 
look rich and famous. 

1 keep а lot of books in the 
house. In fact, I started read- 
ing Christian Andersen and 
Grimms' fairy tale collections 
since I was six. I never 
stopped reading since then. 
One of my fondest habits was 
to keep scrapbooks and 
slumbooks. I knew this 


amused a lot of my friends. In 
those pages lie several of my 
funny, inconsistent testimon 
als—from wanting to become 
a scientist, to dreaming of be- 
coming a doctor, FBI agent, 
British spy, fighter pilot, law- 
yer, engineer, professor, 
singer, nun, filmmaker, busi- 
nesswoman, and... writer. 

My preschool graduation 
has long been a blurry 
memory. Yet, I knew 1 re- 
ceived a plaque for Best in 
Math. A few years later, in 
high school, I flunked my 
chemisiry and trigonometry 
tests. No big deal. 1 still 
graduated high school right 
on time. 

Like several other low- 
middle income families, plush 
comforts and treats were usu- 
ally short-lived. Steaks today 
were gone tomorrow. Signa- 
ture shoes came once in three 
to five years. Change of uni- 
forms, forget it. 

It isn't surprising then that 
my parents wanted nothing 
more than for us to have a col- 
lege degree and swiftly make 
money. But my mother fell in 
love with my older sister's se- 
cret to success—marrying a 
rich man. Everybody in the 
family seemed to have bought 
that cunning idea too, except 


for me. And that's where 1 

have begun to fail them and 

began my difficult life ahead. 
Chapter 2 

Nerves Street 

They say the most splendid 
location to start working in is 
at a central commercial dis- 
trict, [landed my very first job 
there and thought how lucky 1 
was to easily meet the their 
high expectations 

Compared to my college 
mates who got their first jobs 
outside the city center, 1 was 
considered to be a socialite in 
progress. But compared to 
those who'landed in big, me- 
dia network corporations near 
the polluted thoroughfares, 1 
was a shining f 

Thus, I tried savoring the 
life 1 had at the city center. 
Every day, 1 sat next to a row 
of tellers and processed 
money transactions to cus- 
tomers every two minutes. 1 
was one with the machine. 
Such was my big, initial "ca- 
reer” break after graduating 
from college with honors such 
as being in the dean's lists, 
scholarship renewals and 
popularity credits. 

Being “one with the ma- 
chine” at the big branch office 
didn't actually polish my 
work. Often, I would jumble a 


College undergrad seeks career advancement 


From page 10 be the right strategy for glo- 
bal competitiveness—among 
nations, organizations and 
individuals. 

If you are interested in a 
great career, cultivate the 
habit of reading. Here's a 
simple advice. Read a good 
book at least one hour per 
day about your field of spe- 
cialization. This translates 
into one book per week or at 
least 50 books per year. In 
10 years, that means you 
shall have read 500 books. 
In any language, that is 
enough protection against 


The ILO has shared infor- 
mation on how other coun- 
tries are building up knowl- 
edge and skills among its 
people in frenzied manner. 
We're not only talking of 
technical skills, but of soft 
skills as well—how to inter- 
act with others and how to 
work with teams. As you as- 
pire to move higher in your 
organization, you will need 
more soft skills than ever be- 
fore. 

Lifelong learning seems to 


ПЕШ O 


Wih a salary of 195,000-234,000 per annum 
With atleast 1 year experience in a call center 
industry Ў 

Excellent oral and writen communication skiis 
Sales background is an advantage 

Internet savvy 


“vulnerability to social ex- 
clusion” due to ignorance in 
your chosen field. 
Self-development 
Thirst for knowledge— 
even beyond your area of 
specialization. Technical 
people today have realized 
that developing soft skills 
allows them to move up the 
organizational ladder faster. 
Read books and attend semi- 
nars about leadership, inter- 
personal relations, and 
other topics that will en- 
hance your organizational 
savvy. Like it or not, the top 


people got to where they are 
now not because they are 
the best technically 
equipped in their field. 
They usually are those who 
are able to best lead and 
manage the people in that 
technical field 

Can seminars replace a 
college diploma? | under- 
stand that the Commission 
for Higher Education is de- 
veloping mechanisms to re- 
view and credit certain non- 
formal learning experiences 
(properly substantiated and 
subjected to tests) as 


Where 
you 


find 


Willing to work on shifting schedule 
Cheerlul and bubbly personality 


Associate 


With a salary of 195,000-260,000 per annum 
Internet savvy 

Strong marketing and creative skills 

Must be a graduate of Marketing or Advertising 
Contacts in dlferent purchasing fields an 
advantage 

Has strong leadership skis 


the 
hest. 


With a salary of 120,000-200,000 per annum 
Must have excellent Taglish conversational skills 
Must have completed at least 2 yr college 
181027 years old, with outgoing personality 
Willing to work shifts (night day or weekend) 


Outbound Sales 
Agent 


APPLY PERSONALLY AT 
Global 9, Inc. Lapanday center, 2263 Pasong Тато Ext., Makati City via MRT, take Magallanes/Mantrade Station 
‘or SEND YOUR RESUMES WITH ID PICTURE TO: christian@nylelecon.com 
ог mall at Р.О. Box 892 Dasmariñas Village, Makati Сау 
ос call at 728-3000 and look for Christian or Marcia 


© Glee Electronics, Inc. 


Your vital ink io nnovatwe solubons 


MARKETING ASSISTANT (2) 


› Grequale ofa four-year Business! Management Course 
Y Has good analytical and communication skits 

» Asserive, aggressive, resourceful and hardworking 

> Male / Female, not over 24 years old 

› Fresh graduates are welcome to apply! 


CUSTOMER SERVICE STAFF (2) 


› Graduate ol а four-year Business! ManagomonUComputer Course 
» Assertive, aggressive, resourceful and with nitive 

» Has good analylcal and communication skills 

» Wh expenence in telemarketing an advantage 

» Male Female nol over 25 years ld 

» Frosh graduates are welcome to app 


‘Please sond your comprohensive rosumo with 2x2 colored picture to: 

Tho HRD Department 

133A. Rita Cor. 5. Tuano St. Bray Batis, San Juan 

Tal. No. 7441371 to 76 or ела your rosumo to гьа ойо есе сотр 


Saree 522 2 


We are идолу ia noad of tha lalowing porsonnel or our SM Dasmariñas, SM 
Fairview & SM Marlao branches: 
DERMATOLOGISTS PATIENT CARERECEPTIONISTS 
P Dociors ийре scheduled by © Good Commmunestion Sits 
appontmont 1 Vn Poaung Personay 
 AESTHETICIANS cashuens 
Hardworking pom 
похо EES 
"Wim Pleasing Personally Muu po a guido of fern of any 
norte appara may ng hex Rasut or Bo-&t win pere эла зору personat а rer 
lcs FAGE B BODY CENTER INC 2nd Pir. Aot Воз М Ciy ат a and ot ore 
Shunt Dessay, Te os €2596-10/826-98-19 


ited wer Sonde wib be 
Pape Do ian 


Do you want to build a career? 


A medium-sized commercial bank is in need 
of a dynamic, self-driven individual 
for the position of 


CTS OFFICER 


Successful applicant will be in charge of the 
CTS unit responsible primarily for operations. 
The rank shall range from Senior Manager to 

Assistant Vice President depending on the 
candidate's qualifications. 


Candidates must have at least 2-3 years 
experience in CTS operations and preferably 
with marketing capability to be able to 
expand the existing portfolio. 


Qualified candidates may send their resumés 
together with a 2x2 photo to: 


Human Resources 
Management Division 
Ortigas Center, P.O. Box No. 13914 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City 1605 


lot of computations with pe- 
sos, dollars, balances and 
what not. I never thought that 
the horridness of math, which 
Thad long overcome, would 
come creeping to my senses 
again. Two long weeks of this 
repeated agony and | felt de- 
based enough to keep me from 
seeing my friends. 

Iwas among the anonymous 
uniformed army. One of the 
thousands who report day in 
and out of the office, surviv- 
ing at the mercy of customers, 
senior colleagues and three 
superiors above me. I had to 
get out. This was not the suc- 
cess story I had in mind. What 
kept me at a constant, restless 
pressure was my ambition— 
something way, way far apart 
from this. | thought I 
shouldn't be wasting any more 
time. 

Back home, my older sister, 
Pat, who got married to a for- 
eigner, bought us a brand new 
TV set and fridge. My parents 
were thrilled. | was in my 
room, segregating the cash 1 
had left to pay for our tele- 
phone bills. When my mother 
took the payment, she consid- 
ered it as part of my filial du- 
ties. She did not have a tiny 
bit of a smile on her face. The 
money, after all, was just half 


of the total billed amount. It 
was what I could only afford. 

The following day, the se- 
nior vice president of the bank 
went to my station and sur- 
prisingly offered to move me 
up to the executive floor to 
handle three jobs: operations 
staff, administrative assistant 
and executive secretary. It 
was a mere lateral movement 
toa staff position without any 
salary alignment, but маз ut- 
terly grateful. 

My "yes" to his offer was 
like a speeding bullet. It was a 


to me as if I had wished for it, 
although I never did. My col- 


hopes of getting the same op- 
portunity too. Then I realized 
1 wasn't the only one tearing 
myself to pieces from receiv- 
ing and paying out money like 
a broken record at the teller's 
counter. Boy, was I lucky to 
get out. For what reason he 
chose me is unimportant. 1 
never bothered to ask him 


multuous struggle before 
something like this genuine 


happiness at work would ever 
happen again. 
(To be continued next week) 


"Don't let schooling inter- 
fere with your education...” 
(Cecilia, How to Keep Your 
Job, 2000.) 

(Mr. Cecilia is the pres 


equivalent to formal educa- 
tion. But, with or without 
credit, I suggest that you 
never cease taking advan- 
tage of every learning expe- 
rience, whether formal or 
informal, classroom or on- 
the-job, that comes your 
way. It could be your best 
bet that you will have 
greater employability— 
whether you move from one 
job, team, department, com- 
pany, or career to another. 

The moment you stop 
learning, you stop 

Quote of the week 


ness Solutions and Career 
Center, a human resource 
consulting firm. 
president of the Personnel 
Management Association of 
the Philippines or PMAP in 
1999. His career books are 
available at popular book- 
stores. He can be reached 
at ec4u@edsamail .com 
ph) 
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Graduate of Fine Arts, Marketing or any business 
related field 

Must have at least one year working experience in a 
marketing oriented environment. 

Very good oral and written communication skills. 
Professional work ethics and the ability to deal with 
all levels of people. 

Results and goal oriented. 

Literate in computer design applications. 
Interested applicants may submit 
resumé with photo to: 

52 Mendez Road Baesa, Quezon City 
or fax to: 362-3360 
or email: webmaster@fcphilippines.com 


Project Manager - 
Web/Application Development 
Spinweb, Inc. 


Senior Web/Systems/ 
Applications Developer 
Spinweb, Inc. 


Apply Oniine Now!! 
Register at www.itpros.ph. 


IT JOBS. IT BUSINESS. IT EDUCATION 
Showcasing the best of Philippine ICT. 


miraculous solution that came ` 


leagues expressed fervent 


why. To me, he was an angel. : 
And it would be years of tu- * 


and unexpected moment of 


dent and CEO of EC Busi- : 


He was + 
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Text us your feedback: Inquirer paw namelcyimesage, Send to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (mar) 


My Trabaho beneficiary overcomes 
interview trauma and lands a job 


By Candy G. Villanueva = Development Consulting. — 74 there are many things that 
Contributor ү With che help of his men- $ С they (applicants) are u 
tor, Morales discovered that В aware of. Had they known, 
SWEATING under the mea- there could be a career for d they would have achieved 
suring eyes of a job inter- My TRABAHO him in the counseling or hu- n 3 Eus results,” expresses 
viewer is every applicants y man resources department. 524 2 н Sison. "That's why 1 think ca- 
nightmare. More so for Mark 2 - “Although he is a commerce ¢ ca! reer mentoring is very impor- 
Morales. He would squirm graduate, I felt that he was 5 tant. My Trabaho is a feel- 
under his prospective emplo Shares Morales. The problem more cut out for counseling pe good program that is very 
yers steady gaze as he out- Was, he didn't know what work," shares Sison. In sev- a 3 Ж. 4 helpful to jobseekers.” 
lined his career plans for the field he was suited for. He eral of their coaching ses- 3 1 Right path 
next 10 years. Always, he scoured the classifieds any- sions, Sison gleaned that T. 
would pray that he wouldn't way and applied to every Morales is kindhearted and 
be asked why he thought he opening related to his field. spiritually grounded. Accord- 
deserved the position he was While rifling through the Job ing to Sison, these are the 
applying for. He felt he has yet Market of the Philippine Daily traits that are required of a 
to give a convincing answer. Inquirer one day, he chanced counselor. Morales also men- 
For Morales, the interview upon the My Trabaho an- tioned on several occasions 
process was one of the biggest nouncement that people generally confide 
hurdles he had to overcome _ The ad was hard to ignore. to him and it gives him a Башы. рөн D 
to obtain his dream job. Then, The benefits were even sense of fulfillment to be able 4 2 ет Сс 
My Trabaho came along. harder to resist. The program to help people. "MI gen teen Tonio” prepped inside and out, the 
У Ттараћо came NOTE the promised jobseekers like Mo- — "My first impression of MORALES proudly shows his certificate of participation in the پا ی ن ا‎ оша 
beneficiaries of My Trabaho, a rales a shot at their dream Mark was that he was very Inquirer-sponsored career planning workshop. женин: Pe р 
public service program that jobs through mentoring, shy. I suggested that he could wasn't that easy for him, con- lack self-confidence when- their pockets for expenses like 
aims to help jobseekers and training and a personality probably build his confidence sidering his lack of resources, ever 1 apply especially dur- transportation and resumé 
people at work find their makeover. Morales sent his by helping other people Out Morales never missed a single ing interviews,” recalls Mo- preparation. 
dream jobs. My Trabaho is a resumé without delay. From and he seemed to like the session and would always rales. This setback was soon ^ Morales immediately struck 
joint project of the Philippine out of hundreds of appli- idea.” Sison advised that he come on time. addressed through constant gold. He applied at Goodwill 
Daily Inquirer, Optimus Inno- cants, Morales resumé was might want to look into HR Or Tentative at first, he even- coaching from his mentor Bookstore through e-mail and 
vations and the Manila Broad- drawn during My Trabaho's administrative work or re- tually overcame his shyness and coupled with a career was called in for an interview 
casting Company. My Traba quarterly drawing of benefi- cruitment. Morales warmed and started trusting his men- management seminar series after only two days. Sooner 
ho recently saw the fruits of ciaries, together with 29 up to the idea. “According to tor more. In fact, after the first conducted by John Clements than he hoped, he was on his 
its labors when several benefi- other resumés. The 30 who my counselor Ms Stella Sison, few encounters, he would Consultants, Inc. way to the head office to pro- 
Caries landed jobs after its Sent their resumes were sent being a counselor like her suits communicate with Sison of- malang basics Eee кри 
Combined training, personal. to а two-day career planning my personality. Thats why if ten to update her of his With the seminar, Morales Presently, he works as a clerk 
ity development and career workshop conducted by Ca- given the opportunity, I want progress. “He would often text and the rest of the beneficia. and helps out in file manage- 
coaching program. Morales is reer Systems, Inc. „ _ to be а counselor like her who ог call me after an interview,” ries were trained on resumé ment and request handling. It 
one of the fortunate beneficia- rom then on, everything guides people to be successful remembers Sison. “Eager for preparation, career advance- may be far from counseling or 
ries who now works for Good- fell into place. From the work- in life. 3 feedback, he would tell me ment and how to clinch the recruitment but it is close to 
will Bookstore as a clerk. shop, Morales felt his career Enthusiasm about the things he forgotto job offer through the inter- administrative work and Mo- 
Career mentoring path being laid out. Sison recalls, “Although do or the things he should view. According to Sison, rales feels he is off to a good 
A fresh commerce graduate Strengths Mark was very shy, it wasn't have done." these are the basics that every start. He is grateful to My 
from San Sebastian College. Morales’ path was further difficult to mentor him be- fn the short two-thonth in- applicant should be armed Trabaho for leading him to the 
Recoletos, Morales didn’t ex. carved out for him when he cause he was eager and en- teraction they had, Morales with before setting out into right path. “I am encouraging 
actly know where he was Was chosen as one of the 10 to thusiastic about the program. claims that he has learned a the real world. These may those people of any age to join 
headed. “I wanted to explore move on to receive career | could see that he really lot. “My counselor taught me seem common knowledge to the My Trabaho program. I am 
myself and to achieve my coaching from a career men- wanted to prove himself.” a loc of things, which I believe most but surprisingly enough, pretty sure that it would be a 
Teens in life | wanted to tor. He was taken under the She was very impressed with would be beneficial for me not everyone, particularly the complete guide for you in 
land a job that is suitable with wing of Stella Sison, a con- Morales’ dedication and re- throughout my life fresh graduates, are rightly choosing your career and ful- 
my interest and knowledge,” sultant of Ancilla Enterprise ceptiveness. Although it "As a fresh graduate, I equipped. “It’s sad because filling your dreams in life." 


Are you a whiner at work? College undergrad seeks 


ARE you a pet or a pestin (25у K career advancement 


the workplace? There gar С Я 
seems to be always one pest, By Ernie O. Cecilia, FPM 


that is—in every workplace, А 
onewho wants alion's share IWASin college on and off because my parents could not 
of attention. Short of bring- 9 ees a eee 
0 ingineering course, 1 got lucky to land a job in the factory 
ing along her pet snake to 3 complaining about little | where! am nowa foreman. 

work, his or her actions al- things others hardly notice Ihave been bypassed in promotion for supervisor, 
most always say "Look at in their coworkers, $ mainly because I have no college diploma. Of course, I 
me! Listen to me! Think of 1 like the smell of 1g felt bad but had to accept 

me!” At first these pests = someone's 9, ^ my boss' decision to pro- TASK YOUR 

(who are basically gripers) <<. Ў perfume, у БЕЙ, | moteanotherforeman. | 

may be tolerable or even - кеш. ccena ies “CAREER 

Ке уы Е Я moted if I complete my , COUNSELOR 


After learning the basics of 
how to apply for a job, the My 
Trabaho assistance was com- 
pleted with a physical 
makeover. Morales and the 
other beneficiaries were 
treated to a corporate ward- 
robe update by Shoemart and 


2 crumbling about how 2 studies and get а colle; 

A a ge 

their little dramas. Recog- harsh life has been for him, 3 A diploma? In my 10 years 

nize someone around? Oris how hard it is to make both f with the company, i have 

it you? See if you're guilty = ends meet with the meager %, attended several in-house seminars that helped improve 
of any of these: pay he is receiving... d my performance. Are these seminars not enough to sub- 
stitute for my lack of college diploma? 

The Undergraduate. 


7 Acting as though E 
she were the only College education is usually required for supervisory or 
competent, effi ient, higher positions. Skills and competencies, not the di- 
productive, brilliant ploma itself, are important determinants of successful per- 
опе around—and formance in а job. But most companies have upgraded 

that their qualification requirements because, anyway, there 


everyone are millions of Filipino college graduates who are willing 


5 airing the dening else is an 
А j Uis хо таке on shop floor jobs. 

ba Ser pase mi inferior Have you clarified with your boss why you have been 
fee husbands at ori he NS. -— | bypassed in promotion? Is your lack of college diploma 
breed ы the real reason? 1 suggest that you talk to your boss and 
4, Losing his cool at the children's sibling Q гарох ү get an understanding of his criteria for promotion to su- 
drop of a hat, having a арыык Duo pervisory positions. Specifically ask if the college diploma 
tantrum or losing his temper no one really pe n FF E one Ur requirements. pm is, Am if you d willing, 
when things could be : a KA = then make an agreement with your boss to allow you to 
patched up quietly. Aor Miimi f aee pr base RES complete your college studies. (Some companies provide 
JACE ри financial support and shifting consideration for employees 

who are studying.) 

Other factors 

While the college diploma can qualify you to be consid- 
ered for promotion, it usually does not guarantee sure 
promotion. There are several other factors such as perfor- 
mance, potential, fit between you and the organization, 
COLLEGE. 10 


9 Managers are not stupid—they 
can smell these emotional leeches 
in the workplace who over-emote 
as a way of covering up their poor 
work performance. Many people 

Sy ane have lost their jobs for doing this эшне PRET ن‎ KA - 
) ta because their little dramas are 3 Ue 

feel you're the most signs of emotional instability, and 4 . What's inside 

ы е what company wants to be a haven х 

earth (wi fc nall; ? Hi ; р 

need to borrow CUERPOS i Reflections for the The world of work 
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After a first crack 
at musical 
stardom via the 
band Mojofly, 
followed by some 
much-needed 
soul-searching, 
the hot young 
singer is back with 
a gold solo album 
and a new sense 
of purpose—and 
fans are getting 


the message 


By Eric S. Caruncho 
Photographs by Iman Montalvan 


H NO!” says Katrina “Kitchie” Nadal un- 
„der her breath. “Here we go!” Up close, 
scrubbed free of stage makeup, the former 
lead singer of Mojofly and now solo record- 


ing artist looks surprisingly petite and even 


younger than her 24 years. 

Perhaps it's her outsize singing voice—a throaty, 
sensual alto that early on in her career earned her 
comparisons to such pop-rock divas as Jewel and 
Natalie Merchant--that gives her the illusion of be- 
ing bigger onstage when she performs. Perhaps it's 
the casual yer confident way she handles a Fender 
Stratocaster when fronting her band. Or her fabu- 
lous cheekbones and dark almond eyes. 

Offstage, however, she is surprisingly diffident 
and soft-spoken, specially when talking about her- 
self and the things that are important to her. 

These days, it’s not so much the fact that her self- 
titled solo debut has gone gold after only two 
months. Or the fact that she's gone back to perform- 


ing live after a long hiatus, much to the relief of 
fans who feared thar she was giving up music 
altogether when she left Mojofly middle of last 
year. 

No, these days what matters to her most is 
her spiritual life, but it's not something she 
likes го talk about, hence her case of nerves 
when we get around to talking about the "C" 
word. 

Her reluctance is understandable, because 
it's hard to talk about Jesus without sounding 
preachy. It's especially hard if you're a rock mu- 
sician. Christianity and rock have long made 
for an uneasy mixture. After all, they used to 
call it “the devil's music.” This is borne out by 
the direness of most of the stuff that goes under 
the label “Christian rock,” from Stryper down 
to Creed. Even Bob Dylan got laughed at when 
he declared for the Lord and released an album 
called "Saved." And musically, most of the stuff 
released under the rubric “praise music” is, to 
be frank, beyond the pale, To page 2 
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‘Thankfully, the music on Kitchie's new album seems to be 
none of the above. At their core, the songs such as “Wag na 
“Wag Mong Sasabihin” and “Bulong” seem to have evolved 
organically from Kitchie's own introspection. 

Sonically, they're powered by the good old rock engine of 
guitar-drums-bass. They reaffirm the truism that, no matter 
how well-intentioned, music can't be uplifting unless it’s 
good. 

“With Mojofly, most of the songs were written by Mojofly 
founder Ricci Gurango, so it was like theater for me when 1 
performed,” she explains. “I was interpreting his songs. The 
difference now is that I write the songs, they come from me, 
so I can't fake it anymore. Maybe that’s why the audience 
can feel it more. They get drawn in by the honesty, the truth- 
fulness.” 

At her core 

Her candor goes hand-in-hand with her newfound spiri- 
tuality Though she doesn't want to make a big deal out of it, 
it is clearly a big deal for her. 

"Tm a Christian who happens to be a musician,” is about 
as straightforward as she can put it. “It's the core of every- 
thing Ido.” 

‘About two years ago, Kitchie joined the Victory Christian 
Fellowship, an evangelical Christian community, after a pe- 
riod of soul-searching, It wasn't a bolt-of-lightning, Paul-at- 
‘Tarsus kind of conversion; more like a gradual clearing away 
of the shadows and fog that had hung over her young life, to 
the point where she could now say that her world revolves 
around her spiritual life. 

In hindsight, the equation of music and spirituality might 
have deeper roots than is apparent. There was always music 
around the Nadal household when Kitchie was growing up, 
since her mother Marjorie was a classical pianist. But 
Kitchie's first experience with the power of music came 
when she was in grade school. Her grandmother would take 
her along to choir practice at the Sacred Heart Church. 

“| was the only kid,” she recalls. "The other choir members 
were all lolos and lolas, and 1 remember feeling sad when 
one of the choir members would die. It happened quite a lot. 
Anyway, Pd go with her and learn the songs.” 

It was a full-fledged choir, with tenors, altos and sopranos, 
and intricate choral arrangements, recalls Kitchie. 

“I can’t explain it, but singing for me was really pleasur- 
able,” she says. “It was really pure.” 

The experience of singing for the pure joy of singing 
stayed with her for a long time. 

“There was a time with Mojofly when, with all the pres- 
sure and the perks that come with being in a successful 
band, you forget why you're doing it, you forget what music 
is all about. But when I remember that time in my life when 
Twas a kid, when it was just pure love for the music, 1 get 
encouraged. When I remember that time, 1 think to myself, 
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ART AND SUFFERING 

If POPS Fernandez can turn 
her trials and tribulations (Pops 
Finds Peace in the Public Eye,” 
SIM, 28 November 2004) into 
convincing art instead of just be- 
ing a rich entertainer with so 
many CDs sold or a superficial 
pop singing sensation, then those 
heartaches may be worth every- 
thing. After all, that's how Frank 
Sinatra got away from just being a 
song interpreter after those 
many divorces, by using his mar- 
ital troubles to make his interpre- 
tation of his songs deeper. After 
his experiences with drugs, Eric 
Clapton made his blues bluesier. 
ВШе Holliday's painful ghetto 
background was the force behind 
her heartbreak songs. What if 
Vincent Van Gogh didn't slash his 
ear, or wasn't schizophrenic? Be- 
hind ай great art is great suffer- 
ing. 


Dream—Or Nightmare?" SIM, 
December 2004) that truly 


facts should be an eye-opener 
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scribes what happens to people 
who migrate to Canada. These 


our government, because despite 


in their new country. The brain: 


attention. Our educational system, * 
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not being recognized in Canada. 


receiving. For everyone's informa- 


day. So it won't be fair to ask why 


nial jobs. It's a matter of accepting 
the kind of job they allowed to hap- 


no choice. Having lived in Vancou- 


bad, and all сап say is, the Cana- 
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‘Tm meant to do this: 

It wasn't until she was in her 
of college at De La Salle University, how- 
ever, that Kitchie had the opportunity to 
sing again. 

“I was bored,” she recalls of her fresh- 
man year. “I was bored to death, and a 
friend told me, ‘This band is looking for a 
singer. Why don't you audition for 
them: 

The thought had never occurred to 
Kitchie. Although she liked listening to 
rock on the radio and bought CDs of the 
bands that she liked, she wasn't really in- 
to the local music scene. She hadn't even 
gone to a single concert, let alone fol- 
lowed the band scene. Joining a band was 
the farthest thing from her mind. 

“| had never auditioned for anything 
before,” she recalls. "I was scared of au- 
ditions. I'm not a competitive person.” 

Somehow, she found herself audition- 
ing for this band, the Hungry Young Po- 
ets. The HYR as they were sometimes 
known, had gotten a toehold in the music 
industry. They were one of dozens of 
bands signed by the major labels in the 
“alternative music” gold rush that fol- 
lowed the platinum success of the Eraser- 
heads in the mid-1990s. The Poets al- 


CHRISTMAS 
TREE. ;,EXHIBIT 
InterContinental Manila 
holds їз annual Christ- 
mas Tree exhibit featur- 
ing the creations of 
some of the best names 
in vinal эль, fashion 
and design. On display 
at the lobby undi jan. 6 
are sunning creations 
by Archie Chua, Rachy 
Cora, бету Gonzalez, 
Perez, Barge 
Ramos, Mta Rufino and 
The Sari-Sari Group. In 
photo is Deck the Tree 
with Ros of Sari by the 
n Зай бай Group. For 
L mere of This Week. see 
pae? 


Ln 
de- 


mare, but the choice is within our 
control. When | first got here, with 
my masteral education, Philippine. 
business experience, and CPA des- 
ignation, | planned to do business, 
but after three months, | suc- 
cumbed to the need to “have 
Canadian experience" because | 
didn't want to pay career planners 
who charge from CA$3000- 
$7,000. It's not a matter of being 
what you are not (like being a jan- 
itor if you are a professional) but 
knowing what you can do, given 
ept- the new environment that you are 
but in. 
was 
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I am very new in this maple leaf 
country, and | myself am learning 
what it's like to be in a different 
environment where there are no 
landslides, no pollution, etc. 1 ad- 
mit | terribly miss my loved ones 
whom | left in the Philippines, but 
its up to me to make this a dream 
‘come true, or to be awakened bya 
real nightmare. 
LOURDES ELARDO 
Apt 209, 225 Mowat St. 
New Westminster, B. C. Canada. 
V3M 4BI 
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ready had an album out on Sony, and it 
seemed like they were going places when 
their lead singer, Barbie Almalbis, sud- 
denly left to form her own band, Barbie's 
Cradle. The band was shopping around 
for a new singer, and thus it came to pass 
that Kitchie found herself trying out for 
the position. 
Shot out of a cannon 

The next thing she knew, Kitchie was 
the lead singer for the Hungry Young Po- 
ets, now renamed Mojofly, and they had a 
hit single on the radio. The feeling was 
not unlike being shot out of a cannon. 

“L was very immature when I joined the 
band,” she recalls. “I didn't know that 
recording artists have a certain lifestyle, 
and that a big part of that lifestyle in- 
volved playing regular gigs. i thought all 1 
had to do was write songs, kaya siguro 
ang lakas ng loob ko. 1 didn't know that it 
would consume a big part of my life.” 

The reality of being in a band, even a 
relatively successful one like Mojofly, was 
that you had to play live in order to sur- 
vive. Royalties from record sales are only 
a miniscule amount, especially after the 
record label makes up for what they spent 
on recording, promotions, etc. 

ly, with Kitchie up front, Mojofly 
became even more popular than the HYP 
were. Not only did she possess phenom- 
enal pipes, she wasn't half bad to look at 
onstage either. And if there's one thing 
the Pinoy audience is a sucker for, it's for a 
babe who can carry a tune. 

“Music for me was a hobby," she says. 
"All of a sudden, I realized that 1 was with 
a record company, and that now I have to 
take this seriously There was a lot of pres- 
sure, and I had to adjust.” 

Newfound fame 

Kitchie also had to adjust to her new- 

und fame. The lead singer is the focal 
point for any band; she's the one the au- 
dience is always looking at, and she gets 
the most attention from fans. Kitchie got 
more than most: Not only did she draw 
the impressionable young girls who iden- 
tified with the confessional, emotional 
tone of the songs, she also attracted a le- 
gion of male fans, as much with her nu- 
bile charms as with the music. 

But the hectic performing schedule, 
and the constant stress and fatigue of the 
working band’s nightly grind began to 
take their toll. 

At the height of the band’s popularity 
Kitchie had to take a leave of absence 
from her school. She was simply too tired 
to make it to class after staying up all 
night at a club gig- 

For а while;stié coasted on Mojofly's 
success. The band was a perennial con- 
cert draw, and a second album soon fol- 
lowed. 

“Ie was fun while it lasted,” she recalls 
of her Mojofly days. “But eventually, 1 just 
алт: take the pressure. I decided ‘OK, 
it's time to grow, it's time to move on.” 

rly last year, she went back to school 
and turned in her notice to the band. 
(Kitchie is now majoring in Psychology at 
DLSU, and is even considering a second 
major in education.) 

But there was another, deeper dimen- 
sion to her discontent. In the midst of her 
apparent success with Mojofly Kitchie 
was undergoing an existential crisis. 

“When I think about my life before, it 
was just one big blur,” she says. “I can’t re- 
member anything. 

Well, alot of musicians feel that way all 
the time, but usually it's the result of too 
much alcohol, or drugs. They just assume 
they had a really good time last night, and 
move on. But Kitchie's state of confusion 
was spiritual, not chemical. 

“There was no order at all, no absolute 
thing to hold on to, everything was rela- 
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SMM, Keeping it pure: 
Everything just “fell 
Tuy. into place" for 
Kitchie's “comeback” 


tive,” she recalls. “No matter how bad 
something was, there was always a 
way to justify it. You heard a lot of the- 
ories and a lot of philosophies, and it 
got really confusing. Nakakasira ng ulo. 
After a while, I hit rock bottom." 

There was a gaping hole in her life, 
and nothing could fill it: not success, 
not fame, not even music. 

Strangely enough, she didn't have to 
look far for the answer. Help came in 
the form of a friend, Barbie Almalbis, 
the singer she had replaced in the Hun- 
gry Young Poets. 

“We were friends,” says Kitchie. “We 
knew each other from the music scene, 
and we have almost the same back- 
ground." 

Barbie introduced Kitchie to her 
church, the Victory Christian Fellow- 
ship, and although Kitchie wasn't par- 
ticularly religious, she gave it a shot. 
Gradually, over a period of months, the 
cobwebs began to clear 

“What I learned about it is that it's 
not а religion but a spiritual relation- 
ship, maybe that’s why I got drawn into 
it,” she says. 

Full circle 

Unlike many new converts, whose 
evangelical zeal gets the better of 
them, Kitchie doesn't get in people's 
faces about Jesus. But one also senses 
that a large part of it is because her 
faith is a deeply personal thing with 
her, and at heart, Kitchie is shy and un- 
comfortable talking about personal 
stuff. 

"Let's just say that my world revolves 
around my spiritual life,” she says. 

Ironically (or maybe nor, if you be- 
lieve that God has a wonderful plan for 
your life), this spiritual awakening has 
brought her full circle, back to the mu- 
sic. 

“When 1 left Mojofly, I was ready to 
give up the whole thing,” she recalls. 
“So now people are asking me, bakit ka 
bumalik? When I left the band, 1 had all 
of these songs, and I wanted to record 
them as а demo, to give to other artists, 
or maybe to sing on a few featured 
gigs, kasi sayang." 

When they heard the songs, howev- 
ex, two of her friends from the Victory, 
Christian Fellowship--Tommy Tan- 
chanco and Roca Cruz—encouraged 
her to send the demo to NU107. the 
"modern rock” FM station. The re- 
sponse was almost instantaneous. Peo- 
ple started calling in, asking about the 
new songs they heard. 

"Then Kitchie made a one-shot guest 
appearance on "Music on the Road," а 
ТУ special which aired on Channel 2, 

Parokya ni Edgar, and the 
ence response was even bigger. 

“in the beginning, I didn't want to com- 
mit because | was afraid," she says. “I 
didn't even have a band then. But there 
was so much grace. People were helping 
me a lot. 1 can't explain what happened. 
Everything just fell into place." 

Within a matter of weeks, her friends 
Tommy and Roca had formed a man- 
agement company to handle her. They 
recorded her eponymous solo debut al- 
bum, and landed a distribution deal 
with Warner Music Philippines, which 
released "Kitchie Nadal” last October. 
By December, the album had gone 
gold. Now Kitchie is back to perform- 
ing regularly, although her priority is 
still finishing college. 

It was almost a repeat of her experi- 
ence with Mojofly, only this time, it 
wasn't like being shot ош of a cannon. 

"Now there's a sense of purpose,” she 
says. "Now I know I'd be miserable if 1 
wasn't doing this. 


Most of the gathered throng at the ground floor of Glorietta 2 were 
in pink this past Saturday es Gift Gate launched a truly unique kind of 
| museum. The Hello One-of-a-Kind Museum features that beloved cutie 
of a cat, Hello Kitty, in all her glory. Celebrating her 30" birthday, Hello 
Kitty welcomed guests galore who were treated to an equally different 
kind of fashlon show. From December 12 to 30, the museum wil 
feature over a thousand extraordinary Hello Kitty tees. Gift Gate and 
| SMART recently sponsored the Hello Kitty Design a Tee contest, which 
saw a huge number of t-shirt designs belng submitted. 

The Hello Kitty Design a Tee contest was open to people of all ages, 
with the basic requirement being to create something exciting and 
innovative out of a standard t-shirt provided by the organizers. "Wintry 
Snazzy Kitty" by Maureen Reeca Cruz won the grand prize of P100,000 
with “Hello Kitty Shopsvile" from Geraldine Meneses in 2% place with 
P50,000. Over P300,000 worth of prizes were given away as prizes to 
entries in different categories including SMART and Hello Kitty, SMART 
| Buddy with Hello Kitty, SMART Kid with Hello Kitty, SMART Gold and 
| Hello Kitty, and Addict Mobile and Hello Kitty. 

You can own one of those tees while helping the less fortunate this 
Christmas. Join the auction for the t-shirts designed by celebrities and 
you automatically donate to the Red Cross and the Kabalikat Buhay 
Foundation in helping typhoon victims. Why not download your favorite 
cat onto your celfone today? Just key in KITTY and send to 306 to get жы) pepe 
a list of Hello Kitty services including logos, picture messages, and "Winty Snazzy Kitty" 

MMS wallpapers. 

With celebrities like Tim Yap, Tessa Prieto-Valdes, Addict Mobile 
hunks Borgy Manotoc, Brent Javier, and Matteo Guidiceli gracing the 
occasion, Hello Kitty truly felt like a star. And with Martin Nievera 
serenading everyone at the "SMART Lounge" in the back of the 
museum, Hello Kitty felt the love from everyone in attendance. So make 
sure to head on over to the Hello One-of-a-Kind Museum, and be purr- 
| fectly with Hello Kitty today. 
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Young inmates at the 
Caloocan City Jail have 
found a friend, 
surrogate mother, and 
justice advocate in JO2 
Renee Rose Castro. But 
even she can't grant 


their Christmas wish 


OR Jason, Charles and Eskapo, a meaningful 
Christmas can be summed up in a four-letter 


word: laya (freedom). 

But it’s not a wish they're bound to have anytime 
soon. The three minors are inmates of the Caloocan 
City Jail, one of 73 young offenders aged 12 to 18 un- 
der the care of Jail Officer 2 Renee Rose Castro. 

Jason, 13, and Charles, 14, have been charged with 
rape and attempted rape, respectively, while Eskapo, 
14, has been accused of being a member of the Akyat 
Bahay (house robbery) gang. Most of her young wards 
are suspects in theft, robbery and snatching cases, ac- 
cording to JO2 Castro, with the lone female detainee, 
17, under investigation for attempted murder. 

But unlike most jail wardens, Castro considers her 
wards less as felons or young criminals and more as 
surrogate children who fell prey to life's cruel circum- 
stances, 

“Ang mali lang sa kanila yung ginawa nila, di yung 
pagkatao nila. Naligaw lang sila ng landas (What they 
did may be wrong, but there's nothing wrong with 
them. They lost their way, that's all),” she says. 

Castro, 34, cites parental neglect and grinding 
poverty as the main factors that push children into a 
life of crime. Some 70 percent of the offenders under 
her custody are school dropouts. “Yun iba ni walang 
dalaw, walang pamilya (Some don't even have visitors 
and can't trace their families), she adds. Violent 
homes also drive some minors into becoming repeat 
offenders, observes Castro. “They keep coming back 
because they say they feel safer in jail, they have 
friends here.” 

An enlightened attitude 

Castro's enlightened artitude she credits to a series 
of seminars she took, first under Medecins Sans Fron- 
tieres (MSF), an international group of doctors who 
provide assistance wherever in the world they are 
needed, and later under UNICEF and the Juvenile Jus- 
tice Network, with supervision from Community Rela- 
tions Service Chief Insp. Carolina Borrinaga. 

Among other skills, Castro learned about the rights 
of children, how to handle minors in conflict with the 
law, and how to develop their character even while in 
detention. One major lesson she took to heart is that 
discipline can be imposed without using physical 
means, even among young toughies. “Before I attend- 
ed the seminars, we'd use a paddle to punish de- 
tainees, hanggang maglatay sila (until they get welts 
from the blows). But the MSF people told us that we 
must impose appropriate penalties for wrongdoings, 
especially among the young. They can be makulit 
(troublesome), but that's part of childhood, the MSF 
staff said. Childhood isn't forever after all, nagdaan din 
tayo dyan (we all went through that phase).” 

Instead of wielding the paddle, Castro now uses ex- 
ercises—modified squats—to punish misbehaving in- 
mates. “At least, even when they get tired, it's a good 
kind of tiredness,” she adds. 

‘They've had their share of 50 squats apiece, volun- 
teer Jason, Charles and Eskapo, for causes that range 
from kakulitan and asaran (teasing and minor fights) 
to balatbat, or going out of their cells even when they 
have no visitors. 

For fellow personne! and adult inmates who still re- 
sort to corporal punishment in dealing with her wards, 
Castro has a few choice words: "I would tell them, okey 
lang sana yan pero baka tayo makasuhan. Bawal na 
kasi yan sa batas. (Careful, we might get sued. The law 
forbids that now)." So far, she crows, there are no 
more violent incidents involving police personnel and 
young inmates. 

Aside from intermittent fights among inmates, bur- 
yong or extreme boredom and anomie is a common 
problem in confined spaces filled with pent-up frustra- 
tion, a sense of injustice and perennial want. "Some- 
times, we'd see some detainees staring off into space, 
nakatulala. Or they make trouble, Nabuburyong," ob- 
serves Castro. While she has always lent a ready ear 
(“Td call them in to tell me their life stories and some- 
times that helps, this one-on-one human contact”), she 
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also knows that there’s only so much she 
can do to help. 

“I ask them, ‘O, kaya mo pa ba? (Can 
you still hack it?) Don't worry, this is nor 
forever. Lalaya ka rin. | try to lighten 
things up," she adds. “I tell them, joking- 
ly ‘O, mamasyal ka muna sa Luneta о 
dyan sa Manila Zoo. Walk around, focus 
on something else, get physical,” says 
Castro, who initially wanted to be a psy- 
chiatrist had her father not insisted that 
she take up criminology instead. 

“My father was an overseas worker in 
Saudi and thought that psychiatry was a 
course we could not afford,” recalls this 
eldest of three siblings, including an 
adopted brother. “He'd rather i become a 
toughie,” she laughs, referring to their 
rough and tumble neighborhood in Ton- 
do. 

‘Though it was not her first choice, the 
course eventually grew on her, says Cas- 
tro, “We were spoiled,” she says of her 
two other female classmates in a class of 
50 to 60. Only about five percent of crim- 
inology students are women. 

It was at the Philippine College of 
Criminology that Castro met her future 
husband, who also works at the Caloocan 
City Jail as an intelligence officer. They 
have a six-year-old daughter. 

Castro started as a security officer at 


Isetann Department Store before apply- 
ing in 1997 at the jail where she previous- 
ly had her on-the-job training. This for- 
mer Sangguniang Kabataan official be- 
came a female searcher before being 
made custodian of Juvenile Cell No. 005. 
“1 like it here,” she says. “The hours are 
flexible.” 
A better system 

Italso helps that she has developed em- 
pathy for her wards, who regard the 
cheery Castro as barkada (peer). "I don't 
know all of them by name, except the 
most troublesome and the quiet ones," 
she says, For their Christmas party this 
year, she's providing the music. “I used го 
bring food as well but it’s not that afford- 
able anymore,” she adds. 

But more than just adding to the party 
spirit, Castro wishes she could gift them 
what they really need: a better juvenile 
justice system. 

“Unless they can post bail, minors are 
kept in jail while hearings on their case 

g,” she says. But with clogged 
dockets, hearings can drag on for years 
even for minor crimes like vagrancy. Ja- 
son's case is typical: “I've been here more 
than a year now because they keep post- 
poning the hearings,” he says. The record 
holder, says Castro, was one minor who 
stayed in jail for six years while his case 


was being heard. 

Several young offenders also claim 
that while lawyers from the Public At- 
torneys Office visit them thrice a 
week, their legal counsels often advise 
them to plead guilty to the charges to 
speed up the process along. Being mi- 
mors, they will be let off easy, the over- 
"worked public defendants say. Unfor- 
tunately, this does not always happen, 
and the minors often find themselves 
facing a stiff prison sentence, 

Castro says she advises the parents 
of young offenders to try and raise the 
bail money, about P8,000 for robbery, 
if only to keep the minors with them 
and out of jail while the hearings are 
ongoing, "I tell them that they'd spend 
as much in fare money and supplies 
during their visits го jail, plus lose their 
daily wages when they take time off 
from work.” 

Then there are the other “incidental” 
expenses. Each detainee makes a one- 
time P500 deposit that the young in- 
mates use to buy their needs, in this 
case, a second-hand TV with a VCD 
player, the centerpiece in Cell 005's 
cramped quarters. "Aside from danc- 
ing, (TV) is our only recreation," says 
Charles. To replenish their kitty, de- 
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Bernie (left) and 
Cris are working 
towards a brighter 
tomorrow 


GNG 


By Ruel S. De Vera 


Thanks to an 
ingenious educational 
initiative, deserving 
students like Crisanto 
Bordon and Bernie 
Nebres are getting 
that all-important 
chance to gain a 


college degree 


RAMED college diplomas are among the most 
previous artifacts of the Filipino dream. Hanging 
side by side on the wall of family sanctuaries, these 
documents are testament to the Pinoys’ unerring 
belief that education will change their lives forev- 


er. 

But that elusive aspiration is slipping away from the 
reach of those who dream of it. Anyone who wants a quality 
college education needs to afford it first—and those who 
need it the most cannot have it. 

But sometimes, somehow, it all works out. For Crisanto 
Bordon and Bernie Nebres, it was literally a new path to 
something they dreamt of. 

Both Bordon and Nebres are among the college scholars 
being aided by the unique program Pathways To Higher Ed- 
cation, After just two years, Pathways, a joint project of the 
‘Ateneo de Manila University and the Ford Foundation, has 
placed some 180 underprivileged college students in some 
14 universities and colleges nationwide. Pathways is also 
providing tutorial services, among other programs, to help 
prepare deserving public high school students for college 
life, effectively touching the lives of thousands of aspiring 
college freshmen. The participating schools provide schol- 
arship slots for the chosen few, thus changing those lives 
forever. With a certain grade point average to maintain in 
order to keep their scholarships, Bordon and Nebres both 
have to work hard in the classroom. 

A hard worker 

Bordon knows that, if not for a fortunate twist, he could 
easily just be loafing around at home, he says in Filipino, 
“without a purpose in the world.” Instead, the 16-year-old 
Bordon is a BS Math freshman at De La Salle University. 

Fondly called Cris by friends, Bordon is the third of five 
children and has been living in the city since he was 3. His 
parents, Orlando and Corazon, are farmers from Iloilo, 
where Bordon had lived until a visit to Manila. On his own, 
he had decided, at a very early age, that he would have a 
better chance if he stayed in Manila. So when his father re- 
turned to Iloilo, Bordon stayed with his aunt in Marikina. "I 
liked ithere, it was more fun,” he says with a smile. His aunt 
served as his guardian while Bordon persevered in the 
metro. "I would think sometimes why some kids had stuff 1 
didn’t, bur 1 know that if 1 kept studying, I'll get those things 
someday" 

A hard worker in the classroom, he went on to finish at 
Marikina High School, just in time for Pathways to find him. 
‘The stocky Bordon chose BS Math simply because he liked 
math in high school. His siblings provide a diverse picture: 
an older brother is a seaman, another older sibling did not 
finish college, and his two younger siblings are high school 
students in Пойо, 

‘Adjusting to college life has been relatively easy; it’s the 
travel that wears him out, “I used to just walk to my high 
school, now I have to go all the way to Taft," he says with a 
rueful smile. "It's a really long commute," He stays in school 
for long periods of time sometimes to wait for the traffic to 


thin out; he takes this chance to work on 
projects that need doing, for example. 
Bordon has made a lot of good friends 
La Salle and enjoys simple pleasures: mu- 
sic, hanging out with friends, and “TV, 
anything on 

Right now, he is applying that same 
work ethic that got him noticed by Path- 
ways to do well in college. Keeping that 
grade point average up is no joke, he says, 
a source of additional pressure but a nec- 
essary one. "As a scholar, 1 work harder 
because unlike others who have money 
and don't study hard, I have this great op- 
portunity and I have to take full advan- 
tage of it,” says Bordon, who also benefits 
from a Department of Science and Tech- 
nology grant. 

No matter what, he remains focused on 
this goal. "itis so important that I finish.” 
He wants to help out his family financially 
once he graduates. “I want to help my 
younger siblings go to college; they study 
very hard and have dreams in life." 

Bucking the odds 

Seventeen-year-old Bernie Nebres sec- 
ends the motion. The Elementary Educa- 
tion sophomore at Centro Escolar Univer- 
sity is trying to buck the odds and be the 
first member of his own family to earn a 
college degree. All he needs by way of 
motivation is to look around his sur- 
roundings in Payatas, Quezon City to 
know how lucky he is, "Where we live, ev- 
егу kind of crime is there,” the lanky and 
dusky Nebres explains in Filipino. “You 
can't escape it.” Some of his high school 
classmates never went on to college and 
now have families. “It reminds me that I 
have to finish.” 

Payatas remains a major dumpsite for 
the Metro Manila area, and Nebres still 
lives near the community that sprang up 
around the refuge of refuse. His family 
doesn't all stay in one place, though. "Our 
house is too small to fit all of us, so my sib- 
lings sleep where they can.” Nebres him- 
self sleeps in the house of his older sister, 


where he can also concentrate on his 
studies. 

Nebres is the youngest of five siblings. 

His father Felix is a barangay policeman 
in Payatas and his mother, Adelaida, sews 
for a living. But his story, just like Bor- 
don’s, begins in a much more far-flung lo- 
cale. Born in the town of Sto. Domingo, 
Nueva Ecija, Nebres and his family mi- 
grated to Manila when he was in fourth 
grade. His father tilled а small plot of 
land while his mother washed clothes 
and planted vegetables occasionally. 
Aside from the fact that they had relatives 
in Manila, Nebres says “we had a better 
chance, education-wise, in Manila. If we 
Just relied on our life in the province as it 
жаз, nothing would come of it. My par- 
ents couldn't afford to provide for our 
studies.” 

In fact, his four older siblings all failed 
to finish school. But Nebres was deter- 
mined to chart a different path. He re- 
mained focused during his days at Pay- 
atas Elementary School, producing good 
grades despite having to help out the 
family in his free time. "Life was hard. We 
really didn't have any money. When 1 
didn't have class, Га go to the dumpsite 
and pick through che trash to find some- 
thing to sell.” 

During his high school years, he found 
some relief as a scholar of their parish, 
The Parish of the Mother of Divine Prov- 
idence, where he also served as an altar 
boy. Meanwhile, his mother also began 
peddling quail's eggs and fishballs. Ne- 
bres and his family also took every oppor- 
tunity to join contests and promos they'd 
catch on TY; every little bit helped. 

Nebres was in fourth year high school 
when Pathways found him. Already a top 
student at Payatas High School, Nebres 
could never have gone on to college with- 
out some kind of scholarship. “Studying 
was always important for me, because I 
wanted a different life from that of my 
parents. It never occurred to me to not 
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complete my education. 1 saw this as 
my opportunity" 

Landing as a Secondary Education 
major at CEU, Nebres eventually shift- 
ed to Elementary Education instead. "T 
reflected and realized I preferred being 
able to pass on knowledge to younger 
students, before they got hard-head- 
ed.” 

This future elementary school teach- 
er is quite the athlete as well, suiting up 
for the CEU track and field varsity 
team. Nebres likes tennis and bad- 
minton, too. “Actually, I like almost all 
sports," he says, but he didn't have the 
time in high school. To unwind, Nebres 
likes looking for a quiet place and just 
sleeping. 

Not just doleouts 

Nebres is fiercely determined to com- 
plete his degree. ^I eventually want to 
put up my own school, but one that 
doesn't charge fees, a school where stu- 
dents who really can't afford to study 
are welcome. I would love to be the 
head of a university" Aside from that 
goal, he'd like to set up a seamstress 
shop for his mother. “And I would really 
like to buy that plot of land my father 
used to plow in Nueva Ecija.” 

Harvey Keh is director of Pathways, 
helping found its Philippine incarna- 
tion two years ago. Pathways now has 
offices in South Cotabato, Bulacan and 
Baguio, "There's a very long screening 
process,” Keh explains. 

Keh emphasizes that Pathways is not 
actually a scholarship program. “We 
don't give doleouts. We believe that the 
only you can help these poor kids is to 
empower them to make sure they 
achieve a better future." Additionally, 
Pathways helps out parents by provid- 
ing training in possible livelihood pro- 
jects. 

For now, Pathways is carefully watch- 
ing over their current scholars and 
looking for new ones, helping an entire 
generation of young people believe that 
the future can be different if they work 
hard enough. It goes beyond the magic 
sheepskin and the gilded frame; its the 
children changing everything. 


For inquiries regarding Pathways To 
Higher Education, please call 426-6001 
local 4044 to 4049 or e-mail path- 
ways@admu.edu.ph. 
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By Maria Congee S. Gomez 


OW did 44-year-old nurse Vicky Wallace 
become the most sought-after figure this 


side of Bohol? 

Born and raised in this province, Vicky remains vo- 
cal about the sorry state of farming and of farmers. 
She observes that they have not regained their niche 
їп the local markets due to the onslaught of liberal 
trade policies existing in the country. 

‘The hope gets dimmer, Vicky says, as she notices 
the country's continued reliance on foreign produce, 
setting aside support for the locally grown. “We have 
to create the markets to help farmers raise their stan- 
dard of living а notch higher.” 

‘Unknown to many, Vicky is not only a mouthpiece 
of issues that affect the plight of farmers. She is a 
staunch believer in life, an advocate of organic farm- 
ing, a firm practitioner of companion planting and an 
avowed insect-lover. In 1991, she bought a 4. 
hectare property to pursue her love for farming. Two 
years after, she established the Bohol Bee Farm to 
continue promoting things that are organically 
grown. She thinks her love for farming was more in- 
nate than developed, and must have been strength- 
ened during years of living with her grandparents in 
Pangasinan. 

“Farming is the best thing that ever happened in 
my life," confesses Vicky, eyes rolling upward, hands 
open as though receiving grace. "I remember we 
would visit the farm and haul camote, corn and ube. 
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After becoming a 
young widow, 
organic and bee 
farmer Vicky 
Wallace turned her 
solitude into an 
opportunity to 
return to her first 


love, tilling the earth 


and respecting all 


the creatures that 
live in it 


Bees, like other 
insects, are 
friends and allies, 
says Wallace 
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The sheer delight of cupping the earth 
with bare hands gave you such an 
affinity with Mother Nature. Then, we 
would walk the farm animals in a 
clearing or simply play with them.” 
Fascinated with ants 

Vicky still spends most of her morn- 
ings among rows of green leafy plots 
that she has devoted to assorted ro- 
maine lettuce, mustard greens, celery, 
eggplants, pepper and many more. Al- 
though the absence of big animals is 
obvious, nothing is lost with her new- 
found fascination with the insect 
world. The ant world in particular is of 
interest to Vicky. While others have 
considered insects predators on the 
farm, Vicky calls them her friends and 
allies. “We have introduced compan- 
ion planting that allows the growth of 
different kinds of indigenous materials 
near the vegetable gardens. The mate- 
rials are never removed because they 
serve as shelter and nesting place for 
insects.” 

There are 14 brown houses at the 
bee farm intended for basic compost- 
ing purposes. The vegetables are natu- 
rally grown and are spared from chem- 
ical sprays. Not only does Vicky cite the 
harmful effects of these on human 
health, but also the damage they can 
do to the soil. After farming for nine 
years, Vicky has come up with her own 
mix of fertilizer that is partly seawater 
and partly tap water. 

Insects are not an alarming issue, as 
far as Vicky is concerned. “It is easy to 
live harmoniously on the farm with 
other creatures.” Observers have 
pointed to the practice as very Orien- 
tal, but Vicky insists she is not aware of 
such similarities. Even if this raised 
speculations that her marriage to 
American Thomas Edward Wallace re- 
sulted in some weird transformation, 
Vicky says she is not aware of that, ei- 
ther “My marriage to Thomas, who 
was 58 years old, when I was 20, had 
nothing to do with how I think right 
now.” 

A typical discussion with her hus- 
band, an African American, was al- 
ways interesting, she recalls, as it 
delved on world issues such as racism, 
equal rights, freedom, slavery and 
economy, among others. When 
Thomas died in 1988, Vicky waited for 
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three years to "stabilize" herself. She 
bought the property in Barangay Dao, 

Sitio Dauis (where the bee farm is) to 

pursue a dream to go back to farming. 

Another property in Barangay Inaban- 

ga, 70 km north of Bohol, was improved 

to house the bees. 

“Farming was not a half-baked deci- 
sion I resorted to after becoming a 
young widow. The enthusiasm was 
shared by my children Mellanie and Ab- 
dul who, like me, believe that being 
close to Mother Nature is far more im- 
portant than other things." 

Sharing knowledge 

The bee farm is Vicky's way of sharing 
knowledge with visitors about products 
that are organically grown. The house's 
mouth-watering specialties include veg- 
etable and honey-based products such 
as squash muffins, herb camote bread, 
and bee farm concoctions of fruity ice 
cream, homey spread, garden salad and 
honeyed tableya. 

There is Vicky's inner sanctum, too, 
which she calls her meditation place. 
Devoid of clutter and unnecessary 
things, its is also decorated with beauti- 
ful blue tile works and flimsy white fab- 
ric for curtains. "You don't have to go 
somewhere to find a place to meditate,” 
Vicky suggests. “A quiet spot at home 
where you can regularly meditate for 
about 15 minutes is fine. It is a cleansing 
process so wonderful for the system.” 

Running both the coffee shop and the 
farm is not a profit-driven endeavor. 
Vicky refuses to mass-produce because 
she believes her market might not be 
able to understand how the bee farm 
operates, The resort owners around Bo- 
hol buy her vegetables in bulk, but she 
sees to it that her specialties are bought 
only at the coffee shop, and not any- 
where else. In this way, she can meet 
with the buyers and explain to them the 
bee farm way. 

These days, Vicky is not only tied up. 
with information dissemination. She al- 
so sits as an active member of the Bohol 
Initiatives for Sustainable Agriculture 
and Development (BIFAD). Her contin- 
uing struggle to make organic farming a 
priority item for agriculture tops her 
"wish list. "Let us nor turn down the op- 
portunity to help others. In life it is not 
only about an individual or about our- 
selves, but also the welfare of others. [8] 


A Caring from page 4 


tainees who have visitors are asked to 
donate P25 per visit to help defray ex- 
penses for pirated CD movies, among 
other supplies. 

With most parents hard up to raise 
the bail bond, Castro advises them to 
seek an ROR (release on recognizance) 
order that would allow them or the So- 
cial Welfare department to take custody 
of the minors instead. But again, this 
would take time, she adds. 

Castro also wishes that young de- 
tainees would be accommodated not in 
jail “where they are exposed to adult in- 
‘mates and an unhealthy atmosphere,” 
but in rehabilitation quarters like the 
National Training School for Boys in 


Tanay "where there's plenty of fresh 
air, playground space, and a house 

mother to give the place the sem- 

blance of home." The NTSB however 

can only accommodate 200 residents 

at any one time, says Castro, "Some- 

times they request us to keep the mi- 

nors under our custody a little while 

longer until a slot opens up in the fa- 

city,” she adds. 

Until some enlightened government 
office grants Castro's Christmas wishes 
for her young wards, they would have 
to regard the Caloocan City Jail as 
their temporary home. 

Fortunately, with JO2 Castro 
around, that should not be too hard. 


and, an exibit of 12 progressive media artists- 

photographers, graphic designers and filmmakers, 
and web designers and artists, until Dec. 19 at 
Food and Art Galeria, GT Tower, Ayala Avenue, 
Makati City. 

Grace and Gestures, 
drawings by Angelo Magno 
at Art Elements Gallery, 
The Arwalk, АЛ, SM 
Megamall А unti! jan. 3. 

Xmas Show, an annual 
closing art event featuring 
small works by 6l of 
Magnet Gallery's roster of 
artists curated by Nilo 
larde at Magnet Gallery 
Katipunan, Agcor Building, 
335 Katipunan Avenue, 
Loyola Heights, QC unti 
Jan. 6. For details, contact 
Shey at 929-319! 

The unique Christmas 
lanterns of Bauan High 
School are on exhibit at 
the Cultural Center of the Philippines’ second 
oor hallway until Jan. 6, The exhibit features the 
winners of the lantern-making contest, "Parulan," 
using Indigenous and recyclable materials. 

‘Ang Kiukok presents his old works on paper 
featuring variations on the human figure at Finale 
‘Art Gallery, AIF 120 Arcade, Pasay Road corner 
Makati Avenue, Makati City unti jan. 10. 

Boston Gallery and Pinto Art Gallery is launch- 
ing Alay 8, a comprehensive show that features 
paintings, drawings, scup- 
tures and artworks by 
more than 50 participating 
visual artists. Exhibit opens 
today and runs unti Jan. 

12, For details, call 697- 
1015 and 722.9205. 

‘Terracotta, an exhibit 
of sculptures of Maranao 
women by Julie Lluch, until 
Jon. 12 at Galleria Duemila, 

АЕ The Алмай, SM 
Megamall A. For details, 
call 634-3261. 

Terrain Games, a two- 
man exhibit of abstractions 
by visual artists Sandra 
Palomar and Trek Valdizno 
at Magnet Gallery Paseo, 

GF Paseo Center, Paseo 
de Roxas cor. Sedeno Sts. 
Makati City until Jan. 17. 
For details, call 817-7895. 


Music 


Sexy, Naughty Bitchy We, a dance-comedy- 
fashion show featuring the GoGirls with special 
guests Tuesday Vargas and Andrew E at Вазіу 
Tomas Morato on Dec. 21 at 9 p.m. The concertis 
also for the benefit of the Kaisahang Buhay Foun- 
dation based in Quezon City. For tickets, call 453- 
9420 or 0920-9253231/ 0917-3201 166. 


Onstage 
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By Fr. Ruben J. Villote 


by Julie Lluch, on view 
at Galleria Duemila 


Kiukok, on exhibit 


UP Film institute's schedule of screenings: jan. 
17, 5 pm—"The Yin-yang Master": Jon. 18, 5 
pam.—"My Wie в а Gangster"; Jan. 19, 2 and 5 

‘Bayan; Jn. 20, 5 p.m..." House of Flying 


pm—"The Good Lawyer's Wife"; Jan. 25, 5 
pam.—" Happy Times"; Jan. 26, 2 pm.—"Nang- 
Nak"; Jan. 26, 5p: 


tals, call 926-3640 (direct 
ке), 926-2722 (telefo) 
or emal upliminsi- 
tutehotmallcom. 


Food 


Mandarin Oriental, 
Manila's Gingerbread 
House is a shopper's de- 
light, proffering yuletde 
specialty items from duck 
liver pates to Christmas 
cookies and hampers. A 
replica of the gingerbread 
house в also available at Alabang Town Center to 
serve residents from the south until Dec. 31. 

The Westin Philippine Plaza offers The 
Longest Buffet on Dec. 24,25 and 3| witha ban- 
quet of international specialties from the hotel's 
three restaurants, Café Plaza, АШеге and China 
Sea, bringing the best of Asian, talian and Con- 
rental cuisine. For inquiries, call 551-5555. 

Manila Pavilion Hotel's Goodie Counter 
makes appetizing treats like cakes, cookies, pra- 
lines and gingerbread. Hampers are also avaiable 

unti Dec. 31 from4 to 9 
pam. at the Lobby. At the 
Café Coquila, families 
will enjoy a selection of 
local and international 
cuisine with the Christ- 
mas Eve Dinner bullet 
оп Dec. 24 and the New 
Year's Eve Bullet on 
Dec. 3l. For a dassier 
Noche Buena, a Christ- 
mas Eve Specal Set 
Menu is offered at the 
Rotisserie. For inquiries, 
call 526-1212. 
Transform conven- 
tional parties into hefty 
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holiday feasts with Su- 
per Bowl of China's 
Super Gift Box—a 
whole sucking pg with 
Тоша sauce or a whole 
roast duck served wth 
plum sauce. For orders, call 747-2845 or 747- 
2048 at least two days in advance. 

Ideal personal pits or corporate giveaways 
Edsa Shangri-La's hampers contain goodies 
such as cookies, truffles, stolen, gingerbread, Pa- 
parar's sundried tomato pesto, Summer 
Palace's ХО. sauce, fois gros, spicy pepperoni 
salami and honey-dressed ham. You can ako 
choose from ready-made hampers in five derent 


“Lovers” by Ang 


at Finale Makati 


sizes or custom-make your own hamper with a 
mininum of three different items. For reserva- 
бооз, cl 633-8888 ext. 2840. 

The Richmonde Hotel cooks up generous 
feasts this Christmastime with delectable holiday 
choices and a variety of luscious desserts. Dinner 
and lunch bullets are available on Dec. 24 and 25. 
The Richmonde Gril offers a grand buffet of inter 
rational dishes for New Year's Eve dinner that in- 
cludes sparkling wine and party favors to welcome 
the coming year. For details, сай 638-7777 ext. 


For this week's 
bands and 
schedules call: 


+ Hard Rock Café (893- 
4662-65) 

= Vegi Смё: QC 026- 
Tu» 

+ Tos Bistro: 46 Anonas 
Se, QC (922-0492) 

+ Hobbit House: 180! 
Mabini St., Mita, Mania 
(21-7604 

+ Seems E Pueblo, Or- 
эрч (637-2009) 


The Sunpay 
INQUIRER 
Macazine 
welcomes 
listings of events 
in and outside 
Metro Manila. 
Please send 
announcements 
at least two 
weeks in 
advance, and 
include contact 
numbers for 
inquiries on 
schedules 


on view 
Makati 


We must remind the world that if Christmas comes in the dead of winter, 
it is so that there may be an Easter in the spring 
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The Tagaytay Film, 
Broadcast and Creative 
Workshops announces 
that к has moved its 
workshops lor October 
to May 2005 due to re- 
quests from participans. 
ks regular courses are 
video production, how to 
be an effective onam 
television talent, fim di- 
recting, cinematography, 
scriptwriting, production 
design. dii editing. 
publications design, and 
management. The work- 
shop wil also be brought 
to the provinces called 
Workshop Caravan with Pangasinan and La Union 
as first stops. For inquiries, call 925-1915. 

In line with the ongoing exhibit “Unfolding 
Mariia,” which focuses on the transformation of 
Man 
written accounts, the Lopez Memorial Museum 
has invited National Arist for Literature F Sionil 
Jose to give а lecture on jan. 15, from 2-4 pm. 
Fee is Р100. The Lopez Memorial Museum is 
‘open Mondays о Saturdays, Ba.m.5 p.m. except 

holidays and is located at the 
ЧЕ Benpres Bulang, Ex- 
change Road corner Meralco 
1 Avenue, Pasig Cry. For in- 

j| quires, cal 63-1417. 

К] A series of basic and ad- 
vanced — photography 
‘courses will be conducted by 
the Federation of Philippine 
Photographers Foundation at 
the Fort Santiago, Intramuros, 
Mania. The basic photo course 
жї start on jan. 9 while the ad- 

[| vanced course willbe on an. 8. 
Lecturers will be veteran pho- 
tographers Vic Sison, Ador 


recorded through photographs and 


onion wins third prize in 
the Bauan High School 
lantern-making contest 


Midnight Mass 


les, Ed Santiago, ТЫК 

Неше and Tony Raval 

Registration В on a frst- 

come, first-served basis. 

For inquiries, call Lerma 

Aquino or Beverly Es- 

trosas at 843-5341 and 

813-7420. 

Pre-registration Б 
now ongoing for the Ist 
quer 2005 Art 

Workshops at Ayala 

Museum. Courses of- 
{ fered are: Play Art for 
Toddlers (an. 22, 29, 
Feb. 5, and 12); 
ing with Charcoal and 
Pastel (an, 22, 29, Feb. 
5, 12, 19, 26, March 5, 
and 12): Introduction to 
Oli Painting (Feb. 19, 
26, March S and 12}; In- 
troduction to Acrylics 
(Feb. 19, 26, March 5 and 12}; Introduction to 
Sculpture (an. 22, 29, Feb, 5 and 12); Charcoal 
and Pastel Drawing for Beginners (lan. 22, 29, 
Fob. 5, 12, Feb. 19, 26, March 5 and 12); Basic 
Chinese Landscape Painting (an. 21, 28, Feb. 4, 
11, 18, 25, March 4 and 11); Intermediate Draw- 
ing: Portrait and Figure (Feb. 19, 26, March 5, 12, 
19, 26, April 2 and 9); Intermediate Jewelry Mak- 
ing (March 10, 17, 24, 31): Basic Mosaic Making 
(March 19, 26, April 2 and 9). Pre-registration is 
required per workshop prior to enrollment peri- 
ой which is one week before each workshop 
schedule begins. For inquiries and registration, call 
757-7117 to 21 local 29 or email inquiry Gayala- 
museumorg. 

The Japan Foundation, Manila announces the 
2005 Nihongo Speech Contest to be held on 
Feb. 19, 2 pm. at the College of St. Benilde The- 
ater, Talt Avenue, Manila. The contest is an ideal 
platform for Filipino students and professionals to 
demonstrate their linguistic skills through articu- 
lating an original composition written by them- 
selves ona theme of their choice. The deadline for 
submission of the duly accomplished application 
form with a written copy and a recording of the 
speech willbe on Feb. 1. For details, call 81 1-6155 


A CHRISTMAS Excerpt from Fr. Horacio de la Costa, SJ: 

Christmas is when we celebrate the unexpected —i is the 
festival of surprise. 

This is the night when shepherds wake to the song of an- 
gels; when the earth has a star for a satellite; when wise men 
go on a fool's errand, bringing gifts to a Prince they have not 
seen іп a country they do not know. 

Night of all nights 

This is the night when one small donkey bears on his back 
the weight of the world's desire, and an ox plays host to the 
Lord of heaven, This is the night we are told to seek our King 
not in a palace but in a stable; and although we have stood 
here, year after year, as our parents before us, the wonder 
has not faded nor will it ever fade; the wonder of that mo- 
ment when we push open the little door and enter, and en- 
tering find in the arms of a Mother who is a Virgin, a Baby 
who is God. 

The homeless God 

GK. Chesterton has said it all for all of us: "The only way to 
view Christmas properly is to stand on one's head.” Was 
there ever a house more topsy-turvy than the House of 
Christmas, the Cave where Christ was born? For here, sud- 


denly in the very heart of earth, is heaven; 
down is up and up is down; the angels and 
the stars look down on the God who 
made them and God looks up at things 
He made. There is no room in an inn for 
Him who made room, and to spare, for 
the Milky Way! And where God is home- 
less, all men are at home. 
Gifts we don't expect 

We were promised a Savior, but we 
never dreamed that God himself would 
come to save us. We knew that He loved 
us, but we never dared to think that He 
loved us so much as to become like us. 
But that is the way God gives. His gifts are 
never quite what we expect but always 
something better, something far better 
than we hope for. We can only dream of 
things too good to be true; God has a 
habit of giving things too good to be 
false. 


CMY residents and 
Fr. Ben with Lola 
Mitagring Aliling 


What we need 

That is why our Christian faith is the 
faith in the unexpected, a religion of sur- 
prise. Now more than ever, living in times 
so troubled, facing a future so uncertain, 
we need such faith. We need it for our- 
selves and we need it to give others. We 
must remind the world that if Christmas 
comes in the dead of winter, it is so that 
there may be an Easter in the spring. 


Calendar 
Today, December 19, 2004 (fourth 
Sunday of Advent) is your Christmas 
Date with us at CMY. Come to our 
Paskong Misa at 5 p.m. and Paskong Salu- 


salo and Paskong Harana (Christmas carol- 
ing) with Ate Pining Santiago and her DZRM 
(Radio Magasin) Haranistas. 

Bring something "merry" for needy ba- 
bies and children (ages 0-10)—anything us- 
able "baby things" and "baby goodies" like 
"baby milk," "baby clothes," "baby soap," 
toys, candies, biscuits ... and/or any gifts 
from your table for 22 in-house migrant 
youths and out-of-house street youths un- 
der our care (ages 15-22): canned foods, 
cooking oil, rice, milk, coffee, sugar, noo- 
dies, bath and laundry soap, used/usable 
clothes anything from your table, pantry or 
cabinet that you can afford to share as a gift 
to the poor at Christmas, 


Enjoy exciusive privileges. 
only from SMART Infinity. 


Scott "Gutsy" Tuason, World Grand Prize winner for 
underwater image books at the 27th World Festival of 
‘Underwater images, invites you to marvel at the beauty 
of the sea through his 4th book, “Bahura - A Passage 
Through Philippine Reefs". A compilation of breathtaking 
photos from his dive explorations in Luzon, Visayas. 
and Mindanao, 


All SMART Infinity subscribers get a 15% discount 
when they purchase a copy of the book. Simply call 
the Bahura Publishing Group at 0920-9703314 
or log on to www.gutsytuason.com. 
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you on an underwater journey 
~~ with Gutsy Tuason's 
х “newest book. 
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Avail of SMART Infinity's exclusive Sony Ericsson 
$700i/Sony DPP-EX50 bundle and enjoy a 15% 
discount on "Bahura". 


Porno pere Nor D 1 Dec 15, 200 Кә DTINCR Pet NG 8B, елет of 304 


You can also get à chance to win the book when 
you download Gutsy’s Underwater MMS collection. 
Praman es Nor To Dec V Ре ОТУМ Fors NG Ure o ét 


Experlence underwater photography like never before. 
Only with SMART Infinity. 


To set GPRS Setüngs on your phone, text SET GPRS «phone mode to 211. | To set 


JELLYFISH ‘CUTTLEFISH. MANDARIN 


Text GUTSY «keyword» to 38316. 
To download Themes: 


RA 
S, Select corresponding phone modal 
Ge: Net, P00, Ты. 
ANEMONESKINI FROGHSHSKINI 6, Select theme ef choke. 


Settings on your phone. ext SET MMS “phone model» to 211 


Mes 
Ex SET GPRS <N6600>, To acinate GPRS on your phone, taxt GPRS ON (933 | Ex SET MMS <NGsO0>. To actrate MMS on your phone. text MMS ON to 333. 
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